






























Vascular Plants of the 1996 Foray: 
Tucker County, West Virginia 

Steven D. Mace and John P. Azelvandre 

The following is a list of the vascular plants (excluding ferns and fern allies) 
seen during the 1996 Foray that were not seen on the 1960 and 199 1 Forays in 
Tucker County. For lists of plants found in this county on these two previous Forays 
see "The 1991 Foray" in The Redstart, (1992) and the Report of the Brooks Bird 
Club Foray (1960) . 

Many people contributed to this list. Especially helpful were Eleanor Bush, 
Kyle Bush, and Linnie Coon who were curators of the plant museum. Also 
contributing were Kenneth Anderson, Elizabeth Bullard, James Bullard, Clifford 
Coon, Hickory Dean, Robert Dean, Greg Eddy, Dawn Fox, Thomas Fox, Jason 
Friggens, Stephanie L. Mason, Ann Pyle, Mary Moore Rieffenberger, Maxine 
Thacker, Judith Ward, and Jane Whitaker. 

The list is in phylogenetic order as listed in the Flora of West Virginia by 
Strausbaugh and Core. 

Showy Lady's Slippers. Photo by A.R Buckelew Jr. 
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PINACEAE 
Picea abies 
Pinus pungens 

CUPRESSACEAE 
Thuja occidentalis 

GRAMINEAE 
Dacty/is glomerata 

CYFERACEAE 
Eriophorum virginicum 
Phynchospora alba 

LILIAEAE 
Trillium grandiflorum 
Smilax herbacea 
Smilax rotundifolia 

DIOSCOREACEAE 
Dioscorea vil/osa 
Dioscorea quaternata 

ORCHIDACEAE 
Cyripedium reginae 
Habenaria fimbriata 
Goodyera pubescans 

SALICACEAE 
Populas alba 

CORYLACEAE 
Betula papyrifera 
Alnus rugosa 
Alnus glutinosa· 

ARISTOLOCHlACEAE 
Asarum canadense 

RANUNCULACEAE 
Thalictrum revolutum 
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PINE FAMILY 
Norway Spruce 
Table Mountain Pine 

CYFRESSFAMILY 
Arborvitae 

GRASS FAMILY 
Orchard Grass 

SEDGE FAMILY 
Cottongrass 
Beakrush 

LILY FAMILY 
Large Flowered Trillium 
Carrion Flower 
Common Greenbrier 

YAM FAMILY 
Wild Yam 
Four-leaved Wild Yam 

ORCHID FAMILY 
Showy Lady's Slipper 
Large Purple Fringed Orchid 
Rattlesnake Plantain 

WILLOW FAMILY 
White Poplar 

HAZEL FAMILY 
Paper Birch 
Speckled Alder 
European Black Alder 

BIRTHWORT FAMILY 
Wild Ginger 

CROWFOOT FAMILY 
Waxy Meadowrue 
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Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold THYMELAEACEAE MEZEREUM FAMILY 
Coptis groenlandicum Goldthread Eleagnus umbellata Autumn Olive 

BERBERIDACEAE BARBERRY FAMILY UMBELLIFERAE CARROT FAMILY 
Berberis thunbergii Japanese Barberry Sanicula gregaria Clustered Snakeroot 

Conium maculatum Poison Hemlock 
SARRACENIACEAE PITCHER PLANT FAMILY Pastinaca sativa Parsnip 

Sarracenia purpurea Pitcher Plant 

ERICACEAE HEATH FAMILY 
SAXIFRAGACEAE SAXIFRAGE FAMILY Rhododendron roseum Rose Azalea 

Parnassia asarifolia Kidneyleaf Grass of Parnassus Calluna vulgaris Heather 
Ribes glandulosum Skunk Current Gaylussacia baccata Black Huckleberry 
Ribes sativum Garden Current Vaccinium myrtilloides Velvetleaf Blueberry 

