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Golden-winged Warblers Are Common 
Residents of Abandoned Surface Mines 

in Southern West Virginia 

Ronald A. Canterbury 

During a survey of the upland vertebrates of the New River Gorge National River 
(NRGNR) conducted from 1989 to present, and under the supervision of Dr. Thomas 
K. Pauley of Marshall University, I found that Golden-winged Warblers preferred 
abandoned mine sites as a habitat over all other types of habitats, except for old fields. 
The NRGNR offers relatively little Golden-winged Warbler habitat. Most of this 
national park consists of forested land and contains very few old fields. Thus, except 
for the relatively few reclaimed surface mines, the only other habitat available to early 
successional stage species such as the Golden-winged Warbler is abandoned mine 
sites. Of 18 such sites examined, Golden-winged Warblers were found at 15 (83%). 

I have proposed that Golden-winged Warblers have selected this habitat because 
of its early successional stages when goldenrods (Solidago spp.) are common. I have 
found Golden-winged Warblers at abandoned mine sites throughout southern West 
Virginia. Faced with habitat loss and alterations (suburban and urban development and 
active agriculture) as well as an increase of land covered in forest, Golden-winged 
Warblers have found a refugium at abandoned surface mine sites. 
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An Unusual Junco's Nest 

Thomas G. Hurley 

All the nests of the Dark-eyed Junco that I have found or seen were on the ground. 
Juncos apparently will build in trees on rare occasions. A few nests have been found 
on building rafters. In July, I found a junco nest that fit the latter locale. 

The Lodge at Big Meadows in Virginia's Shenandoah National Park has a roof 
that greatly overhangs a patio on the front. Large posts support an 8-inch square, timber 
beam about eight feet off the ground, which in turn supports the roof overhang. 

On the evening of July 25, 1992, I observed a female junco fly under the porch 
eaves several times and soon reappear. I easily found the loosely constructed nest on 
top of the timber beam, with about eight inches clearance above it. At my approach, 
the female became quite agitated. 

The nest was in plain view of guests in the Lodge's dining room only eight feet 
away. Juncos at the nest could be easily observed through the large dining room 
windows. The female came to the nest several times to feed her young as I watched. 

The next morning I returned to photograph the nest. The female was observed 
feeding a very young bird on a lodge window sill about 30 feet from the nest site. As 
I again approached the nest, another fledgling flew out to the adjacent lawn. A parent 
soon tended to this bird. 

I wondered why this junco would choose a nesting location more suited for 
phoebes, when typical junco sites abound on the mountain. 
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Allegheny Front Migration Observatory: 
Fall Migration 1992 

George A. Hall 

The 35th year of bird-banding at the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory, 
Grant County , West Virginia, was not a year to write home about. The weather was 
generally good, and several cold fronts developed, but the migratory flight never 
appeared. The station was in continuous operation from August 16 to October 11, with 
nine additional days in October and November. At least some banding was carried out 
on 66 days. 

Only 3,866 birds (fourth poorest) of 78 species were banded with a station effort 
of 6,875 net hours (second highest), giving a capture ratio of only 56.23 birds per 100 
net hours (poorest ever). August captures totaled 478; September, 2,327; and October, 
1,061. The station has now banded 150,633 birds of 116 species. No new species were 
added to the list this year. Ten birds banded in 1991 were recaptured, as were two 1990 
bandings and one Common Yellowthroat originally banded in 1984. 

There were four pronounced waves-September 1, September 10, September 22, 
and September 28-all of which were accompanied by major cold fronts (see figure). 
These peaks produced rather small numbers of birds compared with past migrations. 
The biggest day was September 10 with 349 new bandings, followed by September 
28 with 250. There were no other days of more than 200 bandings and only eight other 
days with more than 100 birds handled. 

