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Editor’s Note
Another spring is on its way. As noted in the ‘Interesting Sightings’ pages, there were 

pretty amazing rarities showing up mid-winter in West Virginia, so who knows 
what might appear with the spring storms.
	 That said, with the migrants beginning their journeys north, perhaps you’ll try out 
eBird this spring to document first dates and numbers for the birds in your yards, on 
your walks, and on your travels afar. As weather patterns change, this data is of great 
importance in mapping out how bird migration and overall numbers are evolving. 
Even simple checklists help, so if you have any questions on how to use eBird, make 
sure to reference last January’s easy step-by-step on how to do a good checklist.
	 If you’re feeling even more adventurous, iNaturalist can help you document when 
your spring ephemerals pop, when the trees begin budding out, when you photograph 
your first catbird of the year, anything. Last April’s Mail Bag has a very comprehensive 
section of how to easily take a photo with your phone, enter it into iNat, and ID your 
organism for science to use.
	 As you get more practiced in using these two vital apps, you’ll be ready to go when 
you get to Foray on May 31st in Beverly, West Virginia, at Camp Pioneer. This location 
has produced some of the most dynamic variety in bird species of our Forays. In 2019, 
we had sandhill cranes, an immature pied-billed grebe, mourning warblers and much 
more. With a great variety in elevation, there are wonderful plants of all kinds. Helping 
to use iNaturalist will strongly supplement the amount of data that is collected at Foray, 
and it would immediately be available to the broad public and scientific institutions. 
This helps the BBC re-establish itself on the scene in West Virginia as a leader in data 
and research.
	 Also important for Foray is to bring new participants into the fold. Whether you 
suggest Foray to a member that hasn’t been to one, or if you have friends that aren’t 
members and would greatly benefit from Foray, please bring a friend! It just makes Foray 
better! With Foray starting earlier this year, please watch your mail and the website.

President’s Message
Greetings, everyone! I hope that by the time you receive this Mail Bag, the crazy 
winter weather will have ended and the migratory birds will be headed north and pass-
ing through your neighborhoods. The many ice jams on the Ohio River provided a 
convenient perch for hungry Bald Eagles this winter and one was unexpectedly seen in 
my suburban Bridgeport, WV neighborhood. Also, two stray Harris’s Sparrows visited 
feeders near a residence in southern Harrison, Co. WV, in January. Always keep those 
binoculars handy! I’m looking forward to the BBC Early Spring Meeting at North 
Bend State Park in March and the annual BBC Foray at Camp Pioneer in Beverly, WV, 
in June. I hope to see you there! In the meantime, Happy Birding!
	 Unfortunately, our BBC Administrator and Membership Secretary, Juanita Slater, 
stepped down from her positions at the end of January. She has certainly kept things 
rolling after the passing of our Fearless Leader and her husband, Carl Slater, in 2019. I 
speak for all BBC members in thanking her for a job well done as Membership Secre-
tary since the 1990’s and Administrator these past six years! We love you, Juanita!

– Sally Egan, BBC President

	 Amphibians and Reptiles of West 
Virginia, released December 28, 2025, is 
the only comprehensive guidebook for all 
frogs, salamanders, lizards, snakes, and 
turtles known to occur in West Virginia.
	 If you order a book from West Vir-
ginia Book Company, the royalty to the 
amphibian and reptile museum at Mar-
shall University will be doubled, and 
you will receive a signed copy. To order 
a signed copy of the book from the pub-
lisher, call Bill Clements, at WV Book 
Co. (304) 342-1848.
	 With over 15,000 specimens, the 
amphibian and reptile collection at Mar-
shall University is among the largest, if 
not the largest, collection in the world.

New WV Amphibians & 
Reptiles Book Published
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Contact The Editor
Have an interesting story about the na-
ture around your neck of the woods? 
Want to contribute an article or travel-
ogue? Have a nature-related event that 
you’d like to tell the Club about? Please  
contact me by mail, email or phone:

Ryan Tomazin
12025 County Road 11, Apt. 212
Burnsville, MN 55337
412-874-0482
wvwarblers@hotmail.com

Correspondence

We would love to hear from 
members of the BBC. What 

have you been doing? Have you 
taken recent trips? What interesting 
birds or plants have you seen in your 
locality or backyard?
	 The Club looks forward to little 
notes on Christmas cards and dues no-
tices, but feel free to get in touch with 
us at other times of the year too. Even 
just a line or two would be of interest 
to our readers, especially if we haven’t 
seen or heard from you in a while.
	 Correspondence may be mailed 
to: Juanita Slater, Corresponding 
Secretary, c/o BBC, PO Box 4077, 
Wheeling, WV 26003.
	 For those of you who prefer email, 
correspondences may be sent to:  
jslater1120@yahoo.com

The Christmas Owl
Mary and I are members of the BBC. 
Years ago, we attended several Forays 
with our four children! One of those four 
children now has two children and lives 
with her husband on an 55-acre farm in 
eastern Pennsylvania! Her name is Mi-
chelle Dellatorre Adams, and she is still 
birding! She sent me this photo of a red 
screech owl in one of the snow covered 
screech owl boxes that she has placed 
on her farm. The photo was taken fol-
lowing a light snow this past December. 
Note the red multiflora rose hips in the 
foreground contrasting with the white 
snow and red phase of the screech owl 
just prior to Christmas (see the photo in 
color on the BBC website)! We hope that 
the Brooks members might find this an 
interesting photo to be in the Mailbag. 
	 PS - Her two small children, Audrey and Arlo(8 and 5), may prefer to call this 
their Christmas Owl, as opposed to a screech owl!!
	 All the best and good birding!!
– Dan and Mary Dellatorre, Bethesda, MD

Paulita Cousin 
Passes Away
Paulita Louise Phillips Cousin, 54, a 
resident of the Mackeyville Community, 
Hambleton, WV, departed this life early 
Thursday morning, November 6, 2025, 
at the WV Caring Hospice Center at El-
kins, WV surrounded by her loving fam-
ily. She had been in declining health.

	 She was born Monday, August 16, 1971, at Parsons, WV a daughter of the late 
Lonnie Leon Phillips and Mary Lee Dumire Phillips, who survives at Hambleton. 
On March 9, 1996 at Davis, WV she was married to Jake Cousin, who survives. Also 
surviving are two sons, Lonnie Marshall Phillips and Jakob Cordell Cousin, both of 
Mackeyville; two sisters, Lora A. Evans and husband Edwin “Bud” of Parsons, Vera V.
Moran and Bruce Moran of Mackeyville; uncle, Gene Dumire of OH; brother in law, 
Robert Cousin and wife Lisa of Davis; several nieces and nephews, great nieces and 
nephews; cousins; her extended family at Blackwater Falls; and her church family. 
Paulita had many friends and was loved by everyone.
	 Preceding her in death are two sisters, Sherry L. Phillips and Mary Lynn Phillips. 
She was a graduate of Tucker County High School with the Class of 1989 and obtained 
her associate’s degree at Garrett College. She had worked at Blackwater Falls for thirty 
years as a park naturalist and recreational director. She attended the Mackeyville Com-
munity Church. She had a love for nature and her animals and enjoyed bird watching 
and hiking. Paulita was very family-oriented and loved her family immensely.


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On Saturday, December 20, Morgantown held its Christmas Bird Count under reason-
ably nice weather for late December. I think we will likely set a record for participant 
numbers on count day, but I am still awaiting final information from several groups.
	 We keep bumping right up against that magical 100 species barrier for count day. 
So far, we have tallied 97 species on count day, with 1 additional species awaiting pos-
sible confirmation. We have added 2 count week species thus far as well!
	 Surprising misses were few, as one might imagine, but no common loon or ruddy 
duck on count day were unfortunate. Still, no one can complain with this wonderful 
effort by a really amazing group of birders and families.
	 Highlights included likely record numbers of bald eagles and short-eared owls. We 
killed on sparrows with 13 species (14 if you include house sparrow)! Blackbirds con-
tinue to give us trouble, but feeder watchers came through for us adding red-winged 
blackbird and common grackle to our tally. We had hoped for more of the irruptive 
winter finches, but that didn't really materialize for us. No new species have been added 
to our circle's history this year...yet! But the possibility remains.
– Derek Courtney, Morgantown, WV

On December 22, sixteen people participated in the Ona Count. We saw 8 duck spe-
cies. We had our first greater white-fronted goose. We had record numbers for red-
belled woodpecker (64) and red-shouldered hawk (34). We saw a house wren, catbird 
and had 1 short-eared owl. We had no luck with getting a barred owl.
– David Patick, Huntington, WV

The Pipestem Area Xmas Bird count was held Saturday, December  20, 2025. Eighteen 
observers located 62 species for the day. Highlights include: northern harrier, eight 
bald eagles, a red-headed woodpecker (last on the count as count week in 2018 and 
last count day was in 2000), and record numbers of common mergansers and northern 
mockingbirds.
– Jim Phillips, Pipestem, WV

The Tygart Lake CBC occurred this past Sunday (12/28). Thanks to the efforts of our 
volunteers, we found 2,152 individual birds from 72 species, a count high in species 
numbers!
	 Highlight species include the first time count species: common loon, tundra swan 
(juvenile), American wigeon, lesser scaup and an unidentified tern (seen by Cheyenne 
Carter at the dam - either Common or Forster’s, but a positive ID was not possible). 
Other highlights were a count high of four great horned owls, two winter wrens, two 
rusty blackbirds, northern harrier, Wilson’s snipe and merlin. The most abundant 
species was American crow (509) instead of the usual European starling (211), with 
Canada goose a close third (193).
– Ross Brittain, Bridgeport WV

The annual Oak Hill Christmas Bird Count (WVOH CBC) for the National Audu-
bon Society was held Saturday, December 20, 2025. The volunteers observed 64 spe-
cies and tallied 1,746 individual birds.
	 The American crow took the top spot for abundance this year with 333 individu-
als, though that wasn’t a high record for the species. Other consistently abundant spe-
cies included the American goldfinch at 149, and dark-eyed junco at 124.
	 Record-breaking tallies came from two species with “Common” in their name, but 
they proved to be anything but ordinary during the 47th year of the WVOH CBC: 
the common merganser with five individuals counted, and the common raven with 30 
individuals counted. In the count’s 47-year history, the common merganser had been 
observed only four times, and the common raven more than doubled its previous high 

record. Interestingly, and a spectacular 
sight for anyone, this common raven 
count included an early morning flock 
of 21 in-flight, in a wingtip-to-wingtip, 
single-line formation. Ravens sometimes 
fly with wingtips touching during aerial 
bonding behaviors and are known to 
congregate to roost.
	 An unexpected data point was the 
absence of mallards. Since 1990, the 
WVOH CBC had recorded between 
5 and 92 mallards annually. This year 
marked the first time since 1989 that this 
species was missing from the report.
– Rachel Davis

On January 3rd, 18 people participated 
in the Huntington Christmas count.
	 We had totaled 74 species. We had 
a flyover of 18 sandhill cranes, which 
was only the second occurrence on this 
count. We observed a merlin and 13 
duck species.
	 We had tied records for common 
raven, red-bellied woodpecker, Ross’s 
goose, common merganser, bald eagle 
and peregrine falcon.
– David Patick, Huntington ,WV

The 33rd Canaan Christmas Bird Count 
took place on December 21. Many 
thanks to the twelve field surveyors and 
five feeder watchers who helped out this 
year. We found 52 plus two count week 
species, which is above our average.
	 Highlights included American black 
duck, hooded merganser, common mer-
ganser (new), American woodcock, 
red-shouldered hawk, eastern phoebe, 
ruby-crowned kinglet, golden-crowned 
kinglet, hermit thrush, fox sparrow, red-
winged blackbird, rusty blackbird and 
common grackle.
– Casey Rucker, Dry Fork, WV

2025-2026 West Virginia Christmas Bird Count Results
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This morning, 19 people joined me for a tour around Cheat Lake; a wonderful turnout for 
late November. The temperatures were relatively mild, which usually is not the most pro-
ductive weather pattern for good variety or numbers of waterbirds. However, the overnight 
and early morning showers gave us hope for some surprises.
	 Nice birds were found all over the lake today, even if numbers were on the low side. At 
the up-lake marinas, a Bonaparte’s gull joined 13 newly arrived Tundra Swans among the 
horde of Canada geese. The I-68 bridge turned up the stars of the morning in a long-tailed 
duck and a peregrine falcon that was perched on a snag just feet away from the long-tailed 
duck. And at Cheat Lake Park, the rarest find worked the edge of the water rather than 
swam on it as a continuing green heron was a pleasant surprise this late in the season.
– Derek Courtney, Morgantown, WV, 11/22/25

A flock of at least 40(!!!) rusty blackbirds landed in my snow-covered yard below a feeder 
for about 5 minutes. I’ve never see so many! 
– Cynthia Burkhart, Ritchie County, WV, 12/2/25

I am watching a feeder and a young cardinal or female or both landed next to a goldfinch. The cardinal did a begging gesture and the 
goldfinch placed a seed in the cardinal’s mouth. After which the goldfinch abruptly flew off. Never saw that before.
– Paul McKay, Wheeling, WV, 12/4/25

This morning, Hannah Clipp and I ventured out to see the impressive showing of lingering 
waterbirds at Cheat Lake. The Lake is at a perfect level for numbers and diversity! And we 
had sandhill cranes and American pipits on the mudflats around the lake too! We tallied 
around 30 species of waterbird. Rarities included Ross’s goose, surf scoter, and black scoter.
– Derek Courtney, Morgantown, WV, 12/6/25

Our leucistic white-headed sparrow is back after an absence of several weeks. It’s head is 
now gone completely white where it was formerly kind of a blotchy-beige coloring, and the 
white is spreading to its back and outer wings. I’m more sure now that it’s a female house 
sparrow, based on the size, breast coloring and remaining wing markings.
– Monty Fowler, Huntington, WV, 1/15/26

Given the expected snow last weekend I made sure I had plenty of birdseed and suet. Good 
thing too, since my 600 ft driveway is still snow and ice. Fortunately I’ d asked a neighbor to move my second concrete birdbath to the back, 
replacing the cracked one. The heater was doing its best but there was still an icy rim. The deep snow and thick ice cover prevented the deer 
from emptying it.
	 The bird activity has been amazing. On January 24, a white-crowned sparrow showed up and is still here. During the week I saw a second 
one as they were feeding together. There is also one that may be a sub-adult (?). He has the tan head stripes but Merlin confirmed my ID.
	 I was happy to see two brown creepers going up the tree. 
	 Pileated, downy, hairy and red-bellied woodpeckers are regulars. Northern flicker numbers have increased. It’s not unusual to see four 
or five at the same time. Such handsome birds and not shy at all.
	 Watching the birds on the kitchen window tray allows me to see details such as the difference in leg colors. The vary from pink to yel-

low to gray. The goldfinches are the main 
gobblers of the sunflower chips and peanut 
suet I put out there. There is also a cute song 
sparrow that enjoys the offerings. If it needs 
refilling, he lets me know.
	 I was surprised, however, when I 
walked into the kitchen and found the big 
pileated on the tray, hacking away at my 
homemade peanut suet. Lucky I made a 
double batch this week.
	 A female red-winged blackbird has 
been mingling with the birds around one 

INTERESTING SIGHTINGS AROUND THE STATE

Cape May Warbler, Waverly, WV.
 – Photo by Mike Smith, 12/25/25

Harris’s Sparrow, Benson, Harrison County. 
 – Photo by Nathan Rees, 1/18/26.
Originally found by Joe Dougherty  

at his home feeders.

Sandhill Cranes, Cranesville Swamp.
 – Photo by David Daniels, 11/29/25.

Snowy Owl, Upper Tract, Pendleton Co.
 – Photo by Anna Blount, 12/17/25.
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– Sightings taken from  
WVBird ListServ

Interesting Sightings (con.)

Ross’s Geese, Mill Creek, WV.
 – Photo by Deborah Rice, 1/20/26.

Evening Grosbeaks, Dry Fork, WV.
 – Photo by Casey Rucker, 2/26/26.

particular feeder. This afternoon a small 
flock of them descended on another tray 
feeder. For the first time I got to see them up 
close and photograph them. When they left 
the solo bird did not join them but stayed 
with her mixed flock friends.
	 The biggest surprise this morning was 
a hermit thrush getting a drink from the 
birdbath. I hoped the cold and snow would 
bring in a fox sparrow.
– Bruni Haydl, Charles Town, WV, 
2/1/26

21st Winter  
Eagle Survey
The Winter Eagle Survey was held on Jan-
uary 10, 2026. My opinion is the count is 
low due to the rainy and foggy weather.
	 Eagle Brigade of Southern WV (In-
cluding Three Rivers Avian Center, Bib-
bee Nature Club and Hanging Rock Mi-
gration Observatory)

Hans Creek Valley & Indian Creek – 
BAEA* - 1 3rd year bird.

Alderson, Barger Springs, Pence Springs 
& Meador Campground (Bluestone 
State Park) – BAEA – 4 (2 adults south 
of Alderson nest, 1 adult at Pence Springs 
& 1 adult at Barger Springs nest).

Sandstone Falls – No eagles.

Brooks Island Overlook – BAEA - 2 
adults.

Bellepoint – BAEA 3 (2 adults, 1 2nd 
year bird).

Mouth of the Bluestone River – 9 (4 
adults, 2 1st year, 1 2nd year & 2 un-
known age).

Bertha – BAEA - 2 2nd year birds.

State Line, Rich Creek Valley Rd and 
Red Sulphur Springs – BAEA – 1 adult 
near State Line.

Athens Lake – BAEA – 1 adult.

Meadow River, Blue Sulphur Pike, How-
ard’s Creek 1 and Fairview Rd. - BAEA 
– 7 (2 adults at Meadow River, 2 adults 
at Howard’s Creek 1 and 2 adults & 1 
sub-adult at Fairview Rd.)

Greenville Nest – No eagles.

R.D. Bailey Lake – No eagles.

37 participants found 30 Bald Eagles 
(20 adults, 2 1st year birds, 4 2nd year 
birds, 1 3rd year bird, 1 sub-adult & 2 
unknown age birds)

*BAEA = Bald Eagle

Conditions – 46-54 degrees, 100% cloud 
cover (fog), visibility 1/4-1 mile, & 1/2-
3/4 rain.

– Contributed by Jim Phillips 
& Mindy Waldron

Red-throated Loon, Whitehall, WV.
 – Photo by Seth Price, 1/26/26.  

Stranded due to the snowstorm; found in 
good condition, transported to a rehabber.

Brant, Willow Island fallout (the gulls, too).
 – Photo by Jay Thorn, 1/27/26.

Great Black-backed Gull, Willow Island.
 – Photo by Michael Schramm, 1/27/26.

Lesser Black-backed Gull, Willow Island.
 – Photo by Tristan Phillips, 1/31/26.

Late Yellow-throated Warbler, Fairfax-Rehe.
 – Photo by Carisa Collins, 10/2/25.
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Chapter Happenings
Remember to check on brooksbird-
club.org under the Events/Calen-

dar of Events tab. You’ ll find  
dates and times for meetings,  

outings and field trips.

If your chapter or affiliate has events 
to advertise, contact webmaster  

Larry Helgerman at  
brooksbirdclubweb@gmail.com

Mountwood Chapter

If you have any questions, call one of 
these contacts:
	 Jon Benedetti      304-488-8148
	 Jason White        304-483-5970
	 Terry Bronson    740-336-3752
	 Dick Esker          304-863-8765

March 19, 2026 – Ohio River Islands 
NWR, 9:00am. ORINWR parking lot.

March 26, 2026 – Washington Bottom 
Area, 9:00am. Washington Works Trail 
parking lot.

April 2, 2026 – McDonough Wildlife 
Refuge, 8:00am. McDonough parking lot.

April 9, 2026 – Seneca Lake, 8:00am. 
WV Welcome Center, Williamstown. 
Bring lunch.

April 16, 2026 – Birds & Flowers, New-
ell’s Run, 8:00am. WV Welcome Cen-
ter, Williamstown. Bring lunch.

April 23, 2026 – Ohio Birding Route 
Trail, 8:00am. Park & Ride, OH, Rt. 
339/Rt. 7. Bring lunch.

April 25, 2026 – Johnson T Janes Park, 
8:00am. JTJ Park parking lot, foot of 
27th St., Parkersburg.

April 30, 2026 – Collin’s Property, 
8:00am. WV Welcome Center, Wil-
liamstown.

May 2, 2026 – Broughton Nature, 
9:00am. Broughton NP parking lot by 
Food Pantry, Marietta Preserve.

May 7, 2026 – McDonough Wildlife Ref-
uge, 8:00am. McDonough parking lot.

May 14, 2026 – Middle Island trails, 
8:00am. WV Welcome Center, Wil-
liamstown. Bring lunch.

Nature Happenings 
Around the state
Potomac Valley Audubon

PVAS leads many birding trips each year; 
from local bird walks at locations includ-
ing the USGS Eastern Geological Science 
Center and our own nature preserves, to 
trips farther afield like Blackwater NWR 
and Delaware Bay.

April 14, May 12, 2026 – Rolling Ridge 
Conservancy Bird Walk, 7:30 am - 10:30 
am. Join Bill Telfair and Master Natural-
ist Scot DeGraf for a morning bird walk 
at Rolling Ridge Conservancy! This is a 
free/donation-based program. For ages 8 
and older. All youth must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Registration is required 
and limited to 15 participants.
	 Explore the habitat and the bird 
life with others on the gorgeous trails 
of Rolling Ridge Conservancy, the larg-
est privately-owned wilderness area near 
Washington DC and along the entire Ap-
palachian Trail. Anyone with an interest 
in birding is welcome to join trip lead-
ers Bill and Scot as they explore some of 
the 1,500 acres of protected woodlands. 
These walks are held on the second Tues-
day of every month.
	 Walking Distance: ~2-3 miles. Pace/

Activities: Leisurely (meandering, many 
breaks to stop and observe)
	 Exposure: Forested with dense cano-
py cover. Terrain: Earthen trail with some 
hilly, rocky sections that could be slippery 
when wet Mostly flat, some gentle slopes
	 Restroom: Restrooms are available 
for this program.
	 Parking/Where to Meet: Meet at 138 
Tupelo Ln, Harpers Ferry, WV 25425. 
The buildings in this area are in a circle and 
people can park anywhere off the circle.
	 What to Bring: Please wear sturdy 
walking shoes, bring along drinking wa-
ter, and dress for the weather. Walking 
poles are encouraged. Binoculars will be 
available for anyone who needs them.

March 18, April 15, May 20, 2026 
–  Bird Walk at Cool Spring Preserve, 
7:30 am - 10:30 am. Join Bill Telfair 
for a morning bird walk at Cool Spring 
Preserve! This is a free/donation-based 
program For ages 8 and older. All youth 
must be accompanied by an adult. Regis-
tration is required and limited to 15 par-
ticipants.
	 Anyone with an interest is welcome 
to come along, regardless of their bird-
ing skills. The trails at Cool Spring 
Preserve have a lot to offer! From well-
maintained footpaths to gorgeous views, 
the 74 acres of this preserve are home to 
much wildlife. 
	 Walking Distance: Approximately 1 
-2 miles. Pace/Activities: Leisurely (mean-
dering, many breaks to stop and observe)
	 Exposure: Partial shade/winter 
canopy. Some areas of full sun. Terrain: 
Hard ground/hiking trail in some ar-
eas, mowed grass in other areas. Gentle 
slopes/rolling hills
	 Restroom: At the start of the pro-
gram, Port-a-Pottys will be available. At 
the end of the program when the Case 
Nature Center is open, indoor flushing 
restrooms will be available.
	 Parking/Where to Meet: Partici-
pants should meet at the back deck (just 
down from the parking lot) of the Na-
ture Center.
    What to Bring: Wear sturdy shoes, 
dress for the weather, and bring water. If 
you have them, binoculars and cameras 
are recommended.

May 21, 2026 – “The Wilds”, Ohio, 
7:00am. WV Welcome Center, William-
stown. Bring lunch.

May 23, 2026 – McDonough, 8:00am. 
McDonough parking lot, Wildlife Refuge.

May 28, 2026 – Waterloo/Zaleski/Lake 
Hope, 7:00am. Park & Ride, OH, Rt. 
339/Rt. 7. Bring lunch.

May 30, 2026 – Johnson T Janes Park, 
8:00am. JTJ Park parking lot, foot of 
27th St., Parkersburg.

June 4, 2026 – North Bend State Park, 
8:00am .Kroger, 7th St. Parkersburg. 
Bring lunch.

June 11, 2026 – Mountwood Park, 
8:00am. Beach area (near torpedo). 
Bring lunch.

June 18–19, 2026 – New River Gorge – 
overnight. Details later.
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Correspondence
I’m snowed in beginning my 3rd week 
with snow. Very few birds. It’s been mis-
erably cold and I think others are feeding 
the birds or else they have moved to more 
protected wooded areas where there may 
be dead deer to feast on.
	 Dick Diener called yesterday and he 
is still sharp as a tack at 97. His daughter 
Natalie helped him call. He is no longer 
driving and has trouble with his near vi-
sion. I’m still volunteering at the bee lab 
once a week and sitting on my deck bird-
watching. I enjoy Merlin as my hearing 
is not too acute. Tell the old gang, what’s 
left of us, that I say hi.
– Jane Whitaker, Washington D.C., 2/6/26

First Birds of 2026
Happy New Year! First birds of the year 
were three cardinals at the feeder.
	 Looking forward to a good year.
– Paul and Debbie McKay, Wheeling, WV

3 Carolina chickadees.
– Cynthia Mullens, Grafton, WV

My first bird of 2026 was a mourning 
dove, followed by a second mourning dove 
and then a cardinal pair.
	 The first bird I heard was a titmouse.
– Shannon Burner, New Creek, WV

Judy’s was white-breasted nuthatch. Mine 
was red-bellied woodpecker.
– Jim & Judy Phillips, Pipestem, WV

A flock of goldfinches on the feeder tray.
– Bruni Haydl, Charles Town, WV

Foy birds were four robins, then white-
throated sparrow.
– Maggi Perl, Sias, WV

What a beautiful morning I awakened to...
white snow, blue sky, and abundant sun-
shine. My FOY bird was my all-time favor-
ite bird a song sparrow! The one bird that 
always brings me so much joy!
	 Happy New Year to all...and good 
birding to you.
– Debby Koegler, Wheeling, WV

Mine was a male cardinal. 
– Diane Holsinger, Timberville, VA

Here's something well worth sharing. Our friend, Freya McGregor of Access Birding, 
has been doing wonderful work to make the joy of birding more inclusive, especially 
for people with disabilities. I'm sure most of us are in favor of making birding more 
accessible, but we may be uncertain how to go about it. Freya has put together an 
outstanding course on how to plan and lead accessible bird outings. As far as I know, 
there's nothing else like this. I've seen parts of the course, and friends who have taken 
the whole thing have raved about it. I highly recommend this course for leaders at na-
ture centers, bird clubs, nature education programs, etc. More information at the link.

– From Kenn Kaufman, through BBC member Mindy Waldron

•••
Build your knowledge and skills to feel confident planning and leading outings that are 
accessible and inclusive for birders with disabilities!
	 You know it’s important to create inclusive programs and hold bird outings that are 
accessible to people with a wide variety of access needs. But you’re feeling overwhelmed 
and unsure that you have what it takes to do this.

Imagine if you:

Could learn directly from disabled birders about how their disability impacts their 
birding, and what they need from outing leaders to feel included?

Knew exactly how to identify accessible birding locations to host your outings?

Felt confident that you were including all relevant information about your events so 
that the broadest variety of people feel like they could participate?

Understood up-to-date disability-related language, the most respectful ways to com-
municate with disabled birders, and how to truly be an ally?

Felt empowered to design and lead an outing in your own community that was fun, 
friendly, and welcoming?

•••

Become a Certified Access Birding Outing Leader  
and you’ll be able to answer ‘I can do that!’

Over 8 weeks and 30 hours you’ll learn how to design and host a variety of inclusive 
and accessible outings that meet the needs of disabled birders.
	 With self-paced modules to watch when it suits you, a live group workshop each 
week to dive deeper, and a workbook packed full of how-tos, worksheets and more 
resources, you’ll develop in-depth knowledge of how to be the outing leader you’ve 
always wished you had.
	 Throughout the course you’ll be working towards leading or co-leading your own 
accessible outing, putting what you’ve been learning to practice. Reflection activities 
will prepare you to thoughtfully consider how your outing went, and you’ll leave with 
a resume- (and confidence-) boosting certification!

•••

Go to the website below for more details about these modules:
https://accessbirding.com/certified-access-birding-outing-leader-course

Become a Certified Access  
Birding Outing Leader
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...
A very good birding  

winter in WV!

Highlights included numerous 
evening grosbeaks. More photos 

featured on pages 4-5.

Photo by Tristan Phillips,  
in Canaan Valley, 2/1/26.
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