























Count No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Eastern Bluebird — 6 49 52 65 3 74 40 17
Hermit Thrush — — 1 2 — — 10 3 —
American Robin 1 1 88 139 26 1 41 11 3
Gray Catbird s = — . — — == = s
Northern Mockingbird — 1 29 60 7 2 50 44 19
Brown Thrasher - s = — = - = —= 1
Cedar Waxwing — - 3 195 12 — —— 85 —
Northern Shrike s = — — — = = = -
Loggerhead Shrike — — —_— 1 — — — 2 -
European Starling - 54 1325 2269 701 4 877 3213 285
Yel-rmp. (Myrtle) Warbler — —_ 10 2 — 1 3 — —
Common Yellowthroat — = - s — — * —_ —_
Northern Cardinal 10 3 135 186 100 8 182 197 84
Rufous-sided Towhee = — 9 s 1 2 22 = =
American Tree Sparrow — 1 — 5 2 — —_ 1 —
Chipping Sparrow — — — — 4 — — — —
Field Sparrow — — 17 1 20 — 23 1 1
Vesper Sparrow == == = — — — - 1 ==
Fox Sparrow — — == - — S = - _—
Song Sparrow 2 2 131 29 30 4 132 2 32
Swamp Sparrow —_ 3 — 2 — — 2 2 —
White-throated Sparrow 2 — 76 58 14 7 83 62 9
White-crowned Sparrow — — — 57 — — — 8 —
Dark-eyed Junco 6 98 165 175 110 4 143 503 101
Snow Bunting — — — — — — — — —
Red-winged Blackbird 2 — 327 4 1 — 23 223 -
Eastern Meadowlark — —_ — 10 — — 1 23 —
Rusty Blackbird — —c ey — — — — 1 —
Common Grackle 2 —_ — e 50 — —_ — —
Brown-headed Cowbird — — = 40 — — — == —_
Purple Finch — 1 — 2 3 — — 4 —
House Finch 40 — 224 388 284 6 129 118 89
Pine Siskin — — 5 — 5 — — — —
American Goldfinch 10 3 97 67 100 30 65 58 36
Evening Grosbeak — — L — 25 — — — —
House Sparrow - 9 100 250 180 — 77 109 49

*Observed during count week, but not on count day.
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10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
89 112 17 16 3 72 7 29 59 43 19
4 —_— — 12 — —_ — 1 — 1 —
44 52 1 25 14 5 & 121 19 146 6
— — — — _ _ _ 1 — e —
42 101 8 3 1 12 — 1 16 2 5
3 10 35 30 31 —_ — 914 10 117 11
—_— — — —_— — — N sy S 1 N
— = 1 — _ _ _ _ — — —
606 1548 459 436 201 1166 1508 1154 707 617
78 12 2 16 1 — 2 — 41 12 3
492 819 45 113 29 274 171 82 307 161 132
15 12 — 19 1 5 — — 1 —_ —_
17 3 — — 4 12 22 341 47 110 1
— 3 = _ _ _ 2 _ _ — —
18 — 2 35 — 10 — — 2 7 —
* — — 1 - — —_ —_ — 1 —
375 273 19 87 26 129 66 13 49 53 43
20 19 — 19 — 1 — — 2 6 —
314 114 3 175 — 28 4 27 20 19 10
51 17 8 — —_ 21 1 1 2 —_ =
298 541 295 252 83 97 182 569 167 314 143
— — — — . = 40 = = — —_—
14 8 3 1 — — —_ 7 687 — —
13 — —— 23 — 34 —_ — 2 1 —
_ 3 — _ _ 3 _ _ 1 — —
10001 722 — — — 1 = 4 — — —
— — — — - — == 1 31 —_ =
* 3 . * _ . — 47 —_— 16 —
82 745 138 32 71 54 415 1326 329 368 381
% 51 71 — 30 — — — 13 28 —
103 133 46 65 13 9 29 148 43 41 86
— — — _ _ _ _ 9 — — —
65 387 176 41 156 82 299 185 498 140 260
THE REDSTART — OCTOBER, 1992 103



Fall Bird Kill at Pipestem State Park, West Virginia

James D. Phillips

On the morning of October 12, 1990, I was called to the main lodge of Pipestem
State Park, Summers County, West Virginia to observe a number of dead birds around
the building and parking area. The night of the 11th had been foggy with periods of
heavy rain. On the moming of the 12th, it was still quite foggy and there was a light
drizzle. I had read of bird kills on foggy nights, but this was my first experience with
such an occurrence.

