
















Allegheny Front Migration Observatory: Fall Migrati on 1994 

George A. Hall 

The thirty-seventh year of bird-banding at the Allegheny Front Migration 
Observatory (A.F.M.O.), Grant County, West Virginia, was better than 1993 but it 
must be considered another poor season. Except for an early rainy period the weather 
was good and several frontal passages occurred; however, only one major flight 
developed. The station was in continuous operation from August 13 to October 9, 
and some banding was carried out on 65 days. 

A total of 4,024 birds (the sixth poorest season) of 68 species (second lowest) 
was banded with a station effort of 6,595 net-hours (fourth highest) giving a capture 
ratio of 60.02 birds per 100 net-hours (third poorest). There were 455 birds banded 
in August, 3,1 52 in September, and 433 in October. The station has now banded 
158,454 birds of 117 species and two hybrids. 0 new species were captured this 
year. 

The recapture of birds banded in previous years at this station has usually been 
limited to Dark-eyed Juncos and Common Yellowthroats, both of which nest in the 
general area. This year a junco banded in 1991 was recaptured. Of greater interest 
was the recapture of several warblers species that also breed in the area-a Black­
throated Green Warbler and two Magnolia Warblers banded in 1993 and another 
Magnolia originally banded in 1990. 

A major cold front brought the only heavy migratory movement September 8-
12 when 1,211 birds were banded. Two other periods of heavy movement that were 
not accompanied by major frontal movements were September 15-17 with 771 birds 
banded and September 24-25 with 285 bandings (see Figure 1). Surprisingly, a major 
cold front September 28-29 did not result in a large migratory movement. The 
biggest day was on September 10 when 542 birds were banded, the highest one-day 
total since 1988. On only nine other days did the number of captures exceed 100 and 
on five of these the number was between 200 and 300. 

This year the Black-throated Blue Warbler with 639 bandings (16.7% below the 
10-year average) was the most numerous species. The usual leader, the Blackpoll 
Warbler with 629 (9.4% below the average) was second, and the Black-throated 
Green Warbler was third with 457 bandings (3% above the 1 O-year average). Of 35 
species for which a meaningful analysis could be made only four were not below the 
10-year average. Seventeen species were less than one standard deviation (SO) 
below that average; 12 species were between one and two SO below; one species 
(Ruby-crowned Kinglet) was more than two SO below average. Only the Palm 
Warbler was more than one SO above the 10-year average. 

The low numbers for both kinglet species as well as some of the migrant 
sparrows might well be the result of the early close ofthe station this year. There were 
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some notable absences or low numbers. 0 Red-breasted uthatches were banded; 
very few Blue Jays were seen flying over and only six were banded; only four 
flycatchers and only two Song Sparrows were caught. 

Of the warblers, 3,252 were banded, 27% below the 1 O-year average. The 3,611 
eotropical migrants were also 27% below average. These figures are better than the 

49% below average obtained in 1993. The three Spruce Budworm specialists did 
better than last year, but the Tennessee Warbler was still 47% below average, the 
Cape May Warbler was 53% below average, and the Bay-breasted Warbler was 29% 
below. 

The Hermit Thrush was one of the few species that were handled in above 
average numbers (12%). The Swainson's Thrush was in better shape than in the past 
few years, but still 7% below average, while both the Gray-cheeked and Wood 
Thrushes were 59% below average. 

Figure 2 shows the number of captures for each year since 1980. Since 1989 the 
annual numbers have been below 5,000, except for 1991. While the 1991 total was 
partly the result of large numbers oflate October birds, 1991 was also one of the few 
recent years with ideal weather patterns for a good migration at this station. It is 
interesting that the annual number of captures is nearly the same for these years. 
These low numbers since 1989 should not be attributed solely to reduced continental 
popUlations of some species. Except for 1991 the weather patterns of these years 
have been decidedly unfavorable. This may mean a long-term climatic change or 
simply a short-term variation. 

