




























Reptiles and Amphi bians of the 1992 Foray 

Lynn Barnhart 

CLASS AMPHIBIA 
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Order Caudata--Salamanders 
Red-spotted ewt, Eft (Notophthalmus vir idescens viridescens)--One 

newt was found in the Glade Creek area. Efts were found in Glade 
Creek, on Osbra Eye's farm, on the White Oak study plot, and at 
Shiloh. 

orthern Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus juscus fuscus)--Found at 
the White Oak Study plot, Mill Creek/ River Branch, and near Coal 
City. 

Mountain Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus ochrophaeus)--Found at 
Mill Creek/ River Branch and Rock Creek. 

Appalachian Seal Salamander (Desmognathus monticola monticola)-­
Found on Rock Creek. 

Redback Salamander (Plethodon cinereus)--Found at camp, golf course 
study plot, Little Beaver State Park, 0 bra Eye's farm, County Road 
40, White Oak Study Plot, Grandview State Park, and Rock Creek. 

Slimy Salamander (Plethodonglutinosus glutinosus)--Found off Abraham 
Road, Golf Course Study Plot, Grandview State Park, Osbra Eye's 
farm, off County Road 40, and at Shiloh. 

Spring Salamander (Gyrinophilus sp.}-One was found on Rock Creek. 
Green Salamander (Aeneides aeneus)--Several were found at Grandview 

State Park. 
orthern Two-lined Salamander (Eurycea bislineata bislineata)--Found 

in Madam Creek. 
Longtail Salamander (Eurycea longicauda longicauda)--Found at old 

coal mine at MetalLOn, off County Road 40, and at Shil oh. 
Spotted Salamander (Ambystoma lnaculatum}-One was found under a 

rock near Shiloh. 
Order Salienta--Toad and Frog 

Eastern American Toad-(B ufo americanus americanus)--Found around 
camp, Mill Creek/River Branch, the road to Grandview State Park, 
off County Road 40, and Sandstone Fall s. 

Fowler's Toad (Bufo woodhouseiifowleri}-Many were heard in a pond 
on the road to Grandview State Park. 

orthern Spring Peeper (Hyla crucifer crucifer)--Atcamp, off Abraham 
Road, the road to Grandview State Park, White Oak study plot, and 
Little Beaver State Park. 

Grey Treefrog (Hyla versicolor complex)--At camp, Little Beaver State 
Park, road to Grandview State Park, Grandview State Park, Rock 
Creek, White Oak study plot, and golf course study plot. 
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Bullfr og (Rana catesbeiana)-Little Beaver State Park and off Old Crow 
Road. 

Green Frog (Rana clamit ans melanota)-Li ttle Beaver State Park and the 
road to Grandview State Park. 

Wood Frog (Rana sylvatica)-Pinch Creek and Shil oh. 
Pickerel Frog (Rana palustris)-Little Beaver State Park; Mountview 

Road, and Glade Creek. 

CLASS REPTILIA 
Order Testudine Turtles 

Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpent ina serpentina)--On Rt. 3 
and Mountview Road, Sand LOne Falls, Glade Creek, and one 
D.O.R. on Pluto Road. 

Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina)--Atcamp, on Bennett 
Mountain Road, old coal mine at MetalLOn, and Bolt Mountain. 

Order Squamata--Lizard and Snakes 
orthern Fence Lizard (Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus)--Mill Creek/ 

River Branch, old coal mine at Metalton, Rock Creek, Osbra Eye's 
farm, County Road 40, and Bragg-Pluto Road. 

Five-lined Skink (Eumecesfasciatus)--Sandstone Falls, Grandview State 
Park, and Shiloh. 

Broadhead Skink (Eumeces laticeps}-Old coal mine at Metalton and 
Grand iew State Park. 

orthern Water Snake (Nerodia sipedon sipedon)--Little Beaver State 
Park, Mill Creek! River Branch, and Glade Creek. 