Upon my arrival, I noticed a maintenance worker had already begun collecting
the carcasses. The worker who had made the discovery informed me that he had thrown
several bodies over the hill. He called me when he noticed a larger number of dead
birds around the building and parking area. I took over the duty of clean-up and soon
had collected 35 birds, mostly in the vicinity of the parking area. Dining room
employees, who had come in about 6 a.m., informed me that the birds were present
at that time. At another location on the park, two park guests informed me they had
noted birds flying around the tennis court lights at about 9 p.m. the evening before.
They had seen birds, both dead and dazed, at that time and location. As I found only
one thrush at the tennis courts, I assume scavengers (opossums, crows, etc.) reached
the other birds during the night and early morning. The tennis courts are about 1/8 mile
from the lodge. At the golf pro shop near the tennis courts, I found one more thrush.
At the Canyon Rim Center, about 1 1/2 miles from the lodge, I located eight birds. A
check of other structures and lighted parking areas on the park produced no other birds.

The Main Lodge (at an elevation of about 2,500 feet) and the Canyon Rim Center
(atanelevation of about 2,600 feet) both rest on the rim of the Bluestone River canyon.
The 18-hole golf pro shop and the tennis courts (at an elevation of about 2,500 feet)
are situated away from the rim of the canyon in a stand of trees that are either the same
height of the structures or slightly taller than the structures.

All but one of the birds near structures, a Black-billed Cuckoo, were clustered
around a light that had been on all night. The bulk of the birds were found in the parking
area on the southeast side of the Main Lodge. The parking area is divided into three
sections with 12 dusk to dawn lights. At least three other such lights are arranged along
the sidewalk closer to the building. There are no noticeable lights on top of the
building. Some work on the roof was being done at that time and the workers reported
no dead birds on top of the building. It appeared that the birds had circled the parking
area lights until they had collided with parked cars, ornamental trees, and perhaps even
the light posts themselves.
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The birds found were identified as the following:

N
[\S]

Swainson's Thrushes
Gray-cheeked Thrushes
Unidentified warblers
Chestnut-sided Warblers
Black-throated Green Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Gray Catbird

Scarlet Tanager

Black-billed Cuckoo

Indigo Bunting

Empidonax Flycatcher

e e Bl YR |

In checking the back issues of The Redstart, I discovered seven articles dealing
with fall bird kills (four of which occurred in West Virginia). The West Virginia kills
were recorded in Upshur, Preston, Tucker, and more recently, Pocahontas counties.
The Tucker County incident most resembles the 1990 incident in Summers County.
Another article related to thrush migration in West Virginia may also be of interest.
References are provided at the end of this report.

The incident at Pipestem State Park is very similar to other cases that have been
reported in the literature. A cold front moves through the area. The resultant fog and
precipitation cause difficulties. Artificial lighting contributes considerably to the
disaster. The period for these problems in West Virginia seems to be mid-September
to mid-October and thrushes and warblers account for the majority of casualties.

Additional note—Paul Osburn, the troubleshooter for the WVVA television
towers on East River Mountain above Bluefield, West Virginia, lives at about 3,500
feet elevation. During the migration, he can turn off his outside lights and the number
of birds killed is greatly reduced. His latest stunned visitor was an American Bittern.
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One of the Gray-cheeked Thrushes found dead at Pipestem Park on October 12, 1990.
Photo by the author.
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Visiting Great Gray Owl at Warren, Pennsylvania

Walter Fye

A Great Gray Owl was discovered January 28, 1992, on the grounds of the United
Refining Co. in Warren, Pennsylvania. Dan Zdarko, an employee at the refinery, took
a Polaroid photograph of the owl and showed it to Mike Toole, a fellow employee. He
identified the photo as a Great Gray. The same evening he showed the photo to Ted
Grisez and Marjorie and Chuck Neel. (Ted and Chuck are banders in the Warren area.)
In spite of the small size of the photograph, the yellow eyes and white “bow tie”
showed very clearly.

