






























Reptiles and Amphibians ofthe 1998 Foray 

Jane Whitaker 

The following reptiles and amphibians were observed during the 1998 
Pocahontas County Foray. The temperatures were quite cold during the Foray with 
30° and 40° recorded at night. It was cloudy or rainy most of the time. A few miles 
out of the Foray boundary, a rattlesnake was caught by Lucas Head on the Bible 
Tract on Jack Mountain in Pendleton County. Including the rattlesnake, 22 species 
were found. oticeably absent, but found five years ago, were five species of frogs 
and the Eastern Box Turtle. 

CLASS AMPHIBIA 
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Order Caudata--Salamanders 
Red-spotted ewt, Eft (Notophthalmus v. viridescens) - Many were 

found. 
orthern Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus f fuscus) - A few were 

found in the stream at camp. 
Mountain Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus ochrophaeus) - One was 

found in a wood pile near camp. 
Appalachian Seal Salamander (Desnognathus m. monticola) 
Redback Salamander (Plethodon cinerius) - Mower Tract near Barton 

Knob and at camp. 
Cheat Mountain Salamander (Plethodon nettingi) - One found on 

Gaudineer at firetower. 
Slimy Salamander (Plethodon g. glutinous) - Found at camp and top of 

Allegheny Road. 
orthern Spring Salamander (Gyrinophilus porphyriticus) - Sinks of 

Gandy. 
orthern Red Salamander (Pseudotriton r . ruber) - Road kill at camp and 

on Thornton Rd. near camp. 
orthern Two-lined Salamander (Eurycea b. bislineata) - One found at 

camp. 

Order Sa1ienta-Toads and Frogs. 
Eastern American Toad (Bufo a. americanus) - One found in camp. 

orthern Spring Peeper (Hyla c. crucifer) - Common; heard in camp, 
Blister Run Swamp, and Mower Tract. 

Bull Frog (Rana catesbeiana) - Mower Tract. 
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CLASS REPTILIA 
Order Testudines- Turtles 

Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra s. serpentina) - Several in a small 
pond at the Hermitage Motel in Bartow. 

Order Squamata-Li zards and Snakes. 
Sub-order Serpentes- Snakes. 

orthern Water Snake (Ne,.odia s. sipedon) 
orthern Redbelly Snake (Storeria o. occiptomaculata) - One found in 

camp. 
Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnophis s. sirtalis) - Common. At camp, Cheat 

Bridge, Durbin, and Mower Tract. Most were brown phase. 
Mountain Earth Snake (Virginia v. valeriae) - One found on Top of 

Allegheny. 
orthern Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus edwardsii) - Mower 

Tract and camp. 
Black Rat Snake (Elaphe o. obsoleta) - Road near camp. 
Eastern Milk Snake (Lampropeltis t. triangulum) - Road kill at Sinks of 

Gandy. 

The above results would not have been possible without the support of the 
Foray participants, in particular the following individuals who coll ected or re­
ported the specimens: John David Anderson, Joshua Beatty, William Beatty, Dawn 
Fox, John Fox, Matthew Fox, Russell Fox, Thomas Fox, Jason Friggins, Lucas 
Head, Edwin Smith, and Michael Smith. 
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Mammal List of the 1998 Foray 

Jane Wh itaker 

The following mammals were seen at the 1998 Pocahontas County Foray. 
Special mention should be made of two black bears trapped by Joseph Rieffenberger 
of the West Virginia Division of atural Resources . Many BBC members had the 
opportunity to observe the tagging, weighing, and subsequent release of the bears . 
They were on the Bible Tract on Jack Mountain in Pendleton County, a few mi les 
out of the Foray area. 

Order Marsupialia 
Opossum- (Didelphis marsupialis) 

Order Insectivora 
Star-nosed Mole (Condyluria cristata) - Road kill at the Sinks of Gandy. 

Order Ch iroptera 
Bat sp . - Cassell Cave 

Order Lagomorpha 
Eastern Cottontail Rabbit (Sylviagus jloridanus) - One seen . 

Order Rodentia 
Woodchuck (Marmota monax) - Common. 
Eastern Chipmunk (Tamias striatus) - Common. 
Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) - Two seen . 
Eastern Fox Squirrel (Sciurus niger) - One seen. 
Red Squ irrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) - Common in camp. 
Beaver (Castor canadensis) - Blister Run Swamp, Spruce Knob, Sinks of 

Gandy, Cheat Mountain Club, and Cassell Cave. 
Deer Mouse (Peromyscus maniculatus) - Several caught in camp. 
Muskrat (Ondatra zibethica) - One seen. 

Order Carnivora 

30 

Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) - One seen at settling ponds in Frank. 
Black Bear (Ursus americanus) - Disturbed skunk cabbage indicated Black 

Bears at Cheat Mountain Club and Blister Run Swamp. 
Raccoon (Procyon lotor) - Several road kill s seen. 
Striped Skunk (Mephitis mephitis) - O~e road kill seen. 
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Order Art iodactyla 

White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) - Very common. 

