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The 1991 Handley Public Hunting 
and Fishing Area Sortie: Area Survey 

Elizabeth Bullard 

The 1991 Brooks Bird Club Sortie was held from June 4 through 9 in and around 

the Handley Public Hunting and Fishing Area in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. The 

area chosen for study was bounded by the Highland Scenic Highway (W. V. Route 150) and 

from its eastern terminus at U.S. Route 219 south to Marlinton and then west to the juncture 

of Routes 150 and 39. The elevation in the area ranged from 2500 to 4600 feet above sea level. 

The western edge of the area was shifted to include the Cranberry Glades in the study, as 

had been done in the 1981 Sortie. 
One hundred-eleven species of birds were identifIed in the area, 11 more than in 

1981. The annotated list follows. Four 10 mile Breeding Bird Surveys were run, and two 

census plots were worked, one of 15 acres and an expanded one of75 acres. They were both 

on previously surveyed plots in 1981, although one has been greatly enlarged. 
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The 1991 Sortie Bird List 

Carl Slater 

The 1991 Sortie listed 111 species, which included practically no waterbirds. Other 

than the small lake at camp with its resident flock of Canada Geese, and a nice sized beaver 

pond about two miles down the Edray road, no standing water was in the area. Extremely 

low amounts of rainfall this spring made the Williams River and Cranberry Glades obvious 

indicators as to the nearly arid conditions seen throughout the entire region. 

Willow Flycatchers are among the last species to move north in spring into their 

nesting areas. This fact coupled with the early dates of this year's Sortie could explain our 

seeing two Willow Flycatchers out of their normal habitat on the Scenic Highway at 4,200 

feet in the top of spruce trees. 

The abundance of Mourning Warblers along the Scenic Highway was reminiscent 

of the same findings at the 1981 Sortie. 

The abundance terms used are described as follows: 

" Very Common - seen in large numbers every day in all appropriate 
habitats. 

" Common - seen in appropriate habitat every day without any special 

effort. 

" Uncommon - seen in appropriate habitat only with a lot of effort. 

" Rare - one or two only seen in the entire study region during the 

study period. 

Information was gathered from Breeding Bird Surveys, Singing Male Censuses, 

and all other field trips and studies conducted during the Sortie dates within the study area. 

Other individuals may have been seen besides the ones mentioned. 

" Great Blue Heron - Rare. One found at beaver pond. 
o Green-backed Heron - Uncommon. Three found. 
e Canada Goose Uncommon. Small resident flock at Handley Lake and one other 

location with two individuals. 
o Wood Duck - Rare. One female with young at beaver darn. 
e Black Vulture - Uncommon. One with flock of Turkey Vultures at sheep farm near 

Handley. A few other individuals. 
" Turkey Vulture - Common. 
o Sharp-shinned Hawk - Rare. Pair seen on Scenic Highway and one seen near 

Buckeye. 
" Cooper's Hawk - Rare. One seen near beaver pond. 
o Red-shouldered Hawk - Uncommon. One on Mullinsville to Scenic Highway ten 

mile run. One on Williams River Road to Scenic Highway ten mile run. 
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o Broad-winged Hawk - Uncommon. 
" Red-tailed Hawk - Uncommon. Two together on Mullinsville to Scenic Highway 

ten mile run. 
o American Kestrel - Rare. One seen in fields west of Woodrow. 
" Ruffed Grouse - Uncommon. A few scattered individuals with young. 
e Wild Turkey - Common. Many with young. 
e Killdeer - Uncommon. Two separate individuals on the Woodrow to Edray ten 

mile run. 
" American Woodcock - Rare. One seen at Handley. 
o Rock Dove - Uncommon. Three at one stop on the Woodrow to Edray ten mile 

run. 
o Mourning Dove - Uncommon. Twelve individuals at nine stops on ten mile run, 

