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Allegheny Front Migration Observatory: Fall Migration 1998

George A. Hall

The 41% year of bird-banding at the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory
(AFMO) was very successful. After several poor years, several factors came
together to produce one of the best banding seasons since the early 80s. The station
was in continuous operation from August 9 to October 18. The station was closed
on two days because of the weather, but some banding was carried out on 69 days.

A total of 8,585 birds (4" highest) of 80 species was banded with a station
effort of 8,549 net-hours (highest) giving a capture ratio of 100.42 birds per 100
net-hours (17* highest). An unusually high total of 1,095 birds was banded in
August (23 days), 6,147 in September (30 days), and 1,343 in October (16 days).
The station has now banded 176,065 birds of 119 species. No new species were
captured this year.

A Magnolia Warbler and two Common Yellowthroats banded in 1996 and 13
birds banded in 1997 were recaptured this year. Of particular interest were the
Swainson’s Thrush and three Black-throated Blue Warblers banded in 1997, and a
Magnolia Warbler banded in 1993.

The migration followed the historical pattern (See Fig. 1), except that the
timetable was advanced and events took place earlier than usual. Thus, the first
good flights occurred about a week early on August 16. There were several flight
days through the rest of the month and a record number of birds were banded in
August. The first major flight came on September 6 when 441 birds were banded.
This was followed by the major flight of the season. A strong cold front moving
through the north on September 11 ushered in a flight that lasted about a week with
a peak of 631 bandings on September 14. During this week, 2,672 birds were
banded. Another heavy movement came through on September 21. These two waves
apparently brought most of the warblers out of the north country since the usual
late September-early October big waves did not occur. The October movement of
kinglets, juncos, and sparrows began early but numbers were not great except for
the junco, which was banded in record numbers.

Besides the highest count of 631, three days had more than 400 bandings, two
had more than 300, eight more than 200, and 16 days more than 100. These days of
heavy flights followed the classical pattern with the warbler flight starting about a
half-hour after sunrise and continuing to 10 o’clock. For the first time in several
years, large numbers of migrants were seen coming up the slope below the banding
station.

Nine species (indicated in the Species List with *) were banded in record high
numbers. The Blackpoll Warbler with 1,397 bandings was the most numerous
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Figure 1. Captures for Days of Operation

species. The Black-throated Green Warbler with 719 bandings was next in line. Of
40 species for which meaningful analysis could be made, 22 were in numbers more
than one standard deviation (SD) above the 10-year average. Of these, the Magnolia
Warbler and Dark-eyed Junco were more than 4 SD above the average, the
Chestnut-sided Warbler was more than 3 SD above, and 10 other species were
more than 2 SD above average. Seven species were below the average but one was
more than 1 SD below. As a group, the Neotropical migrants were above the 10-
year average as well as the long-term (26-year) average, but the “Spruce Budworm
specialists” (Tennessee, Cape May, and Bay-breasted warblers) were 30% below
the long-term average but were above the 10-year average.

The Swainson’s Thrush migration was much better than in recent years but the
Wood Thrush was below average, and more flycatchers were caught than normal.
Only 44 Blue Jays and only 1 Red-breasted Nuthatch were banded.

Can we relate the increased number of bandings to the change in bird popula-
tions? Several factors must be considered. The number of bandings was 93% more
than the 10-year average but the number of net-hours was 24% higher than the
average. With this correction, the birds per 100 net hours was 53% above the
average, which is 2.4 SD above the average. In recent years, the vegetation in parts
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of the station had grown so tall that many birds flew too high to be captured by the
nets. Before the banding season, this vegetation was trimmed and cut so that the
birds could fly lower and a larger fraction of the birds flying up the mountain slope
were captured. But were there indeed more birds passing through?

The weather and the passage of frontal systems during September were almost
ideal for producing good migratory flights past this mountain station. There were
many days of west winds, and the stationary high pressure off the Carolina capes,
which had caused east winds during many past seasons, was absent this year. The
high numbers of hatch year birds captured suggests that many species had very
successful breeding seasons. From these several factors, we can conclude that
more birds flew over AFMO this year than in the past several years. Visual
impressions of the flight also suggest this. Is the total population of these species
larger or did other places see fewer birds than in recent years? The question cannot
be answered without comparing the results at this station with other migration data,
both banding and visual.

The visual migrant counts were continued. The Blue Jay flight did not amount
to much, as only 920 were counted. Other seasonal counts were lower than last year
with 475 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, 2,687 American Goldfinches, and 986
Monarch Butterflies.

During the season, 1,659 people signed the visitor’s book. These visitors came
from 19 states, District of Columbia, Brazil, China, Scotland, and Zimbabwe. The
educational part of our operation continued with several elementary and high
school classes as well as several college classes visiting the station.

