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Mourning Doves

Ralph K. Bell

The Mourning Dove is a common species in many yards and orchards in our
area. Warren Jacobs, the famous oologist (collector of bird eggs) in 1883
considered it abundant everywhere in southwestern Pennsylvania except in the
more densely wooded districts. Its name, no doubt, was derived by its mournful
note, and some people are apprehensive about the sound until they realize it is the
mating song of the Mourning Dove.

Years ago, some people might have confused the Mourning Dove with the
Passenger Pigeon, but the pigeon was a larger bird with 12 tail feathers and a red
eye, while the Mourning Dove has 14 tail feathers and the eyes are brown.

It would appear that Mourning Dove numbers in this area decreased during the
early part of this century (Todd, 1940), but they are now much more common. A
couple of reasons could account for this, such as an increase in people feeding
birds and a great increase in evergreens, especially Blue Spruce, in both country
and town yards.

Their nests are often on a flat branch and are flimsy affairs, made up of small
sticks covered with a few rootlets and grasses. It’s really not much of a nest and
sometimes one of the two eggs is kicked out if the parent makes a quick exit. Doves
will sometimes occupy old nests of other species. Old Robin nests are a favorite.
Doves are early nesters. I have noted young out of the nest as early as April 15
(1977). They are also late nesters. On September 6. 1986, a dove was noted
brooding two eggs here on the farm. Doves have been noted on rare occasions to
lay three eggs, but [ have not noticed it here. Mourning Doves typically raise two
to three broods.

Since 1954, 1,052 doves have been banded here, but they are shy about entering
a trap the second time as only 64 (6%) have been retrapped. Six hundred thirty four
were known adults when banded. The oldest dove banded here was an adult female
banded on April 8, 1988, and last captured on September 14, 1997, so this
individual lived at least 10 years. Its wing length lengthened as it became older,
from 135 mm when banded to 142 mm when last captured in 1997.

At times Mourning Doves are almost fearless. Once, while I was checking a
nest to band the young, the mother stayed on the nest and permitted me to take her
off the nest, then band her and replace her back on her eggs.

Mourning Doves seem to develop habits that continue over the years. Mourn-
ing Doves seem to prefer congregating, both spring and fall, at a certain location
on the power line that crosses our farm, especially in the fall evenings when they
are the most numerous. I'm not sure when this started, but my notes say that 25
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individuals were on the electric wires in that precise location on August 24, 1958.
On August 12, 1975, 45 were counted there, and this pattern is still continuing,
even into December, in reduced numbers.

Banders who have handled many doves have probably noticed that one or more
toenails may be missing. Some doves stay over winter and do not migrate. I presume
missing toenails (and short toes) are caused by freezing during extremely cold
weather. Nineteen of the 31 adults banded in 1985 had one or more nails missing.
Two ofthe doves had five nails missing; and in 1995, one adult had six nails missing.

The increase in Mourning Dove numbers here shows up in our local Breeding
Bird Survey route that was started in 1966. Table 1 shows the totals counted per
year for the first 16 years (1966-1981) compared to the last 16 years (1983-
1998). Comparisons for the same periods are given also for the local Christmas
Bird Count and my banding totals.

Table 1
Mourning Dove Records for Greene County, Pennsylvania

Breeding Bird Survey Christmas Counts No. Banded
1966-1981 6.5 ind./year 105.7 ind./year 12.4 ind./year
1983-1998 16.6 ind./year 143.8 ind./year 45.3 ind./year

Dove hunting is a popular sport in some areas so evidently many are not
reported. There have been only eight reported recoveries over 50 miles from here
of my banded Mourning Doves, and all but one have been to the south. The only
banded dove recovered north of here was banded on October 24, 1988, in northern
Ohio so it may have been migrating south when captured and banded, and decided
to stay north the winter it was found dead. It has been proven by my banding (Bel/,
1985) that a hardy species such as the Song Sparrow may stay north some winters,
but migrate other years. This may be true also of the Mourning Dove.

Table 2 lists the eight reported recoveries giving the date; age; sex, if known
when banded; the date and place of recovery; and how the bird was obtained when
recovered.

Table 2
Recovery of Banded Mourning Doves

Banding Date Age & Sex  Recovery Date  Place of Recovery How Obtained
April 13,1957 AHY U Jan. 7, 1960 Murfreesboro, TN Found Dead
July 14,1958 L U Dec. 3, 1958 Near Alma, GA Killed
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Banding Date

July 3, 1959
Sept. 5, 1963
April 11, 1965
July 5,1968
May 9, 1986
Oct. 24,1988

Age & Sex

AHY
L
AHY
L
AHY
AHY

IR B el i e !

Recovery Date

Oct. 5, 1961
Sept. 20, 1964
Fall 1965
Dec. 28,1968
Jan. 1988
Dec. 25,1990

AHY - adult (banded after hatch year)
L —local (banded in nest or still too young to fly far) F — female

Place of Recovery

Near Marion, SC
Near Mayfield, KY
Lake City, FL
Near Kingstree, SC
Near Douglas, GA
Near Grafton, OH

How Obtained

Shot
Shot
Shot
Shot
Found Dead
Found Dead

U —sex unknown at time of banding

The following map shows the recovery locations of the eight recoveries.
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Owl Mortalities Along West Virginia Interstate 79

Joey Herron

Numerous Eastern Screech-Owls are killed along West Virginia highways
each year. During a period from 1992 to 1995, I decided to count the number of
owls that I saw lying along Interstate 79 as I traveled between Charleston, Weston,
Fairmont, and Morgantown, West Virginia. This stretch of road covers over 150
miles and winds through hills and valleys of prime owl habitat. Sixty Screech-Owls,
a Great Horned Owl, and three Barred Owls were found during the study period.
Other birds found included a Flicker, two Ring-necked Pheasants, and four Ruffed
Grouse.

