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1992 Sortie Area Survey and Introduction 

A. Kyle Bush 

The 1992 Sortie was held from June 16-20 at Shot Cherry Cabin on Spruce Knob 
in Pendleton County. This was the third Sortie to be held there, [See The Redstart, 
58(3)]. Pendleton County has the most rugged relief of any county in West Virginia. 
Spruce Knob is a part of the Allegheny Front and here a secondary continental divide 
separates waters that flow down through the Potomac River to the Chesapeake Bay 
from those that join the New, Kanawha, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers on their way to 
the Gulf of Mexico. Hence this mountain is often called the mother of rivers. 

Spruce Knob, with an elevation of 4,861 feet, lies on the Stony River Wellsburg 
syncline and is the highest point in West Virginia. It is capped with Pottsville 
conglomerate. Spruce Knob is called a knob but actually in the geological sense is not 
a knob but an extension of flat and broken stones. Limestone also occurs in this area, 
and the Sinks of Gandy were created by the erosion of the Union Limestone of the 
Greenbrier Series. 

The Sortie covered Spruce Knob from the elevation of 3,000 feet to the top at 
4,861 feet. On the top of Spruce Knob the outstanding bird was the Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, which has been found breeding there for several years. Two plants that were 
in full bloom were the pink lady's slipper and the fragrant rose azalea (Rosa roseum). 
Noteworthy birds at the Sinks of Gandy were Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Bobolink, and a lone male Blackpoll Warbler, found singing from the top 
of a red spruce tree at the bog. No nest or mate could be found, and we believe that 
this male Blackpoll was lost in migration and settled down in the red spruce forest that 
resembled his breeding grounds in Canada. The outstanding plant was a stand of twin 
flowers (Linnaea borealis). 

Those attending the Sortie were Reba Hutton, Eugene E. Hutton, Jr., Virginia 
Johnson, Greg Eddy, Thomas Fox, Cindy Ellis, Judy Ward, Elizabeth Bullard, James 
Bullard, Ann Pyle, Nevada Laitsch, Marylin Chaffett, Juanita Slater, Carl Slater, 
William Smith, and A. Kyle Bush. Committee leaders were A. KyleBush, coordinator, 
Thomas Fox, bird list, Greg Eddy, singing male census, Ann Pyle, breeding bird 
survey, Elizabeth Bullard, outstanding plants. 
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1992 Sortie Bird List 

Thomas R. Fox 

The following 85 birds were found during the 1992 Sortie. The abundance terms 
used to describe each species are as follows: 

Very Common-seen in large numbers every day in all appropriate habitats. 
Common-seen in appropriate habitat every day without any special effort. 
Uncommon-seen in appropriate habitat only with a lot of effort. 
Rare-one or two only seen in the entire study region during the study period. 
The Spruce Knob area provided a wide variety of habitats, and the terms used to 

describe a species' abundance may at first somewhat confuse the reader. The key 
words to keep in mind are "appropriate habitat." For example, the Savannah Sparrow 
is called "very common" in the list that follows. The reader may at first assume that 
there were Savannah Sparrows everywhere in the study area, from the spruce­
huckleberry community on Spruce Knob, through the hardwood forests, pine planta­
tions, clear cuts, and spruce bogs to the open savannah of the Sinks of Gandy; however, 
this was not the case. The only place in the study area where the Savannah Sparrow 
was found was at the Sinks of Gandy, appropriate habitat where this species was "very 

common." 
Great Blue Heron-Rare. One was seen regularly at Spruce Knob Lake, and possibly 
another bird at the beaver ponds just off Forest Service Road 912. 
Wood Duck-Common. A party walked into the beaver ponds on FS 912 and found 
two females and four young. There were several Wood Duck boxes at the ponds, and 

most had been occupied. 
Mallard-Rare. One on Spruce Knob Lake. 
Black Vulture-Rare. One at the Sinks of Gandy. 
Turkey Vulture-Common. 
Red-shouldered Hawk-Uncommon. 
Broad-winged Hawk-Uncommon. 
Red-tailed Hawk-Uncommon. 
Ruffed Grouse-Uncommon. One was heard drumming and one adult with young 

was seen. 
Wild Turkey-Common. Several adults with young. 
Killdeer-Rare. Although appropriate habitat seemed readily available, only a 
couple of birds were seen or heard at the Sinks of Gandy. 
American Woodcock-Uncommon. Found on the roads before daylight and in the 
bog at the Sinks of Gandy. 
Mourning Dove-Uncommon. Found in only a few locations; numbers seemed 
astonishingly low at the Sinks. 
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Black-billed Cuckoo-Rare. Only one heard. 
Barred Owl-Rare. Only heard at the Shot Cherry Cabin, but no special effort was 
made to find owls. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker-Rare. One seen on the Maple-Cherry-Beech study plot. 
Downy Woodpecker-Uncommon. 
Hairy Woodpecker-Uncommon. 
Northern Flicker-Common. All participants felt that the number of woodpeckers 
was low. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee-Rare. One reported. 
Acadian Flycatcher-Rare. One reported. 
Least Flycatcher-Uncommon. 
Eastern Phoebe-Common. 
Great Crested Flycatcher-Uncommon. 
Eastern Kingbird-Uncommon. A nest was found at the Sinks of Gandy. Participants 
felt the number of flycatchers was extremely low. They were not present in nearly all 
wetlands. 
Horned Lark-Rare. One singing male at the Sinks of Gandy. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow-Rare. Two birds and a nest were found at the 
Sinks of Gandy where Gandy Creek comes out of the ground. 
Barn Swallow-Common. Many at the Sinks of Gandy. 
Blue Jay-Common. 
American Crow-Common. 
Common Raven-Common. 
Black-capped Chickadee-Common. Several family groups were seen. 
Tufted Titmouse-Uncommon. This vocal species was not heard as much as one 
would have expected. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch-Uncommon. Three or four heard. 
White-breasted Nuthatch-Uncommon. Very few heard. 
Brown Creeper-Uncommon. Three or four reported. 
Carolina Wren-Rare. One was reported at the parking lot on Spruce Knob. 
House Wren-Common. 
Winter Wren-Common. Mostly on Spruce Knob. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet-Common. In the spruce forest. 
Eastern Bluebird-Uncommon. This species was not readily seen, even at the Sinks. 
Veery-Common. 
Hermit Thrush-Common·. 
Wood Thrush-Common. 
American Robin-Very Common. 
Gray Catbird-Common. 
Cedar Waxwing-Very Common. Seen building a nest on Spruce Knob. 
European Starling-Uncommon. Three birds observed at the Sinks of Gandy. 
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Solitary Vireo-Uncommon. Not as many reported as expected. 
Red-eyed Vireo-Very Common. 
Nashville Warbler-Rare. One was heard by the author singing in the spruce bog near 
where Gandy Creek goes underground at the Sinks of Gandy. The habitat was correct, 
but on a return trip by other Sortie participants, the bird could not be found. 
Yellow Warbler-Rare. Reported at only one location, the Sinks of Gandy. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler-Common. 
Magnolia Warbler-Common. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler-Uncommon. Found in a few locations, but not in the 
numbers expected. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler-Common. The population is expanding, and the species 
was found in three locations. 
Black-throated Green Warbler-Very Common. 
Blackburnian Warbler-Common. 
Blackpoll Warbler-Rare. One singing male was found at the spruce bog near the 
place where Gandy Creek goes underground at the Sinks. This bird was observed for 
two days and apparently had no mate, and no intraspecific competition was observed. 
This bird was probably a misplaced, unmated male. 
American Redstart-Rare. One was found on a BBS run on Sawmill Branch. 
Worm-eating Warbler-Rare. One was found on a BBS run on Narrow Ridge Run. 
Ovenbird-Common. 
Northern Waterthrush-Common. Three singing males were in the spruce bog at 
the Sinks of Gandy. 
Mourning Warbler-Rare. There were only two birds found near the top of Spruce 
Knob. Much effort was made to locate this species on the many clear-cuts in the Sortie 
territory. 
Common Yellowthroat-Common. Readily found in the spruce-huckleberry com­
munity. 
Canada Warbler-Rare. One station was found near the Woodlands Institute. 
Scarlet Tanager-Common. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak-Common. 
Indigo Bunting-Common. 
Rufous-sided Towhee-Common. 
Chipping Sparrow-Common. 
Field Sparrow-Uncommon. One might have expected to find more, but there was 
little of its preferred habit in the Sortie territory. 
Vesper Sparrow-Rare. One individual was found at the Sinks. 
Savannah Sparrow-Very Common. One could usually hear three males singing 
simultaneously at the Sinks of Gandy. 
Grasshopper Sparrow-Rare. One was found at the Sinks. 
Song Sparrow-Common. Found at the Sinks and marshy areas where one would 

