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Allegheny Front Migration Observatory: 
Fall Migration 1997 

George A. Hall 

The 40th year of bird banding at the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory 
(AFMO), Grant County, West Virginia, was moderately successful. The number of 
birds banded was higher than in the last two years, but was still 34% below the long­
term average. The station was in continuous operation from August 10 to October 
13, as well as seven additional days in late October. The station was closed on three 
days because of the weather but some banding was carried out on 68 days. 

A total of3,843 birds (5th poorest) of78 species (average value) was banded with 
a station effort of7 ,648 net-hours (2nd highest) giving a capture ratio of 50.25 birds 
per 100 net-hours (4th lowest). Only 291 birds were banded inAugust(l9 days), 1,979 
in September (29 days), and 1,573 in October (20 days). The station has now banded 
167,480 birds of 119 species. No new species were captured this year. 

Thirteen birds banded at the station in past years were recaptured: a junco 
banded in 1991, a robin banded in 1994, a Hermit Thrush, ajunco and a yellowthroat 
from 1995 and eight birds from 1996 including two Magnolia Warblers and a Black­
throated Blue Warbler. 

The classical pattern of migration at AFMO has been one of low numbers in 
August with a minor high peak near the end of August or beginning of September. 
This peak was then followed by a period oflittle movement with the major flights of 
the season coming in the second to third week of September. The pattern this year 
(Fig. 1) shows these features except that the events were all later than normal. Thus, 
despite the passage of several frontal systems no significant migration developed in 
August. The first substantial flights occurred September 6-8, a week or so late, and 
the first major movement, which came September 14, was followed by two weeks of 
low activity. The heaviest wave of the season came in early October, a weekto 10 days 
late. In four days, 749 birds were banded. Blue Jays and Blackpoll Warblers were 
especially numerous in this flight. A small flight of kinglets came a week later but from 
mid-October on there was little movement and the usual big flights of juncos and 
kinglets had not occurred by the time the station was closed. The highest count was 
239 bandings on October 5. On two other days the count exceeded 200, and on 12 days 
more than 100 were banded. 

The Black-throated Blue Warbler with 606 bandings was the most numerous 
species. This figure is 6.5% below the 1 O-year average. The Blackpoll Warbler with 
598 bandings (8% above average) and the Black-throated Green Warbler with 261 
bandings (30% below average) were next in line. Of 42 species for which meaningful 
analysis could be made, 24 were in numbers below the 1 O-year average but only seven 
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Figure 1. Captures for Days of Operation. 

of these were more than one standard deviation (SD) below that average. Thirteen 
species were in numbers above the 10-year average with two more than one SD 
above the average, and the Hermit Thrush and Purple Finch were more than two SD 
above the average. These calculations could be interpreted to mean that few species 
have declined significantly, but it must be realized that the 1 O-year average used has 
decreased by about 20% in the last five years, as the recent poor years replace earlier 
ones. 

As a group the Neotropical migrants were 45% below the 1 O-year average. The 
2,446 warblers banded was 18% below the average. Two of the Spruce Budworm 
specialists had stronger showings than in 1996 (Tennessee Warbler, 58% below 
average, and Bay-breasted Warbler, 74% below average), but the Cape May 
Warbler (83% below average) was in lower numbers than last year. The Hermit 
Thrush, which was 75% above average, continued its good showing, and the other 
thrushes were not as far below average as in the last two years. 

Only seven flycatchers were banded, but, after being absent last year, the Red­
breasted Nuthatch staged a good flight with average numbers. An unusual feature 
ofthe season was the number of "southern" species captured at this "boreal" station: 
Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Kentucky Warbler, and Northern Cardinal. 

Besides the nine Saw-whet Owls listed in the formal list, three other owls were 
caught before the official opening of the station. All these owls were decoyed into 
the nets at night using recorded calls. 

The visual migrant counts were continued but lack of manpower curtailed these 
counts after October 1. The Blue Jay flight was very heavy with 10,200 counted for 
the season and 2,600 logged on September 30. Large numbers of jays flew by on 

THE REDSTART-APRIL, 1998 50 



October 1 to 5 but no counts could be made on those days. An usually high number 
of jays were banded. Other seasonal counts were 724 (highest ever) Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds, 4,089 American Goldfinches, and 2,100 Monarch Butterflies. 

During the season 1,598 people signed the visitor's book. These visitors came 
from 19 states, District of Columbia, Ontario, Germany, France, and England. The 
educational part of our operation continued with several elementary and high school 
classes as well as several college classes visiting the station. 