The following morning Ted searched the outside of the wet end of the refinery for
the owl without any success. The Oakland Cemetery is across the Allegheny River
from the refinery, and Ted found it there at about 10 a.m. When he returned after
making several phone calls it was gone. Marjorie Neel was also looking for it,and with
the help of some crows she found it along the railroad tracks that run along the river
and beside the Rt. 6 bypass. The owl was seen every day (except on January 30) until
February 13.

The owl couldn’t have been more obliging; he sat in the trees close to the railroad
tracks and never more than one half mile from ample parking at the end of Crescent
Park Road.

OnFebruary 9 BBC members Carl and Ruth Rowe, Annabelle and I, and Margaret
Buckwalter went to see it. When we arrived atabout 10a.m., the parking lot was almost
full. We counted 165 people while we were there. There were birders from Cleveland,
Ontario, Rochester, Long Island, Virginia, and State College (David Bell, Charlotte
Pryor, and others).

The following Sunday, Phil and JoAnn Graham came to see it. The owl was only
up the tracks about 500 feet and very close. It satand let people take pictures from only
afew feetaway. Some people offered it mice, which were readily accepted. As people
watched it picked up mice from under the snow. The last time it was seen was on March
27. Curiously, another Great Gray Owl spent much of the same period about 26 miles
north of Warren at Jamestown, New York.

My thanks to Ted Grisez for providing the information and keeping us informed
of the owl’s movements. Not very often are we lucky enough to add a life bird almost
in our own backyard.

RD 2
Knox, PA 16232
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Winter Raptor Surveys in the Kanawha Valley

J. Lawrence Smith

In January, 1984, I began conducting roadside surveys of wintering raptors along
40 miles of U.S. Route 35 in Putnam and Mason counties, West Virginia. A survey
instrument had been devised that noted the mileage at which all birds were seen from
the fixed starting point at the Kanawha-Putnam County line downriver from Saint
Albans. Along with a record of weather conditions and the time of starting and
stopping, notations were made on the activity of individual birds and the habitat at the
place of sighting. The stopping point was set at the Government Reservation that had
been the site of Lock Eleven a little more than a mile up the Kanawha River from
Henderson.

Most areas adjacent to the highway offer optimum conditions for finding anumber
of birds of prey. There is a diversity of habitat such as large acreages of open field
interspersed with bottomland woodlots and forest tracts. Atonly a few places for short
distances is the habitat largely restricted to wooded hillsides where the bottom along
the southside of the river is very narrow and the highway closely follows the foot of
the slope. The 21 counts made to date have yiclded 366 individuals of 10 raptorial
species. An additional 123 raptors have been counted when the route was extended on
occasions along Route 2 to Greenbottom or from Point Pleasant along Route 62 to the
Winfield bridge.

The list of species observed along with notes on their abundance and frequency
of occurrence follows:

Turkey Vulture—Three observed at Fraziers Bottom on February 21, 1990, were
assumed to be early transients that had returned northward with the unseasonably
warm weather late in the winter season. A number wintered in the vicinity of
Robertsburg at the Putnam-Mason County line on the north side of the river during the
season 1991-92. Nearly 100 perched in trees near the river late in the afternoon on
November 16, 1991, were assumed to be transients preparing to roost. Five were
observed at this same location on December 26, 1991, and later in the day 25 were
counted in the mixed pines and hardwoods atop the hill at Robertsburg. Several were
found on later dates during the season. It is speculated that their source of carrion might
be deer killed by automobiles on the highways.

Osprey—One was observed near the river at Couch on January 19, 1991, where
its presence may in part be accounted for by the warm weather during the season.