The visual flyover migrant counts (See " Banding ews" following in this issue 
of The Redstart.) were continued but with fewer hours spent on this project. A total 
of 31 0 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were counted (down from 388 last year. Only 
49 Blue Jays were counted by October 1 and few came through while the station was 
open in October. On the other hand the 3,495 American Goldfinches counted was a 
new record, with 461 counted on September 11. Only 302 Monarch Butterflies were 
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counted, but this total was depressed by the absence of many afternoon counts . 
During the season 1,467 people signed the visitor book. These visitors came 

from 23 states, the District of Columbia, and Zimbabwe. Our educational function 
continued as several elementary schoo l, high school , and college classes visited the 
station. 

The banders who participated this year were Lynn Barnhart, Robert Dean, 
Walter Frye, LeJay Graffious , Sue Heselton, Joan Pattison, Janet Shaffer, Judith 
Ward, Leon Wilson, Charles Ziegenfus , and station co-leaders Ralph Bell and 
George Hall. LeJay Graffious was also responsible for the banding shelter, a~d as 
usual Genevieve and John Findley were in charge of the net-lanes. Ivarean PIerce, 
who also headed up the Blue Jay/Ruby-throated Hummingbird count, Ken Heselton, 
and Carl Rowe were present for extended periods . 

The following people aided in tending nets, carrying cages, keeping records, and 
in many other ways : George Breiding, Ken Cross, John Dennis, Lucia Dunwoody, 
Steve Dunwoody, Bryce Findley, Hal Findley, Jennie Findley, Dawn Fox, John Fox, 
Matt Fox, Thomas Fox, Lisa Gatens, Helen Ann Graffious, Michael Griffith, Randy 
Harrison, Linda Hollenberg, Patrick Hurley, Thomas Hurley, Karen Huy, Steve Huy, 
Mark Johnson, Marjorie Keatley, Lloyd Kiff, Kathy Larkin, Steven Mace, Varuni 
Mallanapalli, Carol McCullough, Frederick McCullough, Jason McCullough, Jack 
Minear, Jolene Minear, Jonathan Minear, Ben Myers, Evelyn Myers, Tim ewlin, 
John ortheimer, Don Pattison, Bart Paxton, Charles Pierce, John Pokufka, Char­
lotte Pryor, Beth Ritter, Randy Ritter, Joe Schreiber, Dave Skinner, Sue Skinner, Bill 
Smith, Ryan Stallings, Roy Ward, Robert Whitmore, Martin Wiley, and Elsie 

Ziegenfus . . 
We also thank the personnel of the Monongahela ational Forest, SupervIsor 

Jim Page, District Ranger ancy Feakes, Recreation Spec ialist Jill Shoemaker, and 
others of the Potomac District Ranger Station for their cooperation and support. 
Thanks also to Walt Lesser of the West Virginia D. .R. for the use of the Laneville 
cabin for housing and storage of the shelter. The Brooks Bird Club supplied some 
financial support. 
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Species 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
. Saw-whet Owl 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 
Blue Jay 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Brown Creeper 
Winter Wren 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned King let 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Veery 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Swainson ' s Thrush 
Hermit Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
American Rob in 
Gray Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Cedar Waxwing 
Solitary Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Golden-winged Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange-crowned Warbler 

ashville Warbler 
orthern Parula 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Bl.-throated Blue Warbler 
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Species List 1994 

umber First 

3 Sept. 23 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 6 

2 Aug. 22 
I Sept. 10 
2 Aug.21 

Aug. 25 
6 Sept. 17 
8 Aug. 19 
5 Sept. 20 

12 Aug. 21 
44 Sept. 2 
3 1 Sept. 6 

2 Aug. 24 
14 Aug. 27 
7 Sept. 17 

305 Aug. 23 
37 Aug. 21 
15 Aug. 30 
8 Aug. 14 

15 Aug. 15 
4 Aug. 24 
9 Aug. 13 

11 Aug. 28 
Sept. 25 

6 Sept. 8 
33 Aug. 14 

Sept. 14 
Sept. 16 

358 Aug. 25 
Sept. 25 

52 Sept. 7 
4 Sept. 8 

32 Aug. 15 
212 Aug . 13 
231 Aug. 19 
639 Aug. 14 

Last Peak o. Date 

Oct. 3 

Sept. 14 

Sept. 19 

Oct. 4 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 8 10 Oct. 617 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 1 
Sept. 16 
Oct. 1 