11 of which were on the Woodrow to Edray run. 
o Black-billed Cuckoo - Rare. One at quarry on Juno Road. 
o Great Homed Owl - Rare. One at camp and one on Mullinsville to Scenic High 

way ten mile run. 
o Barred Owl - Common. Three near camp. 
o Chimney Swift - Uncommon. A few near Edray. 
o Ruby-throated Hummingbird - Uncommon. One on Woodrow to Edray ten mile 

run plus a few others. 
o Belted Kingfisher - Uncommon. Two on ten mile runs. 
o Red-bellied Woodpecker - Uncommon. None on ten mile runs. 
o Downy woodpecker - Uncommon 
o Hairy Woodpecker - Uncommon. One nest on Beech-Cheery-Basswood study area 

One on Woodrow to Scenic Highway ten mile run. 
o Yellow-shafted Flicker - Common. 
" Pileated Woodpecker - Uncommon. One on Woodrow to Scenic Highway and 

One on Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 
o Eastern Wood Pewee - Uncommon. One each at six different stops on Woodrow 

to Edray ten mile run. 

o Acadian Flycatcher - Uncommon. Six individuals found on ten mile runs. Two 
stops had two birds. 

" Alder Flycatcher - Rare. One seen at bridge over Williams River near Handley. 
" Willow Flycatcher - Common. Six individuals were reported on three different ten 

mile runs as well as two on Scenic Highway. 
" Least Flycatcher - Uncommon. One individual at hvo different stops on the 

Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 
o Eastern Phoebe - Uncommon. One on Woodrow to Scenic Highway and six on 

Woodrow to Edray ten mile runs. 
" Great Crested Flycatcher - Uncommon. 
" Eastern Kingbird - Uncommon. One on Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 
o Tree Swallow - Uncommon. 

" Northern Rough-winged Swallow - Uncommon. 
" Barn Swallow - Common. 
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" Blue Jay Uncommon. Three on different ten mile runs. 
o American Crow - Common. 
o Common Raven - Common. 
" Black-capped Chickadee - Common. 

" Tufted Titmouse - Uncommon. Twelve reported at eleven different stops on ten 
mile runs. 

" Red-breasted Nuthatch - Rare. One individual on Beech-Cheery-Basswood study 
plot. 

o White-breasted Nuthatch - Uncommon. Two individuals on Woodrow to Edray 
ten mile run. 

o Brown Creeper - Rare. Two individuals only in bear sanctuary. 
o Carolina Wren - Uncommon. Three individuals on different ten mile runs. 
o House Wren - Common. 
" Winter Wren - Common. 
" Golden-crowned Kinglet - Rare. One seen at Cranberry Glades. 
" Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - Uncommon. Four individuals at three different stops on 

Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 
" Eastern Bluebird - Common. 
" Veery - Common. 

" Swainson's Thrush - Uncommon. Six individuals on the Mullinsville to Scenic 
Highway ten mile run. 

o Hermit Thrush - Common. 
o Wood Thrush - Common. 
o American Robin - Very common. 
" Gray Catbird - Very common. 
o Northern Mockingbird - Uncommon. One near Edray. 
" Brown Thrasher - Uncommon. Six on different ten mile runs. 
" Cedar WaXWing - Very common. 
" European Starling - Common. 
o White-eyed Vireo -Rare. One on Cave Road and one at Edray hatchery. 
" Solitary Vireo - Common. 

o Yellow-throated Vireo - Uncommon. Two on Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 
o Red-eyed Vireo - Very common. 

" Golden-winged Warbler - Rare. One on Spruce Flat Road near Woodrow. 
" Northern Parula Warbler - Uncommon. Two at one stop on the Mullinsville to 

Scenic Highway and one on Woodrow to Scenic Highway ten mile run. 
o Yellow Warbler - Uncommon. Eleven individuals scattered on ten mile runs. 
" Chestnut-sided Warbler - Common. 
o Magnolia Warbler-Common. 
" Black-throated Blue Warbler - Common. 
" Black-throated Green Warbler - Common. 
" Blackburnian Warbler - Common. 
o Black-and-white Warbler -Rare. Pair at Cave Hollow road. 
o Ovenbird - Common. 
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G Northern Waterthrush - Uncommon. Seen at Cranberry Glades. 
" Louisiana Waterthrush - Uncommon. Five individuals on three different ten mile 

runs. 
o Kentucky Warbler - Uncommon. Two individuals on Woodrow to Edray ten mile 

