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Additions to the List of Kanawha Valley Birds 

J. Lawrence Smith 

Twenty-one species have been added to the list of birds of the Kanawha Valley 
area since the publication in 1976 of Birds of the Great Kanawha Valley by Charles 
O. Handley, Sr. The list presently numbers 303 species (Smith, 1996), while 
Handley had listed 282. Handley defined the Kanawha Valley area as essentially the 
counties of Mason, Putnam, Kanawha, and western Fayette in West Virginia 
through which the Kanawha River flows. Also included was a portion of Gallia 
County, Ohio, across the Ohio River from Mason County. 

Most species added to the list have been of accidental occurrence with their 
presence here beyond the bounds of their normal range. A few could be considered 
of expected but infrequent status since there are records for elsewhere in West 
Virginia, but they have been recorded in the Kanawha Valley only recently. The 
I vory-billed Woodpecker has been added to the list on the basis of skeletal remains 
found in Putnam County during the excavation of a 17th century native American 
village in the mid-1960s. 

The list of species with annotations follows: 
Magnificent Frigatebird-Accidental. One was observed on the Ohio River near the 
Greenbottom Wildlife Area on September 29, 1988 by William Tolin and Mike 
Zeto (Tolin, 1989). The West Virginia Bird Records Committee has accepted this 
record as hypothetical. 
White Ibis-Accidental. An immature bird was present at Pond 9 at the McClintic 
Wildlife Area during the period July 12-22, 1993 where it was first observed by 
Steven Mace (Keatley, 1994). During this period, it was seen by a number of 
observers and photographed by Wendell Argabrite. 
G lossy Ibis-Accidental. One was present at a pond at Apple Grove, Mason County, 
May 15-16, 1993 where it was observed and photographed by Wendell Argabrite 
(Argabrite, 1994). 
Brant-Accidental. Five were seen at the flyash pond of the Kyger Creek power 
plant, Gallia County, Ohio, by Cynthia Ellis and George Hurley on November 16, 1985 
in a flock of a few hundred Canada Geese (Hurley, 1986). 
Ross' Goose-Accidental. One that spent the period November 14-19, 1993 at the 
Byrd Locks and Dam near Gallipolis Ferry, Mason County was first observed by 
Wendell Argabrite and Michael Griffith and photographed (Argabrite, 1995). 
Surf Scoter-Infrequent. A few appeared in a large number of waterfowl on the 
Kanawha River on November 25, 1995 (Smith & Triplett, 1996). J. Lawrence 
Smith and James Triplett observed a male and three females on the river at 
Charleston and Paul Shaw found one near Kanawha Falls at Glen Ferris, Fayette 
County on the same date. 
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-
Black-Necked Stilt-Accidental. One was present at the Greenbottom Wildlife 
Area during the period May 15-18, 1993 where it was photographed by Wendell 
Argabrite (Argabrite, 1994). 
American Avocet-Accidental. Handley seems to have been unaware of the photo­
graphing of one by Harry Slack at Kyger Creek onAugust27, 1972. J. Lawrence Smith 
found four at the FMC flyash pond at South Charleston on August 10, 1987. Wendell 
Argabrite observed six at the Byrd Locks and Dam on August 20, 1993. 
Marbled Godwit-Accidental. Wendell Argabrite photographed one at a pond at 
Ashton, Mason County, on August 5, 1987 (Argabrite, 1988). 
Red Knot-Accidental. One spent the period August 30-September 9, 1990 at Kyger 
Creek where it was observed by Wendell Argabrite and Michael Griffith and photo­
graphed. 
Buff-Breasted Sandpiper-Accidental. Handley carried the observation of one by 
Anne Shreve on April 19, 1969 at Middle Ridge, Kanawha County, on the hypothetical 
list. Hullet Good observed one with other sandpipers on May 13, 1989 where water 
was standing at the site of Capital High School. Observations by Wendell Argabrite 
include one at the FMC flyash pond at South Charleston on August 25, 1990; one at 
the Byrd Locks and Dam on August 21, 1993; and two there September 4-6, 1993 
(Argabrite, 1995). 
Red-Necked Phalarope-Infrequent. Hall (1983) cites a moribund bird caught at 
Montgomery on October 24, 1969 by P. Phillips. 
Forster's Tern-Accidental. Handley carried his observations of single birds at 
Charleston on May 5,1953 and September 30, 1953 on the hypothetical list. Wendell 
Argabrite observed a flock of 50 at the Byrd Locks and Dam on August 21, 1994. 
Chuck-Will's Widow-Handley listed it as hypothetical due to records in areas not 
far from the Kanawha Valley and the expectation that it would eventually occur in the 
valley. Since that time, Donny Good heard one near Frame in northern Kanawha 
County during the summer of 1987. 
Ivory-Billed Woodpecker-Evidence of this probably extinct species was found 
during excavation of the Fort Ancient Village at Buffalo, Putnam County, during the 
mid-1960s (Guilday, 1971). Even though only one item seems to have been found, 
it was been variously reported as a bill or portion of a skull. A bill may be evidence 
of a trade item since they were favored as showy ornaments and widely traded 
among native Americans. However, remains of a skull would seem to be more 
indicative of natural occurrence during proto-historic times. 
Western Kingbird-Accidental. Tom Igou found it atthe Greenbottom Wildlife Area 
on four consecutive years with single birds present on all dates. Observations were 
made on September 11, 1982; May 7, 1983; May 5, 1984; and May 4, 1985 (Igou, 
1985). 
Sutton's Warbler-Notes on a 1970 observation of this enigmatic species by 
Osbra Eye at Kanawha State Forest were not published until 1977 (Eye, 1977). Eye, 
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superintendent of the forest at the time, was making his rounds on the morning of 
April 20, 1970 when he stopped to talk with a forest employee, Charles Carlson. 
Eye's attention was attracted to the double song ofa Northern Parula coming from 
a nearby stand of red pines. Upon studying the bird through binoculars as it 
continued to sing, Eye noted that it superficially resembled a Yellow-throated 
Warbler. After observation by Carlson, they were in agreement that by song and 
appearance it matched the description of Sutton's Warbler. On May 28, a bird 
singing the double Parula song was heard near the riding stable area about a mile 
from the April observation. Eye was joined by Dr. and Mrs. Cottrill of Jackson, 
Michigan, who were in the forest photographing warblers, in an effort to observe 
it. Even though some time was spent in an effort to study it closely, they were 
unsuccessful in determining without question if it was Sutton's Warbler. 
Clay-Colored Sparrow-Accidental. One was seen by Michael Griffith and a party 
of observers at Ashton on May 2, 1992 (Griffith, 1992). 
Smith's Longspur-The presence of the first birds recorded for West Virginia was 
associated with a snowstorm in early April 1987 . An adult male in breeding plumage 
was found at the Byrd Locks andDam by Wendell Argabrite on April5-7 where it was 
photographed and studied by a number of observers (Argabrite, 1988). Hullet Good 
observed one at the Carbide Technical Center, South Charleston, on April 6 in 
company with killdeers and robins. 
Pine Grosbeak-Infrequent. Hall (1983) cites the record at Charleston by Hurley and 
Williams on April 4, 1982. There is a previous record of one on the 1959 Christmas 
count that Handley seems to have been unaware of or judged uncertain for including 
the species on the 1976 list. 
Hoary Redpoll-Accidental. One was seen at a feeder at Ashton, Mason County, on 
December 21,1993 by Wendell Argabrite and other observers and photographed 
(Argabrite, 1995). 
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Recent Trumpeter Swan Sightings in West Virginia 

Michael Griffith 

In the early part of this century, in Birds of America, Edward H. Forbush wrote: 
"The Trumpeter Swan, the largest of North American wild fowl, represents a vanish­
ingrace. Inmost parts of North America it is a bird of the past. Formerly it ranged over 
the greater portion of the continent. Today it is seen rather rarely in the wilder regions 
of the interior" (p. 167). Fortunately, the story of the Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus 
buccinator), instead of ending in extinction, has become one of the real successes 
of wildlife conservation. Through protection and management, the population of 
Trumpeter Swans today is estimated at 13,000-14,000. 

Throughout February of 1997, up to 10 Mute Swans (Cygnus alar) were being 
seen at the Green Bottom Wildlife Management Area in Cabell County, West Virginia. 
On February 11, Wendell Argabrite received a report of a swan at Green Bottom. It 
did not appear to be able to fly or walk, and so I was able to approach it very closely. 
I was sure it was a Trumpeter Swan. It had a green neck band with the designation 
MOS. I was aware of Trumpeter Swan reintroduction programs in the Great Lakes area 
and suspected that the bird originated from one of these programs. 

Trumpeter Swans numbers M13, M23, and M24 at the Big Sandy River. Photo by 
Michael Griffith. 
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I contacted Wendell, and we both returned to Green Bottom and were able to 
capture the bird. He also identified it as a Trumpeter Swan. We took MOS to a local 
veterinarian, Dr. Kristin King. She treated it and determined, after numerous phone 
calis, that it had been released by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR). 
The next day, the ODNR picked up the bird and transported itto a rehabilitation center 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Unfortunately, the swan was diagnosed with a severe 
congenital spinal deformity and was euthanized. 

Later, swans were reported near the Big Sandy River in Wayne County, West 
Virginia. On February 20, I found three Trumpeter Swans on the Big Sandy River 
approximately two miles from its confluence with the Ohio River. I observed them 
swimming and flying, and they appeared to be healthy. They also had green neck 
bands with the designations M13, M23, and M24. They remained in the area for about 
two weeks and were seen by several local birders. 

From the ODNR, I learned that these four Trumpeter Swans were captive-raised 
and were released in the spring of 1996 at Magee Marsh Wildlife Area (on the south 
edge of Lake Erie) as part of that state's Trumpeter Swan reintroduction program. 
Later, in the spring of 1997, the three swans (M 13, M23, and M24) returned to the area 
of their release. While there was no confirmed breeding, two of the swans displayed 
courtship and territorial behavior. 

It should be noted that in the lower Ohio Valley of West Virginia, Mute Swans 
have been appearing with some regularity during the past few winters. With more 
Trumpeter Swans scheduled to be released from various locations in Ohio, observers 
should use caution when identifying any swan seen in West Virginia. 

Reference 

Pearson, T.G. (editor) (1917). Birds of America. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & 
Company. 
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Back to the Tower: Tower-Killed Birds at a Putnam County, 
West Virginia Television Transmission Tower 

CynthiaD. Ellis 

The Handlan Chapter has revised Charles o. Handley, Sr.'s book Birds a/the 
Great Kanawha Valley. Often mentioned in Handley's book are accounts of dead 

migrant birds retrieved from beneath a television transmission tower in Putnam 
County (see the table). Now, 30 years after those reports, the revision prompted me 
to try to determine if some mortality still occurred near the tower. 

On Saturday, September 16, 1995, I traveled to the tower owned by WCHS-TV. 
The structure is 999 feet tall and sits on Coal Mountain at an elevation of 1 ,087 feet. 
Erected in 1957, the tower is braced by three assemblies of guy wires. There is a short 
gravel access road and wide expanses of grassy hilltop are mowed around the guy 
wires. The weather was mild on September 16, and as agreed, the supervisor met me 
to allow access to two gated areas. He said that he sometimes found one or two birds 
under the south guy wire, but he hoped I didn't find anything. I agreed and began 
to search. 

Light rain started and I thought that my new acquaintance's hope would be 

realized. At first, all I found were a few Mourning Dove feathers. Finally, I searched 
the ground under the north guy wire and spotted the small form of a Wood Thrush. 
I found four more birds near that site: a Blackburnian Warbler, a Gray Catbird, and 

a Blackpoll Warbler; carrion beetles were devouring an American Redstart. This was 
nothing like the hundreds of birds that Anne Shreve and Connie Katholi had found 

when the tower was new, but there were still casualties during the fall flight. Later the 

same morning I visited WV AH-TV's tower two miles northwest ofthe WCHS tower. 
This tower is 1,552 feet tall and was built in 1982. It also has three guy wire braces, 
although the height of the tower means that the angle of the wires is steeper. I 

searched all the cleaned areas, but here the grass was 8 to 12 inches tall and made the 
search more difficult. I found no bodies of birds. A number of hawk feathers, probably 
Red-tailed, were the only items of note on the ground. These findings make me eager 

to search again next year. I visited the two towers in mid-September for the past two 
years, and I have found no dead birds. I am grateful to Anne Shreve for advice and 
information and I repeat my gratitude to the two stations for their ready permissions. 
Fellow club member Doug Wood has suggested that the areas be observed during 
spring migration, too. 

111 THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1997 

Tower-Killed Birds from Birds a/the Great Kanawha Valley* 

Species 

Marsh Wren 

Sedge Wren 
Gray Catbird 
Wood Thrush 
Swainson's Thrush 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Veery 
White-eyed Vireo 

Yellow-throated Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Swainson's Warbler 

Magnolia Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Ovenbird 
Northern Waterthrush 
Kentucky Warbler 
Connecticut Warbler 

Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
Canada Warbler 

Bobolink 

Scarlet Tanager 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Indigo Bunting 
Grasshopper Sparrow 

Total 

15 
20 
57 

1 
2 

2 
11 
10 
4 

52 

6 
2 
3 

25 
7 

2 

5 
16 
4 

9 
2 

280 

Number 

(October 3, 1966) 

(September 16, 1965) 
(September 5, 1966) 
(September27, 1966) 

individual birds 

*Specimens were collected under the television transmission tower on Coal Moun­

tain on October 7, 1967, unless otherwise dated. 
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Television Transmission Tower Kills 
in Lewis County, West Virginia 

Joey Herron 

I first read about television transmission tower kills in George J. Wallace and 
Harold D. Mahan's book, An Introduction to Ornithology (1975). One account in the 
book describes an event where 20,000 birds were killed at a tower in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin in one night. Although the event seemed distressing, I thought how 
interesting it would be to handle and study 20,000 birds. It was hard to imagine so 
many birds being killed at one time. A few years after reading those accounts, I called 
the local TV station. I inquired with the secretary if they had seen any birds lying on 
the ground there. She said, "You mean the ones we sweep off the sidewalk every 
morning?" I told her I'd be right there! The site now is no longer used for broadcast­
ing, but is maintained as a transmitter site for the same TV station, which moved to 
another location. The tower and grounds area remain the same. The tower is located 
in Lewis County on Route 19 about half way between Weston and Jane Lew, West 
Virginia. The tower is 529 feet in height. Counting the elevation of the hill on which 
it is located, the total height above sea level is 2,173 feet. The lighting on the tower 
is the typical flashing red lights, four sets. The lighting on the tower was not changed 
during the study period and continues to be the same. 

The study began in 1978 and continued through 1986. Many birds were collected 
each year on the site around the tower. The area covered approximately two acres and 
had a building on it measuring approximately 60 x 80 feet. Numerous birds were found 
on the roof of this building, which helped to preserve them and keep them from 
predators. It is interesting to note here that over the study period no predators were 
ever observed and a limited number of feather piles were noted during collection. 

Over the 9-year period, 841 birds representing 58 species were collected (See 
Table I). Bay-breasted Warbler, Red-eyed Vireo, and Swainson' s Thrush were the top 
three species found. Ofthe birds identified, 63.6% were warblers. A couple of unusual 
species found during the study included a Sora Rail and two American Coots. It also 
appeared that some species flocked together as they migrated. Golden-crowned 
Kinglets, Bay-breasted Warblers, Red-eyed Vireos, and Blackpoll Warblers were 
found on the ground grouped together. The females of some species appeared to 
migrate earlier than the males. This was evident with the collection offemale Rose­
breasted Grosbeaks in late August and early September, and the males later in 
September and October. Also evident during the study was the factor of weather 
conditions. On two occasions, the remnants of a hurricane passed through the area 
during the migration period, killing an above average number of birds. 

Table 2 shows the number of birds found for each year of the study from 1978 
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to 1986. The number of visits for each year varied (See Table 3). More visits did 
not necessarily mean more birds as seen by comparing 1976 (16 visits, 249 birds) 
and 1980 (21 visits, 182 birds), 1984 (10 visits, 101 birds) and 1985 (14 visits, 
69 birds). As mentioned previously, the roof of the building on the grounds had 
numerous birds on it each year. In the later years the numbers found on the roof 

declined along with the overall numbers. An interesting observation seen in Table 
2 is that the overall numbers appear to decline. This might support the current 
understanding that neotropical migrants are not as abundant as they were 15 to 20 

years ago. 
I decided to continue the study and made seven visits to the site in the fall of 1996 

and found only 13 birds of eight species. It will be interesting to see what the next 

10 years show. 

Table 1 

Birds Collected at a Lewis County, West Virginia Television Tower 

Species Number Killed 

Bay-breasted Warbler 91 

Red-eyed Vireo 56 
Swains on 's Thrush 51 

Blackpoll Warbler 49 

Tennessee Warbler 40 

Ovenbird 33 
American Redstart 20 
Black-throated Green Warbler 19 

Common Yellowthroat 19 

Magnolia Warbler I7 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak l3 
Connecticut Warbler 12 

Blackburnian Warbler 12 

Wood Thrush 12 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 10 
Kentucky Warbler 10 
Cape May Warbler 10 
Flycatcher (Empidonax family) 9 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 7 

Gray Catbird 7 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 7 

Black-and-white Warbler 6 
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Species 

Scarlet Tanager 

Brown Creeper 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Palm Warbler 
Summer Tanager 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
House Wren 
Veery 
Solitary Vireo 
Canada Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 

Wilson's Warbler 

Indigo Bunting 
Blue-winged Warbler 

American Coot 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Hooded Warbler 

Yellow-breasted Chat 
Field Sparrow 
Bobolink 
Northern Waterthrush 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 

Mourning Warbler 
Brown Thrasher 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Cedar Waxwing 
Song Sparrow 
Sora Rail 
House Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Unidentified* 

Total 
*decomposed or feather piles 
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Number Killed 

6 
5 
5 
4 
4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 

250 

841 

116 



Year 

1978 
1979 

1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 

Year 

1978 
1979 
1980 

1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 

1986 

Table 2 

Birds Killed 1978 - 1986 

Birds Killed 

71 
249 

182 
78 
54 
21 

101 

69 
16 

Table 3 

VisitsPerYear 

Number of Visits 

Reference 

4 

16 

21 
12 

1 
10 
10 

14 
6 

Wallace, G.J., & Mahan, H.D. (1975). An introduction to ornithology. New York: 
Macmillan Pub. Co. 

511 Ohio Ave. 
Fairmont, WV 26554 
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Fall Hawk Migration at Hanging Rock 
on Peters Mountain, West Virginia, Part 4 

George F. Hurley 

In three earlier papers (Parts 1, 2, 3), data showing the results of fall raptor 
migration along Peters Mountain in Monroe County, West Virginia were given for the 
years 1952 through 1986. In the present paper, counts for 1987 through 1994 are 
tabulated. 

With the exception of 1989, hours of coverage have increased considerably. The 
biggest changes noted in numbers of hawks in recent years are those for the Osprey 
and the Bald Eagle. Osprey numbers have, in general. more than doubled while Bald 
Eagle counts have risen more dramatically. 

The data are given in the tables that follow. For some years weather and hours 
of watching were not available. The counts were sent annually to The Hawk Migration 
Association of North America, to George Hall for his Appalachian Regional reports, 

and to James Phillips for inclusion in The Redstart "Field Notes." Subsequent 
reporting, starting with results for 1995, will be reported by J. Ray Davis who has 
assumed the job of collecting and reporting the annual counts. 

Many people helped to spot and count hawks at the tower. The following list 
includes people who made mu ltiple trips: Sally and Robert AIm, Mike Allen, Kenneth 
Anderson, Wendell Argabrite, Kevin Black, Polly and John Ballowe, Lynn Barnhart, 

Chris Broyles, Nancy Buckingham, Linnie and Clifford Coon. Donald Crews, J. Ray 
Davis, Rodney Davis, Carol Davis, Mary Lou Deaver. Cynthia and David Ellis. 
Marguerite and George Flouer, Grace and Wally Grant, Michael and Arch Griffith, 
Oliver Johnson, Don Kodak, Richard Legg, Josh Lipton, Ben Markell, Karen McMann, 
Ralph Nash, Daniel Perry, George Pence. Judy and Jim Phillips, Roland Sanson, and 
Bill Smith. Some counters did not get their names on the tally sheet, and thus are not 
known, 

This brings to a close a 45-year span ofthis author's collecting, tabulating, and 

reporting the raptor migration from Peters Mountain in Monroe County, West 
Virginia. During that time I have missed only two years. I hope that I will be able to 
continue the trek to the mountain for several more years to assist in the work. 

References 

Hurley, G. (1970). Fall hawk migration along Peters Mountain. The Redstart, 
37(3), 82. 

Hurley, G. (1975). Fall hawk migration along Peters Mountain, Part 2. The 
Redstart, 42(4), 114. 
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Hurley, G. (1987). Fall hawk migration along Peters Mountain, Part 3. The 
Redstart, 54(3), 85. 

Daily Raptor Counts at Hanging Rock Raptor Migration Station 

as Osprey 
BE Bald Eagle 
NH Northern Harrier 
SS Sharp-shinned Hawk 
CH Coopers Hawk 
RS Red-shouldered Hawk 
BW Broad-winged Hawk 

RT Red-tailed Hawk 

Date 

9-13 

9-14 

9-15 

9-16 

9-17 

9-18 

9-19 

9-20 

9-21 

9-22 

9-23 

9-24 

9-25 

9-26 

9-27 

9-28 

9-29 

9-30 

10-4 

10-8 

Totals 

119 

Hrs OS BE NH 

7 2 I 

9 4 3 

8.5 

7 2 

6.5 2 

7 

5.5 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7.5 

2 

7 

6 2 

3.5 2 

6 

7 

3 

7.5 

7 

135 28 

2 

3 

2 II 

Legend 

RL Rough-legged Hawk 

GE Golden Eagle 
AK American Kestrel 
ML Merlin 
PF Peregrine Falcon 

NG Northern Goshawk 
UN Unidentified 

1987 

SS CH RS BW RT GE AK UN Totals 

14 2 15 II 49 

831M 9 I~ 

29 32 

1 27 31 

2 15 W 

22 

29 

14 

14 

32 

31 

44 

50 

4 

5 

5 

6 

13 

5 

4 

30 3 

22 4 

31 \08 2 

49 70 

251 

17 

637 

180 

552 

953 

804 

418 

166 

171 

244 

2 

25 2 

95 

7 \0 

5 

403 228 2 4770 21 

8 

2 

2 

3 

7 

2 

5 

4 

3 

6 

65 

2 

2 

8 

287 

19 

677 

200 

576 

995 

855 

472 

225 

177 

253 

(:f:, 

123 

166 

124 

5539 
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1988 

Date as BE NH SS CH RS BW RT RL GE AK ML UN Totals 

917 

9/8 

9/10 

9/11 

9/13 

9114 

9/15 

9/16 

9117 

9/18 

9/20 

9/21 

9122 

9/23 

9/25 

9/26 

9127 

10/2 

10/25 

10/29 

1118 

11111 

2 

I 

8 

3 

2 

6 

2 

3 

Totals 29 2 

2 

3 

I 

3 

I 

3 

12 

4 

I 

3 

5 

14 

31 

W 

2 

18 

25 

5 

8 153 

I 

2 

2 

6 

4 

4 

6 2 

21 

24 

30 

25 

434 

336 

1\36 

5 

421 

23 

255 

3 

199 

8 

\31 

96 

2 

2 

2 

I 

3 

2 

6 

50 

4 

32 

27 4 3153 \02 

1989 

5 

6 

I 

7 

6 

9 

2 

28 

9 

10 

27 

27 

41 

4 

36 

468 

337 

1147 

8 

427 

29 

288 

2 8 

244 

31 

133 

\03 

4 

26 

88 

5 

47 

5 3528 

Date Hrs as BE NH SS CH RS BW RT GE AK ML UN Totals 

9-11 4 

9-\3 5.5 

9-15 4 

9-17 8 \0 

9-18 5.5 

9-19 8 2 

9-20 4 

2 

2 38 

2 

4 

13 

2 

THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1997 

21 

653 

180 

5 

5 

4 

7 

5 

I 

2 

30 

2 

7 

731 

185 

13 

120 



Date Hrs OS BE NH SS CH RS BW RT GE AK ML UN Totals 

9-21 6 3 

9-23 8 

9-24 9 3 

9-25 5 2 

10-3 3.5 

Totals f9 21 2 

10 

4 

15 

2 

3 

2 

3 

119 

10 

159 

71 

3 

2 

4 78 28 2 1220 12 

1990 

17 

2 

3 

33 

2 

2 10 

140 

32 

184 

76 

12 

1413 

Date Hrs OS BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT RL GE AK ML PF UN Totals 

8-19 2 

8-26 

9-1 

9-2 

9-10 

9-11 

9-14 

5 

4 

3 

6 

6 

7 

9-15 10 

9-16 8.5 

9-17 8.5 

9-18 10 

9-20 4.5 

9-21 7.5 

9-22 9 

9-23 9.5 

9-24 7 

9-25 

9-26 

5 

7 

9-27 6.5 

9-28 2 

9-30 4 

10-1 1 

10-2 9 

10-5 6.5 

10-7 4 

10-13 J.5 

121 

4 

2 

3 

8 

5 

2 

2 

2 

6 

-1 

3 

7 4 

4 

4 

-1 

11 3 

8 

10 3 

3 

1 

2 26 9 

2 13 9 

11 9 

2 

14 2 

2 

33 4 

8 1 

100 16 

29 5 

12 4 

10 

2 

8 

7 

4 

11 

7 

73 

9 

15 

267 

413 

802 

406 

33 

73 

280 

586 

10 

24 

-1 

I 

7 

11 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

5 

5 

2 

12 

24 

16 

20 

83 

3 13 

3 26 

21 

2 

3 317 

430 

820 

409 

5 

2 40 

W 130 

5 

2 

3 

3 

1 

19 

316 

3 614 

2 20 

42 

4 13 

2 

42 

19 

147 

36 

3 27 

12 
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Date Hrs OS BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT RL GE AK ML PF UN Totals 

10-28 

10-29 

11-6 

11-17 

4 

4 

4 

4 

12 3 /Xl 

3 

I 2 2 

2 3 1 

Totals 175 42 6 9 333 85 

27 

80 

26 

14 3047 213 

1991 

3 93 3 

87 

32 

87 

35 

25 3876 

Date Hrs as BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT GE AK ML PF UN Totals 

9-8 2.5 

9-11 4 

9-12 4 

9-13 7 

9-14 8 

9-15 11 

9-16 6 

9-17 7.5 

9-18 11 

9-20 12 

9-21 14 

9-22 11.5 

9-23 7 

9-26 3 

9-27 4 

9-28 6 

9-29 8 

9-30 4 

10-5 6 

10-6 8 

10-7 8 

10-12 8 

10-13 11 

10-14 4 

10-19 10 

10-20 4 

11-2 9.5 

11-3 9.5 

11-17 3 

2 

5 

5 

2 

3 

3 

3 

9 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

8 

16 

3 

9 

4 

12 

5 

3 

4 

6 

4 

48 

22 

4 

2 3 

~ 11 

108 

72 

59 

2 

2 47 

2 

6 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

14 

13 

11 

12 

1 

1 

2 

2 
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2 

50 2 

43 

10 

1583 

328 2 

362 

173 

76 

546 

291 

149 

49 

5 

25 2 

30 2 

8 

2 

4 4 

2 

2 

27 

13 

59 

107 

2 

5 

5 

28 

3 

9 

6 

1 

9 

9 

3 

5 

5 

I 

2 

17 

2 

3 

54 

49 

15 

1599 

359 

376 

185 

85 

591 

304 

152 

13 

62 

9 

~ 

86 

15 

11 

119 

136 

<xl 

76 

9 

95 

18 

70 

117 

2 

122 



Date Hrs OS BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT GE AK ML PF UN Totals 

11-24 7 2 2 18 

Totals 226 45 7 9 547 85 2 6 3735 246 4 9'1 

Note: on I 1-7 18 Great Egrets were recorded. 

1992 

Date 

9-9 

OS BE NH SS CH RS BW 

9-10 

9-1 I 

9-13 

9-14 

9-15 

9-16 

9-17 

9-18 

9-19 

9-20 

9-21 

9-22 

9-23 

9-24 

9-27 

9-29 

9-30 

10-3 

10-10 

10-1 I 

10-12 

2 

3 

5 

3 

5 2 

2 

2 

10- I3 2 

10-19 

4 

1 

6 

1 

3 

5 

4 

2 4 

3 

14 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

16 12 

9 6 

3 8 

6 

42 4 

61 17 

24 6 

37 9 

8 

1 

66 

43 

240 

225 

48 

46 

60 

14 

138 

60 

685 

125 

2 102 

4 

RT 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

5 

13 

2 

11 

Totals 27 6 8 252 76 2 1865 50 

GE AK ML 

2 

2 

3 

12 

4 

3 

7 

2 

5 

2 

1 

4 

9 50 2 

23 

3 28 4812 

UN 

2 

2 

7 

Totals 

17 

5 

82 

48 

254 

227 

59 

49 

69 

17 

149 

4 

72 

721 

136 

5 

142 

26 

18 

9 

52 

93 

37 

63 

2354 
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1993 

Dates Hrs OS BE NH SS CH RS BW RT AK ML PF UN Totals 

9-11 

9-12 

9-13 

9-14 

9-15 

9-18 

9-19 

9-20 

9-21 

9-22 

9-23 

9-24 

9-28 

9-29 

10-1 

10-3 

10-8 

10-22 

3 

1 

6 

7 

7.5 

5.5 

6.5 

8 

7 

8 

7 

8 

6.5 

9.5 

7 

4 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

8 2 3 

4 1 

10 

Totalsl22.5 25 9 

2 

5 

2 

3 

13 

3 

6 

17 

5 

33 

52 

64 

12 

4 

3 

8 

10 

88 13 

101 19 

7 392 70 

2 

2 

24 1 

32 3 

9 

4 

141 

1151 

102 

918 

1559 

334 

88 

884 

81 

4 

2 

5 

7 

1 

2 3 

21 

4 

3 

12 

4 

3 

4 

14 

6 

2 

8 5333 46 54 

1994 

3 

3 

2 

3 

25 

2 

36 

38 

18 

5 

161 

1163 

108 

956 

1588 

342 

141 

962 

174 

4 

Il7 

26 

148 

3 2 39 5988 

Date OS BE GE NH SS CH RS BW RT AK UN Totals 

8-30 

9-5 

9-7 

9-8 

9-9 

9-10 

9-11 

9-12 

9-13 

9-14 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

8 

18 

7 

4 

9 
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2 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

I 

20 

27 

58 

177 

188 

125 

106 

2 

2 

2 

1 

6 

4 

2 

3 

5 

2 

3 

3 

7 

4 

28 

31 

74 

215 

204 

136 

124 

124 



Date OS BE GE NH SS CH RS BW RT AK UN Totals Field Notes 
Spring Season 

9-15 21 2 25 ~arch-~ay, 1997 

9-16 I 21 24 

9-18 19 224 12 260 James D. Phillips, Editor 

9-19 3 22 II 762 6 805 

9-20 4 2 184 3 198 

9-21 6 3 10 ~arch weather was pleasant and mild. April and ~ay were cooler and wetter than 

9-22 I 5 6 usual. ~igrants were on time during the first half of the season, but many were later 

9-23 3 2 II 4 20 than usual during the second half of the season. Some areas experienced snow in 

9-24 3 5 ~ay. Despite the weather, some good birds were found and some species were in 

9-25 2 2 2 8 pretty good numbers. 

9-26 3 9 14 A Red-throated Loon was seen on the Ohio River, ~ason County on April 

9-27 2 23(W A). Common Loons were present in the region during most of April. The only 

9-28 Horned Grebes noted were three atGauley Bridge, Fayette County in mid-~arch(HG). 

9-29 25 3 12 5 7 53 Pied-billed Grebes were located during each of the months of the period. Double-

9-30 4 5 4 14 crested Cormorants continue to be seen in larger numbers. They were found in 

10-1 59 4 4 12 80 Kanawha(HG), Wood(~BC), Summers(JP), Cabell(HS), and ~ason(WA) counties 

10-2 5 5 from mid-~arch to mid-~ay. Wendell Argabrite counted more than 500 at the Robert 

10-3 0 C. Byrd Locks and Dam, ~ason County on April 2 I and Harry Slack had over 100 

10-4 7 7 during point counts at Huntington, Cabell County about the same time. American 

10-5 26 2 28 Bitterns were found at Ashton, ~ason(WA) County and Lake Shawnee, ~ercer(A~) 

10-6 2 2 County in late April. Both Argabrite and Slack located Least Bitterns in the Green 

10- 12 Bottom Wildlife ~anagement Area, Cabell County throughout the month of~ay. 

10-16 2 Great Blue Herons were nesting on Grape Island in the Ohio River(~BC), Wood 

10-21 18 12 31 County. Great Egrets are seen more often. Reports came from Summers(JP), 

10-30 2 Ritchie(VC), Cabell(WA, HS), and Wood(~BC) counties during April and ~ay. 

11-7 2 2 6 Green Herons were late in their return. None were seen until after the first of~ay. 

11-21 3 A Black-crowned Night Heron was seen in Wood County on ~ay 1 O(~BC), and an 

12-4 2 immature Yellow-crowned Night-Heron was seen in ~ason County on ~ay 24(WA). 

12-11 3 Argabrite located three species of swans during the season. Three Trumpeter Swans 
were at Kenova in late February and early ~arch. These birds were part of the Ohio 

Totals 24 8 5 6 261 39 4 1974 43 58 21 2443 restocking program (See ~ichael Griffith's article elsewhere in this issue of The 
Redstart). Tundra Swans were seen in ~ason County in mid-~arch and as many as 

3907 Estel Rd. 10 Mute Swans were seen in Cabell County through the beginning of the season(W A). 

Fairfax, V A 2203 I Wood Ducks seemed in good numbers. Green-winged Teal were seen during 
~arch and April in Wood(~BC) and Cabell(HS) counties. No mention was made of 
American Black Ducks. Blue-winged Teal could be found in some areas from late 
~arch to mid-~ay. Northern Shoveler sightings were in ~arch(W A) and Apri1(~BC). 
American Wigeons were restricted to late ~arch and early April. The only report for 
Canvasbacks and Redheads came from ~ason County(WA) in ~arch. Ring-necked 
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Ducks and Lesser Sea ups were in their usual haunts and numbers from mid-March 
to mid-April. Slack reported one White-winged Scoter at Huntington on April 27 . A 
Bufflehead was still present in Wood County April 11 (MBC). Hooded Mergansers 
seemed to leave early. Common Mergansers were noted in March on the Kanawha(HG) 
and Bluestone(JP) rivers. Red-breasted Mergansers were seen in Mason(W A) and 
Wood(MBC) counties. Ruddy Ducks were seen in several areas from late March to 
late April. 

Ospreys were seen in some numbers. There were several late March records 
along the Ohio River including a nesting on Neal Island by March 24(MBC). Bald 
Eagles were found throughout the season. Reports came from Wood(MBC), 
Summers(AM), Hardy(JW), and Tucker(AS) counties. Sharp-shinned, Red-shoul­
dered, and Red-tailed hawks seemed in pretty good numbers. The Broad-winged 
Hawks appeared on time in some areas and were a bit late in other areas. Some of the 
wintering American Kestrels seemed to remain a bit longer than usual in Summers(lP) 
County. 

Virginia Cronenberger reported a Ring-necked Pheasantin Ritchie County. 
There were more than the usual number of Ruffed Grouse sightings. Wild Turkeys 
continue to do well. Northern Bobwhites were reported from Cabel1(HS) and 
Wood(MBC) counties. Wendell Argabrite and Harry Slack found King and Virginia 
rails, Soras, and Common Moorhens at Green Bottom WMA with first 
dates(respectively) as follows: May 3(WA), April 3(HS), April 11 (HS), and April 
25(HS). The Purple Gallinule seen by several observers in Wood County from 
April 10 to 14 was found dead on April 16(MBC). American Coots were present 
during most of the season. 

Black-bellied Plovers were seen in Wood County as early as April 21, and 
Semipalmated Plovers were there most of May(MBC). Both yellow legs could be 
found in the region from mid-April to mid-May(MBC, lP). A few Solitary Sandpipers 
were noted. A dozen Willets were seen in Cabell County April 27(WA). Spotted 
Sandpipers were the most widespread and common of the sandpipers in the region. 
Semipalmated and Least sandpipers were found in Wood County during the first 
three weeks of May(MBC). Sixteen Western Sandpipers were present in Green 
Bottom WMA on May 21 (HS). White-rumped Sandpipers were in that same area most 
of the month of May(WA). 

Pectoral Sandpipers were found in Wood County from Aprill 0 to May 10, and 
Dunlin could be found for about three weeks in May(MBC). A Stilt Sandpiper was 
seen in Cabell County on May 3(WA). A Long-billed Dowitcher was seen in Mason 
County in late April(WA). Common Snipes could be found in the region through most 
of the period. American Woodcocks were still displaying in mid-May in Summers 
County(JP). Bonaparte's Gulls were seen in April in Mason(WA), Cabell(HS), and 
Wood(MBC) counties and in May(PS) in Summers County. Over 50 were seen by 
Wendell Argabrite in Mason County. Ring-billed Gulls were common along larger 

127 THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1997 

streams during most of the period. Caspian Terns were seen in April in Wood(MBC), 
Mason(WA), and Cabell(HS) counties and early May in Cabell(HS) County. Common 
Terns were found in Summers(JP) County in May. Two Forster's Terns were in 
Mason County on April 21 (W A), and eight Black Terns were seen over the Ohio 
River, Cabell County(HS). 

Cuckoos were noted mostly by their absence. Eastern Screech-Owls seemed 
nonexistent. GreatHorned Owls were noted in Mercer, Summers(JP), and Wood(MBC) 
counties. Barred Owls continue to be the owl most often found. Reports came from 
Summers(JP),Hampshire(JW), Kanawha, and Roane(DG) counties. Common Night­
hawks were recorded for Wood(MBC) and Kanawha(JP) counties in early May. 
Whip-poor-wills were heard in Summers(JP), Wood(MBC), Kanawha(DG), Ritchie(VC), 
and Hampshire(JW) counties. Chimney Swifts and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
seemed a few days to a week later than normal. Belted Kingfishers seemed in good 
numbers. 

Red-headed Woodpeckers were listed as more numerous in Wood County(MBC). 
Other reports came from lackson(DG) and Ritchie(VC) counties. Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers were still present May lOin Wood(MBC) and Summers(JP) counties. 
Eastern Wood-Pewees, Acadian, and Willow flycatchers were a week to 10 days late 
in their return. A singing Alder Flycatcher was unusual for Green Bottom WMA(HS) 
on May 17. Least Flycatchers were found in Wood(MBC) and Summers(JP) counties. 
Great Crested Flycatchers were on time to slightly late but in lower numbers. Eastern 
Kingbirds were hardly mentioned. The cold weather seemed to impact the swallows. 
Many of them seemed late in nesting. Harry Slack observed a reverse migration of 
Barn Swallows along the Ohio River during the first half of May . Large numbers were 
observed along the major streams on May 10. Fifteen hundred to two thousand 
swallows were seen that day over New River, Summers County(JP). All of our possible 
species were represented but the bulk of the number came from Tree, Barn, and Cliff 
swallows. Bank Swallows were found nesting in Doddridge(JW) and Wood(MBC) 
counties during the period. 

The last date for Brown Creeper was May lOin Wood County(MBC). House 
Wrens were a week or two late in returning. A few Winter Wrens were still present 
in Summers County(JP) at the end of the period. Ruby-crowned Kinglets were still 
present in several areas on May 10. The early date for Blue-gray Gnatcatchers came 
from Wood County on March 21(MBC). Veery, Gray-cheeked, Swainson's, and 
Hermit thrushes were all found in the region during the Spring Migration Count, May 
10. The early date for White-eyed Vireos came from Wood County on Aprilll(MBC). 
Solitary, Yellow-throated, and Red-eyed vireos seemed on time. 

A good many of the warblers seemed to be a few days to a week later than usual. 
An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen in Wood County in early May(MBC). Black­
throated Blue, Blackburnian, and Bay-breasted warblers were still being found in 
Wood County in late May(MBC). A Yellow-rumped Warbler was still in Kanawha 
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County in late May(HG). Both tanagers seemed to be on time. Summer Tanagers were 
found in Ritchie(VC), Wood(MBC), and Kanawha(HG) counties. Hullet Good saw a 
male with a light gold body with red spots and red head. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
appeared at a good many feeders. Blue Grosbeaks were reported from Ritchie(JW) 
and Cabell(HS) counties. Indigo Buntings seemed on time. Three Dickcissels were 
singing in Green Bottom WMA in late May(HS). Some American Tree Sparrows were 
in Wood County in early March(MBC). Vesper and Savannah sparrows could be 
found in the region. Fox Sparrows were noticeable in early April. White-throated, 
White-crowned, and Swamp sparrows and Dark-eyed Juncos were still around on 
May 10. The last date for White-crowned Sparrows came from Kanawha County on 
May 21 (HG). A Harris' Sparrow that wintered at a feeder in Parkersburg, Wood 
County was seen through May 11 (MBC). Both orioles seemed in good numbers and 
on time. A few Purple Finches were scattered about the region. House Finches 
seemed down in numbers. 

Contributors-Wendell Argabrite(WA), Virginia Cronenberger(VC), Donald 
Good(DG), Hullet Good(HG), Virginia Bly Hoover(VH), Ann McRae(AM), Mountwood 
Bird Club(MBC), Ann Sampson(AS), Paul Shaw(PS), Harry Slack(HS), and Jane 
Whitaker(JW). 
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In the Literature 

"The 1994 and 1995 Summary of the North American Breeding Bird Survey" 
(Bruce G. Peterjohn, John R. Sauer, and William A. Link. 1996, Bird Populations, 3, 
48-66) has been published, and ornithologists are analyzing the results. Peterjohn et 
al. analyzed the trends and population changes for individual birds over the 3D-year 
history of the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and for the 1994 and 1995 surveys. They 
also studied trends for 12 groups of birds having similar habitats. 

Over the entire survey period, western species show a higher percent of species 
with positive trends (55.4%). Overall, 50.2%ofspecies increased. Of species showing 
significant changes, 97 species increased and 103 decreased. Of the habitat groups, 
grassland birds show the most serious decline and are in very poor shape in the 
Eastern BBS Region, where only 3% of the species increased. This result might be 
expected in the east because of increases in forest habitat at the expense of 
grasslands, but the overall trend is down for grassland birds in the west as well. 
Survey-wide, the Vesper Sparrow was down 10.1% in 1995, while the Savannah 
Sparrow and Grasshopper Sparrow showed no significant trends. Wetland species 
improved with the best increases in the Western Region. Scrub/successional habitat 
species had a greater percentage of species increasing in 1993 to 1994 than the 30-
year average of38.4%, but scrub/successional birds also have a relatively low number 
of species with positive trends. The White-eyed Vireo was down 8.6% from 1994 to 
1995. The Eastern Towhee was down 7.2%, and the Field Sparrow made an insignifi­
cant recovery in 1995 after a 10.5% decrease from 1993 to 1994. In the east succes­
sional habitats are maturing into forest, and the number of woodland species with 
positive trends has increased since 1993. Cavity-nesting species also have more 
species with positive trends in the Eastern Region as might be expected. 