It is interesting to note that most of the owl mortalities occurred during the fall
and winter months. This may be due to the open area long the interstate and the
limited food supply during the cold months of the year in wooded areas. The
following figure shows the number killed and the months the birds were collected.

ocT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR  APRIL  MAY

Owls killed on I-79 from November 1992 through March 1995.

511 Ohio Avenue
Fairmont, WV 26554
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Three Rivers Migration Observatory: Fall Migration 1998

Ronald A. Canterbury,! Jim Meyer,? and Dollie M. Stover®

The fourth year of bird banding at the Three Rivers Migration Observatory
(TRMO) was a moderately successful operation. Banding stations were operated
for 114 days between July 7-December 5, 1998. Additional sites used this year
were Athens (Mercer County), Bluefield (Mercer County), Bluestone State Park
(Summers County), and Pipestem (Summers County). July and August were cooler
and wetter than normal, but September through November were warmer and drier
than expected. Most of the frontal systems were weak and only a few frosts
occurred by the end of November. The cool and wet weather of August may have
produced an early migration and most warblers were gone by October 1.

A total 4,216 birds of 95 species and one hybrid was captured with a capture
ratio 0f 43.81 birds per 100 net hours. An average of eight 12-meter mist nets were
used per day during the study. There were 305 birds captured in July (n = 14 days),
549 in August (n = 26 days), 1,321 in September (n = 28 days), 1,317 birds in
October (n = 29 days), 648 in November (n = 14 days), and 76 birds during three
days in December. The biggest day was September 11 with 163 captures followed
by October 26 with 155 captures, and only five days produced captures in excess
of 100.

Nine new species and one hybrid were added this fall: Mourning Dove, Yellow-
billed and Black-billed cuckoos, Least Flycatcher, Bicknell’s Thrush, Lawrence’s
Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Fox and White-crowned sparrows, and Baltimore
Oriole (Table 1). Two Black-billed Cuckoos were window casualties at the Lilly
Mountain banding station. We released 90 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds from
mist nets.

We captured 1,058 birds at Athens (n =30 days), 98 at Bluefield (n = 4 days),
239 at Bluestone State Park (n = 10 days), 1,211 at Lilly Mountain (n = 41 days),
299 at Pipestem (n = 10 days), and 1,311 at Sandstone Falls (n = 60 days) (Table
2). A Short-eared Owl was heard on Lilly Mountain on August 8. The American
Goldfinch was caught in greatest numbers with 824 captures (Table 1). This was
followed by the House Finch with 566 captures. These two finches staged a good
movement through the Athens and Pipestem areas. The Tennessee Warbler staged
a relatively good flight through Lilly Mountain with 345 captures. As in recent
years, the Yellow-rumped Warbler migrated in good numbers through lowland
areas, e.g., Sandstone Falls and Bluestone State Park, and birds were still passing
through in late October. Resident species such as Tufted Titmouse, Carolina
Chickadee, Carolina Wren, Northern Cardinal, and Song Sparrow were captured in
good numbers, which may represent migrants from the north. Thrushes were in low
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numbers, and no major flight developed in the area. The Veery was not captured
during the study.

A good number of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers was captured, and their movement
appeared better than in 1997 and similar to 1996 (Canterbury & Stover, 1998). The
capture of Indigo Buntings (n = 131) was similar to that of 1996 (n = 136 captures)
and 1997 (n = 96 captures). We also noted a good movement of House and Winter
wrens and Scarlet Tanagers (Table 1). Large flocks of Eastern Bluebirds and Cedar
Waxwings were noted in the study areas.

Birds banded and recaptured during the year included 1 Red-bellied Wood-
pecker, 3 Downy Woodpeckers, 1 Blue Jay, 35 Carolina Chickadees, 20 Tufted
Titmice, 26 CarolinaWrens, 3 House Wrens, 2 Winter Wrens, 3 Golden-crowned
Kinglets, 8 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 1 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 4 Hermit Thrushes.
30 Gray Catbirds, 1 Brown Thrasher, 12 White-eyed Vireos, 2 Red-eyed Vireos.
2 Blue-winged Warblers, 1 Golden-winged Warbler. 3 Tennessee Warblers, 6
Magnolia Warblers, 1 Yellow-rumped Warbler, 1 Black-throated Green Warbler,
5 American Redstarts, 5 Ovenbirds, | Kentucky Warbler, 14 Common Yel-
lowthroats, 10 Hooded Warblers, 2 Yellow-breasted Chats, 40 Northern Cardi-
nals, 7 Indigo Buntings, 10 Eastern Towhees, 9 Chipping Sparrows, 6 Field
Sparrows, 28 Song Sparrows, 1 Lincoln’s Sparrow, 3 Swamp Sparrows, 15 White-
throated Sparrows, 2 White-crowned Sparrows, 3 Dark-eyed Juncos, 1 Red-
winged Blackbird, 62 House Finches, and 31 American Goldfinches. Recaptures of
two Carolina Chickadees banded in 1996, two Carolina Wrens banded in 1997, a
Ruby-crowned Kinglet banded in 1996, one Gray Catbird banded in 1997 and three
in 1996, two White-eyed Vireos banded in 1996, one Ovenbird banded in 1996,
three Northern Cardinals banded in 1996, two Indigo Buntings banded in 1996, and
four American Goldfinches banded in 1996 and one from 1997 are noteworthy.

