— e = e
... __ _ __ __ _
- G -

- . ... . -
.

... ... _ __ = . = . .
- %@;Z@%m& . .
. " = -

. . - .
- - - .. @

- . . . .
. - - - - . .. . .
- - . . -
. @ @ @@ @0 -

]

. - . . -
. ~ - -
- . -

] =~
e

- ...

- . . . -
. - - - .
- . ~ - .
- - - o - - o

- . -
- -~ = .
- ... @
- -~ - - .
- - . = e -
. —— . - . -

P . B . > | ~

- L J . .

.
. -
e < ]
yr 4 k. -
-~ = .

- - i = 9 - :v -
4 | - B - . ) . . B .

. F " B B T - - |
?g’:&/ﬁ@»@'”‘fﬂf | | - w 1 5 i » «»
S e T, e s o s o e , -

7 7 =
. NUILUME B) | R 4 - -
- VO UVLE O 4 -
- - '

0,
-
-

- v - -
T o o -
- = - .
- -

e

. -
. | I .
s e e s s A -
s T . «%,%0 -

o

-

= = = .
= 5 .
o o 5, 7 2, - e !
- . s M g Ry . =
L . o oo s - L} o
Y 5 x> - - . A
s s e - - .
.. . - - . .. - ... .
WWW%WW%c - Jr%.’?'w‘;:}%%% - . - = _ .
.- - . .
. .
-
-

- .

.

.
- - z - -
. . -
- -
.

- -

-

.
-

.

,?%
.

- = = - -

o - e e e e la
- - - . . -
- . . . ... .. . _
.- ... . = . = . . -
... _ @ @ -
: . -

. -

- - . o - - -
... . . .
- > .

.

e - - -
. . .- j‘
. - - . .
. - - - . ... . _ - .
... . - . - . - . -
... ... . . . .
. - .
. «‘,
-
-

.

.
o

.
.

>
: - : - - -
- - - - . - -
- _,,,,:'%W%”S - . -
- - - -

.

.

. o L
o - o E s

e o e e
- - ... .. . .. . . .
... . = - -
ﬁ - @

-
- . .

. - - . |
- - . - = . .
-

e i e e
- .. . . e e - .
- . - -
. w .

- . - - w
. e -

- = . . .

- o o - . - o
. -
-

- .
- .. .. . .
-

. - .
- - -
-~ - - .-
o - . A . .
- . . . .. - . -
- ww’?////”x;éj“% ... . . . .
S e . . o
o - o =

. .
- . .

- -
- -~

o L

-
L. . - .. .
- - -
. : . .
;P 2 i . .
S . - 7
- Raginy. =
- > - - - o
- - = ...

A . .
- - . .
- - ,
oy ok N e . -
- < e =~ -
... . . ¢ | -
- - .

= - - - e e
. - -~ ~ o . o sy o - = -
. ' .. @
. .. - = _ @

- - = o ) L - -

. . g ] . A .

- = N 1 s - i - . -

. - = 4 -
- WW -

.
.

o
.

.

-
-
"

>
@

™

- O o
£ e ¢ e = -
- SN - .
e NG ey -
.. . . -
- @ @

. - P - . -
= . . N | -~ . .
.. s 2 _

.
i
-

z

4

X Ao .
- . N el 8
. . -
e
- . e
- . . ==

.
. ==
. @ @ @

S5
L

o
-
-

-
-

.

‘{{
AL
.

L
.

- .

i

| . ..
~ S\ | ..
- . L - = . -
. . E . .

- - -
/\é.‘@f“”» '4.:,:,«’3&“««&4» -

«
:

- - .
4 L - L y

.

e

-
. - e

f
o
.
i

- o .
g - -

W
-

- .

e

.
. .

o

-
-
=

g

-

.
-

- -
o - v 5
- - @

o
-
%}"
.

- f;-'.,m:rﬂ
- -

.

.

L - s
Mﬂ/‘(f/’

-
. -

.w
;

.

g
-

.

r
2y
%(
o
f

4
T

- %c_*:/" -
.
. .

o
)
3
.

.

g
g?;'//
o T
N

0

o

.

o
o
o
.
=
.

)
%g
|

.
g;
.

.

u
0
0
i
~.
o
!
4
%
i

=

e

%%
e
\
!

D
-~
N

|
[,
)
(A
.
.

=
. s Y =
y .

- =

N
g%}\.
.
o
%&‘
-
.
2
L}
ﬂf‘\

i

.

-

;?

n,
i
.
o
%?%ﬁ%
& .32

!

-

V.
T‘f‘;
.
.

.
¢
0
.
S,

;K%

D

)
Y

-

.
‘é;
.
o
g

&
b
.
hY
iy
.

»
F-
l
S
o
.
.
N
-
.
2
=
S
i
L.
o
.

.

.
o

.
(~
>

Vi
e

g

@
25
%

S
.g\gx
m
:
i
<
%,
.
}g
0
&

.
.
‘,‘\

\

?.%
.
Nl
.
e

.
‘{m

%

)

i

7

i

-
»

¢

b

{

&

"
.
J
e
U
.

d

-

ey 4

.
.
0

N

4
Sy
04

0

- -
...
... -
-

.

.

o
5
o
-
.
&

,
-
i
/

.
.

.

o
.
.
.

.
.

A

L

.
.
.
e
7
.
-
4
i
-
-
/

o
“
.
.
=
o
-
.

Y

-

.
.
S
.
%1
s
.
.
v
.
.
.

4

.

g‘%s
Ay

.
|
|

.
.
S

i

o
s
{‘

.

0

=
2
&

]

u
.

o
}\gw

.

-

.
s
.
,,&;

o

.
.

.

;

e
.
.

.y,‘_.é,.,.
L
n
-

»
o
.
N

>
T i .
o s -
. e -
. T L
e o - - . -
- v s -
k. . o . .
_ - i . -
e - it = -
. =z

A -
N .
. - .
L - -
] - 9 - .
o e e - - -
. - . s N o s
= ol : e
. 2 - -

5
%{?&
.

=

o

v

- o .,;7‘ _ .
. /\,,'ggw% i o

¢

o
r}
X

%

.

/

L

-
- .

el
ot

X
)
@)

.
.
‘}
.
)
7
4

..
- SN .

S

@
S

.

.
¢
.

o
o

R

- -

-

.

-

.
-

,;»
- - - . _ .
- . - -

- e

- -
. - -
e = o - -

- . -

. -

‘g‘*
.

o
.

\\%
.
N
.

C
08
%2

L

-

-
-

.

.

. . .

.

.
o
.
.
.

I
.
U
.
.

%

g

o

-

- 7 K
2 7 . 0 o % el . 2 -
... __ . . - > .
- . & . e - e VB Ny - - -
- .. . .. 4 »y . -
-~ . o ry - 2 =
. . - - . - 'y - - . - . - -
- - - - - . . - i .
. . @ -y - . - . -
- . . 'y - - . - . - .
- ﬂW$¢M¢ = . ... -
- . - - @@
- o . o . i -
- - - - . -
o - - -
o <

-
. \?@%\S
L
.
.
o
0

-

o

. . .
. - - - . - .
- e - D - -

- o - = - - - ,V

- %&%@MWWW%:%%V | yF . / .

. - . > . - i
- - Yy ... -
- - - . -
- - - = Y - - . - o
. . .
v - L e e & o
. . - . . .. -
_ W;/%W'WW“X | - ?» - . f:;ww - - - - - - - 2{%&‘:
. - - - . . .
- . - . - . - - - . .
- = ... - = . - -
.. . - ‘ - . .

- . ... ... - ,ﬁ_ .
. . ... . .
.- . . . . @ . - = - . . . ..

- .- . __ _ = _ . .
o e - - - . . - -
- N - s s = . o -
o . = . . - o -
- > . - . - - o - - -
'O - - . %’ = -
. O O O 'W
' ... @ @ -

.
Y
o

- -
> 2 . o

.
.
@ﬁx
L

-
-
o

.

.

.

. . . . . - - -
o - - . . . : >
... . - - -
- . -

... _

. ;i

o
)

.

-

-~
- .