Queen Snake (Regina septemvillata)--Sand LOne Falls. 
Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnoplzis sirtalis sirtalis)--Glade Creek, Little 

Beaver State Park, Sandstone Falls, and Shiloh. 
orthern Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus �e�d�w�a�r�d�s�i�l �~� ew River 

Gorge Road near Royal, Mill Creek/ River Branch, Pinch Creek, 
County Road 40, Grandview State Park, and Shiloh. 

orthern Black Racer (Coluber constrictor constrictor)--Old coal mine 
at Metalton, and Sand tone Falls. 

Green Snake (Opheodrys sp.)--One D.O.R. on Rt. 3 near the Summers 
County/ Raleigh County line. 

Black Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta)--Pluto Road, golf course 
study plot, ew River Gorge Road near Royal, Bennett Mountain 
Road, one D.O.R. near Harperon Rt. 3, one D.O.R. near Shiloh, and 
Sandstone Falls. 

Eastern Milk Snake (Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum)--One D.O.R. 
near Hinton on Madam Creek Road. 

orthcrn Copperhead (Agkistrodon conturtrix mokasen)--One found 
D.O.R. ncar ew River Gorge Road. 

Timber Rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus)--One seen up Rock Creek. 
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Contributors: C. David Bell , Chris Broyles, A.R. Buckelew Jr. , Virginia 
Cronenberger, ancy Eddy, Greg Eddy, Matthew Fox, John Fox, Thomas Fox, Becky 
Groux, Seth Hill, Patrick Hurley, Marjorie Keatley, Steven Mace, Karen McClure, 
Loretta Mullens, Miki Rakay, Robert Richardson, Marta Steenstra, Fritz Temple , 
Patricia Temple, Maxine Thacker, Jane Whitaker, and Leon Wilson. Special thanks 
to Randy Daniels and Dollie Stover for taking us out and to the late Osbra Eye for 
permission to wander about his land. 
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124 Muskingum Drive 
Marietta, OH 45750 
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The 1992 Foray Mammal Survey 

John B. Fox and C. David Bell 

Fifteen species were compiled by camp participants at the 1992 Foray. All species 
were observed by sight or were road kills . 0 special effort was made to collect 
specimens. 

Didelphis virg iniana 
Myotis lucifugus 
Syl vilagus floridanus 
Tamias striatus 
Marmota monax 
Sciurus carolinensis 
Sciurus niger 
Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 
Glaucomys volans 
Castor canadensis 
Peromyscus leucopus 
Neotoma floridana 
\/ulpes vulpes 
Mephitis mephitis 
Odocoileus virginianus 

Virginia Opossum 
Little Brown Bat 
Eastern Cottontail 
Eastern Chipmunk 
Woodchuck 
Eastern Gray Squirrel 
Fox Squirrel 
Red Squirrel 
Southern Flying Squirrel 
Beaver 
White-footed Mouse 
Eastern Woodrat 
Red Fox 
Striped Skunk 
White-tailed Deer 

Special thanks to the following people for helping to find the mammal: Kenneth 
Ander on, Lynn Barnhart, Chri Broyles, A.R. Buckelew Jr. , Matthew Fox, Thomas 
Fox, Becky Groux, Seth Hill, Eugene Hutton, Reba Hulton, Steven Mace, Karen 
McClure and anyone else left out. 
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Rt. 1, Box 420 
Millstone, WV 25261 
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Noteworthy Plants of the 1992 Foray 

Eugene E. Hutton, Jr. , and Reba Hutton 

The following plants arranged in phylogenetic order were considered noteworthy 
by one or more members of the Foray group. Linnie Coon served as the museum 
curator, and her exemplary efforts in chccking identification and labeling of the plants 
is recognized. 
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POL YPODIACEAE 
Dryopteris goldiana 