The banders who participated this year were Lynn Barnhart, Robert Dean, Walter 
Fye, LeJ ay Graffious, Sue Heselton, Steve Huy, Joan Bell Pattison, Randy Ritter, Janet 

Shaffer, David Skinner, Judith Ward, Charles Ziegenfus, and station co-leaders Ralph 
Bell and George Hall. LeJay Graffious was also responsible for the banding shelter. 
Beth and Randy Ritter were campground hosts and JoAnn and Philip Graham took 
over this job after Randy was incapacitated. JoAnn Graham made most of the Blue­

Jay and Hummingbird counts, and Steve Huy was the owl bander. Others who were 
present for extended periods of time were Ken Heselton, Carol and Frederick 
McCullough, and Carl Rowe. Kevin Dodge and his students helped in dismantling 
the shelter. The following people aided in tending nets, carrying cages, keeping 

records, and in many other ways: Wendell Argabrite, Brenda Cathell, Dan Cathell, 
Ken Cross, Cynthia Ellis, Jim Evans, Gary Felton, Genevieve Findley, Hal Findley, 
John Findley, Dawn Fox, Thomas Fox, Jay Graffious, Michael Griffith, Walter Haydel, 

Linda Hollenberg, Patrick Hurley, Thomas Hurley, John Jacobs, Mark Johnson, 
Joseph Kirkpatrick, Andy Kraynik, Jason McCullough, Joan Meier, Jack Minear, 
Jolene Minear, Jonathan Minear, GeoffNewlin, Tim Newlin, D. J. Nunan, Mike Nunan, 

Susan Olcott, Nick Ostoffie, Don Pattison, Charlotte Pryor, Miles Runner, Dave Seitz, 
Janice Shepherd, Julie Simpson, Sue Skinner, John Thomas, Ryan Tomazin, and 
Martin Wiley. 

We also thank the personnel of the Monongahela National Forest, Supervisor 
Chuck Meyers, District Ranger Elizabeth Schuppert, and others of the Potomac 
District Ranger Station for their cooperation and support. Thanks also to Walter 
Lesser of the D.N.R. for the use of the Laneville cabin for housing and storage of the 
shelter. The Brooks Bird Club supplied some financial support. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Merlin 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
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Species List 1997 

Number First 

3 
2 

9 
4 

Sept. 29 

Sept. 11 
Aug. 8 
Oct. 3. 

Last 

Oct. 7 
Sept. 16 

Sept. 18 
Oct. 17 

Peak No. Date 
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Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 

Number 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 2 
"Traill's" Flycatcher 2 
Least Flycatcher 1 

Eastern Phoebe 
Blue Jay 258 
Black-capped Chickadee 16 

Carolina Chickadee I 
Tufted Titmouse 9 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 17 
White-breasted Nuthatch 3 
Brown Creeper 15 
House Wren I 
Winter Wren 11 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 116 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 144 
Veery 1 0 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 7 
Swainson's Thrush 209 

Hermit Thrush 69 
Wood Thrush 30 
American Robin II 
Gray Catbird 12 
Cedar Waxwing I 
Blue-headed Vireo 20 

Yellow-throated Vireo I 
Philadelphia Vireo 5 
Red-eyed Vireo 41 
Blue-winged Warbler 3 
Golden-winged Warbler 3 
Tennessee Warbler 153 
Nashville Warbler 27 
Northern Parula 2 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 48 
Magnolia Warbler 18 I 
Cape May Warbler 46 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 606 
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First 

Oct. 28 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 7 
Aug. 31 
Aug. 31 

Aug. 13 
Sept. 28 
Aug. 10 
Sept. 5 
Oct. 4 

Aug. 29 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 5 

Sept. 23 
Aug. 15 
Sept. 9 

Sept. 19 
Aug. 13 

Sept. 17 
Aug. 16 

Aug. 12 
Aug. 12 
Aug. 12 

Aug. 15 
Sept. 8 
Aug. 13 

Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 
Aug. 15 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 6 
Aug. 15 

Sept. 12 
Sept. 8 
Aug. 10 
Aug. 10 
Aug. 26 
Aug. 10 

Last 

Sept. 17 
Sept. 8 

Oct. 20 
Oct. 21 

Oct. 24 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 22 

Oct. 13 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 21 

Sept. 13 

Oct. 5 
Oct. 14 

Oct. 18 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 21 

Oct. 11 

Oct. 17 

Oct. 1 I 
Oct. 7 

Sept. 23 
Sept. 9 
Oct. 12 

Oct. 13 
Sept. 22 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 13 

Peak No. Date 

45 Sept. 30 

25 Oct. 11 
55 Oct. 1 I 

19 Sept. 23 
10 Oct. 9 
6 Oct. 11,12 
4 Oct. 21 

24 Oct. 3 
5 Oct. 3 

7 Sept. 12 
20 Sept. 6 

6 Sept. 12 
53 Sept. 16 
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Number First Last Peak No. Date Henslow's Sparrow Nests at 
Hillcrest Wildlife Management Area 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 30 Aug. 14 Oct. 21 6 Oct. 17 