THE REDSTART - JULY, 1993 69 



have expected to find Swamp Sparrows. 
Swamp Sparrow-Rare. One was found in the marsh below Spruce Knob Lake. 
Dark-eyed Junco--Common. 
Bobolink-Common. At the Sinks of Gandy. 
Red-winged Blackbird-Common. Habitat for this species was uncommon in the 
study area. 
Eastern Meadowlark-Common. At the Sinks of Gandy. 
Common Grackle-Uncommon. Very few seen anywhere. 
Brown-headed Cowbird-Uncommon. 
Purple Finch-Common. 
American Goldfinch-Common. At the Sinks of Gandy. 

Rt. I, Box 420 
Millstone, WV 25261 
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1992 Sortie Breeding Bird Survey 

Ann H. Pyle 

Three similar breeding bird surveys were run on the roads at Spruce Knob during 
three sorties held five years apart. The following survey runs were made: (a) Sawmill 
Run to Sinks of Gandy, (b) Allegheny Road to Route 28, and (c) the Spruce Knob run. 
The three runs were made June 18, 19, and 20 in 1982; June 17, 18, and 19 in 1987; 
and June 17, 18 and 19 in 1992. The surveys started at about 5:30 a.m., and stops of 
about three minutes were made approximately each half mile, trying to preserve as 
many of the original stops as could be remembered. 

Eugene E. Hutton, Jr., and Ann Pyle were present on the runs on all the sorties. 
Other participants on the team in 1992 were Reba Hutton, James Bullard, and Kyle 
Bush. 

In the 1982 survey, 57 species and 472 birds were tallied; in 1987, 62 species and 
739 birds were counted; and in 1992, 57 species and 529 birds were listed on the run 
sheets (See Table 1). 

A further analysis can be made from the following tables by a comparison with 
the 1982 and 1987 results as reported in The Redstart, 58(3). 

Table 1 

Total Species and Individuals on the 1992 Breeding Bird Survey Runs 

Total Species Total Individuals 

Sawmill-Sinks 51 234 
Allegheny to Rt. 28 29 163 
Spruce Knob 28 132 

Totals 57 529 

The number of species (See Table 2) on the SawmilUSinks of Gandy survey run 
was good although we missed the Horned Lark, Grasshopper Sparrow, and Vesper 
Sparrow. On the Allegheny to Rt. 28 run we noted that many areas behind the roadside 
trees had been clear-cut since our previous surveys. We did not find as many species 
as on past Allegheny to Rt. 28 runs, only 29. We found 36 species on this run in 1982 
and 41 in 1987. We missed the Black-throated Blue, Golden-wing Warbler, and 
Mourning Warblers in particular. Likewise, the number of individual birds was less 
on the Allegheny to Rt. 28 run-only 163 birds this year compared with 184 in 1982 
and 249 in 1987. 
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Table 2 Allegheny Spruce Total 
Species Sawmill-Sinks to Rt. 28 Knob Indiv. 

Breeding Bird Survey Species for the 1992 Sortie 
Blackburnian Warbler 1 5 6 

Allegheny Spruce Total American Redstart 2 2 
Species Sawmill-Sinks to Rt. 28 Knob Indiv. Worm-eating Warbler 1 

Ovenbird 2 10 6 18 
Wild Turkey 3 3 Common Yellowthroat 2 

,., 
5 .) 

Killdeer 3 3 Canada Warbler 2 
Mourning Dove Yellow-breasted Chat 1 
Northern Flicker Scarlet Tanager 8 5 

,., 
16 .) 

Acadian Flycatcher 3 4 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 4 6 11 
Least Flycatcher 1 Indigo Bunting 14 12 7 33 
Great Crested Flycatcher 2 2 Rufous-sided Towhee 8 10 10 28 
Eastern Kingbird 2 2 Chipping Sparrow 5 2 2 9 
Eastern Phoebe 2 2 Field Sparrow 2 3 6 
Barn Swallow 11 11 Savannah Sparrow 6 6 
Blue Jay 1 1 Song Sparrow 
American Crow 8 9 3 20 Swamp Sparrow 1 
Common Raven 3 3 Dark-eyed Junco 9 6 4 19 
Black-capped Chickadee 5 9 9 23 Bobolink 7 7 
Tufted Titmouse 2 2 Red-winged Blackbird 2 2 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Eastern Meadowlark 5 5 
White-breasted Nuthatch 2 Common Grackle 3 3 
House Wren 2 3 Purple Finch 2 4 
Winter Wren 2 2 American Goldfinch 12 2 4 18 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 4 7 
Eastern Bluebird During the 1982 and 1992 survey runs the weather was far from ideal, especially 
Veery 7 12 5 24 on the Spruce Knob run. During the 1982 run the weather was rainy and windy and 
Hermit Thrush 2 1 1 4 half the Spruce Knob run was repeated. In 1992 it was rainy and cloudy and the ground 
Wood Thrush 5 4 6 15 was soaked. 
American Robin 16 11 8 35 During general birding after the weather improved, we noticed that many more 
Gray Catbird 5 2 7 birds were identified, including Horned Larks, a Grasshopper Sparrow, Yellow-
Brown Thrasher rumped Warblers, Northern Waterthrushes, Mourning Warblers, and a larger number 
Cedar Waxwing 7 2 9 of Winter Wrens, Purple Finches and thrushes. It would seem that both poor weather 
European Starling 2 2 in 1982 and 1992, and timbering prior to 1992, resulted in a smaller number of birds 
Solitary Vireo 3 4 4 11 heard on breeding bird surveys than in 1987. 
Red-eyed Vireo 22 19 26 67 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 4 8 2 14 1111 Lakeview Drive 
Magnolia Warbler 13 7 5 25 Parkersburg, WV 26104 
Black-throated Green Warbler 4 11 16 
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1992 Sortie Singing Male Census 

Greg E. Eddy 

The three study plots run in 1982 and 1987 were run again in 1992. The Sugar 
Maple-Black Cherry plot was run as a IS-acre plot exactly as it was in the past. The 
other two plots were expanded to 30 acres. The Maple-Cherry-Beech plot doubled in 
width and the Stunted Spruce-Shrub Community plot was doubled in length. We 
wanted to double the width of both plots, but the shrubs were too thick to run a plot 
off the trail on top of Spruce Knob. Experienced birders ran the plot and they were very 
careful not to allow the large amount of edge to affect the results. 

