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Species

Pileated Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Eastern Wood Pewee
Acadian Flycatcher
Willow Flycatcher

Least Flycatcher

Great Crested Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe

Eastern Kingbird
Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow

Barn Swallow

Blue Jay

American Crow
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

House Wren

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird

Wood Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird

Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
European Starling
White-eyed Vireo
Yellow-throated Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Northern Parula Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Prairie Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Black-and-white Warbler

Number

24
17
63
85
4

1
16
74
15
10
3
81
22
136
24
61
16
19
29
79
52
203
328
108

13
59
147
77
30
25
187
67
23
181
42
43
57
18
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Stops Present

21
15
60
60
4
1
14
63
12
9
1
33
19
91
22
56
15
19
12
51
30
151
137
81

12
38
42
66
27
22

111
58
22

133
38
34
47
18

Species

Worm-eating Warbler
Kentucky Warbler
Hooded Warbler
American Redstart
Ovenbird

Louisiana Waterthrush
Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Yellow-breasted Chat
Summer Tanager
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Rufous-sided Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow

Song Sparrow
Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
Purple Finch

House Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
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Number

22
32
63
42
15

80
108

74
143

185
149
109

65

103
68
16
31
71
47
49

4
23
46
32

Stops Present

4
22
26
48
35
13

1
76
84

6
63

114

128
118
92
64
1
86
29
11
23
56
39
44
4
13
27
22

Table 2 lists the most abundant species recorded and the percentage of total
birds. No comparisons could be made with the former Foray in Wetzel County
(1961) because the Breeding Bird Surveys were not tried until 1965.
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Table 2

Most Abundant Species

Species Number
American Robin 328
Wood Thrush 208
Red-eyed Vireo 187
Indigo Bunting 185
Yellow Warbler 181
Rufous-sided Towhee 149
European Starling 147
Northern Cardinal 143
American Crow 136
Chipping Sparrow 109
Gray Catbird 108
Yellow-breasted Chat 108
Song Sparrow 103
Mourning Dove 101
Acadian Flycatcher 85
Barn Swallow 81
Common Yellowthroat 80
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 79
White-eyed Vireo 77
Eastern Phoebe 74
Scarlet Tanager 74

Table 3

Most Widely Distributed Species

Species Stops Present
Wood Thrush 151
American Robin 137
Yellow Warbler 133
Indigo Bunting 128

% of Total Birds

9.6
6.0
5.4
5.4
5.3
43
43
4.1
3.9
3.1
3.1
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.4
2.3
2.3
2.3
2.2
2.1
2.1

Table 3 lists the most widely distributed species. It is nice to have Wood Thrush,
Yellow-breasted Chat, and Scarlet Tanager in this group.

% of Total Stops

62.9
57.0
55.4
33:3

THE REDSTART — JANUARY, 1996

Species

Stops Present

% of Total Stops

Rufous-sided Towhee 118 49.1
Northern Cardinal 114 47.5
Red-eyed Vireo 111 46.2
Chipping Sparrow 92 38.3
American Crow 91 37.9
Song Sparrow 86 35.8
Yellow-breasted Chat 84 35.0
Gray Catbird 81 33.7
Common Yellowthroat 76 31.6
White-eyed Vireo 66 27.5
Field Sparrow 64 26.6
Mourning Dove 63 26.2
Eastern Phoebe 63 26.2
Scarlet Tanager 63 26.2
Eastern Wood Pewee 60 25.0
Acadian Flycatcher 60 25.0
Blue-winged Warbler 58 24.1

The following people participated in one or more of the Surveys: John Ander-
son, Ralph Bell, Dana Buckelew, Elizabeth Bullard, James Bullard, Kyle Bush, Sally
Cronenberger, Virginia Cronenberger, Robert Dean, Greg Eddy, Sue Fiegener,
Dawn Fox, Rudy Gelis, Sharleen Gist, LeJay Graffious, JoAnn Graham, Janice
Hassig, Seth Hill, Eugene Hutton, Jr., Reba Hutton, John Jacobs, Mary Jacobs,
Judith Knorr, Joshua Lipton, Tina Long, Steven Mace, Polly Matthey, Carol
McCullough, Frederick McCullough, Loretta Mullens, June Norris, Ann Pyle, Dave
Schroeder, Judith Ward, and Jane Whitaker.