Black-throated Green Warbler 261 Aug. 10 Oct. 17 24 Sept. 19 Susan Olcott 

B1ackburnian Warbler 106 Aug. 14 Oct. 5 20 Sept. 14 

Palm Warbler 11 Sept. 13 Oct. 12 

Bay-breasted Warbler 31 Sept. 2 Oct. 7 5 Sept. 19 Along with many other Neotropical migratory bird species, grassland nesting 

B1ackpoll Warbler 598 Sept. 7 Oct. 13 94 Oct. 5 species have been declining at a disturbingly high rate in eastern North America since 

Black-and-white Warbler 31 Aug. 11 Sept. 23 5 Sept. 6 the 1950s and 1960s (Askins, 1993). In West Virginia, many family farms have been 

American Redstart 20 Aug. 14 Sept. 24 4 Sept. 6 abandoned, and old and fallow fields have grown into forest. More intensive 

Worm-eating Warbler 8 Aug. 13 Sept. 24 agricultural practices have largely made those acres still in pasture or hayfields 

Ovenbird 88 Aug. 14 Oct. 3 13 Sept. 15 unsuitable for many grassland species (Rodenhouse, et aI., 1993). Conservation areas 

Northern Waterthrush 2 Aug. 19 Sept. 19 and reclaimed strip mines are becoming havens for grassland nesting species. One 

Kentucky Warbler 2 Aug. 19 Aug. 21 such area is Hillcrest Wildlife Management Area (WMA). 

Connecticut Warbler 9 Sept. 5 Oct. 2 Hillcrest is a mosaic of orchards, old fields, managed fields and wood lots in 

Mourning Warbler 3 Sept. 2 Sept. 15 northern Hancock County, West Virginia. On June 25, 1997, I found a singing adult 

Common Yellowthroat 138 Aug. 10 Oct. II 15 Sept. 16 Henslow's Sparrow at Hillcrest (It seemed to be a male.), and one or two fledglings 

Hooded Warbler 9 Aug. 14 Oct. 11 4 Sept. 11 in an old field on the slope and at the base of a southwest facing hill. The vegetation 

Wilson's Warbler 20 Aug. 16 Oct. 5 consisted of several grass species, common milkweed, goldenrod, and other forbs 

Canada Warbler 10 Aug. 10 Aug. 27 3 Aug. 14 and a few peach saplings and rose clumps. 

Scarlet Tanager 15 Aug. 25 Oct. 7 5 Sept. 8 DNR wildlife biologist, Jim Evans, and I returned to the site on July 18, 1997, to 

Northern Cardinal 2 Oct. 9 Oct. 18 search for other Henslow' s Sparrows and evidence of nesting. Although a thorough 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 17 Aug. 11 Oct. 6 search of the area revealed no other pairs, we did discover a nest with three nestlings 

Indigo Bunting 9 Aug. 26 Oct. 2 being tended by a pair of sparrows. The nest was located in grass on the ground, 

Eastern Towhee 21 Aug. 21 Oct. 22 surrounded by several common milkweed plants. Two or three fledglings, one or two 

Chipping Sparrow 2 Sept. 13 Oct. 12 of which may have been observed in June, remained in the area. 

Field Sparrow 4 Sept. 7 Oct. 2 An unfortunate miscommunication with the wildlife manager at Hillcrest resulted 

Savannah Sparrow 7 Aug. 25 Sept. 19 in the nest being mowed in early August. It was quite likely that the nestlings fledged 

Fox Sparrow I Oct. 7 before the mowing. The mowing has, however, resulted in an unintended experiment 

Song Sparrow 11 Aug. 10 Oct. 13 on the effects of mowing on repeated nesting attempts by this species in a disturbed 

Lincoln's Sparrow 7 Sept. 15 Oct. 11 " Oct. 11 habitat. Henslow's Sparrows prefer a specific and short-lived habitat of old field .:J 

Swamp Sparrow 21 Sept. 18 Oct. 17 5 Oct. 11 vegetation with a large amount of standing dead vegetation for nesting (Swanson, 

White-throated Sparrow 78 Sept. 26 Oct. 21 14 Oct. 13 1996). Studies document that Henslow' s Sparrows may desert fields that have been 

White-crowned Sparrow 6 Oct. 11 Oct. 22 mowed (Swanson, 1996). The old field at Hillcrest was not completely mowed; only 

Dark-eyed Junco 141 Aug. 10 Oct. 24 23 Oct. 11 a few strips, approximately 10 feet wide, were cut. I will monitor the site and others 

Purple Finch 14 Aug. 16 Sept. 18 at Hillcrest this breeding seasons to determine if the sparrows return to nest. 

American Goldfinch 7 Sept. 7 Oct. 11 

Department of Chemistry 
West Virginia University 

P.O. Box 6045 
Morgantown, WV 26506 
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American Swallow-tailed Kite at East River Mountain, 
Bluefield, West Virginia 

Ann McRae 

On September20, 1997 nine members and friends of the Bibbee Nature Club were 
conducting a hawk migration count on East River Mountain above Bluefield, West 
Virginia. At 1 :40 p.m., Helen Parris spotted a bird coming along the middle of the ridge 
in front of our hawk watch site. The first view of the bird was horizontal, head on, and 
approximately 800 feet from us. The bird sailed to the right side of the mountain and 
circled several times and flew within 400 feet of our group as it continued on down 
the ridge. Rick Waldrop, a visitor who has spent 12 years in Guatemala and who has 
seen the species many times, identified the bird as an American Swallow-tailed 
Kite. 

The bird appeared larger than a crow and smaller than an Osprey, having long 
narrow wings and a deeply forked tail. The head-on view was white, but as the bird 
turned in circles the dark gray-black areas under the wings and tail could be seen. No 
vocalizations were heard. The bird was in view perhaps two to three minutes. The size 
ofthe bird, coloration, and deeply forked tail were the main field marks for identifi­
cation. 

Bibbee Nature members have conducted fall hawk migration counts from this site 
from 1974 through 1997. This is the first time the Swallow-tailed Kite species has been 
recorded from this site. 

References consulted to confirm identification were The Field Guide to the Birds 
of North America and A Field Guide to the Birds East of the Rockies. 

References 
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Fall Hawk Migration at Hanging Rock, 
Monroe County, West Virginia 

1. Ray Davis 

Legend 

Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 
Peregrine Falcon 
Unidentified Eagle 
Unidentified Accipiter 
Unidentified Buteo 
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Date I-I rs as BE GE UE NH SS CH UA RS BW RT UB AK ML Other* Total 

9-27 2 8 4 15 

9-28 1.5 0 

9-29 9.5 5 22 4 10 4 5 3 55 

9-30 3 6 2 8 

10-1 5 12 3 18 
10-2 5.25 2 14 28 48 

10-4 4 14 3 3 II 2 34 

10-5 3.5 3 

10-6 5 11 13 17 4 II 57 

10-7 3 4 2 3 10 

10-8 4 2 

10-9 5 3 4 

10-1 1 7 2 22 4 2 9 2 41 

10-12 2.5 8 2 4 7 21 

10-13 2 3 3 2 9 

1 0-15 2 2 3 

10-16 2.5 2 3 

10-19 3.75 2 7 3 60 2 77 

10-21 1.5 5 

10-22 1.25 2 

10-27 5 3 5 9 

10-31 4 6 8 

1 1 -2 4.5 7 10 

1 1 -9 4.75 3 2 29 39 

1 1 - 1 7 2 9 9 

Date Hrs as BE GE UE NH SS CH UA RS BW RT UB AK ML Other* Total 

Totals 253 35 18 I I 4 19 339 119 32 7 2763 244 9 73 5 7 3685 

*Other birds: Oct. 2- Unidentified Hawk; Oct. 5- Unidentified Hawk; Oct. 19- I N. Goshawk/ 1 Rough-legged Hawk; Oct. 21-

Unidentified Hawk; Oct. 31- 1 N. Goshawk; Nov. 9- 1 Goshawk. 

Notes: Fog from Sept. 23-25 caused a major Broad-winged Hawk count to be much lower than anticipated . 
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Summering Winter Wrens in Hancock County, West Virginia 

AlbertR. Buckelew Jr. 

On June 16, 1997 Winter Wrens were found on the Laurel Trail in Tomlinson Run 
State Park. Tomlinson Run State Park is in Hancock County in West Virginia's 
Northern Panhandle. Susan Buckelew, Sara Buckelew, and I were hiking on the Laurel 
Trail at about 10 a.m. when we heard two Winter Wrens singing in opposition. The 
closest wren was in a rhododenron next to the trail. Another wren, silently working 
through the tangled branches of the shrub, was seen with this closest of the two 
singing birds. I assumed they were a pair. No nest was found. 

I returned to the park with Susan Buckelew and Robert Rine on July 6, 1997. We 
found a singing male Winter Wren in approximately the same location as the more 
distant wren heard on June 16. No wrens were found in the area where we observed 
the pair on June 16. The male on July 6 sang continuously every minute or so from 
10:20 a.m. until II :05 a.m. in rhododenrons on both sides of Tomlinson Run below the 
Laurel Trail. As we approached the bird he became aggitated and sang every 10 
seconds for IS minutes. We found no nest nor did we observe any recently fledged 
birds. Nonetheless, the observation of a pair on June 16 holds out the possiblity that 
Winter Wrens were breeding in the park. 

At the location on Laurel Trail where the wrens were seen, Tomlinson Run flows 
in a steep ravine with many large Canada hemlock trees and thickets ofrhododenron 
on both sides. The forest higher on the slope of the ravine consists of large red oaks, 
sugar maple, and smaller hemlocks. We also heard Wood Thrushes, Acadian 
Flycatchers, Red-eyed Vireos, Scarlet Tanagers, and a Carolina Wren in the distance. 
It isn't often that one hears both species of wrens singing at the same time. 

In West Virginia, there are no breeding records for the Winter Wren outside of 
the Allegheny Mountains Region (Buckelew and Hall, 1994; Hall, 1983). The only 
records for the Northern Panhandle are of migrants and birds in winter (Buckelew, 
1976). The nearest breeding records in Pennsylvania are in the glaciated northwest 
in Lawrence and Mercer counties (Brauning, 1992). In Ohio, small disjunct popula­
tions of Winter Wrens are found in the hemlock gorges along the Chagrin River in 
Lake, Geauga, and Cuyahoga counties in the glaciated northeast (Peterjohn, 1989; 
Peterjohn and Rice, 1991). Winter Wrens are restricted to hemlock forests in cool 
ravines in both western Pennsylvania and Ohio, habitats very much like the gorge 
of Tomlinson Run below the Laurel Trail. We intend to return to Tomlinson Run State 
Park to listen for Winter Wrens in 1998. 
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Second Report of the West Virginia Bird Records Committee 
March 1998 

During the 1997- I 998 year the West Virginia Bird Records Committee acted on 
several records by mail ballot and held a meeting at the Jackson's Mill 4-H Camp on 
February 21, 1998. The following business was transacted at the meeting. 

Procedural Matters 
Two additions were made to the By-Laws as published in The Redstart (1996), 

63(3), 65-68. 
Article V, Paragraph E should read. The standards used in judging the Records 

of birds new to the West Virginia List shall be those used in West Virginia Birds, 1983. 
Article VI, Paragraph 1. The Committee shall hold an annual meeting in late 

February usually in conjunction with the mid-winter meeting of the Brooks Bird 
Club. Other meetings may be held if the members think one is advisable. 

Records Accepted 
Record 98-1 Long-billed Dowitcher. Third accepted record for the state. April 27, 
1997, Robert C. Byrd Locks, Mason County. Michael Griffith, Wendell Argabrite. 
Record 98-2 Sabine's Gull. Second accepted record for the state. September 4, 1997, 
Ohio River, Mason County, opposite Kyger Creek Power Plant. Wendell Argabrite. 
Record 98-3 Swallow-tailed Kite. Third accepted record for the state. September 20, 
1997. East River Mountain above Bluefield, West Virginia. Ann McRae and seven 
additional observers. 
Record 98-4 Clay-colored Sparrow. Third accepted record for the state. October 25, 
1997. Washington, Wood County. J. R. Blomberg and Jon Benedetti. 

A. R. Buckelew Jr. was elected to the Committee (1998-2002) replacing Robert 
Dean whose term had expired. 

The Secretary of the Committee is James Fragonara of the Nongame Wildlife and 
Natural Heritage Program, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (DNR 
Operations Center, P.O. Box 67, Elkins, WV 26241-0067). 

Submitted by the Committee, Wendell Argabrite, Robert Dean, Thomas Fox, 
George Hall (chair), and James Phillips. 

67 THE REDSTART-APRIL, 1998 

Field Notes 
Fall Season 

September - November, 1997 

James D. Phillips, Editor 

The relatively mild weather for the season may have delayed some of the 
migration. Banders on Dolly Sods lost about three days due to the weather, and 
hawkwatchers lost three to six days due to fog during what should have been the peak 
of the Broad-winged Hawk movement. October weather was pleasant for birds 
while November temperatures were low and it was cloudy a good bit of the month. 
The migration at Allegheny Front Migration Observatory (AMFO), Grant County, 
was better than the last two years but still below the long-term average. Hawk 
counts on Hanging Rocks, Monroe County, and East River Mountain, Mercer 
County, were fair. A pretty good waterfowl migration was experienced in southern 
and southwestern West Virginia during the first half of November. 

A Red-throated Loon was present on Bluestone Lake, Summers County from 
November 8- I O(AM). Common Loons appeared in Mercer County as early as the last 
week of October(JP) and as many as 36 could be found on Bluestone Lake by 
November 14(JP). A few were still present at the end ofthe period(JP, AM). Pied-billed 
Grebes were found as early as September 18(MBC) and remained throughout the 
period with fair numbers being seen early in November. From November 10(AM) 
through November 14(JP) as many as 15 Horned Grebes could be seen on Bluestone 
Lake. Double-crested Cormorants appeared as early as September 1 in Tucker 
County(JN) and the New, Kanawha, and Ohio river drainages experienced another 
good flight for this species. Birds were reported from Mercer(JP), Summers(AM, JP), 
Kanawha(HG), Cabell(HS), and Wood(MBC) counties through mid-November. 
Harry Slack counted about 850 in 10 minutes at Huntington, Cabell County, on 
November 6. Great Blue Herons were found during the entire period. Great 
Egrets were seen in some numbers in Mercer(AM) and Wood(MBC) counties 
through most of the period. The last date for this egret was November 14(JP) at 
Brooks Falls on the Raleigh/Summers county line. Green Herons seemed to leave 
early. The last date for this heron was September 7(JP). Three Black-crowned 
Night-Herons were seen in Sand Creek, Wood County(MBC), on November 1, 
and one was seen at Huntington on November 25(HS). 

Tundra Swan numbers, dates and locations were as follows: eight on Novem­
ber 11, Barbour County(DM); two on November 14, Summers County(JP); and 19 
on November 26, Wood County(MBC). Five Greater White-fronted Geese and 
four Snow Geese were seen at Brooks Falls on New River on November 14(JP). 
One Snow Goose was seen near Bluestone Dam, Summers County, about three 

THE REDSTART-APRIL, 1998 68 



weeks earlier(DL). Canada Goose numbers continue to climb. Wood Ducks were wide 
spread and in good numbers. The last date for this species was November 14(JP). 
Green-winged Teal were reported as early as October 9(MBC) in Wood County and 
as late as November 14 in Summers County(JP). They were also mentioned for 
Kanawha County in early November(HG). American Black Ducks were found from 
October 26(MBC) to the end of the period(AM). Northern Pintails were found from 
October 14(MBC) to November 8(AM). Blue-winged Teal were in the region from 
September 18(MBC) through November 14(JP). The only Gadwalls found were on the 
New River at Sandstone Falls in mid-November(JP) and across the state line in Falls 
Mills, Virginia(AM). American Wigeon could be found from mid-October(MBC) to 
mid-November(JP). Six Redheads were on Teter Creek Lake, Barbour County, on 
November II (DM). Ring-necked Ducks were reported by the dozen from across the 
region from October 19(JP) to November 14(DM). 

Lesser Scaups were also reported by the dozen from November 6(JP) to Novem­
ber 19(DM). An Oldsquaw in first winter plumage was observed at Bluestone Dam on 
November 8(AM). A female Surf Scoter was seen on the Ohio River at Huntington 
from November 3 through 7(HS). About this same time a White-winged Scoter was 
on a pond at Falls Mills, Virginia(AM). Buffleheads began appearing in decent 
numbers across the state from November II to the end of the month. Hooded 
Mergansers were in the region as much as two weeks before the Buffleheads. The 
only other mergansers reported were Red-breasted Mergansers in Wood County 
mid-November(MBC). Ruddy Ducks appeared in November in Tucker,(JN), 
Barbour(DM), and Wood(MBC) counties. 

Both vultures seemed in their usual numbers and haunts. Ospreys were reported 
from Wood(MBC), Mercer(AM), Summers(JP), Cabell(HS), and Jackson(HG) coun­
ties. Thirty-five were counted at Hanging Rock Raptor Observatory, Monroe 
County(HRRO), and 31 at the East River Mountain Raptor Observatory, Mercer 
County(ERMO). An injured Osprey was found Thanksgiving week in the Bluestone 
Wildlife Management Area, Summers County(WP). It was taken to the Three Rivers 
Raptor Center. An American Swallow-tailed Kite was seen from ERMO on September 
20(AM). An adult Bald Eagle was observed at Green Bottom Wildlife Management 
Area in early September and a sub-adult in Mason County about a month later. Joe 
Drenning and Brad Reed observed one feeding on a deer carcass in Canaan Valley 
on November 23(JN). Eighteen Bald Eagles were tallied at HRRO(JD) and two at 
ERMO(AM). Single Northern Harriers were sighted in Canaan Valley State Park, 
Tucker County(JN) in September and Black Oak, Mercer County(AM), in November. 
Five were counted at ERMO(AM) and 19 at HRRO(JD) during the season. Sharp­
shinned Hawknumbers were 115 from ERMO and 339 from HRRO. Cooper's Hawk 
numbers were 37 from ERMO and 119 from HRRO and the Broad-winged Hawk 
numbers were 1,532 from ERMO and 2,763 from HRRO. The broadwing flight seemed 
to peak about the usual time, third week of September, but the weather was not 
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good. The only report for Rough-legged Hawks were the two seen by John Jacobs. 
Both were seen in early November. One was near Parkersburg, Wood County, and 
the other across the river in Ohio. One Golden Eagle was counted from ERMO and 
eleven from HRRO. None were found away from the hawkwatching sites. Ameri­
can Kestrel numbers were 49 from ERMO and 73 from HRRO. Five Merlins were 
counted during the season at HRRO. Away from the hawkwatching sites records 
included two banded at Allegheny Front Migration Observatory(AFMO), Grant 
County(GH); one was seen in Bluestone Wildlife Management Area(JP); and one 
was seen in Huntington(HS). The Cabell County bird was seen in November while 
the others were recorded in September. An injured Peregrine Falcon was turned 
into the Three Rivers Raptor Center(WP) from Huntington in September. Harry 
Slack reported this species in that area on September 3. Ed and Lee Elliot saw one 
near the Fairfax Stone on October 18. 

Few Ruffed Grouse were found. Wild Turkeys continue to be widespread and 
common. American Coots were very widespread and some areas experienced num­
bers in the hundreds. A Sora was killed when it collided with a building atop East River 
Mountain on the Mercer County, West Virginia/Bland County, Virginia line in late 
September(JP). A Sandhill Crane was reported near Sandstone Falls on the Raleigh/ 
Summers county line(DL). Killdeers seemed to be in good numbers. Greater Yellow­
legs were found from October 23(MBC) in Wood County to November 18(JP) in Cabell 
County. Solitary Sandpipers were reported from Wood County in September(MBC), 
Mercer County in October(AM) and Kanawha County in November(HG). The last 
date for Spotted Sandpipers was the first week ofNovember(AM). Semipalmated 
Sandpipers were found in Mercer County in early October(AM). 

Dunlin remained in Wood County from October 24 to November 9(MBC). 
Pectoral Sandpipers were still present in Mercer County in early October(AM). 
Common Snipe were in Wood County as late as November 6(MBC), and Ameri­
can Woodcock were in Mercer County as late as October 19(JA). As many as six 
Bonaparte's Gulls were in the Huntington area(HS) from October 2 through Novem­
ber 22, and one was seen on Bluestone Lake, Summers County(JP) in mid­
November. Ring-billed Gulls were seen as early as October 10 in Wood 
County(MBC), but were numerous throughout the region during November with 
reports coming from Summers(JP), Wood(MBC), Kanawha(HG), Cabell(HS), 
Barbour(DM), and Tucker(JN) counties. Harry Slack had the best tern report­
four records for Caspian Terns between September 3 and October 5 with a 
maximum of seven individuals, and two Forster's Terns seen September 5 and 
four on September 20 and a late date of two on November 16 in Huntington. 

October 2 was the last date for Yellow-billed Cuckoos(MBC). Eastern Screech­
Owls and Barred Owls were reported for Kanawha(HG) and Summers(JP) counties 
and Great Horned Owls were reported for Tucker(JN) and Summers(JP) counties 
during the season. Nine Northern Saw-whet Owls were banded atAFMO(GH). Some 
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Common Nighthawk movement was noted but not very large numbers. The late date 
for this species was October 30 in Morgantown by Mary Jacobs. Chimney Swifts 
were pretty well gone by the second week of October. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
seemed to be gone by the end of September. A highest ever count of 724 was made 
at AFMO(GH). Three Red-headed Woodpeckers were noted by the hawkwatchers at 
ERMO(AM). Most areas had Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers by the first few days of 
October. 