The most numerous species was the Black-throated Blue Warbler with 504 
captures (see table), followed by the Blackpoll Warbler with 415. These capture 
numbers were both more than one standard deviation (SD) below the 1 a-year average. 
Of 53 species that were analyzed, 26 were captured in average numbers (less than one 
SD from the 1O-year average with 16 below the average); 19 species were banded in 
numbers more than one SD below the average; and for the Gray-cheeked Thrush, 
Tennessee Warbler, and American Redstart, the number was more than two SDs below 
average. Only five species were handled in numbers more than one SD above average 
and three of these were more than two SD above average. In none of these cases were 
the numbers very large. 

The Tennessee Warbler with 18,981 bandings over the years is the number one 
bird, but this year the 199 captures (lowest ever) were 77% below the average. The 
1991 figure had been 44% below. This suggests that something is happening to this 
species. Does this represent a real decline or a return to normal populations after 
several abnormally high years? The answer is not evident at this time. 

Only 2,332 warblers were banded, a figure 55% below the la-year average. The 
numbers of all neotropical migrants were similar: 2,728 banded, 54% below average. 
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When it is recalled that the 1O-year average already had in it the poor years of 1989 
and 1990, the decline in bandings of these species is even more alarming. These data 
alone do not give hard answers as to the status of the migrants, but when coupled with 
data from many other stations some conclusions may be forthcoming. The age 
distribution of captures has not been analyzed as yet, but superficial impressions 
indicate that the adult young ratio was higher than normal, suggesting a poor breeding 
season in the north. The species showing increases were American Robin (47 
bandings-new high), Savannah Sparrow, and White-crowned Sparrow. 

The day-long migrant counts were continued again this year and the numbers 
showed the same trend as the bandings. Of the total counted there were 391 Ruby­
throated Hummingbirds, 2,254 Blue Jays (only 16% of the average of the two previous 
years), 1,481 American Goldfinches (26% ofthe two-year average), and 551 Monarch 
Butterflies (compared with 5,631 last year). 

During the season 1,935 people signed the visitor's book. These visitors came 
from 12 states, the District of Columbia, and from Ontario and New Zealand. As usual 
several elementary and high school classes visited the station. 

The banders who participated this year were Lynn Barnhart, Barbara Bilsborough, 
Walter Fye, Sue Heselton, Joan Pattison, Janet Shaffer, Trudy Smith, Jo Lane Stern, 
Judy Ward, Leon Wilson, Charles Ziegenfus, and station co-leaders Ralph Bell and 
George Hall. LeJay Graffious was responsible for the shelter, and as usual Genevieve 
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and John Findley were in charge of the net lanes. Ivarean Pierce, who also headed up Species Number First Date Last Date Peak No. Date 

the Blue Jay-Hummingbird count, and Ken Heselton were present for extended 
Winter Wren 17 Aug. 27 Oct. 30 

periods. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 361 Sept. 1 Oct. 30 64 Oct. 18 

The following people aided in tending nets, carrying cages, keeping records, and Ruby-crowned Kinglet 138 Sept. 11 Oct. 30 24 Oct. 17 
in many other ways: Mike Andre, Chris Broyles, Ron Canterbury, Jim Cheatham, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 2 Aug. 30 Sept. 22 
Mike Clark, Walt Crockett, Bob Dean, Kathy Devaul, Kevin Dodge, Cindy Ellis, Hal Veery 18 Aug. 17 Sept. 18 

Findley, Jenny Findley, Roger Findley, Dawn Fox, John Fox, Thomas Fox, Flo Giffen, Gray-cheeked Thrush 4 Sept. 21 Oct. 2 

Helen Ann Graffious, Jay Graffious, JoAnn Graham, Phil Graham, Mike Griffith, 
Swainson's Thrush 237 Aug. 19 Oct. 16 21 Sept. 10 
Hermit Thrush 39 Aug. 17 Oct. 30 7 Oct. 16 

Andrew Hall, Elena Hall-Christofides, Linda Hollenburg, Patrick Hurley, Thomas Wood Thrush 32 Aug. 28 Oct. 18 
Hurley, Jim Huey, Jean Huey, Karen Huey, Aaron Keith, Jonavieve Lockhart, Steven American Robin 43 Aug. 16 Oct. 30 
Mace, Karen McClure, Carol McCullough, Fred McCullough, Jason McCullough, Gray Catbird 11 Aug. 16 Oct. 8 