R.D. 1, Box 229
Clarksville, PA 15322

1111 Lakeview Drive
Parkersburg, WV 26101
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Breeding Bird Records for the 1995 Foray

Polly Matthey

The 56th Annual Foray was held at Wetzel County 4-H Camp located near New
Martinsville, West Virginia. The number of persons at camp this year was a third less
than most of the Forays. There were 56 records of nests or fledged young, 25 species,
and 23 participants. I was pleased to see that one of our young people, Loretta
Mullens, was second with five nests reported. Robert Dean and JoAnn Graham each
had four species reported. I would like to thank each participant who made a special
effort to fill out nest cards at Foray.

Species

Great Blue Heron

Wood Duck

Killdeer

Mourning Dove
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker

Eastern Phoebe

Rough-winged Swallow

Barn Swallow

Tufted Titmouse

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Wood Thrush
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Obs.

JG
JG
CE
PT
CE
SH
PM
RD
RD
SG
PM
RB
V]
DB
RB
PT
DB
DB
PM
PT
MG
RD
V]
PM

Contents Hbt.

Y 1
jp 1
2Y 1
6Y-out stream

6Y-out stream

2Y 4

b 4 4

Y 02

b 02

Y 1

Y 4

3Y 2E farm
Y 1

B

E 02
Y farm
Y 4
A-on 4

Y 4

i 4

hrd 1
A-on 02
Y

Y 4
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Site

09
09
09

01
12-1
08
08
08
08
14-1
12-2
13
14-2
12-3
12-4
12-4
12-5
08
08
07
05
07

Elev.

740
740
740
720
880
620
620
680
680
900
620
740
620
660
650
1260
660
660
620
620
660
650
660
620

Location

Barker

Barker

Barker

Pine Grove
Hasting

New Martinsville
New Martinsville
New Martinsville
New Martinsville
New Martinsville
New Martinsville
New Martinsville
New Martinsville
Paden City

New Martinsville
Bebee

Minnie

Minnie

New Martinsville
New Martinsville
Minnie

New Martinsville
Minnie

New Martinsville

Species Obs. Contents Hbt. Site Elev. Location
American Robin FT Y 02 07 620 Minnie
JE A-on 9 07 660 Minnie
PM B 4 12-6 620 New Martinsville
PM Y 4 12-6 620 New Martinsville
JA A-on 4 12-6 620 New Martinsville
PM Y 4 09 620 New Martinsville
TL A-on 4 09 620 New Martinsville
PM A-on 4 12-6 620 New Martinsville
LM B 03 05 1134 Uniontown
PM Y 4 12-6 620 New Martinsville
Brown Thrasher LM Y 4 07 844 Suter
Cedar Waxwing LM B 1 07 1134 Uniontown
PM B 4 07 620 New Martinsville
SF B 0 07 1000  Hundred
European Starling JG b'd - 10 620 New Martinsville
Yellow Warbler JB Y-out 1 620 New Martinsville
GE 4Y 04 1108 Bebee
American Redstart RD A-on 02 07 660 New Martinsville
Scarlet Tanager CE A-on 1 07 660 Minnie
Chipping Sparrow JG Y < 09 620 New Martinsville
PM Y 4 09 620 New Martinsville
GE B 8 09 660 Minnie
& Y 4 09 620 New Martinsville
LM B 4 07 844 Suter
Red-winged Blackbird Jw Y 4 04 620 Paden City
Orchard Oriole SC ¥ 1 07 800 Halls Mills
Northern Oriole LM Y 4 07 844 Suter
MK Y 4 07 620 New Martinsville
RB Y road 07 1134 Hundred
JE Y 0 07 660 Minnie
PM Y 4 07 660 Paden City
PM Y 4 07 620 New Martinsville
LEGEND:

OBSERVER (Obs.): JA = John David Anderson, RB = Ralph Bell, DB = Dana
Buckelew, JB = James Bullard, SC = Sally Cronenberger, RD = Robert Dean, GE =
Greg Eddy, CE = Cynthia Ellis, JE = Janice Emrick, SF = Sue Fiegener, SG =
Sharleen Gist, JG = JoAnn Graham, MG = Mary Groome, SH = Seth Hill, VJ =
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Virginia Johnson, MK = Marjorie Keatley, TL = Tina Long, PM = Polly Matthey,
LM = Loretta Mullens, CS = Carl Slater, FT = Fred Temple, PT = Patricia Temple,
JW = Jane Whitaker.

