





The Summer Birds of Greene County, Pennsylvania:
A 100-Year Update, 1893-1993

Ralph K. Bell

In 1893, J. Warren Jacobs wrote about the breeding birds that were then found
in Greene County in the southwest corner of Pennsylvania (Jacobs, 1893). This
information will become more valuable as increasing human population, pollution,
a decline in farming, and the use of pesticides and herbicides influence bird
populations. Although Mr. Jacobs was only 25 years of age in 1893 when he listed
83 species as breeders in Greene County, Pennsylvania, his evaluation of bird life is
evidently pretty accurate, because another good observer, S. S. Dickey (Dickey,
1915), also thoroughly censused the county in 1915 and listed 82 nesting species,
only one fewer than Jacobs.

Jacobs and Dickey were oologists (collectors of birds’ eggs) and both had

valuable collections. Both collections are now housed in the Western Foundation of
Vertebrate Zoology museum in California. The egg collection at the Western
Foundation is by far the largest in North America (Kiff, 1991). Random egg
coilecting is no longer permitted, but we should not condemn those oologists of years
ago as some not only collected eggs but also kept detailed records of each species.
These records, as well as the egg collections, are very important today, giving us a
data base to evaluate any changes that may be taking place. Increasing human
populations, changes in farming practices, and pollution and chemical use ail over
the world are constantly changing the environment. That makes any old data base
very valuable for comparisons. There have already been over 3,000 research
projects using the Western Foundation egg collection (Xiff, pers. com.).

Much concern is now focused on decreasing numbers of neotropical migrants
that nest in the United States and Canada, but we should also be concerned with
certain species that stay in the United States. My records indicate that Northern
Bobwhite could easily be found here in eastern Greene County until 1957, Barn Owls
until 1959, Grasshopper Sparrows and Horned Larks until 1961, and Vesper
Sparrows became scarce after 1965.

It is interesiing to see the changes among birds that have taken place in Greene
County, Pennsylvania since Jacobs wrote his 1893 account. At that time, and for
perhaps 60 more years, farming was quite extensive. Active farms became notice-
ably fewer in the 1960s and the trend continues today. At the turn of the last century,
many farmers kept sheep because wool was in demand and brought a good price. But
due to wool imports and synthetic fibers, sheep farms are disappearing. As a result,
we now have more bushy fields and woodlands and this has helped some species, but
others have suffered, and the Bewick’s Wren(qnd Swamp Sparrow have disappeared
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entirely. On the plus side, however, over 20 species are now found nesting in Greene
County that were not recorded by Jacobs in 1893 or Dickey in 1915. The Starling and
House Finch were introduced species, and the Pennsylvania Game Commission
helped establish the Canada Goose and Ring-necked Pheasant and reestablished the
Wood Duck and Wild Turkey. Other species, such as the Summer Tanager, have
appeared as the ranges of various species expanded, and yet others, such as the
Broad-winged Hawk, have appeared as forest habitat expands and matures in the
county.

Following are Jacobs’ list and comments from 1893, then Dickey’s evaluation
from 1915, and finally the current status from my observations in 1993 for each bird
species known to have bred in Greene County. But first will be Jacobs’ “Introductory
Note,” telling about the county’s physical makeup in 1893 and how it probably was
before the colonists arrived. Jacobs’ species accounts are quoted directly with few
omissions or changes. Jacobs’ scientific names have been deleted to avoid confusion
with modern technical names, and his common names for birds have been made
consistent with A.O.U. standard English names. The birds are listed in modern check
list order.

Icannot be sure how the abundance terms used by Jacobs and Dickey correspond
with the terms we now use. My abundance terms are a combination of my own
observations, reenforced by the findings published in the Pennsylvania Breeding
Bird Atlas (1992). Each Atlas block contained about 9.5 square miles, and there were
47 full and 27 partial blocks in Greene County. During the nesting seasons of 1983
through 1989, volunteers checked each block and recorded all bird species seen and
heard. My terms can be defined as given below:

Abundant - Those few species where 200 or more individuals per day might be seen
or heard during the peak nesting period.

Very common - A species that can usually be found everywhere in appropriate
habitat.

Common - A species that can be found readily in most if not all Atlas blocks every
year.

Fairly common - A species found in appropriate habitat in 25 to 50% of the Atlas
blocks.

Uncommon - A species found most years but in less than 25% of the Atlas blocks.

Rare - A species found in less than 10% of the Atlas blocks or a species not found
every year.
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Introductory Note by J. Warren Jacobs

Greene County, Pennsylvania, is situated in the extreme southwestern corner of the state.
The county of Washington adjoins on the north, and on the east the Monongahela River
separates Greene from Fayette County. West Virginia forms the entire southern, and western
boundaries. The territory included within the county limits comprises about 608 square miles.

The surface of the country is of a broken, hilly nature, with broad bottom lands along the
streams. In the western part of the county, a zigzag ridge, running from north to south, forms
the general backbone, also the watershed between Tenmile and Dunkard Creeks flowing east
to the Monongahela and the Wheeling and Fishing Creeks flowing west into the Ohio.

The elevation is about 1,050, some points reaching 1,300 feet. At Waynesburg (80°8' W.
Longitude, 39° 55' N. Latitude,) in the central part of the county, the elevation is about 960
feet.

The traveler, viewing the beautiful landscape and noting the general industry and thrift
of the agriculturist, must pause and think of the once vast and magnificent forest that covered
the hills and valley of this region. Grand must have been the spectacle—those ponderous
“monarchs of the forest” lifting their heads heavenward, canopying the streams and crowning
the hilltops—one vast field of deep green, broken only by an occasional glimpse of the silvery
waters of the Tenmile or the Dunkard.

In the southeastern part of the county was, originally, woods of pine, hemlock and spruce.
These, too, have been almost entirely swept away. The original forests now standing are of oak,
maple, hickory, bass-wood, ash, elm, poplar, walnut, etc., with here and there an isolated
clump of evergreens. These woods crown many of the hilltops, wind the curve of some steep
hillside or crowd the ravines and coves.

In these places the Birds of Prey find ample nesting sites, and the smaller woodland birds
breed in profusion.

On many of the hillsides are fields overgrown with the blackberry brier and stunted
bushes. Here is the home of many of the smaller birds, prominent among which is the Yellow-
breasted Chat ([cteria virens), Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla) and the Towhee (Pipiplo
erythrophthalmus).

Along the streams an abundance of willow and sycamore afford sites for colonies of
Blackbirds.

The scarcity of ponds and swamps in this section accounts for the absence of the Rails and
other birds that frequent such localities.

In preparing the present paper, I have aimed to give a correct list of birds found during
the breeding season, and to describe, briefly. the localities frequented by the birds. and to state,
where sufficient data has been gathered, the nesting date and the number of eggs composing

the complement.
Waynesburg, PA

August 15, 1893
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List of Birds That Have Been Found in Summer
in Greene County Pennsylvania

Pied-billed Grebe 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Considered a rare breeder
over most of Pennsylvania. The two reported Greene County breeding records in the
Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas (Brauning, 1992) seem quite unusual.

Greaf Bl.ue Heron 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—There are at least two
colonies in Qreene County and these evidently are increasing. One colony had 36
nests (counting old and new nests under construction) and the other had 16 nests.

G?een Heron 1893—A common summer resident. Found nesting in orchards and
thickets along the streams, during May and June. Earliest date Ma)7 11. May 25 may
be considered the average date. The last set was taken July 12, and this was the
second laying of one bird, the first set having been taken on May 27. The Shite-poke
or “Fly-up-the creek” lays from three to five eggs. 1915—Tolerably common.
1993—Fairly common, but numbers may be declining slowly.

Canada Goose 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Fairly common in southern and
eastern parts of the county and increasing each year. My first summer record for
Greene County was in 1983,

Wood Duck 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Fairly common. It is now probably
the mpst common breeding duck in the county. It nested formerly in tree cavities, but
now it also accepts nest boxes in proper habitat.

American Black Duck 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Rare, but a few do nest
in the cpunty. Black Ducks were confirmed in two blocks on the Pennsylvania Atlas
(Brauning, 1992). I did not find it on any of the Atlas blocks I worked.

Mallard 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Fairly common. Probably almost as
common as the Wood Duck.

Turkey Vulture 1893—I have observed this species throughout all the summer
months, becoming quite common in August. No record of its breeding within the
county. 1915—Notrecorded. 1993—Common. A very secretive nestingspecies but
often noted soaring overhead all summer long. )

Sharp-shinned Hawk 1893—Rare. On May 7th, 1892 I found a nest of this hawk
placed forty feet up among some vines in a chestnut sapling. The nest contained but
one egg on this date and two weeks later, May 27th, I collected the complete laying
which was a small set of two eggs. 1915—A few nesting in the region. 1993——Rarev,
A few noted on the Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas blocks in Greene County but
no nests were found (Brauning, 1992).

o
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Cooper’s Hawk 1893—Abundant. Found usually in the upland timber, preferably
the neglected tracts where there is an abundance of under-growth. Eggs three to five,
usually four. The nesting date extends throughout the months of May and June. Fresh
eggs can be found up to June 10th. The nesting of this hawk is often interrupted by
the Crow and the Squirrel, as I have, on several occasions, found shells which bore
unmistakable evidence of being emptied by these egg eaters. 1915-—Rather abun-
dant in all parts of this region. 1993—Fairly common but not considered abundant
at the present time.

Broad-winged Hawk 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Fairly common. Re-
quires fairly large tracts of timber and often nests near water.

Red-tailed Hawk 1893—Abundant. Found nesting in all the large timber tracts,
frequently in the smaller woods, and occasionally a nest is placed in an isolated tree.
Two and three is the number of eggs laid, two predominating. From March 25th to
April 25th is the regular nesting period. However, I have found one or two sets before
and after these dates. 1915—Our most abundant hawk. 1993—Common. Often seen
sitting along roadsides watching for mice, its favorite prey. Nests are usually found
in trees on north facing slopes.

American Kestrel 1893—A common species on the outskirts of woods, in
deadened timber and along the streams. Three, four and five eggs are laid. 1915—
Inhabits most parts of the county. 1993—Fairly common. Found in farming areas
where it nests in cavities in buildings, trees, or man-made nest boxes. They can be
quite loyal to a favored nesting site. One location has had a nesting pair for 38
straight years.

Ring-necked Pheasant 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—This introduced spe-
cies was considered common during the 1930-40 period but is now rather scarce.
Probably most of those noted are released game-farm birds.