Jack Minear, Jolen Minear, Jaccalene Minear, John Moore, Ben Myers, Evelyn Myers, Cedar Waxwing 3 Aug. 21 Oct. 8 

Bart Paxton, Daniel Perry, Charles Pierce, Charlotte Pryor, Beth Ritter, Randy Ritter, 
White-eyed Vireo I Sept. 9 
Solitary Vireo 13 Aug. 27 Oct. 24 

Carl Rowe, Ruth Rowe, Miles Runner, Joe Schreiber, Brian Seifrit, Brian Scott Seifrit, Philadelphia Vireo 6 Sept. 12 Oct. 2 
Don Shearer, Martha Shearer, Dave Skinner, Sue Skinner, Ryan Stallings, Dollie Red-eyed Vireo 67 Aug. 18 Oct. 23 12 Sept. 21 

Stover, Roy Ward, Cory Wentzel, Scott Wiley, and Martin Wiley. Blue-winged Warbler 1 Sept. 15 

We also thank the personnel of the Monongahela National Forest: Supervisor Jim Golden-winged Warbler 1 Sept. 2 

Page, District Ranger Nancy Feakes, Recreation Specialist Jill Shoemaker, and others 
Tennessee Warbler 199 Aug. 25 Oct. 18 64 Aug. 31 
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 Sept. 28 

of the Potomac District Ranger Station for their cooperation and support. Thanks also Nashville Warbler 38 Aug. 30 Oct. 10 6 Sept. 1 
to Walt Lesser of the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources for the use of the Northern Parula 3 Sept. II Oct. 10 

Laneville Cabin for housing and for storage of the shelter. The Brooks Bird Club Chestnut-sided Warbler 26 Aug. 19 Sept. 28 7 Sept. 10 

supplied some financial support. Magnolia Warbler 110 Aug. 18 Oct. 23 13 Sept. 10 
Cape May Warbler 340 Aug. 21 Oct. 4 77 Sept. 10 
Bl.-throated Blue Warbler 504 Aug. 17 Oct. 10 94 Sept. 10 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 9 Sept. 28 Oct. 25 5 Oct. 25 

Table of Species Banded Bl.-throated Green Warbler 212 Aug. 16 Oct. 10 41 Sept. 28 
Blackburnian Warbler 130 Aug. 18 Sept. 28 25 Sept. 1 

Species Number First Date Last Date Peak No. Date Pine Warbler 1 Sept. 13 
Palm Warbler 4 Sept. 23 Oct. 17 

Sharp-shinned Hawk Oct. 17 
Bay-breasted Warbler 63 Aug. 26 Oct. 2 9 Sept. 9, 28 

American Woodcock 2 Oct. 16 Oct. 30 
Blackpoll Warbler 415 Sept. 9 Oct. 17 84 Sept. 22 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 Oct. 2 
Black-and-white Warbler 19 Aug. 21 Oct. 2 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 6 Sept. 28 Oct. 10 
American Redstart 14 Aug. 16 Sept. 22 

Downy Woodpecker 4 Sept. 2 
Worm-eating Warbler 3 Aug. 24 Aug. 27 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 2 Sept. 8 Sept. 22 
Ovenbird 54 Aug. 18 Oct. 2 9 Sept. 13 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 3 Aug. 22 Sept. 20 
Northern Waterthrush 10 Aug. 19 Sept. II 8 Sept. 11 

Acadian Flycatcher 2 Sept. 10 
Louisiana Waterthrush I Sept. 3 

"Trail!' s" Flycatcher 3 Aug. 18 Sept. 21 Connecticut Warbler 3 Sept. 11 Sept. 17 

Least Flycatcher 3 Aug. 27 Sept. 25 
Common Yellowthroat 144 Aug. 16 Oct. 17 12 Sept. 18 

Blue Jay 95 Sept. 28 Oct. 18 29 Oct. 8 
Hooded Warbler 5 Aug. 19 Sept. 16 

Black-capped Chickadee 14 Aug. 17 Oct. 23 
Wilson's Warbler 12 Aug. 27 Sept. 28 

Tufted Titmouse 7 Sept. 18 Sept. 18 5 Oct. 23 
Canada Warbler 10 Aug. 18 Sept. 15 

Brown Creeper 21 Sept. 29 Sept. 29 4 Sept. 28, 30 
Scarlet Tanager 7 Aug. 16 Sept. 22 

Carolina Wren 1 Sept. 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 17 Sept. 7 Sept. 29 

House Wren 1 Sept. 18 Indigo Bunting 5 Aug. 25 Sept. 29 
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Species Number First Date 

Rufous-sided Towhee 19 Aug. 16 
Chipping Sparrow 4 Aug. 17 
Field Sparrow 8 Aug. 18 
Vesper Sparrow 1 Sept. 12 
Savannah Sparrow 10 Aug. 18 
Fox Sparrow 7 Oct. 16 
Song Sparrow 22 Aug. 19 
Lincoln's Sparrow 5 Sept. 25 
Swamp Sparrow 12 Sept. 26 
White-throated Sparrow 45 Sept. 29 
White-crowned Sparrow 17 Oct. 6 
Dark-eyed Junco 186 Aug. 16 
Northern Oriole 1 Aug. 31 
Purple Finch 5 Sept. 3 
American Goldfinch 5 Aug. 30 
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Blue Jay Vocalization Resembles Fish Crow 

James D. Phillips 

On February 10, 1992, at the corner of Hale and Reynolds avenues in Princeton, 
Mercer County, West Virginia, I distinctly heard the call of aFish Crow. I was familiar 
with the call because of visits to the Atlantic Coast, but the only location where I had 
encountered this species in West Virginia was the Charles Town area of Jefferson 
County. I knew of no Mercer County record for this species, so I was interested in 
finding the bird and contacting other people to verify the sighting. 

I located the tree from which the sound originated, but the bird managed to keep 
the trunk between us, thus blocking my view. After a chase of a couple minutes, aBlue 
Jay dropped to the ground near me. I continued to search the tree for the crow but could 
not locate the now silent bird. Then I heard the sound again- definitely a Fish Crow. 
To my surprise, the sound was coming from the Blue Jay. It called a dozen or more 
times while I was 8 to 10 feet away. Since this was the only call the bird was making, 
I was about to decide it had something wrong with it when it flew to a stone wall and 
began making perfectly normal Blue Jay noise. I did not hear this bird make a Fish 
Crow call in this area after this occasion. 

As I walked home I remembered a Blue Jay at Pipestem State Park, Summers 
County. This individual made sounds like a Broad-winged Hawk. At other times, I 
have been fooled into thinking I was about to see a Red-shouldered Hawk, when a Blue 
Jay would switch from his Red-shoulder call to the normal Blue Jay voice. Now, I had 
witnessed a Blue Jay sounding like still another species-a species not found in this 
area. A check of my field guide revealed that Blue Jays and Fish Crows do occur 
together in some parts of the country. In checking other reference books I found no 
mention ofFish Crow in the Blue Jay repertoire. However, Bent reports, "The jay uses 
a great number of calls-too many for us to describe them all in detail" (p. 46). It seems 
that there is even a debate as to whether the Blue Jay mimics other species, or just by 
coincidence it makes sounds that resemble the calls of other species. At any rate, it 
sure causes one to be careful with audio bird identifications. 
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Erratum 

HC 78, Box 42-C 
Pipestem, WV 25979 

From Canterbury, R.A. and D.M. Stover, "Observation of Communal Roosting 
of American Crows at Beckley, Raleigh County, West Virginia," The Redstart, 
59(3):82, lines 9 and 10 should read: 

Birds could be seen in steady streams for 2 112 hours .... 
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Early Coralroot in West Virginia 