run. 
o Mourning Warbler - Common. Nine individuals scattered on all ten mile runs and 

along Scenic Highway. 
" Common Yellow throat - Common. Eighteen individuals scattered on all ten mile 

runs as well as other locations. 
"Hooded Warbler-Rare. One at Cove Hollow and one at Cranberry Glades. 
e Canada Warbler - Common. Five on Mullinsville to Scenic Highway ten mile run 

as well as study plots and other locations. 
Q Yellow-breasted Chat -Rare. Two on Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 
G Scarlet Tanager - Common. 
o Northern Cardinal- Uncommon. Six on Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 
o Rose-breasted Grosbeak - Uncommon. One on Mullinsville to Scenic Highway 

and two on Williams River to Scenic Highway ten mile runs. 
e Indigo Bunting - Very common. 
o Rufous-sided Towhee - Common. 
o Chipping Sparrow - Common. 
" Field Sparrow - Common. 
" Vesper Sparrow - Rare. One at beaver pond and one on Spruce Flat Road. 
o Savannah Sparrow - Common. 
" Grasshopper Sparrow - Rare. One at beaver pond and one on Woodrow to Scenic 

Highway ten mile run. 
o Song Sparrow - Common . 
.. Swamp Sparrow - Rare. Found only at Cranberry Glades. (rare) 
" Dark-eyed Junco - Common. 
" Bobolink - Common. 
" Red-winged Blackbird - Common. 
.. Eastern Meadowlark - Common. 
.. Common Grackle - Common. 
o Brown-headed Cowbird - Uncommon. Ten seen on ten mile runs as well as a few 

other places. 
" Orchard Oriole - Rare. One on Stony Creek Road near Edray. 
.. Northern Oriole Uncommon. One on Woodrow to Edray ten mile run. 

o Purple Finch Uncommon. 
o House Finch - Uncommon . 
.. Red Crossbill - Rare. Seen twice along Scenic Highway. 
.. American Goldfinch - Common . 
.. House Sparrow - Common. 
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Singing Male Census for the 1991 Sortie 

Virginia Johnson 

CHERRY-MAPLE-BEECH - Location: West Virginia; Pocahontas Co.; 4 miles W of 

Edray; SE comer located at 38° 18' 27''N; 80° 10' 58"W; Woodrow Quadrangle, USGS and 

extends NW. continuity: Established 1981 as 6.07 ha, 15 acre plot titled Black Cherry-Red 

maple. Size: Enlarge 1991 to 30 ha, 75 acres. Description of Plot: see The Redstart vol. 54, 

no. 4, p. 146. The three dominan t canopy trees are Black Cherry (Pnmus serotina ), Red Maple 

(Acer rubrum ), and American Beech (Fagus grandifolia). Most prominent in the understory 

are Laurel (Kalmia lanfolia ), Serviceberry (Amerlanchier laevis ), and seedlings of the canopy 

trees. The ground cover is primarily fern and Lycopodium species. A quantitative survey 

of the vegetation gave the following results: Trees 3-inches diameter and over, based on five 

.1 acre circular samples: 284/ acre; total basal area 165.4 sq. ft./ acre. Species comprising 92% 

of the total number of trees: Black Cherry, 66,23.2,43,100; Red Maple, 106,37.3,22.2,80; 

American Beech, 52,18.3,20.6,40; Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), 22, 7.7, 2.1, 40; dead, 18, 

6.3,3.2,60. figures following each species denote number of trees per acre, relative density 

%, rela tive dominance %, and rela tive frequency. Trees by diameter size class: A (3-6 in.) 122, 

42.9,12.2,7.3; B (6-9 in.) 56, 19.7, 16.8, 10.1; C (9-15 in.) 70, 24.6, 56, 33.8; D (15-21 in.) 24, 8.4, 

43.2,26.1; E (21-27 in.) 12,4.2,37.2,22.4. Figures following each class show number of trees 

per acre, relative density, basal area per acre for that class, and relative dominance. Shrub 

stems/acre 540; ground cover 39.5%; canopy cover 93.5%; average canopy height 80 ft. 

(range 67.7 -89). Edge: Similar. elevation 3160 - 3200 ft. Weather: Clear and warm. 

Coverage: June 6-9,1991. All trips between dawn and 0705 hours or 1900 and 2036 hours 

EDT. Total party-hours: 24. Census: Red-eyed Vireo, 12(40, 16);Ovenbird,6(20,8);Hermit 

Thrush, 4 (13, 5); Scarlet Tanager, 1.5; Veery, 1; Magnolia Warbler, 1; Solitary Vireo, .5; 

Downy Woodpecker, +; Black-capped Chickadee, +; American Robin, +. Total: 7 species; 

26 territorial males (86/sq. km., 35/100 acres). Visitors: Pileated Woodpecker, Wood 

Thrush; Catbird, Black-throated Green Warbler; Common Yellowthroat; Indigo Bunting, 

Rufous-sided Towhee. Nests of Downy Woodpecker and Hermit Thrush were found. 

Comments: This study area, done in 1981 was expanded from 15 acres to 75 acres this year 

by using five adjacent IS-acre plots. Topography and habitat basically the same as 1981 with 

several small, wet areas in the plot, and one open area 100 ft. x 200 ft. Census participants 

and vegetation surveyors: Beth Bullard, Jim Bullard, Greg Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Tom Fox, 

George Hurley, Virginia Johnson (compiler), Bill Smith, Arlene Thorn, Judy Ward. 

BEECH-CHERRY-BASSWOOD - Location: West Virginia; Pocahontas Co.; 10 miles 

NW of Marlinton; center line begins at 38° 18' 47"N; 80° 12' 56"W; Woodrow Quadrangle, 

USGS and extends north. continuity: Established 1981. Size 6.07 ha = 15.0 acres (110 x 660 

yards). Description of Plot: see The Redstart, vol. 54,no. 4, page 144. map: see The Redstart, 

vol. 54, no. 4, p. 145. Weather: Clear to partly cloudy and cool. Coverage: June 5-8,1991. 
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All trips between dawn and 0700 hours or 1930 and 2045 hours EDT. Total party-hours: 9. 

Census: Red-eyedVireo,4(66,27)i Black-throated Blue Warbler, 3 (49,20): Canada Warbler, 

2i Winter Wren, LSi Veery, Ii Black-throated Green Warbler, Ii Scarlet Tanager, Ii Dark­

eyed Junco, Ii Hairy Woodpecker, +i Downy Woodpecker, +i Solitary Vireo, +i Rose­

breasted Grosbeak, +. total: 12 Speciesi 14.5 territorial males (239/ sq. km., 97/100 acres). 

Visitors: Common Raven, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted 

Nuthatch, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. comments: The study area is a homogeneous plot of 

mature timber covering an extensive area of like habitat. The center line is a dirt road with 

tree canopy completely covering overhead. Steep slopes ascending on the left and 

descending on the right made placing singing perches tricky on the trip sheets. A very dry 
season may have affected birds present. Census participants: Greg Eddy, Nevada Laitsch, 

Carl Slater (compiler), Bill Smith. 
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The 1991 Sortie Breeding Bird Survey No.1 No.2 No.3 No.4 Total Stops 
Present 

Eastern Phoebe 1 6 7 6 Ann Pyle 
Eastern Kingbird 1 1 1 
Barn Swallow 1 5 8 14 6 Four ten-mile breeding bird surveys were run during the June 4-9,1991 Sortie at 
Blue Jay 1 1 1 3 3 Handley Hunting and Fishing Area in Pocahontas county. Run 1 was Mullinsville -Scenic 
American Crow 9 16 19 1 45 31 

Highway (40 Species); Run 2 Woodrow-Scenic Highway (50 species); Run 3 Woodrow-
Common Raven 3 2 5 10 7 

Edray (56 species); and Run 4 Williams River Road-Scenic Highway (30 species). The 
Black-capped Chickadee 7 3 4 7 21 18 

average number of species was 44 birds. Tufted Titmouse 7 4 1 12 11 
Each run began about one-half hour before official sunrise and three minute stops White-breasted Nuthatch 2 2 2 

were made each half mile. The weather was cool and clear every morning. Seventy-nine Carolina Wren 2 1 3 3 
species were identified and 880 birds were counted. House Wren 4 4 9 17 15 