CONTENT (Cont.): A-on = adult on nest, B = nest being built, Y = young in nest
or being fed, E = eggs in nest, Y-out = young out of nest fed by adult.

HABITAT (Hbt.): 1 = woods, 4 = field, 8 = suburban, 9 = urban, o = other, 02 =
deciduous, 03 = mixed, 06 = fallow.

NEST SITE (Site): 01 = bare ground, 04 = low vegetation, 05 = shrub, 07 =
deciduous tree branch, 08 = deciduous tree cavity, 09 = conifer branch, 10 = conifer
cavity, 12-1 = lamp post, 12-2 = porch column, 12-3 = barn beams, 12-4 = barn
rafters, 12-5 = stage, 12-6 = picnic shelter, 13 = cliff or bank, 14-1 = bridge, 14-2
= drain pipe.

ELEVATION (Elev.): in feet above sea level.

LOCATION: in relation to nearest town.

1241 Penn Street
Clarksburg, WV 26301
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Reptiles and Amphibians of the 1995 Foray

Jane J. Whitaker

We collected 23 species of reptiles and amphibians at the 1995 Foray. An
asterisk in the following list denotes species found in both 1961 as well as 1995. As
in 1961, Fowler’s and American toads were both plentiful in approximately equal
numbers. Those species observed in 1961 but not found in 1995 were Seal Sala-
mander (Desmognathus monticola), Ravine Salamander (Plethodon richmondi),
Spring Salamander (Gyrinophilus porphyriticus), Longtail Salamander (Eurycea
longicauda), Mountain Chorus Frog (Pseudacris brachyphona), and Northern
Fence Lizard (Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus).

There was high water at the beginning of the Foray and intermittent rain
throughout the week. There were no “night hunts” for herptiles. These factors may
have influenced the total species count and the lack of salamander species as
compared to the 1961 Foray. Most specimens were single observations or road kills.
The exceptions, which seemed to be common, were Northern Dusky Salamander,
American Toad, Fowler’s Toad, Grey Tree Frog, Eastern Box Turtle, and Midland
Painted Turtle, which were numerous at Conway Lake, Tyler County.

There was enthusiastic participation by Foray members in collecting the speci-
mens for identification and in reporting sightings. The following individuals helped
to find the reported specimens: Michael Breiding, John Bell, Dana Buckelew,
Robert Dean, Greg Eddy, Thomas Fox, Seth Hill, Carol McCullough, Steven Mace,
Carl Slater, Tom Taylor (an amateur herpetologist who was camping at Lewis
Wetzel campground who found the Timber Rattlesnakes and Northern Ringneck
Snake), Fred Temple, and Patricia Temple.

CLASS AMPHIBIA
Order Caudata—Salamanders
Red-spotted Newt, eft (Notophthalmus viridescens v.)
Northern Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus fuscus f.)
Redback Salamander (Plethodon cinereus)
Slimy Salamander (Plethodon gultinosus g.)*
Northern Two-lined Salamander (Eurycea bislineata b.)*

Order Salienta—Toads and Frogs
Eastern American Toad (Bufo americanus a.)*
Fowler’s Toad (Bufo woodhouseii fowleri)*
Grey Tree Frog (Hyla chrysoscelis)*
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Bull Frog (Rana catesbeiana)*
Green Frog (Rana clamitans melanota)*
Northern Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens)

CLASS REPTILIA
Order Testudines—Turtles
Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina ser.)
Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina c.)
Midland Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta marginate)
Eastern Spiny Softshell (Trionyx spiniferus s.)