Bald Eagle—Eagles have occurred with greater frequency along the Kanawha
during recent winters. An adult was seen near Winfield on January 1, 1986, by Bruce
Greene and Keith Fletcher. They had the bird under observation for several minutes,
and there was no doubt as to its identity with its white head and tail unmistakable.
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Raptor Survey Route
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Northern Harrier—Northern Harrier's were present for at least two seasons in the
vicinity of Couch ina small marshy area surrounded by vast fields. Two were seen here
on January 27, 1984.1 watched one in a nearby field on January 14, 1985, where it was
flying low over cornstalks and at times hovering, no doubt in search of prey. Since that
time, it has lost the habitat it prefers with the marsh largely being destroyed through
land clearing. The only other observation in this area was one on March 1, 1986, but
itremains uncertain whether or not this bird had wintered in the area as it was not seen
on earlier surveys.

On December 8, 1991, two Northern Harriers were observed over fields near
Ambrosia across the river from Couch. Both flew across the river to an area near where
the species had been found previously. This seemed to be evidence that it had found
a suitable situation not far from where it had wintered a few years before. This was
perhaps the case when one was seen feeding on prey in a plowed field at Couch on
December 26, 1991, and earlier in the day one had been seen perched on a fence in
a weedy field at Southside.

Sharp-shinned Hawk—Observations have been made on three dates. One was
perched on top of a pole in a field at Fraziers Bottom on January 16, 1986. One was
seen in flight near Couch on December 26, 1988. On February 9, 1991, one was seen
near Southside where it flew into a hedgerow in an attempt to catch a small bird.

Cooper’s Hawk—Observed on four occasions with the same individual seen on
two dates. An immature bird spent some time at Pliny where it was first observed on
December 26, 1984. It was found at the edge of the mixed forest of hardwoods, pine,
and cedar at the top of a bluff. Its perch offered it a good vantage point from which
to spot birds in flight on which to prey. Almost three weeks later on January 14, 1985,
one, perhaps the same individual, was perched in nearly the same tree. Other records
are one at Fraziers Bottom on February 17, 1988, and another near Pliny on February
9, 1991.

Red-shouldered Hawk—Only three have been found along the survey route. Two
were seen on February 17, 1988, with observations made near Winfield and at Fraziers
Bottom. One was heard in woods near the river three miles downstream from the
Mason-Putnam County line on January 1, 1992. On February 9, 1991, three were seen
along Upper Five Mile Creck in the wooded hills back from the mainriver valley where
their presence came as something of a surprise. This was perhaps evidence that it
winters in the forests of mixed hardwoods and pine away from the river bottomland
more than was thought, or at least that was the case this season.

Red-tailed Hawk—The second most frequently observed species after the kestrel.
Anaverage of the number counted gives a figure of 4.83 per count. The largest number
recorded was 15 on January 1, 1992, which would give an individual frequency of one
every 2.66 miles. It seems to be permanent in the vicinity of the Mason-Putnam County
line where one has been seen on numerous occasions at all seasons.

Interesting was the close campanionship of two Red-tailed Hawks, perhaps a pair,
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An average of nearly five Red-tailed Hawks has been observed along the survey route
making it the second most frequently observed raptor after the American Kestrel.
Photo by Kenny Kemp.
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found near Couch where they were seen perched on the same limb and present for at
least a month. They were first observed November 24, 1984, and were still there on
December 26. A similar observation of two was made near Couch on January 1, 1992.

Rough-legged Hawk—In a paper published previously in The Redstart (July,
1991), I dealt in some detail with observations of this species during recent winters.
Most recently, a remarkable number were found during the season 1991-92. A dark
phase individual was found throughout the season in an area of weedy fields a few
miles downriver from the Mason-Putnam County line where it was first observed on
November 16, 1991.

On December 26, 1991, the dark phase bird and two of light phase were found
along the survey route, while later both a light and a dark bird were seen across the
river near Robertsburg. Seven were counted on January 1, 1992, with five light phase
and two dark. A light phase bird and a dark phase bird were observed circling together
near Couch on January 11, 1992, which provided a splendid opportunity to compare
the field marks of the two.

American Kestrel—The maximum number observed was 24 on January 11, 1992,
with an individual frequency of 1.66 miles. The previous high was 17 recorded on
January 27, 1984, and December 26, 1991, which would give an individual frequency
of 2.35 miles.