It was a joy to hear the clear songs and in many cases to view the colorful plumage Winter Wren 5 6 11 8 
of the many mountain birds we counted during these perfect birding days. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 4 4 3 

A previous survey of this area made in June 10-15,1981 and printed in the October Eastern Bluebird 5 5 10 7 

1987 Redstart. Veery 6 7 1 8 22 17 
Swainson's Thrush 6 6 5 

Number of Birds by Species Hermit Thrush 3 3 3 
Wood Thrush 8 2 3 3 16 15 Four 1991 Surveys-Handley Sortie 
American Robin 15 10 12 5 42 27 
Gray Catbird 4 1 7 12 12 

No.1 No.2 No.3 No.4 Total Stops 
Brown Thrasher 1 5 6 5 

Present 
Cedar Waxwing 6 6 5 5 22 11 

Green-backed Heron 1 1 1 
European Starling 2 12 14 8 

Turkey Vulture 14 1 15 2 
Solitary Vireo 5 9 14 12 

Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 2 2 
Yellow-throated Vireo 2 2 2 

Red-tailed Hawk 2 2 1 
Red-eyed Vireo 17 19 21 34 91 57 

Killdeer 2 2 2 
Northern Parula Warbler 2 1 3 2 

Rock Dove 3 3 1 
Yellow Warbler 2 3 5 1 11 10 

Mourning Dove 1 11 12 9 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 1 12 2 15 12 

Great Horned Owl 1 1 1 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 9 3 2 14 11 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1 1 1 
Black-throated Green Warbler 10 2 8 20 17 

Belted Kingfisher 1 1 2 2 
Blackbumian Warbler 4 1 2 7 6 

Downy Woodpecker 1 1 1 
Kentucky Warbler 2 2 2 

Hairy Woodpecker 1 1 1 
Canada Warbler 5 5 3 

Pileated Woodpecker 1 1 2 2 
Ovenbird 2 2 2 

Northern Flicker 1 1 2 2 
Louisiana Wa terthrush 1 1 3 5 5 Eastern Wood-Pewee 6 6 6 
Mourning Warbler 1 5 3 9 8 

Acadian Flycatcher 1 5 6 4 
Common Yellow throat 3 8 6 1 18 15 

Alder Flycatcher 1 1 1 
Yellow-breasted Chat 2 2 2 Willow Flycatcher 1 3 2 6 5 
Scarlet Tanager 1 3 4 7 15 13 

Least Flycatcher 2 2 2 
Northern Cardinal 6 6 6 Great Crested Flycatcher 1 4 5 5 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 2 3 3 
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During the prior surveys the weather was cloudy with showers on two of the 

surveys and with breezes during survey number three. Two experienced observers were the 

same on both studies which were ten years apart. 

The second study showed an increase in numbers of special-interest birds: Veery, 

Wood Thrush, Solitary Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo,Chestnut-sided Warbler,Magnolia Warbler, 

Black-throated Blue Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Canada 

Warbler, and Black-capped Chickadee. 

Numbers of species varied in the studies to some extent, but only the second study 

included the Winter Wren, Swainson's Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Blackburnian Warbler, 

Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow and Bobolink. 

In the 1991 survey four more people were helping; one additional run was added; 

and the weather was much better, sowewould expect more birds to exhibit themselves. This 

was shown in the results which reflected a much more interesting report in species and 

numbers. Apparently, the Handley Area's environment remains in excellent condition for 

the breeding of birds. 

Participants were: James Bullard, Kyle Bush, Reba and E. E. Hutton, Judy Ward, 

Nevada Laitsch and Gregg Eddy. 
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Noteworthy Plants of the 1991 Sortie 

E.E. and Reba Hutton 

The following herbaceous plants, shrubs, and trees, arranged in phylogenie order, 

were considered noteworthy by one or more participants attending the 1991 sortie. 

Tsuga canadensis 
Carex Fraseri 
Lilium canadense 
Clintonia borealis 
Maianthimum canadense 
Cypripedium acaule 
Orchis spectabilia 
Pogonia ophioglossoides 
Calopogon pulchellus 
Habenaria orbiculata 
Betula a/leghaniensis 
Betula lenta 
Laporleacanadensis 
Asarum canadense 
Aquilegill canadensis 
Aconitum reclinatum 
Caulophy/lum thalictroides 
Maglwlia acuminata 
Lindera benzoin 
Sarrecenia purpurea 
Drosera roundifolia 
Hatnamelia virginiana 
Physocarpus opulifolius 
Gillenia trifoliate 
Prunus serotina 
Oxalis montana 
flex nwntana 
Acer spicatum 
Tilia americana 
Aralia racenwsa 
Zizia trifoliatea 
Heracleum maximum 
Comus alternifolia 
Rlwdodendron catawbiense 
Vaccitlium erythrocarpum 
Asclepias exaltata 
Hydrophyllum virginianum 
Meehania cordata 
Verbascum blattaria 
Chaenorrhinum minus 
Melampyrum lineare 
Triosteum aurantiacum 
Viburnum alnifolium 
Trogapogon pratensis 
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Hemlock 
Fraser's sedge 
Canada lily 
Yellow clintonia 
Canada mayflower 
Mocassin flower 
Showy orchis 
Beard-flower 
Grass pink 
Large round-leaved orchid 
Yellow birch 
Black birch 
Wood nettle 
Wild ginger 
Wild columbine 
White monkshood 
Blue cohosh 
Cucumber tree 
Spicebush 
Pitcher plant 
Sundew 
Witch-hazel 
Ninebark 
Bowman's root 
Wild black cherry 
White wood sorrel 
Mountain holly 
Mountain maple 
American basswood 
American spikenard 
Zizia 
Cow parsnip 
Alternate-leaved dogwood 
Mountain rose bay 
Southern mountain cranberry 
Tall milkweed 
Virginia waterleaf 
Meehania 
Moth mullen 
Dwarf snapdragon 
Cow-wheat 
Horsegentian 
Hobblebush 
Oyster plant 
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1991 Handley Sortie Fern and Fern Allies 

Ann Pyle 

During the June 4-9 Sortie at Handley Hunting and Fishing Area in Pocahontas 

County the following fern and fern allies were found: 

Equisetaceae 
Equisetum arvense 
E. hyemale 
Lycopodiacease 
Lycopodium lucidulum 
L. obscurum 
L. obscurum var. dendroideum 
L.clavatum 
L. flabelliforme 
Ophioglossaceae 
Botrydtium lanceolatum 
B. virginianum 
Osmundaceae 
Osmunda cinnamomea 
O. claytoniana 
Polyodiaceae 
Cystopteris bulbifera 
Olwclea sensibilis 
Thelypteris noveboracensis 
T. pal ustris 
Dryopteris cristata 
D. goldiana 
D. campyloptera 
D. spinulosa 
D. intermedia 
Polysticltum acrostidwides 
Dennstaedtia punctilobula 
Athyrium thelypterioides 
A. asplenioides 
Asplenium platyneuron 
Pellaea atropurpurea 
Adiantum pedatum 
Pteridium aquilinum 
Polypodium virginianum 

Common Horsetail 
Scouring Rush 

Shining Clubmoss 
Tree Clubmoss 

Common Clubmoss 
Groundpine 

Lance-leaved Grapefern 
Rattlesnake Fern 

Cinnamon Fern 
Interrupted Fern 

Bulbiferous Bladder Fern 
Sensitive Fern 
New York Fern 
Marsh Fern 
Crested Shield Fern 
Goldie's Shield Fern 
Mountain Wood Fern 
Spinulose Shield Fern 
Intermediate Wood Fern 
Christmas Fern 
Hay Scented Fern 
Silvery Athyrium 
Southern Lady Fern 
Ebony Spleenwort 
Purple Cliffbrake 
Maidenhair Fern 
Bracken 
Common Polypody 

1991 Sortie Mammals 
Mammals recorded included: white-tailed deer, woodchuck, gray squirrel, fox squirrel, red 
squirrel, two eastern cottontail, chipmunk, muskrat, beaver, raccoon and six black bears. No 
reptiles were recorded. 