Ruffed Grouse [893—Common in the thicket and mixed wood. According to my
observations ten or eleven is the usual number of eggs laid. The largest set numbered
thirteen, the smallest, seven eggs. Fresh eggs can be found from first to last of May.
May S5th, eleven fresh eggs were taken. 1915—Becoming rather rare. 1993—Fairly
common in wooded sections. This cyclic species seems to thrive better in areas with
higher elevations, but it may become more numerous here as abandoned farms revert
to forest.

Wild Turkey 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Common. The restocking of this
species by the Pennsylvania Game Commission has been quite successful, and most
travelers enjoy seeing flocks in fields and along the wood edges. However, the
scratching in the woods by an overpopulation could destroy many desirable plants
as well as the nests of ground nesting birds. My first record for Greene County was
in 1971.
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Northern Bobwhite 1893—Abundant, nesting in the upland meadows and brier-
fields. Nineteen is the largest number of eggs I have found in a single nest. Fresh eggs
may be found from June 15th to the last of August. 1915—Uncommon due to a severe
winter in 1914. 1993—Rare. They never fully recovered from the severe winter of
1936. Changing farming practices probably helped prevent a recovery. Privately
released stock are occasionally seen and heard.

Sora Rail 1893—None. 1915—A pair found in a small marsh near Waynesburg in
the summer of 1909. 1993—No recent record but a nest with ten eggs was found in
aswamp near Khedive on May 28, 1967. Seven young had just hatched when the nest
was checked on June 9. A pair was in the same swamp the next summer.

Killdeer 1893—Common in the upiand, nesting usually in the corn-fields. From
June 15th on they are to be found caring for their broods about the springs and
marshes that occur in the vicinity of the nest. The Killdeer lays three or four eggs.
1915—Quite common. 1993—Common. Often found nesting in gravel driveways,
over-grazed fields and occasionally on buildings with flat, gravel roofs.

Spotted Sandpiper 1893—Abundant and seldom seen away from the streams.
According to my observations the number of eggs laid by this bird is almost
invariably four. May Sth to June 10th, average date May 20. 1915—Common.
1993—Uncommon and declining. I did not band any at our farm pond after 1963.

Upland Sandpiper 1893-—None. 1915—None. 1994—Not known to nest in the
county at the present time, but back in the 1960s they could be found in some big
fields in the Khedive and Dry Tavern areas. Young were noted in both areas.

American Woodcock 1893—Not uncommon. From my observations it would
appear that the breeding season of this bird is during the month of April. April 10th
I'took a set of four eggs, incubation about one-third. Again on April 30, a set of four
on the point of hatching. However, some cases vary, as on May 27, 1890, my dog
flushed an adult female from a thin clump of briers near swampy ground, wherein she
had been hiding with her brood. The two downy creatures sat huddled together, and
although away from the nest they seemed not the least bit alarmed at my presence,
but allowed me to handle them at pleasure. A favorite nesting site is a dry bushy knoll
in marshy ground. 1915—Uncommon. 1993—Fairly common. I once saw tiny young
as early as April 12, 1979 in a yard near Clarksville.

Rock Dove 1893—Not mentioned. Many earlier ornithologists ignored this intro-
duced species. 1915—Not mentioned. 1993—Fairly common, especially common
in Waynesburg and around some dairy farms in eastern Greene County.

Mourning Dove 1893—Abundanteverywhere excepting the more densely wooded

districts. Nests placed on stumps, top rail of fence, in orchard trees and occasionally
in the tall sycamores along the streams. One nest containing two eggs was found on
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the ground in a meadow margined by a stream. The Mourning Dove begins nesting
about the 5th of April and from this date until the first of August fresh eggs are found.
1915—Common. 1993—Very common. This species even thrives in town if ever-
green trees are available for nesting and roosting sites.

Black-billed Cuckoo 1893—Less common than Yellow-billed and is decidedly
partial to remote shady nooks and forest land. Two and three eggs compose the usual
set. An exceptional case was five fresh eggs taken, together with the nest from an
apple tree in an old orchard. I have observed that incubation in sets of this species
is more nearly regular than in those of [ Yellow-billed Cuckoos]. Nesting period same
as the Yellow-billed. 1915—Not common. 1993—Uncommon.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1893—Common alike in the field and woodland, nesting in
scrubby trees in the woods, and orchard trees and stunted bushes in the field. Eggs
two to four. June 10th to August 15th. 1915—More common than the Black-billed.
1993—Fairly common, especially during years when hairy caterpillars are abundant.

Barn Owl 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Uncommon to rare at the present time
but was considered rather common 35 years ago, especially in the eastern part of the
county.

Eastern Screech-Owl 1893—Abundant. Nests in hollow trees during April. Four
is the largest number of eggs recorded by me. During the winter months I found this
owl very common in Waynesburg. 1915-—Quite common in many parts of the
county. 1993—Common in most years, but numbers fluctuate widely due to mortal-
ity during severe winters.

Great Horned Owl 1893—Common in the deeper forest, nesting usually in natural
cavities in trees. Two broods were found in old Hawks’ nests. Two and three eggs
are laid. Two predominating. Full sets of fresh eggs are found from the first of
February to the fifteenth of March. 1915—Uncommon because so many are killed
by farmers that few remain. 1993—Fairly common. A very hardy species, often
heard hooting when the temperature is below zero. Will readily nest in man-made
platforms filled with sticks and grasses. It is now protected by law.

Barred Owl 1893—An uncommon species. No record of its breeding. 1915—
None. 1993-—Although no nest sites have been found in the county, this species no
doubt nests here. Its distinctive hoot was heard in at least 15 different blocks by
Pennsylvania Atlas participants in Greene County (Brauning, 1992).

Common Nighthawk 1893—NOTE: The Night Hawk doubtless should have a
place in this list as I have occasionally noted a straggler throughout the season. A
farmer friend told me he once found two Whip-poor-will eggs, which were much
darker colored than any of the eggs of that species I had in my collection. These,
which he described as having a “mottled brown appearance,” were no doubt eggs of
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[the Nighthawk]. 1915—None. 1993~—~Uncommon. This species has been heard at
dusk in Waynesburg and is presumed to be nesting on the flat graveled roofs. There

are several other summer reports in the county in the Pennsylvania Breeding Bird
Atlas (Brauning, 1992).

Whip-poor-will 1893—Common. Numbers can be heard every night. They are
particularly noisy during May and June. Always two eggs. Average date June 1st.
Woods where undergrowth is thin. 1915—Tolerably common. 1993—Uncommon
to rare. Still may be found in remote areas away from paved roads where they are
killed by speeding autos. This species prefers openings in wooded areas to catch
insects and paved roads hold heat and attract insects on cooler nights.

Chimney Swift 1893 Abundant. As far as I am aware these birds nest only in
chimneys. Four to five eggs are laid. 1915—Common. 1993—Still common but
many chimneys are now being covered with screens to keep out all animals, and this
practice could eventually hurt the Chimney Swift population.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1893—Abundant, nesting in the cool shady grove
and woods. The sugar maple is its favorite tree. The Ruby-throat returns year after
year to its old haunts in the shady nook. Here, on top of a slender twig, it constructs
its neat little nest of cottony substance, spiders’ web and lichen. I have observed both
birds at work on the nest. The female, however, does the greater part of the work. On
a few occasions I have found the nest built on an old last year’s one. Two eggs are
laid and these not always on consecutive days. The female, however, does not begin
to incubate the eggs until the laying is completed. Average date for fresh eggs, June
Ist. Earliest record May 21st. 1915—Common. 1993—Common.

Belted Kingfisher 1893—Common along the streams. Eggs five to seven, usually
the latter number, laid on the damp sand or a pile of fish bones and remains of
crawfish at extremity of burrow about four feet deep. I have found nests containing
fresh eggs from the 5th to last of May. 1915—Common. 1993—Fairly common.
Found along streams that are not heavily polluted.

Red-headed Woodpecker 1893—Rather common about newly cleared tracts and
is likewise found nesting in the sycamores along the streams and in orchards. Four
to six eggs are laid, usually five. Average nesting date May 25th. 1915—Common.
One of the commonest woodpecker species in the county. 1993—Uncommon to rare.
It seems to prefer white oak groves that have mostly been cut for barrel staves. This
species is often killed by autos as it drops down after leaving posts and poles along
roads. It also suffers now from competition with the European Starling.

Red-bellied Woodpecker 1893—A common species, nesting usually in live trees.
When the birds discover an intruder near their nest, they become much distressed,
and will often come quite close while watching the annihilation of their home. Three
and four eggs have been found by me. 1915—Fairly common. 1993—Common.
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Downy Woodpecker 1893—Abundant species, resorting to orchards and the
outskirts of woodland. Four to six eggs are laid. Excavation usually in a dead branch.
1915—Common. 1993—Common. Found on all Atlas blocks in Greene County
(Brauning, 1992).

Hairy Woodpecker 1893—A common but shy species. I have found nests contain-
ing three and four young, but my records are so meager the number of eggs laid by
this species in this locality cannot be given. 1915—Common. 1993—Fairly com-
mon; prefers larger woodlands.

Northern Flicker 1893—Abundant everywhere excepting the deeper forest. Eggs
five to ten, usually six. Excavation generally in main trunk of decaying tree. During
migration in Spring and Fall this species is very partial to-woods. Average nesting
date May 28th. 1915—Common. 1993—Common. Found in all Atlas blocks
(Brauning, 1992).

Pileated Woodpecker 1893—Formerly a common but now a rare species. April
28th, 1887, I went to examine nest that had been located some days before in a dead
maple but found the tree prostrate. A woodchopper discovering the home of a “Great
Indian Hen,” felled the tree, thus destroying my much coveted prize. The cavity
contained four broken eggs. On May 21st of the same year I found a nest, containing
four young birds and one addled egg, in a live maple within a quarter of a mile of the
town of Waynesburg. After a long search on May 6th, 1893, I succeeded in finding
a nest in the dead top of a living maple on the outskirts of one of our large forests.
At first T thought the hole deserted, so broken and blackened was the dead wood
surrounding the entrance, but a careful examination through my field-glass disclosed
the telltale feathers adhering to bark near entrance. Pounding on the tree had not the
effect of bringing the old bird out nor did she leave the nest until I was within reach
of cavity, when apparently in great alarm she fluttered out, and giving vent to those
shrill, ear piercing cackles, disappeared in the gloom of the forest. The nest
contained one addled egg, one young bird and the shell from which it had just made
its exit. This shell was in two pieces which I carefully joined, and now have, in my
collection, a specimen that was once the cradle of an embryotic pileatus, which is
today perchance, roving from wood to wood or hiding in some secluded nook where
human footsteps seldom fall. 1915—Rare. 1993—Fairly common. Prefers large
woodlands and with the continued loss of farms here in Greene County, this species
should increase.