.
-

\,“5/%21‘2'”:‘& - o

-

o o - =
- -

- . . -
— - - s
- /%meﬁw%% , - .. .
- - .- _ - - - - ...
WV%WQ,W’ ... . . . . . . .
... . _ . . . . - . .. =
- - . = . . ... - o s - T :
WM .- @ .. __ @ . -
= . - - - ... _  _
- - o - .
-

o .

o o
- 7 Y%7 CF T
/»’f/%% fmxﬁw%%ng%é%%@»ﬁm%wwm o P TAME RIAANES X RN

- = WWW /:ﬁ’%" _ - M/{}y&éﬁ)}%{‘%/ﬁ* . 5
. .. . . . - -

T
g2 SRIRIDICILIL

et et i et . . . B
e e = - ,‘ - .

.
.

. -
. . . .
. . . .

_ .
- .
-

< - S o G - e - -
. . . - . - . - . e
.. . - - -
- o > ~
- - =

-
e o o -
- .
.. - - - .
= - - . =~ o
< -

.

"

.

-~ . -

-

... . . . - ... - - -

.

P




BT
b o e s o s s s

- S e e e e Yl e e s o
... @ . - .
P e 1 O ) . | £y ¥ v . -
- 199 h Bira t b Ine .
... _ . _ _ AR RJ. 1 tA3 X Rtakigy RER

_ . m-,.» /70 UV 3 ! £

.. ... . - -

.. . . -
... .. . . . . . ... " - - - 1
- .

.

L - . - . -

s
- e .

- -

. - .
... -

- ...

.. @ “ VOLUME 65, NUMBER 4 OCTOBER, 1998
|

sl

Contents Page

‘Lfi:}% “ _'» al, 173 ; art Roat s o = . Three Rivers Migration Observatory: Fall Migration 1995-1997

' Recording

mbershipSee 2. 423 Warwond Phecling, WV 260 . - | —Ronald A. Canterbury and Dollie M. Stover . .................... 119

- . ey - . a. The 1997 Christmas Bird Count Summary

i

b

. - ’ . . | —Ronald A. Canterbury ............... ... ... ... ..., 132
Black Vultures Overwinter in Blackwater Canyon, Tucker County,

. West Virginia

... ..  _  _  _ _ . | —John E. Northeimer......................................... 136

é%fwf%%g&,%/ = - e = Winter Waterfowl on New River, West Virginia

- - - @ aa = . 9]

,
- e - - - = e . . ' 3
. S 4 —J. Lawrence Smith ............. ... ... ... .. ..., 138
- ' - = - o ;

* ‘ . . . Early Nesting by the Carolina Wren in West Virginia

-
0

i
&

-

. . -
.. . . .
o < = Jony Bei o

¢

- q9Ys
o N A e A S s e e 8

o i : . . - - : g
.- . . @ @ . .. -

o

"
=

- e Chden -

3
5

- oz e S : : e o

%«WM . = . . @ @ A Marion County, West Virginia, Banding Study
-~ 008 163 Westliberty WV 2604 =~ =~ 7 J H 14

. = - .v A Cooper's Hawk Comes to Town

- - - N 7 . 81 ven n - .
. _ - . = -
/»fr’/m/? - . . _ - . -

- o -
o - - - - -
- ... - .
- - - - .

P - - -
- ,N -

- - .
. . .

. ' —@George H. Bredding . . . ... .ot 147

. - . - . .
. . - - - - e

-

.. ~, —James D. Phillips . . ... ..oooiiii e 148

U
e

- S
.. . .

i

. - -

60

I

e

”»f” ' | BoOK ReVIEW . . oot i e 152

- joos.
- e
-
- - . o

|
:

: = . -
g p ° -
2] -

- .
- . -
s o . -

= - XAipLEX : ’ !, at i 322 - - - - 12 - o / . . . . . . R
. - - - . . Associate Editor « Marjorie Keatley, Marshall University, Huntington, WV 23755

. - . . , Editorial Staff
- - .
- . - Field Notes Editor » James D. Phillips, HC 78, Box 42-C, Pipestem, WV 23979
- . .
- - - AL

.. = = e Editor » Albert R. Buckelew Jr., Biology Department, Bethany College, Bethany, WV 26032
... - . . Banding News Editor * Ralph K. Bell, R.D. 1, Box 229, Clarksville, PA 15322
... _ ___ ¥ (Al SON! . f,,p s o
.. . . = = . . . Advisory Editorial Board + Eleanor Bush, Greg E. Eddy, George A. Hall,
. . . - = e - - N o
. - Nevada Laitsch, Patricia Temple

.. weeed . E LI L
. . -
- - - Jakwoo
. . - -

=

*’c

o

. |
. - .
. ¢ Oabo . ?

. g > al s .

= ia » :

..
-
. .
&x

-

&
.
o

s
E

-

-

.
-

-

= -
. =

5
7

11&.’; '

g
)

o
|
.

.
-

el o

e

.
5

a3

.
.
)
.

L

o

o
?
_\w

vy

/»afé?@"i'%w#;;-f}gé?’?? hy Broen VozartRd, Wheeling, ¥ 0. | The Redstart is published quarterly in January, April, July, and October at P.O. Box 4077, Wheeling, WV 26003, The

‘%
.
.
.
2

.
.

. . . -
e s 7o - =
- e - % -

. WillamA N yson Drive Wheeling WV 6003 0424 ‘ journal of the Brooks Bird Club, it is mailed to all members in good standing. Nonmember subscription price is $17.
= ~ - 7

|
‘\
L

.

.
.

i

- mNomheme B Davis WV 26260 "« ' i ' Individual copie $4 t the Foray i hich is $8. Ch f address and requests for back issues should
. @ 30X ( : 60 - y ividual copies are $4, except the Foray issue, which is $8. Changes of addr q

_ NestCadProgem  CarclynConn cod Ave sV . 304 be mailed to P.O. Box 4077, Wheeling, WV 26003. Articles for publication and books for review should be mailed to th
%w’%’“mf e 410 J%jﬁ%f";;g%%gﬁ%%%' a;@‘:f&'—» ) 4 ; . 5 - . + € matled to .U, box N neeing, & . icles tor publication an 00! Or review show € malied to the
-

- . . . :, ~ editor. Printed on recycled paper by PrinTech, Wheeling, WV. ISSN: 0034-2165

. .

-

o8
.
.

N
.
.
‘%,.?3

0
\‘%
.

.

.

-

T
.
-
o
.

-

.

e - e
. . . - - -
- - - - - -

- .

- = .
-

-

.

- - -
. . -

o
.

o
0

.
. . =
. - @ . . - -

@

- - - = -

-
o

.

-

.
.
.

o

X

e ~ - - . .
- - . - o . .
- - = - - - - ',{ - = e

- o - . . -
- -

o
o

.

- - - - -
- ... - - - .
=

o
- - - .. z o = s - =
- e SN e =



Three Rivers Migration Observatory:
FallMigration 1995-1997

Ronald A. Canterbury and Dollie M. Stover

Abstract

We established three bird banding stations in southern West Virginia to assess
population trends and stop-over ecology (length of stay and amount of body fat) of
migrant landbirds. Birds were captured at lvy Knob (Raleigh and Wyoming counties),
Lilly Mountain (Raleigh County), and Sandstone Falls (Raleigh County). These
stations are collectively pooled to serve as the Three Rivers Migration Observatory
(TRMO). We captured 192 birds of 41 species during 26 days in 1995, 867 birds of 64
species during 45 days in 1996, and 1,305 birds of 78 species during 62 days in 1997.
Increased capture rates were due to increased daily coverage. The most numerous
species captured in 1995 was the Hooded Warbler (n =23), followed by the Cape May
Warbler (n=16). The most numerous species captured in 1996 was the Indigo Bunting
(n=136). The American Goldfinch with 73 captures was second, followed by the
Common Yellowthroat (n=63), Gray Catbird (n=57), and Magnolia Warbler (n=33).
In 1997, the Yellow-rumped Warbler (n=134), Indigo Bunting (n=96), Song Sparrow
(n=52), Common Yellowthroat (n=351), Blue Jay (n=49), and Swainson’s Thrush (n
=49) were the top five species captured. The highest daily captures were 71 birds in
1996 and 114 birdsin 1997.

We will operate these stations as long-term banding sites for comparison with
the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory (AFMO), since we captured significant
numbers of species with southern affinities that are generally not captured in high
numbers at AFMO. These stations will further our knowledge of stop-over ecology,
migration routes, temporal and spatial differences in migration, and longevity of
landbird species.

Introduction

We established three bird banding stations (hereafter, Three Rivers Migration
Observatory, TRMO) to investigate population trends and stop-over ecology of
migrant landbirds during fall migration in southern West Virginia. We investigated
whether these sites are potentially adequate areas for capturing landbirds, so that we
may use standardized mist-netting to estimate population trends. The three banding
stations, Ivy Knob, Lilly Mountain, and Sandstone Falls, are briefly described in
Canterbury (1990) or Canterbury et al. (1993). These sites differ considerably in
elevation and habitat and will provide a comparison of relative abundance and stop-
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over ecology of migrants from a high elevation knob (Ivy Knob, 1071 m); mid-
elevation deciduous forests, old fields, and ecotones (Lilly Mountain, 818 m); and
a lowland, riparian habitat (Sandstone Falls, 388 m). Data from these banding
stations will also be compared with Allegheny Front Migration Observatory
(AFMO) in Grant County, West Virginia.

Methods

Mist nets were purchased from Avinet, Inc., Dryden, New York. We used 6-m,
4-shelf, 32 mm, black nylon nets and 9-m, 4-shelf, 30 mm, black nylon nets in
1995. We used only 12-m, 4-shelf, 30 mm mesh, black nylon nets in 1996 and
1997. Differences in net types used were depended upon available funding to
purchase mist nets. Generally, we sampled from 0600-1200 h or from 1500-1700
h at all sites. In 1995 we sampled Ivy Knob on 15 days between August 28 and
October 11 and Lilly Mountain on 11 days between September 10 and November
4.In 1996, data were collected on 45 days between July 26 and November 21. Data
were collected on 62 days from July 23-November 20 in 1997. Net hours were
calculated according to DeSante and Burton (1994). Birds were identified to
species, sexed, and aged according to standard procedures (e.g., see Pyle et al
1987, Curson et al. 1994, Byers 1995). The banders who participated were Thomas
Fox, Norman Kotesovec, Jr., Robert Sullivan, Allen Waldron, Mindy Waldron,
Judith Ward, Sean Zadar, and stations co-directors Dollie Stover and Ronald
Canterbury.

Results and Discussion

We captured 136 birds of 27 species during 153 nethours (88.89 birds per 100 net
hours) atlvy Knob (Table 1) and 57 birds of 25 species during 85 net hours (67.01 birds
per 100 net hours) at Lilly Mountain (Table 2) in 1995. The most numerous species
captured in 1995 was the Hooded Warbler (23 captures), followed by the Cape May
Warbler with 16 captures (see Table 1). High counts of Cape May Warblers were
noted on Ivy Knob (Table 3). Other abundant migrants included the Blue Jay, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, Swainson’s Thrush, Cedar Waxwing, Blue-headed Vireo, Tennes-
see Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, American Redstart,
Ovenbird, Hooded Warbler, Eastern Towhee, and Dark-eyed Junco (Table 3).

In 1996 we captured 867 birds of 64 species during 1,390 net hours (62.37 birds
per 100 net hours); whereas, we captured 1,305 individuals of 78 species during 2,025
net hours (64.44 birds per 100 net hours) in 1997. These values do not include the
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, which we do not band. Tables 4 and 5 show total
number of individuals per species captured (stations pooled) in 1996 and 1997,
respectively. The most numerous species captured in 1996 were the Indigo Bunting
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(n = 136), American Goldfinch (n = 73), Common Yellowthroat (n = 63), Gray
Catbird (n = 57), and Magnolia Warbler (n = 33). The Yellow-rumped Warbler (n
= 134), Indigo Bunting (n = 96), Song Sparrow (n = 52), Common Yellowthroat (n
= 51), Blue Jay (n = 49), and Swainson’s Thrush (n = 49) were the top species
captured in 1997.

Summary of the Fall 1997 Migration in Southern West Virginia

We provide an overview ofthe 1997 fall season, because it was the most complete
year in terms of days banding. The weather was mild and dry in the earlier part of the
season (late July tomid-August). Several cold fronts occurred during the second half
of August and it was unseasonably cold and wet. These fronts, however, did not
produce much in the way of movement or waves of migrants. In fact, migration was
late. October was warmer than normal, but November was cooler and wetter than
normal. Peak movement was September 29 (n = 114 captures). Other high, daily
captures included September 19 (n=71), October 6 (n=102), and October 19 (n=105).
There was also considerable southbound movement during October 20-26, when 211
birds were banded. The latter movement was typical in that it included late migrants,
such as the Yellow-rumped Warbler, and Song, Swamp, and White-throated spar-
rows.

Several species were late arriving at Sandstone Falls and Lilly Mountain. These
include, for example, the Blackpoll Warbler, Dark-eyed Junco, and Field Sparrow.
Other species were on time for migration, e.g., kinglets, Swainson’s Thrush, Yellow-
rumped Warbler, and the White-throated Sparrow. The early fall migrants, e.g.,
waterthrushes, the Kentucky Warbler, Yellow Warbler, and Golden-winged Warbler,
were timely in their departure. There was a good flight of Golden-winged Warblers
(12 captures), Yellow-rumped Warblers (134 captures), and Indigo Buntings (96
captures), but some species, e.g., Ovenbirds and Wood Thrushes, were rather low
in numbers or no major flights developed in the area. There was aheavy flight of Blue
Jays, despite the fact we only captured 49, as well as a good movement of Carolina
Wrens and Song Sparrows.

Migration differed greatly from station to station throughout the Northeast in
1997. For example, there was a heavy flight of the American Goldfinch in the
Cleveland, Ohio, area (140 bandings, Canterbury & Zadar, unpublished data), but
not in southern West Virginia. Migration and the number of birds banded was better
this year than the previous two years. Despite the cold, wet spring season, most
avian species appeared to have a very successful nesting season, since a higher
number of nests successfully fledged young and we captured more HY birds than
in 1995 and 1996 (Canterbury & Stover, unpublished data).

We predict from these data that we will be able to capture some of the southern-
affinity species in adequate numbers for estimating population trends. Southern-
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affinity species captured at TRMO include the Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Tit-
mouse, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, White-eyed Vireo, Hooded War-
bler, and Indigo Bunting. These species are generally not captured in high enough
numbers at AFMO to warrant assessment of trends. For example, we caught 36
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers from 1996-1997, while AFMO captured 44 from 1958-
1984 (Hooker, 1986). Other species not analyzed by AFMO, and that could be
assessed by our work, include the Eastern Wood-Pewee and Chipping Sparrow.
Additionally, we will be able to provide analysis of population trends for some
species also analyzed by AFMO. These include, for example, the Magnolia War-
bler, Common Yellowthroat, and some sparrow species. However, we will prob-
ably not capture the spruce budworm specialists (Tennessee, Cape May, and Bay-
breasted warblers) and most thrushes, except the Swainson’s Thrush, in adequate
numbers to provide a robust estimate of population trends. Although we captured
41 Tennessee Warblers in 1997, this is significantly lower than the average number
for AFMO (Hall, 1993).

Future Directions

It is our goal to have the Sandstone Falls station in continuous operation during
the late summer and fall seasons (i.e., July 23 through November 20) and sample the
other two stations opportunistically as time permits. We intend to start sampling in
July rather than August, so that we may capture species that generally do not linger
inthe northern latitudes such as Golden-winged and Yellow warblers. Some members
of the Bibbee Nature Club are training for subpermits and will assist with the
operation of the Sandstone Falls station in the future.

In future manuscripts we will analyze site differences in species composition and
total number of individuals per species, as well as species differences in length of
stop-over and amount of body fat. We will provide a yearly write-up similar to George
Hall’s AFMO report so that readers may compare avian migration and population
trends between Sandstone Falls and AFMO.
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Table 1
Birds Captured in Mist Nets at Ivy Knob in the Fall 1995 Season

Species Number
Eastern Wood-Pewee 2
Eastern Phoebe 1
Carolina Chickadee 3
Tufted Titmouse 2
Winter Wren 1
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 11
Veery 5
Gray-cheeked Thrush 1
Swainson’s Thrush 5
Wood Thrush 1
Gray Catbird 3
Blue-headed Vireo 10
Blue-winged Warbler 1
Tennessee Warbler 10
Magnolia Warbler 11
Cape May Warbler 16
Black-throated Blue Warbler 7
Black-throated Green Warbler 1
Blackburnian Warbler 1
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Species

Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler

Black-and-white Warbler

American Redstart
Ovenbird
Connecticut Warbler
Hooded Warbler
Dark-eyed Junco

Birds Captured in Mist Nets at Lilly Mountain in Fall 1995 Season

Species

Eastern Wood-Pewee
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Carolina Wren
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush

Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher
Blue-headed Vireo

Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting

Eastern Towhee

Field Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
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Table 3

Total Number, Peak Number, and Peak Date for Birds Counted at Ivy Knob

During 15 Days of the Fall 1995 Season

Species

Turkey Vulture
Osprey

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel
Mourning Dove
Black-billed Cuckoo
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Chimney Swift
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Eastern Phoebe

Blue Jay

American Crow
Common Raven
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

Winter Wren
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush
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Total

30
12

(%)

35

20

Peak

G N I W )

129
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Date

Sept. 30
Sept. 17
Sept. 10,30
Sept. 17
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 17
Sept. 30
Sept. 17
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 10
Sept. 30
Sept. 3
Sept. 30
Sept. 4,30, Oct. 1
Sept. 10
Sept.3,10,30
Sept. 6
Sept. 6
Sept. 30
Sept. 4
Sept. 4
Sept. 4
Sept. 10
Sept. 30
Sept. 3
Sept. 4, 10
Sept.17,30,0¢ct. 1
Sept. 30
Sept. 4
Oct. 11
Sept. 6
Sept. 30
Sept. 1
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Species Total Peak Date

American Robin 9 9 Sept. 4
Gray Catbird 17 7 Sept. 3
Cedar Waxwing & 43 Aug. 28
Blue-headed Vireo S1 13 Sept. 30
Warbling Vireo 5 4 Sept. 4
Philadelphia Vireo 12 2 Sept. 6,16, 0ct. 1
Red-eyed Vireo 14 3 Sept. 4
Blue-winged Warbler 1 1 Sept. 16
Tennessee Warbler 37 4 Sept. 16
Northern Parula 6 2 Sept. 3
Chestnut-sided Warbler 20 5 Sept. 6
Magnolia Warktler & 23 Sept. 30
Cape May Warbler 307 45 Sept. 6
Black-throated Blue Warbler 50 17 Sept. 4
Black-throated Green Warbler 3 1 Sept. 6, 16,30
Blackburnian Warbler 23 15 Sept. 4
Yellow-throated Warbler 6 3 Sept. 4
Pine Warbler 2 2 Sept. 30
Prairie Warbler 6 4 Sept. 3
Palm Warbler 23 5 Oct. 11
Bay-breasted Warbler 13 4 Sept. 30
Black-and-white Warbler 20 12 Sept. 1
American Redstart 39 17 Sept. 4
Ovenbird 37 14 Sept. 18
Connecticut Warbler 15 8 Sept. 3
Common Yellowthroat 3 2 Sept. 30
Hooded Warbler 63 19 Sept. 4
Summer Tanager 8 5 Sept. 6
Scarlet Tanager 7 2 Sept. 1
Northern Cardinal 4 2 Sept. 10
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 26 12 Sept. 4
Eastern Towhee 32 7 Oct. 1
Indigo Bunting 10 7 Sept. 1
Dark-eyed Junco 42 12 Oct. 1
American Goldfinch 28 9 Sept. 3

*No accurate estimates could be made because the species did not exhibit southbound
movement and resident birds are active daily in the study area.
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Birds Captured at TRMO During the Fall 1996 Season

Species

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Downy Woodpecker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Acadian Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Blue Jay

Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

House Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin

Gray Catbird

Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
White-eyed Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Number
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33

Black-throated Blue Warbler 9

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Black-thr. Green Warbler
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7
7

Table 4

First

Sept. 13
Sept. 12
Aug. 19
Aug. 18
Oct. 6
Oct. 4
Sept. 1
July 26
Aug. 5
Sept. 14
July 30
Sept. 15
Oct. 13
July 30
Sept. 15
Sept. 21
Sept. 12
Sept. 11
July 26
July 26
Oct. 3
Aug. 5
Aug. 19
Aug. 15
Sept. 8
July 30
July 29
Sept. 19
Sept. 19
Aug. 20
July 30
Aug. 15
Sept. 10
Aug. 15
Oct. 6
Sept. 12
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Last

Oct. 3
Aug. 20
Oct. 17
Oct. 15

Nov.21
Nov. 17
Nov. 17
Oct. 13
Oct. 5

Sept. 18

Sept. 29
Oct. 3
Sept. 23
Oct. 6
Oct. 5
Oct. 6
Sept. 1
Sept. 23
Oct. 16
Sept. 19
Sept. 23
Sept. 20
Sept. 24
Sept.21
Sept. 29
Sept. 19
Sept. 24
Oct. 4
Sept. 19
Nov. 17
Sept. 24

Peak

3

10

L)
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w W oo
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(¥S)

Date

Sept. 13

July 26
Nov. 17

Aug.25
Sept. 15

Aug. 20
Aug. 15

Sept. 19

Sept. 19
Sept. 21,24

Sept. 23
Aug. 15

Sept. 24

Species

Blackburnian Warbler
Palm Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Prairie Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler
American Redstart
Worm-eating Warbler
Ovenbird

Kentucky Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Hooded Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting

Eastern Towhee
Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco

Purple Finch

House Finch

American Goldfinch

Birds Captured at TRMO During the Fall 1997 Season

Species

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
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3

Number
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First

Sept.23
Sept. 11
Oct. 5
Sept. 24
Sept. 12
July 26
July 26
July 30
Sept. 19
July 30
Aug. 25
Aug. 5
Sept. 15
Aug. 5
July 30
Sept. 10
Aug. 20
Sept. 20
Aug. 25
July 26
July 30
Sept. 19
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
July 26
Nov. 17
July 30
Aug. 25

Table 5

First

Sept. 27
Nov. 20
Aug. 8
Aug.3

Last

Oct. 13
Oct. 17

Oct. 5
Sept.24
Oct. 13
Sept. 25
Sept. 25

Oct. 15
Oct. 5

Sept. 24
Nov.21
Sept. 19
Oct. 5
Oct. 15
Nov. 17
Oct. 15
Oct. 12
Oct. 15

Oct. 16
Nov.21

Sept. 18
Nov.21

Last
Oct. 31

Oct. 2
Oct. 23

Peak

21

G - U% B VS B % |

o0

21

Peak

Date

Sept. 24

Sept.24
Sept. 17

Sept. 10

Sept. 8
July 30

Sept. 24
Oct. 12
Aug. 25
Sept. 2
Oct. 4,12
Sept. 19

Oct. 14
Nov.21

Nov. 17

Date
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Species

Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Acadian Flycatcher
Alder Flycatcher

Blue Jay

Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren

Marsh Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush
American Robin

Gray Catbird

Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
White-eyed Vireo
Blue-headed Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
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Number

10

1*
49
12
19

o]

20

O\mg\ob.)»—too

L
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14

w & s

12
4]
10
11

21

First

Aug. 8
July 23
Aug. 30
Oct. 19
Aug. 3
Aug. 3
Oct. 23
Sept.23
Oct.22
Oct. 19
Aug. 3
Aug. 28
Sept. 19
Sept. 15
Sept. 28
July 29
Aug. 8
Aug. 30
Oct. 20
Aug. 2
Aug. 28
Aug. 1
Sept. 15
Aug. 8
Aug. 3
July 27
Aug. 3
Aug. 30
Sept. 25
Aug. 28
Aug. 22
Aug. 1
Aug. 18
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Last

Sept. 27
Sept. 29
Aug. 18

Nov.20
Sept. 24
Nov.20
Sept.29

Oct. 25
Oct. 13

Oct. 25
Nov. 10
Nov. 10
Aug. 31
Sept. 19
Oct. 6
Oct. 21
Oct.24
Sept. 23
Nov.18
Sept. 23

Oct. 25
Sept. 19
Sept. 28
Oct. 13
Sept. 27
Oct. 3
Aug. 30
Aug.31
Sept. 28
Sept. 29
Sept. 29

Oct. 6
Oct. 6

Peak

N AW o W

W LY

Date

Sept. 29

Sept. 29
Sept. 3
Sept. 19

Oct. 19

Nov. 10
Oct. 30
Aug. 14

Sept. 23
Sept.28
Sept. 20
Sept.21
Sept. 19

Aug. 28
Sept. 19
Sept. 15

Sept. 3
Aug. 10
Sept.28

Sept.28
Sept.28

Sept. 25

Species Number  First Last Peak Date

Cape May Warbler 10 Sept. 21 Sept. 29 6 Sept.28
Black-thr. Blue Warbler 12 Sept. 20 Oct. 19 Oct. 19
Yellow-rumped Warbler 134 Oct. 19 Nov. 10 2 Oct. 26

Black-thr. Green Warbler 9 Sept. 25 Oct. 19

[,

Blackburnian Warbler 9 Aug.25 Sept. 25

Palm Warbler 8 Sept. 19 Sept.29

Bay-breasted Warbler 18 Sept. 16 Oct. 13 8 Oct. 13
Blackpoll Warbler 10 Sept. 28 Oct. 6 7 Oct. 6
Yellow-throated Warbler 2 Aug. 25 Sept. 19

Prairie Warbler 3 Aug. 1 Aug. 28

Black-and-white Warbler 20 July 23 Oct. 6 5 Oct. 6
American Redstart 13 Aug. 31 Sept. 28

Worm-eating Warbler 8 Aug. 1 Sept. 21

Ovenbird 12 Aug. 28 Oct.2 3 Sept.28
Northern Waterthrush 7 Aug. 8 Sept. 21

Louisiana Waterthrush 6 Aug. 1 Sept28

Kentucky Warbler 5 Aug. 8 Sept. 1

Connecticut Warbler 4 Sept. 21 Oct.2

Common Yellowthroat 51 Aug. 1 Oct.2 4 Aug. 14
Hooded Warbler 25 July 29 Sept. 29

Wilson’s Warbler 5 Sept. 19 Sept.28

Scarlet Tanager 2 July 29 Sept. 19

Northern Cardinal 15 Aug.24 Oct.23 4 Sept. 20
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 10 Aug. 14 Sept. 27

Indigo Bunting 9% Aug. 8 Sept. 23 11 Aug.25
Eastern Towhee 2 July 23 Oct. 26 5 Sept. 19
Chipping Sparrow 26 July23 Oct.25 8 Sept. 3
Field Sparrow 15 July 29 Nov. 18 7 Oct. 25
Song Sparrow 52 July 23 Nov. 18 8 Oct. 20
Lincoln’s Sparrow 18 Sept. 16 Oct. 20 6 Oct. 19
Swamp Sparrow 11 Oct. 20 Nov. 10 7 Oct.21
White-throated Sparrow 46 Sept. 27 Nov. 18 7 Oct. 25
Dark-eyed Junco 40 Nov. 10 Nov.20 2 Nov. 18
House Finch 3 Oct. 21 Nov. 10

American Goldfinch 18 Aug. | Nov. 10 8 Nov. 10

* identified by call

Note: The Brooks Bird Club has endorsed and supported AFMO for many years and
we ask for similar support in help with running and funding the Sandstone Falls
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station. Qualified banders are needed to assist with banding and the directors of the
station are willing to train highly qualified birders to assist with the operation of the
station.
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The 1997 Christmas Bird Count Summary

Ronald A. Canterbury

The 1997 Christmas Bird Counts were held between December 19, 1997 and
January 4, 1998. The winter was very mild with an average temperature of 30°F at the
starting time on December 20, 1997 and an average of 51°F at the end of the day.
Thirteen counts were submitted with an average temperature of 35°F and 52°F at the
startand end of the counts, respectively. For example, the temperatures in Lewisburg
were typical of the region with amorning low of 32°F and a high of 50°F. Compilers
from Clarksville, Pennsylvania, and Beckley, West Virginia, reported the only snow-
fall for the area, which accumulated about 1 inch for each area on December 27 and
28,1997, respectively.

There were 109 species of birds reported by 14 separate groups, consisting of
1 person to 38 people per count. The only additional species observed during count
week was the Pine Siskin, which was reported from Pendleton County, West Virginia.
The 109 species totaled 94,987 individuals. The American Crow led all species in
numbers, while there were six species for which only one bird was observed. Twenty-
eight species were observed on all counts, while 11 species were listed on one count
only. Charles Town, West Virginia, had the greatest number of species with 75.

Following is a list of the species observed:

Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron
Tundra Swan

Mute Swan

Snow Goose

Canada Goose

Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck
Mallard

Northern Pintail
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

American Wigeon
Canvasback
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Redhead

Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup
SurfScoter

Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead

Common Merganser
Hooded Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Black Vulture

Turkey Vulture

Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
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American Kestrel
Peregrine Falcon
Ring-necked Pheasant
Ruffed Grouse

Wild Turkey

Northern Bobwhite
American Coot

Killdeer

Common Snipe
Ring-billed Gull

Herring Gull

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove

Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl

Short-eared Owl

Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Phoebe

Horned Lark

Blue Jay

American Crow
Common Raven
Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Carolina Wren

House Wren

Winter Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird
Hermit Thrush
American Robin

Gray Catbird

Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
Loggerhead Shrike
European Starling
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Northern Cardinal
Eastern Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Savannah Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Red-winged Blackbird
Rusty Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Purple Finch

House Finch

American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow
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Greatest Number of Species

Species Number
American Crow 30,833
European Starling 16,220
Canada Goose 6,684
Rock Dove 5,122
Mourning Dove 4,266
Mallard 3,833
Dark-eyed Junco 3,247
House Sparrow 2,779
Northern Cardinal 2,087
American Goldfinch 1,765
House Finch 1,554
Tufted Titmouse 1,514

Observed on All Counts

Species Number
Great Blue Heron 150
Canada Goose 6,684
Red-tailed Hawk 234
American Kestrel 157
Rock Dove 5,122
Mourning Dove 4,266
Belted Kingfisher 95
Red-bellied Woodpecker 397
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 55
Downy Woodpecker 654
Hairy Woodpecker 115
Northern Flicker 221
American Crow 30,833
Blue Jay 992
Tufted Titmouse 1,514
White-breasted Nuthatch 894
Carolina Wren 676
Eastern Bluebird 781
American Robin 228
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Species Number
Northern Mockingbird 513
European Starling 16,220
Northern Cardinal 2,087
Song Sparrow 1,128
White-throated Sparrow 786
Dark-eyed Junco 3,247
House Finch 1,554
American Goldfinch 1,765
House Sparrow 2,779

Observed on One Count Only

Species Number Where Observed
Double-crested Cormorant 1 Wheeling, West Virginia
Tundra Swan 7 Salem, Ohio
Mute Swan 4 Salem, Ohio
Snow Goose 1 Raleigh County, West Virginia
Blue-winged Teal 1 Pipestem, West Virginia
Redhead 2 Salem, Ohio
Surf Scoter 1 Huntington, West Virginia
Peregrine Falcon 2 Charles Town, West Virginia
Short-eared Owl 1 Clarksville, Pennsylvania
Red-headed Woodpecker 1 Charles Town, West Virginia
Rusty Blackbird 54 Charleston, West Virginia

Location of Participating Counts

Parkersburg, West Virginia
Pendleton County, West Virginia
Pipestem, West Virginia
Huntington, West Virginia Raleigh County, West Virginia
Inwood, West Virginia Wheeling, West Virginia
Lewisburg, West Virginia Salem, Ohio

Oak Hill, West Virginia

Charleston, West Virginia
Charles Town, West Virginia
Elkins, West Virginia

Clarksville, Pennsylvania

Department of Biology
Concord College
Athens, WV 24712
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Black Vultures Overwinter in Blackwater Canyon,
Tucker County, West Virginia

John E. Northeimer

Turkey Vultures are permanent, year-round residents in Tucker County. Their
presence has been documented through Christmas counts (1991-1997), migration
counts (1992-1997), and other observations. Black Vultures have been observed
along the Allegheny Front since 1972 (Hall, 1983), but only occasionally within the
interior of the county. The Allegheny Front forms the eastern boundary of Tucker
County. Hall (1983) reports a June sighting during the 1951 Foray in Canaan Valley,
which he attributes to a stray bird. The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas (Buckelew
& Hall, 1994) shows no records for the Black Vulture in Tucker County.

Observations from Blackwater Canyon during the winter of 1997/1998 have
confirmed a winter population of Black Vultures within the interior of Tucker County.
They were recorded on December 22 and 27, 1997; January 4 and 19, 1998; and
February 8, 1998. Highest numbers occurred on January 4, 1998, with 20 birds
present. They formed a communal roost with 15 Turkey Vultures on the rocks along
the north rim of the canyon.

Although Black Vultures are experiencing a general range expansion, they are
normally restricted to warmer climates where thermals are more powerful. This is due
to their significantly higher sink rate than Turkey Vultures, when gliding. Black
Vultures have a sink rate of 2.6 fps (feet per second) and Turkey Vultures 2.0 fps
(Ehrlich, Dobkin, & Wheye, 1988). The south-facing slopes of Blackwater Canyon
may provide the increased thermal activity that the Black Vulture prefers. Most birds
were observed perched on, or soaring next to, the rock rim along the north side of the
canyon.

The presence of thermals within Blackwater Canyon, as well as a general range
expansion, may explain this recent penetration of the Black Vulture into Tucker
County. Future observations will be completed to determine their seasonal distribu-
tion.
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Winter Waterfowl on New River, West Virginia

J.Lawrence Smith

With the freezing of Bluestone Lake during the severe weather of January, 1977,
waterfowl, which normally spent much of the winter on the lake, were forced to pass
the rest of the season along the ice-free river downstream from the dam. For a period
of more than a month during late January and throughout February, I made frequent
censuses of the waterfowl along the river from Bluestone Dam to Sandstone Falls
nearly 10 miles downriver.

These counts offered an indication of the relative abundance of the various
species of ducks wintering in the area. It soon became evident that certain points
along the river provided better conditions for feeding and resting, and the ducks
could be found gathered in numbers at such places. The greatest numbers could be
expected immediately below the dam and about a mile below the mouth of Madams
Creek where a great amount of aquatic vegetation is exposed above the surface of the
water.

Since 1977, I have made frequent censuses of waterfowlalong New River during
the winter with regular visits to the vicinity of Bluestone Dam. Observations have
frequently been made along the two-mile expanse above Kanawha Falls at Glen Ferris
upriver to Gauley Bridge. Among my records of waterfowl found here during the
winter are notes dating from 1957. Efforts have also been made to census other
stretches of theriver accessible by road such as from Thurmond to Thayer, a distance
offive miles.

Followingisalistof the species that have beenrecorded along with notes on their
numbers and frequency of occurrence:

Canada Goose—A small number may have wintered widely along the river during
early 1977. Five were found a short distance below the mouth of Madams Creek where
they were present over a month. A single bird was seen flying over Sandstone Falls
on February 12. Soon after 1980, a number were stocked in the area, and they have
been found in numbers in recent years.

Wood Duck—A hen was seen in company with a few Mallards near Brooks and
later a drake was found farther down river on February 20, 1993. They were perhaps
early spring migrants; my earliest previous date for the Wood Duck was February
3, 1977, when two pairs were seen in the channel below the mouth of the Greenbrier
River at Avis.

Green-winged Teal—The only observation was four drakes at Brooks on
February 15,1992.

American Black Duck—During counts made in early 1977, it was the most
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WINTER WATERFOWL SURVEY ROUTE
NEW RIVER AREA, WEST VIRGINIA
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numerous of the dabbling ducks with a daily average of 42. In the last several years,
figures have largely been reversed between it and the Mallard with the average
dropping by halfto 21.

Mallard— The daily average, which was 12 in 1977, hasrisen to 53 since 1990.

American Wigeon—A drake was observed at the dam on January 12, 1991. A
drake may have wintered at Sandstone Falls where it was observed on November 24,
1991, and was present with a hen on February 15, 1992.

Canvasback—Some years ago, when its population was greater, it may have
been found with some regularity. Four were recorded above Kanawha Falls on
January 13, 1957. The only recent record was a drake at Gauley Bridge on February
15,1994,

Redhead—Occurs with some regularity in small numbers with two drakes ob-
served on January 20, 1977, with one in company with Mallards and Black Ducks
about a mile below the mouth of Madams Creek and the other at the dam where it
remained throughout early 1977. Two drakes and three hens were seen a short
distance above Sandstone Falls on February 12, 1977. Most recently, three drakes
were found at Glen Ferris on February 15, 1994.

Ring-necked Duck—In recent years it has occurred on occasions with four
drakes and a hen found near Brooks on February 20, 1993. Six drakes were observed
at Gauley Bridge on January 20, 1995.

Lesser Scaup—Among my earliest observations was a flock of 11 above
Kanawha Falls on January 25, 1959, and it has continued to be found with regularity
insmall numbers. Five were seen near Sandstone Fallson February 17, 1977, with the
purple gloss on the heads of the two drakes leaving no doubt that they were this
species. Three arakes were seen at the dam on February 23, 1977. More recentrecords
include a drake at Sandstone Falls on February 20, 1993; two drakes at Glen Ferris on
February 15, 1994; a pair near the dam on February 16, 1995; and two drakes above
Kanawha Falls on February 20, 1996.

Common Goldeneye—This duck was the most numerous of the diving ducks
when counts were made in 1977 with a daily average of 50, while the largest number
recorded during the period was 91 on February 19. Other evidence of its presence in
numbers over 20 years ago was a flock of nearly 200 at Bluestone Lake in mid-January,
1974. Its numbers have shown a dramatic decrease during surveys conducted in
recent years. The average for counts made since 1990is 18. Evidence of its decreasing
numbers is also available from observations made near Kanawha Falls. Twenty-three
were present here on January 25, 1959, and 17 were counted on January 21, 1969. In
recent years, the number present has been small. The courtship display has been
observed in January, but becomes most frequent during February when it has been
seen on many occasions at Bluestone Dam.

Bufflehead—During 1977, even though it was not seen on all dates, the
average for dates when it was present was 7 while the largest number observed was
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14 on February 12. Its numbers seem to have remained much the same over the
years with the largest tally recently being 22 on February 20, 1993. Courtship has
been observed frequently at Bluestone Dam during February.

Hooded Merganser—The daily average during early 1977 was 21. It was most
frequently seen in pairs with the largest number being 18 pairs on January 20 with six
of these resting together in a channel between the islands at Avis downstream from
the mouth of the Greenbrier River. It continues to be found in some numbers with 25
counted on February 20, 1993.

Common Merganser—Interesting during 1977 was the observation that when
drakes were seen, as there were dates on which they were not observed, hens
outnumbered them by two or three to one. The daily average was 13 while the maximum
number was 6 drakes and 20 hens on February 19. It was most often seen about amile
upriver from Brooks Falls close inshore where 12 hens were first counted on February
10 asleep on a long spit of ice. In recent years it has been found in small numbers,
which is probakly more in keeping with numbers to be expected. The number present
in 1977 may have been influenced by the severe weather with an influx of birds from
farther north.

[ want to express my appreciation to John and Royce Brown, Sandy Chilcote, and
Jim Triplett for their assistance in conducting the censuses over the years.

319 Fifth Avenue
Montgomery, WV 25136
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Early Nesting by the Carolina Wren in West Virginia

John E. DeMary

During the month of January, 1998, while constructing a garage on my property
in Shannandale, Jefferson County, West Virginia, my daughter, Veronica, informed
me that a Carolina Wren had built a nest in the rafters of our new garage. [ remember
thinking at the time that it was early for birds to be nesting, but because our wrens
are perpetual nest builders, I paid little notice. I covered the garage with sub-siding
during the first week of February. Wrens kept flying around, but my continued
presence irritated them, and they abandoned the nest.

While at work for the Smithsonian Naturalist Center in Leesburg Virginia, I
mentioned the strange behavior of the early nesting wrens to a colleague. He asked
if eggs were in the nest, but I had not checked. After work that evening, I climbed to
the nest site and removed the nest; to my surprise there were three eggs in the
abandoned nest. The last time the wrens were observed at the nest was the weekend
of February 14; consequently, the eggs must have been laid earlier. Although
Carolina Wrens are recorded nesting in nearby Virginia as early as mid-March until
late August (Clapp, 1997), such instances of winter nesting are relatively rare. In
Kiff’s article (1978) about the collection of Charles Van Alstine, extreme collection
dates for the Carolina Wren were listed as April 6 until July 3.

It would be interesting to note if the early nesting was a response to the
unseasonably mild winter or justan isolated occurrence. Willnesting data from other
locations support an El Nino effect?
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A Marion County, West Virginia, Banding Study

Joey Herron

Introduction

The purpose of this study concerns the capturing and banding of birds to gather
population and survivorship data for various species. According to many studies,
bird populations are declining. Banding studies can help to validate this concern by
following the numbers and survival of birds over a number of years. West Virginia
is situated in such a way that makes it a vital breeding area for many birds that appear
to be declining.