Warm weather seems to have prompted kestrels to leave the area during late
February, 1985. A survey was made February 19 to determine if heavy snow had
brought about a dispersal of kestrels due to possible difficulty in finding prey. Twelve
were counted, which was only three less than the previous count on January 14 when
there was no snow cover. However, only four were counted on February 28 following
several days of unseasonably warm weather.

Females have outnumbered males by nearly three to one of birdsidentified by sex.
However, this may be of little significance as the number of birds where sex has been
determined is only 33.8% of the number recorded.

Even though kestrels seem to be most active during the hours of late morning and
early afternoon, one was found near the starting point at the Kanawha-Putnam County
line at 8 a.m. on February 6, 1991, during a light rain. The only area where it appears
to be permanent is near the Mason-Putnam County line where onc has been observed
on occasions at all seasons.

I want to express my appreciation to Peggy Kiser-Crouch, Don and Marilyn
Morton, Jim Triplett, and Hugh Wilson for their assistance on various occasions along
the survey route. The obvious value of data from such counts will be determining long
term fluctuations in the numbers of various raptors. In the meantime, devoting special
attention to these magnificent birds has added excitement to winter birding when
activity among most species is at a low ebb.

Allegheny Vistas
Saint Albans, WV
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Field Notes
Spring Season
March-May, 1992

James D. Phillips, Editor

The weather seemed to have a great influence on the spring birding. A good bit
of precipitation proved suitable for waterfowl but few shorcbirds were noted on
swollen streams. A sizable snow in early April and cold temperatures may have
produced problems for early nesters. There were mixed reports on the warbler
migration, but most reporters considered the thrush migration to be a good one. The
Peregrine Falcon reintroduction seems to be doing well with birds being seen in
several places across the state. Unusual sightings during the season included Franklin’s
Gull (WA), Laughing Gull and Cattle Egret(TI), and Sharp-tailed(EH) and Clay-
colored(WA) Sparrows.

Loons through waterfowl—Most of the Common Loon sightings came from the
Kanawha(AV) and Ohio (JB/WA) rivers. It must have been quite a sight for Wendell
Argabrite to see more than 100 of these birds on the Ohio River, Mason Co., and more
than 50 on the Ohio River, Cabell Co., on April 4. Pied-billed Grebes were found over
the entire region during most of the period. George Breiding found a few Horned
Grebes in late March. Double-crested Cormorants were seen during the entire
period in Wood(MBC) and Summers(JP) counties. They continued to be seen later in
the season and in some numbers. Bill Grafton reported several near Bluestone Dam,
Summers Co., late in the season. Jim Brown also had them on the New River near the
West Virginia/Virginia line.

The only American Bitterns reported were in Cabell Co. in early May(WA).
Great Blue Herons were found in their usual haunts. Great Egrets were seen in Wood
County(MBC) in late March, Mason County(WA) in early May, and Monroe
County(JBr) at the end of the period. Tom Igou saw onec Cattle Egret in breeding
plumage in Proctorville, Ohio. Green-backed Herons had returned to most areas by
the end of April. A Black-crowned Night-Heron was present in Wood Co. most of
May(MBC).

A Tundra Swan was reported from Cabell(WA) and Wood(MBC) counties in
mid-March. Wood Ducks were present in most areas by the second week of March.
Green-winged Teal were moving through during March and early April. Blue-
winged Teal were back by late March(AV). Wendell Argabrite found good numbers
of Gadwall during the season and more Northern Shovelers than he has ever seen.
American Wigeon were being seen as early as March 1 (MBC). There were fewer
reports for Ring-necked Ducks and Lesser Scaup as they passed through in mid-
March. No mention was made of Common Goldeneyes, but Buffleheads were found
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in several areas in late March and early April. Hooded Mergansers were in Wood Co.
as late as May S(MBC). Red-breasted Mergansers passed through in good numbers
with some present in Wood Co. as late as May 20 (MBC).