The banders who participated this year were Lynn Barnhart, Robert Dean,
Walter Fye, Lelay Graffious, Ken Heselton, Sue Heselton, Joan Bell Pattison,
Randy Ritter, Janet Shaffer, Judith Ward, Charles Ziegenfus, and station co-
leaders Ralph Bell and George Hall. LeJay Graffious was also responsible for the
banding shelter. Randy Ritter was campground host and resident bander. JoAnn
Graham made most of the Blue Jay-Hummingbird counts. Others who were present
for extended periods were Phil Graham, Carol and Frederick McCullough, Joan
Meier, Beth Ritter, and Carl Rowe. The following people aided in tending nets,
carrying cages, keeping records, and in many other ways: Wendell Argabrite, Chris
Broyles, Genevieve Findley, John Findley, Dawn Fox, Thomas Fox, Annabelle Fye,
Barbara Graff, Jay Graffious, Randy Harrison, Suzie Hinzman, Bob Hogan, Patsy
Hogan, Linda Hollenberg, Robert Humphrey, Patrick Hurley, Thomas Hurley,
Steve Huy, John Jacobs, Mary Jacobs, Mark Johnson, Kathy Larkin, Barry Lockhart,
Jonavieve Lockhart, Jack Minear, Jolene Minear, Ben Myers, Evelyn Myers, Geoff
Newlin, Tim Newlin, Diana Niskern, Don Pattison, Sean Prosser, Charlotte Pryor,
Chuck Riddle, Dora Ritter, Miles Runner, Joe Schreiber, Dave Saeitz, Janice
Shepherd, Claudette Simard, Steve Sushinski, John Thomas, Ryan Tomazin, Cory
Wentzil, and Martin Wiley.
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We also thank the personnel of the Monongahela National Forest, Supervisor
Chuck Meyers, District Ranger Elizabeth Schuppert, and others of the Potomac
District Ranger Station for their cooperation and support. Thanks also to Walt
Lesser of the DNR for the use of the shed for storage of the banding shelter. The
Brooks Bird Club supplied some financial support.

Species List 1998

No.  First Last Peak No. Date

Sharp-shinned Hawk 5 Sept. 8

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 Oct. 2 Oct. 9

Down Woodpecker 1 Sept. 23

Hairy Woodpecker 1 Aug. 30

Northern Flicker I Aug. 14

Eastern Wood-Pewee 2  Aug.30 Sept. 2

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 13 Aug.12 Sept. 28

Acadian Flycatcher *5 Aug.21 Sept. 14

“Traill’s” Flycatcher 5  Aug.24 Sept. 12

Least Flycatcher 3 Aug.26 Sept. 11

Eastern Phoebe I Aug. 25

Blue-headed Vireo 23 Aug.22  Oct. 17

Warbling Vireo 1 Sept. 11

Philadelphia Vireo 25 Aug. 30 Sept. 30 6  Sept. 11
Red-eyed Vireo 103 Aug. 13  Sept. 30 10 Sept. 11
Blue Jay 44  Sept. 30 Oct. 17

Black-capped Chickadee 19  Aug. 15 Oct. 17 6  Aug.28
Tufted Titmouse 5 Qect. 11 Oct. 18

Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 Sept. 22

Brown Creeper 19  Sept. 28 Oct. 17

Carolina Wren 2  Aug. 10 Aug. 19

House Wren 2 Sept. 19

Winter Wren 11 Aug.22 Oct. 18

Golden-crowned Kinglet 358 Aug.19 Oct. 18 136  Oct. 11
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 104 Sept. 6  Oct. 18 14 Oct. 11
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 3  Aug.30 Sept. 18

Veery *19  Aug. 11 Sept. 14

Gray-cheeked Thrush 24 Aug.31 Oct. 5

Swainson’s Thrush 421 Aug.24 Oct. 13 27  Sept. 14
Hermit Thrush 67 Aug. 10 Oct. 18 16  Oct. 18
Wood Thrush 26  Aug. 13 Oct. 11
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No. First Last  Peak No. Date No. First Last  Peak No. Date

American Robin 20  Aug.14 Oct. 15 Song Sparrow 20 Aug.22 Oct. 18

Gray Catbird 17 Aug.9  Oct 16 Lincoln’s Sparrow 11 Sept. 15 Oct. 7

Brown Thrasher 5 Aug.20 Sept. 24 Swamp Sparrow 23 Aug.11 Oct. 17

Cedar Waxwing 22 Aug.23 Sept. 29 White-throated Sparrow 56 Sept.25 Oct. 18 10 Oct. 11
Blue-winged Warbler *5 Sept.2  Sept. 19 White-crowned Sparrow 11 Sept. 30 Oct. 18

Golden-winged Warbler 4 Aug.9  Sept. 6 Dark-eyed Junco *521  Aug.9  Oct. 18 82 Oct. 18
Tennessee Warbler 531 Aug.22 Oct. 11 55  Oct. 11 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 27 Aug.11 Oct. 2

Nashville Warbler 125 Aug.22 Oct. 2 30  Sept. 14 Indigo Bunting 4  Aug.9 Sept. 30