Methods

The Monitoring Avian Population and Survivorship (MAPS) protocol wasused
to conduct the study. The study area covered 20 hectares, including an 8-hectare mist
netting area containing 10 mist nets. The study area consists of habitat common to
the north central West Virginiaregion, made up of mixed deciduous forestand some
open fields.

Banding was done for eight days during the breeding season, which ran from late
May to early August. The banding nets were 12 meter, 30 mm mesh nets. These were
opened at sunrise and closed six hours later. Each net was checked every 30 to 50
minutes for captured birds.

The MAPS protocol requires 26 different items of data to be collected for each
captured bird. Once a bird was banded and the data collected, it was released. In
between banding times data were collected on observed and singing birds in the
study area. It was noted whether the birds were active breeders or just passing
through. A complete list was compiled for all birds banded and observed in the
study area.

Results

During eight days of banding, 137 birds of 27 species were captured. Fifty-
three species were recorded as being seen, heard, or banded (Table 1). There were
102 newly-banded birds, eight captured but not banded, and 27 recaptures (Table 2).
All the recaptures were birds previously banded at the station this year (1997). The
three species captured most often were Wood Thrush (30), Kentucky Warbler (19),
and Northern Cardinal (14). These three species made up almost half the captures
(46%). Overall captures averaged 17 birds per six hours of net time with 10 nets. Since
this is the first year of the study, results cannot be compared to previous data.
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Discussion

It will take at least five years of this study to begin to determine population
size, trends, and survivorship. The number of juvenile birds banded was not as
numerous as expected. It is hoped that the numbers will increase in subsequent
years. All species captured were expected to be captured except the Orchard
Oriole, the Black-throated Green Warbler, and the Cerulean Warblers, which were
unexpected because most of the time they were observed 30 to 50 feet up in the
trees.

Table 1
Species List

Broad-winged Hawk Brown Thrasher

Killdeer Cedar Waxwing
Black-billed Cuckoo European Starling
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Yellow-throated Vireo
Chimney Swift Red-eyed Vireo
Ruby-throated Hummingbird Yellow Warbler

Belted Kingfisher Black-throated Green Warbler
Red-bellied Woodpecker Yellow-throated Warbler
Downy Woodpecker Cerulean Warbler

Hairy Woodpecker Black-and-white Warbler
Northern Flicker American Redstart
Pileated Woodpecker Ovenbird

Eastern Wood-Pewee Louisiana Waterthrush
Acadian Flycatcher Kentucky Warbler
Eastern Phoebe Hooded Warbler

Blue Jay Yellow-breasted Chat
American Crow Scarlet Tanager
Black-capped Chickadee Northern Cardinal
Carolina Chickadee Indigo Bunting

Tufted Titmouse Eastern Towhee
White-breasted Nuthatch Chipping Sparrow
Carolina Wren Field Sparrow

House Wren Brown-headed Cowbird
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Orchard Oriole

Wood Thrush Baltimore Oriole
American Robin

Gray Catbird
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Table 2

Birds Banded, Recaptured, or Captured but Not Banded

Newly Banded

Wood Thrush
Northern Cardinal
American Robin
Kentucky Warbler
Ovenbird
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Tufted Titmouse
Carolina Wren
Yellow-shafted Flicker
Downy Woodpecker
Louisiana Waterthrush
Brown-headed Cowbird
Eastern Towhee
Red-eyed Vireo
Hooded Warbler
Chipping Sparrow
Acadian Flycatcher
Cerulean Warbler
Blue-winged Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Brown Thrasher
Orchard Oriole
Yellow-breasted Chat
Blue Jay
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Total

SN

[UII NIV PN ST S T ST ST I C R VE R UCR UL B - U O P PN

102

Recaptured

Kentucky Warbler

Wood Thrush

Northern Cardinal

Carolina Wren

Hooded Warbler
Total

145

o0

(88 )

27
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Unbanded

Kentucky Warbler
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Brown-headed Cowbird
Carolina Wren
American Robin

Total

Total Captures
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A Cooper’s Hawk Comes to Town

George H. Breiding

During mid-October 1997, while strolling about my residential neighborhood in
Morgantown, West Virginia, I walked up a street with a steep incline. As I reached
the crest I came to a cross street. Suddenly, I saw a sprinkling of drifting feathers and
a Cooper’s Hawk that had become airborne and streaked skyward ahead of me. Upon
examining some of the fallen feathers, I concluded that I just missed seeing the hawk
miss a strike at a Rock Dove, which was nowhere in sight. The intended victim
probably gained its freedom due to my intervention.

In late December, I encountered a Cooper’s Hawk that had just brought down a
Mourning Dove in the middle of the street in front of my home. I froze on the spot.
The hawk greedily ripped its victim apart. In about a minute, the hawk became aware
of my presence. It took off with the dove in its talons, flew to a nearby yard, alighted
on arailing ofasecond floor porch, and continued to devour its newly acquired meal.

[ inspected the spot of the kill. The dove had been decapitated. It’s head and
entrails were scattered among grains of cracked corn and miscellaneous seeds amid
apile of feathers. Earlier that day [ was surprise to see an American Kestrel on a utility
pole around the corner from the house where [ live; two species of birds of prey—
an accipter and a falcon—observed almost from my front doorstep.

Several weeks later I came upon a dark reddish blotch about three by eight inches
on a sidewalk. Closer examination revealed about a dozen feathers adhering to a
shallow, partially dried puddle of blood—the casualty, a Rock Dove.

Coincidentally, a reduction in the number of cardinals that visit my bird feeder
may have been the result of hawk predation. [ received reports of hawks in and about
the city that have been harassing birds at feeders. One report, from the edge of town,
blamed two Cooper’s Hawks for raiding a feeding station that attracted about 30
Mourning Doves. At last count, the flock had been plucked to 10 individuals.

The Cooper’s Hawk is renowned for its diet of small and medium-sized birds,
but when small mammals are available, they are often the preferred target. The
hawks may have moved from woodlands to town as the result of a poor mast and
seed crop in some areas, which in turn may have reduced small mammal and bird
populations, causing the birds to hunt in other environments.

540 Elmina Street
Morgantown, WV 26501
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Field Notes
Spring Season
March-May, 1998

James D. Phillips, Editor

The spring season was an odd one. The early migrants were on time and seemed
in usual numbers. Then the next migrants were late in their arrival but also seemed
in pretty good numbers. Some contributors suggested the region experienced a
flyover, where a good many of the migrants simply missed landing in view of West
Virginia observers. March and May weather seemed to be about normal, while April
was a bit wetter than usual.

Common Loons were found in the region from April 7(MBC) to May 9(WA, JW).
Pied-billed Grebes were found throughout the period while Horned Grebes were
found along the Ohio River(MBC) from mid-March to the first week of April. A couple
of additional sightings were made in May in Hardy(JW) and Cabell(HS) counties.
Double-crested Cormorant numbers were down compared to 1997 figures(HS). Birds
were seen in Kanawha(HG) and Summers(JP) counties. American Bittern(WA) and
Least Bittern(HS) reports came from Greenbottom WMA, Cabell County, in May.
Great Blue Herons were reported across the region throughout the period. Great
Egrets werereported from Wood(MBC) and Cabell(HS) counties. A Cattle Egret was
found by Wendell Argabrite the third week of April in Greenbottom WMA. Itwas also
seen by Harry Slack the next day. The first date for Green Heron was an early one
in Wood County on March 28(MBC).

Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal seemed to move through in good numbers
from late March to mid-April. The only report for Northern Shoveler came from Wood
County(MBC). American Wigeons were most prevalent during March. Redheads
were seen in March in Pleasants(MBC) and Summers(JP) counties. Red-necked
Ducks and Lesser Scaups could be found across the region from about the first week
of March to the second week of May. Greater Scaup were seen on the Ohio River on
April 7(MBC). A White-winged Scoter was seen at Huntington, Cabell County, on
May 24(HS). Common Goldeneyes were gone by mid-March(MBC) and Buffleheads
remained until May 10(JP). Some Hooded Mergansers were still in Wood(MBC) and
Summers(JP) counties during the North American Migration Count, May 9. A few
Red-breasted Mergansers were present from mid-March to early May. Only a few
Ruddy Ducks were noted.