Order Squamata—Lizards and Snakes
Suborder Serpentes—Snakes
Queen Snake (Regina septemvittata)*
Northern Water Snake (Nerodia sipedon s5.)*
Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis s.)
Northern Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus edwardsii)*
Northern Black Racer (Coluber constrictor c.)
Black Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta 0.)*
Eastern Milk Snake (Lampropeltis getulus g.)*
Timber Rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus)*

3817 Windom P1. N.-W.
Washington, DC 20016
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Lepidoptera of the 1995 Wetzel County Foray

Virginia Johnson

On Sunday evening Mark Garland, of the Audubon Naturalist Society in Chevy
Chase, Maryland, presented an excellent and informative slide program on butter-
flies. The next morning he and Richard Bray led a field trip at camp with many of the
group, armed with butterfly nets, assisting in the capture of the butterflies. Those
netted were examined and shown to the group and then released. The method of
release was unique in that Mark placed each butterfly on the nose of a member to see
how long it would stay before flying away. The afternoon part of the field trip was
spent at a field along Route 2 outside New Martinsville where several other species
were caught and observed.

Butterflies

Zebra Swallowtail*
Black Swallowtail*

Tiger Swallowtail*
Cabbage Butterfly*
Clouded Sulphur*
Alfalfa Sulphur*

Eastern Tailed Blue*
Spring Azure*

Great Spangled Fritillary*
Silvery Checkerspot*
Hop Merchant

Red Admiral

Red-spotted Purple*
Hackberry Butterfly
Tawny Emperor
Northern Pearly Eye
Appalachian Eyed Brown
Little Wood Satyr*
Silver-spotted Skipper*
Wild Indigo Dusky Wing*
Least Skipper*

European Skipper*
Peck’s Skipper*
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Eurytides marcellus
Papilio polyxenes
Papilio glaucus
Pieris rapae

Colias philodice
Colias eurytheme
Everes comyntas
Celastrina argiolus
Speyeria cybele
Chlosyne nycteis
Polygonia comma
Vanessa atalanta
Limenitis arthemis astyanax
Asterocampa celtis
Asterocampa clyton
Enodia anthedon
Satyrodes appalachia
Megisto cymela
Epargyreus clarus
Erynnis baptisiae
Ancyloxypha numitor
Thymelicus lineola
Polites peckius
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Moths

Luna Moth Actias luna
Virgin Tiger Moth Grammia virgo

* indicates those found on the Monday field trip.

References

Opler, P. A. (1992). A Field Guide to Eastern Butterflies. Boston, MA: Houghton
Mifflin Company.

Opler, P. A. (1994). Peterson First Guide to Butterflies and Moths. Boston, MA:
Houghton Mifflin Company.

24 Robinson St.

Uniontown, PA 15401
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1995 Wetzel County Foray Ferns

Ann H. Pyle

Following is the list of fern and fern allies reported during the 1995 Wetzel

County Foray:

EQUISETACEAE
Equisetum arvense
E. arvense v.

LYCOPODIACEAE
Lycopodium flabelliforme

OPHIOGLOSSACEAE
Botrychium matricariaefolium
B. dissectum f. obliquum
B. virginianum

OSMUNDACEAE
Osmunda claytoniana

POLYPODIACEAE
Woodsia obtusa
Cystopteris fragilis
Onoclea sensibilis
Phegopteris hexagonoptera
Thelypteris noveboracensis
Dryopteris goldiana
D. marginalis
D. neo-wherryi
D. spinulosa
D. intermedia
Polystichum acrostichoides
Dennstaedtia punctilobula
Athyrium pycnocarpon
A. thelypterioides
A. angustum
Camptosorus rhizophyllus
Asplenium platyneuron
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Common Horsetail
C. Horsetail, branches forking

Groundpine

Grapefern
Cutleaf Grapefern
Rattlesnake Fern

Interrupted Fern

Blunt-lobed Woodsia
Brittle Fern

Sensitive Fern

Broad Beech Fern

New York Fern
Goldie’s Shield Fern
Marginal Shield Fern
Susquehanna Wood Fern
Spinulose Shield Fern
Intermediate Wood Fern
Christmas Fern
Hay-scented Fern

Glade Fern

Silvery Athyrium
Northeastern Lady Fern
Walking Fern

Ebony Spleenwort
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Adiantum pedatum Maidenhair Fern
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Polypodium virginianum Common Polypody