1991 Sortie Participants 
Beth and Jim Bullard, Kyle Bush, Greg Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Tom Fox, George and Anne 
Hurley, E.E. and Reba Hutton, Virginia Johnson, Nevada Laitsch, Anne Pyle, Carl Slater, Bill 
Smith, Arlene Thorn and Judy Ward 
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Southernmost Breeding Record of the 
White-throated Sparrow in Appalachia 

Rodney L. Bartgis 

On 25 June 1987 I entered a bog at an elevation of 4200 feet on the headwaters of 

the Shavers Fork in the Cheat Mountains of Pocahontas County, West Virginia. My 

attention was immediately grabbed by the familiar song of the White-throated Sparrow, a 

common winter resident throughout the state. This section of the bog was a mixture of small 

openings dominated by Sphagnum and shrub thickets dominated by the long-stalked holly 

(llex callina), mixed with small red spruce (Picea rubel/s) and other shrubs. After a brief search, 

I found two adult White-throated Sparrows feeding two young birds just out of the nest. The 

adults restricted their activities to the immediate vicinity of the spruce-holly thickets. After 

a while, I located a second singing bird in a different section of the bog, where holly and small 

spruce were also abundant. This bird routinely flew to a thick stand of small spruces from 

its singing perch in a holly. It, too, was feeding young, which were still in the nest. I did not 

see the second adult from this pair. 

The following evening Craig Stihler and I returned to the bog and listened to the 

males sing. In June of 1987 the bog was quite wet; a person could sink over a foot into the 

peat and Sphagnum. Craig, others, and I returned to the same wetland in lateJ une, 1988, but 

no White-throated Sparrows were seen or heard. At this time the wetland was conSiderably 

drier than the year before, with the surface of the Sphagnum dry and with many of the spruce 

trees having brown branches. Subsequent searches in other wetlands in the Cheat Moun­

tains for the White-throated Sparrow have also been unsuccessful. 

The White-throated Sparrow typically breeds in eastern North America from 

northern Pennsylvania northward well into Canada. Previous breeding records from 

unglaciated Appalachia are few. Hall (1989) considered its absence from the region's 

subalpine forests to be noteworthy, since it is abundant in similar areas in the northern 

states. Definite nesting has been reported in West Virginia from bogs near Terra Alta, 

Preston County, in 1953 and juveniles were found in the Alpine Lake Resort area of Preston 

County in 1970 (Hall 1983). In addition, a singing male was found at Spruce Knob Lake, 

Pendleton County, in June 1973 (Hall 1983). The Preston County records were the southern­

most breeding records reported in the eastern states for the species. The Pocahontas county 

site is about 70 miles south of the Preston county sites. 

Other birds observed at the site in June 1987 included Swamp Sparrows in the bog 

and a colony ofTree Swallows in dead trees killed by beaver flooding a pond. Other species 

present were black-capped Chickadee, Winter Wren, Veery, Swainson's Thrush, Golden­

crowned Kinglet, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Solitary Vireo, Dark-eyed Junco, Purple Finch, 

Black-throated Green Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, and Canada Warbler in the bordering 

spruce forest. InJune 1987, the site also supported such notable northern birds as a Northern 
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Goshawk, singing Olive-sided Flycatcher, and a small number ofYellow-rumped Warblers. 

Unsuccessful attempts were made to locate nests or young of the Goshawk and flycatcher. 

The week the sparrows were found Craig and I also observed a Goshawk in another wetland 

about a half-mile away. This may have been the one observed at the White-throated 

Sparrow site. 

In 1988 we fond neither a Goshawk or Olive-sided Flycatcher at the site. In 1990, 

Donna Mitchell and Bill Roody finally found a Goshawk nest nearby (Buckelew 1991). 

Continued bird surveys in the high elevations of West Virginia will probably continue to 

produce interesting records for birds with primarily northern breeding ranges. 
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Observations of Communal Roosting 
of American Crows 

at Beckley, Raleigh County, West Virginia 

Ronald A. Canterburyl and Dollie M.Stover2 

American Crows gather in enormous flocks of 200,000 or more birds at the end of 

their nesting season to feed and roost together until after winter or spring (Harrison and 

Harrison 1986). They winter in large numbers throughout the state (Hall 1983}. For the past 

three winters, we made observations on the communal roost site at Beckley, West Virginia. 