No significant difference is apparent in number of species or number of birds on 
the Stunted Spruce-Shrub plot on Spruce Knob, except that the thrushes continue to 
decline and Magnolia Warblers slightly increased. The other two plots displayed a 
significant decrease in number of species and total birds. The Sugar Maple-Black 
Cherry plot dropped from 16 species to only 7, and from 17.5 territorial males to 10.5. 
The most significant change appears to be in Solitary Vireos and Dark-eyed Juncos. 
Most dramatic is the change in the Maple-Cherry-Beech plot. This plot was increased 
from 15 to 30 acres, which should result in a slight increase in species. However, the 
number of species dropped from 10 to only 3. This could be misleading because six 
of the species in 1987 were only "+" birds. The number of males per acre was cut 
almost in half, 19 in 1987 on 15 acres and 23.5 in 1992 on 30 acres. Solitary Vireos 
also experienced a significant drop on this plot. 

Study Plots of Spruce Knob Sortie 

Males per 100 Acres 
Species 1982 1987 1992 

Sugar Maple-Black Cherry 

Solitary Vireo 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Wood Thrush 
Veery 
Scarlet Tanager 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Swainson's Thrush 
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27 
27 
20 
13 
13 
13 
13 
7 
7 

13 
33 

7 
V 
V 
V 
13 

V 

+ 
13 
7 

V 
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Species 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Indigo Bunting 
Ruffed Grouse 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Winter Wren 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Hermit Thrush 
American Robin 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Ovenbird 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Downy Woodpecker 
Common Raven 

Total Species 
Territorial Males 

Maple-Cherry-Beech 

Red-eyed Vireo 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Veery 

Wood Thrush 
Ovenbird 
American Robin 
Scarlet Tanager 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Wild Turkey 
Barred Owl 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Common Crow 
Raven 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Solitary Vireo 
Downy Woodpecker 
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Males per 100 Acres 
1982 1987 1992 

7 7 V 
7 27 33 
7 V 7 

+ + 
+ 7 

7 V 
3 

+ 7 

+ 
3 

V 
V 
V 
V 

14 16 7 
24 17.5 10.5 

53 50 43 
47 60 23 
17 + V 
13 3 V 
13 + 11 
7 V V 
3 + V 
3 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ V V 

+ 
+ + 

13 

+ V 
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Males per 100 Acres 
Species 1982 1987 1992 

Magnolia Warbler V + 
Hermit Thrush V V 
Cedar Waxwing V V 
Purple Finch V 
Indigo Bunting V 
Least Flycatcher V 
White-breasted Nuthatch V 
Brown Creeper V 
Red-shouldered Hawk V 
Broad-winged Hawk V 

Total Species 16 10 3 
Territorial Males (I5-acre plot) 23.5 19 

(30-acre plot) 23.5 

Stunted Spruce-Shrub Community 

Dark-eyed Junco 66 53 63 
Magnolia Warbler 40 27 42 
Hermit Thrush 27 7 3 
Rufous-sided Towhee 20 20 12 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 17 27 17 
Common Yellowthroat 13 10 3 
American Robin + 3 2 
Purple Finch + + V 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 27 13 
Veery 7 V 
Winter Wren 3 + 
Blue Jay V V V 
Chestnut-sided Warbler + 
Common Nighthawk V 
Swainson's Thrush V 
American Goldfinch V 
Cedar Waxwing - V 

Total Species 8 11 9 
Territorial Males (I5-acre plot) 27.5 27.5 

(30-acre plot) 46.5 
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SUGAR MAPLE-BLACK CHERRY-Location: West Virginia; Pendleton Co.; 4 
miles NNE of Circleville; 38° 42' 44"N; 79° 32' 29"W; Spruce Knob Quadrangle, 
USGS. Continuity: Established 1982. Size: 6:07 ha = 15 acres (rectangular, 110 x 660 
yards, measured longitudinally and estimated laterally). Description of plot: See The 
Redstart, 58(3): 81. Coverage June 17-18, 1992. All trips between dawn and 0705 or 
1925 and 2040 hours EDT. Total party-hours: 6. Weather: Cool, partly cloudy, 
sometimes breezy. Census: Red-eyed Vireo, 5 (82, 33); Black-throated Green 
Warbler, 2; Hermit Thrust, 1; Indigo Bunting, 1; Magnolia Warbler, 1; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch,0.5; Solitary Vireo, +. Total: 7 species; 10.5 territorial males (173/sq. km., 
70/100 acres). Visitors: Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ovenbird, Scarlet 
Tanager. Remarks: A Ruffed Grouse was flushed from the area and a pair of Magnolia 
Warblers was observed. Census participants: Cindy Ellis (compiler), Virginia John­
son, Judy Ward. 

STUNTED SPRUCE-SHRUB COMMUNITY-Location: West Virginia; Pendleton 
Co.; 3 miles NE of Circleville; center line begins at 38° 42' 11" N, 79° 31' 52" W; 
Spruce Knob Quadrangle, USGS and extends NNE. Continuity: Established 1982. 
Size: Revised this year to 12.14 ha = 30 acres. Description of plot: See The Redstart, 
58(3): 83. Weather: Cool and windy with fog most trips. Coverage: June 17-20, 1992. 
All trips between dawn and 0745 hours or 1615 and 1800 hours EDT. Total party­
hours: 7. Census: Dark-eyed Junco, 19 (156, 63); Magnolia Warbler, 12.5 (103, 42); 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, 5 (41, 17); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4; Rufous-sided 
Towhee, 3.5; Hermit Thrush, 1; Common Yellowthroat, 1; American Robin, 0.5; 
Winter Wren, +; Chestnut-sided Warbler, +. Visitors: Blue Jay, Veery, Cedar 
Waxwing, Purple Finch. Recently fledged young juncos were heard near the trail at 
two places. Because of the Yellow-rumped Warbler expansion of recent years, we 
decided to extend the previously run IS-acre plot, centering on Huckleberry Trail, into 
30 acres by continuing on the trail the length of another 15-acre plot. The topography 
and flora are very similar with a slight 1/4 mile grade at the far end of the plot. We 
found 3.5 territorial Yellow-rumped males on the IS-acre extension and 1.5 territorial 
males on the original plot. Census participants: Elizabeth Bullard, James Bullard, 
Cindy Ellis, Thomas Fox, Virginia Johnson, Carl Slater, Judy Ward (compiler). 

MAPLE-CHERRY-BEECH-Location: West Virginia; Randolph-Pendleton Co. 
line; 5 miles NW of Circleville; center line begins at 38° 42' 48" N, 79° 33' 58" W; 
Spruce Knob Quadrangle, USGS and extends NE. Continuity: Established 1982 as 
6.07 ha = IS acres, 110 x 660 yards, revised this year to 12.14 ha = 30 acres, 220 x 660 
yards. Description of original plot in The Redstart, 58(3): 82. The three dominant 
canopy trees are Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), Black Cherry (Prunus seratina), and 
American Beech (Fagus grandifolia). Most prominent in the understory are seedlings 
of the canopy trees. The ground cover is primarily Lycopodium sp. and ferns. A 
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quantitative survey of the vegetation gave the following results: Trees 3-inches 
diameter and over, based on 10 0.1 acre circular samples: 422/acre; total basal area 
232.9 sq. ft.!acre. Species comprising 96% of the total number of trees: Sugar Maple, 
159, 38, 40, 100; Striped Maple (A. pensylvanicum) 5, 1, 0.2, 30; Red Maple (A. 

