WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly
Species:

BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER

Number: (leave blank)

Location:

INWOOD, WV

Date: 10/14/2015

Bird Seen:

To:

Time: 09:46

Age/Sex: female

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings)
a complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes
allow. Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for the
observation.
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)
See photo submitted.
The same photo may be viewed at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/sawdusttoo/shares/41d095

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt)
top of head and back gray, yellow spots in front of eyes very noticeable, gray cheek stripe between light throat and white eye line,
wing bars.

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:
none

Description of behavior:
Flitting about typical of non-ground dwelling warblers.

Habitat: (General and Specific)

Residential backyard. Numerous trees (black walnut, hackberry, ash, hickory, cedar), shrubs, flower beds, a waterfall and small
pond. My wife is avid gardener and has created a great bird and butterfly friendly habitat. Undeveloped mixed hardwoods behind
our backyard.

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)

First seen in shrub 28 feet (measured) from our deck then it flew up into a Hackberry tree (estimate 75 feet) where the photo
submitted was taken by my wife. The day was clear and sunny with the sun at our back giving good lighting. I use 8x42 binoculars
(Swift Ultralite). Total time viewing the bird estimate about 1 minute. From the Hackberry tree it flew off and has not been seen
since. My wife attempted to take pictures of the bird, but thought at the time that she not gotten any because it was flitting about so
much. I went to my bird guides and quickly realized what we had seen. That evening when I looked at the day's pictures on my
computer, I realized she had gotten the photo we have posted and attached to this report.
Previous experience with this species:
None.

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)
We have seen numerous times both Black-and-white warbler and Blackpoll warbler. The warbler in question did not have any
stripes on the head eliminating the B&W. The white eye-line and gray cheek patch eliminated the Blackpoll. The head and back
color, gray not blue, and whitish throat, eliminated the male Black-throated blue warbler which I have seen numerous times. The
yellow spots in front of the eyes are unlike any other warbler I have seen. Other warblers and vireos with yellow near the eyes also
have yellow elsewhere on their body.

Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can submit
their own report.

Additional observer signature:
Additional observer signature:
Additional observer signature:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

Peterson Field Guide to Eastern Birds, 4 ed. 1980
Peterson Field Guide to Warblers of N. America, 1997
Sibley Guide to Birds, 2000
allaboutbirds.org (Cornell)
The reference material allowed me to put a name to what I had seen. What I described was what I saw in the field.
How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?
The description was written the next day after getting 2 request to submit this observation for review after posting on wv-birds.

Name:

Paul Saffold

Address:
Date:

10/16/2015

Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wendell Argabrite
111 Jefferson Park Dr.
Huntington, WV 25705
Or E-mail to: wargabrite@aol.com

Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any answers
whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:

