
 WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM 
 

   Please Type or Print Legibly   
 

Species: 
   

Number: (leave blank) 
   

 

      
 

           

Location: 
   

Date: 
   

Time: 
 

 

       
 

           

Bird Seen: 
 

To: 
 

Age/Sex: 
    

 

      
 

           

 
Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a 
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow. 
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.  
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for 
the observation. 
 
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of any vocalizations, if heard: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of behavior: 



Habitat: (General and Specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Previous experience with this species: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)  
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can 
submit their own report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 



Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Date: 
 
 
Signature: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee 

Attn: Wil Hershberger  
170 Stallion Ct. 

Hedgesville, WV 25427  
Or E-mail to: 

wilhershberger@mac.com 



Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any 
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: 




	Species: Limpkin
	Number leave blank: WVBRC 2023-7
	Location: Stonewall Jackson Lake, Lewis Co.
	Date: 10-9-23
	Time: 7:00AM
	Bird Seen: 7:05
	To: 8:35
	AgeSex: Adult, Uknown
	Structure Overall size and shape plus details on the head feet tail etc: Heron like bird that is larger than green heron but smaller than great blue heron. Long down curved bill, light colored head that starts to get darker near the base of the neck. Long dark feet with large seperated toes.
	Plumage eg markings coloration molt: Light colored head with darker brown body with white/grayish feather speckeled along the body
	Description of any vocalizations if heard: Bird did not vocalize. 
	Description of behavior: Foraging along the shore eating invasive Chinese Mystery Snails. Erratic, quick short movements as it worked along the shoreline. 
	Habitat General and Specific: Sandy/muddy shoreline along the lakes edge. Bird was also seen roosting in dead trees at the mouth of Canoe Run. 
	Circumstances of observation Include details of distance to bird optics employed lighting in relation to observer and the bird: Bird was within 15 yards of me at one point as I photographed it. Originally spotted through binos. 
	Previous experience with this species: Seen in Florida during winter visits to the state. 
	Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description Please be specific: Ive seen herons, egrets, spoonbills, and cranes. All of which have similar stance and posture from time to time but wouldn't be confused with a Limpkin. 
	Other observers Names Addresses Email please If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here If they care to provide additional details they can submit their own report: I was on site with Kyle Klotz during the observation, many birders saw this bird over the nect few days/weeks.
	Books illustrations and advice consulted and especially how did these influence this description: 
	How long after observing this bird did you first write this description: Several months as I figured someone else would submit a form but after seeing Gary's post on the Rare Bird Alert I wanted to get one submitted for the WVRBC.
	Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: Bird was initially found by some fisherman who then asked a friend "Hey whats this bird?" once word was out of the possible Limpkin sighting I met in the area with Kyle Klotz the following morning to try and relocate and document the bird. Bird stayed in area for several weeks and was seen by many in the birding community. 
	Observers Name: Nathan Rees
	Observers Address: 
	Date that this file was completed: 12/14/23


