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Solitary Sandpiper 4 5 1 11 

The Mountwood Bird Club of Parkersburg, Wood County, participated in the orth Spotted Sandpiper 16 8 24 6 55 

American Migration Count on May 8, 1993. Six West Virginia counties participated in 4 4 peep sp. 
the count. James Stasz, the coordinator of the orth American Migration Count, sent me Short-billed Dowitcher 2 2 

the state results. The compilers of the other five county counts have given permission to American Woodcock 4 4 

include their data in this report. Ring-billed Gull 11 12 

Forster's Tern 2 2 

Rock Dove 79 21 16 5 3 124 

Mourning Dove 190 58 20 8 4 12 292 .... 
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Barred Owl 2 2 5 

Double-crested Cormorant 22 22 Common ighthawk 9 9 

Great Blue Heron 6 2 1 3 12 Whip-poor-will 7 4 11 

Green Heron 4 3 3 2 12 Chimney Swift 190 121 32 36 4 383 

Canada Goose 109 16 18 17 24 184 Ruby-throated Hummingbird 20 8 2 4 35 

Wood Duck 17 2 5 12 3 39 Belted Kingfi sher 7 3 3 3 17 

Mallard 33 9 3 17 22 84 Red-bellied Woodpecker 63 15 3 3 86 

Red-breasted Merganser 1 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Black Vulture 6 6 Downy Woodpecker 20 8 3 2 3 2 38 

Turkey Vulture 27 85 12 20 41 2 187 Hairy Woodpecker 6 6 3 16 

Osprey I 2 3 orthern Flicker 35 25 10 2 6 3 81 

orthern Harrier 2 2 Pileated Woodpecker 13 16 3 3 2 38 

Sharp-shinned Hawk Eastern Wood-Pewee 27 15 2 7 9 60 

Cooper's Hawk 2 4 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 6 6 

accipiter sp. 2 2 Acadian Flycatcher 10 9 5 5 5 34 

Red-shouldered Hawk 4 7 2 2 3 18 Alder Flycatcher 1 

Broad-winged Hawk 2 2 3 4 9 21 Willow Flycatcher 
Red-tailed Hawk 23 3 2 30 Least Flycatcher 3 2 5 10 

Ruffed Grouse 4 2 4 II Empidonax sp. I 

Wild Turkey 8 1 11 Eastern Phoebe 35 24 12 3 6 2 82 

orthern Bobwhite 5 2 7 Great Crested Flycatcher 13 30 12 12 3 70 

Virginia Rail 1 1 Eastern Kingbird 18 9 7 12 5 51 

Killdeer 38 9 8 2 4 61 Purple Martin 24 6 1 31 

Lesser Yellowlegs 2 3 Tree Swallow 6 36 28 13 18 101 
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Species 

N. Rough-winged Swallow 

Bank Swallow 

Barn Swallow 

Blue Jay 

American Crow 
Common Raven 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Carolina Chickadee 

chickadee sp. 

Tufted Titmouse 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Carolina Wren 

House Wren 

Winter Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Eastern Bluebird 

Veery 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 

Swainson's Thrush 

Hermit Thrush 

Wood Thrush 

American Robin 

Gray Catbird 

Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 

Cedar Waxwing 

European Starling 

White-eyed Vireo 

Solitary Vireo 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

Warbling Vireo 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Blue-winged Warbler 

Golden-winged Warbler 
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Tennessee Warbler 10 

ashville Warbler 2 

orthern Parula 4 

Yellow Warbler 170 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Magnolia Warbler 2 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 20 

Black-throated Green Warbler 8 
Blackburnian Warbler 

Yellow-throated Warbler 15 

Pine Warbler 
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Rufous-sided Towhee 113 99 16 9 43 5 285 
Chipping Sparrow 96 66 24 4 33 16 239 Miles foot 13.5 14.8 5 0 18.75 3 55 .05 

Field Sparrow 70 27 22 8 127 Miles car 161 192 150 50 61.5 0 614.5 

Vesper Sparrow 1 Miles boat 6 0 0 7 0 0 13 

Savannah Sparrow 2 2 4 
Grasshopper Sparrow 6 6 Hours Feeder Watching 7.5 0 0 0 0.5 9 