LILIACEAE 
Chamaelirium luzeum 
ClinlOnia umbellatum 
Convallaria montana 

ORCHlDACEAE 
Cypripedium acaule 
Habaneria orbiculata 
Aplectrum hyemale 

SANTALACEAE 
Pyrularia pubera 

CARYOPHYLLACEAE 
Lychnis alba 

RANUNCULACEAE 
Ranunculus bulbosus 
Clematis viorna 

RUTACEAE 
Ptelea trifoliata 

STAPHYLEACEAE 
Staphylea trifolia 

THYMELAEACEAE 
Dirca palustris 

ARALIACEAE 
Aralia nudicaulis 
Panax quinque/olius 
Panax trifolius 

DIAPENSIACEAE 
Galax aphylla 

STYRACACEAE 
Halesia carolina 

OLEACEAE 
Chionanthus virginica 

FER FAMILY 
Gold ie' s Shield Fern 

LILY FAMILY 
Devil's Bit 
White ClinLOnia 
American Lily-of-the-Valley 

ORCHID FAMILY 
Moccasin Flower 
Large Round-leaved Orchid 
Putty root 

SANDALWOOD FAMILY 
Buffalonut 

PI K FAMILY 
White Campion 

CROWFOOT FAMILY 
Bulbous Buttercup 
LeatherOower 

RUE FAMILY 
Wafer-ash 

BLADDERNUT FAMILY 
Bladder ' ut 

MEZEREUM FAMILY 
Leatherwood 

GI SENG FAMILY 
Wild Sarsaparilla 
Ginseng 
Dwarf Ginseng 

DIAPENSIA FAMILY 
Galax 

STORAX F AMIL Y 
Silverbell 

OLIVE FAMILY 
Fringetree 
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Pink moccasin flower on the Oak-Maple-Pine census plot. 
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ASCLEPIADACEAE 
Asclepias exaltata 

HYDROPHYLLACEAE 
Hydrophyllum virginianum 
Phacelia dubia 

LABIATAE 
Scutellaria inc ana 
Leonurus cardiaca 

SCROPHULARIACEAE 
Veronica chamaedrys 
Veronica peregrina 

PLA T AGI ACEAE 
Plantago aristata 

COMPOSITAE 
Anthemis arvensis 
Senecio smallii 
/!ypochoeris radicata 

MILKWEED FAMILY 
Poke Milkweed 

W A TERLEAF F AMIL Y 
Virginia waterleaf 
Small-Dowered Phacelia 

MI FAMILY 
Downy Skullcap 
Motherwort 

FIGWORT FAMILY 
Bird ' s-eye 
Purslane Speedwell 

PLANT AI FAMILY 
Bracted Plantain 

COMPOSITE FAMILY 
Field Chamomile 
Small ' s Ragwort 
Cat 's-ear 

For a complete list of flora in this area see The Redstart, 48(1), January, 1976. 

P.o. Box 1305 
Elkins, WV 16241 
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1992 Foray Participants 

Kenneth Anderson, Lynn Barnhart, C. David Bell, Ralph Bell, M. Ashton Berdine, 
Deborah Boatright, Chris Broyles, A. R. Buckelew Jr. , Dana Buckelew, Elizabeth 
Bullard , James Bullard, Eleanor Bush , Kyle Bush, Robert Chamberlain , Sarah 
Chamberlain, E. R. Chandler, Elizabeth Chandler, Carolyn Conrad, Dorothy Conrad , 
Helen Conrad, Clifford Coon, Linnie Coon, Linda Cooper, Virginia Cronenberger, 
Diana Dorschner, Greg Eddy, ancy Eddy, Cindy Ellis , Andrew Emrick, Janice 
Emrick, Scott Emrick, Osbra Eye, Dawn Fox, John Fox, Matthew Fox , Thomas Fox, 
Jocelyn Godwin, Emily Grafton, JoAnn Graham , Mary Groome, Becky Groux*, 
Virginia Harrison, Seth Hill*, Harriell Hooker, Mel Hooker, Anne Hurley , George 
Hurley, Patrick Hurley*, Thomas Hurley, Eugene Hutton, Reba Hutton, Virginia 
Johnson, Marjorie Keatley, Judy Knorr , evada Laitsch, Jackie LaPlante, Steven 
Mace, Martha Manuel, Oran Matthey, Polly Mallhey, Karen McClure*, Carrie 
Mullens, Loretta Mullens, Will iam Murray, orma Murray, James Phillips, Judy 
Phillips, Charlie Pierce, Ivarean Pierce, Ann Pyle, Miki Rakay, Robert Richardson, 
Wilma Richardson, Mary M. Rieffenberger, Robert Rine, Carl Slater, William Smith, 
Marta Steenstra*, Maya Stough, Fritz Temple, Patricia Temple, Maxine Thacker, 
Judy Ward, Betty Weimer, John Weimer, Jane Whitaker, Caroline Wilson, Leon 
Wilson. 