Vultures through shorebirds—The only report of Black Vultures came from
near the West Virginia/Virginia line along the New River(JBr). Most areas noted
Turkey Vulture movements in early March. Wendell Argabrite considered Osprey
numbers to be down. Judging from other reports, this seemed to be true. Adult and
immature Bald Eagles were seen in Wood Co. during March(MBC) and National Park
rangers continue to report Bald Eagles on the New River at Hinton, Summers Co. The
first date for Broad-winged Hawks was April 18 in Kanawha Co. (HG). George
Breiding reports that he seldom finds this species where he once did. A Rough-legged
Hawk was present in Wood Co. (MBC) through mid-March and Mason Co. (AV)
through late March. Peregrine Falcons were seen in Wood(MBC), Summers, Fayette,
and Nicholas(DM) counties.

Wild Turkeys continue to expand their range in the state. Northern Bobwhites
were found in Cabell(TI), Wood(MBC) and Ritchie(JW) counties. Two Virginia
Rails in Cabell Co.(WA) and a King Rail(HG) in Kanawha Co. were the only rails
noted in West Virginia. A Common Moorhen was seen in Cabell County and two were
found in Mason Co. (WA).

Semipalmated Plovers were noted in Cabell, Mason(WA), and Wood(MBC)
counties. Killdeer seemed to be doing well over most of the region. Both yellowlegs
passed through in late April and early May with the Greater Yellowlegs reported more
often. Ruddy Turnstones were reported from Marshall and Ohio counties on May
3(JB). Solitary Sandpipers were widely reported during most of April. Spotted
Sandpipers were present in most areas by the second week of April. Semipalmated
and Western Sandpipers were found in Wood Co. in early to mid-May(MBC) and
Western and White-Rumped Sandpipers were in Mason and Cabell counties
respectively in late May(WA). Dunlin were widespread in the Ohio Valley during late
May. Common Snipe were seen in Tucker(TI), Kanawha(HG), Wood(MBC), and
Mercer(JP) counties. American Woodcock were noted by several observers.

Maybe we need to do more to educate the general public about West Virginia
birds. Twice a year when the gulls pass through, state newspapers run pictures of gulls
in shopping center parking areas. The caption nearly always relates to lost seagulls.
Good numbers and a good variety of gulls and terns were spotted in the state this
season. Tom Igou reported an adult Laughing Gull in breeding plumage in Hunting-
ton, Cabell Co., on April 21. Wendell Argabrite photographed a Franklin’s Gull at
the same location on March 31. Several other people saw this bird. There were March
sightings of Bonaparte’s Gulls in Wood(MBC) and Cabell(TT) counties. Ring-billed
Gulls were reported over most of the region in March, and a few could still be found
in early May. Herring Gulls seemed restricted to the Ohio Valley. Three Caspian
Terns were seen in Cabell Co. (WA) on May 3. Common Terns were located in
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Cabell(WA) and Wayne(TI) counties. Forster’s Terns were seen several times in
Cabell and Wayne counties (WA, TI).

Cuckoos through thrushes—The cuckoos had returned by the first of May, but
few observers commented on either species. There were only a few reports of Eastern
Screech-Owls and Great Horned Owls. No other owls were mentioned. Common
Nighthawks had returned by the first week of May. Whip-poor-wills were reported
for Wood(MBC) and Kanawha(HG) counties. Chimney Swifts had returned by the
second week of April and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds about a week before that.
Hullet Good was fortunate enough to observe Belted Kingfishers mating on a snow-
covered tree limb on April 4.

There is a colony of Red-headed Woodpeckers along Spring Run, Ritchie Co.
(JW). The last date for Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers was April 23(JP). Not much
mention was made of the other woodpeckers. Most of the flycatchers seemed to arrive
at their normal time. The Acadian Flycatchers were in pretty good numbers. The
arrival of the swallows was about on schedule and their numbers appeared normal with
Rough-winged Swallows maybe on the increase. The last date for Brown Creepers
was April 30(TI). Golden-crowned Kinglets were still around at the end of April, and
the last date for Ruby-crowned Kinglets was May 9, Wood Co.(MBC). Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers had returned by the second week of April. The thrushes seemed to be
on time and several observers thought the Swainson’s Thrushes to be up in numbers.