The Dryopteris neo-wherryi (Susquehanna Wood Fern) was found by Greg
Eddy, who brought in a frond from a study plot area. It was a very large and robust
sample. Michael Breiding then went to the location to identify the fern and noted the
Marginal Shield and Goldie’s Shield ferns, which also occur in that area and were
possible parents of this new hybrid record for the county. The Susquehanna Wood
Fern is rare in West Virginia. Michael had previously reported this fern from
Monongalia County. (See Breiding, M. A., 1975, American Fern Journal, 65, 29,
and Additions and Corrections to P. D. Strausbaugh and Earl L. Core (n.d.) Flora of
West Virginia, Second Edition. Grantsville, WV: Seneca Books, Inc.)

Along the highway at the base of an enormous roadcut was found an expansive
colony of Equisetum, apparently the species arvense, with the branches forking.
None in the searching group had previously seen this form of E. arvense.

1111 Lakeview Drive
Parkersburg, WV 26104
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Vascular Plants of the 1995 Foray:
Wetzel County, West Virginia

Steven D. Mace

The following is a list of the vascular plants, excluding ferns and fern allies, seen
during the 1995 Foray that were not seen on the 1961 Foray. For the 1961 Foray plant
list see Report of the Brooks Bird Club Foray: 1961 Wetzel County 4-H Camp, New
Martinsville, West Virginia. Copies of the Report are available in the Brooks Bird
Club clubroom in Wheeling, West Virginia.

Especially helpful in the preparation of this list were Dr. Eugene E. Hutton, Jr.
and Reba Hutton who were curators of the plant museum, Dr. Kyle Bush, Eleanor
Bush, Rudy Gelis, and Tina Long. Others helpers include Robert Dean, Mary Moore
Rieffenberger, Ann Pyle, Thomas Fox, Jane Whitaker, James Bullard, Elizabeth

Bullard, and Janice Hassig.

The list is in phylogenetic order as listed in the Flora of West Virginia by

Strausbaugh and Core.

TYPHACEAE
Typha angustifolia

ALISMATACEAE
Sagittaria latifolia

CYPERACEAE
Eleocharis tenuis

ARACEAE
Arisaema dragontium

COMMELINACEAE
Tradescantia virginiana

LILIAEAE
Chamaelirium luteum
Allium vineale
Yucca filamentosa
Asparagus officinalis
Smilacina racemosa
Smilax herbacea
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CATTAIL FAMILY
Narrow-leaved Cattail

WATER PLANTAIN FAMILY
Duck-potato

SEDGE FAMILY
Kill Cow

ARUM FAMILY
Green Dragon

SPIDERWORT FAMILY
Spiderwort

LILY FAMILY
Devil’s Bit
Wild Garlic
Adam’s Needle
Garden Asparagus
Plumelily
Carrion Flower
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AMARYLLIDACEAE
Hypoxis hirsuta

IRIDACEAE

Sisyrinchium angustifolium

Iris pseudacorus

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE
Asarum canadense

POLYGONACEAE
Polygonum cuspidatum

CARYOPHYLLACEAE
Stellaria graminea
Silene cucubalus
Silene antirrhina
Dianthus barbatus

RANUNCULAEAE
Ranunculus abortivus

PAPAVERACEAE
Sanguinaria canadensis

CRUCIFERAE
Thlaspi arvense
Aliaria officinalis
Hesperis matronalis
Rorippa islandica
Barbarea vulgaris

SAXIFRAGACEAE
Mitella diphylla

ROSACEAE
Aruncus dioicus
Geum canadense
Rosa multiflora
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AMARYLLIS FAMILY
Yellow Stargrass

IRIS FAMILY
Blue-eyed Grass
Yellow Iris

BIRTHWORT FAMILY
Wild Ginger

BUCKWHEAT FAMILY
Japanese Knotweed

PINK FAMILY
Lesser Stitchwort
Bladder Campion
Sleepy Catchfly
Sweet William

CROWFOOT FAMILY
Kidneyleaf Crowfoot

POPPY FAMILY
Bloodroot

MUSTARD FAMILY
Field Pennycress
Garlic Mustard
Dame’s Rocket
Marsh Yellow Cress
Winter Cress