Northern Parula 11 Sept. 11 Oct. 7 Purple Finch 8 Aug.22 Sept. 12

Yellow Warbler *3  Aug.9 Sept. 9 American Goldfinch 44  Aug.21 Oct. 17

Chestnut-sided Warbler *118 Aug.9 Sept. 22 16  Sept. 14

Magnolia Warbler 654 Aug.9 Oct. 1 139  Sept. 14 *Record high number

Cape May Warbler 311 Aug.21  Oct. 13 19  Sept. 12

Black-throated Blue Warbler #1228 Aug.9 Oct. 15 76  Sept. 6 Department of Chemistry
Yellow-rumped Warbler 37 Aug.26 Oct. 17 P. O. Box 6045
Black-thr. Green Warbler 719  Aug.12  Oct. 17 58  Sept. | West Virginia University
Blackburnian Warbler 416 Aug. 19 Oct. 7 46  Sept. 6 Morgantown, WV 26506
Pine Warbler 1 Oct. 13

Prairie Warbler 1 Sept. 17

Palm Warbler 18 Sept. 15 Oct. 13

Bay-breasted Warbler 185 Aug.21 Oct. 17 27  Sept. 14

Blackpoll Warbler 1397 Aug.25 Oct. 18 269  Sept. 25

Black-and-white Warbler 87 Aug.9 Sept. 24 13 Sept. 11

American Redstart 74 Aug.11 Sept. 28 10 Sept. 13

Worm-eating Warbler *16 Aug.10 Sept. 28

Ovenbird 223 Aug. 10 Oct. 7 31  Sept. 14

Northern Waterthrush 3 Aug.29 Sept. 8

Kentucky Warbler 4  Aug. 17 Sept. 13

Connecticut Warbler 6 Sept. 10 Sept. 30

Common Yellowthroat 146 Aug.9 Sept. 30 12 Sept. 6

Hooded Warbler 18 Aug.13 Sept. 24

Wilson’s Warbler 48 Aug. 19 Sept. 30 14 Sept. 14

Canada Warbler 29 Aug.10 Sept. 16

Scarlet Tanager 26 Aug. 19 Sept. 30

Eastern Towhee 20 Aug.9 Oct. 17

Field Sparrow 6 Aug. 16 Oct. 7

Vesper Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Fox Sparrow

Sept. 16
Aug. 16  Sept. 25
Oct. 1 Oct. 15

U 00
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The New American Ornithologists’ Union Check-List

George A. Hall

The Seventh Edition of the American Ornithologists' Union Check-list of
North American Birds made its appearance this summer. The new edition lists
2,008 species with an additional 83 on a hypothetical list. The geographical
coverage is the same as in the Sixth Edition: North and middle America south to the
Panama-Colombia border, the West Indies, and the Hawaiian Islands. The geo-
graphical range of each species is given in great detail and brief statements are
given for the habitats of each species. An innovation is a list of the French names
for the species. Overall, this 829-page book is a valuable summary of the bird life
of the continent. However, it is the taxonomy and nomenclature used in the Check-
list that are of immediate interest to the average birder, who remembers the
massive changes introduced in the Fifth and Sixth editions. Only a few changes in
nomenclature have been made in the Seventh Edition, and all of these have been
published previously in a series of Supplements to the Check-list. This paper
outlines the changes in so far as the birds of West Virginia are concerned. The new
names have been noted in The Redstart and will be repeated here.

The taxonomic pendulum is now swinging definitely on the “splitting” side, and
most of the changes come from the splitting of species. Three previous “lumpings™
have been reversed, and so we have again the Green Heron (Butorides virescens)
and Baltimore Oriole (/cterus galbula); and the Rufous-sided Towhee is again two
species, Eastern Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) and Spotted Towhee (P.
maculatus), both of which are on the West Virginia List. The Lesser Golden Plover
is split into two species of which the one in West Virginia is the American Golden
Plover (Pluvialis dominica). The Solitary Vireo has been divided into three
species. The one in West Virginia will be the Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius).
The two subspecies of Catharus minimus are considered full species, Gray-
Cheeked Thrush (C. minimus) and Bickneil’s Thrush (C. bicknelli). The Water
Pipit has been split into three species of which the only one in North America will
be the American Pipit (4nthus rubescens). The Sharp-tailed Sparrow is divided
into two species of which the West Virginia form is Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow
(Ammodromus nelsoni).

Name changes in other parts of the world make it possible to call Tyfo alba
simply the Barn Owl. It is almost certain that there will be further name changes in
the future as evidence for splittings accumulates. Well-traveled birders will find
their life lists increased with each new supplement to the Check-list.

There are two changes in scientific names of West Virginia birds. The
chickadees are considered to be in the genus Poecile and the Tufted Titmouse (and
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western titmice) are in the genus Baeolophus.

There have been a number of changes at the family level. The Old World
Warblers, Thrushes, Wood Warblers, Tanagers, Cardinal Grosbeaks, New World
Sparrows, and Blackbirds have all been restored to full family status, and two new
families, the Regulidae for the kinglets and the Odontophoridae for the New World
quail, have been established.