Eugene E. Hutton, Jr., and Reba P. Hutton 

One colony of Early Coralroot (Corallorhiza trifida Chatelain) six inches in 
diameter was found in Blister Pine Swamp near Cheat Bridge, Randolph County , West 
Virginia, elevation 3,600 feet, on June 10,1968, in full flower. It was not rediscovered 
until July 15, 1992, when the colony was found to have doubled in size with 21 plant 
stems bearing seed pods and four scapes with aborted capsules. No other colony was 
seen in the area. The immediate associates were the Large Leaved Minum (Minum 
punctatum elatus Schimp), Water Penny wort (Hydrocotyl americana L.), Rough 
Sedge (Carex scab rata Schwein), Golden Ragwort (Senecio aureus L.), and Spotted 
Jewelweed (Impatiens capensis Meerb.). The plants were growing in black, wet soil 
in the partially closed canopy of Red Spruce (Picea rubens Sarg.) and Yellow Birch 
(Betula lutea Michx.) with Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia L.) in the understory. 
It was interesting to note Spotted Coralroot (Corallorhiza maculata Raf.) and Fraser's 
Sedge (Carex Fraseri Andrews) in the general area. This is the second station known 
in West Virginia for Early Coralroot, the first being reported by Charles E. Stevens, 
May 2, 1966, in Cranberry Glades, Pocahontas County. 

This attractive orchid is a saprophyte without leaves, with only the flowering 
scapes showing above ground from the underground stem. This is the only species of 
Corallorhiza listed by Nicholas Polunin in his monumental publication Circumpolar 
Arctic Flora. His interesting statement is as follows: "A species of Corallorhiza is 
known from the arctic namely C. trifida. The Early Coralroot grows chiefly in plant 
heaths and bogs and ranges in the arctic from Alaska Yukon eastward to west 
Greenland and Eurasia in arctic Siberia" (pp. 126-127). 

Corallorhiza trifida brings to 58 the species of plants in West Virginia known to 
be circumpolar in distribution. Relic colonies of these plants have survived since Mid­
Cretaceous times, 135 million years ago, when there was a continuous land mass from 
West Virginia by way of the Laurentian Shield of Canada to Greenland and Eurasia. 
The base level of this ancient land was not much above sea level and much like 
Newfoundland of today. The rise of the tertiary mountains and the onset of and passing 
of the Ice Age separated these plants from their more continuous distribution of 
millions of years ago. It is interesting to note that including Corallorhiza trifida there 
are 42 species of plants indigenous to both West Virginia and the earth's largest island, 
Greenland, 448 miles from the North Pole. 
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Field Notes 
Fall Season 

September-November, 1992 

James D. Phillips, Editor 

Most observers did not comment much on the weather for the fall season. The 
hawk watchers and the bird banders reported low numbers of birds, and other observers 
reported a poor birding season, but there were some interesting finds and a few good 
days. 

Loons through ducks-Common Loons were reported from late October to the 
end of the period, but the big find was in Barbour County (KB), where there were flocks 
of 30, 12, and 12 on November 6. Pied-billed Grebes were seen from September 1 
(MBC) through mid-December (KB). Tom Igou reported that this species did not nest 
in Apple Grove, Mason County, for the first time since 1984. The pond there has been 
drained. Horned Grebes were present in Cabell County (TI) and Barbour County 
(KB) from late October through mid-December. Double-crested Cormorants were 
found in Summers (IL), Wood (MBC), Kanawha (HG), and Cabell (TI) counties. The 
largest group of cormorants consisted of 20 birds in Cabell County. Great Blue 
Herons were found in the usual numbers over the region. Great Egrets were seen in 
Summers (IL), Cabell (WA), and Wood (MBC) counties. Green-backed Herons 
were last seen in late September. Fifteen adult and four immature Black-crowned 
Night-Herons were present in Wood County until October 27 (MBC). 

Several observers were concerned about a lack of waterfowl during the season. 
Despite these concerns, a variety of birds were seen. Snow Geese (two blue and one 
white) were found in Kanawha and Mason counties during October and November 
(W A). Canada Geese have become a nuisance in several areas. Individuals with neck 
bands are turning up in many locations. If an observer wants to determine the origin 
of these geese, note the color of the neck band, any letters or numbers on the collar, 
leg bands, location of the bird, and the date. Then contact your district office of the 
Division of Natural Resources. Wood Ducks were fairly common and remained in 
southern West Virginia throughout the season (JP). Green-winged Teal were present 
in Barbour County in mid-October (KB). Fewer areas noted American Black Ducks. 
The late date for Blue-winged Teal was for two birds in Cabell County on November 
6 (TI). The only report of Northern Shovelers came from Barbour County (KB) 
during November. Gadwalls were found on the New River near the Virginia state line 
(JB). Ring-necked Ducks were located in Mercer, Pocahontas (JP), Wood (MBC), 
and Barbour (KB) counties during October and November. Kyle Bush saw as many 
as 100 on October 11 on Teter Lake, B arbour County. A few Lesser Scaup were seen 
across the region. One Surf Scoter and two Black Scoters were found in Mason 
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County on November 7 0N A). Buffleheads and Hooded Mergansers had returned to 
several areas by mid-November. The only report for Common Mergansers came 
from Barbour County (KB). 

Vultures through shorebirds-Black Vultures were found in their usual haunts. 
One was seen in Wayne County in late September (11). Turkey Vulture5. were in good 
numbers and had moved from most of the northern part of the region by mid­
November. Osprey sightings away from the hawk watch stations included: Wood 
(MBC), Summers (IL), Mercer (JP), and Kanawha (HG) counties. Twenty seven were 
seen at Hanging Rocks, Monroe County (GHu), and 12 were seen at East River 
Mountain, Mercer County (AM). Bald Eagles were seen along the Ohio (MBC), 
Potomac (BB), New (RA), and Bluestone (JP) rivers. Hanging Rocks had six Bald 
Eagles (GHu) during the season, and only one was seen at East River Mountain (AM). 
Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawk numbers were down, and few were reported 
away from the hawk watch stations. Broad-winged Hawk numbers were down. 
Hanging Rocks reported a little over 1,800 and East River Mountain a little over 1,500. 
The peak ofthe flights seemed to be mid-September. A few hours hawk watching were 
spent on Pipestem Knob, Summers County (DC), during the fall. While only a couple 
hundred birds were observed, the peak at this location coincided with the established 
hawk watching sites. It would be interesting to gather data from West Virginia sites 
away from the Ridge and Valley Region. The only report of Rough-legged Hawks was 
one in Barbour County (KB). Nine Golden Eagles were counted at Hanging Rocks 
(GHu) and one at East River Mountain (AM). American Kestrels seemed to be in 
good numbers. Single Merlins were seen in Wood (MBC) and Cabell (11) counties 
and two at Hanging Rocks (GHu). The only Peregrine Falcons seen were in Wood 
County (MBC). At least three individuals were identified-a male and female 
unmarked and a marked bird that was found dead. The bird had been hacked in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, in August. 

Little mention was made of Ruffed Grouse, while Wild Turkeys continue to do 
well. Northern Bobwhites were noted in Kanawha County (HG). Black-bellied 
Plovers were seen in Mason and Kanawha counties (W A). The Kanawha County birds 
were last seen November 4. Semipalmated Plovers were last seen September 12 
(MBC). Greater Yellowlegs were last seen October 27 (MBC). The last dates for 
Solitary and Spotted Sandpipers were September 12 and October 3, respectively 
(MBC). A Sanderling was present at Kyger Creek, Ohio, from September 5 to October 
10 and was photographed by Wendell Argabrite. It was seen flying over the Ohio River 
on October 9, which gave it West Virginia sighting status. Also, two Sanderlings were 
seen in Kanawha County on September 27 (HG). Wendell Argabrite found greater than 
usual numbers of Dunlin during October, and they were present until the first week 
of November. There were scattered reports of Common Snipes and American 
Woodcocks. Bonaparte's Gulls were seen in Cabell (11) and Kanawha (WA) 
counties during the first half of November. Large numbers of Ring-billed Gulls and 
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Sanderling at Kyger Creek, Gallia County, Ohio. Photograph by Wendell 
Argabrite. 

a few Herring Gulls were present along the larger streams in early November. Five 
Caspian Terns were seen in Mason County on September 4 and four Forster's Terns 
on November 7 (W A). 