SAXIFRAGE FAMILY
Bishop’s-cap

ROSE FAMILY
Goatsbeard
White Avens
Multiflora Rose
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LEGUMINOSAE
Trifolium agrarium
Melilotus alba
Amorpha fruticosa

VIOLACEAE
Hybanthus concolor

THYMELAEACEAE
Elaeagnus umbellata

ONAGRACEAE
Ludwigia palustris

UMBELLIFERAE
Sanicula trifoliata
Sanicula canadensis
Zizia trifoliata
Cryptotaenia canadensis
Thaspium barbinode

PRIMULACEAE
Lysimachis nummularia

HYDROPHYLLACEAE
Hydrophyllum virginianum

LABIATAE
Salvia lyrata
Cunila origanoides

SOLANACEAE
Solanum dulcamara

SCROPHULARIACEAE
Penstemon laevigatus
Penstemon hirsutus

ACANTHACEAE
Justicia americana
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PULSE FAMILY
Yellow Hop Clover
White Sweetclover
False Indigo

VIOLET FAMILY
Green Violet

MEZEREUM FAMILY
Autumn Olive

EVENING-PRIMROSE FAMILY
Marsh Purslane

CARROT FAMILY
Trifoliate Snakeroot
Black Snakeroot
Three-leaved Golden Alexanders
Honewort
Hairy-jointed Meadow-parsnip

PRIMROSE FAMILY
Moneywort

WATERLEAF FAMILY
Virginia Waterleaf

MINT FAMILY
Wild Sage
Dittany

NIGHTSHADE FAMILY
Bittersweet Nightshade

FIGWORT FAMILY
Smooth Beardtongue
Hairy Beardtongue

ACANTHUS FAMILY
Water-willow
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RUBIACEAE

Galium mollugo

Galium tinctorium
Cephalanthus occidentalis
Houstonia canadensis

VALERIANACEAE

Valeriana pauciflora

CAMPANULACEAE

Campanula americana

COMPOSITAE
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Polymnia canadensis
Anthemis arvensis
Matricaria matricarioides
Cirsium arvense
Hieracium pratense

MADDER FAMILY
White Bedstraw
Clayton’s Bedstraw
Buttonbush
Bluets

VALERIAN FAMILY
Valerian

BLUEBELL FAMILY
Tall Bellflower

COMPOSITE FAMILY
White-flowered Leafcup
Field Chamomile
Pineapple Weed
Canada Thistle
Field Hawkweed

PO Box 122
New Haven, WV 25265
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1995 Foray Weather Data

Fred Temple

Temperature and Relative Humidity

Date 6 a.m. Noon 6 p.m. Comments
Friday, June 2 - - 71° 58 Part sunny
Sat., June 3 68° 68 70° 68 68° 70 Light rain
Sun., June 4 62° 76 68° 60 73° 58 Overcast
Mon., June 5 62° 76 75° 59 79° 60 High overcast
Tues., June 6 66° 76 79° 54 80° 56 High overcast
Wed., June 7 68° 72 84° 38 80° 65 Trace of rain;

high overcast

Thurs., June 8 70° 75 85° 40 80° 55 Clearing,
warm; high
overcast;
0.325 in rain;
t’storm mid-
night to 4 a.m.

Fri., June 9 70° 70 field trip 85° 50
Total Rain (as measured in the gauge): 0.435 inches

506 Hazlett Ave.
Wheeling, WV 26003
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1995 Foray Participants at the Wetzel County 4-H Camp. Photo by Pat Temple.
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1995 Foray Participants at the Wetzel County 4-H Camp