There are several changes in the so-called Check-list order that expresses the
relationships of the various families. Since the publication of the Sixth Edition,
much research has been done on these relationships and a totally new arrangement
of the orders and families based on the results of DNA/DNA hybridization
experiments has been proposed by C. G. Sibley, J. E. Ahlquist, and B. L. Monroe,
Jr. Some of the results of this new classification agree with the conclusions
obtained from other experimental methods, but some of them are controversial and
indeed, some may be wrong. Therefore, the Check-list Committee has not adopted
the complete proposed classification but has retained the basic arrangement of the
Fifth and Sixth Edition with changes in a few cases where other evidence is
available.

The list of West Virginia birds is affected by five changes.

Several lines of evidence show that the New World Vultures are more closely
related to the storks than to the hawks. Therefore, the arrangement will be:
Ciconiidae-Storks and Cathartidae-New World Vultures.

The most radical change involves the Vireos, which are now found to be closely
related to the Crows and Jays. The order for the Passeriformes will then begin with
Tyannidae-New World Flycatchers, Laniidae-Shrikes, Vireonidae-Vireos, Corvidae-
Crows and Jays, and Alaudidae-Larks.

The Old World Warblers, including the Gnatcatchers and the Thrushes, have
regained full family status, and the Kinglets are assigned to a family of their own.
The Starlings are found to be closely related to the Mockingbirds, and there is
slight rearrangement of some of the families. The Wood Warblers, Tanagers,
Cardinal Grosbeaks, and New World Sparrows, and Blackbirds all regain family
status. The Tanagers and the Sparrow-buntings are closely related. Thus the
arrangement will be: Troglodytidae-Wrens, Regulidae-Kinglets, Sylviidae-Old
World Warblers, Turdidae-Thrushes, Mimidae-Mockingbirds and Thrashers,
Sturnidae-Starlings, Motacillidae-Pipits, Bombycillidae-Waxwings, Parulidae-
Wood Warblers, Thraupidae-Tanagers, Emberizidae-New World Sparrows,
Cardinalidae-Cardinal Grosbeaks, and Icteridae-Blackbirds.

There are a few rearrangements of the species in the various families, but only
for the Anatidae are these very different from the past.

Postscript: Members of the BBC may be interested to note that the chairman
of the American Ornithologists' Union Check-/ist Committee, Dr. Richard C.
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Banks, is the son of late BBC members Clinton and Elizabeth Banks of Steubenville,
Ohio. John Ahlquist, who did much of the DNA hybridization work, was affiliated
with the BBC when he was a high school student in Ashtabula, Ohio.

Department of Chemistry

P. O. Box 6045
West Virginia University
Morgantown, WV 26506
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The New Birds of West Virginia Field Checklist

Attached in this issue of The Redstart is a copy of the new Birds of West
Virginia Field Checklist. This checklist corresponds to the changes in the Ameri-
can Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of North American Birds, Seventh Edition,
discussed by George A. Hall elsewhere in this issue of The Redstart. Authors of
articles for The Redstart are reminded that our policy is to adhere to the American
Ornithologists' Union Check-list order and nomenclature. Beginning with the
October, 1999, issue, all articles submitted for publication for The Redstart
should use the new Check-list order and nomenclature. Please keep the checklist
bound in this issue for future reference. More copies of the new Birds of West
Virginia Field Checklist will be available from the BBC after July, 1999. The new
field cards were printed with a generous grant from the West Virginia DNR
Nongame and Natural Heritage programs.

Albert R, Buckelew Jr., Editor
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Great Horned Owls Nest in a Great Blue Heron Colony

Albert R. Buckelew Jr.

I visited a Great Blue Heron colony in Brooke County, West Virginia, with my
ornithology class on March 31, 1998. We counted 42 active heron nests in the
crowns of two large sycamore trees. This colony can be observed at eye level from
aridge above the colony. We were surprised to see that one of the old heron nests
was occupied by an adult Great Horned Owl and two small, young owls in downy,
white plumage. The herons did not seem to be disturbed by the presence of Great
Horned Owls in their colony, and the owls took no notice of the noise and activity
of the herons flying back and forth to their nests. The owl nest was in the left hand
side of the eastern most of the two trees with one more occupied heron nest on the
periphery of the tree in any direction.

I revisited the colony on April 12. The 42 heron nests were still active, and the
two downy nestling owls could be seen in the nest with an adult. In mid-May Howard
Jones visited the colony and noted two young owls in the nest. The adult owl was
not present. The young herons were about half-grown at this time. I returned to the
colony in early June. The young herons were almost ready to fledge, and the owl
nest was empty. A Great Horned Owl, which appeared from the tufts of down
sticking out between its breast feathers to be recently fledged, sat in an unoccupied
nest on the opposite side of the colony from the original owl nest.