Eastern Weood-Pewee 1893—Common. Met with during the breeding season in the
more open woods and clumps of trees in the pastures. Eggs usually three, often only
two and rarely four. First half of June is the time to obtain full sets of fresh eggs.
1915—Common. 1993—Common. Found around edges of most woods.

Acadian Flycatcher 1893—A common resort of this bird is along the shady
brooklet in a ravine in the woods. The nest is an easy one to find, being placed in or

.m
o
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suspended from a forked twig at extremity of some long drooping branch, and usually
overhanging the ravine. As I wind the course of some dark, dreary hollow the sharp
alarm notes of acadicus just a few yards in advance assures me that “the place is
haunted”—not by ghostly objects, but by God’s creatures, the study and delight of
man. Pressing onI soon find the nest, composed of catkins, weed fiber, vine tendrils
and fine grass, often so frail the eggs can be discerned through the floor. From two
to four eggs are laid. The most common clutch being three. Two broods are reared
during the season. Fresh eggs of the first laying must be looked for from the twenty-
fifth of May to the tenth or fifteenth of June. 1915—Common. 1993—Common.

Willow Flycatcher 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Fairly common. One of the
Empidonax flycatchers that can only be identified by measurement or voice. Found
mainly in bushy habitats along water courses and sometimes in fields where
Multiflora Rose is abundant. I heard my first one near my farm on June 14, 1957 and
three at another location the next year. No doubt they were nesting in Greene County
before being noticed.

Least Flycatcher 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Rare. Prefers open woodland
habitats and is found here in Greene County in a few locations.

Eastern Phoebe 1893—Abundant. Most common along streams, placing the nest
under bridges and against rocky banks. It is found also in places remote from water.
One nest (May 5th, 1893), was placed on a brace in a dark corner of a sheepshed on
top of a high hill and more than a quarter of a mile from any stream. It contained five
eggs of the Phoebe and one of [a cowbird]. Nests containing fresh eggs can be found
from the middle of April to the last of May. 1915—Common. 1993—Very common.
Will occasionally nest above doors and windows of houses.

Great Crested Flycatcher 1893—Common alike in forest and field, nesting in
natural cavities in trees. Four to six eggs are laid. May 15th to June 15th. 1915—Not
common. 1993-—Fairly common.

Eastern Kingbird 1893—Common, nesting in orchards and along streams. A few
nests are found in isolated trees in the fields. Eggs two to four, usually three. During
the Spring of ’85 I found a pair of “Beebirds” repairing an old nest of the Robin on
a horizontal branch of a walnut tree on the bank of Tenmile Creek. In a few days the
nest contained one egg which I took. Passing this way the next morning I was
somewhat surprised to see the old bird leave the nest. Climbing up I found the nest
contained another egg. This I also took, and so on each succeeding day until I had
four eggs when the laying ceased. Happening by this tree ten days later, I discovered
the birds moving suspiciously about the branches. I ascended the tree and found the
nest to contain one fresh egg the beginning of a new set. I tried the same experiment
as on the former occasion with the same results. After this they abandoned the
Robin’s nest and built one of their own far in the top of a giant sycamore, that grew
near by. 1915—Common. 1993—Common.
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Horned Lark 1893—None. 1915-—Tolerably common. 1993—Rare. An early
nester that was considered common in the 1930 to 1950 period when they nested in
newly planted corn fields or overgrazed pasture fields. I have flushed females off
their nests when a late snow was on the ground.

Purple Martin 1893—Abundant, nesting in boxes put up for their use. Four and
five eggs are laid. About the 8th of August the Martins begin to collect in numbers
about certain Martin houses in Waynesburg. On a few occasion I have noted flocks
numbering from three to six hundred birds clinging to and circling around the cupola
of the Court House. About August 17th, these flocks begin to scatter and move south
in companies of less than fifty individuals. When thus migrating they do not move
in acompact body, butin a scattering and straggling way—to one uninterested hardly
noticeable as a general southward movement. 1915—Common. 1993—Uncommon.
Perhaps 130 or more colonies could be found here in Greene County in 1972 when
Hurricane Agnes stalled over eastern U.S. the last of June and almost all adults and
nestlings starved to death because of a lack of insects. They have not yet recovered
to any extent.

Tree Swallow 1893—Only one nest observed. This was in the deserted nest of a
Woodpecker in a sycamore stump. 1915—None. 1993—Now fairly common in the
eastern part of the county where nest boxes are available. No nesting recorded this
county until in May 1968. This friendly swallow competes with Bluebirds for nest
boxes and I have seen both Bluebird and Tree Swallow eggs in the same nest.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1893—Rare. A few found associating with the
next species. Only one nest has come under my observation. This was placed in a
crevice in a bridge wall, and contained five fresh eggs. 1915—Rather common.
1993—Fairly common. Nests in rock crevasses or drain holes in bridge walls and
will occasionally nest in horizontal smoke pipe coming out of buildings.

Bank Swallow 1893-Common along streams, placing the nestin holes in the sandy
banks. Excavations vacated by the Kingfisher are readily appropriated by this
swallow, for a nesting site. Five to seven eggs are laid. May 15th to June 15th is the
date for full complements of eggs. 1915—None. 1993—Occasionally seen in July
but there is no record of its breeding in the county at the present time. On July 30,
1984 an adult was feeding two young on a wire in our yard.

Cliff Swallow 1893—Nests abundantly about barns and other buildings along the
streams, placing the nest under the eaves. Four and five eggs are laid. June Ist to
25th. 1915—Not common. 1993—Not known to nest in the county at the present
time but they did nest on a farm near Jefferson from 1963-68 when House Sparrows
took over their nests. The last known nesting attempt was in 1983.

Barn Swallow 1893—Found associating with the last named species, and placing
the nest usually on the inside of the building. 1915—Abundant. 1993—Very
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common. By far the most abundant swallow in the county. They prefer buildings
containing farm animals but some pairs even attempt to nest on ledges on house
porches and car ports.

Blue Jay 1893—This noisy bird frequents the scrubby thicket where they are met
with sparingly. A common bird in the fall and winter. One nest, placed in a pine tree,
contained four young. Two other nests were observed but for want of time were not
examined. 1915—Rare. 1993—Common. Scarce to absent in Greene County in
summer during the 1930 to 1950 period but are now found almost everywhere. No
doubt this species has been helped by more evergreen trees in yards and an increase
in winter bird feeding stations.

American Crow 1893—Abundant. Most common during Spring migration-Febru-
ary and March. Almost every woods contains one or more nests. The height ranges
from twenty to eighty feet, commonly below forty. The crow is a close sitter and I
have frequently climbed to nests before the old bird would leave. Four to six eggs are
laid. Most of the nests observed by me have contained five eggs. Six is undoubtedly
arare set as I have found this number but twice during the past ten years. April Ist
to May 10th. 1915—Abundant. 1993—Very common.

Common Raven 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—No nests have yet been found
in Greene County but they are occasionally heard and seen in July. I feel it is only
a matter of time until a nest will be found here.

Carolina Chickadee 1893-—Common along the roadside and the outskirts of
woods. Five to seven eggs are laid. Nidification begins about the 22nd of April.
1915—Common. 1993—Common. This is the species that nests in Greene County,
although by measurements (and voice) there is some hybridizing with the slightly
larger Black-capped Chickadee that nests in the mountains and all of northern
Pennsylvania.

Tufted Titmouse 1893—Numerous in the wooded districts in all situations, nesting
in natural cavities in trees. Most nests contained six, a few seven and one eight eggs.
One nest, in which a Cowbird’s egg had been laid, contained but three of the Tit. The
nesting period extends throughout the month of May. The Tufted Tit is also found
in orchards. 1915—Common. 1993—Common.

White-breasted Nuthatch 1893—Abundant in deciduous forests, nesting in
natural cavities in trees from April 15th to May 25th. Excavations vacated by the
squirrel are also used. The number of eggs range from four to ten, commonly six.
1915—Tolerably common. 1993—Common.

Carolina Wren 1893—Numerous everywhere, but is most common about farm

buildings where they nest in crevices in the walls, and nooks about a shed or barn.
I have also found nests placed in upturned roots of fallen trees, in logs, and in holes

THE REDSTART — OCTOBER, 1994 139



in the side of bluffy banks. One brood was noticed in an old Catbird’s nest. In
favorable seasons, nidification begins early in April, and at least two broods are
reared, the second being hatched by July Ist. Eggs four to six. 1915—Common.
1993—Very common in 1993, but the numbers of this species fluctuate due to high
mortality during winters of extended snow cover.

Bewick’s Wren 1893—Met with commonly about farm houses on the hills, placing
the nest in a chink or crevice about old buildings. The eggs range from five to eight,
the most common clutch being seven eggs. The nesting period covers about six
weeks beginning about April 20th. 1915—Fairly common. 1993—Now absent. One
nested in the first bird box I built while I was still in grade school. Two pairs nested
on our farm near Jefferson around 1930, and Bewick’s Wrens were locally common
until the 1970s.

House Wren 1893—Sparingly distributed and found in the same localities as the
last named species, and also on lower ground. 1915—Rare. Mr. Dickey recorded his
first one in Greene County in 1914, 1993—Very common. This ubiquitous wren,
which will puncture eggs of other species as well as steal their nest sites, has
increased steadily in Greene County over the past 50 years.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1893—Numerous in the more open woods, and is decid-
edly partial to walnut and oak trees as nesting sites. Three to five eggs are laid; five
being most commonly met with. May 1st to June 1st. 1915—Very common. 1993—
Common.

Eastern Bluebird 1893—Common everywhere, except in the forest, nesting in
natural cavities, in trees, fence posts and rails, in deserted nests of the woodpecker
and in boxes put up for their use. From four to six eggs are laid. Nidification begins
about April 16th. I have a set of six pure white eggs of this species. The Bluebird
sometimes forces other birds to abandon their nests. The following incident,
however, proves that he is not always entirely successful and also illustrates the
pluck of the Chickadee. On May 11th, 1892, a friend brought me a nest which was
a mixture of fur, hair, grass and feathers and Bluebird and Chickadee eggs. He said-
and he is perfectly reliable, too—that when he found the nest which was placed in a
post, the Bluebird was sitting on the eggs, while the Chickadee was flying about the
post scolding continually. The nest was in two parts; one constructed by the
Chickadee, and the other, which was the top story, was made by the Bluebird. The
first story contained two of the Chickadee, and in the next were live eggs of each
species. 1915—Common. 1993—Common in all open areas, even on edges of
towns.