Scott Albaugh, John David Anderson, Gail Baker (speaker), Michael Barnes, John
Bell, Sue Bell, Ralph Bell, Michael Breiding, Dana Buckelew, Elizabeth Bullard,
James Bullard, Eleanor Bush, Kyle Bush, Carolyn Conrad, Catherine Conrad,
Cynthia Conrad, Dorothy Conrad, Luke Conrad, Matthew Conrad, Linnie Coon,
Clifford Coon, Sally Cronenberger, Virginia Cronenberger, Robert Dean, James
Denham (chef), Greg Eddy, Cynthia Ellis, Janice Emrick, Scott Emrick, Robin
Estop, Sue Fiegener, William Fiegener, Dawn Fox, Thomas Fox, Mark Garland
(speaker), Rudy Gelis, Sharleen Gist, LeJay Graffious, JoAnn Graham, Mary
Groome, Patricia Harrison, Janice Hassig, Seth Hill, Eugene Hutton, Jr., Reba
Hutton, John Jacobs, Mary Jacobs, Virginia Johnson, Marjorie Keatley, Judith
Knorr, Joshua Lipton, Matthew Long (kitchen), Tina Long, Cynthia Luntz, Steven
Mace, Oran Matthey, Polly Matthey, Karen McClure, Carol McCullough, Frederick
McCullough, Lisa McCurdie (speaker), Shirley Mullett, June Norris, Ann Pyle,
Mary Moore Rieffenberger, Robert Rine, David Schroeder, Carl Slater, Juanita
Slater, Ruth Strosnider, Fred Temple, Patricia Temple, Elsa Thompson, Judith
Ward, Jane Whitaker, Jeffery Young
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Field Notes
Summer Season
June-August, 1995

James D. Phillips, Editor

June was wet with some areas of the state reporting flooding. Temperatures were
normal. July and August were dry and very hot. Most contributors had few comments
for the season. There were a few unusual sightings for the breeding season, but as
usual the migrants received most of the attention.

Grebes through shorebirds—Pied-billed Grebes with young were observed
on Otter Creek, near Sam Black Church, Greenbrier County(PS) in June. Hullet
Good noted five Double-crested Cormorants along the Kanawha River, Kanawha
County in mid-August. Great Blue Herons were present during the season over
most of Kanawha(HG) and Summers(JP) counties. An invasion of Great Egrets
seemed to take place in early July and lasted throughout the period. At least 20
individuals could be accounted for in Mercer, Manroe, Summers(AM), and
Tucker(JN) counties. A few Green Herons were reported. Wood Ducks seemed to
have good success across the state.

There seemed to be more hawk reports than usual. The Osprey nesting activity
on the Ohio River near Parkersburg, Wood County was unsuccessful for unknown
reasons(MBC). Two Osprey fledged from a nest at Rayland, Ohio and there was a
nest at Shadyside, Ohio(BBC). Several contributors located both Sharp-shinned
and Cooper’s hawks during the season and across the region. Red-shouldered and
Red-tailed hawks were easily found but most people considered the Broad-winged
Hawks to be scarce. )

Ruffed Grouse were not mentioned but it seems everyone has plenty of Wild
Turkeys. A Northern Bobwhite was found on a breeding bird survey in Monroe
County(JP). Killdeer did especially well in the region. Greater Yellowlegs, some
unidentified peeps, and an unidentified dowitcher were seen in Wood County in late
July(MBC). Spotted Sandpipers were located along the Elk River in July(HG).
American Woodcocks were seen in Brooke(BBC) and Ritchie(VC) counties during
the summer. Four Caspian, three Black, and one Common Tern were seen in
Kanawha County in early August(HG).

Cuckoos through finches—Both cuckoos seemed to do well across the region
with the Black-billed Cuckoo maybe having a slight edge. Eastern Screech-, Great
Horned, and Barred owls were all reported across the state. Common Nighthawks
do not seem as common as in the past. A few could be found in Mercer County(JP)
all summer, but George Breiding only found one in Morgantown, Monongalia
County, and that was a possible migrant. A flock of 50 or more was seen over Preston
County on August 30(JJ). Virginia Bly Hoover heard her first Whip-poor-will in
several years in Upshur County in mid-August and one was heard in Lost River State
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Park, Hardy County in late August(JP). A stronghold for this species in West
Virginia seems to be Ritchie County(VC). They were heard in two or three locations
throughout the summer there. Some concern was expressed for Chimney Swifts but
they seemed in good numbers after breeding.