Great Blue Herons are known to share colonies with other species of waterbirds
and with hawks, owls, and vultures (Butler, 1992). According to Palmer (1962),
“several observers report little or no response to the presence of Great Horned
Owls...” nesting in Great Blue Heron nest colonies. We also found no evidence of
predation by Great Horned Owls on the heron chicks. There were no heron bones
under the owl nest, and only mammal bones were present in the few pellets found.
We are not sure whether the nest occupied by the fledged owl in early June had been
occupied by herons earlier in the spring. Great Blue Herons are known to take
nestling birds (Ehrlich, Dobkin, & Wheye, 1988), but at least one of the two young
owls appeared to have fledged successfully. It appears that there was no important
interaction between the Great Horned Owls and the Great Blue Herons. The Great
Horned Owls did not return to the colony in 1999, but the Great Blue Herons did
return, and 48 nests were occupied when the colony was visited on April 12, 1999.
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Dolly Sods — A Botanist’s Paradise

John Findley

Dolly Sods, the high plateau in eastern West Virginia, is a veritable paradise for
the serious botanist. Here can be found so many diversified environments that the
wide range in the types of plant communities is truly amazing. The plant environ-
ments on the plateau vary from the semi-arid to the bog communities. The
abundance or lack of moisture is perhaps the single most important factor in
determining the types of plants found in any particular location. This high,
mountainous region, situated along the eastern terminus of the Allegheny Plateau,
is underlain by a thick layer of Pottsville Conglomerate Sandstone. This causes the
porous higher portions to be very well drained and the lower depressions to hold
water and become bogs filled with sphagnum, Polytrichum, and other mosses. The
zones between these two extremes contain a great variety of plant life.

One of the unusual plant specimens found in the numerous boggy areas is the
carnivorous sundew (Drosera rotundifolia). Bogs lack nitrogen and other essen-
tial minerals, and this tiny plant therefore uses an interesting system to supplement
its food supply. It captures numerous small insects such as mosquitoes, gnats, and
flies to supply its need for nitrogen. Insects are attracted to the small, brightly
colored leaves covered by minute hairs, each of which is terminated by a very small
drop of a sticky substance that resembles a droplet of dew. The glistening of these
droplets in the sunlight gives the plant its common name. An insect, upon alighting,
becomes entangled by the sticky hairs and soon dies. The leaf then exudes enzymes
that digest the insect. The nitrogen products obtained in this manner are absorbed
and used for the needs of the plant.

In the bog areas also can be found the smallest of the species of the West
Virginia club mosses (Lycopodium inundatum). Here, in several locations, this
small club moss grows quite profusely. It is, perhaps, the rarest of the eight club
mosses or ground pines that grow in West Virginia. The remaining seven species
have also been found growing in various habitats on Dolly Sods. Yellow bartonia
(Bartonia virginica), another unusual plant, is found pushing its tiny straw-like
stem and blunt head of flowers up through the sphagnum. The glistening evergreen
leaves of goldthread (Coptis trifolia), with its golden, threadlike roots, completely
cover some areas in or near the bogs. These bogs also provide an addition to the
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners of some native West Virginians who make
their annual pilgrimage to Dolly Sods to fill containers with the delicious wild
cranberries that grow there. Both small- and large-fruited cranberries (Faccinium
oxycoccos and V. macrocarpon) are to be found in the bogs. The discovery ofanew
variety, the green cranberry, V. macrocarpon forma Dahlei, (discovered by the
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author and Mrs. Findley), in one of the bogs in 1973 is further proof of the
uniqueness of this area of West Virginia.

During the blueberry season, great numbers of people gather many gallons of
the fruits of the four species and several varieties that cover much of the northern
portion of Dolly Sods. Hidden among the blueberry and huckleberry plants, a
seeker can find literally hundreds of the beautiful pink lady's slipper orchid
(Cypripedium acaule) and the white ladies' tresses (Spiranthes sp.). In many of
the wetter habitats, the small club orchid (Habenaria clavellata) pushes up its
cluster of tiny, orchid-like flowers, adding its spot of beauty to the plateau.

At least two beautiful members of the lily family grow on the Sods. The
common turk's cap (Lilium superbum) and the rare wood-lily (Lilium
philadelphicum) with its red-orange, bell-shaped flowers facing upward, grow in
a few open glades on the high plateau. Another member of the lily family, the
oceanorus, (Zigadenus leimanthoides), literally covers the bogs, making them
appear ghostlike in the moonlight, with their dense spike of white flowers. Some
species of Uvularia with their small bell-shaped flowers and three-angled seed
capsules grow on the dry siopes. The beautiful pink, butterfly-like flowers of
gaywings (Polygala paucifolia) grace the path to Bear Rocks. This tiny flower is
really a joy to behold.

The three-toothed cinquefoil (Potentilla tridentata) with its white flowers
grows only in a few places in the high, open mountain regions of West Virginia.
Acres of this plant can be found on the open Sods. Its tiny seeds help feed the snow
buntings during the winter season.