The banders who participated this year were Janet Meyer, Jim Meyer, Ann
McRae, Allen Waldron, and station co-directors Dollie Stover and Ronald Canter-
bury. Allen Waldron assisted with maintaining net lanes at the two main stations of
Sandstone Falls and Lilly Mountain. The following people aided in tending nets,
keeping records, and in many other ways: Sandy Canterbury, Bill Hank, Margaret
Hank, Dave Llewellyn, and Tommy Stover. The National Park Service provided
some mist nets, and partial funding was provided by the Brooks Bird Club and
Concord College. Cully McCurdy and Keith Cooper kindly granted permission to
band birds at Bluestone State Park.
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Sharp-shinned Hawk
Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Yellow-shafted Flicker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Acadian Flycatcher
Traill’s Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Blue Jay

Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Bicknell’s Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
European Starling

Peak No.

4

g LYW W

-~

Table 1
Species List 1998

First Last
Sept. 19
July 11 Nov. 16
Sept. 15 Oct. 1
Sept. 18
July 11 Dec. 1
July 23 Nov. 19 ...
July 20 Dec. 4
July 30 Sept. 26
Sept. 14 Sept. 25
Aug. 3 Sept. 16
Sept. 15
Sept. 17 Sept. 27
Sept. 17 Nov. 13
July 11 Nov. 13
Aug. 27
July 11 Dec. 4
July 10 Dec. 5
July 23 Aug. 18
Oct. 3 Oct. 21
July 10 Nov. 29
July 16 Oct. 12
Sept. 25 Oct. 28
Oct. 3 Oct. 30
Sept. 24 Dec. 3
July 20 Sept. 13
July 27 Nov. 11
Sept. 24
Sept. 27
Sept. 6 Oct. 3
Oct. 13 Nov. 13
July 7 Sept. 10
July 10 Oct. 24
July 7 Oct. 24
July 16 Oct. 2
July 16 Oct. 16
Nov. 21

THE REDSTART — OCTOBER, 1999

Date

July 11

Dec. 4
Nov. 26

W o=
oo

o

el
7 o
—
o oo

Oct. 28

July 27

Sept. 10 30

Sept. 29
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White-eyed Vireo 14
Blue-headed Vireo 21
Yellow-throated Vireo 9

2

Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo 30

Blue-winged Warbler 4
Golden-winged Warbler 5
Lawrence’s Warbler 4
Tennessee Warbler 345
Nashville Warbler 5
Northern Parula 3
Yellow Warbler 6
Chestnut-sided Warbler 13
Magnolia Warbler 99
Cape May Warbler 18
Black-throated Blue Warbler il
Yellow-rumped Warbler 19

Black-throated Green Warbler 39

Blackburnian Warbler 4
Yellow-throated Warbler 3
Prairie Warbler 4
Palm Warbler 15
Bay-breasted Warbler 7
Cerulean Warbler 1
Blackpoll Warbler 1
Black-and-White Warbler 4
American Redstart 82
Worm-eating Warbler 20
Ovenbird 42
Northern Waterthrush 3
Louisiana Waterthrush 4
Kentucky Warbler 11
Connecticut Warbler 1
Mourning Warbler 3
Common Yellowthroat 55
Hooded Warbler 69
Wilson’s Warbler 2
Canada Warbler 3
Yellow-breasted Chat 2
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First

July 20
July 30
Aug. 5

Sept. 26
July 10
Aug. 26
July 27
July 20
Aug. 26
Sept. 3

Sept. 1
July 10
Aug. 27
Aug. 29
Sept. 12
Aug. 27
Sept. 2
Sept. 4
Aug. 27
Sept. 4
Sept. 3
Sept. 6
Sept. 5
Aug. 29
Sept.
July
July

Last

Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Sept. 17
Oct. 10
Oct. 9
Sept. 3
Aug. 21
Sept. 19
Oct. 4

Sept. 30
July 30
Sept. 25
Oct. 24
Sept. 26
Oct. 16
Dec. 5

Oct. 17
Sept. 14

Sept. 14
Oct. 12
Oct. 5

Sept. 4
Oct. 10
Sept. 18
Oct. 14
Oct. 13
July 20
Sept. 3

Sept. 19
Oct. 30
Sept. 27
Sept. 19
Sept. 6
Sept. 26

Peak No.

47

O W Oy O

W

L A

Date

July 20

July 20

(v

Sept.