*Scholarship 
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Field Notes 
Summer Season 
June-August, 1992 

James D. Phillips, Editor 

Observers reported the summer of 1992 as a bit cooler with more rain than we have 
had for a few years . Some of the high elevation or more northern species were found 
outside of their usual locations. The reports of Bald Eagles continue to increase. A 
report on the Raleigh County Foray will appear elsewhere in this issue of The Redstart. 

Loons through raptors-George Breiding reported that Bill Wylie had a 
summering Common Loon on Alpine Lake, Preston County . Unusual were two adult 
and one immature Double-crested Cormorants on the Ohio River, Pleasants County, 
on June 21 (MBC). This species was also found at Sand Creek Marsh, Wood County 
on June 26 and again in late August. Great Blue Herons were seen in Kanawha, 
Jackson (HG) and Raleigh (BBC) counties. Great Egrets appeared in Wood County 
by mid-July and were still present at the end of the period, and a Cattle Egret, new 
for the Wood County list, was seen there on June 5 (MBC). Green-backed Herons 
were found over most of the region. The only report for Black-crowned Night-Heron 
came from Sand Creek Marsh (MBC) during July and August. Both adult and 
immature birds were seen. 

Canada Geese, Wood Ducks, and Mallards conlinue to be the nesting waterfowl 
most often encountered in the region. Unusual was a Hooded Merganser in Wood 
County on August 19 (MBC) and a pair of Ring-necked Ducks on the ew River, 
Summers County (BBC) . Black Vultures were found in Monroe (JB), Summers (JP), 
and Raleigh (BBC) counties. Turkey Vultures were located in lheir usual haunts. We 
do not hear much about the Osprey release program at Tygart Lake, Taylor County , 
or Blennerhassett Island, Wood County. The only report for this species during the 
period was seven birds seen along the Ohio River, Pleasants County, on August 26 
(MBC). According to Skip Johnson's column in the Charleston Gazette, the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Resources ongame Program confirmed four Bald Eagle 
nests in the state-two in Hardy County and two in Hamp hire County . Each nest 
produced two eaglets this year. Thomas Fox made a canoe trip through the Trough on 
the South Branch of the Potomac River in July and saw four adults and threeOedglings. 
Away from the eastern panhandle, Bald Eagles were seen on the Greenbrier River, 
Pocahontas County (SJ,SD), and on the ew River, Summers County (RA),during the 
summer. There were few reports of Sharp-shinned Hawks and Red-shouldered 
Hawks. Most observers considered Broad-winged Hawks more common this season, 
and several folks found fewer Red-tailed Hawks. There were mixed feelings about 
American Kestrel numbers. 

Gamebirds through goatsuckers--A Ring-necked Pheasant was reported near 
West Liberty, Ohio County (PM) . There was little mention of Ruffed Grouse, and 
several observers reported fewer Wild Turkeys in the region. A Common Moorhen 
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was found in Raleigh County during Foray (BBC). Hullet Good found a Spotted 
Sandpiper in Kanawha County in early June and an early Solitary Sandpiper in 
Braxton County on June 28. The Mountwood Bird Cl ub noted migrating shorebirds 
by the second week of August. They found Greater Yellowlegs, Semipalmated 
Plovers , Solitary Sandpipers , Western Sandpipers, and Pectoral Sandpipers in 
Wood County at that time. 

Ring-billed Gulls were reported in Raleigh (BBC) and Kanawha (HG) counties 
in June and Wood County (MBC) in July. As many as 10 Black Terns were seen on 
the Ohio River, Wood County on July 15 and 17 (MB C). Both cuckoos were found in 
Raleigh and Summers counties (B BC,JP). The only other cuckoo report was for Black­
billed Cuckoos in Wood County (MBC). Eastern Screech-Owls were found in 
Summers (JP), Raleigh (BBC), and Kanawha (HG) countie . Great Horned Owls 
were only reported from Raleigh County (BBC). Barred Owls were found in Raleigh 
(B BC), Summers, Mercer (JP), and Kanawha (HG) counties. Common Nighthawks 
were seen as summer birds in only Raleigh (B BC) and Mercer (JP) counties, and no 
one noted migrating groups at the end of the period. There were only four Whip-poor­
will reports-{)ne in Ohio County (PM), one in Kanawha County (HG), and two in 
Monroe County (JB). Chimney Swifts seemed LO be in good shape across the region. 