Olive-sided Flycatchers were seen during September in Pipestem State Park, 
Summers County, and on Peters Mountain at HRRO(JP). The last date for Eastern 
Wood-pewee was September 28 in Wood County(MBC), and the last date for Great 
Crested Flycatcher was September 14 in Summers County(JP). The only report for 
Yellow-bellied and Least flycatchers came from AFMO(GH). The only report of 
Horned Larks came from Canaan Valley(JN). The last dates for swallows were as 
follows: Tree Swallow(JP), September21; CliffSwallow(JP), September 14; and Barn 
Swallow(MBC), September 14. Blue Jays seemed to move in pretty heavy flights with 
over 10,000 counted during the season at AFMO(GH). Twenty-five hundred to three 
thousand American Crows were observed flying through Canaan Valley on October 
29(JN). Red-breasted Nuthatches were stopping in most areas during September and 
a few could still be found at the end of the period. Brown Creepers and Winter Wrens 
seemed to return on time. House Wrens seemed to leave most areas early. The late 
date for this wren was September 23(GH). Both kinglets seemed to move through in 
good numbers. 

November 9 was a late date for a Veery in Mercer County(AM). Swainson's 
Thrushes peaked the third week of September at AFMO(GH) with October 19 being 
the last date seen(JP). Hermit Thrushes were back by the first week of November, 
while Wood Thrushes were pretty well gone by the second week of October. There 
were mixed reports for Cedar Waxwing numbers. The last dates for vireos were as 
follows: White-eyed Vireo, September 18(MBC); Blue-headed Vireo, October 25(JP); 
Yellow-throated Vireo, October 1 (MBC); and Red-eyed Vireo, October 24(JP). 
Black-throated Blue, Blackpoll, and Black-throated Green warblers were 
the most numerous species (in that order) banded at AFMO(GH). According to 
George Hall, "As a group the Neotropical migrants were 45% below the 10-year 
average." Yellow-rumped Warblers seemed to move through in good numbers. 
The last date for Palm Warblers came from Wood County on November 6(MBC). 
Scarlet Tanagers were gone by the first week of October. The last date for Rose­
breasted Grosbeaks was October 6(GH). Most of the Indigo Buntings were 
gone by the first week of October but the late West Virginia date was October 
12(HG). Across the line in Bluefield, Virginia, the late date for this species was 
November 29(HP). An American Tree Sparrow was present in Summers County 
on November 9(JP). Chipping Sparrows were in good numbers. Two Clay­
colored Sparrows were observed in Wood County in late October(MBC). White-
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throated and White-crowned Sparrows were on time and in pretty good numbers. 
Dark-eyed Juncos were also well-represented and timely. Fifteen Snow Buntings 
were seen along the Scenic Highway, Pocahontas County, the week of 
Thanksgiving(KS). Purple Finches seemed a bit late in their appearance but 
looked to be in good numbers. A female White-winged Crossbill appeared at a 
Mercer County feeder on November 14(AM). Pine Siskins and Evening Gros­
beaks were being reported by the end of the period. 

Contributors-George Breiding(GB), A. R. Buckelew Jr.(JB), Jerry 
Davis(JD), Ed Elliot(EE), Hullet Good(HG), George Hall(GH), John Jacobs(JJ), 
Dave LJewellyn(DL), Ann McRae(AM), Donna Mitchell(DM), Mountwood Bird 
Club(MBC), John Northeimer(JN), Helen Parris(HP), Wendy Perrone(WP), Harry 
Slack(HS), and Kermit Stover(KS). 
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Book Review 

The Butterflies of West Virginia and Their Caterpillars by Thomas J. Allen, 
1997. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press. 388 pp., $28 hard covers, $18 
paper covers. 

The long-awaited book, The Butterflies of West Virginia and Their Caterpil­
lars, by Thomas J. Allen of the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, has 
finally been published and will prove to be an excellent resource for butterfliers. 
The species accounts of 128 residents and a few annual migrants contain informa­
tion on distribution, habitat, life history and habits, nectar sources, larval host 
plants, and state maps showing counties where each species is most likely to be 
found. 

Some of the color plates of adult butterflies are not of the best quality, as Mr. 
Allen admits, but they do show both sexes where there is a difference, and wing 
surfaces, and, importantly, the under surface, which is often lacking in other guides. 
Plates of full-grown caterpillars are included as well as plates of the pupae or 
chrysalis, of several species. The color quality of these plates is better. Some of the 
larvae and pupae have never been published before. 

The book contains easy to read introductory information on butterflies, how to 
study them, an identification key, gardening for butterflies, a glossary, and several 
useful appendices. The book is a must for anyone interested in West Virginia 
butterflies. 

Virginia Johnson 
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Grebe, Eared, 49 
Horned, 50, 64, 99, 126 
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Griffith, Michael, 109 
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