Sept. 9
Sept. 14
Sept. 20
Oct. 10, 21
Sept. 25

Sept. 9

_.
=

=

GI\JO

({O ({Q

>
=

>
=
(&
%)
w

Sept. 18
Sept. 15
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Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Eastern Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow
Lincoln’s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-thoated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Red-winged Blackbird
Common Grackle
Baltimore Oriole

Purple Finch

House Finch

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

Downy Woodpecker
Yellow-shafted Flicker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Traill’s Flycatcher
Acadian Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Blue Jay

Tufted Titmouse
Carolina Chickadee
Brown Creeper

No. First
30 July 10
132 July 11
8 Aug. 13
131 Aug. 3
48 July 7
22 July 11
3 Sept. 14
3 Nov. |
210 July 16
30 Sept. 29
31 Oct. 10
237 Sept. 25
10 Oct. 10
80 Oct. 3
3 July 11
4 Aug. 11
2 July 20
5 Oct. 29
566 July 11
824 July 10
27 July 18
Table 2

Last Peak No. Date

Oct. 2 Sept. 18, 27
Dec. 4 8 Aug. 11, Dec. 4
Oct. 3

Oct. 21 19 Sept. 17
Oct. 31 4 Oct. 12
Nov. 13 5 Nov. 13
Nov. 29 4 Oct. 19
Nov. 26

Dec. 4 15 Oct. 26
Oct. 29 9 Oct. 10
Oct. 29 5 Oct. 14,29

Nov. 30 16 Oct. 16
Oct. 30
Dec. 4 15 Dec. 4
July 16
Aug. 23

Nov. 18
Dec. 1
Dec. 5
Nov. 19

(U5}
(VS)

Sept. 9
Oct. 31

N
W

Birds Captured per Site

Sandstone Falls

—
ALY O e O N W

—
b —
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Carolina Wren 29
House Wren 6
Winter Wren 7
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 27
Golden-crowned Kinglet 12
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 26
Eastern Bluebird 1
Bicknell’s Thrush 1
Swainson’s Thrush 11
Hermit Thrush 12
Wood Thrush 5
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American Robin

Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
White-eyed Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Golden-winged Warbler
Lawrence’s Warbler
Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Prairie Warbler

Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Worm-eating Warbler
Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Mourning Dove

Black-billed Cuckoo (found dead)

Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher

Eastern Phoebe

Tufted Titmouse
Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
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Louisiana Waterthrush
Kentucky Warbler
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson’s Warbler
Canada Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting

Eastern Towhee
Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Baltimore Oriole
House Finch

American Goldfinch

Lilly Mountain

White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird
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Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
White-eyed Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Lawrence’s Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Palm Warbler

Cerulean Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler

Mourning Dove
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Eastern Phoebe

Blue Jay

Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Carolina Wren

House Wren

Eastern Bluebird

Wood Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird

European Starling
Golden-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
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Yellow-rumped Warbler
Prairie Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Worm-eating Warbler
Kentucky Warbler
Connecticut Warbler
Ovenbird

Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Canada Warbler

Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting

Eastern Towhee

Field Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
American Goldfinch

Athens

Yellow-rumped Warbler
Palm Warbler

Ovenbird

Common Yellowthroat
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Eastern Towhee

Song Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Comimon Grackle
Purple Finch

House Finch

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
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Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Blue Jay

Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

Hooded Warbler

Yellow-shafted Flicker
Eastern Phoebe

Blue Jay

Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Carolina Wren
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Hermit Thrush

Gray Catbird

Red-eyed Vireo
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Common Yellowthroat

Mourning Dove
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Blue Jay

Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

House Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
American Robin

Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
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Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Song Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Common Grackle
House Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

120

S
O — ) B ) e D

100

80

ot

60

Number of Birds Captured
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Northern Cardinal
Indigo Bunting

Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
American Goldfinch
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Red-eved Vireo
Black-and-White Warbler
Ovenbird

Northern Cardinal
Eastern Towhee
Chipping Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Red-winged Blackbird
House Finch

American Goldfinch
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Day of Operation

Figure 1. Number of birds captured per day during the
fall 1998 season.
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The 1998 Christmas Bird Count Summary

Ronald A. Canterbury

The 1998 Christmas Bird Counts were held between December 19, 1998, and
January 3, 1999. The winter was very mild with an average temperature of 36°F at
the starting time on December 19 and 20, 1998, and an average of 48°F at the end
of the period (n = 7 counts). Sixteen counts were submitted with an average
temperature of 28°F and 41°F at the start and end of the counts, respectively. For
example, the temperatures during the Pipestem count were typical of the region
with a morning low of 34°F and a high 0of 46°F. No snowfall was reported and water
was open during most counts.

There were 109 species of birds reported by 16 separate groups, consisting of
210 38 people per count. Additional species observed during count week were the
Snow Goose (Parkersburg count), Northern Shoveler (Inwood count), Canvasback
(Parkersburg count), Redhead (Pipestem count), and Oldsquaw (Clarksville, Penn-
sylvania count). The 109 species totaled 96,362 individuals. The European Starling
led all species in numbers, while there were seven species for which only one bird was
observed. Twenty-seven species were observed on all counts, while eight species
were listed on one count only. Species observed in 1997 but not this year included
Mute Swan, Blue-winged Teal, Surf Scoter, Peregrine Falcon, Short-eared Owl,
Savannah Sparrow, and Evening Grosbeak. Charles Town, West Virginia, had the
greatest number of species with 81.