The various seasons have their own distinctive hues that dominate the coloring
of Dolly Sods. During the springtime, the plateau is ablaze with the blossoms of the
rose honeysuckle (Rhododendron roseum) and the mountain laurel (Kalmia
latifolia). The beautiful pink hues of these two shrubs virtually cover many
sections of the plateau, making it a breathtaking spectacle during early April. In
summer, the bogs appear snow covered with the appearance of oceanorus and
cotton grass (Eriphorum virginicum). The late autumn brings a beautiful red hue
to most of the plateau. The change in color of the blueberry and huckleberry leaves
from green to red as well as the ripening of the fruits of mountain ash (Pyrus
americana) and mountain holly (Nemopanthus mucronata) add their scarlet
brilliance to the landscape. This is truly one of the most beautiful sights of nature
reserved for the lover of the out-of-doors.

Teaberry (Gaultheria procumbens) with its flavorful, scarlet berries of
enormous size, can be found in all areas of Dolly Sods. Trailing arbutus (Epigaea
repens) with its fragrant, beautiful pink and white flowers is probably found in
greater abundance here than in any other part of West Virginia. In the spring, the
pink blossoms of wild bleeding hearts (Dicentra eximia) are in profuse display
among the rocks and in the woods along the road south of the campground.
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Dolly Sods is one of the two spots in West Virginia where the four types of
Jewelweed (Impatiens) are found growing together. On the eastern slope can be
found the pale touch-me-not (/. pallida) and spotted touch-me-not (/. capensis) as
well as the dichroma form of . pallida and the albiforma variety of 1. capensis.
Dichroma (two colors) has creamy-white petals and a yellow throat, while albiforma
has an entirely creamy-white flower. These two forms are rare in West Virginia.
Both forms were found at the southern exit from Dolly Sods by Rev. and Mrs. Jack
Minear in 1973. Specimens were sent to the West Virginia University Herbarium.

One of the never-to-be-forgotten spectacles of Dolly Sods is the “flag-spruce
or banner pines.” These native spruce (Picea rubens) have branches only on the
eastern side of the trunk caused by the icy fingers of the prevailing westerly winds,
freezing the buds on the weather side of the trunk during winter. Hikers sometimes
use these one-sided spruce trees to maintain their sense of direction. Another
beautiful tree, the Table Mountain Pine (Pinus pungens), with sharp spines on the
cone scales, is found throughout the Sods.

Dolly Sods got its name from the Dahle family who owned and grazed their
livestock on the “sods.” Many of the treeless areas (sods) are still in evidence on
the plateau. Here sheep and cattle became fat by grazing on the nutritious Allegheny
flyback (Danthonia compressa) and other grasses that perpetuate the Sods.

This short treatise contains only a sampling of the many unusual plants to be
found and enjoyed in the botanist's paradise of Dolly Sods, West Virginia.

P.O. Box 1
Flemington, WV 26347

66 THE REDSTART — APRIL, 1999

Third Report of the West Virginia Bird Records Committee
February 1999

During the 1998-99 year, the West Virginia Bird Records Committee acted on
several records by mail ballot and held a meeting at the Jackson’s Mill 4-H Camp
on February 20, 1999.

Records accepted.

Record 98-6 Trumpeter Swan. Second accepted record for the state. March 21,
1998, Greenbottom Wildlife Management Area, Cabell County. Michael Griffith,
Wendell Argabrite, Keith Peters.

Record 99-1 Long-billed Dowitcher. Fourth accepted record for the state.
September 4, 1998. Sandy Creek Backwater, Washington, Wood County. Jon
Benedetti, Jeanette Esker.

Record 99-2 Glaucous Gull. First record for the state. January 10-15, 1999,
Confluence of Little Kanawha and Ohio Rivers, Parkersburg, Wood County. Many
observers. Reported by William Murphy with video footage by Cory Gildersleeve.
Record confirmed by extensive video footage.

Record Accepted for Hypothetical List

Record 98-5 Little Gull. First record for the state. February 7, 1998. French
Creek Wildlife Area, Belmont, Pleasants County. Bill Thompson I and Julie
Zickefoose. A sight record with only two observers does not meet the criteria for
acceptance to the State List.

Record not Accepted.
Record 98-7 Barnacle Goose. First report for the state. November 17 and 25,
1998, Winterplace Ski Resort, Raleigh County. Geoffrey Elliot and Dolly Stover.
Identification was correct but the bird was almost certainly not a wild bird but an
escape from captivity.

Other Business
1. The Committee voted to prepare a list of exotic species and unestablished
introductions to be appended to the State List.

2. John L. Trapp was elected to the Committee (1999-2003), replacing James
Phillips whose term had expired.
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The Secretary of the Committee is James Fragonara of the Nongame Wildlife
and Natural Heritage Program, of the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
(DNR Operations Center, P.O. Box 67, Elkins WV, 26241-0067).