Oct. 9 35 Sept. 10 
Oct. 9 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 3 

Sept. 30 
Oct. 1 

Oct. 8 66 Sept. 10 

Oct. 6 10 Sept. 1 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 1 37 Sept. 10 
Oct. 6 70 Sept. 10 
Oct. 9 75 Sept. 17 
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Species umber First Last Peak o. Date Banding News 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 9 Aug. 26 Oct. 9 Ra lph K. Bell , Editor 
Bl.-throated Green Warbler 457 Aug. 14 Oct. 9 67 Sept. 25 
Blackburnian Warbler 162 Aug. 14 Oct. I 43 Sept. 10 
Pine Warbler Aug. 28 Chickadees 
Palm Warbler 12 Sept. I I Oct. 9 
Bay-breasted Warbler 146 Aug. 28 Oct. I 24 Sept. 10 Leon Wilson 
Blackpoll Warbler 629 Aug. 28 Oct. 9 105 Sept. 10 
Black-and-white Warbler 30 Aug. 14 Sept. 30 The winter of 1994- I 995 has been peculiar in that until after the first ofthe year, 
American Redstart 33 Aug. 16 Sept. 19 5 Sept. I we have not really had any cold weather. During the same period, the so-called winter 
Worm-eating Warbler 8 Aug. 14 Sept. 9 birds have had an abundance of natural wild feed to eat; therefore, the feeders have 
Ovenbird 97 Aug. 15 Oct. 8 18 Sept. 17 not been fully used by the birds. One woman stated that she didn't even have a 

orthern Waterthrush 3 Aug.31 Sept. 10 chickadee at her feeder. My answer was that I had 10 or 12, which is about average 
Louisiana Waterthrush I Aug . 15 for any year. 
Connecticut Warbler 7 Sept. 10 Sept. 30 On January 19, I decided to open two nets to sample the feeder population. 
Common Yellowthroat 98 Aug. 15 Oct. I 8 Sept. I I Imagine my surprise when I discovered, three hours later, that I had banded 12 
Hooded Warbler 6 Aug. 28 Sept. 30 Carolina Chickadees . There was even a bonus as the 12 included five returns (birds 
Wilson's Warbler 16 Aug. 26 Sept. 25 5 Sept. I I banded in previous years). On six other banding days, through February 20, I have 
Canada Warbler 6 Aug. 14 Sept. 10 banded 10 more Carolina Chickadees, caught 15 more returns , and recaptured 4 
Scarlet Tanager 9 Aug. 19 Sept. 21 others banded on ovember 30, 1994 (classified as repeats) . This makes 46 Carolina 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 10 Sept. 7 Oct. 5 Chickadees that have appeared at my feeders in the past 33 days . I suspect that there 
Indigo Bunting 3 Aug. 19 Sept. 19 are a few more that I haven't caught, but my original estimate of 10 or 12 was 
Rufous-sided Towhee 18 Aug. 15 Oct. 7 certainly poor. The following is a list of returns in order of their capture: 
Field Sparrow Oct. 9 
Savannah Sparrow 4 Sept. 7 Sept. 22 Band umber Date of Recapture Date Banded 
Song Sparrow 2 Sept. 27 Oct. 4 
Lincoln's Sparrow 9 Sept. 15 Oct. 8 1880-79502 01-19-95 03-11-94 
Swamp Sparrow Oct. 5 1880-70694 01-19-95 11-27-92 
White-throated Sparrow 7 Sept. 30 Oct. 7 18 I 0-80228 01-19-95 09-23-88 
Dark-eyed Junco 110 Aug. 15 Oct. 9 21 Oct. 8 1880-79308 01-19-95 08-03-93 
Purple Finch 3 Aug. 23 Oct. 4 1880-79461 01-19-95 02-28-94 
American Goldfinch 11 Aug. 20 Sept. 30 1880-79445 01-26-95 02-16-94 