I participated on the Pipestem. Raleigh County, and the newly formed McDowell
County counts. The following species were counted in higher numbers than recent
years: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (n = 92), Eastern Phoebe (n = 40), Eastern
Bluebird (n = 1,036), and Field Sparrow (n = 269). Other participants noted good
numbers of Killdeer (n = 90), Belted Kingfisher (n = 93), Winter Wren (e.g., 30
on the Oak Hill count), Northern Mockingbird, and the American Tree Sparrows in
the area. Inaddition, the American Robin (n=2.684), Yellow-rumped Warbler (n=339).
and Eastern Towhee (n =242) wintered in good numbers in the area. The Charleston
and Ona counts, for example, reported 68 and 33 Eastern Towhees, respectively. The
Oak Hill countreported 11 Belted Kingfishers.

Unusual finds include a Spotted Sandpiper on the Charles Town count and two
American Woodcocks on the Lewisburg count. Several species continue their
northward winter range expansion or wintered in the area due to mild weather and
were noted on counts: House Wren (Elkins, McDowell County, Pipestem counts),
Gray Catbird (Clarksville, Pennsylvania and Parkersburg counts) and Brown Thrasher
(11 found on four counts). Warblers noted included a Pine Warbler at Charleston,
Palm Warbler at Canaan, a Common Yellowthroat at Huntington, and Yellow-
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rumps mentioned previously. Additional noteworthy items include five Chipping
Sparrows on both the Charles Town and Inwood counts. The Dark-eyed Junco count
was low inmost count areas, except for Inwood, West Virginia (n=1,921). There was
no major finch invasion from the north. No Evening Grosbeaks were noted and only

18 Pine Siskins were noted.

Species Observed

Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Tundra Swan

Snow Goose

Canada Goose

Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck
Mallard

Northern Pintail
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

American Wigeon
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup
Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Oldsquaw

Common Merganser
Hooded Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture

Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
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Red-shouldered Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel

Ring-necked Pheasant

Ruffed Grouse
Wild Turkey
Northern Bobwhite
American Coot
Killdeer

Spotted Sandpiper
Common Snipe
American Woodcock
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Bonaparte’s Gull
Rock Dove
Mourning Dove
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl

Belted Kingfisher

Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

Pileated Woodpecker

Eastern Phoebe
Horned Lark
Blue Jay
American Crow



Common Raven
Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird

Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Northern Mockingbird
Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
Loggerhead Shrike
European Starling

Pine Warbler

Palm Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler

Common Yellowthroat
Northern Cardinal
Eastern Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Red-winged Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Purple Finch

House Finch

Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow

Species With the Greatest Numbers

Species

European Starling
American Crow
Dark-eyed Junco
Rock Dove
American Robin
Canada Goose
Mallard
Mourning Dove
Northern Cardinal
Common Grackle
American Goldfinch
Song Sparrow

Number
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Observed on All Counts

Species

Great Blue Heron
Canada Goose
American Kestrel

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove

Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
American Crow

Blue Jay

Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

American Robin
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
Northern Cardinal

Song Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco

House Finch

American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
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Number

88
2,439
157
3,116
2,417



Observed on One Count Only

Species Number
Horned Grebe 1
Tundra Swan CcwW
Snow Goose Ccw
Canvasback CwW
Redhead CwW

Red-breasted Merganser
Northern Bobwhite
Lincoln’s Sparrow

—_ RO

CW = count week.

Where Observed

Parkersburg, West Virginia
Parkersburg, West Virginia
Parkersburg, West Virginia
Parkersburg, West Virginia
Pipestem, West Virginia
Charleston, West Virginia
Raleigh County, West Virginia
Parkersburg, West Virginia

Location of Participating Counts

Canaan, West Virginia
Charleston, West Virginia
Charles Town, West Virginia
Clarksville, Pennsylvania

Elkins, West Virginia
Huntington, West Virginia
Inwood, West Virginia
Lewisburg, West Virginia
McDowell County, West Virginia
Oak Hill, West Virginia

Ona, West Virginia

Parkersburg, West Virginia
Pipestem, West Virginia

Raleigh County, West Virginia
Western Hardy County, West Virginia
Wheeling, West Virginia
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The 1998 Fall Migration at Hanging Rock,
Monroe County, West Virginia

J. Ray Davis

This year’s observers at Hanging Rock Raptor Observatory represented the
following states: West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky. Maryland, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Florida, New Jersey, New York, Indiana,
Texas, and Washington. The “We Came a Long Way to Get Here” awards this year
gotoJohn and Wendy Todd from West Kilbride, Scotland; and David De La Cruz from
Kunming, Peoples' Republic of China. An expression of gratitude to the hundreds of
people who visited the tower this year. Because of you, it continues to be a special
place.

Grateful acknowledgment this year to Rodney Davis for the numerous trips he
made to the top of Peters Mountain. Thanks also to George Pence for hauling the sign-
in log book a number of times up the mountain, and for being chair of the entertainment
committee.