Vaccinium macrocarpon Large Cranberry 
ROSACEAE ROSE FAMILY 

Amelanchier spicata Low Serviceberry OLEACEAE OLIVE FAMILY 
Amelanchier arborea Common Serviceberry Fraxinus nigra Black Ash 
Rubus allegheniensis Blackberry Ligustrum vulgare Privet 

LEGUMINOSAE PULSE FAMILY POLEMONIACEAE POLEMONIUM F AMIL Y 
Lespedeza violacea Bush Clover Polemonium van-bruntiae Jacob's Ladder 
Lathyrus latifolia Everlasting Pea 

SOLANACEAE NIGHTSHADE FAMILY 
GERANIACEAE GERANIUM Solanaum americana Black Nightshade 

Geranium columbinum Long-stalked Crane's Bill Physalis ambigua Villous Ground-cherry 

EUPHORBIACEAE SPURGE FAMILY SCROPHULARIACEAE FIGWORT FAMILY 
Euphorbia purpurea Glade Spurge Veronica sepyllifolia Thyme Leaved Speedwell 

Veronica americana American Brookline 
AQUIFOLIACEAE HOLLY FAMILY Pedicularis canadensis Common Lousewort 

I1ex collina Long-stalked Holly 

RUBIACEAE MADDER FAMILY 
CELASTRACEAE ST AFITREE FAMILY Galium lanceolatum Lanceleaf Wild Liquorice 

Celastrus scandens Climbing Bittersweet 

CAPRIFOLIACEAE HONEYSUCKLE FAMILY 
GUTIIFERAE SAINT JOHN'S-WORT FAMILY Lonicera tartaria Tartarian Honeysuckle 

Hypericum virginicum Marsh St. John's-wort 

COMPOSITAE COMPOSITE FAMILY 
VIOLACEAE VIOLET FAMILY Bellis perennis English Daisy 

Viola primulifolia Primrose-leaf Violet Helianthus laetijIorus Showy Sunflower 
Viola rostrata Long-spurred Violet 
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Verbesina a/ternijolia 
Tussi/ago farfara 
Cirsium pumilum 
Cichorium intybus 
Prenanthes trijoliata 
Hieracium pi/ose//a 
Hieracium scab rum 

Wing-stem 
Coltsfoot 
Bull Thistle 
Chicory 
Lion's Foot 
Mouse-eared Hawkweed 
Rough Hawkweed 

*European Black Alder (Alnus glutinosa) , common around Olson Lookout Tower, 
is not listed in the Flora of West Virginia . 

Purple Fringed Orchid. Photo by A.R. Buckelew Jr. 
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1996 Foray Weather Report 

Oran Matthey 

Temperature and Relative Humidity 

Date 6 a.m. Noon 6p.m. Rainfall 

6115 60° 72° 80° 0 
ReI. H. 100% 

6/16 58° 82° 86° 0 
ReI. H 100% 

6117 62° 80° 83° 0 

6118 61° 80° 84° 0.4 in. 
ReI. H. 100% 

6119 66° 76° 74° 0.7 in. 

6120 63° 75° 79° 0.4 in. 

612 1 64° 73° 77° 0 
ReI. H. 97% 

6122 

1241 Penn St. 
Clarksburg, WV 26301 
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Participants at the Tucker County Foray, 1996 

* Scott Albaugh, * John David Anderson, Kenneth Anderson, * John Azelvandre, 
Mike Barnes, Ralph Bell, Mary Lou Brown, Elizabeth Bullard, James Bullard, 
Albert R. Buckelew Jr., Eleanor Bush, Kyle Bush, Spencer Carter, Mildred Clark, 
Carolyn Conrad, Dorothy Conrad, Clifford Coon, Linnie Coon, Virginia 
Cronenberger, John Cusack, Christen Deal, Jeff Deal, Hickory Dean, Robert Dean, 
R. L. Diener, JoAnn Diener, Greg Eddy, Sharleen Eddy, Nancy Eddy, Kalee 
Edmonds, William Edmonds, Cynthia Ellis, Andrew Emrick, Janice Emrick, 
Rachel Emrick, Scott Emrick, #Robin Estep, Sue Fiegener, Dawn Fox, Thomas 
Fox, John Fox, Matthew Fox, Deana Fijewski, Jason Friggens. 