1880-79365 01-26-95 11-26-93 
Dept. of Chemistry 1880-79438 01-26-95 02- I 6-94 

West Virginia University 1880-79449 01-31-95 02-19-94 
P.O. Box 6045 1880-79002 01-31-95 03-10-93 

Morgantown WV 26506 1880-70802 02-02-95 02-03-93 
1500-19321 02- 13-95 02-23-91 
1880-79717 02-13-95 04-01-94 
1880-797 11 02-13-95 03-29-94 
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Band umber 

1 ,80-79458 
1500-19810 
1880-70806 
1880-79432 
1880-79477 
1500-1 9322 

Date of Recapture 

02-14-95 
02-17-95 
02-17-95 
02- 17-95 
02-20-95 
02-20-95 

Date Banded 

02-28-94 
11-13-91 
02-06-93 
02-04-94 
03-04-94 
02-23-91 

Box 105 
Ona, WV 25545 

Migrating Flyover Counts at Two Locations 

Ralph K. Bell, Compiler 

Since 1990 se lected "flyover" species (birds not caught in the banding nets) 
have been counted at both the orth Lookout location on Hawk Mountain, Pennsyl­
vania, and the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory (A.F.M.O.) on Dolly Sods, 
West Virg inia, during the fall migration period. Hawk Mountain is approximately 
200 miles northeast of the Dolly Sods location and is a far superior place to count 
hawks, but on Dolly Sods many passerines and some insects are more or less 
funneled southwestward up through a slight gap in the much higher mountains in 
West Virginia. A summary of flyover counts from both Hawk Mountain and 
A.F.M.O. follows: 

Year 

Dolly Sods, West Virginia 

Total 
Counted 

Peak Day o. 

Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania 

Total 
Counted 

Peak Day 

H umm ingb irds 

1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 

709 
396 
391 
398 

August 28 154 
September 12 45 
August 30 54 
September 2 42 
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54 
78 
88 

116 

August 28 
August 28/Sept. 2 
September 8 
August 31 

o. 

9 

9 
14 
13 

68 

Dolly Sods, West Virginia Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania 

Year Total 

1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

1992 
1993 
1994 

Counted 

2671 
3033 
1481 
3394 
3495 

11695 
16248 
2254 
4687 

49 

672 
5531 

551 
181 1 
302 

206 
2844 

116 

Peak Day o. Total 
Counted 

American Goldfinch 

August 29 
September 11 
September 11 
September 11 
September 11 

October 5 
October 4 
October 3 
September 2 8 
September 26 

305 
384 
275 
368 
461 

Blue Jay 

3186 
4628 
790 

3039 
13 

340 
564 
838 
754 
743 

320 
481 
336 

1226 
95 

Monarch Butterfly 

September 14 
September 18 
September 21 
September 12 
August 24 

August 19 
August 30 
September 9 

171 
1481 
168 
595 

46 

Dragonflies 

28 
945 

21 

1047 
6568 

535 
2659 
1684 

176 
1318 
257 

Peak Day 

September 13 
September 26 
September 12 
September 5 
September 10 

September 29 
October 3 
October 5 
September4 
September 24 

September 20 
September 11 
September9 
September 14 
October 2 

September 18 
September5 
August 23 

o. 