Hummingbirds through warblers--As usual, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
might be in numbers in some neighborhood and absent in others. It seems that folks 
who mix their sugar water solution wiLh a high concentration of sugar may be attracting 
the hummers away from their neighbors with weaker solutions. Is this harmful to 
hummingbird? Several people commented on seeing Belted KingfiShers . Jim 
Brown saw five at one time along a stream in Monroe County. Most of the 
woodpeckers eemed to be doing well with the exception of the Red-headed 
Woodpecker. Ra lph Bell had one on his Pennsylvania farm in June. The six birds that 
had been in Ritchie County (JW) in April could not be found during the summer. A 
lack of acorns may have conLributed to their absence. Eastern Wood-Pewees eemed 
to be fairly common. Unu ual were LwO unconfirmed reports for Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers outs ide their normal territory. One was in Peari burg, Virginia, and Lhe 
other in Wood County, We L Virginia, in June (M BC). Acad ian Flycatchers were 
mentioned as pre ent in several areas , but numbers were not comm nLed on . Willow 
Flycatchers were found on the Raleigh County Foray (BBC). The only Least 
Flycatchers noted were on the Foray (B BC). Great Crested Flycatchers and Eastern 
Kingbirds seemed in normal number. 

The only report for Horned Larks came from Raleigh CounLY (B BC). Bell 
reported 18 pairs of Purple Martins in hi' coun Ly in Pennsyl vania. The only one~ 
found in We t Virginia were a group of sev n individual in Kana wha County in July 
(HG). Good numbers of Tree Swallow broods were ob 'erved during the cason in 
Summ rs CounLY and the eaSLern end of Raleigh CounLY (A V). A colony of Bank 
Swallows was observed during June and July at Sand Creek Marsh (MBC). A good 
number of Cliff Swallows were in the colony ncar Bartow, Pocahonta County (A V) . 
This species was also found in Mercer County (JP). Most of the region had good 
numbers of Barn Swallows. Bell noted American Crows flocking by late July. 
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Common Ravens seemed to be more common than usual in Pendleton, Randolph, and 
Pocahontas counLies(GB). They were also listed for Summers, Mercer (JP), and 
Raleigh (BBC) counties during the season. 

Several Black-capped Chickadees were located in the Foray area in Raleigh 
County (BBC). Brown Creepers were also located during the Foray . IL is interesting 
to note that George Breiding was concerned about low numbers of Winter Wrens in 
Randolph and Pocahontas counties (their usual haunts), while some folks were 
surprised to find them in Raleigh (BB C) and Summers (A V) counties. Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers seemed to do well. There were mixed reports about the numbers of 
Wood Thrushes, while Eastern Bluebirds and American Robins seemed to do well. 
Virginia Bly Hoover found a flock of more than 100 American Robins in her area in 
early August. The only report for Loggerhead Shrike came from near Peterstown, 
Monroe County (JB). 

Most of the vireos were found in Lheir normal habitats but the reports indicated 
that mountain populations had greater numbers. Some of the wood warblers were 
common, while others were hard to find. Again, there seemed to be a southward 
movement for some species . Northern Parula, Yellow, and Yellow-throated 
Warblers seemed to be doing very well during the season. Black-throated Blue 
Warblers were found on Foray in Ra leigh Coun LY (B BC) and Camp Creek State Park, 
Mercer County (JP). Yellow-rumped Warblers were found at Gaud ineer Knob (A V) 
in June and were seen feeding young on Spruce Knob on June 24 (DA). Blackburnian 
Warblers had moved into several location in Raleigh County since the 1975 Foray 
(BBC). A singing male Blackpoll Warbler was heard near Gandy Creek, Randolph 
County during the ShOL Cherry Sortie (TF). Cerulean Warblers were rather scarce. 
American Redstarts seemed rather common. Prothonotary Warblers were found 
on Blennerhassett Island, Wood County (MBC), but could nOL be found in Lheir usual 
locations near Boaz, Wood County (GB), and Crumps Bottom , Summers County (JP). 
Swainson's Warblers were found in ichola and Fayette (GB ) counties and 
Kanawha (A V) County. Something of a surprise were the Northern Waterthrush and 
Canada Warblers located in Raleigh County during Foray (BBC). 