*Jocelyn Godwin, LeJay Graffious, JoAnn Graham, Philip Graham, #Mary 
Groome, George Hall, *Luke Head, Wilma Jarrell, John Jacobs, Mary Jacobs, Karl 
Jacobson, Nicholas Johnson, Virginia Johnson, Marjorie KeatIey, Ben Kiff, Maxine 
Kiff, Christa Lightburn, Robert Lightburn, Ashley Lightburn, Kelby Lightburn, 
Tito Lightburn, Joshua Lipton, Cynthia Luntz, Steven Mace, *Martha Manuel, 
Shirley Martin, *Stephanie Mason, Oran Matthey, Polly Matthey, *Karen McClure, 
Carol McCullough, Frederick McCullough, Matthew Nida, Melissa Nida, William 
Noonan, Elizabeth Noonan, John Northeimer. 

Lisa Petroske, Joyce Preece, Ann Pyle, Mary Moore Rieffenberger, Robert 
Rine, *Gary Ritter, *Tiffany Sacco, David Schroeder, Donald Shearer, Martha 
Shearer, *Wesley Simmons, Carl Slater, Juanita Slater, Carol Stickel, Fred 
Temple, Patricia Temple, Maxine Thacker, David Thomasson, Matthew Thomasson, 
Elsa Thompson, Andy Thompson, Jade Thompson, Annalea Thompson, Nat 
Thompson, *Ryan Tomazin, Judith Ward, Elizabeth Weimer, Jane Whitaker, Leon 
Wilson, Amy Witsberger. 

* Scholarship 
# Ohio County Teacher Scholarship 
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Foray Participants. Photo by A.R. Buckelew Jr. 
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Field Notes 
Summer Season 
June-August, 1996 

James D. PhilIips, Editor 

The weather for the season was rather mild. Some areas experienced some 
heavy rains but no flooding as in the past two seasons. Temperatures were cooler 
than in recent summers. 

Loons through falcons-A Common Loon in breeding plumage was observed 
below Sandstone Falls on New River, Raleigh County on July 22(JP) and two 
individuals were seen on Moncove Lake, Monroe County(AM) on August 3. Pied­
billed Grebes were present in Wood County through the first week of June(MBC) . 
Harry Slack found two Double-crested Cormorants on the Ohio River at Hunting­
ton, Cabell County on August 9 and 13 on August 29, while Mountwood Bird Club 
members found them two to three weeks earlier in Wood County with a high count 
of 19 birds in late August(MBC) . As many as three Least Bitterns were present in 
the Green Bottom Wildlife Management Area, CabelI County(HS) during the first 
half of June. Great Blue Herons were reported from the folIowing counties: 
Mercer(AM), Summers(JP), Monroe(JP), Upshur(VH), CabelI(HS), Jackson(HG), 
and Ritchie(VC). Great Egret sightings continue to increase. Birds were seen in 
Mercer(AM), Summers(JP), Monroe(JP), Greenbrier(JP), Wood)MBC), Cabell(HS), 
and Ritchie(VC) counties. 

Two immature Little Blue Herons spent a few days on a mudflat near the 
mouth of the Bluestone River, Summers County(JP) in early August. Judging from 
the comments on Green Herons, they seemed to have had a good season in the state. 
Black-crowned Night-Herons were found in Wood County from mid-July to the 
end of the period(MBC). A. Buckelew reports that Susan Olcott, a WVDNR 
biologist, discovered a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron nest in the Pleasant's Creek 
Wildlife Management Area, Taylor County but the nest was abandoned by June 18. 
Canada Goose and Mallard populations continue to explode. Several reporters 
found Wood Duck families in their neighborhoods. 

Both vultures were in their normal haunts . Most of the hawks seemed to be 
doing well . Bald Eagles were reported from the Bluestone River, Summers 
County(JP) and the Ohio River, Wood County(MBC). The Osprey hacking 
program along the Ohio River seems to be working. Two adults (at least one with 
a leg band) raised three fledglings on Neal Island. Elsewhere, this species was 
reported in July in Cabell(HS) and Summers(JP) counties, and early August in 
Mercer County(YJ). A Golden Eagle was seen in Camp Creek State Park, Mercer 
County in June(TL). A Peregrine Falcon was seen in Huntington, Cabell County 
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in early July(HS). American Kestrels were mentioned for Summers(JP) and 
Ritchie(VC) counties. 

Grouse through shrikes-Ruffed Grouse were noted in Upshur(VH), 
Summers(JP), and Ritchie(VC) counties. Wild Turkeys continue to do well. There 
was one June record for N. Bobwhite at Green Bottom WMA(HS) and three adults 
visited a yard in Wood County all summer(MBC). At least three Virginia Rails 
were present at Green Bottom WMA all season(HS). Common Moorhens (at least 
four adultsand seven young) nested at Green Bottom WMA(HS). American Coots 
appeared in that area by July(HS). An adult Sandhill Crane was found at Sand 
Creek, Wood County on July 15(MBC). 

There were no reports of Greater Yellowlegs, but Lesser Yellowlegs were 
present as early as mid-July(MBC) in Wood County and still in Berkeley County 
as late as the end of the period(SM). Solitary Sandpipers appeared by July lOCHS) 
and remained through the period(SM). Spotted Sandpipers were in Summers 
County(JP) in early June, Braxton County in early July(HG), and Wood County in 
mid-July(MBC) . Eight Semipalmated Sandpipers were seen in Wood County(MBC) 
on June 7 and one individual on July 17. Least Sandpipers were seen in July and 
August in Wood(MBC) and Berkeley(SM) counties. A Short-billed Dowitcher in 
breeding plumage spent a couple of days in July in Wood County(MBC). 

Two Common Terns and one Black Tern were found in Mercer(JP, AM) 
County on August 12 and 13. Four Forster's Terns were seen along the Ohio River, 
Cabell County on June 15(HS). Both cuckoos seemed well, and only the usual 
Eastern Screech-, Great Horned, and Barred owls were found. Common 
Nighthawks were found across the state by the end of the period. Some contributors 
commented on low numbers or complete absence of this species. Ritchie County 
was the only location reporting Whip-poor-wills(VC). Most contributors had good 
numbers of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. 

Northern Flickers and Pileated Woodpeckers were the only woodpeckers 
mentioned and they seemed to be doing well. There seemed to be a scarcity of 
flycatchers . Eastern Wood-Pewees were noted in Ritchie(VC) and Sumrners(JP) 
counties. A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was banded near Sandstone Falls, Raleigh 
County in August(DS). Acadian Flycatchers were noted in Ritchie(VC) County 
and Willow Flycatchers in Mercer(JP) County. As expected, Eastern Phoebes, 
Great Crested Flycatchers, and E. Kingbirds were most noticeable. The only 
notes of Purple Martins came from Kanawha(HG) and Upshur(VH) counties. 
Tree Swallows were noted by more observers. Ann and Grady McRae saw more 
than 100 Bank Swallows on a wire over the New River near the VirginialWest 
Virginia state line on June 27. Harry Slack thought competition with Barn 
Swallows had reduced the number of Cliff Swallows nesting in Beech Fork State 
Park, Wayne County. Concern was expressed on a Bethesda, Ohio farm when lots 
of unused Barn Swallow nests were found. Nearby were four dead adults with 
young in the nest(DD). 
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Common Ravens were seen in Berkeley(SM), Summers(JP), and 
Pocahontas(HG) counties. A Red-breasted Nuthatch was still present in Mercer(CC) 
County the first week of June. Carolina and House wrens were the only wrens 
mentioned. A Veery was seen in Berkeley County at the end of the period(SM). 
Hermit Thrushes were only reported from Pocahontas(HG) County. Virginia Bly 
Hoover noted unusually colored American Robins going through Upshur County 
in late August. They were grayer than usual. An adult Loggerhead Shrike was seen 
feeding two juveniles near Peterstown, Monroe County on June 29(JP). 

Vireos through finches-Most of the vireos were at least mentioned but there 
was no record of breeding Solitary Vireos. Golden-winged Warblers nested in 
Pipestem State Park, Summers County(JP). Blue-winged Warblers were found in 
Ritchie(VC) County. Nashville Warblers were noted in Berkeley County in late 
August(SM). Northern Parula Warblers nested in Summers(JP), Kanawha(HG), 
Upshur(VH), and Ritchie(VC) counties. Black-throated Green Warblers were 
heard in Camp Creek State Park, Mercer County(AM). Yellow-throated Warblers 
were noted in Kanawha(HG), Summers(JP), and Ritchie(VC) counties. Common 
Yellowthroats and American Redstarts seemed to do well. The only note of 
Wilson's Warblers came from Berkeley County in late August(SM). Yellow­
breasted Chats were seen in Ritchie(VC) and Upshur(VH) counties. 

Summer Tanagers were seen in Kanawha(HG) and Ritchie(VC) counties. 
Little mention was made of Scarlet Tanagers. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were not 
found in Wood County until June 13(MBC). Indigo Buntings seemed common and 
widespread. No nesting was confirmed but Dickcissels were present at Greenbottom 
WMA and in Mason County during the period(HS). Chipping, Field, and Song 
sparrows seemed in their usual numbers . Grasshopper Sparrows were found in 
Mason(HS) and Summers(JP) counties. Orchard and Baltimore orioles seemed to 
do well with the Orchard Oriole maybe being the more common ofthe two in the 
Kanawha Valley(HG) . Some areas had normal to low numbers of House Finches. 
Pine Siskins nested at Snowshoe Resort, Pocahontas County(KM). Unusual was a 
female Evening Grosbeak in Summers County the second week of June(JP). 

Contributors-A.R. Buckelew Jr .CJB), Carl Chapman(CC), Virginia 
Cronenberger(VC), Dolores Devaul(DD), Hullet Good(HG), Virginia Bly 
Hoover(VH), Yvonne Johnson(YJ), Todd Lonanacre(TL), Karen McClure(KM), 
Ann McRae(AM), Stauffer Miller(SM), Mountwood Bird Club(MBC), Harry 
Slack(HS), and Dollie Stover(DS). 
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In the Literature 

Albert R. Buckelew Jr. 

Prior to 1984 I contributed occasional notes gleaned from the ornithological 
literature in a section of The Redstart called "In the Literature." I stopped doing this 
when my responsibilities to the West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas became heavy. 
I will be contributing this section, occasionally, for our journal as space allows, 
beginning with this issue. If readers come across interesting articles from the 
literature that they would like me to consider for this eclectic review, they are 
welcome to send them to me. I don't promise to thoroughly review the ornithologi­
cal literature, only to present the occasional topic that strikes me as interesting and 
that I think the reader will find of interest, also. 

In the Fall 1996 issue of National A udubon Society Field Notes (Vol. 50, No. 
3, pp. 238- 240) M. Carter, G. Fenwick, C. Hunter, D. Pahley, D. Petit, J. Price, and 
1. Trapp present the Partners in Flight "WatchList 1996. " The list consists of a list 
of 90 bird species ranked by Partners in Flight as being most important for 
conservation. FederaBy endangered species are not included. The list is divided 
into three tiers: highest priority species, high priority species, and moderate 
priority species. Highest priority species breeding in West Virginia found on the 
WatchList are Cerulean Warbler, Swainson's Warbler, Bachman's Sparrow 
(Bachman's Sparrow is perhaps no longer breeding in West Virginia.), and 
Henslow's Sparrow. High priority species nesting in the state are Black-billed 
Cuckoo, Prairie Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, and Canada Warbler. Moderate 
priority species that breed in West Virginia are American Bittern, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Chuck-will's-widow, Chimney Swift, Red-headed Woodpecker, Olive­
sided Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Veery, Wood Thrush, Gray Catbird, 
Loggerhead Shrike, Kentucky Warbler, Dickcissel (a sporadic breeder in West 
Virginia), Field Sparrow, Lark Sparrow (also a sporadic breeder in this state), 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Bobolink, and Orchard Oriole. Partners in Flight hopes that 
the WatchList will help to focus attention on birds that are declining in numbers 
while they are still common to find ways to prevent further decline. It is hoped that 
research and response to factors that cause decline will succeed in conserving some 
of these species. Long-term monitoring is requested for all of them. 
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Book Reviews 

