WYV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly

Species:  |Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Number: (leave blank) | WVBRC 2024-6
Location: |Malden, Kanawha Co., WV Date: [Nov. 04, 2021 Time: |15:20
Bird Seen: |[15:20 To: |15:40 Age/Sex: |Adult/Unknown

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow.
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.

Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for

the observation.

Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)
Abnormally long tail. The body is about the size of a Northern Mockingbird.

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt)
Pinkish or salmon flanks. Gray head with a white throat and upper chest. Due to lighting differences
the back seemed gray-brown at times and all gray at others.

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:
None.

Description of behavior:

It was working along a wooden horse fence that ran directly away from me. He would sally forth and
go back to the fence. The distance varied from around 50-yards to 150-yards. At one time it, and a
Northern Mockingbird were perched on the fence only a few feet apart. The flycatcher was a little
smaller than the mockingbird in body-size.




Habitat: (General and Specific)
Large open fields. Cow pastures separated by wooden fences.

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)
Binoculars were Vortex Diamondback Hd 10x32. Camera was a Canon Power Shot SX-70 HS. The
bird varied between 50 to 180-yards away.

Nov. 04, 2021, 15:20; https://ebird.org/checklist/S97134963 See photos.

Nov. 05, 2021, 11:53; https://ebird.org/checklist/S97168842 See photos.

Nov. 05, 2021, 14:30; https://ebird.org/checklist/S97167389 No photos.

Previous experience with this species:

None. Life Bird.

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)
Northern Mocking birds look similar but their tail is not nearly as long, nor do they have the salmon

colored flanks/belly.

Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can

submit their own report.
Numerous other birders reported this individual to eBird and included photos. The last sighting

reported on eBird was on Nov. 7th, 2021.

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:



Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

The Crossly Guide Eastern Birds with photographs and discription on page 352.
Sibley Birds, Second Edition, page 353.

Also reviewed photos on the internet site All About Birds:
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Scissor-tailed_Flycatcher/id

If my memory serves me correctly, (after over 3-years), | was trying to identify the species for several
hours.

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?
It has been around three years, one month and half since the observation. See photos.

Name: Richard A. Gregg
Address:

Date: December 28, 2024
Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wil Hershberger
170 Stallion Ct.
Hedgesville, WV 25427
Or E-mail to:
wilhershberger@mac.com




Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any

answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:
Note: David Patick and two others observed one of these birds in the exact same fields on October

19th of 2014. A full seven years prior! Here is their eBird checklist:
https://ebird.org/checklist/S20281094
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