Wood Thrush 1893—Abundant in all kinds of woodland, preferring, however, to
nest near moist places or along the course of the smaller streams. Eggs usually four,
often three and rarely five. Nesting period extends from May 10th to last of June.
Two broods are reared. 1915—Common. 1993—Common.
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American Robin 1893—Abundant everywhere exceptin the heavily wooded tracts,
placing the nest anywhere except on the ground or in small bushes. According to my
observations the Robin generally lays four eggs. Three, however, is not uncgrnmon
and I have found five eggs in a single nest. 1915—Abundant. 1993-—Abundant.
Perhaps the most common and widespread breeding bird in Greene County.

Gray Catbird 1893—Very abundant everywhere, exceptin the forest. Eggs usually
four, often three and rarely five. Tenth of May to last of June. 1915—Common.
1993—Common in yards, parks, and where there is shrubby habitat.

Northern Mockingbird 1893—None. 1915—Rare. First nest found in Greene

gounty in 1913. 1993—Now fairly common, especially where there is Multiflora
ose.

Bro&vn Thrasher 1893—Numerous in the briery thicket and waste pastures, nesting
in various situations, such as a clump of briers, brush pile, bush, scrubby tree hedge
row, and on the ground. Four and five eggs compose a complement, and are
deposited during May and June. 1915—Common. 1993—Fairly common. Requires
habitat similar to the Catbird’s but is not quite as common. '

Cedar Waxwing 1893—Found nesting commonly in orchards and in the sycamores
along the streams in June. Four and five eggs compose a complement. 1915—
Abundant. 1993—Common.

Loggerhead Shrike 1893-—NOTE: In 1884, I found a nest of the Shrike containing
two eggs. Unfortunately, the nest was removed before 1 had an opportunity to obtain
the parent bird. so I am at a loss to know to which these eggs belonged—the
[Loggerhead Shrike or Northern Shrike.] 1915—None. 1993—None.

Egropean Starling 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Abundant. Introduced into
this country from England in 1890, this species is now considered a pest because of

being a detriment to other hole nesting species as well as consuming livestock feeds
and fruits.

White-eyed Vireo 1893—A few are found about moist places in undergrowth
woods, where they breed. A nest found on May 28th, 1889, was within ten inches of
the ground and contained four slightly incubated eggs. 1915—Not recorded. 1993—
Fairly common. Found in overgrown fields and brushy borders of woods.

Yellow-throated Vireo 1893—This Greenlet is an uncommon summer resident. I
have met with the nest but twice and these were deserted. 1915—Rare. 1993—Fairlv

common. Found in open woods and occasionally in shade trees in village streets.

Warbling Vireo 1893—Common along streams, nesting in the maples, elms and tall
sycamores. Nests are also met within orchard trees. Four eggs is the number usually
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found in a nest, although three is by no means rare. Nidification begins about May
22nd. 1915—Common. 1993—Fairly common.

Red-eyed Vireo 1893—Common in the upland woods, suspending the nest from
forked twig of branch of bush, sapling or tree, usually below 10 feet. The set consists
of three or four eggs and in this locality are found from May 15th to June 15th.
1915—Abundant. 1993—Abundant. Found in all open woods with an understory of
smaller trees as well as shade trees in parks and village streets.

Blue-winged Warbler 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Fairly common. Found
mostly in abandoned fields and lightly grazed pastureland with small trees and
briers.

Golden-winged Warbler 1893—Met with on the outskirts of thickets and busy
woods, where they nest sparingly. The nest is placed on the ground in the midst of
a small clump of briers or weeds. The eggs number from three to four and are
deposited during the latter part of May or the fore part of June. 1915—Fairly
common. 1993—Rare. This species apparently hybridizes with the dominant Blue-
winged Warbler and seems to be getting more scarce each year.

Northern Parula 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Uncommon. This species
seems to prefer hemlocks but may also be found in open deciduous woods.

Vellow Warbler 1893—Common in orchards and along the streams nesting in fruit
trees, elders and bushes. According to my observation, nest building begins early in
May when the apple trees are just beginning to burst forth in green and pink. Four
and five eggs compose a complement. 1915—Common. 1993—Very common.
Found in orchards, yards, shade trees and fence rows all over the county.

Yellow-throated Warbler 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Fairly common.
First noted in Greene County in 1971 and seems to be increasing each year. Found
mostly along streams where there are some sycamore trees.

Prairie Warbler 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993-—Fairly common. Prefers open
overgrown fields and is apparently less common than 20 years ago. My first record
on the farm was one singing on April 29, 1956; and on June 15, 1958, I noted young
being fed out of the nest.

Cerulean Warbler 1893—None. 1915—Tolerably common, 1993—Common. A
species of concern that seems to be doing quite well in Greene County. Todd (1940)
thinks Jacobs overlooked this species. Dickey recorded his first nest on May 5, 1905.
My first records were on May 4 and on May 16, 1928. They are very common here
on the farm. We don’t get many on our local Breeding Bird Survey route, but this
species seems to require mature trees.
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Black-and-white Warbler 1893—Rare. On two occasions I have observed parents
feeding young. 1915—Rare. 1993—Uncommon. Found mostly on wooded hillsides
in the southern part of the county.

American Redstart 1893—Abundant throughout ali the woodland, placing the
nest, usually, on the branches of the larger trees. Three and four eggs are laid; four
predominating. May and June. 1915—Uncommon. 1993—Fairly common. Found
mostly in deciduous woodlands and usually nests in the smaller saplings between 4
to 30 feet above ground.

Worm-eating Warbler 1893—A few are met with in the moist woods where there
is but little undergrowth. A nest observed some years ago contained three young
birds and one egg on the point of hatching. On May 13th, 1893, I found a nest in
which the old birds were just placing the lining. From this nest, eleven days later, I
took a beautiful set of four eggs. The nest was sunken in the ground at base of small
sprout on the side of aravine. Another nest taken on July 2nd, contained three addled
eggs which were cold. The nest was wet from recent rains and evidently had been
deserted for some days. Notwithstanding this fact the male was greatly distressed by
my presence. He came quite close and fluttered along on the ground. Female must
have been killed, as a careful search of the vicinity revealed nothing indicative of a
new nest or of young birds. 1915—Fairly common. 1993—Rare. A few found in
moist woodlands near streams in the western part of the county.

QOvenbird 1893—Common, nesting in the dry upland woods. Four and five eggs are
laid, and these are deposited early in June. One or two nests were found during the
last week in May. 1915—Very common. 1993—Uncommon. Occasionally found in
deciduous woods where it nests on the ground.

Louisiana Waterthrush 1893—Common and always found along the courses of
the smaller streams in the woods. The nest of this Water-Thrush is placed in the side
of a bank and, usually, is hidden by overhanging roots and ferns. The location,
however, can easily be detected, as the birds invariably have a great bunch of wet
leaves hanging from the front edge of the nest. This mass soon becomes dry, and is
worn smooth at the entrance of the nest. Nidification begins about the 25th of April.
Most nests contained live eggs, several only four, and often, where [cowbirds] had
interfered, the nest contained but three eggs. One nest contained the unusually large
number of six eggs in which incubation was almost complete. When once deprived
of their eggs, this bird immediately sets to work building a new nest in the vicinity
of the first. 1915—Very common. 1993—Fairly common. Found along streams in
wooded areas.

Kentucky Warbler 1893—Commonly met with in the moist woods, placing the
nest on the ground at the base of a small bush or in the midst of a bunch of ferns. The
number of eggs laid is three or four, and these are deposited during the latter half of
May and throughout June. One nest found May 28th, 1893 contained four fresh eggs
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of the Warbler and three of the Cowbird. Two of the Cowbird’s eggs had been laid
before the nest was completed. Undaunted by this intrusion, the birds continued
building, placing the material around and over the parasitic eggs. 1915~—Common.
1993—Common. Found in wooded areas with dense understory and usually not far
from water.

Common Yellowthroat 1893-—Common in the briery thickets and waste fields
where they nest during the latter part of May and throughout June. Eggs, four or five.
1915—Abundant. 1993—Very common.

Hooded Warbler 1893—A few pairs are found inhabiting the same localities as the
Maryland Yellow Warbler. On June 6th, 1891, I found a nest of the Hooded Warbler
placed in the midst of a small bunch of golden-rod, on the margin of a woods, and
contained five slightly incubated eggs. 1915—None. 1993—Uncommon. Mainly

&

found in the larger tracts of mature woods with a thick understory.

Yellow-breasted Chat 1893-Abundant in all the brier fields and bushy tracts. It
is also found in considerable numbers along the border of brushy woods. Nest
building begins about May 1st and I have found fresh eggs as late as July 2nd. The
complement consists of three and four eggs. 1915—Abundant. 1993—Common.
Although it still can be found in large briery fields, its numbers may be decreasing
from populations of 25 years ago.

Summer Tanager 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Uncommon, but Greene
County is the only county in the state where it can be found easily. My first record
for this species was one caught in a yard net and banded on May 11, 1957, and that
same year one was noted about 5 miles west of here. The Summer Tanager prefers
rather open oak woods.

Scarlet Tanager 1893—Common in the woods and large orchards, placing the nest
on a horizontal branch. Three and four eggs are laid. Average date for fresh eggs,
June 8th. 1915—Common. 1993—Common. Nests in mature woodlands all over the
county.

Northern Cardinal 1893—The “Red-bird” is an abundant resident throughout the
year, and is amongst the first of the smaller birds to begin nesting. A common resort
of this bird is the briery thicket and bushy field. Early in the season a few nests are
placed in tangled roots of trees along the streams. The number of eggs range from
two to four, usually three. Nest building begins about April 25, and full sets of eggs
are to be found May 4th. The Cardinal often lays abnormal eggs. Some of these are
very long and tapering, some are almost spherical and others are much below the
average size. One nest found May 27th, 1888, contained two eggs of the normal size
and one measuring .61 x .51 inches. 1915—Abundant. 1993—Common throughout
the county in bushy fields and in yards with plenty of shrubbery.
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1893—None. 1915-—None. 1993—Fairly common. This
species seems to be increasing in Greene County. My first summer record was in
1966. It prefers woodlands with dense undergrowth,

Indigo Bunting 1893—Abundant along the border of woods and in the briery
thickets and bushy fields. Nests placed from ten inches to five feet above the ground.
Three and four is the number of eggs laid; four predominating. Fresh eggs were found
from June 11th to August 3rd. 1915—Very common. 1993—Very common. Usually
found along bushy roadsides, briery fields and woodland edges.

Dickcissel 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—None, but a female was seen carrying
nesting material on July 15, 1967 in a briery field near Jefferson. The male was still
singing 3 days later but it is believed the nest was abandoned.

Rufous-sided Towhee 1893—Abundant along the border of brushy woods and in
the brier fields, placing the nest on the ground or in a small bush. Nidification begins
about May 5th, and two broods are reared. The number of eggs is usually four, often
only three and rarely five. One peculiarity I have noticed is that the first nests are
nearly always placed on the ground, while the position of the second nest is usually
the reverse. 1915—Common. 1993-—Very common. Found everywhere where there
is dense, bushy cover.

Chipping Sparrow 1893—Abundant, nesting everywhere except in the more
heavily wooded tracts. A common bird in the town, nesting in the shade and other
ornamental trees. Height to nest ranges below thirty-five feet. One was placed on the
ground. However, this is an exception, as it is the only one found placed less than
fifteen inches above the ground. Eggs three and four. Two broods are reared, the first
eggs being laid by May 15th. 1915—Abundant, 1993—Very common. A common
bird in yards, especially where there are evergreens.

Field Sparrow 1893—Abundant in grassy fields overgrown with briers and bushes
so often met with on the hillsides. Nests placed in tuft of grass or a few inches above
the ground in brier or bush. Eggs commonly three or four, rarely five. Nidification
begins about the tenth of May. Two broods are raised; the second being hatched by
August 15th. 1915—Abundant. 1993—Very common. Found all over the county
along bushy roadsides and in overgrown fields.

Vesper Sparrow 1893—Common in the upland pastures, placing their nests near
base of a weed or bunch of grass. Eggs three to five, the latter number being seldom
met with. It seems that more than one brood is raised during the season, as I have
found eggs variously incubated, from May second to the first of August. 1915—
Common. 1993—Rare. A beautiful singer, especially on summer evenings. It was
common around farms until 1965 but is now seldom found.
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Lark Sparrow 1893—Rare. My brother brought in a set of five fresh eggs which
he took from a nest in a small bush. 1915—None. 1993—None.

Savannah Sparrow 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Uncommon. This species
seems to prefer meadows and partially grazed pastures. My first records and nest
were in 1953, They were probably here much earlier.

Grasshopper Sparrow 1893—So far, I have found this bird to be rare. Two nests
were found on the ground in pastures on hillsides. One contained five, the other three
eggs. 1915—Common. 1993—Uncommon. Prefers a habitat that is similar to the
preceding species.

Henslow’s Sparrow 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Uncommon. Another
grassland sparrow where more than one pair may nest in a field one year and be
absent the next. A meadow that is not mowed every year seems to be preferred. My
first record was of two singing birds in a field on May 28, 1966. On July 16, 1971,
1 noted eight singing in a field about a mile from here.

Song Sparrow 1893—The first nests of the Song Sparrow are generally placed in
the side of a bank along a stream or the roadside. Later in the season they are most
common in pastures and neglected fields, placing the nest on or near the ground; the
highest being five feet up in a bush. 1915—Abundant. 1993—Very common.

Swamp Sparrow 1893—A few of these birds are met with in the weedy bottomland
along some of the streams. The few nests found by me were placed in low bushes or
bunches of grass growing along the border of boggy places. Full sets numbered four
eggs, and May 28th and June 17th are the dates on which they were taken. 1915—
None. 1993—None.

Bobolink 1893—Rare as a Summer resident. One nest containing five eggs was
found placed in the tall grass in the midst of a large meadow. During the Spring
migration this is one of our most common birds, resorting to the woods and keeping
well into the tree-tops. 1915—None. 1993—Rare. Occasionally found in large
meadows in eastern Green County during the summer months. A nest with four young
was found near Jefferson on July 7, 1965. Meadows are mowed too early for this
species to raise young in most places.

Red-winged Blackbird 1893-This is our commonest Blackbird. The first indi-
viduals reach this locality about the twenty-second of March, and by the twentieth
of April, flocks numbering hundreds are pouring in from the south. During the
breeding season the Redwing resorts mainly to the low lands, placing its nest in the
tall grass and weeds or in the tops of low willows and elders that line the banks of
many of the streams. The height from the ground is usually under eight feet, although
1 have found nests fifteen feet up in orchard trees, and on one occasion fifty feet
above the ground in top of water elm. May 15th, full complements of eggs are to be
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found. The number ranges from three to five, the latter number, however, I consider
a rare set. 1915—Abundant. 1993-—Abundant.

Eastern Meadowlark 1893-—Most common in the upland pastures, nesting as early
as May third (five fresh eggs). Eggs usually five, often only three or four and rarely
six. 1915—Common. 1993—Fairly common in meadows and pastures that are
lightly grazed, but while working on the Pennsylvania Atlas Project I did not find any
in the southwest corner of the county.

Common Grackle 1893—[Purple Grackle] Abundant during migration but be-
comes scarce as the season advances. A few pairs remain to breed and are found in
the same localities as the subspecies [Bronzed Grackle].

[Bronzed Grackle]-Abundant, nesting commonly in the elms, pines, maples and
the giant sycamores along the streams, and in the orchards on higher ground. Clumps
of locust trees in the vicinity of water is also a favorite site. Eggs four to six: five is
the number most commonly met with. As early as April 25th I have found nests
containing slightly incubated eggs, and fresh eggs were found as late as May 15th.
About the middle of July, small companies are seen collecting in certain localities.
As the season advances their numbers increase until flocks of hundred, and even
thousands, pack the roosts. One of these roosts exists along the creek on a farm
adjoining Waynesburg on the southwest. Here, I have seen immense flocks of
Blackbirds settle on the ripening corn, whose rustle, from the sudden contact,
sounded like prolonged puffs or escaping steam. The Blackbirds do but little damage
to crops, in this locality, consequently they escape persecution. 1915—Common.
1993—Common. Earlier ornithologists separated the Purple and Bronzed Grackle,
but due to interbreeding, they are not now separated.

Brown-headed Cowbird 1893-—Abundant. These birds arrive from the south
about the first of April and are seen in small flocks of a dozen or less individuals.
About the fifth of May, the lazy female begins skulking about on the ground, or
peering into the undergrowth, searching for the nest of some other species, in which
to deposit an egg while the owner is away from home. I am of the opinion that this
bird often returns to the same nest and deposits at least the second egg, as T have often
encountered nests containing eggs of [Cowbirds], which resembled each other as
closely as is general with a complement of eggs of any of the smaller birds.

According to my observations, in nearly every instance, nests in which Cow-
birds’ eggs had been deposited, contained an incomplete complement of the rightful
owner. Especially is this true with nests of [Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Yellow Warbler,
Louisiana Waterthrush, Acadian Flycatcher, Rufous-sided Towee, Red-eyed Vireo,
Yellow-breasted Chat, and Scarlet Tanager].

I have found a nest of Blue-gray Gnatcatcher containing a single young bird and
that of a Cowbird. A Red-eyed Vireo’s nest contained nothing more than a hard sat
egg of [a Cowbird]. Many nests are deserted after the placing of the parasitic egg.
Frequently nests (Phoebe, Yellow-breasted Chat, and the Yellow and Kentucky
Warblers) were found in which a new floor had been laid, entirely or partially hiding
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the first laid eggs, which in this case, was the Cowbird. In addition to the species
already mentioned as being troubled by the Cow Bunting, the following receives a
fair showing of the same attention: [Northern Oriole, Northern Cardinal, Chipping
Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Indigo Bunting, Warbling Vireo, White-
eyed Vireo, Worm-eating Warbler, Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, American
Redstart, Carolina Chickadee, Wood Thrush, and Eastern Bluebird]. 1915—Abun-
dant. 1993-—Common. Found all over the county where there is livestock. My
experiments with Cowbird elimination show that if the habitat is suitable and there
are few Cowbirds, their host species will do fine (Bell, 1991, 1992).

Orchard Oriole 1893—Common. Found nesting in orchards and in the maples and
water elms along the creeks from middle of May to middle of June. From three to five
eggs are laid. 1915—Uncommon. 1993—Fairly common. Found in open areas along
roadsides and farm lands where there are scattered trees. Their hanging nest is to be
found in both deciduous and evergreen trees.

Northern Oriole 1893—Common along the streams, nesting in the sycamores and
elms. A few pairs nest in the orchards and woods on the hillsides. The largest number
of eggs found in one nest was six. This large number came under my notice twice.
Although taken in different years the two sets might have been laid by one bird as the
nests were in the same tree. I find the usual complement is five eggs; four, however,
is not an uncommon set. May and June is the nesting period. 1915—Common.
1993—Common. Nests in habitat similar to the Orchard Oriole but builds a deeper
gourd-shaped nest.

Purple Finch 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993-—Rare. Seldom seen here in the
summertime but a nest with 4 eggs was found in the top of an Austrian Pine near
Jefferson in 1986.

House Finch 1893—None. 1915—None. 1993—Very common where there are
bird feeding stations—especially where there are evergreens. It not only nests in
evergreens, but under awnings, in crevices, and similar situations. It was a western
species that was released from pet shops in New York City in the early 1940s, and
it has now spread all over the eastern United States. My first record for the county
was on October 29, 1977 when one was captured and banded at our bird feeder.

American Goldfinch 1893—Abundant, and a resident throughout the year, nesting
in the orchards, along edges of woods and in the isolated walnuts and other trees in
the field, in July and August. The nest is usually placed in trees, at heights ranging
from ten to thirty feet above the ground. However, there are exceptions, as I have
found an occasional nest above thirty feet, and one nest (August Ist, 1891),
containing six slightly incubated eggs, was placed in a brier only five feet above the
ground. Most of the nests examined contained five eggs, a few only four, and one six.
1915—Tolerably abundant everywhere. 1993—Very common.
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House Sparrow 1893—Abundant in town and are becoming so about farm houses
in the country. Four, five and six eggs are laid. Nests about buildings in town and
trees and deserted nests of the Woodpecker in the country. In some of the shade trees
in town I have observed the large globular nest of this bird. During late summer and
throughout the fall the English Sparrows are found in flocks, sometimes numbering
several hundred. Even now, while I am writing this, there is a flock of two score or
more, raising a dust and general racket out in the street in front of our house. 1915
Abundant. 1993—Very common. Introduced into the United States around 1850
from England, this species became quite numerous and is considered a pest by many.
Its numbers have declined somewhat, especially in towns, since the auto replaced the
horse as a means of transportation.
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The 1993 Christmas Bird Count

Leon Wilson

Twenty-four areas reported Christmas counts for 1993, an increase of two over
1992. As in previous years, the reporting areas have had some changes. We have two
new counts in West Virginia, and one in Ohio; one West Virginia count did not
Teport.

The “Greatest Numbers” list had one change again this year with the American
Robin replacing the Common Grackle. This change was because the numbers for all
species of blackbirds were very low, while the reports for American Robins from
most areas were up (with Washington, PA, reporting 2,375). The numbers for each
of the top 12 species increased except for the Common Grackle. A majority of the
reports showed an increase in both species and total numbers, while four areas
showed a decrease in both. We do have five more species, and 33,410 more
individual birds than were reported in 1992,

The Carolina Wren showed an increase of 14 birds over 1992, while the Eastern
Bluebird showed a decrease of 271. The House Finch showed an increase of 1,213
above the 1992 total. We have been monitoring these three species for several years,
and the loss of 271 Eastern Bluebirds is a cause for concern. It will be interesting to
see what the effect of the severe winter of early 1994 will have on these, as well as
on many other, species.

Greatest Number Observed

1992 1993
1. American Crow 26922 37456
2. European Starling 19223 28002
3. Mourning Dove 5122 7189
4. Rock Dove 5196 6774
5. House Finch 5376 6589
6. Dark-eyed Junco 5312 5997
7. Canada Goose 4141 5579
8. chickadee, sp. 3886 5047
9. American Robin 1375 4907
10. House Sparrow 4007 4323
11. Mallard 2930 3776
12. Northern Cardinal 3006 3391
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. Lincoln Sparrow

Observed on All Counts

Mourning Dove

Downy Woodpecker
Blue Jay

American Crow
chickadee, sp.

Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

European Starling
Northern Cardinal

. Song Sparrow

. Dark-eyed Junco

. House Finch

. American Goldfinch

Observed on One Count Only

Snow Goose
Canvasback
Oldsquaw

Surf Scoter
Ruddy Duck
Black Vulture
Bald Eagle
Northern Goshawk
Golden Eagle
Common Snipe
Short-eared Owl
Marsh Wren
Pine Warbler
Vesper Sparrow

— e ) RN N B R e ) — B — N

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco
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Charleston, WV
Huntington, WV
Charleston, WV
Parkersburg, WV
Beaver Creek, OH
Raleigh County, WV
Pipestem, WV
Rector, PA
Pendleton County, WV
Inwood, WV
Clarion County, PA
Pipestem, WV
Huntington, WV
Raleigh County, WV
Ona, WV

Raleigh County, WV
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Abbreviations for Species
Species

Common Loon

Pied-billed Grebe
Double-crested Cormorant
Great Blue Heron

Tundra Swan

Snow Goose

Canada Goose

Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
American Black Duck

Mallard

Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

American Widgeon
Canvasback

Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup
scaup, sp.
Oldsquaw

Surf Scoter

Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead

duck, sp.

Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser

Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Black Vulture

Turkey Vulture

Osprey

Bald Eagle

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Northern Goshawk
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Abbreviation

COLO
PBGR
DCCO
GTBH
TUSW

GSGO
CAGO
WwWODU
AGWT
ABDU

MALL
NSHO
GADW
AMWI
CANV

RNDU
LESC
sc, sp.
OLDS
SUSC

COGO
BUFF

du, sp.
HOME
COME

RBME
RUDU
BLVU
TUVU
OSPR

BAEA
NOHA
SSHA

COHA
NOGO

Species

accipiter, sp.
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
buteo, sp.

Golden Eagle

eagle, sp.

American Kestrel
hawk, sp.
Ring-necked Pheasant

Ruffed Grouse
Wild Turkey
Northern Bobwhite
American Coot
Killdeer

Common Snipe
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
gull, sp.

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove
Eastern Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Long-eared Owl

Short-eared Owl

Belted Kingfisher
Red-headed Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Phoebe
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Abbreviation

ac, sp.
RSHA
RTHA
RLHA
bu, sp.

GOEA
eg, sp.
AMKE
ha, sp.
RNPH

RUGU
WITU
NOBO
AMCO
KILL

COSN
RBGU
HERG
gu, sp.
RODO

MODO
EASO
GHOW
BAOW
LEOW

SEOW
BEKI
RHWO
RBWO
YBSA

DOWO
HAWO
NOFL
PIWO
EAPH
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Species

- Horned Lark

Blue Jay
American Crow
Fish Crow
Common Raven

Black-capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
chickadee, sp.

Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch

White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

Winter Wren

Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Eastern Bluebird

Hermit Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher
Cedar Waxwing

Loggerhead Shrike
European Starling

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler

Pine Warbler
Northern Cardinal

Rufous-sided Towhee
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow

Abbreviation

HOLA
BLIA
AMCR
FICR
CORA

BCCH
CACH
ch, sp.
ETTI

RBNU

WBNU
BRCR
CARW
WIWR
MAWR

GCKI
RCKI
BGGN
EABL
HETH

AMRO
GRCA
NOMO
BRTH
CEDW

LOSH
EUST
MYWA
PIWA
NOCA

RSTO
ATSP
CHSP
FISP

VESP
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Species

Savannah Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln’s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
sparrow, sp.

Dark-eyed Junco
Oregon Junco

Red-winged Blackbird
Eastern Meadowlark
Rusty Blackbird
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird

Purple Finch

House Finch
Common Redpoll
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch

Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow
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Abbreviation

SAVS
FOSP
SOSP
LISP

SWSP

WTSP
WCSP
sp, sp.
DEJU
ORJU

RWBL
EAME
RUBL
COGR
BHCO

PUFI
HOFI
CORE
PISI
AMGO

EVGR
HOSP
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1993 Christmas Bird Counts
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CAGO
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MALL
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AMWI
CANYV
RNDU
LESC
s¢, Sp.
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SUSC
COGO
BUFF
du, sp.
HOME
COME
RBME
RUDU
BLVU
TUVU
QSPR
BAEA
NOHA
SSHA
COHA
NOGO
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2
CountNo. 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 5 W0 u u 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
ac, sp. e — — _ —_— e — — — — 1 — _ _ _ ) _ _ __ . _ - _ _
RSHA — * 5 — 1 — 18 30— 5 2 — 2 3 _ = _ 1 1 _ _ X _ —
RTHA 1 6 5 33 6 — 717 8 17 30 5 3 5 4 15 12 56 p P -
L R L R A A 3o : 3 omoswop o oowo % owow
bu, sp. — 1 — — —_ — — —_ — - 2 — — — — — - _ - _ — _ - —
GOEA _ = = = = = = - - - 2 _— - - —_ — — _ — — — — _
eg, Sp. - - —_ _ — —_ — — — — —_ 1 - — _ . _ _ _ _ - _ . _
AMKE 4 2 7 14 7 — 17 1 2 34 51 6 1 P — " - 15 s e I 1 ; ;
ha, sp. — 1 — — — — —_ — — - — - - _ _:_ _ _ _ _ - _ -
RNPH - - = 1 1T - = = = = = = _ _ _ _ _ , — _ _ 5 , _
RUGR 1 1 - - 4 - - 1 1 - 3 - 8 4 — 2 3 2 —_ 2 20 1 6 3
WITU - * 6 — 10 — 2 — 4 — 4l 63 128 42 94 15 3 —_ — 31 24 10 103
NOBO - - - 1 = = 1 24 — 1 ;- - _ _ _ = 5 _ _ _ _ _
AMCO - = 19 1 - - = = = = = - x _ — _ - - - 1 _ - 1 —
KILL - - &1 - = = 12 2 — 39 34 1 - 4 _ _ _ i _ _ _ ) _ _
COSN —_ — = = = = 4 - - = =
RBGU - - = ! -6 - - T T 1 — — 22 - - 1 420 — 1 — —
HERG N 5 - = = = -
gu, sp. —_ —_ — — — — — - — — — — - - - - - - - 67 - - - -
RODO 2 32 282 471 320 — 595 661 74 96 1252 66 - — - - = - - 56 - - =

38 405 42 303 78 375 12 849 117 258 9 350
MODO 52 2 239 560 118 8§ 447 219 131 347 995 190
BASO > S T, o s s p 4 33 107 40 649 55 974 225 366 607 373 177 275
GHOW - - - 3 —- - 14 7 4 4 — 1 i 3 9 1? - : - - ? 7 - 14
BAOW - 1 T T T TS C o - - : 10 2 5
LEOW S 1T = - = = = = = = - - - > - - - ! 3
SEOW - = = = = = = = = = == — _ _ _ _ — = _ 2 . — —
BEKI — 1 9 9 4 — 10 6 3 7 15 8 [} 3 2 3 3 4 3 4 2 5 6 b
RHWO S — 1 5 - - = = - — 1 _ _ — — _ — — — — _
RBWO - 2 26 54 4 1 39 60 20 31 109 16 23 10 34 33 2 35 17 6 3 29 33 64
YBSA - = = 16 3 1 313 3 3 4 3 10 3 1 — = _ 2 — _ 8 _ 3
DOWO § 16 52 54 38 4 81 72 25 93 160 36 " - -

60 20 45 3 8 64 2 3 71 4 7
HAWO 3 9 1 7  J— 717 4 7 18 8 4 p i ;2 ° - > g 5 2 1? iz
NOFL — 2 32 4 6 40 31 2 54 57 1 3 s 1 p 7 1 5 6 3 3 2 - o
PIWO 5 9 33 16 4 17 37 19 19 3t 13 23 11 1 15 1 6 s — 9 14 3 15
EAPH S — 2 S - 1  J— 5 1 1 6 5 _ - _ _ - _ _ - = -
HOLA - 5 - 20 @ - = = = = = = = -
BLJA 6 30 91 94 148 5 161 233 42 116 279 145 56 lii . 104 13 fi; an 51 173 179
AMCR 70 6486 90 198 238 2 241 461 79 253 300 338 a3 21048 1722 67 118 184 138 25 o188 99 370 195
FICR S — 3 - = = — — - - - - -
CORA —_ 13 S — 2 S — 5 * - = 3 5 3 _ _ _ _ — _ _ - _3
BCCH - 179  — 17 159 — — 39 31 - 27 - T - - ; " "
CACH 39 — 169 97 — 4 255 75 42 228 246 — o o o ;; e 151 - “;’2 626 13? 662 ’l‘ig
ch, sp. - - - 6 = = = 34 10 — 28 - : - ° - ) -
ETTI 9 37 121 6 8 4 120 94 28 152 273 91 13‘,’ z; " };g % s = 7 - 67— 128
RBNU 1T 03 2z — 2 6 4 = 1 1 - > ; 2 ; 92 51 9? e 192 lgg

Z et 3 R ) L)
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Count No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
WBNU 10 25 63 26 60 2 89 46 28 88 110 43
BRCR —_ 2 2 10 4 — 3 8 2 12 8 1
CARW 2 4 57 64 19 2 120 39 34 127 202 17
WIWR —_— — — —_ 1 —_— 4 —_ — 3 - —
MAWR — — —— — — — — —_ — — —_ —
GCKI 21 10 17 1 — 15 13 — 62 5 1
RCK1 e — i 1 —_ — 2 8 — 2 — —
BGGN — — — — — — — — — — — —_
EABL — 4 21 103 18 — 68 87 34 96 83 28
HETH — — 2 3 — — 28 — 10 — —
AMRO — 1 60 269 37 — 143 314 69 32 148 5
GRCA — e — 3 —_ — — — — — —
NOMO 4 1 36 104 1 107 91 7 57 96 13
BRTH —_— — — — —— — 1 — — —_ — —
CEDW — 24 3 363 29 — — 249 17 3 33 35
LOSH — — 3 — —_ —_ 3 — — —

EUST 27 186 703 4643 419 125 1941 2997 808 907 2534 469
MYWA — — 40 3 — 2 16 25 3 4 9 —
PIWA — — — — — — 2 — — —— — —
NOCA 19 26 123 181 84 11 296 144 87 207 462 926
RSTO —— — 28 — 1 — 68 — 25 16 —
ATSP — —— — 41 — —— — 21 2 1 12 —
CHSP — — — —_ — — 5 —_ — —_ * —
FISP — 16 3 13 — — 33 29 — 16 20 -
VESP e — — — — — — — — — e —
SAYVYS — — — — — —_ — 1 — 1 — —
FOSP —_ — 1 3 1 — — —_— — — — 3
SOSp 7 6 185 83 39 3 160 42 36 259 364 21
LiSp — — — —_ — — — — — 1 — —
SWSP — — 3 10 — — 3 2 — 34 11 —
WTISP 4 5 73 116 7 2 142 122 19 178 152 17
WCSP — — — 96 — — 3 49 — 30 14 14
Sp, Sp. e 4 — — e — — — e — — —
DEJU 6 64 117 303 105 1 163 510 181 213 354 729
ORJU —_— _— — _ —_ —_ — - — — —
RWBL — — 11 66 1 — 551 — — 330 1 12
EAME — — — 2 —_ — 1 14 — 11 — —_
RUBL — — — — — — * — — — —_ —
COGR — — — 34 i 1 171 — 3 35 5 1
BHCO — — — 5 — i * 10 — 20 2 1
PUFI 8 14 — — 3 —_ — 2 — — — 13
HOFI 24 25 230 357 132 2 254 199 185 834 538 169
CORE — —_ — — — e —_ 7 —_ — —
PISI — — — —_ — — —_— —_ 4 — 7 14
AMGO 4 15 215 70 47 i6 72 107 31 112 271 85
EVGR — 61 4 —_— 399 5 — — 17 16 33 196
HOS? —_ 87 65 201 206 1 131 120 29 55 273 99

*QObserved during count week, but not on count day.
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13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
45 49 28 51 10 45 11 19 117 51 144 112
3 2 3 3 — 3 . 8 8 2 6 12
25 26 39 32 4 14 22 17 10 49 10 70
6 4 — 2 — 2 —— 1 1 — 2 —

2 - — — — — — — — o — —_
11 8 1 45 —_ 4 6 16 20 5 48 i1
29 1 —_ —— — —_ — 3 — — —- —
1 - _ — — — — — — — —- —_
38 48 13 63 20 38 24 12 41 105 25 43
10 8 — —_ — — — — — — — 4
172 67 21 55 1 43 38 15 47 982 12 2375
12 11 — 1 — 7 3 3 — 31 1 8
— —_ — — — — _ — 2 —_ — —
312 121 47 90 — 17 — — 265 e 352 170
226 296 610 989 322 2165 208 478 968 2589 376 3025
3 15 2 — o — 2 — — 2 — 23
94 135 60 163 47 244 218 75 101 245 123 150
13 65 — — — 2 — — 2 — 5
i — —_ 108 27 450 8 5 157 82 210 10
—_ — — i —_ —_ _ — — — —
9 10 —_ 1 — — 3 — 1 6 — —
—_ 3 — — — — —_ — — — — —
30 114 24 47 18 78 113 41 13 86 29 66
* 9 —_ — — o — — —_ — 4 —
111 64 31 7 — 2 39 6 10 4 10 57
— 11 — 1 — 5 11 1 — 2 — —
— — — — — — J_— 25 — — _ —
189 171 49 213 139 393 298 105 588 510 396 200
— 1 — — — — — — — — —
2 24 _ —_ —_— 212 15 2 — 7 — 16

5 3 — —_ — 1 1 —_ — — — —_

1 59 e —— 1 2 —_ — — 5 — —

* 7 — — — —_ — — 1 4 — 17

8 33 e 1 — 8 2 40 19 — 28 —_
54 103 35 282 51 255 166 197 699 640 378 760
—_ — — — — —_ — — 3 5 — .
* 12 18 — — 12 — — 13 — 2 —
76 86 10 151 27 118 45 40 123 70 122 91
80 — — 38 — —_ 10 12 352 4 146 —
97 203 39 437 84 767 180 184 263 519 202 261
P.O. Box 105

Ona, WV 25545
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James D. Phillips, Editor

Few reporters commented on the weather. The spring seemed a bit cooler than
usual. Carolina Wrens seemed to suffer from the harsh winter weather over much
of the region, but populations appeared to be stable in the south. Large numbers of
gulls were seen during the period. Unusual birds, this season, included White
Pelican on the Ohio side of the Ohio River(MBC), Red-necked Grebes, Black-
bellied Whistling Duck, and Yellow-headed Blackbird(WA). There were mixed
reports on the waterfowl migration. The shorebird movement was considered poor,
and the songbird migration was considered pretty good.

Loons through terns—Common Loons were seen over most of the region
during March and April and Double-crested Cormerants were seen just about as
often. Pied-billed Grebes were seen mostly from mid-March to mid-April. A few
Horned Grebes were present in early April, and the Red-necked Grebes from last
season were present until April 25(WA). The only mention of bitterns came from
Glenwood Swamp, Cabell County(WA). There were three American Bitterns and
one Least Bittern there on May 1. Great Blue Herons were found in most areas.
Great Egrets were widely reported. Sightings were made in Tucker(JN,GB),
Cabell(WA), Mercer(JP), Wood(MBC), and Nicholas(RR) counties. Noteworthy
were more than 50 Cattle Egrets flying low over downtown Charleston, Kanawha
County on April 22(WA). An early Green Heron was seen along the New River near
the West Virginia line in late March(JB). This species had returned to most areas by
mid-April. ‘

A Black-bellied Whistling Duck, possibly a state record, was photographed by
Wendell Argabrite at Gallipolis Locks, Mason County on May 2. Mute Swans were
found on the Ohio side of the Ohio River on March 2(MBC) and during the first two
weeks of April{WA). A White Pelican was.found in Ohio across from Parkersburg,
West Virginia on March 11 and was still present at the end of the period(MBC).
Wood Ducks returned to Upshur County the first week of March(VH) and the rest
of the region by mid-March. Morthern Pintails were on the Ohio River during the
middle of March(MBCQC). Bheew_s.g Teal were found from March 22(MBC)
through April 28(JP). Morthern Shovelers were seen during the first half of March.
Two pair of Gadwall were observed ng on a sewage lagoon near Princeton,
Mercer County in March(IP). A few Reﬁh eads were still present on the New River,
Summers County in late March(JP). Flocks of Ring-necked Ducks were seen on
most bodies of water in the region during the second half of March. Lesser Scaup

153 THE BREDSTART — OCTOBER, 1994

)

Black-bellied Whistling Duck, Gallipolis Locks, Mason County, West Vir-
3

ginia, May 2, 1994, Photo by Wendell Argabrite.

were also found in decent numbers at that time. A male Greater Scaup was seen on
the Bluestone River, Summers County on April 19(JP). American Wigeon were in
the region during most of March and some of April. @an “sbacks were found only
on the Ohio River(MBC, BBC). Common Goldeneyes left during March but a few
Buffieheads and Hooded Mergansers were present through the first 10 days of
April. Common and Red-breasted mergansers were noted primarily during March.
A few Ruddy Ducks were found during late March and early April.

" Turkey Vultures returned to the north by the middle of March. Sizable roosts
are still being seen at the mouth of the Bluestone River, Summers County(JP) and
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the mouth of the East River, Mercer County(JP) and just across the state line near the
mouth of Wolf Creek, Virginia(JB). Ospreys were being seen along larger streams
by the first week of April. Several Ospreys attempted nest building near Blennerhassett
Island, Wood County but none were successful. These are assumed to be birds from
the hacking program of the last five years(MBC). Bald Eagles were reported from
Kanawha(HG) and Wood(MBC) counties. Some areas reported Broad-winged
Hawks to be a bit late but Kyle Bush had them by March 15 in Upshur County.
Peregrine Falcons were seen in Wood(MBC) and Summers(JP) counties in late
March and early April.

Little mention was made of Ruffed Grouse. Wild Turkey seem in pretty good
shape although they may have suffered some from the harsh winter and wet, cool
spring. Northern Bobwhites were reported only from Wood(MBC) and
Kanawha(HG) counties during the season. Glenwood Swamp produced possibly
nesting King Rails and definitely nesting Virginia Rails in late April{ WA). Nesting
Common Moorhens were also found at that location on May 4(WA).

Semi-palmated Plovers were present in Wood County most of the month of
May(MBC). Both yellowlegs were widely reported in good numbers. There were
few reports of Solitary Sandpipers, but as usual Spotted Sandpipers were found
across the region. Four Ruddy Turnstones were seen at Sand Creek, Wood County
on May 7(MBC). Semi-palmated and Least sandpipers were the only peeps
seen(MBC, HG). A Dunlin was seen May 21 at Glenwood(WA). Several Short-
billed Dowitchers were found May 15 in Mason and Cabell counties(WA). A few
Common Snipes and several American Woodcocks were found. Some Bonaparte’s
Gulls were noted along the Ohic River(MBC), and large numbers of Ring-billed and
Herring gulls were seen along the New, Kanawha, and Ohio
rivers(CK,HG,BBC,MBC) during the period. A Caspian Tern was seen in Pleasants
County on April 7 and Common Terns could be found in Wood County from late
April to late May(MBC). Four Ferster’s Terns were noted in Cabell County on
April 30(WA), and the same number was seen on Blennerhassett Island on May 7 and
3(MBC).

Cuckoos through vireos—Both cuckoos had returned by the last week of April.
Great Horned Owls were heard in several areas. A pair heard in Summers County
all winter could not be located after the last ice storm in early March(JP). Barred
Owls were reported in Summers, Mercer(JP), Tucker(JN), and Lewis(AV) coun-
ties. The only report for Common Nighthawks was an early one in Wood County
March 6(MBC). Whip-poor-wills were found in Ritchie County(VC) on April 14
and Wood County(MBC) on May 4. Chimney Swifts had returned to most of the
region by the first week of April, and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds returned by
the third week of April. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers remained in some areas as late
as mid-April. With the exception of Red-headed Woodpeckers the woodpeckers
seemed in pretty good shape.
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The flycatchers seemed to arrive early in some places and late in others with no
noticeable pattern. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was found in Wood County May
16(MBC). Eastern Wood-Pewees returned to Wood County as early as April
5(MBC). Other areas did not find them until after May 1. Acadian and Least
flycatchers did not return until the second week of May. Willow Flycatchers were
found in Mercer(JP), Clay(HG), and Wood(MBC) counties. Great Crested Fly-
catchers seemed to return on time everywhere. Bell found Eastern Kingbirds in
Pennsylvania by April 26, his earliest date in 20 years. A few Purple Martins were
found over most of the region in early April and their numbers picked up by the end
of the month. Several reporters still consider their numbers down. Most of the
swallows seemed to be on time with the Tree Swallow maybe in the best numbers.
Bank Swallow nests numbering 15 and 30, and 60 Cliff Swallow nests were found
in three locations in Wood County(MBC).

The last date for Red-breasted Nuthatches was April 18(MBC). The last date
for Brown Creeper also came from Wood County(MBC) on May 14. Most of the
northern reporters found Carolina Wrens to be scarce or completely absent, while
in Summers and Mercer counties they seemed to be fine. House Wrens seemed to
be on time. Winter Wrens were still present in Summers County at the end of
April(JP). Marsh Wrens were located in Cabell County(WA) on May 1 and in
Wood County(MBC) on May 14. George Breiding located a Bewick’s Wren near
Moyers, Pendleton County on May 2. Both kinglets seemed to remain a bit longer
than usual. Golden-crowned Kinglets left by the end of April, and some Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were still around at mid-May. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers returned
to most of the region by the first week of April.

Mostreporters considered it a good migration for the thrushes. May 24 was a late
date for Veery in Wood County(MBC). Gray-cheeked Thrushes were present in
Cabell County as late as May 14(WA). Swainson’s Thrushes were found as late as
mid-May in Cabell(WA) and Wood(MBC) counties. Wood Thrushes seemed a bit
lower in numbers. More than 20 Water Pipits were seen in Monroe County in early
March(CK). White-eyed Vireos had returned a bit early, before the third week of
April. Selitary and Yellow-throated vireos seemed on time. Warbling Virees
were somewhat erratic in their arrival, while Red-eyed Vireos were early in some
areas.

Warblers through finches—Blue-winged Warblers arrived by the third
week of April. Unusually early was a Golden-winged Warbler in Wood County
March 24(MBC). Only a few Tennessee and Nashville warblers were noted. An
early Black-throated Green Warbler was seen in Wood County on April 9, and
an early Cerulean Warbler was also noted in that county on March 24(MBC). An
early Black-and-white Warbler was noted in Kanawha County April 7(HG). A
continuous wave of Cape May, Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Green,
Blackburnian, and Bay-breasted warblers and American Redstarts was ob-
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served from 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. at the Pipestem State Park Nature Center,
Summers County on May 8(JP). Some Blackpoll Warblers were still moving
through the region the third week of May. Most of the other warblers seemed to be
on time.

Both tanagers had returned by the end of April. There were more than the usual
number of reports for Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. Indigo Buntings were a bit late
returning to the region. Chipping and Field sparrows seemed to be on time. Fox
Sparrows were more evident than usual. White-throated and White-crowned
sparrows could be found in several areas as late as the third week of May. Dark-
eyed Juncos were in pretty good numbers through the middle of May. Bobolinks
seemed to be a bit more difficult to find this year.

Yellow-headed Blackbird at MeClintic Wildlife Station, Mason County, West
Virginia, April 9, 1994. Photo by Wendell Argabrite.

157 THE REDSTART — OCTOBER, 1994

Most of the blackbirds seemed to be on time and in their usual numbers. A male
Yellow-headed Blackbird was photographed by Wendell Argabrite at McClintic
Wildlife Station, Mason County April 9. Both orioles were evident by April 25 and
the Northern Oriole seemed to be in pretty good numbers. Purple Finches
remained in most of the region through the end of April. Pine Siskins and Evening
Grosbeaks were still present in the region in mid-May.

Contributors—Wendell Argabrite(WA), Ralph Bell(RB), George Breiding(GB),

-Jim Brown(JB), Brooks Bird Club Headquarters(BBC), Kyle Bush(KB), Virginia

Cronenberger(VB), Hullet Good(HG), VirginiaBly Hoover(VH), Clyde Kessler(CK),

Mountwood Bird Club(MBC), John Northeimer(JN), Robert Rine(RR), Allegheny
Vistas(AV).

HC 78, Box 42-C
Pipestem, WV 25979
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Book Reviews

The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas by Albert R. Buckelew Jr. and George A.
Hall. 1994. University of Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 215 pp., seven
map overlays, bibliography, and index. $23.75

Birding in the summertime. It's a tough way to make aliving. Gone are the warm
spring breezes, the flush of new growth in woodland and meadow, the rush of
countless species headed to northern nesting grounds, and the long species lists so
many birders seem to live for. Say hello instead to sunrises that come too early,
summer heat, biting insects, songs without faces, weather that won’t cooperate, and
questions of sanity. To the casual observer it would hardly seem worth the effort, but
it is.

The efforts of over 300 West Virginia birders who took to the field during the
summers of 1984 to 1989 have been rewarded with the publication of The West
Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas by Albert R. Buckelew Jr. and George A. Hall.
Published in 1994 by the University of Pittsburgh Press, this 215-page, hardbound
book represents the culmination of a 10-year project to inventory and map the
distribution of West Virginia’s breeding birds. The result is the most comprehensive
picture of the state’s summer birdlife ever assembled. Anyone with an interest in
West Virginia's breeding birds, be it at a county, regional, or statewide perspective,
will want to have this book.

The heart of a breeding bird atlas such as this is the distribution maps produced
for each species. West Virginia birders, scouring atlas blocks in 441 of the state’s
454 topographic quadrangles, submitted over 34,000 observations to produce the
distribution maps presented in this publication. Maps with accompanying text are
presented for the 171 species (plus two hybrids) that were identified as confirmed or
probable breeders during the 6-year survey period. The maps effectively show the
distribution of each species, although the open symbols used for the possible and
observed categories sometimes require a little more concentration to pick out. The
state map itself includes the country boundaries and is overlaid by the topographic
grid system employed in the survey, thereby allowing the reader to discern not only
the particular quadrangle and block a species was reported for but also which
quadrangles a species was absent in. Presented with each map is a table that shows
the total number of blocks the species was recorded in and a breakdown of the
number of blocks within the four breeding categories.

The species accounts accompanying the distribution maps are brief but well
written. Information is provided on the species’ continental and West Virginia
breeding ranges; nesting habitats; population trends for the state and region as
determined by Breeding Bird Survey or other data; and, where appropriate, factors
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that may have affected the coverage for a particular species. Introductory material
in the book covers the history and organization of the West Virginia Atlas Project,
atlas methodologies, general remarks on the overall results of the project, and
limitations affecting coverage at both the block and species level. Environmental
factors influencing the distributions of breeding birds in West Virginia such as
physiographic regions, geography, climate, and land use are also briefly discussed
in the introduction.

Included with the book is a series of seven acetate map overlays allowing the
reader to compare individual species distributions against various ecological and
geographical features. The overlays depicting the biogeographical regions and
topographic features of the state will probably be the most meaningful of the seven
overlays to the average reader. The overlay identifying the counties and major cities
would also be useful to readers unfamiliar with the West Virginia counties. Other
overlays depict forest cover types, percent of forest cover by county, annual
precipitation, and mean annual July temperatures.

Prospective buyers should be aware that The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas
was not designed to be a state bird book with extensive information presented on life
histories, migration dates, and past abundance and distributional patterns within the
state. The purpose of this book is to portray as accurately as possible the distribution
of the breeding birds inhabiting the state for the period during which the data were
collected. While the information generated by this project will likely find immediate
uses in both research and protection planning, I believe that its greatest value will be
afforded to future generations as a snapshot-in-time of West Virginia’s summer
birdlife in the Iate 20th Century.

Daniel L. Rice
Chief Zoologist
Ohio Division of Natural Areas & Preserves

The Bird Table Book: How to Attract Wild Birds to Your Garden by Tony
Soper. 1994. Sixth edition (revised 1992). Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., David and
Charles, New York. 192 pp., 54 color, 50 black-and-white illustrations by Robert
Gillmor. $19.95 hardcover.

First published in 1965, Tony Soper’s Bird Table has evolved into its present
form. For American readers the many varied ways the British people invite birds into
their yards will seem original and interesting. First of all, they provide more varieties
of food for more species than we usually attempt to feed. Seed-eating birds of course
are attracted with a variety of seeds. The British apparently try to attract more
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frugivorous and insectivorous birds. Hang a chicken carcass from a tree or put out
tinned pet food, keep a culture of meal worms or maggots, or provide ant eggs, writes
Tony Soper. Also suggested are baked potatoes, boiled or “in jacket,” and rice or
coconut in the shell. Recipes for the bird feeder (or table as the British call it) are
provided. Some of these are maize cake, anti-sparrow pudding, the basic tit-bell, and
pine cone surprise.

Soper also provides a comprehensive review of nestboxes, including history of
use and construction. There are extensive species notes for a larger variety of birds
than one might expect to find in the average yard. Some interesting surprises include
nesting platforms for terns and a wedge-shaped box that resembles a loose slab of
bark for Tree Creepers (similar to our Brown Creeper). There is a good idea for
excluding House Sparrows from House Martin nests, which are much like our Cliff
Swallow’s flask-shaped mud nests and are attached under the eves of buildings in the
same way. Soper suggests hanging a curtain of weighted cords in front of the entrance
holes spaced so as to allow the swallows in, while excluding the sparrows. The cords
should be no more than 12 in. long and are fixed to hang 6 inches from the entrance
hole with a spacing of 2.5 inches between the cords. He uses steel nuts as weights on
the cord ends to keep them from getting tangled.

Foraging habits, favorite foods provided by people, nestboxes, and eggs are
described in the numerous species accounts for common British birds. These are
illustrated with color plates by artist Robert Gillmor. American readers will find
many new ideas in this attractive revision of an old British standard.

A. R. Buckelew Ir.
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Parkersburg, WV

Erratum

Due toalayouterror, most of the dates listed for the 1992 Christmas Bird Counts [see
The Redstart, 60(4), 111-116] are incorrect. Following is a corrected list, which may be
removed and pasted over the original listing if desired.
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