Submitted by the Committee, Wendell Argabrite, A. R. Buckelew Jr., Thomas Fox,
George Hall (Chair), and James Phillips.
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Ann H. Pyle and John E. Northeimer Win Floyd Bartley
Memorial Awards

The 1997 Floyd Bartley Award and the 1998 Floyd Bartley Award were
announced at the BBC Midwinter Meeting at Jackson’s Mill on February 20, 1999,
by The Redstart editor Albert R. Buckelew Jr. Ann Pyle was cited for her editing
of both Foray and Sortie reports for ferns and Breeding Bird Surveys for many
years. John Northeimer authored two articles in the 1998 Redstart: Winter Rough-
legged Hawk Observations from Tucker County, West Virginia, 1990-1998 [The
Redstart, 65(3), 80-81] and Black Vultures Overwinter in Blackwater Canyon,
Tucker County, West Virginia [The Redstart, 65(4), 136-137].

The Floyd Bartley Award was established by an anonymous donor to honor the
memory of Floyd Bartley. The award is for the best paper published in The Redstart
resulting from original field study done in West Virginia or surrounding states
covered by the Brooks Bird Club. Papers done as part of a professional activity and
paid for by an employer or grant are not eligible (See The Redstart, 43(2), 68,
1976). Past winners are:

1976 Ray and Jo Ashworth
1979 Harry Slack

1980 James D. Phillips
1981 J. Lawrence Smith
1982 Eugene E. Hutton
1983 Linnie Coon

1984 Patricia Temple
1986 Melvin Hooker
1987 Jonathan Minear
1988 Julie Beatty

1989 Lorraine Rollefson
1993 Ralph K. Bell
1994 Wendell Argabrite
1995 Greg Eddy
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Field Notes
Fall Season
September-November, 1998

James D. Phillips, Editor

The fall season was a dry one and temperatures were a bit above normal. The
Allegheny Front Migration Observatory (AFMO), Grant County, only lost two days
due to weather (GH). The hawkwatching station on East River Mountain, Mercer
County, experienced fog or rain on only two days as well (AM). No report was
received for Hanging Rocks, Monroe County. AFMO experienced good flights on
September 6, 11, and 21 (GH). A summary of the banding report will appear
elsewhere in The Redstart. The Broad-winged Hawk flight seemed to peak on
September 17 and 20 (AM). A few unusual species were found during the season.

Pied-billed Grebes were present from early October (MBC) to the end of the
period (JP). Double-crested Cormorants were reported from Wood County
(MBC), October 4; and Kanawha County (HG), November 15. Great Blue Herons
were found across the region throughout the period. Great Egrets were reported
from September (JP) through October (MBC). The last date for Green Herons
was September 13 (JP). Both vultures were found where expected with good-sized
groups being especially noticeable in October. Canada Geese were still common
despite some nest failures. Two Barnacle Geese, possible escapes, were seen in
Summers (JP) and Raleigh (GE) counties during the season. Wood Ducks were
found throughout the period. Gadwalls were reported from Summers (JP) and
Kanawha (HG) counties. American Wigeons were found in Wood (MBC) and
Kanawha (HG) counties during November. American Black Ducks were found
from September 6 (JP) to November 15 (HG). Green-winged Teal were found in
Wood County throughout the period (MBC). A Redhead on Cedar Lake, Jackson
County, was the only report for this species (HG). Ring-necked Ducks were noted
from late October (JP) through most of November (MBC, HG) and only a few
scaup were found. Buffleheads had returned to New River, Summers County, by
the second week of November (JP), and Hooded Mergansers had returned by the
end of October (JP). Common Mergansers were also found by the end of October
(JA). The only report for Ruddy Ducks was from Wood County in early November
(MBCQC).

Twenty-one Ospreys were counted from the East River Mountain hawkwatch
(AM). Other Osprey sightings came from Kanawha (HG), Braxton (DG), Wood
(MBC), and Summers (JP) counties. Two Bald Eagles were seen from the Mercer
County hawkwatch (AM), and one was seen in Pleasants County the third week of
November (MBC). Eight Northern Harriers were seen from East River Mountain
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(AM) and one from Wood County (MBC). Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s hawks
seemed in good numbers. The only Golden Eagles reported were two from East
River Mountain (AM). American Kestrels were in pretty good numbers. Two
Merlins and one Peregrine Falcon were seen from East River Mountain (AM).
Peregrines were also found in Athens, Mercer County (CC), and Parkersburg,
Wood County (MBC), during November. Ruffed Grouse were mentioned for
Summers (JP) and Kanawha (DG) counties. Wild Turkey numbers were down.
About 100 American Coots were seen near Kanawha Falls on November 15 (HQG).