Birds of the Kanawha Valley by 1. Lawrence Smith. 1996 . Charleston, West 
Virginia: Handlan Chapter, Brooks Bird Club. 158 pp ., 16 color plates, $1l.95 ($10 
for BBC members) + handling, paper covers . 

Birds of the Kanawha Valley is a complete revision and expansion of Charles 
o Handley, Sr. 's Birds of the Great Kanawha Valley published in 1976 (McClain 
Printing Co., Parsons, West Virginia) . Handlan Chapter members worked on the 
project for a year, and J. Lawrence Smith, who was co-author of the first book, wrote 
the resulting volume. This book serves two purposes. It is an annotated list of the 
303 bird species recorded in the Kanawha River Valley and nine more species of 
uncertain status, and it serves as a bird finding guide for the Kanawha Valley from 
Kanawha Falls to the river's mouth on the Ohio and along the Ohio River from 
Greenbottom Wildlife Area north to Kyger Creek Power Plant, including all or 
parts of Fayette, Kanawha, Putnam, Mason, and Cabell counties. A very useful 
feature of the book is a seasonal abundance chart that depicts the arrival and 
departure dates for migrants and shows approximate seasonal abundance for 
uncommon, fairly common, and common birds . A section on finding birds provides 
maps and descriptions for eight hot spots where bird watchers have found many 
interesting birds in the past. The species accounts are completely new and updated, 
drawing on the large amount of data generated by some of the most active bird 
watchers in West Virginia. The author, J. Lawrence Smith, is a member of the 
Handlan Chapter and is the author of many articles in The Redstart. Any bird 
watcher in the Charleston area will want to own this handy guide. 

American Women Afield: Writings by Pioneering Women Naturalists by 
Marcia Myers Bonta. 1995 . College Station: Texas A & M University Press. 248 
pp., $15 .95 , paper covers. 

This book consists of biographical sketches and samples of the writings of25 
American women naturalists of the late 19th through the 20th century. Many of 
these women botanists, entomologists, ornithologists, and ecologists have been 
forgotten, although they all made significant contributions to science or education. 
The writings chosen by Marcia Myers Bonta reflect the authors' philosophies on 
conservation, the reactions of their contemporaries to their work, their field 
methods, and anecdotes concerning their family and professional relationships and 
the difficulties many of them encountered in trying to accomplish their goals. The 
biographies are brief but informative and interesting, as are the selected writings. 
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Seven female ornithologists are included in the book. Graceanna Lewis (1821-
1912) spent the early part of her career at the Academy of Natural Sciences in 
Philadelphia where she was encouraged in her work by John Cassin, and she began 
and published the first part of a 10-part Natural History of Birds, a project 
abandoned after Cassin' s death. Althea Sherman (1853-1943) made detailed 
studies of the life histories of the Northern Flicker, Screech-Owl, and American 
Kestrel, and she conducted an 18-year study of the habitsof the Chimney Swift. 
Many of her observations were used by Arthur Cleveland Bent in his Life Histories 
of North American Birds, and she published articles on birds in the Wilson Bulletin, 
Iowa Bird Life, and theAuk, and articles on bats in the Journal of Mamma logy. She 
spent most of her energy in her later years writing articles opposing the building 
of House Wren houses because of the destructive habits of these birds. 

Florence Merriam Bailey (1863-1948) published Birds Through an Opera 
Glass in 1889 and encouraged the use of opera glasses instead of shotguns for bird 
study. She was the first female member of the American Ornithologists' Union in 
1855, and she received the society's Brewster Medal in 1931. In 1902 Houghton 
Mifflin published her Handbook of Birds of the Western United States, which 
remained a standard reference for 50 years. Cordelia Stanwood (1865-1958) of 
Maine was known for her studies of nesting birds and for her outstanding 
photographs of birds, 38 of which were used in Edward Forbush's Birds of 
Massachusetts and Other New England States. 

Margaret Morse Nice (1883-1974) is well known for her studies of the Song 
Sparrow, which resulted in a popularly written book, The Watcher at the Nest. 
Margaret Nice was widely acclaimed professionally. She was president of the 
Wilson Ornithological Club (later the Wilson Ornithological Society) and received 
the A.O.V. Brewster Medal in 1942 for her Song Sparrow work. Amelia Laskey 
(1885-1973) was best known for her life history studies of birds. She conducted a 
34-year study of Mockingbirds, banding 900 mockingbirds during her study. She 
published 153 articles in ornithology journals. Laskey was also interested in the 
rehabilitation of injured birds. Ruth Harris Thomas (1900-1973) studied Eastern 
Bluebirds and Brown Thrashers. Her "Study of Eastern Bluebirds in Arkansas" was 
published in the Wilson Bulletin in 1946. She contributed articles to several 
journals and was made a fellow of the A.O.V. in 1950. 

A Guide to the Identification and Natural History of the Sparrows of the United 
States and Canada by JamesD. Rising with illustrations by DavidD. Beadle. 1996. 
San Diego, California: Academic Press, Inc. 365 + xii pp., 27 color plates, $19.95, 
paper covers, $39.95, hard covers. 

Sparrows and Buntings: A Guide to the Sparrows and Buntings of North 
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America and the World by Clive Byers, Jon Curson, and Urban Olsson. 1995 . 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 334 pp., 39 color plates, $40, hard covers. 

Rising and Beadle provide a comprehensive guide to the sparrows of North 
America north of the Mexican border, treating 62 species and 69 forms in detail. 
After a useful introduction and discussion of sparrow biology, conservation, and 
taxonomy, the species accounts follow. These accounts provide discussion of 
identification, similar species, voice, habits-especially behaviors that aid in field 
identification, habitat, range (breeding and winter), notes on where the species can 
be seen in migration, history of discovery, early accounts, population trends, 
geographical variation, subspecies or subspecies groups, measurements, mass, 
references, range maps, and breeding abundance maps from the breeding bird 
survey data. The descriptions are detailed and useful. Only subspecies that can be 
distinguished in the field are discussed. Drawings of tail feather patterns in black 
and white and of side views of the heads of similar species are helpful. Banders and 
museum workers will appreciate the measurement data. Tables provide compari­
sons of measurements for the races of juncos, a summary of winter longspur 
identifying features, and fall Chipping, Clay-colored, and Brewer's sparrows ;1t a 
glance. In the species accounts, the emphasis is on identification, but the historical 
and habitat notes are also interesting and well done. 

Covered are 62 species of the subfamily Emberizinae that occur north of 
Mexico including vagrant buntings from Asia and grassquits from the south. Rising 
recognizes recent changes in sparrow taxonomy and nomenclature made by the 
American Ornithologists' Union, but he goes farther and also splits the Sage 
Sparrow into Bells and the inland Sage sparrows and the Fox Sparrow into the 
eastern Red Fox, northwestern Sooty Fox, and western Slate-colored Fox sparrows, 
anticipating an A.O.V . decision to recognize these species soon. There are separate 
discussions within species accounts for well-established races of the Dark-eyed 
Junco, Savannah Sparrow, and Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Some of the range 
maps are geographically incorrect in that there is no orthern Panhandle on West 
Virginia, yet a strange extrusion of Delaware extending north between New Jersey 
and Pennsyl vania to the ew York border is displayed. The maps are small, and the 
ranges of the birds as shown on the maps are not detailed, but they are as good as 
most field guides. 