30 
41 
54 
63 
89 

'07 

161 
&4 

287 
32 

101 
930 

67 

306 
248 

23 
440 

24 

The Blue Jay is a late migrant, and the AFMO Blue Jay count is far from complete as 
organized counting stops soon after the first of October because we often get snow 
up there by that date and most people leave. However, during the Fall 1994 period, 
Blue Jays were notably scarce at both the Hawk Mountain and the Dolly Sods 
locations. 
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The Green Darner Dragonfly is a true migrant and apparently most, ifnot all, of 
those involved in the enormous flights of dragonflies that were observed in late 
August and early September 1993 in eastern U.S ., especially Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and Ohio, were this species . The above dragonfly numbers for 1993 were 
counts only and did not include the "too many to count" swarms at Hawk Mountain 
(September 7) and those on Dolly Sods (August 30 and September 5) . 

The 1994 totals on Dolly Sods for all the above species are not a true indicator 
of the total numbers going by because our chief counter, Ivarean Pierce, had to leave 
and no one volunteered to take the afternoon shift after mid-September. Both 
Monarchs and Dragonflies sometimes migrate in significant numbers during the 
afternoon periods . 
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Field Notes 
Fall Season 

September- ovember, 1994 

James D. Phillips, Editor 

The weather for the fall season was mild over most of the region . The mild 
weather and the abundance of wild foods in the woods probably were responsible for 
the lack of birds at feeders . The hurricane on the Atlantic Coast in mid- ovember 
was most likely responsible for some of the waterfowl sightings, especially the 
record numbers of Tundra Swans across the region during a 2- to 3-day period. 
George Hall reported the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory (A.F.M.O.) as 
having another poor season of banding. The only heavy movement for the Observa­
tory came September 8-12. The hawk migration observers had an average season 
with the peak of the Broad-winged Hawk migration occurring September 18-
20(JD, AM) . 

Loons through terns-Common Loons were reported for Wood(MBC) and 
Summers(JP) counties. Pied-billed Grebes were found to be pretty common across 
the region. Double-crested Cormorants were present in Wood County for about a 
month(MBC) and a flock of 25 was seen over Bluefield, Mercer County on 

ovember 10(PO) . Great Blue Herons were seen over most of the area. Great 
Egrets were reported for Cabell, Mason(WA), and Wood(MBC) counties from early 
September to early October. The last date for Green Heron was September 28 in 
Wood County (MBC) . Black-crowned Night-Herons were seen in Mason(WA) 
and Barbour(KB) counties in early September. 

A Black-belled Whistling Duck was again present at Apple Grove, Mason 
County on September 5(W A). The Tundra Swan numbers in mid- ovember were 
as follows: 40 at Timberline Resort(BR) ; 67 at Canaan Valley Resort( ), Tucker 
County; more than 120 at Bluestone Lake(JP), Summers County; 28 at Lee 
Creek(MBC) Wood County; and 77 at Teeter Creek(DM), Barbour County. Donna 
Mitchell reported the sky being full of Tundra Swans from sunup to past midnight 
from Teeter Creek to south of Elkins, Randolph County. Two Mute Swans were 
present in Mercer County(AM) on ovember 12 . Snow Geese were noted in 
Mason(WA), Wood(MBC), and Preston( ) counties during the season . Canada 
Geese and Mallards are abundant and at this season Wood Ducks, as usual, are 
plentiful. Green-winged Teal and American Black Ducks were present in Wood 
County(MBC) by the second week of October. Northern Shovelers were seen in 
Mercer County(AM) on ovember 12. American Wigeons were found in Mercer 
County on October 20(AM). Gadwall were present in Wood County for about 10 
days in early ovember (MBC). They were also seen on a coup le of ponds in Mercer 
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County on October 20 with a record number of 41 on one pond. Across the line at 
Falls Mills , Virginia, 96 were counted on one pond(AM) . Ring-necked Ducks were 
seen in Mercer County on ovember 12(AM) and Lesser Scaup were noted in 
Preston County on ovember 16(J ) and Barbour County(DM) the next day. The 
early date for Common Goldeneyes was ovember 7 in Summers County(JP) and 
the early date for Buffleheads came from Preston and Tucker counties on ovember 
16( ). Hooded Mergansers were on the ew River, Summe(s County by ovem­
ber 7(JP), and also at the mouth of the Little Blackwater River, Tucker County about 
the same time(BJ), and in Wood County a few days later(MBC). 