Black Vultures were found in their usual sections of the region and Turkey
Vultures had returned to the western part of the state by the first week of March.
Ospreys were passing through most areas by mid-April, but they were found nesting
again in Wood County by March 26(MBC). Bald Eagles were reported from
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Summers(AM), Wood(MBC), Hardy(JW), and Mason(WA) counties. Bald Eagles
were present in some part of the state during each month of the period. There were
afew reports of Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s hawks visiting bird feeders. A pair of
Red-shouldered Hawks were found nesting in the middle of Ritter Park in
Huntington(MK). A nest was also found in Blackwater Falls State Park, Tucker
County(JN). The first date for Broad-winged Hawk was March 15(JP). AnalbinoRed-
tailed Hawk was seen along Rt. 219 in Pocahontas County(JD). American Kestrels
were found where expected. A Peregrine Falcon was seen in Wood County on April
26(MBC).

A Ring-necked Pheasant was seen in Wood County(MBC). Ruffed Grousewere
hardly mentioned. Northern Bobwhites were reported from Wood(MBC) and
Mason(WA) counties. All reports of rails came from Greenbottom WMA. Wendell
Argabrite found a King Rail on May 6 and 7. He and Harry Slack also located Virginia
Rails, Soras, and Common Moorhens there. Semipalmated Plovers were seen in
Wood(MBC) and Mason(WA) counties. Both yellowlegs, and Solitary and Spotted
sandpipers seemed to be present where expected. Five Willets were seen in Cabell
County on May 11(WA). Fifteen Marbled Godwits were observed in Mason County
on April 19(WA). Semipalmated and Least sandpipers were present for a couple of
days in Wood County(MBC). Dunlin were seenin Wood County in early April(MBC)
and Kanawha County in late May(WA). Common Snipe were reported from the
southern(AM) and western(MBC) portions of the region, and American Woodcocks
seemed to be ontime and in good numbers. There were April sightings of Bonaparte’s
Gulls in Wood(MBC) and Cabell(HS) counties. Ring-billed Gulls could be found
throughout the period with 150-200 present at Bluestone Dam, Summers County, in
early March(JP). Common Terns were seen March 29 in Summers County(JP) and
May 9 in Tucker County(JN). Forster’s Terns were seen in April and May in
Cabell(HS), Mason(WA), and Wood(MBC) counties.

Both cuckoos were back by the second week of May. Eastern Screech-Owls,
Great Horned, and Barred owls were found across theregion. Common Nighthawks
seemed late in their return. They were not found until the second week of May and
in some instances even the third week of May. Whip-poor-wills were reported for
Ritchie(VC), Preston(JJ), Nicholas(MM), Braxton(HG,MM), Berkeley(SM), and
Wood(MBC) counties. Chimney Swifts were on time, arriving about the third week
of April. There were mixed reports for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. Some contribu-
tors found them to be late and in low numbers, while others considered the opposite
to be true. The only report for Red-headed Woodpeckers came from Wood
County(MBC). Several areas reported the last date for Yellow-bellied Sapsucker as
May 9. The only report for Olive-sided Flycatcher was May 24-28 in Wood
County(MBC). The early date for Eastern Wood-pewee was April29(MBC). Acadian
Flycatchers had returned by the first of May, and Least Flycatchers were reported
only from Ritchie(VC) and Summers(JP) counties. Willow Flycatchers were early in
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Wood County(MBC). They were seen by April 10, while they did not appear until
later over the rest of the region. Great Crested Flycatchers were early returning,
with the earliest date being March 30 in Preston County(JJ).

Two Horned Larks were seen in Canaan Valley, Tucker County, on March 13(JN).
Purple Martins were on time and reports came from Wood(MBC, VC) and Summers(JP)
counties. Tree Swallows were reported in pretty good numbers again this year. The
early date was March 1 along the New River in SummersCounty(JP). The early date
for Northern Rough-winged Swallows was April 16(MBC). Two nesting sites for
Bank Swallows were located in Wood County, with one site having as many as 120
holes(MBC). CIiff Swallows were found nesting in Wood(MBC) and Cabell(HS)
counties. Barn Swallows were on time but missing from some areas. Red-breasted
Nuthatches were seen throughout the period. House Wrens were on time and both
kinglets passed through in good numbers. The first date for Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
was April 5(JP).

The first date for Veery was April 26(JP). Swainson’s Thrushes were
reported from Cabell(WA), Berkeley(SM), and Kanawha(HG) counties. The last
date for Hermit Thrush was May 9(JP), and the first date for Wood Thrush was
April 7(MBC). Gray Catbirds were appearing by the end of April. First dates for
vireos were as follows: White-eyed, April 29(MBC); Blue-headed, March 29(JP);
Yellow-throated, April 19(JP); Warbling, May 9(MBC); and Red-eyed, April
30(VC). First dates for warblers were as follows: Blue-winged, April 26(MBC);
Golden-winged, April 26(JP); Tennessee, May 4(MBC); Nashville, May 4(MBC);
Northern Parula, April 18(MBC); Yellow, April 28(VC); Chestnut-sided, May
3(JP); Magnolia, May 3(JP); Black-throated Blue, April 12(JP); Black-throated
Green, April 19(JP); Blackburnian, April 18(MBC); Yellow-throated, March
29(IP); Pine, March 10(VC); Prairie, April 16(MBC); Bay-breasted, May
12(VC); Cerulean, May 3(VC); Black-and-white, April 18(MBC); American
Redstart, April 26(JP); Prothonotary, May 4(MBC); Worm-eating, May
4,(MBC); Ovenbird, April 14(MBC); Louisiana Waterthrush, March 29(JP);
Kentucky, May 4(MBC); Common Yellowthroat, April 23(VC); Hooded, April
19(JP); and Yellow-breasted Chat, April 29(VC). The last date for Yellow-
rumped Warbler was May 9(JP).

Summer Tanagers were found in Wood(MBC), Ritchie(VC), and Kanawha(HG)
counties by the first week of May. Scarlet Tanagers appeared by the last week of
Aprilin Ritchie(VC)and Summers(JP) counties. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were back
early in several areas, but the earliest date was March 29 in Preston County(JJ). Blue
Grosbeaks were found in Wood(MBC) and Cabell(WA) counties. The first date for
Indigo Buntings was April 26(VC). The only reports for Dickcissel came from Preston
County(JJ) and Mason County(WA). American Tree Sparrows and Fox Sparrows
were in Wood(MBC) and Summers(JP) counties during March. Vesper, Grasshop-
per,and Savannah sparrows could be found by the firstof May. White-throated and
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White-crowned sparrows were found across the region as late as the second
week of May.

A few Dark-eyed Juncos were still around during the first week of May.
Orchard Orioles were back by the first week of May, and Baltimore Orioles
were on time and in good numbers. Purple Finches were found in several areas as
late as the first week of May. Pine Siskins were found in large numbers in
Wood(MBC) and Summers(JP) counties. Fledglings were being fed by Memorial
Day weekend in Summers County(JP). Evening Grosbeaks were present in some
numbers across the region during late April and early May.

Contributors—Wendell Argabrite(WA), Virginia Cronenberger(VC), Jerry
Davis(JD), Hullet Good(HG), Virginia Bly Hoover(VH), John Jacobs(JJ), Marjorie
Keatley(MK), Ira Lilly(IL), Ann McRae(AM), Stauffer Miller(SM), Mountwood Bird
Club(MBC), John Northeimer(JN), Harry Slack(HS), and Jane Whitaker(JW).

HC 78,Box42-C
Pipestem, WV 25979
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Book Review

Bird Watching for Dummies by Bill Thompson, ITI. 1997. Foster City, California: IDG
Books Worldwide, Inc. 383 pp., $19.99 paper covers.

You knew it had to happen eventually. Bird Watching for Dummies has joined
the 373 titles in the For Dummies series. This one is by our own Bill Thompson, I1I,
editor of Bird Watcher s Digest and member of the BBC. This is a typical For Dummies
book in many ways. We are offered basic advice on how to get into the bird watching
hobby: equipment needed, how to identify birds, how to use field guides, how to find
other bird watchers, how to plan a field trip, what to wear, how to behave when birding
inagroup, the basic birding vocabulary, nest boxes, feeders, gardening for birds, and
other topics are covered. Thompson’s breezy style is humorous and entertaining.
Some personal stories of his own goofs and embarrassing situations encountered on
birding field trips are amusing and give the book a personal touch. A section of
excellent color plates of Thompson’s favorite birds should inspire beginning bird
watchers. Since it is designed for rank beginners, Bird Watching for Dummies may
not appeal to every experienced birder, but I enjoyed reading it and learned a few
things, too.

A.R.Buckelew Jr.
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