Special thanks to all the campers who contributed to the mammal list but 
espec ially to Joshua Beatty, William Beatty, Jan ice Emrick, Dawn Fox, John Fox, 
Matthew Fox, Russell Fox, Thomas Fox, Lucas Head, Carol McCullough, Frederick 
McCullough, June Wheeler, and Philip Wheeler. 
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Herbacious Plants of the 1998 Foray 

Steven D. Mace 

The following is a list of the herbaceous plants (excluding ferns and fern allies) 

seen during the 1998 Foray. 
Especially helpful in compiling this list were Kenneth Anderson, William 

Beatty, Ralph Bell, Garnet Bryne, Dawn Fox, Thomas Fox, Marjorie Keatley, 

Maryanne Kraynanski, Karl Liske, Tina Long, Jane Oswald, Donald Pattison, 
Joseph Rieffenberger, Mary Moore Rieffenberger, and Jane Whitaker. 

The nomenclature follows that of the Flora of West Virginia by Strausbaugh 
and Core, second edition . 

TYPHACEAE 
Typha latifolia 

GRAMINEAE 
Phleum pratense 
Dactylis glomerata 

CYPERACEAE 
Scirpus expansus 
Carex fraseri 
Jancus effusus 

ARACEAE 
Arisaema triphyllum 
Symplocarpus foet idus 

LILIACEAE 
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Veratrum viride 
Allium tricoccum 
Hemerocallis flava 
Asparagus officinalis 
Clintonia borealis 
Clintonia umbellulata 
Smilacina racemosa 
Maianthemum canadense 
Disporum lanuginosum 
Convallaria montana 

CA IT AIL F AMIL Y 
Broad-leaved Cattail 

GRASS FAMILY 
Timothy 

Orchard Grass 

SEDGE FAMILY 
Spread Sedge 
Fraser's Sedge 

Common Rush 

ARUM FAMILY 
Jack-in-the-pulpit 

Skunk Cabbage 

LILY FAMILY 

False Hellebore 

Ramp 
Yellow Day Lily 
Asparagus 

Yellow Clintonia 
White Clintonia 
Plumelily 

Canada Mayflower 
Hairy Disporum 
American Lily-of-the-valley 
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Trillium undulatum 
Smilax herbacea 

DIOSCOREACEAE 
Discorea quaternata 

IRiDACEAE 
Sisyrinchium angustifolium 

ORCHIDACEAE 
Cypripedium acaule 
Cypripedium pubescens 
Habenaria orbiculata 
Habenaria fimbriata 
Goodyera pubescens 

ARiSTOLOCHIACEAE 

Asarum canadense 

POLYGO ACEAE 

Rumex crispus 
Rumex acetosella 
Tovara virginiana 
Polygonum cuspidatum 

PHYTOLACCACEAE 
Phytolacca americana 

CARYOPHYLLACEAE 
Stellaria media 
Lychnis alba 
Silene cucubalus 
Silene virginica 

RA UNCULACEAE 
Ranunculus abortivus 
Ranunculus acris 
Thalictrum diocium 
Thalictrum polyganum 
Anemone virginiana 
Clematis virginiana 
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Painted Trillium 
Carrion Flower 

YAM FAMILY 
Four-leaved Wild Yam 

IRIS FAMILY 
Blue-eyed Grass 

ORCHID FAMILY 
Pink Lady's Slipper 

Large Yellow Lady's Slipper 

Large Round-leaved Orchid 
Large Purple Fringed Orchid 

Downy Rattlesnake Plantain 

BIRTHWORTFAMILY 

Wild Ginger 

BUCKWHEATFAMlLY 

Curly Dock 
Field Sorrel 
Virginia Knotweed 

Japanese Knotweed 

POKEWEED F AMIL Y 

Pokeweed 

PINK FAMILY 
Common Chickweed 
White Campion 

Bladder Campion 
Fire Pink 

CROWFOOT FAMILY 
Kidneyleaf Crowfoot 
Tall Buttercup 
Early Meadowrue 

Tall Meadowrue 
Thimbleweed 
Virgin's Bower 
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Caltha palustris 
Aqui/egia canadensis 
Aconitum reelinatum 
Cimicifuga racemosa 
Actaea pachypoda 

BERBERlDACEAE 
Podophyllum peltatum 
Caulophyllum thalictroides 

PAPAVERACEAE 
Sanguinaria canadensis 

FUMARlACEAE 
Dicentra cucullaria 
Dicentra eximia 

CRUCIFERAE 
Alliaria officinalis 
Hesperis matronalis 
Dentaria diphylla 
Cardamine pensylvanica 
Arabis glabra 

DROSERACEAE 
Drosera rotundi/olia 

CRASSULACEAE 
Sedum purpureum 

SAXIFRAGACEAE 
Saxifraga micranlhidifolia 
Tiarella cordi/olia 
Mitella diphylla 

ROSACEAE 
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Aruncus dioicus 
Gillenia Irifoliata 
Fragaria virginiana 
P olentilla recta 
Potentilla norvegica 