Song Sparrow 189 87 8 14 29 327 o. of Feeder Watchers 3 0 0 0 5 

Swamp Sparrow 2 15 18 
White-throated Sparrow 12 15 4 32 Hours Stationary 0 0 0 0 0.5 1.5 

White-crowned Sparrow 6 2 9 
Dark-eyed Junco 1 26 27 Hours "Ow ling" 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 

Bobolink 4 10 26 40 Miles "Ow ling" 0 0 0 0 0 

Red-winged Blackbird 154 82 28 15 45 325 
Eastern Meadowlark 45 26 13 6 91 RD 9, Box 238-A 

Rusty Blackbird 6 6 Parkersburg WV 26101 

Common Grackle 265 35 35 24 22 I 382 
Brown-headed Cowbird 143 46 19 I 18 4 231 
blackbird sp. 5 5 
Orchard Oriole 23 5 4 32 

orthern Oriole 64 30 16 12 5 127 
Purple Finch 7 8 
House Finch 162 41 8 3 1 4 219 
Pine Siskin I 12 13 
American Goldfinch 88 69 15 4 56 12 244 
House Sparrow 147 27 10 13 2 199 

Total 
Species 121 110 93 82 100 40 150 
Individuals 5,868 3,088 821 628 1,565 200 12,170 

Observers 24 15 3 2 14 59 
Parties II 8 5 27 

Hours foot 30.5 17.25 5 0 25 .25 4 82 
Hours car 37 34.75 6 4.5 5.5 0 87 .75 
Hours boat 7 0 0 4.5 0 0 11.5 
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A West Virginia Big Day Record 

Thomas R. Kemp 

The American Birding Association West Virginia Big Day record was 124, set by 

John Blomberg, Lynn Barnhart, and Jon Benedetti on May 4, 1989. My brother Bob, 

friend Eric Durbin, and I thought, after making a list of potential birds, we might 

challenge that number. We have done Big Days in Ohio and Michigan and were looking 

for something new. 

After corresponding with a number of people , collecting maps, and looking over old 

issues of The Redstart and American Birds, we began to piece together our route. We 

would start in the Cheat Mountains, work our way west across the state, and end up along 

the Ohio River. 

one of us had done any birdwatching in West Virginia before this spring, and 

because Bob is from Michigan and Eric and I are from northwest Ohio, scouting was 

almost impossible. I visited the mountains in early April for a couple of days to do some 

camping with my sons, and Bob had a few days before the count to work the Ohio River 

area and east to Charleston. 

On May 6, 1993, Eric and I drove down to meet Bob at McClintic Wildlife Area and 

continued on toward the mountains . We arrived at Huttonsville at about 12:30 a.m. on 

May 7 and stopped to call Eastern Screech-Owls along the Tygart River. Killdeer were 

calling in the nearby fields so that became our first bird of the day. We heard a Screech­

Owl moments later and then headed up into the mountains. A stop to call Barred Owl 

produced a night-singing Scarlet Tanager but no owl. Barton Knob was next, and we 

were greeted by courting American Woodcocks . We were still in the owling mode so we 

played the Saw-whet Owl tape, hoping but not expecting. To our great delight, we heard 

the soft tooting of a distant Saw-whet Owl. What a wonderful Big Day bird ! 

We decided to try to catch a couple hours of sleep so we rolled our sleeping bags 

out on the grass. But the noisy spring peepers from the ponds below, the frosty air, and 

the brilliant moon prevented any sleep except for a few moments of dozing. 

The dawn chorus on Barton Knob was terrific with sparrows in the grassy areas and 

thrushe and warblers in the forest and brushy patches. We worked our way along Rt. 250 

toward Gaudineer Knob, stopping at a Red-shouldered Hawk nest. We were surprised 

at the abundance of some of the warblers, particularly Blackburnian and Black-throated 

Green. 

We found all of the mountain birds we were after (Common Raven, Black-capped 

Chickadee, both kinglets , Red-breasted uthatch, Dark-eyed Junco, etc .) and headed 

down the west side of Cheat Mountain. A couple of Golden-winged Warblers near the 

bottom were good finds. At 11 a.m. we stopped at Huttonsville to add up our list. We had 
89 species but had missed some of the lower elevation warblers . That meant we had to 
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get to Kanawha State Forest to pick those up, so that would be our next major stop. We 
notched several birds on the way (including Eastern Kingbird, American Kestrel, Red­

tailed Hawk, Turkey Vulture) and arrived at Kanawha at about 2:30 p.m. 

I was again amazed at how common the warblers were at Kanawha. We quickly 

added Yellow-throated, Warm-eating, and Kentucky Warblers . With the other additions 

at and near Kanawha, our list was now well over 100, and we headed for the shorebird 

pond at Charleston that Bob had found the day before. The pond had six shorebird 

species , three of which were new far the day- Semipalmated Plover, Least Sandpiper, 

and White-rumped Sandpiper. 

We were on the road again to Barboursville, where Bob had found a Prothonotary 

Warbler along the Mud River. We got it and then drove north to Greenbottom Wildlife 

Management Area, where the new birds came fast and furious. Both Greater and Lesser 

Yellow legs, Pied-billed Grebe, Blue-winged Teal, Green Heron, Horned Lark, Orchard 

Oriole, Bank Swallow, Willow Flycatcher, and White-crowned Sparrow put us over the 

top of the old record . We left Greenbottom at 7:30 p.m. with a total of 130 species and 

headed north to McClintic Wildlife Area to complete the day . Five more species were 

tallied, the last being Whip-poor-will at about 9: 15 p.m. 

Our 135 total was pretty good, but we know more than 140 is possible. Bob had 12 

species on May 5 and 6 that we could not find on theBig Day. With a little more planning, 

a little better knowledge of the state, and a little more luck, our list would have been well 

over 140. Seems like 150 would be a reasonable number for a West Virginia Big Day 

team to shoot for. We'll be back. 

The Kemp-Durbin May 6, 1993 West Virginia List 

Pied-billed Grebe, Least Bittern, Green Heron, Canada Goose, Wood Duck, 

Mallard , Blue-winged Teal, Ring-necked Duck, Turkey Vulture, Red-shouldered Hawk, 

Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Ruffed Grouse, Wild Turkey, Virginia Rail, 

Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary 

Sandpiper, Spotted Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, American 

Woodcock, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-Owl, 

Barred Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Common ighthawk, Whip-poar-will, Chimney 
Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird , Red-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, 

Hairy Woodpecker, orthern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, 
Acadian Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great 

Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird, Horned Lark, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, 

orthern Rough-winged Swallow, Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, American 

Crow, Common Raven, Carolina Chickadee, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Tit­

mouse, Red-breasted uthatch, White-breasted uthatch, Brown Creeper, Carolina 

Wren, House Wren, Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, Veery , Swainson's Thrush, Hermit Thrush, 

Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, arthern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, 
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Cedar Waxwing, European Starling, White-eyed Vireo, Solitary Vireo, Yellow-throated 
Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue-winged Warbler, Golden-winged War­
bler, Tennessee Warbler, Northern Parula, Yellow Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 
Magnolia Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black­
throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Prairie 
Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Prothonota­
ry Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Louisiana Water­
thrush, Kentucky Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Hooded War­
bler, Canada Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, 
Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Rufous-sided Towhee, 
Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cow­
bird, Orchard Oriole, Northern Oriole, Purple Finch, House Finch, American Goldfinch, 

House Sparrow. 
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Immature White Ibis at McClintic Wildlife Management Area 

Marjorie Keatley 

On Monday evening, July 12, 1993, Steven Mace called to tell me about a bird he 
had seen that morning and evening on the umber 9 pond at the McClintic Wildlife 
Management Area near Pt. Pleasant, West Virginia. After checking a field guide, he 
decided that it wa an immature White Ibis but he wanted someone else to see the bird 
before it left. I went the next evening and agreed that it matched the description of the 
immature White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) in Peterson's (1980) Eastern Birds. It was 
grayish-brown with a white belly, white shoulder patches, and a long, slightly pink, 
decurved bill. A large white patch was visible on its rump when it flew. 

I called Wendell Argabrite and Michael Griffith of Huntington and returned with 
Wendell shortly after dawn on July 14. Wendell confirmed that it was an immature White 
Ibis and took numerous photographs. The ibis seemed undisturbed by our presence. 
When a work crew arrived with a backhoe around 8:45 a.m., the ibis flew a short distance 

Immature White Ibis at McClintic Wildlife Management Area. Photo by Wendell 
Argabrite. 
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but otherwise ignored the di turbance and resumed feeding. Michael Griffith arrived 
about 9 a.m. and also photographed the bird. We noted that a Solitary Sandpiper. a Short­
billed Dowitcher. and a Greater Yellow legs were also present at the pond . 

The Number 9 pond had been partially drained. leaving fresh mud flats. The process 
of draining the pond was continued during the first week that the ibis was observed. I 
returned on July 16 about 6:45 p.m. The dowitcher and the ibis were present. During the 
time that I wa there the ibis preened on a mound of mud. 

Steven Mace continued to stop each evening and frequently sat at length in a chair 
at the edge of the pond to observe the ibis . At Steven's approach. the ibis would fly a few 
feet and land. Eventually. the ibis came within about 20 feet of him as he sat by the pond; 
it appeared undisturbed by his presence. Between 7 and 8 p.m. each evening. the ibis flew 
to either a dead snag or a Sycamore tree to roost. The ibis was in the same pond except 
for one evening when it was across the road in a second pond. It ate fresh and dead fish 
in the shallow. draining pond water. Steven's last sighting of the ibis was on July 22. 

West Virginia Birds lists the White Ibis as an "accidental visitant." "Two immature 
birds were seen and photographed on the South Branch of the Potomac River near 
Franklin. Pendleton County . on 29 August and 7 September 1980 (C. Ruddle)" (Hall. 
1983. p. 29). Recent conversations with George Hall and Wendell Argabrite indicated 
that. to their knowledge. no other sightings have been noted . 

References 
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Banding News 

Ralph K. Bell. Editor 

Loggerhead Shrike Trapping in Eastern West Virginia 

Robert Dean 

Loggerhead Shrike populations have shown evidence of significant declines in the 
Northeast since the late 1960s. 1t was once a fairly common breeder in southern portions 
of Ontario and Quebec as well as much of New England. most of New York, northwest 
and southeast Pennsylvania. New Jersey. and south to the Gulf Coast. It is presently 
thought to be extirpated from all of this area north of Maryland with the exception of a 
few pairs in southern Pennsylvania. 

In an effort to collect data on the population in West Virginia's Berkeley and 
Jefferson counties. I have been trapping and banding Loggerhead Shrikes since April 
1991. Captured birds have been banded with the standard U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
numbered aluminum bands and color bands from the A. C. Hughes Co. in England. The 
color banding scheme indicates the year of banding • the location where captured. and the 
age (hatching year vs . after hatching year) at time of banding. It is hoped that accurate 
determinations of population size and survival rate can be made in the future from this 
data. 

The techniques used to capture the shrikes are rather traditional. but a number of 
refinements have been instituted of necessity. The Potter trap has proved to be the best 
type of trap because of its success in making captures. When the door drops behind the 
bird it is securely held in the confines of the trap. 

At the beginning of the project! used wild mice (Peromyscus spp.) as lures. but their 
light brown color seemed to camouflage the mice. so that a hunting response from the 
shrikes was often slow to develop. A piece of white paper under the mouse produced 
better results. Now I use white mice from a local pet shop, and they are certainly more 
visible. The birds often come to the trap from as much as 50 to 75 meters. 

Another early problem involved shrikes that would come readily to the trap. but 
would not enter. Occasionall y these birds didn't even come to the front of the trap where 
they could enter. This problem was solved by setting the trap in a situation where the back 
of the trap was against some taller vegetation or obstruction and the vegetation in front 
of the trap was cropped close to the ground. This acted to force the birds more quickly 
to the open end of the trap where they could enter. 

The lure is housed in a cage made of galvanized hardware cloth that fits inside the 
Potter trap and just behind the trip plate. Using this technique. the mouse is unharmed 
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by the shrike. The front of the cage is made of clear plexiglas so that the shrike has an 
unobstructed view of the lure, thus prompting a quick entry into the trap. 

It has been my strong feeling from the beginning that the safety of the birds is of 
primary importance, and I have attempted to conduct all aspects of the project with that 
in mind. To that end I only take four measurements while the birds are in hand and the 
average time from capture to release is only about nine minutes. I have declined to band 
several broods that were till in the nest, but too close to fledging to be disturbed. 
Premature fledging would certainly create a critical situation for young shrikes . Also, 
during a July heat wave, I didn't make any efforts to capture shrikes as they were already 

stressed enough by the weather. 
In a future article I will discuss some of the data that have been compiled thus far. 
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Field Notes 
Fall Season 

September-November, 1993 

James D. Phillips, Editor 

The weather for the fall season was fairly normal with the exception of some early 
snow. Most of the region had at least a little accumulation on October 31. The Allegheny 
Front Migration Observatory recorded its third poorest year while the hawk watch 
stations reported a better season than they have been experiencing in the recent past. In 
fact, the East River Mountain group had their third best year since 1974. The appearance 
of some of the winter species indicated a varied assortment of northern species. Unusual 
sightings during the season, all new West Virginia records, included a Varied Thrush, 
Ross' Goose, and Sabine's Gull. 

Loons through terns-Common Loons appeared at Teter Creek Lake, Barbour 
County(KB), October 18, and about a week later, at Bluestone Lake, SummersCounty(JP). 
Pied-billed Grebes were found on most bodies of water during September and October. 
The only report of Horned Grebes came from Teter Creek Lake in November(KB). 
Sightings of Double-crested Cormorants were more widespread and frequent. They 
were reported along the Ohio River at Brooke(JH) and Wood(MBC) counties, and small 
flocks were seen in Mercer and Summers(JP) counties. Great Blue Herons were easy 
to find during the season. Great Egrets were seen early in the season in Mason(W A) and 
Summers(JP) counties, in October in Webster(HG) County, and in November in 
Wood(MBC) and Barbour(KB) counties. Immature Little Blue Herons were noted in 
Jackson(HG, GH) and Monongalia(GB) counties. The last date for Green Herons was 
October lOin Jackson County(HG). A Black-crowned Night-Heron was seen in Wood 
County, October 11, and a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron on October lOin Ritchie 
County(MBC). 

Kyle Bush had all the Tundra Swans in his area. On ovember 1, he noted 100 of 
these birds on Teter Creek Lake and 300 at Doe Run. A Ross's Goose was present and 
observed by several people in Mason County ovember 14-19. If the photographs are 
identifiable this could be a state record(W A, MBC). Canada Geese and Mallards 
continue to be abundant. Wood Ducks were still present in some areas at the end of the 
season . Both teal had pretty well passed through by mid-October. GadwaIIs were 
reported at Doe Run on September 30(KB) and in ovember in Wood(MBC) and 
Mercer(JP) counties. American Wigeons passed through in late September. Groups of 
Ring-necked Ducks were present over most of the state from late October to the end of 
the period. A few Lesser Scaup were appearing by the end of the period. An immature 
Surf Scoter was seen on the Ohio River in Mason County(W A), October 11, and one 
was seen at Willow Island, Pleasants County(MBC), on ovember 21. Bush reported a 
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White-winged Scoter in Barbour County, November 2. Buffleheads and Hooded 
Mergansers were beginning to appear by November. 

At least 45 Black Vultures spent time in the roost near the mouth of Bluestone 
River, Summers(JP) County, during October. As many as 175 Turkey Vultures were 
noted in this roost during the fall. One Osprey spent the night in the roost in September. 
The hawk watching stations reported a good year. Peak days seemed to be September 19 
and 22 with some other days producing pretty good counts also. Highlights included 30 
Ospreys at East River Mountain(ERM), Mercer County(AM), and 27 at Hanging 
Rocks(HR), Monroe County(GHu); four Bald Eagles atERM and nine at HR; 73 Sharp­
shinned Hawks at ERM and 70 at HR; 3,092 Broad-winged Hawks at ERM and 5,008 
at HR; and 48 American Kestrels at ERM and 54 at HR. Three Mertins and two 
Peregrine Falcons were observed at Hanging Rocks, and neither site noted Golden 
Eagles. Away from the hawk watching stations, Ospreys were noted, usually along 
larger streams, in Barbour(KB), Summers, Mercer(JP), Wood(MBC), Preston(JJ), and 
Kanawha(HG) counties. Bald Eagles were sighted in Mason(W A) and Wood(MBC) 
counties. There were scattered reports of Northern Harriers and most reporters had 
yard visits from Sharp-shinned or Cooper's Hawks. A. R. Buckelew observed a 
Cooper 's Hawk attacking a Green Heron. A Rough-legged Hawk was seen November 
9 in Tucker County(BJ). Hullet Good observed a Peregrine Falcon in Kanawha County, 

September 23. 
Wild Turkeys continue to increase across the state. The only report for Northern 

Bobwhites came from Wood County(MBC), and little mention was made of Ruffed 
Grouse. September reports of Common Moorhens came from Mason(W A) and 
Summers(JP) counties. A few American Coots could be found across the region. Most 
areas found some groups of Spotted and Solitary sandpipers and Killdeer, but most 
ofthe shorebird finds were along the Ohio River. Good finds included Dunlin in Wood 
County(MBC), Baird's Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper (listed as accidental for 
the state), and Short-biUed Dowitcher, all in the Glenwood area of Cabell County(W A). 
A few Ring-billed Gulls were appearing across the state by the end of the period. A 
Sabine's Gull (not previously recorded for the state) was reported at Buckley Island in 
the Ohio River, Wood County(MBC). The only terns sighted during the period were five 
Black Terns in September and one Forster's Tern in October(W A) in Cabell County. 

Cuckoos through thrushes--Both cuckoos had passed through the region by the 
first of October. Eastern Screech-Owls were noted in Barbour(KB), Wood(MBC), 
Marshall(JH), Summers, and Mercer(JP) counties. Great Homed Owls were noted in 
Mercer(JP) , Wood(MBC), and Kanawha(HG) counties, and Barred Owls were found 
in Summers(JP), Kanawha(HG), and Tucker(JN) counties. Common Nighthawks were 
noted in many areas in September, but the largest groups (hundreds) were seen in Wood 
County(MBC). The last date for Chimney Swifts came from Wood County(MBC) 
October 11. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were not reported after the end of 

September. 
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Most of the woodpeckers seemed to be doing well. Red-headed Woodpeckers 
were found in Wood(MBC), Mercer, Summers(JP), and Jackson(GHu) counties. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers came into the region from late September through early 
October. Most of the flycatchers were gone by the first of October, but Eastern Phoebes 
remained in some areas throughout the period. Homed Larks appeared in Tucker(J ) 
and Mason (MBC) counties during October. The only mention of swallows were Tree 
Swallows last seen in Barbour County(KB) on September 30. Ralph Bell reported 
numbers of Black-capped Chickadees showing up. There were scattered sightings of 
Red-breasted Nuthatches in the region. Brown Creepers were in some areas by the 
beginning of October. Both kinglet appeared in numbers during mid-season. Swainson's 
Thrushes were very visible in late September. A Varied Thrush (new for the state list) 
was banded on September 29 at the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory(GH). 

Vireos through finches-Most of the vireos had gone through by the first week of 
October. Unusual was a Solitary Vireo singing in Pipestem State Park, Summers 
County, on the day after Thanksgiving(JP). Several observers noted a heavy warbler 
flight on September 26. Hall reported a continued decline in warbler numbers banded 
at Allegheny Front Migration Observatory. The most numerous species were Blackpolls 
and Black-throated Blue Warblers. Yellow-romped Warblers were appearing by the 
first week of October. Tanagers were pretty well through the region by the end of 
September. So were the Rose-breasted Grosbeaks except for a late one in Kanawha 
County on October 19(HG). 

Fair numbers of sparrows, especially Chipping and Field were present in mid-
ovember over the region. A few Fox and White-throated Sparrows were apparent 

late in the season. Dark-eyed Juncos were appearing in numbers by the first of October. 
Scattered flocks of Purple Finches, Pine Siskins, and Evening Grosbeaks were sighted 
as early as mid-September, and they were visiting feed ing stations a month later. Ralph 
Bell noted two Common Redpolls in his area of Pennsylvania on ovember 26. 