Turkey Vultures remained in Kanawha County through early ovember(HG) . 
Both vultures were seen at hawkwatching stations in Monroe(JD) and Mercer(AM) 
counties. Twenty-nine Ospreys were counted at Hanging Rocks hawk station 
(H.R.), Monroe County(JD) and 24 at East River Mountain (E.R.M.), Mercer 
County(AM). Away from the stations Osprey were noted in Jackson(JN), 
Kanawha(HG), and Wood(MBC) counties. Bald Eagles were not reported away 
from the stat ions . Eight were seen at H.R. and one at E. R.M . The Northern Harrier 

Snow Goose at Silver Lake, Preston County, November 16,1994. Photo by John 

Northeimer. 
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count was six at H.R. and two at E.R.M. Away from the stations this species was 
found in Kanawha(HG), Wood(MBC) and Tucker(JN) counties. The Sharp-shinned 
Hawk numbers were 261 at H.R. and 77 at E.R.M. Hullet Good noted a Cooper's 
Hawk nearly catching a Pileated Woodpecker. Fifty-four Cooper's Hawks were 
counted at E.R.M. and 39 at H.R. Hanging Rocks produced 1,974 Broad-winged 
Hawks and 1,638 were counted at E.R.M. A Rough-legged Hawk was seen in 
Canaan Valley, Tucker County on ovember 24(BJ). Five Golden Eagles were 
counted at H.R. and one at E.R.M. The American Kestrel counts were nearly the 
same at the two stations with 53 at E.R.M. and 58 at H.R. The only report for a Merlin 
came from E.R.M. 

Little mention was made of Ruffed Grouse. Wild Turkeys continue to prosper. 
Northern Bobwhites were reported from Kanawha(HG) and Wood(MBC) coun­
ties. Seven Common Moorhens were seen at Greenbottom, Cabell County(W A) in 
early September. American Coots were found over most of the region. Wendell 
Argabrite photographed Lesser Golden Plovers in Mason County in late Septem­
ber. Semipalmated Plovers were found only along the Ohio River (WA,MBC). 
Both yellow legs were reported across the region in early September. Solitary and 
Spotted sandpipers were noticeable early in the season. Dunlin were located in 
Mason(WA) and Wood(MBC) counties in early October. A Buff-breasted Sand­
piper was identified in Mason County on September 10(WA). American Wood­
cocks were reported for Kanawha County(HG), and George Breiding sent along an 
article concerned with the decline of this species in Canaan Valley. Caspian Terns 
were seen on the Ohio side of the Ohio River(WA) and Forster's Terns were seen 
in Wood County in late September(MBC). 

Cuckoos through finches- The last date for Yellow-billed Cuckoos was 
October 6(MBC). Great Horned and Barred Owls were heard in Kanawha(HG) 
and Summers(JP) counties . Eastern Screech-Owls were found in Summers 
County(JP). A Northern Saw-whet Owl was banded at AFMO(GH), Grant County 
on September 26. A few Common Nighthawks were noted across the region in late 
September but there were no reports of large flights . The last date for Whip-poor­
wills was September 4(HG). The last Chimney Swifts were seen in several areas in 
early October. The Ruby-throated Hummingbird count at AFMO was 31 O(GH). 

Red-headed Woodpecker sightings included several single individuals during 
September in Mercer and Summers(JP) counties ; two pairs at one location in Ritchie 
County; one immature in another location in Ritchie County(JW) ; eightto ten in one 
location near Amma, Roane County(HG); and one in one location and six in another 
location in Jackson County(JN). Yellow-bellied Sa psuckers were first noted Octo­
ber 3(MBC). Most of the flycatchers seemed to be gone by the second week of 
October. The last date for Barn Swallows was October 10(MBC). Most reporters 
found migrating Blue Jays in large numbers . By mid- ovember the American 
Crow roost near Davis, Tucker County, had reached 2,500-3,000 individuals(JN). 
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George Breiding noted a Common Raven over downtown Morgantown in mid­
October. 