Marsh Marigold 
Wild Co lumbine 
White Monkshood 
Black Cohosh 
White Baneberry 

BARBERRY FAMILY 
MayApple 
Blue Cohosh 

POPPY F AMIL Y 
Bloodroot 

FUMITOR Y FAMILY 
Dutchman's Breeches 
Wild Bleeding Heart 

MUSTARD F AMIL Y 
Garlic Mustard 
Dame's Rocket 
Two-leaved Toothwort 
Pennsylvania Bittercress 
Tower Mustard 

SUNDEW FAMIL Y 
Sundew 

ORPINE F AMIL Y 
Liveforever 

SAXIFRAGE F AMIL Y 
Lettuce Saxifrage 
Foamflower 
Bishop's Cap 

ROSE FAMILY 
Goatsbeard 
Indian Physic 
Virginia Strawberry 
Tall Cinquefoil 
Rough Cinquefoil 
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Potentilla simplex 
Geum canadense 
Geum laciniatum 

LEGUMINOSAE 
Lupinus perennis 
Trifolium pratense 
Trifolium repens 
Lotus corniculatus 

OXALIDACEAE 
Oxalis montana 
Oxalis stricta 
Oxalis europaea 

BALSAMINACEAE 
Impatiens pallida 
Impatiens capensis 

VIOLACEAE 
Viola papilionacea 
Viola rotundifolia 
Viola hastata 
Viola canadensis 

ARALIACEAE 
Aralia racemosa 
Aralia nudicaulis 

UMBELLIFERAE 
Zizia aurea 
Cryptotaenia canadensis 
Heracleum maximum 
Daucus carota 

PYROLACEAE 
Monotropa hypopithys 

GE TIA ACEAE 
Menyanthes trifoliata 
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Common Cinquefoil 
White Avens 
Rough Avens 

PULSE FAMILY 
Wild Lupine 
Red Clover 
White Clover 
Birdsfoot-trefoil 

WOOD SORREL FAMIL Y 
White Wood Sorrel 
Upright Yellow Wood Sorrel 
European Yellow Wood Sorrel 

JEWELWEED FAMILY 
Pale Touch-me-not 
Spotted Touch-me-not 

VIOLET FAMILY 
Common Blue Violet 
Roundleaf Vio let 
Halberd-Leaf Yellow Violet 

Canada Violet 

GINSENG FAMILY 
American Spikenard 
Wild Sarsaparilla 

CARROT F AMIL Y 
Golden Alexanders 
Honewort 
Cow Parsnip 
Queen Anne's Lace 

WINTERGREEN FAMILY 
Pinesap 

GE TIAN F AMlL Y 
Buckbean 
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ASCLEPIADACEAE 
Asclepias quadrifolia 
Asclepias syriaca 

HYDROPHYLLACEAE 
Hydrophyllum macrophylium 
Hydrophyllum canadense 

BORAGINACEAE 
Echium vulgare 
Cynoggosun officinale 
Myosotis scorpioides 

LABIATAE 
Meehania cordata 
Nepeta cataria 
Glechoma hederacea 
Prunella vulgaris 
Monarda clinopodia 
Mondarda fistulosa 
Blephilia hirsuta 
Mentha piperita 

SOLA ACEAE 
Solanum dulcamara 

SCROPHULARIACEAE 
Verbascum thapsus 
Verbascum blattaria 
Linaria vulgaris 
Penstemon hirsutus 
Veronica officinalis 
Predicularis canadensis 

PLA TAGINACEAE 
Plantago rugelii 

RUBIACEAE 
Galium aparine 
Mitchella repens 
Houstonia serpyllifolia 
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MILKWEED FAMILY 
Four-leaved Milkweed 
Common Milkweed 

WATERLEAFFAMILY 
Large-leaved Waterleaf 
Virginia Waterleaf 

BORAGE FAMILY 
Viper's Bugloss 
Hounds-tongue 
Forget-me-not 

MINT FAMILY 
Meehania 
Catnip 
Ground Ivy 
European Selfheal 
Basil Balm 
Wild Bergamot 
Hairy Woodmint 
Peppermint 

IGHTSHADEFAMILY 
Bittersweet 

FIGWORTFAMILY 
Great Mullein 
Moth Mullein 
Butter-and-eggs 
Hairy Beard-tongue 
Common Speedwell 
Wood Betony 

PLAINT AIN F AMIL Y 
Common Plantain 

MADDER FAMILY 
Cleavers 
Partridge Berry 
Thyme-leaved Bluets 
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CAPRIFOLIACEAE 
Linnaea americana 

DIPSACACEAE 

Dipsacus sylvestris 

COMPOSITAE 
Eupatorium rugosum 
Aster preanthoides 
Erigeron philadelphicus 
Erigeron strigesus 
Rudbeckia triloba 
Achillea millefolium 
Matricaria matricarioides 
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum 
Tussilago farfara 
Senecia aureus 
Arctium minus 
Cirsium vulgare 
Taraxacum erythrospermum 
Taraxacum officinale 
Cichorium intybus 
Tragopogon porrifolius 
Prenanthes trifolia 
Hieracium aurantiacum 
Hieracium pratense 
Hieracium venosum 

HO EYSUCKLE F AMIL Y 
Twinflower 

TEASEL FAMILY 

Common Tease l 

COMPOSITE FAMILY 
White Snakeroot 
Crooked-stem Aster 
Philadelph ia Fleabane 
Daisy Fleabane 

Tall Coneflower 
Yarrow 
Pineapple Weed 
Ox-eye Daisy 

Co ltsfoot 
Golden Ragwort 

Common Burdock 
Common Thistle 
Red-seeded Dandelion 
Common Dandelion 
Chicory 
Oyster Plant 
Lion ' s Foot 

Orange Hawkweed 
Field Hawkweed 

Ratt lesnake-weed 

Reference 

Strausbaugh, P. D., & Core, E. L. (1 977) . Flora of West Virginia, 2nd Edition . 

Grantsv ille, WV: Seneca Books, Inc. 
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Trees and Shrubs of the 1998 Foray 

Marjorie Keatley 

Following is the li st of trees and shrubs seen during the 1998 Foray at 

Thornwood, Pocahontas County, West Virgin ia. The list is in phylogenetic order 
according to Strausbaugh and Core (1977) . 

PINACEAE 
Abies balsamea 
Tsuga canadensis 
Picea rubens 
Picea abies 
Picea pungens 
Pinus strobus 
Pinus resinosa 
Pinus sylvestris 

CUPRESSACEAE 
Thuja occidentalis 
Juniperus virginiana 
Juniperus horizontalis 

SALICACEAE 
Salix nigra 
Salix babylonica 
Populus grandidentata 

JUGLA DACEAE 
Juglans nigra 
Carya cordiformis 
Carya ovata 

CORYLACEAE 

Carpinus caroliniana 
Betula lenta 
Betula alleghaniensis 
A lnus rugosa 
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PI EFAMILY 
Balsam Fir 

Hemlock 
Red Spruce 

orway Spruce 

Blue Spruce 

White Pine 
Red Pine 

Scotch Pine 

CYPRESS FAMILY 
Arbor-vitae 
Red Cedar 
Creeping Juniper 

WILLOW FAMILY 
Black Willow 

Weeping Willow 
Bigtooth Aspen 

WAL UTFAMILY 
Black Walnut 
Bitternut Hickory 

Shagbark Hickory 

HAZEL FAMILY 

American Hornbeam 
Sweet Birch 
Yellow Birch 

Speckled Alder 

39 



FAGACEAE 
Fagus grandifolia 
Castanea dentata 
Quercus alba 
Quercus prinus 
Quercus rubra 
Quercus coccinea 
Quercus velutina 
Quercus ilicifolia 

ARlSTOLOCHIACEAE 
Aristolochia macrophylla 

BERBERlDACEAE 
Berberis thunbergii 

MAG OLIACEAE 
Magnolia acuminata 
Magnolia fraseri 

LAURACEAE 
Sassafras albidum 

SAXlFRAGACEAE 
Hydrangea arborescens 

HAMAMELIDACEAE 
Hamamelis virginiana 

PLATA ACEAE 
Platanus occidentalis 

ROSACEAE 
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Pyrus malus 
Pyrus americana 
Amelanchier arborea 
Amelanchier laevis 
Crataegus sp. 
Rubus odoratus 
Rosa multiflora 
Prunus americana 

BEECH FAMILY 
American Beech 
Chestnut 
White Oak 
Chestnut Oak 

Red Oak 
Scarlet Oak 
Black Oak 

Scrub Oak 

BIRTHWORTFAMILY 

Pipevine 

BARBERRY FAMILY 
Japanese Barberry 

MAG OLIAFAMILY 

Cucumber Tree 
Mountain Magnolia 

LA UREL F AMIL Y 
White Sassafras 

SAXIFRAGE FAMILY 
Wild Hydrangea 

WITCH-HAZEL FAMILY 
Witch-Hazel 

PLA E TREE F AMIL Y 
Sycamore 

ROSE FAMILY 
Apple 
Mountainash 
Common Serviceberry 

Smooth Serviceberry 
Hawthorn 

Flowering Raspberry 
Rambler Rose 

Wild Plum 
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Prunus pensylvanica 
Prunus serotina 

LEGUMI OSA E 
Rob inia pseudo-acacia 

A ACARDIACEAE 
Rhus typhina 
Rhus radicans 

AQUIFOLIACEAE 
!lex montana 

ACERACEAE 

Acer spicatum 
Acer pensylvanicum 
Acer saccharum 
Acer rubrum 

VITACEAE 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
Vitis sp. 

TILIACEAE 
Tilia americana 

THYMELAEACEAE 
Elaeagnus umbel/ata 

ARALIACEAE 
Aralia spinosa 

CORNACEAE 
Cornus canadensis 
Corn us florida 
Cornus alternifolia 

ERlCACEAE 
Vaccinium erythrocarpum 
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Pin Cherry 
Wild Black Cherry 

PULSE FAMILY 
Black Locust 

CASHEW FAMILY 
Staghorn Sumac 

Poison Ivy 

HOLL Y F AMIL Y 
Mountain Holly 

MAPLE F AMIL Y 
Mountain Maple 
Striped Maple 
Sugar Maple 

Red Maple 

VI EFAMILY 

Virginia Creeper 

Grape 

LI DE FAMILY 
American Linden 

MEZEREUM FAMILY 
Autumn Ol ive 

GI SE G FAMILY 
Hercules' Club 

DOGWOOD FAMILY 
Dwarf Cornel 
Flowering Dogwood 
Alternate-leaved Dogwood 

HEA TH F AMIL Y 
Southern Mountain Cranberry 
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This list was prepared in phylogenetic order according to Strausbaugh and 
Core. Conversations with Dr. Dan K. Evans at Marshall University indicated that 

the Checklist (see references) should be used as the most up-to-date reference. 
Following is a listing of the trees that show a different genus/spec ies name in the 
Checklist. 

Strausbaugh & Core 

Alnus rugosa 
Pyrus malus 
Pyrus americana 
Rhus typhina 
Rhus radicans 

Checkl ist 

Alnus incana 
Malus sylvestris 
Sorbus americana 
Rhus hirta 
Toxicodendron radicans 

Re ferences 

Common ame 

Speckled Alder 
Apple 
Mountainash 
Staghorn Sumac 
Poison Ivy 

Harmon, P. J. , Kartesz, J. T. , Jessee, C. M., McDonald, B. R., & Sargent, B . D. 
(1995) . Checklist of the vascular flora of West Virginia. Elkins, WV: 

Division of atural Resources . 

Strausbaugh, P. D., & Core, E. L. (1977) . Flora of West Virginia, 2nd Edition . 
Grantsville, WV: Seneca Books, Inc. 
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Fern and Fern Allies of the 1998 Foray 

Dawn A. Fox 

Thirty-two ferns and fern allies were found during the 1998 Camp Pocahontas 
Foray. This year the ferns and fern allies were collected from the entire study area 
instead of the study area used during the 1993 Foray, which covered the area within 
a 1 V,-m ile radius of camp. 

There has been an extens ive li st of fern s and fern all ies compiled at the severa l 
forays held at Camp Pocahontas; however, Greg Eddy found Athyrium pycnocarpon, 

arrow-leaved Athyrium, which had not been previous ly reported, near the mouth 
of Casse l Cave on Back Mountain Road . 

EQUISET ACEAE 

£quisetum arvense 

LYCOPODIACEAE 
Lycopodium lucidulum 
Lycopodium obscurum 
Lycopodium clavatum 
Lycopodium flabelliforme 

OPHIOGLOSSACEAE 
Botrychium dissectum 
Botry chium virgin ianum 

OSM DACEAE 
Osmunda regalis 
Osmunda cinnamomea 
Osmunda claytoniana 

SCHIZAEACEAE 
Lygodium palmatum 

POL YPODIACEAE 
Cystopteris bulbifera 
Matteuccia pensylvanica 
Onoclea sensibilis 
Phegopteris connectilis 
Thelypteris noveboracensis 
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HORSETAIL FAMILY 
Common Horsetail 

CLUBMOSS FAMILY 
Shining Clubmoss 
Tree Clubmoss 
Common Clubmoss 
Groundpine 

ADDER'S TO GUEFAMILY 

Cutleaf Grapefern 
Rattlesnake Fern 

ROYAL FER FAMILY 
Royal Fern 

Cinnamon Fern 
Interrupted Fern 

CURLY G RASS FAMILY 
Climbing Fern· 

FER FAMILY 
Bulbiferous Bladder Fern 
Ostrich Fern 

Sensitive Fern 
Long Beech Fern 

ew York Fern 
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Dry opteris cristata 
Dryopteris goldiana 
Dryopteris marginalis 
Dryopteris campyloptera 
Dryopteris spinulosa 
Dry opteris intermedia 
Polystichum acrostichoides 
Dennstaedtia punctilobula 
Athyrium pycnocarpon 
Athyrium thelypterioides 
Athyrium angustum 
Athyrium asplenioides 
Asplenium platyneuron 
Adiantum pedatum 
Pteridium aquilinum 
Polypodium virginianum 

*Found on Cheat Mountain Lodge property. 

Crested Shield Fern 
Goldie's Shield Fern 

Marginal Shield Fern 
Mountain Wood Fern 
Spinulose Shield Fern 

Intermediate Wood Fern 
Christmas Fern 
Hay Scented Fern 

arrow- leaved Athyrium** 

Silvery Athyrium 
ortheastern Lady Fern 

Southern Lady Fern 
Ebony Spleenwort 
Maidenha ir Fern 

Bracken Fern 
Common Polypody 

* *Found on Back Mountain Road near the mouth of Cassel Cave. 

I would like to thank all who contributed to the list in any way, particu larly Greg 
Eddy, John B. Fox, Matthew J. Fox, Thomas R. Fox, Marjorie Keatley, and Judith 

A . Ward . 

References 

Mace, S. D. (1994) . The 1993 Foray Plant List. The Redstart, 61( 1), 33 -43 . 

Strausbaugh, P. D., & Core, E. L. (1977) . Flora of West Virginia , 2nd Edition . 

Grantsville, WV: Seneca Books , Inc. 
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Foray Weather 

Frederick Temple 

Low High 
Day Temperature Temperature Prec ipitation 

June 5 42° F 54° F trace 

June 7 42° F 56° F 0 

June 8 38° F 60° F 0 

June 9 50° F 53° F 0.37 in . 

June 10 60° F 65 ° F 0 .36 in. 

June II 59° F 64° F 0.16 in . 

June 12 62° F 72° F 0.30 in . 

June 13 55 ° F 

Total precipitation 1.1 9 in . 

506 Hazlett Ave . 

Wheeling, WV 26003 
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Foray Participants, Pocahontas County Foray, 1998 

John David Anderson, Kenneth Anderson, Marcia Anderson, Richard Anderson, 
Sarah Anderson, Michael Barnes, Bev Beatty, Joshua Beatty·, William Beatty, 
Ra lph Bell , Brent Berisford, Frank Berisford, Hannah Berisford, Martin Berisford, 
Dana Buckelew, Garnet Byrne, Bernadette Cherry·, John Chiles, Martha Chiles, 
Carolyn Conrad, Dorothy Conrad, Mary Louise Cowen, Virginia Cronenberger, 
Greg Eddy, Sharleen Eddy, Cynthia Ellis , Andrew Emrick, Janice Emrick, Rache l 
Emrick, Scott Emrick, Robin Estep, Dawn Fox, John Fox, Matthew Fox, Russell 
Fox, Thomas Fox, Jason Friggens, Mary Groome, Michael Groome, George Hall , 
Jennifer Harrison, Kimberly Harrison, Peter Harrison, Lucas Head·, George 
Hurley, Patrick Hurley, Thomas Hurley, John Jacobs, Wilma Jarrell, Donna 
Johnson, Edward Johnson, icholas Johnson, Virginia Johnson, Marjorie Keatley, 
Benjamin Kiff, Maxine Kiff, Maryanne Kraynanski, Joshua Lipton, Karl Liske, 
Tina Long, Steven Mace, Shirley Martin, Oran Matthey, Polly Matthey, Carol 
McCullough, Frederick McCullough, Loretta Mullens, orma Murray, William 
Murray, Jane Oswald, Donald Pattison, Joan Pattison, Laura Rayburn·, Lisa 
Rayburn* , Mary Moore Rieffenberger, Richard Rieger, Robert Rine , Donald 
Shearer, Martha Shearer, Claudette Simard, Carl Slater, Juanita Slater, Edwin 
Smith, Heidi Sm ith, Joshua Smith, Michael Smith, Sarah Smith, Frederick Temple, 
Patricia Temple, Ryan Tomazin, Judith Ward, Roy Ward, Elizabeth Weimer, 
Hester Werner, John Werner, June Wheeler, Philip Wheeler, Jane Whitaker, 
Trisha Wintz* , Susan Wright. Day visitors : Shawn Head, Cleo Mayfield, George 
Mayfield, John ortheimer. Speakers : Thomas Allen, Copeland Farrell, Kimberly 
Farrell , Joseph Rieffenberger. 

* Scho larsh ip 
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Field Notes 
Summer Season 

June-August, 1998 

James O. Phillips, Editor 

Few reports were received for the summer season . Several species seemed out 
oftheir normal breeding range or else they began their migration early or late. The 
first of the season was cool and wet. The remainder of the season was extremely 
dry with normal temperatures. 

A Common Loon was observed on the ew River near the Mercer County line 
in early June (JP). Pied-billed Grebes were found on Moncove Lake, Monroe 
County, in mid-June (JP) and Sandy Creek Marsh, Wood County (MBC), in late 
August. Three Double-crested Cormorants were seen on the Shenandoah River, 
near Charlestown, Jefferson County, on the last day of the period (SM) . Great 
Blue Herons were located across most of the region throughout the period . 
Reports came from Ritchie (YC), Wood (MBC), Kanawha (HG), and Summers (JP) 
counties. Great Egrets were seen in Wood (MBC), Kanawha (HG), Mercer, and 
Summers (JP) counties in July and August. An immature Little Blue Heron was 
presented on the Bluestone River, Summers County, the last week of July (JP). 
Green Herons seemed in usual numbers. 