Vireos through finches—There appeared to be waves of vireos and warblers
coming through the last two weeks of April. Since most Century Day counts take place
the first week of May, some species were missed. White-eyed Vireos were back by
the third week of April, while Solitary Vireos seemed a bit late. Some areas did not
find them until the end of April. The Red-eyed Vireo was found by all observers. The
only Philadelphia Vireo came from Mason Co.(WA). The only report for Orange-
crowned Warblers came from Wayne County(WA). Unusual wasa Yellow Warbler
in Huntington, Cabell Co.(TI) on March 4. Yellow-throated Warblers seemed more
numerous in the southern part of the state with more of them being seen in residential
areas(JP). Wendell Argabrite considered Cerulean Warbler numbers to be up.
American Redstarts were very common along the New River, Summers Co.(JP).
Prothonotary Warblers were found in Wood(MBC) and Cabell(TI) counties but
were absent from other haunts. Ovenbirds, Worm-eating Warblers, and Louisiana
Waterthrushes returned earlier than usual.

Both tanagers had returned by the end of April and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
were passing through at this time. Indigo Buntings had returned to most areas by the
third week of April. Chipping Sparrows seemed up in numbers. A Clay-colored
Sparrow was observed by Argabrite and others in Mason Co. on May 2. Five Sharp-
tailed Sparrows were observed in Mason Co. on April 12 by Rebaand Eugene Hutton.
Fox Sparrows had left most feeders by the middle of April. Tom Igou found two
Lincoln’s Sparrows in Cabell Co. A few White-throated Sparrows were still around
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in mid-May. Dark-eyed Juncos were gone by May 1.

Bobolinks were seen in Cabell Co. in April and May(TI). The Red-winged
Blackbirds seemed to return a bit early. Most areas found Rusty Blackbirds in late
March. Purple Finches seemed to be fairly common. House Finches are abundant.
Common Redpolls spent a couple days in Wood Co.(MBC). The only report for Pine
Siskins came from Wood(MBC) and Kanawha(HG) counties. The only Evening
Grosbeaks in the region were in Wood Co. during most of the season(MBC).

Correction—In “Field Notes,” Spring, 1991, The Redstart 58(4):129 please
remove, “Swainson’s Warblers were noted in Wood Co.(MBC).”

Contributors—Wendell Argabrite(W A), Ralph Bell(RB), George Breiding(GB),
Jim Brown(JBr), Jay Buckelew(JB), Kyle Bush(KB), Hullet Good(HG), Bill
Grafton(BG), Eugene Hutton(EH), Tom Igou(TI), Donna Mitchell(DM), Mountwood
Bird Club(MBC), Norma Jean Rector(NR), Allegheny Vistas(AV), and Jane
Whitaker(JW).

900 Reynolds Ave.
Princeton, WV 24740
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Errata

In Ralph K. Bell's article, "The Cowbird Dilemma,” The Redstart, 59(2):54-60,
the headings on Table 1 should be as below:

First Capture Date Last Capture Date ~ Males Females

Year Males Females ~ Males Females Banded Removed

In "The 1991 Sortie Breeding Bird Survey,” The Redstart, 59(3):75-77, the last
part of the table, as shown below, is missing.

Number of Birds by Species
Four 1991 Surveys - Handley Sortie

Species No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No.4 Total Stops Present
Indigo Bunting 9 16 19 13 57 32
Rufous-sided Towhee 4 8 19 17
Chipping Sparrow 4 4 8 16 12
Field Sparrow 2 10 12
Savannah Sparrow 2 2 4 3
Grasshopper Sparrow 1 1 1
Song Sparrow - 3 14 21 18
Dark-eyed Junco 2 1 4 7 5
Bobolink 6 6
Red-winged Blackbird 2 16 21 39 19
Eastern Meadowlark 6 14 20 13
Common Grackle 7 10 17 6
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 6 3 10 7
Northern Oriole 1 1 1
American Goldfinch 2 3 5 4
House Sparrow 6 8 5
Line 4 of the table should be:
Red-tailed Hawk 2 2 1
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