


















































Field Notes 
Summer Season 

June-August, 1998 

James O. Phillips, Editor 

Few reports were received for the summer season. Several species seemed out 
oftheir normal breeding range or else they began their migration early or late. The 
first of the season was cool and wet. The remainder of the season was extremely 
dry with normal temperatures. 

A Common Loon was observed on the ew River near the Mercer County line 
in early June (JP). Pied-billed Grebes were found on Moncove Lake, Monroe 
County, in mid-June (JP) and Sandy Creek Marsh, Wood County (MBC), in late 
August. Three Double-crested Cormorants were seen on the Shenandoah River, 
near Charlestown, Jefferson County, on the last day of the period (SM). Great 
Blue Herons were located across most of the region throughout the period. 
Reports came from Ritchie (YC), Wood (MBC), Kanawha (HG), and Summers (JP) 
counties. Great Egrets were seen in Wood (MBC), Kanawha (HG), Mercer, and 
Summers (JP) counties in July and August. An immature Little Blue Heron was 
presented on the Bluestone River, Summers County, the last week of July (JP). 
Green Herons seemed in usual numbers. 

Both vultures seemed to be doing well. Canada Geese may have suffered some 
nest loss due to high water on the ew River, but they seemed in normal numbers 
downstream along the Kanawha River. As usual, Mallards did well and Wood Duck 
numbers seemed to be about normal. Ospreys were seen in early August along the 

ew River, Summers County (FR), and later in August on Stonewall Jackson Lake, 
Lewis County (OG). At least one chick was raised on eal Island in the Ohio River 
(MBC). Six adults were seen in addition to the chick. A Bald Eagle was seen along 
the ew River, Summers County, in early August (FR). According to the "WV 

ongame Wildlife & atural Heritage ews" (Fall, 1998), all of the known Bald 
Eagle nests in the state produced young. Three nests produced two chicks each and 
three nests produced one chick each. There were scattered reports of Sharp­
shinned and Cooper's hawks. Hullet Good reported seeing a Northern Cardinal 
chasing a Cooper's Hawk. There were several reports of nesting success for Red­
shouldered Hawks; Broad-winged and Red-tailed hawks also seemed to have 
some success. American Kestrels were a bit uncommon. On August 13, a Merlin 
was seen chasing a Green Heron along the Bluestone River, Mercer County (JP). 

A Ring-necked Pheasant was seen near Grandview, Raleigh County (NPS). 
According to the WY Division of atural Resources, the brood counts for Ruffed 
Grouse and Wild Turkey were down. Killdeer seemed in good numbers. Spotted 
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Sandpipers were seen in Kanawha County by the end of the period. Solitary and 
Pectoral sandpipers were seen in Mercer and Summers counties by early August 
(AM, JP). Eastern Screech-Owls were found in Braxton (HG), Ritchie (YC), and 
Summers (JP) counties. Great Horned Owls were heard in Summers County (JP). 
Barred Owls were considered fairly common with birds being reported in 
Summers (JP), Ritchie (YC), and Braxton (HG) counties. A Short-eared Owl was 
heard on Lilly Mountain, Raleigh County, on August 8 (OS). Common Night­
hawks were heard and seen during the summer in Charleston, Kanawha County; 
Princeton, Mercer County; and Morgantown, Monongalia County (JP). George 
Breiding considered this species to be declining in numbers in the Morgantown 
area in recent years. Whip-poor-wills were found in Mercer (AM) , Jackson (DG), 
and Ritchie (YC) counties. Their populations seem to be declining as well. 
Chimney Swifts seemed in good shape across the region. 

Abundance reports for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds varied. Most of the 
woodpeckers seemed to be doing well. The only report for Red-headed Wood­
peckers came from Wood County (MBC) . A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was 
turned in to the Three Rivers Avian Center after being attacked by a cat. It came 
from Beckley, Raleigh County, on August I (TRAC). Most reporters considered 
the flycatchers to be common as a group. White-eyed, Yellow-throated, and 
Red-eyed vireos were considered common in Ritchie (YC), Summers (JP), and 
Kanawha (HG) counties while the Blue-headed and Warbling vireos were 
encountered more often in Summers County (JP). Most of the swallows were 
found, but the Tree Swallows were the only ones that were fairly abundant. 
Carolina Wrens were reported over most of the state. George Breiding found at 
least four singing Winter Wrens in Monongalia County during the breeding 
season. One was heard along the Bluestone River, Summers County, the third week 
of June (JP). 

The thrushes seemed to be in their usual territories. Gray Catbirds seemed 
to have increased in parts of the region. An albino European Starling was 
observed in a flock in Wood County (MBC) . one of the warblers seemed to be 
especially common or rare. Those mentioned most included Northern Parula, 
Yellow, Yellow-throated, Pine, and Black-and-white warblers. Common 
Yellowthroats and American Redstarts were mentioned by some. George 
Breiding considered Hooded Warbler numbers up, and he found Canada and 
Magnolia warblers in Monongalia County. Summer Tanagers were only re­
ported from the western part of the state and considered to be uncommon while 
Scarlet Tanagers were common across the region. Indigo Buntings seemed low 
in numbers. A Dickcissel was seen in Wirt County on June 4 (MBC). Baltimore 
Orioles seemed in good shape and Orchard Orioles were a bit spotty. 

