WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly
Species:

Eurasian Collared-Dove

Number: (leave blank)

Location:

Martinsburg, WV

Date:

Bird Seen:

2:00pm

To:

2:45pm

4/7/2019

Age/Sex:

WVBRC 2019-1
Time:

2:00pm

Unknown/Unknown

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow.
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for
the observation.
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)

Dove shape and size, large body, small head. Short light grey legs, dark beak, square tail.

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt)

Pale grey upper and lower with darker primaries. Obvious black "cresent" on nape. White undertail
coverts. Missing dark marks found on Mourning dove wings.

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:

Two longer coos followed by one short coo, in a continuous pattern. The coos are all the same
monotone note.

Description of behavior:

Hopping around the branches of pine trees, calling and checked out an old nest. (not believed to be
it's old nest)

Habitat: (General and Specific)

Suburban part of town, most houses with .25 acres. There are fields less than a mile away, but there
are several houses where it's been seen, therefore all different kinds of trees.

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)

Spotted initially with the naked eye, then with Nikon aculon 10x42 binoculars, about 30-40 yards
away with the sun at my 9 O'clock. Then it flew into the trees in my backyard, 10 yards away, and I
photographed it there looking almost straight up, with the sun almost directly behind the bird. Pictures
were taken with Nikkor 200-500mm 5.6E

Previous experience with this species:

Originally saw this species in Georgia 6 years ago. Photographed it then, as it was my first time
seeing it. Then two years ago I was a little surprised to see a pair of them on my road, but was
unable to varify species for sure. And the same happened last year, a pair seemed to hang out
around the pear tree's at the beginning of the road, but I was unable to get any photographs of them.

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)

Looks very different from Mourning dove plumage wise. Size wise I am uncertain, as I haven't seen it
near a Mourning dove to compare. Paler all over, compared to Mourning dove. Also missing dark
markings on the wings and the blue around the eyes that the Mourning dove has.

Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can
submit their own report.

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

Merlin app, to verify the cooing.
I consulted Joe Hildreth who informed me he consulted Derek Courtney.

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?

8 days after the last observation, 2 years after first sighting.

Name:

Robert Sebring

Address:
Date:

4/15/19

Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wil Hershberger
170 Stallion Ct.
Hedgesville, WV 25427
Or E-mail to:
wilhershberger@mac.com

Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:

