






























plants such as Kentucky coffee tree, Osage orange, and paw paw that produce large seeds 
seem out of ecological context as no animals currently eat and pass their seeds. This 
incongruity suggests that recently extinct, large-bodied herbivores dispersed their 
seeds ... " 

'The songs of dozens of male birds simultaneously advertising their territories 
comprise the dawn chorus ... Most birds sing in the morning when there is littl e wind or 
convection. Calls voiced then broadcast up to 20 times farther than songs of equal 
amplitude broadcast at midday ... Like light, sound can be blocked, deflected, or absorbed 
to create a sound shadow ... " 

"What is the fate of Appalachia? .. What will happen to our cove forests, lungless 
salamanders, dawn choruses, and, yes, even our copperheads? .. Throughout the world, 
habitat fragmentation is one of the most serious causes of the present extinction crisis ... " 

Dr. Constantz, founder of Pine Cabin Run Ecological Laboratory in the West 
Virginia Eastern Panhandle, is a zoologist, naturalist, and teacher among several other 
occupations. Presently, he coordinates the West Virginia Watershed Conservation and 
Management Program. 

This is a handbook of ecological hardship, humor, horror-and some hope. It is a 
book that you want to keep dipping �i�n�t�~�a�n�d� then, seduced by the facts, keep on reading. 

Mary Moore Rieffenberger 

The Birder's Sourcebook by Sheila Buff. 1994. Lyons and Burford, New York. 189 
pp., $13.95 paperback. 

The Birder's Sourcebook contains seven chapters: "Where to Birdwatch," "Travel 
Information for Birders," "Birders on Tour," "Organizations for Birders," "Optics for 
Birders," "The Educated Birder," and "Books, Software, and Beyond." Appendices li st 
the American Birding Association's code of ethics, birding hotlines, and state birds. 
Addresses and phone numbers for ational Parks, Wildlife Refuges, Wildlife and 
Tourism Offices for states, Canadian provinces, and many countries are provided in the 
first two chapters. Chapter 3 lists addresses and phone numbers of birding tour operators 
and li sts special birding events. "Organizations for Birders" includes a partial list of 
Audubon Societies and state birding clubs, although none are listed for West Virginia. 
The Brooks Bird Club is listed as a nationwide organization and so does not appear under 
"State Organizations." 

Many providers of binoculars, optical repair, and sound equipment are given in the 
chapter, "Optics for Birders." Chapter six offers information on courses, zoos, and 
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museums. Book stores, book clubs, ornithological libraries, and periodicals are li sted in 
the last chapter. Bird watchers will find a great deal of hard-to-find informati on in this 
handy reference book. 
Crows and Jays: A Guide to the Crows, Jays and Magpies of the World by Steve 
Madge and Hilary Burn. 1994. Houghton Mifflin Co., New York. xxiii and 191 pp., 30 
color plates, bibliography, and index. $40. 

This is the latest in Houghton Mifflin's series of international bird guides, which is 
preceded by guides to seabirds and shorebirds. This guide covers 120 species of crows, 
jays, magpies, nut crackers, treepies, ground jays, choughs, and jackdaws. The 30 color 
plates by Hilary Burn are each faced with brief captions and species range maps. Species 
accounts by Steve Madge include description, identification techniques, plumages, 
measurements, geographical variation and races, voice, habits, breeding data, habitat, 
distribution, status, and references. 

The species accounts are interesting and extensive, although the print is small to save 
space. The color plates are attractive and seem to clearly illustrate the differential 
characteristics of the various species. Although many of the birds discussed in the guide 
are well known to birders and ornithologists, the majority of the world's corvids are 
largely unknown, and at least 20 species are endangered. Crows and Jays is an 
interesting, comprehensive reference to the family. 

And No Birds Sing by Mark Jaffe. 1994. Simon and Schuster, New York. 283 pp., 16 
black-and-white plates. $23 hardcover. 

The island of Guam lies 3,000 miles west of Hawaii and 1,500 miles east of the 
Philippines. At 212 square miles, the island is about 30 miles long and four to eight and 
a half miles wide. As early as the 1960s islanders began to notice a decline in native bird 
populations, the Bridled White-eye, Guam B road bill , and Guam Rail among them. Eight 
species of forest birds disappeared from the island over the next two decades. Three still 
exist on other islands but the Bridled White-eye and the Rufous-fronted Fantail are now 
extinct. The Guam Rail exists in captivity and has been transplanted to Rota, an island 
north of Guam. The Micronesian Kingfisher lives only in capti vity. Several other species 
are threatened. 

The decline in bird populations began in the south and spread rapidly to the north. 
After eliminating all the usual suspects in island extinctions, such as disease, pesticides, 
introduced species, or loss of habitat, a young biologist, Julie Savidge, found the culprit, 
the introduced Brown Tree Snake. Eventually biologists found that the snake had built 
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up extraordinary populations as high as 12,000 snakes per square mile. The Brown Tree 
Snake, a highly capable climber, caused wide-spread power outages by shorting out 
powerlines on the poles it scaled. It eats birds, lizards, and small mammals, and large 
specimens have attacked babies in their cribs. Hungry Brown Tree Snakes have been 
known to take chicken off an unguarded barbecue grill, and spare ribs were found in the 
stomach of one trapped individual, a very unsnake-like dietary item. 

The difficult search for the cause of Guam's bird extinction-the blind alleys, the 
scientific rivalries and conflicts , the ingenious solutions to difficult problems, made in 
spite of the difficulties involved in working on a remote island with meager funds­
makes a fascinating story. It is well told by Mark Jaffe, who writes on the environment 
for the Philadelphia Inquirer. Jaffe spent two years in research for the book. 

Jaffe also tells about the transplanting of the Guam Rail to Rota and ponders the 
frightening possibility of further transport of the Brown Tree Snake to the Hawaiian 
Islands and other Pacific islands. Like Kudzu in the American South and the Zebra 
Mussel in the Great Lakes, the invasion of Guam by the Brown Tree Snake is an example 
of how the human-mediated introduction of an exotic species can have terrible environ­
mental consequences. 

Shadowbirds: A Questfor Rails by William Burt. 1994. Lyons and Burford, Pub. 172 
pp., 17 black-and-white photographs, 8 color plates, $25 hardcover. 

In what is more than a photographers' journal, but not a scientific discussion of rail 

ecology, William Burt describes his pursuit of Black Rails in Maryland and Connecticut 
and Yellow Rails in orth Dakota, Minnesota, and Manitoba. Rails, especially the 
elusive, shy Black Rail and Yellow Rail, are notoriously difficult to observe and nearly 
imposs ible to photograph well. Burt succeeds in his photographic quest as a result of 
stubborn persistence and brilliant application of his talent for field photography. The 
results are the especially vivid color and black-and-white photographs of rails and other 
wetland birds and their habitat presented in Shadowbirds . 

Burt conveys the sense of excitement that accompanies his successful trips and the 
bitter disappointment that more often nags the efforts of those who seek rails in their 
marshland homes. One also gains some knowledge ofthe oologists who hunted rail eggs 
in wetlands, places often gone now, or so diminished that one no longer hears the tick­
tick-tick, tick-tick calls of Yellow Rails or the de-de-drr of a Black Rail on June nights. 

But if you are interested in detailed discussion of rail biology, this is not the book 
for you. Burt disavows any interest in science (u .. . my distaste for the scientifi c way of 
seeing things is definite.") He is interested only in facts that will help him find birds and 
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their nests . A more interesting book may have resulted had Burt used his manifest writing 
talent to educate readers on the biology of his elusive subjects. Still Shadowbirds is an 
entertaining story of his quest for trophy photographs. 

A. R. Buckelew Jr. 
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