Both vultures seemed to be doing well. Canada Geese may have suffered some 
nest loss due to high water on the ew River, but they seemed in normal numbers 
downstream along the Kanawha River. As usual, Mallards did well and Wood Duck 
numbers seemed to be about normal. Ospreys were seen in early August along the 

ew River, Summers County (FR), and later in August on Stonewall Jackson Lake, 
Lewis County (OG) . At least one ch ick was raised on eal Island in the Ohio River 
(MBC). Six adults were seen in addition to the chick. A Bald Eagle was seen along 
the ew River, Summers County, in early August (FR) . According to the "WV 

ongame Wildlife & atural Heritage ews" (Fall, 1998), all of the known Bald 
Eagle nests in the state produced young. Three nests produced two chicks each and 
three nests produced one chick each. There were scattered reports of Sharp­
shinned and Cooper's hawks. Hullet Good reported seeing a Northern Cardinal 
chasing a Cooper's Hawk. There were several reports of nesting success for Red­
shouldered Hawks; Broad-winged and Red-tailed hawks also seemed to have 
some success. American Kestrels were a bit uncommon. On August 13, a Merlin 
was seen chas ing a Green Heron along the Bluestone River, Mercer County (JP). 

A Ring-necked Pheasant was seen near Grandview, Raleigh County (NPS). 
According to the WY Division of atural Resources, the brood counts for Ruffed 
Grouse and Wild Turkey were down . Killdeer seemed in good numbers . Spotted 
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Sandpipers were seen in Kanawha County by the end of the period . Solitary and 
Pectoral sandpipers were seen in Mercer and Summers counties by early August 
(AM, JP) . Eastern Screech-Owls were found in Braxton (HG), Ritchie (YC), and 
Summers (JP) counties . Great Horned Owls were heard in Summers County (JP). 
Barred Owls were considered fairly common with birds being reported in 
Summers (JP), Ritchie (YC), and Braxton (HG) counties. A Short-eared Owl was 
heard on Lilly Mountain, Raleigh County, on August 8 (OS). Common Night­
hawks were heard and seen during the summer in Charleston, Kanawha County; 
Princeton, Mercer County; and Morgantown, Monongalia County (JP) . George 
Breiding considered this species to be declining in numbers in the Morgantown 
area in recent years . Whip-poor-wills were found in Mercer (AM), Jackson (DG), 
and Ritchie (YC) counties . Their populations seem to be declining as well. 
Chimney Swifts seemed in good shape across the region. 

Abundance reports for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds varied. Most of the 
woodpeckers seemed to be doing well. The only report for Red-headed Wood­
peckers came from Wood County (MBC) . A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was 
turned in to the Three Rivers Avian Center after being attacked by a cat. It came 
from Beckley, Raleigh County, on August I (TRAC). Most reporters considered 
the flycatchers to be common as a group. White-eyed, Yellow-throated, and 
Red-eyed vireos were considered common in Ritchie (YC), Summers (JP), and 
Kanawha (HG) counties while the Blue-headed and Warbling vireos were 
encountered more often in Summers County (JP) . Most of the swallows were 
found, but the Tree Swallows were the only ones that were fairly abundant. 
Carolina Wrens were reported over most of the state. George Breiding found at 
least four singing Winter Wrens in Monongalia County during the breeding 
season . One was heard along the Bluestone River, Summers County, the third week 
of June (JP). 

The thrushes seemed to be in their usual territories . Gray Catbirds seemed 
to have increased in parts of the region. An albino European Starling was 
observed in a flock in Wood County (MBC) . one of the warblers seemed to be 
especially common or rare. Those mentioned most included Northern Parula, 
Yellow, Yellow-throated, Pine, and Black-and-white warblers. Common 
Yellowthroats and American Redstarts were mentioned by some. George 
Breiding considered Hooded Warbler numbers up, and he found Canada and 
Magnolia warblers in Monongalia County. Summer Tanagers were on ly re­
ported from the western part of the state and considered to be uncommon while 
Scarlet Tanagers were common across the region . Indigo Buntings seemed low 
in numbers . A Dickcissel was seen in Wirt County on June 4 (MBC). Baltimore 
Orioles seemed in good shape and Orchard Orioles were a bit spotty. 

Contributors- George Breiding (GB), Yirginia Cronenberger (YC), Donald 
Good (DG), Hullet Good (HG), Yirginia Bly Hoover (YH), Marjorie Keatley 
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(MK), Ann McRae (AM), Stauffer Miller (SM), Mountwood Bird Club (MBC), 
Frank Ratcl iffe (FR), Do llie Stover (DS), and Three River Avian Center (TRAC). 