Every year from August to December, the misunderstood and persecuted diurnal
birds of prey begin their annual migratory flight from their northern home to sunny
and warm Central or South America. Along the way. the spectacular beauty of their
flight may be recorded on film, or their presence inscribed on a piece of paper. Thanks
to the following observers who helped capture their flight: Rodney and Carol Davis,
Sam and Carol England, Mark Prosser. George Pence, Deborah Miller, Sean McDermott,
Sandy and Todd Fenstermacher, Lisa Barroso, Sharon Smith, Peggy Spiegel, Mona
Deaver, Sally Alm, Dallas McCallister, Matt Mullins, Jim Mullins, Ralph Nash, Jim and
Judy Phillips, Josh Lipton, Karen McMann, George Hurley, Nicky Fleshman, Linville
Booth, Alan Rice, Ken Anderson, Butch Hickman, Doug Hansen, Debbie and Tom
and Caitlin Long. Carol and Dan LaFon, Wendell Argabrite, Michael Griffith, Bob
Myles, Bill Opengari, Bill Capaldo, Jr., Vernon Blankenship, Cynthiaand David Ellis,
Ron and Connie Abbott, Mary Ratliff, Patricia Polentz, Jim French, Bruce Grimes, Jim
Lyons, and Susan Daniels.

The following table shows hawk count data collected at Hanging Rock Raptor Observa-
tory during the 1998 fall migration.
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The 1998 Hanging Rock Hawk Count
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Weather

Date UA RS BW RT UB KE ME OT Totals Wind/Clouds/Temp  Hrs.
18-Aug I NW 20/60%/65 1.25
30-Aug I 3 SE 5/60%/72 0.75
1-Sep 6 6 SE3-10/100%/70 3.75
3-Sep 0 S5-10/100%/70 3
4-Sep 2 4 7 NW 10/20%/68 3.5
6-Sep 2 65 69 NW 5-10/5/15%/85 5
7-Sep 1 6 14 NW 5-15/70%/80 7
8-Sep 3 10 13 NW 10/20%/68 6
9-Sep 2 1 26 29 NW 10-15/0%/55 7
10-Sep 1 2 2 154 5 171 NW 10-20/0%/62 7.5
11-Sep 2 5 3 90 2 107 NW 5/0%/67 7
12-Sep 1 4 2 356 3 372 NW 5-10/0%/80 7.5
13-Sep 3 3 11 3 122 NW 2-10/0%/85 8.5
14-Sep I 3 84 4 96 SE5/15%/88 6.25
15-Sep 2 2 1 25 33 NW 5/15%/84 5.75
16-Sep 7 79 86 NW 5/40%/74 7
17-Sep I 1 267 270 N 5/80%/78 6.75
18-Sep 3 i 99 107 SE 5-20/100% Fog/74 8.75
19-Sep 1 3 32 37 SE 5-15/Hazy/76 6.25
20-Sep 3 3 8 3 1 1037 1 | 1 1060 NE 0-3/Hazy/78 9
21-Sep 1 2 8 1 150 1 163 NW10/100%Rain/74 5
22-Sep 3 1 352 9 41 I 17 2 126 NW15/100%Rain/66 7.25

Weather
Date O BE GE UE NH S8 CH UA RS BW RT UB KE ME OT Totals W ind/Clouds/Temp  Hrs.
23-Sep I 17 1 2 109 2 7 139 W 0-5/10-30%/56 12
24-Sep 3 1 4 33 1 42 SE 10-20/30% 8
25-Sep l 43 2 35 81 NW 10-15/Hazy/53 6.5
26-Sep I 1 3 18 2 | 2 28 NW 0-5 10%/69 8
27-Sep 2 1 20 2 41 I 3 70 No Data Avail. 5.25
1-Oct. 2 147 3 2 3 10 68 NW 13-25/80%/60 6.5
3-Oct. i 9 3 | I 2 2 19 SE20-35/80%/61 4
4-Oct. 1 | 2 S 5mph/70%/68 5.5
10-Oct 3 1 4 2 10 NE 20/50%/50 5.5
11-Oct 21 5 4 1 2 1 34 NW 12-16/0%/59 3
15-Oct 1 19 1 3 24 NW 10-15/0%/43 3
16-Oct 3 2 5 NW 1-3/0%/62 1.23
17-Oct. 6 6 SW 0-5/Hazy/70 3.75
25-Oct. 9 4 1 14 SW 15/80%/58 3
1-Nov 1 4 3 8 SW 1/ Hazy/55 4
7-Nov 1 I SW 5-10 50%/47 2
12-Nov 22 4 SW 10/60%/49 3
14-Nov 0 Hazy 1
22-Nov 0 Fog 1
13-Dec 3 1 4 SW I5/Hazy/48 3
Totals 41 8 2 0 13 307 60 8 7 2882 43 8 063 8 I 3451 210.5




Other Birds: Sep 20 — Unidentified Falcon

Abbreviations: O - Osprey, BE - Bald Eagle, GE - Golden Eagle, UE - unidentified eagle, NH
- Northern Harrier, SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk, CH - Cooper’s Hawk, UA - unidentified
accipitor, RS - Red-shouldered Hawk, BW - Broad-winged Hawk, RT - Red-tailed Hawk, UB
- unidentified buteo, KE - American Kestrel, ME - Merlin, Oth. - other species

Notes:

Very few kettles seen this year.

182 of the 210 hours recorded resulted in fewer than 10 birds in an hour span.

Sept. 9 to Sept. 13 resulted in no clouds for 5 days and really had to work hard to see birds.
Rain on Sept. 21 and 22 in our area (peak count days) diverted birds to other mountain ranges.