Contributors- George Breiding (GB), Yirginia Cronenberger (YC), Donald 
Good (DG), Hullet Good (HG), Y irginia Bly Hoover (YH), Marjorie Keatley 
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(MK), Ann McRae (AM), Stauffer Miller (SM), Mountwood Bird Club (MBC), 
Frank Ratcl iffe (FR), Do llie Stover (DS), and Three River Avian Center (TRAC). 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

ORNITHOL OGICAL BOOKS 

Birding Guide to West Virginia, edited by lames W. Bullard ................ ......... ...... ...... . 
The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas by A.R. Buckelew lr 

and George A. Hall ............................................ ................ ... .. .. ... ...... ... ........ .... ........ . 
Birds of orth America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illu s. by Arthur Singer. 

Popular field guide, excellent color iIIus., range maps, field marks. 
Autographed . Hardback ............... . 

Softback ........ ........ . 
West Virginia Birds by George Hall ........ .................. .................. .. ......... .................. .. .... . 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by . Bayard Green 

and Thomas K. Pauley ........ ..... .. ............................................................................ . 

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICA n ONS 

o. I , 1986 Birds of the Lower Oh io River Valley in West Virginia 
by Kiff, Igou, Slack, and Wilson .... ..... ...... ................... .................. .... .. .. ........ ...... . 

o. 2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia 
edited by A.R. Buckelew lr. ......... ....... .............. .. ...... .. ...................... ..... ............... . 

Add $2 for postage per order. 
Add 6% West Virginia sales tax per order. 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 

$10.00 

$23.75 

$11.85 
$9.00 

$20.00 

$12.00 

$1.00 

$1.00 

Original papers in the field of natural history are published in The Redstart. Papers are judged 
on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. Scientific accuracy is 
most important and to this end an advisory board, selected by the editorial staff, will review 
submitted papers . Papers should be typewritten, double spaced on one side of the paper only. 
Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIIP 

The Brooks Bird Club is a nonprofit organization whose objective is to encourage the study and 
conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership includes su bscript ions to The 
Redstart and Mail Bag and entitles one to all the privileges offered by the Club. Classes of 
membership are Student, $5 ; Individua~ $17 ; Family, $20; Sustaining, $30; Life, $300;Family Life, 
$450. Checks should be written payable to The Brooks Bird Club and mailed to P.O. Box 4077, 
Wheeling, WV 26003 . 

Date 

January 
February 

February 19-21 
March 14 
April 30-May 2 
MayS 
May 14-16 
June 1-8 
June 1-30 
June 11-19 
August 14-Oct. 2 
Aug. 1- ov.7 
Sept. 3-6 
September 11-26 
September 17-19 
October 22-24 

ovember 6 

ovember 10-14 

Dec. 16-Jan. J, '00 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 

March 15 

1999 Calendar of Events 
The Brooks Bird Club, Inc. 

Activity Place 

BBC Membership Month ..................................................... Wheeling, WV 
Write an article for the Mail Bag or 

The Red!tart ..................................................................... mail to editor 
Mid-Winter Meeting - Jackson's Mill .................................... Weston, WV 
Waterfowl Field Trip ............................ _ ...........•............. Seneca Lake, OH 
Old Hemlock Weekend - Preston Co. 4-H Camp .... _. Brandonville, WV 
Migration Bird Counts .•... _ ........................................................ 1ocaI groups 
Crane Creek/Ottawa WR Warbler Field Trip ............ Oak Harbor, OH 
Sortie - Thorn Springs 4-H Camp .................... _ ........ _ ......... Franklin, WV 
25-Mile Breedmg Bird Surveys .............................................. local groups 
Foray - Spring Heights Education Center ............................ Spencer, WV 
Bird Banding - Dolly Sods .....•..•.......................................... Grant Co., WV 
Bird Banding - Sandstone Falls ...................... _ ............... Raleigh Co., WV 
Labor Day Weekend - Timberline Resort ................ Canaan Valley WV 
Hawk Count ............................................................... Peters Mountain, WV 
Hawk Count .......................................................................... Dolly Sods, WV 
Annual Meeting - orth Bend State Park ..•.................... Harrisville, WV 
BBC Board of Directors Meeting 

- BBC Clubroom ............. _ ............................................... Wheeling, WV 
Eastern Shore Waterfowl Trip 

- contact Carl Slater .................................. _ ........•........... Eastern Shore 
Christmas Bird Count ............................................................ local group 

BBC FORAYS 

Spring Heights Education Center .......................................... Spencer, WV 
Concord College .......................................................................... Athens, WV 
Camp Kidd .......•.. _ ..................................................................... Parsons, WV 
Raleigh Co. 4-H Camp ............................................................. Daniels, WV 
Pocahontas County 4-H Camp .......................................... Thornwood, WV 

SEASONAL FIELD A D BA DING NOTES DUE 

June 15 Septem ber 15 December 15 

MAlL: Faeld otes to: James D. Phillips, HC 78, Box 42-C, Pipestem, WV 25979 
Banding otes to: Ralph K. Bell, R.D. I, Box 229, Clarksville, PA 15322 

West Virgi.ia Rare Bird Hotline: 304-736-3086 

The dates for the 1999 BBC program may be changed if necessary. Changes in the program 
WIll be announced in the Mail Bag. 

.., 