Owls through warblers-There were a couple of reports of Eastern Screech­
and Barred owls and more than the usual number of Great Horned Owls. A Northern 
Saw-whet Owl was banded October 2 at Allegheny Front Migration Observatory 
(AFMO), Grant County (GH). The last date for Common Nighthawks was November 
7 (MBC), and Chimney Swifts were gone by mid-October. Ruby-throated Hum­
mingbirds were last seen October 12 (JB). Red-headed Woodpeckers were found in 
Mason (W A) and Wood (MBC) counties. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers appeared in 
most areas by the first week of October. The other woodpeckers seemed in good 
numbers. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was observed on East River Mountain, Mercer 
County, in September (JP). The last date for Eastern Wood-Pewee was October 13 
(MBC). Eastern Phoebes were gone from the northern section of the region by mid­
October but remained in southern West Virginia throughout the season. 

Approximately 500 Purple Martins were seen in Wood County (MBC) on 
September 4. Ralph Bell reported his first Common Raven in Clarksville, Pennsyl­
vania, in three years. Blue Jays were scarce on East River Mountain during the 
migration (AM) but were very common at Pipestem State Park, Summers County, 
where there was an abundance of acorns (JP). Brown Creepers appeared in most areas 
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by the end of September. The last date for House Wren was October 13 (MBC). 
Winter Wrens were reported for Kanawha County (HG). A Marsh Wren was found 
in Mason County in early October (W A). Both kinglets appeared on time and in pretty 
good numbers. The last date for Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was September 17 (MBC). 
Wood Thrushes were gone by the second week of October. There was little mention 
of the other thrushes. A good variety of vireos and warblers were reported. There 
seemed to be good flights during the second and fourth weeks of September and the 
end of the first week of October. The most numerous species banded at AFMO, Grant 
County, were Black-throated Blue Warblers and Blackpoll Warblers (GH). Many 
species were below average in numbers according to the banding records. Late dates 
included Solitary Vireos and Pine Warblers in Monroe County on October 23 (JW), 
and a Common Yellowthroat in Mercer County (JP) in mid-November. 

Tanagers through finches-Both tanagers were gone by the second week of 
October. A good flight of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks was observed on East River 
Mountain in late September (JP). The last date for Indigo Bunting was October 20 
(MBC). Chipping and Field sparrows were gone by the end of October. A Denslow's 
Sparrow was seen in Mason County in late September (W A), and Lincoln's 
Sparrows were present in early October in Mason, Cabell (W A), and Wood (MBC) 
counties. Most observers located large numbers of White-throated Sparrows in 
October. Judy Ward counted more than 150 at Moncove Lake, Monroe County, on 
October 23. Dark-eyed Juncos had returned to most areas by early October. Snow 
Buntings were seen in Brooke County on October 24 (JC). Rusty Blackbirds were 
seen in several areas in mid-October. Large numbers of Common Grackles were seen 
in the region. Ralph Bell reported more than 4,000 in Greene County, Pennsylvania. 
Most places had Purple Finches during October and November. Pine Siskins were 
few and far between, and no one in the region found Evening Grosbeaks. 

Contributors-Richard Altare (RA), Wendell Argabrite (WA), Ralph Bell (RB), 
Jim Brown (JB),BobBurrell (BB), Kyle Bush (KB), Jim Casto (JC), Don Crews (DC), 
Hullet Good (HG), George Hall (GH), George Hurley (GHu), Tom 19ou (TI), Ira Lilly 
(IL), Ann McRae (AM), Mountwood Bird Club (MBC), June Norris (IN), and Judy 
Ward (JW). 
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