P.O. Box 161
Lewisburg, WV 24901
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Field Notes
Spring Season
March through May, 1999

James D. Phillips, Editor

Temperatures were normal to cool for the season. Precipitation was light
despite one foot of snow in mid-March and more than five inches of rain in May.
In fact, drought conditions were in the making. The shorebird migration seemed
more dispersed since more variety was found in the mountains this time. Early
migrants were on schedule and in good numbers. The later migrants seemed to be
later than normal. A good waterfowl migration was evident judging from the
numbers and variety of species located in the region.

Common Loons were noted in two locations in Preston County and one
location in Monongalia County(GF). Pied-billed Grebes were found across the
state and in good numbers. Horned Grebes were found during March and April in
Fayette(HG), Wood(MBC), and Preston(GF) counties. Double-crested Cormo-
rant reports continue to increase. Birds were seen in Summers(JP), Preston(GF),
Kanawha(HG), and Wood(MBC) counties. They were seen during each month but
the 91 birds in Wood County in May indicates the flight peak was late in this period.
A Least Bittern was seen in Greenbottomn Wildlife Management Area, Cabell
County, on May 8(HS). Great Blue Herons were seen across the state throughout
the period. These birds were seen collecting nest material on Bluestone Lake,
Summers County, on Earth Day and doing the same along the Greenbrier River,
Summers County, on May 8(JP). Great Egrets were reported from Summers
County(AM) on April 13 and in Wood CoLmty from late March through mid-
May(MBC). A Snowy Egret was near Sand Creek, Wood County, from May 3-
8(MBC), and one was seen in Greenbottom WMA on May 17(HS). The first date
for a Green Heron was April 8 at Greenbottom WMA(HS). Both vultures were
found in their usual locations.

Wendell Argabrite photographed a Ross’s Goose near Lavalette, Wayne
County. The bird was present March 11-12. This would be the third report for this
species in West Virginia. Canada Geese continue to prosper. Harry Slack found
them with young by April 10. A Mute Swan was presentalong New River, Summers
County, most of March(WP). Wood Ducks were in good numbers. Gadwalls were
seen the first half of March in Wood County(MBC) and on April 20 in Preston
County(GF). American Wigeons were seen in Summers(JP), Preston(GF).
Wood(MBC), and Jackson(HG) counties. Most sightings were during March but
some could be found throughout the period. Blue-winged Teal were seen during
most of the period. Northern Shovelers were found from mid-March through
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mid-April. Northern Pintails passed through in mid-March. Green-winged Teal
were present from early March(JP) through the end of April(GF). Good numbers
of Redheads could be found during March. Birds were seen in Wood(MBC),
Summers(JP), and Preston(GF) counties. Ring-necked Ducks and Lesser Scaups
could be seen across the state from early March to mid-April. Over 200 Lesser
Scaups were on the Ohio River(MBC), and a Greater Scaup was among other
waterfow]l on Bluestone Lake, Summers County(JP). Two female Oldsquaws
spent a few days on the Ohio River in late March(MBC). Buffleheads and Common
Goldeneyes left the southern part of the state the first week of March(JP), but
were still present in Preston County in mid-April(GF). Hooded Mergansers were
pretty widespread, but Common Mergansers were only seen on New River(JP).
Red-breasted Mergansers were seen in Monongalia(GF), Jackson(HG), and
Wood(MBC) counties. A few Ruddy Ducks were in Wood(MBC)and Kanawha(HG)
counties.

Ospreys were nesting along the Ohio River by the end of March(MBC). One
was seen near Bluestone Dam, Summers County, on April 11(JP). Bald Eagles
were seen in Mason(WA), Wood(MBC). and Summers(JP) counties. The only
report for Northern Harrier came from Wood County on May 8(MBC). Most
everyone found Sharp-shinned, Cooper’s, Red-shouldered, and Red-tailed
hawks. The first date for Broad-winged Hawks was April 11(JP). Wendell
Argabrite saw a Rough-legged Hawk in Canaan Valley, Tucker County, on March
27. The only falcon reported was the American Kestrel.

Virginia Cronenberger reported a Wood County Ring-necked Pheasant.
Ruffed Grouse seemed to do well and Wild Turkeys continue to flourish. A
Northern Bobwhite was heard in Summers County on May 8, and they were found
throughout the season in Wood County(MBC). Harry Slack noted a decrease in
Virginia Rails and Soras in Greenbottom Wildlife Management Area, Cabell
County. Elsewhere, a Sora was reported in Wood County in mid-April(MBC).
American Coots were widespread and quite numerous in some areas. Semipal-
mated Plovers passed through in higher than average numbers in the western
portion of the region(WA). Both yellowlegs seemed in good numbers as well. A few
Solitary Sandpipers were noted. Ten Willets were seen in Wood County in early
May(MBC). The first date for Spotted Sandpiper was April 4(JP). An Upland Sand-
piper was seen in Mason County on May 8(WA). Semipalmated and Leastsandpip-
ers were reported in Wood(MBC) and Preston(GF) counties. Forty-eight Least
Sandpipers were seen in Wood County on May 8(MBC). Wendell Argabrite found
a White-rumped Sandpiper in Kanawha County, a Baird’s Sandpiper in Mason
County, two Dunlin in Cabell County, and a Stilt Sandpiper in Mason County.
Pectoral Sandpipers were seen across the area. Short-billed Dowitcher numbers
were considered down this year(WA). There were several reports for Common Snipes
and American Woodcocks. Dollie Stover banded two American Woodcocks in
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Raleigh County in March, and Ed Smith found several on old strip mines in Lewis
County.