rubrum) 8, 2,18,30; American Beech, 121,29,16,100; Black Cherry, 50,12,36,90; 
Dead,64, 15,4, 100. The figures following each species denote number of trees per 
acre, relative density %, relative dominance %, and relative frequency. Trees by 
diameter size class: A (3-6 in.) 191,45,19.1,8.2: B (6-9 in.) 81,19,24.3, lOA; C (9-
15 in.) 94, 22, 75,32; D (15-21 in.) 46,11,82.8,35.5; E (21-27 in.) 7,2,21.7,9.3; 
F (27-33 in.) 2, 004, 9.8, 4.2. Figures following each class show number of trees per 
acre, relati ve density, basal area per acre for that class, and relative dominance. Shrub 
stems/acre 1,165; ground cover 35%; canopy cover 90.25%; average canopy height 
79 ft. (range 41 103). Edge: Similar on all sides. Topography: Nearly level. Elevation: 
4,000 ft. Weather: Mostly clear except for one wet morning; average temperature, 55°. 
Coverage: June 17-20,1992. All trips between dawn and 0700 hours EDT. Total party­
hours: 14. Census: Red-eyed Vireo, 13 (107, 43); Black-throated Green Warbler, 7 
(57,23); Ovenbird, 3.5 (29, 11). Total: 3 species; 23.5 territorial males (193/sq.krn., 
78/100 acres). Visitors: Downy Woodpecker, Least Flycatcher, B lack-capped Chicka­
dee, White-breasted Nuthatch; Brown Creeper, Veery, Hermit Thrush, Wood Thrush, 
American Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Scarlet Tanager. Census participants: Elizabeth 
Bullard, Greg Eddy, Thomas Fox, Carl Slater, Juanita Slater (compiler), William 
Smith, Judy Ward. Vegetation surveyors: Elizabeth Bullard, James Bullard, Greg 
Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Thomas Fox, Reba Hutton, Virginia Johnson, Carl Slater, Juanita 
Slater, Judy Ward. 

1992 Sortie Additions to the Ferns of the Spruce Knob Area 

Ann H. Pyle 

Deeper penetration into the boggy and wooded areas revealed not only the Marsh 
Fern (Thelypteris palustris) also seen in 1987, but also the Crested Wood Fern 
(Dryopteris cristata), found by Thomas Fox and Greg Eddy, not previously reported 
by Sortie participants in the Spruce Knob area. 

The 1982 Sortie fern list may be found in The Redstart, 58(3). 
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1992 Top of West Virginia Sortie Plant List 

Elizabeth B. Bullard 

The following list of herbaceous and woody plants, observed and recorded largely 
by Eugene and Reba Hutton, is organized in alphabetical order of families rather than 
in phylogenetic order. 

ACERACEAE 
AceI' spicatum Lam. 
A. saccharum Marsh. 
A. rubrum L. 
A. pensylvanicum L. 
A. negundo L. 

ANACARDIACEAE 
Rhus typhina L. 

APIACEAE 
Oxypolis rigidior L. 
Hydrocotyle americana L. 
Taenidia integerrima (L.) Drude 
Thaspiwn trifoliatcm! (L.) Gray 
T. barbinode (Michx.) Nutt. 
Osmorhiza longistylis (Torr.) DC. 
Daucus carota L. 
Angelica atropurpurea L. 

APOCYNACEAE 
Apocynum cannabinum L. 

AQUIFOLIACEAE 
Nemopanthus mucronata (L.) Trel. 
!lex montana T. & C. 

ARACEAE 
Arisaema triphyllum (L.) Schott 
A. dracontium (L.) Schott 
Acorus calamus L. 

ARALIACEAE 
Aralia hispida Vent. 
A. racemosa L. 
A. nudicaulis L. 

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE 
Asarum canadense L. 
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Mountain Maple 
Sugar Maple 
Red Maple 
Striped Maple 
Boxelder 

Staghorn Sumac 

Cowbane 
American Water-pennywort 
Yellow Pimpernel 
Woodland Meadow-Parsnip 
Hairy-jointed Meadow-parsnip 
Aniseroot 
Queen Anne's Lace 
Purple Angelica 

Indian Hemp 

Mountain Holly 
Mountain Holly 

Jack-in-the-pulpit 
Green Dragon 
Sweet-flag 

Bristly Sarsaparilla 
America Spikenard 
Wild Sarsaparilla 

Wild Ginger 
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Aristolochia macrophylla Lam. 
ASCLEPIADACEAE 

Asclepias syriaca L. 
A. quadrifolia Jacq. 
A. exaltata L. 

ASTERACEAE 
Rudbeckia hirta L. 
Erigeron pulchellis Michx. 
Erechtites hieracifolia (L.) Ra. 
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum L. 
Arctium minus (Hill) Bernh. 
Taraxacum officina Ie Weber 
Solidago uliginosa Ait. 
S. rugosa Ait. 
S. canadensis L. 
Prenanthes alba L. 
Hieracium pratense Tausch. 
H. piloseUa L. 
H. aurantiacum L. 
Eupatorium rugosum Houtt. 
E. purpureum L. 
E. peifoliatum L. 
E. maculatum L. 
Aster shreberi Nees. 
A. puniceus L. 
A. machrophylius L. 
A. acuminatus Michx. 
Ambrosia trifida L. 
Anaphalis margaritacea (L.) 
Achillea ptarmica L. 
A. millefolium L. 
Anaphilis margaritacea (L.) C.B. 

BORAGINACEAE 
Echium vulgare L. 

CAPRIFOLIACEAE 
Viburnum opulus L. 
V. dentatum L. 
Sambucus pubens Michx. 
S. canadensis L. 
Linaea americana Forbes 
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Dutchman's Pipe Vine 

Common Milkweed 
Four-leaved Milkweed 
Poke Milkweed 

Black-eyed Susan 
Robin's Plantain 
Pilewort, Fireweed 
Ox-eye Daisy 
Common Burdock 
Common Dandelion 
Bog Goldenrod 
Wrinkled-leaf Goldenrod 
Canada Goldenrod 
White Lettuce 
Field Hawkweed 
Mouse-eared Hawkweed 
Orange Hawkweed 
White Snakeroot 
Wide-leaved Joe-Pye Weed 
Boneset 
Joe-Pye Weed (Northern) 
Schreber's Aster 
Purple-stem Aster 
Bigleaf Aster 
Mountain Aster 
Giant Ragweed 
Pearly Everlasting 
Sneezeweed 
Yarrow 
Pearly Everlasting 

Viper's Bugloss 

Guelder-rose 
Roughish Arrowwood 
Red Elderberry 
Black Elderberry 
Twinflower 
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CARYOPHYLLACEAE 
Dianthus armeria L. 

CISTACEAE 
Helianthemum canadense (L.) Mi. 

CORNACEAE 
Comus amomllm Mil!. 
e. altemifolia L.f. 
e. canadensis L. 

CORYLACEAE 
Carpinus caroliniana Dewey 
Betula lenta L. 
B. alleghaniensis Britt. 
Alnus rugosa (du Roi) Spreng. 

CYPERACEAE 
Eleocharis tem~is (Willd.) Sch. 
Carex trisperma Dewey 
e. pensylvanica Lam. 
e. intumescens Rudge 
e. incomperta bickn. 
e. gynandra Schwein. 
e. Jolliculata L. 
e. crinita Lam. 
e. canescens L. 

DIOSCOREACEAE 
Dioscorea villosa L. 
Dipsacus sylvestris Huds. 

EQUISET ACEAE 
Equisetum arvense L. 

ERICACEAE 
Vaccinium oxycoccus L. 
V. erythrocarpum Michx. 
Gaylussacia baccata (Wang.) K. Koch. 
Gaultheria hispidula (L.) Bige 
Kalmia latifolia L. 
Menziesia pilosa (Michx.) Jus. 
Rhododendron roseum (Loessel.) Rehd. 
R. Calendulaceum (Michx.) Torr. 
R. maximum L. 

EUPHORBIACEAE 
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Euphorbia purpurea (Raf.) Fernald 
E. exigua L. 

Deptford Pink 

Frostweed 

Silky Cornel 
Alternate-leaved Dogwood 
Dwarf Cornel 

American Hornbeam 
Black Birch 
Yellow Birch 
Speckled Alder 

Kill Cow 
Three-seeded Sedge 
Pennsylvania Sedge 
Sedge 
Sedge 
Sedge 
Follicled Sedge 
Tassled Sedge 
Sedge 

Wild Yam 
Common Teasel 

Common Horsetail 

Small Cranberry 
Southern Mountain Cranberry 
Black Huckleberry 
Creeping Snowberry 
Mountain Laurel 
Minnie-bush 
Rose Azalea 
Flame Azalea 
Rhododendron 

Glade Spurge 
Little Spurge 
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FABACEAE 
Trifolium pratense L. 
Baptisia tinctoria (L.) R. Br. 
Quercus rubra L. 

GENTIANACEAE 
Menyanthes trifoliata L. 

GERANIACEAE 
Geranium maculatwn L. 

HYDROPHYLLACEAE 
Hydrophyllum virginianum L. 

HYFERICACEAE 
Hypericum virginicum (L.) Marsh 
H. densiflorum Pursh 

LAMIACEAE 
Melissa officinalis L. 
Monarda didyma L. 
Lycopus americanus Muh!. 
Glechoma hederacea L. 

LILIACEAE 
Smilacina stellata (L.) Desf. 
Veratrum viride Ait. 
Trillium undulatum Willd. 
Clintonia borealis (Ait.) Raf. 
Smilax herbacea L. 
Maianthemum canadense Desf. 
Lilium superbum L. 
Allium tricoccum Ait. 

MAGNOLIACEAE 
Magnolia acuminata 

OLEACEAE 
Fraxinus americana L. 

ONAGRACEAE 
Epilobiwn angustifolium L. 

ORCHIDACEAE 
Platanthera orbiculata (Pursh) Torr. 
Platanthera grandiflora (L.) Lindley 
Cypripedium acaule Ait. 

OXALIDACEAE 
Oxalis montana Raf. 

PAPAVERACEAE 
Dicentra eximia (Ker.) Torr. 
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Red Clover 
Wild Indigo 
Red Oak 

Buckbean 

Wild Geranium 

Virginia Waterleaf 

St. John's-wort 
Glade St. John's-wort 

Lemonbalm 
Bee Balm 
Water Horehound 
Ground Ivy 

Solomon's Seal 
False Hellebore 
Painted Trillium 
Yellow Clintonia 
Carrion Flower 
Canada Mayflower 
Turk's Cap Lily 
Ramps 

Cucumber Tree 

White Ash 

Fireweed 

Large round-leaved Orchid 
Large Purple Fringed Orchid 
Moccasin Flower 

White Wood Sorrel 

Wild Bleeding-Heart 
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PINACEAE 
Tsuga canadensis (1.) 

Pinus strobus L. 
Picea rubens Sarg. 

PLANTAGINACEAE 
Plantago major 1. 

POACEAE 
Holcus lanatus L. 
Glyceria striata (Lam.) Hitch. 
Festuca obtusa Biehler 
Dactylis glome rata 1. 
Bromus secalinus L. 
Brachyelytrum erectum (Schreb.) Beauv. 
Andropogon virginiclls L. 
Anthoxanthum odoratllm L. 

POLYGONACEAE 
Rumex acetosella 1. 

RANUNCULACEAE 
Aconitum reclinatum Gray 
Coptis groenlandica (Oeder) Fer. 
Anemonella thalictroides 
Clematis virginiana 1. 
Actaea pachypoda Ell. 
Anemone virginiana 1. 
Caltha palustris L. 
Aquilegia canadensis 1. 

ROSACEAE 
Pyrus americana (Marsh.) DC. 
Waldsteinia fragarioides (Michx.) Trattinick 
Spirea japonica L. f. 
Rubus canadensis 1. 
Prunus serotina Ehrh. 
PrllnllS pensylvanica L.f. 
Gillenia trifoliata (1.) Moenc. 
Gellm canadense Jacq. 
Gellm rivale L. 
Fragaria virginiana Duchesne 
Amelanchier laevis Wiegand 
Amelanchier arborea (Michx.f.) Fernald 

RUBIACEAE 
Mitchella repens 1. 
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Canadian Hemlock 
White Pine 
Red Spruce 

Great Plantain 

Velvet Grass 
Fowl Mannagrass 
Nodding Fescue 
Orchard Grass 
Cheat 

Broomsedge 
Sweet Vernal Grass 

Sheep Sorrel 

White Monkshood 
Goldthread 
Rue Anemone 
Virgin's Bower 
White Baneberry 
Thimbleweed 
Marsh Marigold 
Wild Columbine 

Mountain Ash 
Barren Strawberry 
Japanese Spirea 
Thornless Blackberry 
Wild Black Cherry 
Pin Cherry 
Bowman's Root 
White Avens 
Purple A vens 
Virginia Strawberry 
Smoot Serviceberry 
Common Serviceberry 

Partridge Berry 
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Houstonia caerulea L. 
Galium aparine L. 

SAXIFRAGACEAE 
Ribes cynosbati L. 
Hydrangea arborescens L. 

SCROPHULARlACEAE 
Veronica officinalis L. 
V. arvensis L. 
V. anagallis-aquatica L. 
V. americana (Raf.) Schw. 
Penstemon hirslltus (1.) Willd. 

SOLANACEAE 
So Ian lim americanWll Mill. 

VIOLACEAE 
Viola papilionacea Pursh 
V. pallens (Banks) Brainerd 
V. appalachiensis Henry 
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Bluets, Quaker Ladies 
Cleavers 

Prickly Gooseberry 
Wild Hydrangea 

Common Speedwell 
Corn Speedwell 
Water Speedwell 
American Brooklime 
Hairy Beardtongue 

Black Nightshade 

Common Blue Violet 
Northern White Violet 
Appalachian Blue Violet 

P.O. Box 137 
Ashton, MD 20861 
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Bald Eagles at Winfield, Putnam County, West Virginia 

J. Lawrence Smith l and James F. Triplett2 

Bald Eagles, both adult and immature or subadult birds, were observed on various 
occasions near the Winfield Locks on the Kanawha River in Putnam County during 
the winter season 1992-1993. Even though eagles have been seen in the area by various 
observers in recent years, this is the first time it has been determined they spent some 
weeks at this location. The improvement in the quality of fish life in the river may 
account for the increase in eagle numbers. 

Our first observation was of a subadult eagle on November 10, 1992, at Fraziers 
Bottom about eight miles downriver from Winfield. While driving downriver, we 
caught sight of a large, dark bird flying in the opposite direction that we realized from 
its manner of flight seemed unlikely to be a vulture. We turned around and saw the 
bird before it landed high in a large sycamore across the river. Upon studying it through 
the scope, we noted that the bill was noticeably large, the upper back was mottled with 
white and the tail appeared short. There seemed little doubt that it was a young Bald 
Eagle. After studying it for a few minutes, it launched into flight and appeared rather 
uniformly brown as we watched it continue upriver until out of sight. 

On December 24 at about 9:30 a.m., we had driven about a mile beyond the 
Winfield Locks when our attention was attracted to a large bird that showed some 
white on the back as well as underneath. After studying it through the glasses, it seemed 
certainly to be a subadult Bald Eagle. We were surprised to see it not far from where 
the other one was seen in November and wondered if the same bird had remained in 

the area. 
About noon the same day, on the north side of the river, a large raptor came into 

view over the highway near Leon. As it began circling overhead at not more than a 
hundred feet, we could clearly see the large amount of white under the wings and 
across the belly mixed with the darker plumage that marked it a young eagle. This 
observation was about twenty miles downriver from our earlier sighting, and we now 
found ourselves wondering if we had met with the same one seen earlier. Later 
observations were to reveal the presence of at least two young eagles in the area. 

An eagle was found perched high in a tree on the slope above the highway early 
in the afternoon on January 13, 1993, where the young bird had been seen three weeks 
before. It was an eagle, but it proved to be an adult. It soon flew with the white head 
and tail clearly visible as we watched it drift along the hill before circling over the 
river. Upon our return a couple of hours later, a dark, subadult eagle was perched in 

perhaps the same tree. 
James Triplett and his wife, Ginger, returned to the area about mid-afternoon on 

January 17 and found two eagles perched in trees above the highway, one a subadult 
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and the other an adult. Even though the light was dim as a result of the overcast sky, 
the appearance of the mature bird was magnificent set against the winter scene of 
leafless trees. The voice of one of the eagles was heard briefly, which, for lack of a 
better term, could be described as a cackle. Within a matter of minutes, a young eagle 
flew in to land close to the others. Shortly, the adult took flight and began circling 
overhead to be joined soon by the others. They drifted out of sight over the hilltop 
bringing to an end an unforgettable experience of observing eagles. 

The association of the eagles caused us to speculate that perhaps there was a 
family bond. Palmer (1988) notes occasions when adults and young have remained 
together and functioned somewhat as a family unit during the winter months. The 
possibility of such a bond in this case is perhaps doubtful due to the fact that the adult 
seems to have been present for only a period of several days. Johnsgard (1990) 
describes a "subadult-adult transition" in the maturing of eagles, which lasts from age 
two to four years. Even though determining the age of eagles by field observation is 
difficult, it seems that at least one of the subadults seen during the winter season fell 
within this age range. 

One of the subadult eagles remained in the area for two more weeks and was last 
seen January 31. It flew over the river where it performed an aerial somersault as it 
headed upstream toward the locks. Even though it remains uncertain whether this was 
the same bird seen earlier in the season, there seems little doubt that sub adult eagles 
were present in the area for nearly three months. 

Bald Eagles have occurred with increasing frequency in the Kanawha Valley in 
recent years with a number of observations in the vicinity of Winfield. Bruce Greene 
and Keith Fletcher recorded an adult at the Winfield locks on January 1, 1986. An adult 
was seen near the John Amos power plant seven miles upriver from Winfield on 
November 30, 1989, by Bryant Bowman. During February, 1990, a young eagle was 
seen at the locks by Gary Kinison, and two months later on April 11, Jay Phillips and 
Ed McNeil observed an adult at Red House, across the Kanawha River from Winfield. 

The betterment of water quality in the Kanawha River resulting in an improve­
ment of fish life may account in part for the presence of the eagles. Further evidence 
of this was the observation of Double-crested Cormorants during some of our visits. 
In surveys of fish populations made at the Winfield locks over a 20-year period by 
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (DNR) biologists, the percentage of 
game species such as Channel Catfish (lctalurus pWlctatus), Freshwater Drum 
(Aplodinotus grunniens) and White Bass (Marone cJllYSOpS) has increased. 

The 1992-1993 winter season was exciting because of the unexpected opportunity 
to observe eagles for an extended period. We want to express our appreciation to Craig 
Stihler for making available records of eagles on file at the DNR Elkins office. Michael 
Hoeft, District Fishery Biologist, supplied us with data from fish population studies 
made in the Kanawha River. Don and Marilyn Morton and Cindy Ellis shared with us 
notes on their observations of the eagles. 
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Monarch Butterflies at the Allegheny Front 
Migration Observatory 

Ralph K. Bell 

Many Brooks Bird Club members know that some of the "fly-over" migrants at 
the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory banding station on Dolly Sods, West 
Virginia, have been counted the past three years (1990-1992), and that we have been 
cooperating with the Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association in this study. Most fly­
over migrants ordinarily are not captured in the banding nets or cannot be banded. 

The four fly-over species that were counted during these three years were the 
Monarch Butterfly, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, American Goldfinch, and Blue Jay. 
During the fall of 1992, migrating dragonflies that fly southwestward up through the 
banding area were also counted. Ken Soltesz of New Salem, New York, is doing a 
special study of migrating dragonflies and wrote that this study will be an important 
step towards a more complete understanding of dragonfly migration. 

Monarch Butterflies seem to migrate southwestward on a very broad front and are 
evidently not funneled, as many birds are, up through the gap in the Allegheny Front 
Migration Observatory where we have our nets to catch and band birds each fall. The 
Monarchs continually cross the road in large numbers both north and south of the 
banding area. By counting those that go over the nets, we get an idea as to the volume 
of the flights. 

Table 1 gives the numbers of Monarchs counted as they came up through the 
banding area each fall for the past three years. It is easy to see that the bulk of the 
migrants go through in September. Peak days each year were September 14, 1990 (171 
individuals), September 18, 1991 (1,481 individuals), and September 21,1992 (168 
indi viduals). 

Table 1 

Numbers of Monarch Butterflies Counted at Dolly Sods 

Month 1990 1991 1992 

August 35 348 36 
September 636 5,177 551 
October 1 6 0 

Totals 672 5,531 551 
Hawk Mt. Totals 1,043 6,568 536 
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The timing of the Monarch flights is quite different than the bulk of the warbler 
flights we see on Dolly Sods. The main warbler flights are over by 10 to II a.m. 
(daylight savings time), while the main Monarch flights are usually after 11 a.m. 
During the fall of 1990, 20% went by between 7 and II a.m., 38% between 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. and 42% after 2 p.m. In fact, on the biggest migration day in 1992, 
September 21,95% flew by after 2 p.m. It was a cloudy day, and that probably helped 
cause the late movement. Butterflies are daytime fliers because they need to get the 
fluid in their wings warmed up a bit before they attempt flight. 

Monarchs are strong and stubborn fliers and persist on keeping that southwest 
course. More than once I have noted them going southwestward through our yard in 
the fall, and even when only flying 6 feet from the corner of our house, they would not 
alter their course one bit, but would fly up and over the corner instead of detouring 
around it. Also, one evening I observed a Monarch in its fall flight attempting to fly 
southwest into a steady wind at perhaps 60 feet above the ground. It was exactly in the 
same spot when I quit watching it at least 5 minutes later. 

Supposedly, the Monarch is the only butterfly in North America that migrates 
annually both south and north as birds do, but authorities do not believe that 
individuals make the entire journey both ways. There are two or three generations each 
summer. The wintering Monarchs start north and breed, and presumably their 
offspring continue on northward looking for more milkweed plants to lay their eggs 
upon. It is thought that it is the last brood that makes the long trip to their wintering 
ground in Mexico where they cling in large masses to the branches of tall fir trees. It 
is the main eastern United States population of Monarchs that winter in the Sierra 
Madre Mountains in central Mexico, while the western populations winter on the 
Pacific Coast north of Los Angeles. 

No doubt Monarch populations are cyclic, and numbers can vary greatly from year 
to year. Probably 1973 was one of the best years ever for seeing fall migrating 
Monarchs. My diary says that that year, on September 12, there were Monarch 
Butterflies everywhere. Brooks Bird Club member Trudy Smith (who has a license to 
tag Monarchs) stopped by that day and estimated at least 10,000 were hanging on the 
branches of six wild cherry trees here on our farm that evening. We noted that they 
were only on the south and east-facing branches, thus avoiding the cooler northwestern 
breezes and also being in the right locations to get the early morning rays of the sun. 
Critical migrating temperature is probably close to 62 degrees. No migrating 
Monarchs were seen on Dolly Sods last September on the five days the temperature 
was not yet above 52 degrees at noon. 

By the large numbers of Monarchs seen during the fall of 1991, it appeared another 
peak in the Monarch cycle was coming, but there was an abrupt drop in migrating 
numbers the next fall. Our daughter, Joan Pattison, sent us a clipping from the 
November II, 1992, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Patriot News that may explain the 
are at drop in miaratina numbers. The short newspaper article said, "Mexican police e e e 
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have closed 15 clandestine sawmills in the Pacific coast state of Michoacan, where 
illegal logging has decimated a habitat of the Monarch Butterfly. Environmental 
groups estimate that the loggers caused the death of 39 million butterflies, or 70 
percent of the total population in 1991-92." It is no wonder the numbers were down. 

Laurie Goodrich, on Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania, reported their numbers of 
migrating Monarchs were down also, having dropped from 6,568 counted during the 
fall of 1991 to 532 in 1992. The Dolly Sods numbers dropped from 5,631 to 551. 

The Monarch migration is more prolonged on Hawk Mountain than on Dolly 
Sods. In 1990 almost 40% of the Hawk Mountain Monarchs passed by in October. The 
counters on Dolly Sods leave in early October because of the weather conditions, but 
only one Monarch was noted during the first six days in October that year, while Hawk 

Mountain recorded 109 those first six days. The Dolly Sods banding station at the 
Allegheny Front Migration Observatory is close to 4,000 feet in elevation and the 
elevation on Hawk Mountain, approximately 200 miles to the northeast, is much 
lower. Laurie Goodrich suggested that, "If it's too cold for humans on Dolly Sods, 
perhaps it's too cold for Monarchs, and they migrate down the warmer valley." 

Last fall (1992) I noticed 10 to 20 Monarchs getting nourishment in a Red Clover 
field on October 15. I watched them for awhile but there was no apparent movement 
except from one Red Clover plant to another. Hawk Mountain recorded two Monarchs 
as late as October 23 last fall. It is questionable as to whether these late migrants really 
have time to get to their wintering grounds in central Mexico. 

There is a record of a tagged Monarch traveling 80 miles in one day, and if winds 
are favorable, they can probably cover much greater distances. The September 18-19, 
1992 period was the peak migration on Hawk Mountain and September 20-21 were 
the peak days on Dolly Sods. There was a light breeze out of the east on Dolly Sods 
on September 20, and it was almost calm the next day. This suggests that if weather 
conditions are right, we may see a Monarch flight on Dolly Sods two to three days after 
they go through the Hawk Mountain section of Pennsylvania. 

I wish to thank all those dedicated people who helped with the many hours of 
counting fly-over migrants--especially Ivarean Pierce and John and Genevieve 
Findley and also Thomas Fox, JoAnn and Phil Graham, Sue and Ken Hesselton, Beth 
and Randy Ritter, Ruth and Carl Rowe, Martha and Don Shearer, and all others who 
assisted in any way. 
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Field Notes 
Winter Season 

December, 1992-February, 1993 

James D. Phillips, Editor 

Few contributors commented on the weather. It seemed to be a fairly mild season 
based on the information received. The weather may have been responsible for some 
of the more unusual sightings. The unusual birds included Orange-crowned Warbler 
in Cabell County(MK), Great Egret and Snowy Egret in Monroe County(JB) and 
Pine Grosbeaks in Pocahontas County(JMi). Evening Grosbeaks were absent this 
winter, and there were few Pine Siskins, but Purple Finches, Dark-eyed Juncos, and 
White-throated Sparrows were fairly common. The increased number of Bald 
Eagles and Peregrine Falcons is encouraging. 

Loons through raptors-Common Loons were reported from Cabell(W A) and 
Barbour(KB) counties during December. Pied-billed Grebes were found over most 
of the region through mid-December. Great Blue Herons seemed fairly common. Jim 
Brown observed a Great Egret on a pond in Monroe County on Christmas Day and 
a Snowy Egret on the same pond a week later. The waterfowl surveys conducted by 
state wildlife personnel produced increased counts for several species. According to 
Allegheny Vistas the bulk of the numbers came from 3,000 Canada Geese and an 
equal number of Mallards, plus 700 American Black Ducks along the lower 
Kanawha and Ohio river areas in January. Several observers found the usual wintering 
ducks and mergansers but expressed concern about their numbers not being what they 
have been in years past. 

Wood Ducks were still present in Wood County(MBC) in the first week of 
December, and as usual they remained through most of December in Mercer 
County(JP). Green-winged Teal and Gadwall both wintered on sewage lagoons in 
Mercer County(JP) and along the lower Kanawha River(A V). American Wigeons 
were present in Barbour County(KB) through the third week of December and into 
January along the lower Kanawha River(AV). The only report of Redheads for the 
reo-ion was three individuals on the Ohio side of the Ohio River on January 20(W A). 
G~od numbers of Ring-necked Ducks were found across the region in December and 
February, and there were scattered groups during January. Lesser Scaup moved 
through the area in fairly good numbers during mid-December. Common Goldeneyes 
seem;d not so common and Buffleheads and Hooded Mergansers maybe were 
holding their own. Common Mergansers were seen in Cabell, Mason(W A), 
Summers(A V), and Wood(MBC) counties. Red-breasted Mergansers were found in 
Mason(MA), Wood(MBC), and Barbour(KB) counties. Ruddy Ducks were found in 
Barbour County through the end of December(KB). 
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The only reports of vultures were both Black and Turkey Vultures in Mercer and 
Summers(JP) counties in West Virginia and Giles County, VA(JB). Bald Eagles were 
seen in Wood(MBC), Cabell, Mason(WA), Hampshire, Grant, Pendleton, Putnam, 
Pocahontas(A V), and Greenbrier(JMi) counties. Northern Harriers were located 
along the lower Kanawha River(A V) and in Monroe(JP), Wood(MBC), and 
Greenbrier(JMi) counties. Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks seemed to be regular 
visitors to bird feeders. Rough-legged Hawks wintered in the lower Kanawha/Ohio 
river area(AV, WA) and Canaan Valley, Tucker County(JN). There were five reports 
of Golden Eagles in the Cheat Mountain area of Randolph County(A V) and two were 
seen in mid-December in Summers County near the Raleigh County line(AM). 
American Kestrel numbers were down along the lower Kanawha River(A V) but up 
in all other parts of the territory. An adult Peregrine Falcon was observed three times 
in Mason County during January(WA). 

Gamebirds through warblers-Most observers considered Ruffed Grouse to 
be scarce. Some speculated on it being the low end of their cycle(L W) and some on 
competition with the ever expanding Wild Turkey population(KB). Wild Turkeys 
continue to be a common sight. Hullet Good reported seven flying across Rt. 114 near 
Charleston, Kanawha County, in February. Northern Bobwhites are nearly nonex­
istent. There were scattered reports of American Coots. Common Snipes were found 
in Wood County in early December and again in February(MBC). Three were seen in 
Kanawha County in late February(HG). 

Bonaparte's Gulls were seen in Wood(MBC) and Cabell(WA) counties in 
December. Most of the major streams had good size flocks of Ring-billed Gulls and 
a few Herring Gulls. Eastern Screech-Owls were reported for Summers(JP), 
Upshur(VH), Randolph(CS), and Barbour(KB) counties. The Wheeling Christmas 
Bird Count owlers found 85 during their survey(JBu). They also found two Great 
Horned Owls. One Great Horned Owl was located in Randolph County(CS) and a 
pair was heard in Mercer County(JM). Barred Owls were located in Mercer(JB) and 
Summers(JP) counties. Short-eared Owls were restricted to areas adjacent to West 
Virginia(RB, MBC, BBC). 

More and more reports of Red-headed Woodpeckers are being received. 
Wintering birds were found in Wood(MBC), Kanawha(AV), Roane(HG), and 
Mason(W A) counties. The Mason County colony contained 10 birds. Comments on 
the other woodpeckers as a group ranged from "holding their own" to "losing ground." 
Perhaps the mild weather encouraged Eastern Phoebes to winter a little further north. 
American Crows seem to be abundant. Common Ravens were reported from 
Randolph(CS), Summers, Raleigh(A V), and Ivfercer(JP) counties. There were scat­
tered reports of a few Red-breasted Nuthatches. Several people commented on 
Brown Creepers coming to bird feeders. Little mention was made of Winter Wrens. 
Most people found Golden-crowned Kinglets and there were a few Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets as well. 
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An Orange-crowned Warbler began visiting a feeder in Huntington, Cabell 
County, in early January(MK, W A) and was still present at the end of the period. Also 
unusual was a Northern Parula Warbler in Wood County on January 21(MBC). 
Yellow-rumped Warblers were in low numbers in most places. The Pipestem 
Christmas Bird Count produced no sightings for the first time in 22 years. 

Sparrows through finches-Rufous-sided Towhees seemed to winter well in 
the region. The only report of American Tree Sparrows was from Wood County 
during January and February(MBC). There were few reports of Fox Sparrows and 
White-crowned Sparrows. Almost everyone had White-throated Sparrows. Some 
reporters considered them to be very common and some considered them to be rare. 
A few Red-winged Blackbirds, Eastern Meadowlarks, and Common Grackles 
were found across the region. The only Brown-headed Cowbirds were found in Wood 
County(MBC). Otherwise, the blackbirds appeared on schedule near the end of the 

period. 
Jim Miller reported 21 Pine Grosbeaks at Cranberry Glades, Pocahontas County, 

on January 9. Almost everyone had Purple Finches and House Finches continue to 
flourish. Most areas produced at least a few Pine Siskins. American Goldfinches 
seemed to be abundant across the region. No Evening Grosbeaks were reported and 

there was not much mention made concerning House Sparrows. 
Contributors-Allegheny Vistas(A V), Wendell Argabrite(W A), Ralph Bell(RB), 

Brooks Bird Club Headquarters(BBC), Jim Brown(JB), A. R. Buckelew Jr.(JBu), Kyle 
Bush(KB), Hullet Good(HG), Virginia Bly Hoover(VH), Marjorie Keatley(MK), Ira 
Lilly(IL), Ann McRae(AM), Janet Meyer(JM), Jim Miller(JMi), Mountwood Bird 
Club(MBC), John Norheimer(JN), Craig Stihler(CS), and Leon Wilson(LW). 
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Book Reviews 

Handbook for Butterfly Watchers by Robert Michael Pyle. 1992. Houghton Mifflin 
Co., New York. 280 pp., xvi. 200 black-and-white illustrations. $11.95, paperback. 

A Field Guide to Eastern Butterflies by Paul A. Opler. Illustrated by Vichai Maliku. 
1992. 396 pp., xvii. 48 color plates, 347 maps. $24.95, cloth. 

In the middle of a warm, sunny day when bird watching slows down, the birder, 
accustomed to the study of active, colorful animals, is naturally attracted to the study 
of butterflies. There is no better introduction to these creatures than Robert M. Pyle's 
Handbookfor ButteljZy Watchers, first published in 1984 and now available in a new 
paperback edition. Pyle's handbook covers all aspects of butterfly study: where to find 
butterflies, how to observe and photograph them, how to keep records, butterfly 
counts, behavior, biology, ecology, butterfly gardening, rearing, identification, and 
conservation. The emphasis of the book is on watching butterflies, so collectors will 
have to go to another source for information on collection and preservation of 
butterflies. 

The new Peterson field guide, A Field Guide to Eastern ButteljZies, is now 
available. The old Peterson guide by Alexander Klots, first published in 1951, is now 
superseded by Paul A. Opler's new field guide. The book is well illustrated with 
drawings by Vachai Malikul of most of the butterflies discussed in the text and many 
photographs of butterfly adults and a few of larvae and pupae. Range maps are 
provided for most species. 

Don't discard your old copy of Klots' guide. Most of the 102 new species covered 
in Opler are new colonists from the south found in Florida and southern Texas. People 
in the middle Atlantic states will find only a few species new to the region. 

The new guide is easy to use. Even though I am a novice at butterfly watchin cr 
~ e' 

by using the clear descriptions and famous "Peterson system" drawings, which use 
lines to indicate the diagnostic features for each species, I easily identified the 
Meadow Fritillary, Great Spangled Fritillary, Silver-spotted Skipper, Cabbage But­
terfly, and West Virginia White in one afternoon in the garden. Anyone interested in 
butterfly watching will want to have Pyle's Handbook in the library and Opler's Field 
Guide in the backpack. 

Albert R. Buckelew Jr. 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

ORNITHOLOGICAL BOOKS FOR SALE 

Birds of Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood ................................. . 
A Field Guide to Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison Autographed ............. . 
Field Guide to Western Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison ................... . 
Birds of North America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer. 

Popular field guide, excellent color illus., range maps, field marks. Autographed. 

$ 2.00 
$14.75 
$11.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Hardback $11.85 Softback $ 9.00 
West Virginia Birds by George Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00 
The High Alleghenies by J. Lawrence Smith. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00 
Dozen Birding Hotspots by George Harrison. Autographed. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . $10.95 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed (Softback). ..... $10.35 
The Birds of Winter by Kit and George Harrison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18.50 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by N. Bayard Green 

and Thomas K. Pauley .......................................... . $12.00 

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICATIONS 

No.1, 1986 Birds of the Lower Ohio River Valley in West Virginia 
by Kiff, Igou, Slack, and Wilson......................... ........... $1.00 

No.2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia......... ... $1.00 

OTHER STORE ITEMS 

Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car .................. . 
Bumper Tag - BBC .... , ............ , . , .......... , , ................ , .. 
BBC Shoulder Patch ... ' .. , ........................... , ..... , , , . , .... . 
BBC License Plate .... , ....... , ........ , .. , .. , ...................... . 

Add $2 for postage per order. 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 

$1.00 
$1.00 
$1.50 
$2.00 

Original papers in the field of natural history are published in The Redstart. Papers are judged 
on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. Scientific accuracy 
is most important and to this end an advisory board, selected by the editorial staff. will review 
submitted papers. Papers should be typewritten, double spaced on one side of the paper only. 
Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIIP 

The Brooks Bird Club is a nonprofit organization whose objective is to encourage the study 
and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership includes sUbscriptions 
to The Redstart and Mail Bag and entitles one to all the privileges offered by the Club. Classes 
of membership are Student, $5; Individual, $17; Family, $20; Sustaining. $30; Life. $300. Checks 
should be written payable to the Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood Avenue. 
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003. 