The color plates are somewhat more saturated in color but more detailed than 
those of most commonly used field guides. Juvenal plumages and important races 
are shown, and one bird in flight with the tail spread is shown for each species. 

Byers, Curson, and Olsson's Sparrows and Buntings treats the Old World 
buntings and the sparrows of North America, Europe, Asia, and Africa, 110 species 
altogether, neglecting sparrows whose genera are found exclusively south of 
Mexico. Strictly speaking, the title of the book is misleading as there are about 156 

THE REDSTART - JANUARY, 1997 4J 



species of sparrows in the world if one includes those of South America. Nonethe­
less, this book is useful for all of orth America. 

The species accounts include detailed discussion of identification with lengthy 
comparisons with similar species, description of juvenile, adult, basic, and alter­
nate plumages, sexing, moult and ageing, measurements, geographical variation, 
relationships to other species, voice, habits, status, habitat, distribution, and 
movements. A few accounts include taxonomic notes. All subspecies are noted and 
briefly described. Within the accounts, black-and-white drawings of tail feathers 
and other plumage features are provided. The range maps show breeding and winter 
distribution on maps that have no pol itical boundaries with only major rivers and 
lakes as landmarks. The information on measurements, sexing, moult, and ageing 
will be useful to banders. Many of the color plates are lighter than those of Beadle, 
but they are fine and detailed. 

The two books reviewed here are both useful. Vagrant species in North 
America are treated in more deta il in Sparrows and Buntings, and the species 
accounts are more detailed in general. Readers will find The Sparrows o/the United 
States and Canada easier to read and use as it considers fewer species and has 
briefer accounts, and they will appreciate the BBS abundance maps and notes on 
history. Sparrows and Buntings is more technical in its descriptions and deals with 
more subspecies. 

A.R. Buckelew Jr. 
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Erratum 

The map showing the location of the Brooks Arboretum and Oak-Maple­
Hickory Singing Male Census study plots was omitted from Greg Eddy's report in 
the July, 1996 issue of The Redstart, 60(3), 80-8l. It is reproduced below: 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

ORNITHOLOGICAL BOOKS FOR SALE 

The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas by A.R. Buckelew Ir and George A. Hall 
A Field Guide to Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison Autographed . .. .......... . 
Field Guide to Western Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison .... ........ .. .... . . 
Birds of North America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer. 

$23 .75 
$14 .75 
$11.00 

Popular field guide, excellent color illus., range maps, field marks . Autographed . 
.. ...................................... .... ... Hardback $11.85 Softback $ 9.00 

West Virginia Birds by George Hall . . .. . ............. .. .... . .. . .. . ..... . . 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed (Soflback) . .. . . . 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by N. Bayard Green 

and Thomas K. Pauley .. .. . ... . .. .. ... .......... . ..... ... . .. ...... . 

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICATIONS 

No.1, 1986 Birds of the Lower Ohio River Valley in West Virginia 

$20 .00 
$10 .35 

$12.00 

by KilT, Igou, Slack, and Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 
No. 2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1.00 

edited by A.R. Buckelew Ir. 

OTHER STORE ITEMS 

Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.00 
Bumper Tag - BBC .......... . . . . . ... . .. .. . .. .... . ... . .. .. ... . . . . . .. .. .. $1.00 
BBC Shoulder Patch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50 
BBC License Plate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.00 

Add $2 for postage per order. 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 

Original papers in the field of natural history are published in The Redstart. Papers are 
judged on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. Scientific 
accuracy is most important and to this end an advisory board, selected by the editorial staIT, will 
review submitted papers. Papers should be typewritten, double spaced on one side of the paper 
only. Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIIP 

The Brooks Bird Club is a nonprofit organization whose objective is to encourage the study 
and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership includes subscrip­
tions to The Redstart and Mail Bag and entitles one to all the privileges oITered by the Club. 
Classes of membership are Student, $5; Individual, $17; Family, $20; Sustaining, $30; Life, 
$300. Checks should be written payable to The Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 423 Warwood 
Avenue, Wheeling, WV 26032. 
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