Bonaparte’s Gulls were reported from Wood(MBC), Monongalia, and Preston(GF)
counties. Ring-billed Gulls were found over a good portion of the state, and a few
Herring Gulls were found in Monongalia(GF) and Summers(JP) counties. Thirty
Caspian Terns were seen in Preston County(GF), two in Cabell County(HS), and
eleven in Wood County(MBC) around the third week of April. Forster’s Terns were
seen in those same counties as well as Mason County(WA). Both cuckoos seemed
to be later than usual. A Barn Owl was found dead in a warehouse in Hinton, Summers
County, in mid-March(WP). Eastern Screech-Owls, Great Horned, and Barred owls
were all reported during the season. The first date for Common Nighthawks was April
1(MBC). Whip-poor-wills were reported from Wood(MBC), Kanawha, Braxton(DG),
and Ritchie(VC) counties with the first date being April 6. The first date for Chimney
Swifts was April 8(MBC); and for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, it was April | I|(JM).

Red-headed Woodpeckers were reported from Summers(JP), Wood(MBC),
Kanawha(DG), and Ritchie(JW) counties. The last date for Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker was April 24(MBC). First dates for the flycatchers were as follows:
Eastern Wood-Pewee, May 2(JP); Acadian, May 2(JP); Willow, May 18(GF); Least,
May 2(JP); Great Crested, April 18(JP); Eastern Kingbird, April25(GF). Yellow-
bellied Flycatchers were seen May 8 in Summers{BM) and Wood(MBC) counties.
The only report of Alder Flycatchers came from Preston County(GF). Wendell
Argabrite considered Least Flycatcher numbers to be up in the mountains. Vireo first
dates were as follows: White-eyed, April 19(HG); Yellow-throated, April 18(JP); Blue-
headed, March 21(JP); Warbling, April25(MBC); Red-eyed, April 1 1(JP). Common
Ravensnested where they were expected. The only report for Horned Lark came from
Preston County(GF). Swallow first dates were as follows: Purple Martin, April | [{JP):
Tree, March 7(JP); Northern Rough-winged, April 4(GF); Bank, April 16(MBC):
Cliff, May 4(GF); Barn, April 1 |(JP). Lots of nestsof Bank and Cliff swallows were
reported from Wood County(MBC). The last date for Brown Creeper was April
11(JP). The first date for House Wren was April 1 1(JP). Both kinglets passed through
in good numbers. The first date for Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was April 10 for most
observers. There was little mention of the thrushes, but the first date for Wood
Thrush was April 21(HG,MBC). The first dates for warblers were as follows: Blue-
winged, April 24(MBC); Golden-winged, April23(JP); Northern Parula, April 11(JP):
Yellow, April 18(JP); Chestnut-sided, May §(MBC); Black-throated Blue, May
5(GF); Black-throated Green, April 4(JP); Yellow-throated. March 21(JP); Pine,
March 28(JP); Prairie, April 22,(MBC); Cerulean, April 24(MBC); Black-and-white,
April 10(MBC); American Redstart, April 18(JP); Prothonotary, May §(MBC);
Worm-eating, April 18(JP0; Ovenbird, April 18(JP); Louisiana Waterthrush, April
53(VC); Kentucky, April23(JP); Common Yellowthroat, April 1 8(JP); Hooded, April
18(JP); Yellow-breasted Chat, May 4(GF). There seemed to be a pretty good warbler
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flight with good variety across the state. Yellow-rumped Warblers were still present
in Blackwater Falls State Park, Tucker County, at the end of May(JP). Wendell
Argabrite suggested that Mourning Warblers were in higher numbers in the
mountains.

The first date for Summer Tanager was April 25(VC) and for Scarlet
Tanager was April 18(JP). American Tree Sparrows were seen in Wood County
for about a week in March(MBC). Savannah Sparrows were only seen in Wood
County(MBC). Grasshopper Sparrows were only reported from Preston
County(GF). Fox Sparrows were evident during most of March. The last date for
White-throated Sparrows was May 9(JP) and for White-crowned Sparrows
was May 8(MBC). Dark-eyed Juncos were last seen April 25(JP). The first date
for Rose-breasted Grosbeak was April 19(MBC). The first date for Indigo
Bunting was April 21(MBC). Orchard Orioles returned by April 25(JP) but
seemed in lower numbers while Baltimore Orioles returned by April 18(JP) and
seemed in pretty good numbers. Purple Finches were seen in most areas through-
out the season. Wendell Argabrite saw Red Crossbills in Cranberry Glades,
Pocahontas County, on March 28. The only report for Evening Grosbeaks came
from Wood County on March 16(MBC).

Contributors—Wendell Argabrite(WA), Virginia Cronenberger(VC), Gary
Felton(GF), Donnie Good(DG), Hullet Good(HG), Brian McMillian(BM), Ann
McRae(AM), Janet Meyer(JM), Mountwood Bird Club(MBC), Wendy Perrone(WP),
Ed Smith(ES), and Jane Whitaker(JW).

cne01663@mail.wvnet.edu
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