Most people had Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. John Jacobs believes he had
several hundred visiting his property in Preston County. Three Rivers Raptor Center
staff in Summers County observed hummers making regular morning visits to spider
webs and “stealing” insects from the webs. Most of the woodpeckers, except Red-
headed, seem to be doing well. Hullet Good reported a male Red-bellied Wood-
pecker teaching its young to drink from his hummingbird feeder. An adult male and
a possible sub-adult female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker were found in New River
Gorge, Fayette County during a June breeding bird survey(PS). Some contributors
considered the flycatchers to be in normal numbers and some considered them to be
down. There did not appear to be a pattern. Little mention was made of swallows.
There were only a few Purple Martins in Kanawha(HG) and Summers(JP) counties.

George Breiding found Common Ravens at a five-year high in the central part
of the state. John Jacobs was surprised by a Red-breasted Nuthatch on his place in
Preston County in late August. His property is at 2,000 feet in elevation. Breiding
checked Gaudineer Knob, Pocahontas-Randolph County line and the Highland
Scenic Highway, Pocahontas County for thrushes during the breeding season. He
found the Swainson’s Thrush to be most common at both locations. The Veery was
next, but was more common on the scenic highway than on Gaudineer and the
Hermit Thrush was more common on Gaudineer than along the scenic highway.
The Wood Thrush was more common along the highway than it was six years ago.
Other reporters had mixed feelings about the condition of the Wood Thrush. The
only report for Loggerhead Shrike came from Monroe County in early June(AM).

Most of the vireos seemed to be in pretty good shape. The following warblers
appeared to have had some breeding success: Blue-winged, Northern Parula,
Yellow, Yellow-throated, Black-and-white, American Redstart, Louisiana
Waterthrush, and Common Yellowthroat. A Swainson’s Warbler was heard in
Fayette County in mid-June(GB). Both tanagers seemed common in their usual
locations. A Summer Tanager with a red head and gold body was seen in Kanawha
County(HG). The only reports of Henslow’s Sparrows came from Preston(GB)
County on July 1 and in Brooke(BBC) County in early June. Bobolinks were present
in Fayette County through mid-August(PS). They were observed carrying food to
young. There were at least 12 females and 8 males. Both orioles seemed to be fairly
common during the season.

Contributors—George Breiding(GB), Brooks Bird Club Headquarters(BBC),
Virginia Cronenberger(VC), Hullet Good(HG), Virginia Bly Hoover(VH), John
Jacobs(JJ), Ann McRae(AM), Mountwood Bird Club(MBC), John Northeimer(JN),
and Paul Shaw(PS).

West Virgina Birding Hotline 304-736-3086
HC 78, Box 42-C
Pipestem, WV 25979
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE

ORNITHOLOGICAL BOOKS FOR SALE

The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas by A.R. Buckelew Jr and George A. Hall $23.75
A Field Guide to Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison Autographed $14.75
Field Guide to Western Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison $11.00
Birds of North America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer.

Popular field guide, excellent color illus., range maps, field marks. Autographed.

Hardback $11.85 Softback $ 9.00

West Virginia Birds by George Hall
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed (Softback)
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by N. Bayard Green

and Thomas K. Pauley

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICATIONS

No. 1, 1986 Birds of the Lower Ohio River Valley in West Virginia
by Kiff, Igou, Slack, and Wilson

No. 2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia
edited by A.R. Buckelew Jr.

OTHER STORE ITEMS

Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car
Bumper Tag - BBC
BBC Shoulder Patch
BBC License Plate
Add $2 for postage per order.

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY

Original papers in the field of natural history are published in The Redstart. Papers are
judged on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. Scientific
accuracy is most important and to this end an advisory board, selected by the editorial staff, will
review submitted papers. Papers should be typewritten, double spaced on one side of the paper
only. Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very important.

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIIP

The Brooks Bird Club is a nonprofit organization whose objective is to encourage the study
and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership includes subscrip-
tions to The Redstart and Mail Bag and entitles one to all the privileges offered by the Club.
Classes of membership are Student, $5; Individual, $17; Family, $20; Sustaining, $30; Life,
$300. Checks should be written payable to The Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood
Avenue, Wheeling, West Virginia 26003.