Most of the shorebird sightings came from the western part of the state.
Black-bellied Plovers and both yellowlegs were seen in early November in
Wood County (MBC). Solitary Sandpipers were seen in Pocahontas, Kanawha
(HG), and Wood (MBC) counties. The last date for Spotted Sandpiper was
October 27 in Wood County (MBC). Dunlin were found as late as November 3;
Pectoral Sandpipers as late as October 29; and Common Snipe as late as
November 17, all in Wood County (MBC). A juvenile Long-billed Dowitcher
was reported in Wood County on September 3 and 4 (MBC). American Wood-
cocks were found in Kanawha (HG) and Summers (JP) counties. The only report of
gulls were Bonaparte’s and Ring-billed gulls in Wood County during November
(MBC).

The last date for Black-billed Cuckoo was October 6 (HG) and Yellow-
billed Cuckoo was October 2 (MBC). Eastern Screech-owls were heard in
Kanawha (HG) and Summers (JP) counties. Great Horned Owls were found
regularly in Summers County (JP). A Short-eared Owl found tangled in a barbed
wire fence in Pocahontas County did not survive (TRAC). A few migrating
Common Nighthawks were noted for Ritchie (JW), Mercer, and Summers (JP)
counties in September. The last date for Chimney Swifts was October 8 (HG). The
last date for Ruby-throated Hummingbird was October 4 (JP). Single sightings
of Red-headed Woodpeckers came from Wood (MBC), Summers, Monroe, and
Mercer (JP) counties. Donny and Hullet Good may have located the largest colony
of these birds in West Virginia. They found over 20 individuals near Amma, Roane
County, in November. Hullet also had a few in Kanawha County. The first date for
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was September 24 (MBC).

The last date for Eastern Wood-pewee and Acadian Flycatcher was Septem-
ber 20 (JP). Eastern Phoebes were still present at the end of the period. The last
dates for vireos were as follows: White-eyed, September 17 (MBC); Yellow-
throated, September 24 (MBC); Blue-headed, November 29 (JP); Warbling,
September 11 (AFMO); Philadelphia, September 30 (AFMO); Red-eyed, Octo-
ber 11 (JP). The last date for Barn Swallow was October 17 (HG). There seemed
to be little or no movement of Red-breasted Nuthatches. The early date for
Brown Creeper was October 4 (JP). The last date for House Wren was September
19 (AFMO), and the first date for Winter Wren was October 4 (JP). Golden-
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crowned Kinglets were appearing by the second week of October, and Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were passing through by the third week of October. Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers were pretty well gone by the end of September. The thrush migra-
tion was considered much better than recent years (AFMO). Hermit Thrushes had
returned by the second week of October (JP).

Blue-winged, Yellow, Chestnut-sided, Black-throated Blue, Palm, and
Worm-eating warblers were banded in record high numbers at AFMO (GH).
Blackpoll Warblers were the most numerous birds banded at the AFMO (GH).
Yellow-rumped Warblers had returned to most areas by the first week of
October. The last date for Summer Tanager was October 8 and for Scarlet
Tanager was October 9 (HG). Eastern Towhees seemed especially numerous
across the region. The only report for American Tree Sparrows came from Wood
County on October 30 (MBC). Savannah Sparrows were most noted during the
month of October. Fox Sparrows were being found as early as October 1 (AFMO).
Swamp Sparrows were found through the second week of October (AFMO, HG).
White-throated Sparrows were arriving in most areas by the first week of
October. Hullet Good noted a big flock arriving in Kanawha County at the end of
the month. A few White-crowned Sparrows were found in the region during the
second week of October (HG, MBC).

Dark-eyed Juncos were banded in record numbers at AFMO (GH). This
species had returned to most areas by early October but the earliest date was
September 30 in Wood County(MBC). Two Snow Buntings were observed from
October 30 to November 2 along the edge of Bluestone Lake, Summers County
(JP). The only reports of Purple Finches and Pine Siskins came from Wood
County in November and October respectively.

Contributors—Jesse Anderson (JA), Carl Chapman (CC), Geoff Elliott
(GE), Donny Good (DG), Hullet Good (HG), George Hall (GH), Virginia Bly
Hoover (VH), Ann McRae (AM), Stauffer Miller (SM), Mountwood Bird Club
(MBCQC), Three River Avian Center (TRAC), and Jane Whitaker (JW).

HC 78 Box 42-C
Pipestem, WV 25979
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Ring-billed, 70, 115, 133, 149
Hall, George A., 49
Harrier, Northern, 12, 57, 38, 39, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 69,
125,132
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145
Johnson, Virginia, 39, 99
Junco, Dark-eyed, 17, 49, 53, 72, 116, 120, 121,
124, 126, 128, 130, 133, 134, 135, 151
Slate-colored, 20
Kestrel, American, 13,21, 57, 38, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64,
70, 115, 125, 133, 134, 147, 149
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Golden-winged, 13, 19, 47, 52, 88, 90, 93, 121,
122, 129, 131, 150

Hooded, 4,6,7,8,9, 11,16, 20,21, 53, 83, 84, 85,
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Swainson’s, 7, 8, 16,47, 83, 88, 90, 92, 94, 95,97
Tennessee, 50, 52, 120, 122, 123, 126, 127, 129,
150

Wilson’s, 53, 130
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