Tanagers through finches--An orange variant of the Scarlet Tanager was 
present ncar Princeton, Mercer County (JM). Hullet Good reports that he has seen one 
in his area about every oLher year for the last 20 years. This year he saw one that was 
olive-green with black wings and an orange head. Several observers reported Rose­
breasted Grosbeaks during the season. Blue Grosbeaks were found in PULnam (A V) 
and Wirt (MBC) counLies in West Virginia and along ew River near Pearisburg, 
Virginia (JB). Bobolinks were located in several locations in Raleigh County (BBC). 
Both orioles seemed to be in normal numbers. House Finches continue to grow in 
numbers. George Breiding saw Len Red Crossbills at Silver Creek Resort, Pocahontas 
County, including adulL and sub-adults. They were feeding on bird eed that had been 
thrown during a wedding. Pine Siskins were present in Wood County during most of 
Lhe month of June (MBC). 

Contributors--Allegheny Vistas (A V) , Richard Altare (RA), Don Altemus 
(DA), Ralph Bell (RB), George Breiding (GB ), Brooks Bird Club Foray (BBC), Jim 
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Brown (JB), Scott Durham (SD), Thomas Fox (TF), Hullet Good (HG), Virginia Bly 
Hoover (VH), Skip Johnson (SJ), Paul McKay (PM), Jim Meyer (JM), Mountwood 
Bird Club (MBC), Jane Whitaker (JW), and Bill Wylie (BW). 

900 Reynolds Ave. 
Princeton, WV 24740 
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Banding News 
The American Robin 

Ralph K. Bell 

Few birds are noticed or more welcomed than the American Robin---especially 
in the spring when they are often considered a "harbinger of spring ." At one time or 
another, most birders are probably asked where robins spend the winter. Therefore, 
I have checked through my recovery reports and found 29 reported recoveries that 
were more than 50 miles from the place of banding in the southwest comer of 
Pennsylvania and all were banded between March 31 and October 16. 

The following map shows the location of these recoveries. The 27 recoveries that 
were south and southwest of the place of banding were all wintertime migrants. The 
other two recoveries were evidently robins that were not reared locally but were 
banded when they stopped enroute to their ancestral home northeast of the banding 
location. 

Map showing recovery points of American Robins banded in Greene County, 
Pennsylvania. 
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Table 1 lists all the 29 reponed recoveries, giving the date and age when banded, 
the date and place of recovery, and "how obtained" when recovered. 

Table 1 

Banding Date Age Recovery Date Pla~ of Recovery How Obtained 

May 7,1954 L Jan. 29, 1955 Cleveland, WV Found dead 
May 14, 1954 L March 9, 1955 Malone, FL Shot 
Aug. 10, 1955 HY Feb. 22, 1958 Waycross, GA Shot 
Sept. 24, 1955 HY Dec. 31,1958 Baxley, GA Shot 
Oct. 16, 1955 U Feb. 23, 1957 Marion, SC Shot 
April 17, 1956 AHY May 4,1957 St. Johnsville, Y Found dead 
June 16, 1956 L March 4, 1957 Mayo, FL Killed 
July 12, 1956 HY March 23, 1957 Inman, SC Found hurt 
Aug. 9 ,1 956 HY Feb. 15, 1957 Dillon SC Found injured 
July 5,1957 L Feb. 8, 1958 Perry,FL Killed 
July 5,1957 HY Feb. 9,1958 Robertsdale, AL Found dead 
June 21, 1958 L Dec. ?, 1959 'ear Fulten, MS Shot 
Aug. 23,1959 HY Jan. ?, 1961 Convent, LA Found injured 
Aug. 26,1959 AHY March ?, 1960 ML Pleasant, SC Caught, removed band 
March 3 I, 1961 AHY June 22, 1963 Lynbrook, Y Found dead on road 
April 3, 1962 AHY Feb. 4, 1964 Darlingten, SC Found injured 
July 20, 1962 L Jan. 25, 1963 Strong, AR Shot 
Aug. 9, 1962 HY Jan. 14, 1966 Near La Grange , Ga Gnknown 
Sept. I, 1964 HY ov. ?,1966 Jackson, MS Found injured 
Sept. 7, 1964 HY Feb. 24,1967 lear Butler, GA Found injured 
April 11, 1965 AHY March 15, 1969 Homestead, FL Caught in net by bander 
July 19, 1965 L Feb. 8,1969 'ear Perry, FL Caught in trap, dead 
Oct. 2,1965 U Feb. 12, 1967 Tuscaloosa, AL Found dead 
April 8, 1966 AHY March ?, 1968 'ear Marianna, FL Caught, released al ive 
Oct. 24,1967 U Feb.?,1 968 Dawson, GA Caught, released alive 
July21,1968 HY March?, 1969 Kiowa, OK Caught by cat 
July 12, 1969 AHY Jan. 20, 1970 ear Leonville, LA Caught, injured 
April 9, 1970 AHY Feb. ?, 1971 'ear Dublin, GA Caught, due te injury 
April 17, 1976 AHY Feb. 2, 1977 Bastrop, TX Caught by cat 

AHY adult (banded after hatch year) 
HY hatch year (still had breast spots when banded) 
L local (banded in nest or still teo young to fly far) 
U age unknown at time of banding 

While 4,998 robins were banded here since 1954, 3,351 (67%) were banded the 
first 13 years I banded, when I especially wanted to learn all I could about robins. 
Usually, the more one bands of a species, the more recoveries one obtains, and so 25 
(86%) of the 29 recoveries discussed in this report were banded during that 13-year 
period. 

The peak banding year was 1955 when 534 robins were banded. That was before 
nets were used here to capture birds for banding. That year 395 were caught in water­
drip traps. Dripping water is a great attraction for birds, and four of those type traps 
were used at that time. 
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Learning where some of our robins migrated to was especially interesting, but I 
also found out that the average robin doesn't live very long. Seventeen (58.6%) of the 
recovered robins were of known age and they only lived approximately two years, nine 
months. In fact, nine (31 %) of the known-age robins lived less than one year. 

Theoldestknown ageof any of the robins banded here was an adult female banded 
on April 16, 1961, and last captured here on March 26, 1967, making it at least six 
years, nine months old. It may have lived much longer, but it was never caught again. 
The oldest robin record I could find in the literature (I3 years, 11 months) was of a 
robin banded at Oakland, California, on January 11, 1962, and found dead at Santa 
Rosa, California, on May 26, 1975. It was listed among the "Longevity Records of 
North American Birds" by M. Kathleen Klimkiewicz in the Journal of Field 
Ornithologists, 54(3):290. 

Additional comments: Mostof our robins do migrate south each fall, but some stay 
around all winter in this area. For 27 of the past 42 years, robins have been recorded 
here in January. For those that do migrate, many come back in February or early March 
and they are often noted flying northward in flocks . Just last year (1992), the first 
robins noted were in a flock of more than 60 flying due north at7:38 a.m. on February 
4. 

Robins seem to thrive in populated areas where there are spruce trees and 
shrubbery in large yards, which provide secluded nest sites, especially in early spring 
before leaves come on the trees. They like to nest on shelves or ledges inside open 
buildings. I even found a nest on the ground in 1953 under a big log. My notes say 
a crow robbed two nearby nests of this robin , so she picked this spot, but it wasn't 
successful on the ground either. 

After being quite visible around houses and yards during the summer months, 
robins often seem scarce in August and September when they mostly stay in the woods 
while going through their annual fall molt. Flocks are often seen for a few weeks in 
the late fall. 

Most of our robins leave our area during the last half of October and early 
ovember. Often flocks of 20 to 60 birds are noted flying high in a southern direction, 

mostly during the morning hours. They would probably not be noticed if they didn't 
give call notes as they pass high overhead. 