Of urban species 67.6% made gains since 1993. Permanent residents with positive 
trends were higher in the Eastern Region since 1993 than the 3D-year average of53%. 
Overall, Neotropical migrants with significant positive trends decreased from 56.3% 
in 1993 to 1994 to 39.9% in 1994 to 1995, butthere has been little change nationwide 
over the history of the study, especially in the west. In the Eastern Region the trend 
since 1993 was slightly above the 3D-year average. A few Neotropical species with 
interesting trends are Red-eyed Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, and 
Baltimore Oriole with significantly increased numbers since 1993. Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, Great Crested Flycatcher, Barn Swallow, Northern Parula, Black-throated 
Green Warbler, Wood Thrush, and Mourning Warbler had significant declines. Many 
others showed no significant change, or were up in one interval and down in the other, 
and most Neotropical species have remained stable across North America. More 
information can be obtained from the BBS home page http:www.mbr.nbs.gov/bbs/ 
bbs.html. 

A.R. Buckelew Jr. 
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Book Reviews 

The Birds of North America, Life Histories for the 21st Century edited by 
Alan F. Poole and Frank B. Gill. 1992-2001 (projected year of completion). 
Philadelphia: The Academy of Natural Sciences/Washington, DC: The American 
Ornithologists' Union. 18 volumes, $3,870 (regular standing order subscription), 
$2,500 (special bird club price) 

The Birds of North America, Life Histories for the 21st Centw:v (BNA) is a 
comprehensive treatment of North American birds expected to remain the fundamen­
tal reference for North American ornithologists well into the next century. The more 
than 700 peer reviewed species accounts are authored by one or more of 700 
ornithologists. The individual accounts are gathered together into volumes, 18 of 
which will be published by 200 I. Subscribers receive two volumes a year with a 
slipcase provided to store the 40 separately stapled and numbered accounts. The 
accounts are shipped in sets of eight as they are printed. They are published in the 
order in which the manuscripts are ready for publication, so one uses a cumulative 
index to find the numbered species. The disadvantage ofthis method of publication 
is that one will have to hunt through all 18 volumes to make a study of one taxonomic 
group, but the method allows subscribers to use species accounts as soon as they 
are available. 

Now that the monumental BNA project is half completed one can study many 
species accounts and appreciate the very fine resource that the Philadelphia Acad­
emy of Natural Sciences and AOU are making available to us. I have studied a number 
of these accounts including those on the Red-tailed Hawk, Spotted Sandpiper, Blue­
gray Gnatcatcher, and Ovenbird, and two written by George A. Hall: the Magnolia 
Warbler and Yellow-throated Warbler. 

Each species account includes a range map, color photograph, and monochrome 
drawing of the species; figures showing the annual cycle of breeding and molts; 
sonograms of the species' songs and calls; and other figures and tables reflecting 
the author's interest and information available. For example, some of the accounts 
include maps showing relative abundance and distribution from Breeding Bird 
Survey data and most have tables of measurements and mass. The Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher account has tables offood from stomach analysis, drawings illustrating 
behavioral postures, and a table of nest initiation dates by latitude. 

The main sections of the species accounts include an introduction, Distinguish­
ing Characteristics, Distribution (AOU Check-List region, historical changes in 
distribution, fossil history), Systematics (geographical variation, subspecies), Mi­
gration (nature of migration, timing and routes of migration, migratory behavior, 
control and physiology of migration), Habitat (breeding range, nonbreeding range), 
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Food Habits (feeding, diet, nutrition and energetics, metabolism and temperature 
regulation, drinking, pellet casting, and defecation), Sounds (vocalizations, calls, 
mechanical), Behavior (locomotion, self-maintenance, agonistic behavior, sexual 
behavior, social and interspecific behavior), Breeding (phenology, nest site, nest, 
eggs, incubation, hatching, young birds, diseases and body parasites, parental care, 
cooperative breeding, brood parasitism, fledgling stage, immature stage), Demography 
and Populations (measures of breeding activity, range, population status, population 
regulation), Conservation and Management (effects of human activity, manage­
ment), Appearance (molts and plumages, bare parts, measurement, mass), 
Acknowledgements, and References. 

The categories are listed in every account, and ifno information is available for 
a particular category, the author says so. In the Ovenbird account, for example, the 
authors write, "Not known to occur," for Non-Vocal Sounds and, "No evidence 
available," for Dominance Hierarchies. This practice makes the reader aware of an 
effort made to find the information and may alert researchers to areas where more work 
might be done. Accounts on species that are difficult to observe are relatively short 
as one might expect. The Yellow-throated Warbler, for which relatively little informa­
tion was available, has a 15-page account, while the more thoroughly studied and 
more easily observed Spotted Sandpiper has a 31-page account. Many of the authors 
publish the results of their own unpublished observations and those of others. Most 
authors made appeals for information on their species in the ornithology societies' 
newsletters and publish the results of their correspondence in the accounts. George 
Hall's Yellow-throated Warbler account has previously unpublished information on 
feeding habits, vocalizations, eggs, fledging, and measurements, and a section 
entitled, "Priorities for Future Research." 

The BNA is a very important ornithology publication. All bird clubs should take 
advantage of the special bird club price and subscribe to the series. Although BNA 
is available in some college and university libraries, it is generally too speciallized and 
expensive for local or county libraries. Bird clubs should make it available for their 
members. 

Lives of North American Birds by Kenn Kaufman. 1996. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co. xxv, 675 pp., $35, hard covers. 

Lives of North American Birds provides life history information for 680 species of 
North American birds with emphasis on habitat, feeding, and nesting and some 
information on migration and conservation status. The accounts are brief but 
interesting and well-done summaries. The book makes a useful supplement to field 
guides. 

A.R. Buckelew Jr. 