Red-breasted Nuthatches were seen in Mercer County(JP) in September and 
Wood County in October(MBC). Brown Creepers had appeared in most areas by 
the third week of October and Winter Wrens by the middle of ovember. Both 
kinglets were appearing by the end of October. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were last 
seen October 3(MBC). At AFMO Hermit Thrushes were banded in above average 
numbers but the other thrushes continued to be banded in lower than average 
numbers. Wood Thrushes were last noted October 2(HG). Three Water Pipits were 
seen in Mason County in late ovember(WA). Cedar Waxwings seemed in good 
numbers across the region . Hundreds were seen in late September in Wood(MBC) 
and Summers(JP) counties . 

Most of the warbler comments from around the region seemed concentrated in 
early and late September and early October. The banding of warblers at A.F.M.O. 
was 27% below the 1 O-year average(GH) . A large flock of Cape May Warblers was 
observed in Wood County in mid-September and the last date for Blackpoll 
Warblers was October 25(MBC) . Yellow-rumped Warblers remained in a good 
portion of the region at the end of the season . The last dates for Summer and Scarlet 
tanagers respectively were October 7 and l2(HG). The last dates for Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings respectively were September 28 and October 
3(HG). 

Lincoln's Sparrows were observed the second week of October in Wood 
County(MBC) . White-throated Sparrows had returned to most of the region by the 
first of October. The only report of White-crowned Sparrows came from Wood 
County in mid-October(MBC). The Dark-eyed Juncos seemed late coming but 
were in fair numbers . The last date for Northern Orioles was October 6(MBC), and 
there were a few sightings of Purple Finches. 

Contributors-Wendell Argabrite(W A), George Breiding(GB), Kyle Bush(KB), 
Jerry Davis(JD), Hullet Good(HG), George Hall(GH), Virginia Bly Hoover(VH), 
Buck Jarusek(BJ), Ann McRae(AM), Donna Mitchell(DM), Mountwood Bird 
Club(MBC), John ortheimer( ), Paul Osburn(PO), Bill Riley(BR) and Jane 
Whitaker(JW) . 

THE REDSTART - APRIL, 1995 

HC 78 , Box 42-C 
Pipestem, West Virginia 25979 

74 

Bartley Award Winner Announced 

Wendell Argabrite won the Floyd Bartley Award at the Brooks Bird Club mid­
winter meeting atJackson' s Mill, February 25 , 1995 . Wendell received the award for 
his excellent accounts of rare birds contributed to The Redstart over the past few 
years. In 1994 he contributed an artic le, "Black-necked Stilt and Glossy Ibis : Two 

ew West Virginia Records in One Week" accompanied with photographs of the 
birds . (See The Redstart, 61(2), 57-59 .) 

The Bartley Award was established by an anonymous donor to honor the 
memory of Floyd Bartley. The award is for the best paper published in The Redstart 
resulting from original field study done in West Virginia or surrounding states 
covered by the Brooks Bird Club. Papers completed as part of a professional activity 
and paid for by an emp loyer or grant are not eligible. The first award was made in 
1976. 

Request for Information on Loggerhead Shrikes 

ongame wildlife biologists at the West Virginia Division of atural Resources 
need the help of experienced birders to locate and monitor shrikes in West Virginia. 
Report any sightings to: Shrike Sighting, Division of atural Resources, P.O. Box 
67, Elkins, WV 26241 or call 304-637-0245. Be especially careful to note any 
confirmed or possible breeding behavior and the location of these activities. Write 
to biologist Andrew J ones or Craig Stihler at the above address for more information. 
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