Some years large flocks do stay late in large numbers. On December 17, 1955 over 
2,300 robins were seen flying southwest at dusk. Hundreds were around for a couple 
of days, butthey evidently moved on as we could find only 129 on our Christmas Bird 
Count eight days later. And on ovember 1,1982, more than 3,000 robins were noted 
flying to a nearby roost. These also moved on as only seven were found on our 
Christmas Count that year. 

The six recoveries in Florida would indicate that many of our eastern robins may 
end up in that state. So I checked the last Christmas Count issue of American Birds 
and found that the Cocoa, Florida, Christmas Count on December 22, 1991, was the 
highest in the nation with 30,785 robins found within their 15-mile diameter count 
circle. Evidently winter robin concentrations shift around as the Burnet County, 
Texas, Christmas Count recorded an estimated one million on each of their 1983 and 
1985 counts but only 1,780 on their 1991 count. 
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Robins are no doubt increasing in this area. Our Jefferson, Pennsylvania Breeding 
Bird Survey route has been run since 1966, and the average for the 27 years is 58.7 
robins per year. For the first 10 years, the average was 52, and for the last 10 years it 
was 72.2 robins per year. More houses and more spruce trees in yards along this route 
help this species. The future of the American Robin looks excellent at the present time. 
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Notes 

Associate Editor Appointed 

Marjorie Keatley has been appointed associate editor of The Redstart. Marjorie, 
a BBC member, is an associate professor of office technology at Marshall University, 
Huntington, West Virginia. She is an experienced edilOr. Her duties will include 
providing editing assistance and final layout for The Redstart, which is now being 
prepared camera ready for publication. 

Index for Volume 59 

Due to changes in the method of preparation of The Redstart forprinting, the index 
for Volume 59 will appear in the April 1993 issue. 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

OR:\ITHOLOGICAL BOOKS FOR SALE 

Birds of Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood ..... ... .. .................. . .. . 
A Field Guide to Bird's ests by Hal H. Harrison Autographed . . ...... ... .. . 
Field Guide to Western Bird's ests by Hal H. Harrison . .. . ........... ... . 
Birds of orth America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer. 

Popular field guide, excellent color illus ., range maps, field marks . Autographed . 

S 2.00 
S14 .75 
SI 1.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Hardback SII .85 Softback S 9 .00 
West Virg inia Birds by George Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S20.00 
The High Alleghenies by 1. Lawrence Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S15.00 
Dozen Bird ing Hotspots by George Harrison . Autographed. ....... . ........ S10.95 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed (Softback). ... . . S10.35 
The Birds of Winter by Kit and George Harrison. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S18 .50 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by . Bayard Green 

and Thomas K. Pauley ......... . .. .. ............ . ....... .. .... . 

SPECIAL BBC PLBLICA TIO~S 

o. I, 1986 Birds of the Lower Ohio River Valley in West Virginia 
by Kiff, Igou, Slack, and Wilson .. .... . ........ ... ... . .... . .. . .. . . 

o . 2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in Wes t Virginia .. ..... ... . 

OTHER STORE ITE.MS 

Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car ................. . 
Bumper Tag - BBC .............. . ...................... . . ... ..... . 
BBC Shoulder Patch .............................................. . 
BBC License Plate 

Add S2.00 for postage per order. 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 

S12.00 

S1.00 
SI.OO 

SI .00 
S1.00 
S1.50 
S2.00 

Original papcrs in the field of natural history are publ ished in The Redslarl . Papers are judged 
on the basis of their contribution to orig inal data , ideas , or interpretations. Scientific accuracy 
is most important and to this end an advisory board, selected by the editorial staff, will review 
submitted papers . Papers should be typewritten, double spaced on one side of the paper only . 
Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLLB ME.MBERSHIIP 

The Brooks Bird Club is a nonprofit organ ilation whose objective is to encourage the study 
and conservation of birds and other phases o f natural history. Membership includes subscriptions 
to The Redslarl and Mail Bag and entitles one to all ~e privileges o ffered by the Club. Classes 
of membersh ip are Student, $5; Indiv idual, S 17; Family, 520; Sustaining , $30; Life, S300. Checks 
should be written payable to the Brooks Bird Club and mai led to 707 Warwood Avenue , 
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003. 