50 

HC 78, Box 42-C 

Pipestem, WV 25979 

THE REDSTART - JANUARY, 1999 



PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

ORNITHOL OGICAL BOOKS 

Birding Guide to West Virginia, edited by lames W. Bullard ................ ......... ...... ...... . 
The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas by A.R. Buckelew lr 

and George A. Hall ............................................ ................ ... .. .. ... ...... ... ........ .... ........ . 
Birds of orth America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illu s. by Arthur Singer. 

Popular field guide, excellent color iIIus., range maps, field marks. 
Autographed . Hardback ............... . 

Softback ........ ........ . 
West Virginia Birds by George Hall ........ .................. .................. .. ......... .................. .. .... . 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by . Bayard Green 

and Thomas K. Pauley ........ ..... .. ............................................................................ . 

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICA n ONS 

o. I , 1986 Birds of the Lower Oh io River Valley in West Virginia 
by Kiff, Igou, Slack, and Wilson .... ..... ...... ................... .................. .... .. .. ........ ...... . 

o. 2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia 
edited by A.R. Buckelew lr. ......... ....... .............. .. ...... .. ...................... ..... ............... . 

Add $2 for postage per order. 
Add 6% West Virginia sales tax per order. 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 

$10.00 

$23.75 

$11.85 
$9.00 

$20.00 

$12.00 

$1.00 

$1.00 

Original papers in the field of natural history are published in The Redstart. Papers are judged 
on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. Scientific accuracy is 
most important and to this end an advisory board, selected by the editorial staff, will review 
submitted papers . Papers should be typewritten, double spaced on one side of the paper only. 
Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIIP 

The Brooks Bird Club is a nonprofit organization whose objective is to encourage the study and 
conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership includes su bscript ions to The 
Redstart and Mail Bag and entitles one to all the privileges offered by the Club. Classes of 
membership are Student, $5 ; Individua~ $17 ; Family, $20; Sustaining, $30; Life, $300;Family Life, 
$450. Checks should be written payable to The Brooks Bird Club and mailed to P.O. Box 4077, 
Wheeling, WV 26003 . 

Date 

January 
February 

February 19-21 
March 14 
April 30-May 2 
MayS 
May 14-16 
June 1-8 
June 1-30 
June 11-19 
August 14-Oct. 2 
Aug. 1- ov.7 
Sept. 3-6 
September 11-26 
September 17-19 
October 22-24 

ovember 6 

ovember 10-14 

Dec. 16-Jan. J, '00 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

March 15 

1999 Calendar of Events 
The Brooks Bird Club, Inc. 

Activity Place 

BBC Membership Month ..................................................... Wheeling, WV 
Write an article for the Mail Bag or 

The Red!tart ..................................................................... mail to editor 
Mid-Winter Meeting - Jackson's Mill .................................... Weston, WV 
Waterfowl Field Trip ............................ _ ...........•............. Seneca Lake, OH 
Old Hemlock Weekend - Preston Co. 4-H Camp .... _. Brandonville, WV 
Migration Bird Counts .•... _ ........................................................ 1ocaI groups 
Crane Creek/Ottawa WR Warbler Field Trip ............ Oak Harbor, OH 
Sortie - Thorn Springs 4-H Camp .................... _ ........ _ ......... Franklin, WV 
25-Mile Breedmg Bird Surveys .............................................. local groups 
Foray - Spring Heights Education Center ............................ Spencer, WV 
Bird Banding - Dolly Sods .....•..•.......................................... Grant Co., WV 
Bird Banding - Sandstone Falls ...................... _ ............... Raleigh Co., WV 
Labor Day Weekend - Timberline Resort ................ Canaan Valley WV 
Hawk Count ............................................................... Peters Mountain, WV 
Hawk Count .......................................................................... Dolly Sods, WV 
Annual Meeting - orth Bend State Park ..•.................... Harrisville, WV 
BBC Board of Directors Meeting 

- BBC Clubroom ............. _ ............................................... Wheeling, WV 
Eastern Shore Waterfowl Trip 

- contact Carl Slater .................................. _ ........•........... Eastern Shore 
Christmas Bird Count ............................................................ local group 

BBC FORAYS 

Spring Heights Education Center .......................................... Spencer, WV 
Concord College .......................................................................... Athens, WV 
Camp Kidd .......•.. _ ..................................................................... Parsons, WV 
Raleigh Co. 4-H Camp ............................................................. Daniels, WV 
Pocahontas County 4-H Camp .......................................... Thornwood, WV 

SEASONAL FIELD A D BA DING NOTES DUE 

June 15 Septem ber 15 December 15 

MAlL: Faeld otes to: James D. Phillips, HC 78, Box 42-C, Pipestem, WV 25979 
Banding otes to: Ralph K. Bell, R.D. I, Box 229, Clarksville, PA 15322 

West Virgi.ia Rare Bird Hotline: 304-736-3086 

The dates for the 1999 BBC program may be changed if necessary. Changes in the program 
WIll be announced in the Mail Bag. 

.., 