Contributors-Wendell Argabrite(WA), Ralph Bell(RB), George Breiding(GB), 
Dorothy Broemsen(DB), Jim Brown(JB), A.R. Buckelew Jr.(JBu), Hullet Good(HG), 
George Hall(GH), Janice Hassig(JH) , Virginia Bly Hoover(VH), George Hurley(GHu), 
John Jacobs(n), Buck Jarusek(BJ) Ann McRae(AM), Mountwood Bird Club(MBC), 
and John ortheimer( ). 
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Green-backed Heron Split Into Two Species 

The Committee on Class ification and omenclature of the American Ornitholo­
gists' Union has split the Green-backed Heron (Butorides striatus) into two species: the 
Green Heron (Butorides virescens) and the Striated Heron (Butorides striatus). The 
Green Heron breeds from southwestern British Columbia across southern Canada and 
south through middle America, the eastern United States , and the West Indies to eastern 
Panama. The Striated Heron is resident from eastern Panama south to southern Peru, 
central Argentina, and Uraguay. Butorides virescens was considered conspecific with B. 

striatus; however no introgression or mixed pairings are known from zones of contact 
in Panama. Therefore, the Committee made the split. 

In accordance with The Redstart policy of adhering to A.O. U. rules of nomenclature, 
this journal will use the name Green Heron in place of Green-backed Heron henceforth. 
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Bartley A ward Winner Announced 

Ralph K. Bell won the Floyd Bartley Award at the Brooks Bird Club mid-winter 
meeting at Jackson's Mill, February 26, 1994. Ralph received the award for his 
outstanding contributions to The Redstart as editor of, and frequent contributor to, the 
"Banding ews" section. Ralph has been editor of "Banding ews" since April 1977. 

The award was established by an anonymous donor to honor the memory of Floyd 
Bartley. The award is for the best paper published in The Redstart resulting from original 
field study done in West Virginia or surrounding states covered by the Brooks Bird Club. 
Papers completed as part of a professional activity and paid for by an employer or grant 
are not eligible. The first award was made in 1976. 
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Book Review 

Secrets of the Nest: The Family Life of North American Birds by Joan Dunning. 

1994. Houghton Mifflin Co., ew York. 198 pp., 10 color plates, many pen and ink 
drawings . $27 .50. 

Originally intending to write a children's book on bird nests and eggs, Joan 

Dunning's research and writing eventually "grew up" into a beautifully written and 
illustrated book for adults . Some of the original intent remains in her story-telling style 
and eclectic selection of species used to illustrate the nesting habits of orth American 
birds . The book begins with a discussion of how natural selection has resulted in the 

adaptations seen in various kinds of nests, from no nest at all, through ground nesting, 
platform nests, nests in burrows , cavity nests , cup nests , and pendulous nests. The kinds 
of birds chosen as examples (there are about three dozen discussed in detail) range from 
the commonplace American Robin to the exotic Marbled Murrelet. Each species account 
is given as the story of a typical pair' s nesting with parenthetical interjections of 

interesting facts here and there. This informal style enables the author to present a large 
amount of information without the result seeming like a dry catalog of facts. Dunning 
skillfully interweaves her conservation concerns into the narrative. Topics include 

effects of pesticides, predation by domestic cats, and early harvest of hay on birds , and 
the decline in neotropical migrants. Dunning has a decided antihunting bent, which 
comes out in her discussions on ducks and the Canada Goose. 

The writing is entertaining and warm-hearted; for example, her description of 

preditor-prey cycles, "Over cycles of about 10 years, this land seems to breathe in and 
out a scarcity and abundance of hares and owls." The author's many pen and ink 

drawings and the color plates are very attractive and complement the text nicely. 
There are few references in this book, so the reader will not find sources for most 

of the facts presented . I noticed only one error: Dunning' s statement that the Burrowing 
Owl and Snowy Owl are the only two owls in orth America that do not lay eggs in 

elevated nests neglects the Short-eared Owl, which makes its grasslined nest in a 
scooped-out depression in the prairie soil. 

A. R. Buckelew Jr. 
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