The site is located at the intersection of Harper Road and 1-77. The forest at this site consists 

of stands of hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), pitch pine (pinus rigida), and oaks (Quercus sp.). 

Population estimates at the site on 21 December 1989 and 28 December 1991 produced a 

count of over 20,000 birds. Streamers of Crows were observed flying to their roost site from 

all directions in flocks numbering in the hundreds. Birds could be seen in steady streams 

for 21.2 hours as they returned to their roost site in the evening. Glen Phillips (1977) reported 

steady streams of crows lasting 11/2hours at a Wheeling, West Virginia roost. Crows came 

to roost at the Harper Road roost each nightfrom November to early March. On 23 February 

1992, we noticed that the flocks became smaller and that the crows were beginning to 

disperse. The site contained very few crows on 25 February 1992, and by 10 March only 

resident birds were seen. 
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Field Notes 
Winter Season 

Dec., 1991-Feb., 1992 

James D. Phillips, Editor 

Most observers reported a mild winter in both temperature and precipitation. The 

mild weather was probably responsible for the good variety and in some cases good 

numbers of waterfowl. The usual visitors from the north seemed to be nearly nonexistent 

or at least few and far between. American Robins were especially numerous in several areas 

and there were sightings for some species not usually found in the region during winter. 

Loons through waterfowl - Common Loons were reported in December in 

Cabell(TI) and Summers(JP) counties and February in Mason (WA) County. Pied-billed 

Grebes were found in December in Wood(MBC), Fayette(DK) and Summers(JP) counties. 

Homed Grebes were only found in Wood(MBC) and Kanawha(HG) counties. January 

sightings of Double-crested Cormorants came from New RiverGB), Kanawha River(A V) 

and Ohio River(MBC). Great blue Herons were reported in numbers across the region 

during the winter. The birds on Grape Island, Ohio River, Pleasants Co. were on the nest 

by the end of the period(MBC). A few Tundra Swans were present between Parkersburg 

and Pt. Pleasant(A V) and one was seen in Mercer C.,(JP). Snow Geese were reported on the 

Ohio River(NL,MBC) and on Bum's Pond, Greenbrier Co. (DP). Canada Geese continue to 

congregate on the larger rivers in the state. A few were seen on New River, Summers Co. 

wearing numbered neck bands(AM). 

A few Wood Ducks remained in the region all winter. A few Green-winged Teal 

also remained throughout the season. Several areas found pretty good numbers of 

American Black Ducks. The Allegheny Vistas waterfowl survey located 400 of these ducks 

on the Ohio River. Mallards continue to be abundant. Several reporters in the western 

portion of the region found GadwaHs. Good numbers of American Wigeons were also 

found in the region during the season. Ring-necked Ducks were reported in Wood Country 

by mid-February(MBC). Most other areas found them present later that month. Only a few 

Lesser Scaup were noted. Two Greater Scaup were seen at South Charleston, Kanawha 

Co.(WA) on January 12. Common Goldeneyes were noticeably absent early in the season. 

They began to appear in some areas by the second week of January. Buffleheads seemed 

to show on time but still in rather low numbers. Hooded Mergansers seemed more 

abundant than usual. There were only a few sightings of Common and Red-breasted 

Mergansers. 

Raptors through wrens-Some folks found Turkey Vultures returning earlier 

than usual and some folks found them present all winter. Unusual wintering Turkey 

Vultures were found in Mason(A V) and Wood(MBC) counties. We continue to receive 

more reports of wintering Bald Eagles. Allegheny Vistas found Bald Eagles along the Ohio 
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Bald-Eagle, Glenwood Swamp, Mason County, West Virginia, 
January 26, 1992-Photo by Wendell Argabrite 
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River, between Ravenswood and Parkersburg, and along the Cheat River near Rowlesburg 

and another near Glady. There were January and February sightings for this species near 

Sand Creek, Wood Co.(MBC). Wendell Argabrite photographed an adult at Glenwood 

Swamp, Mason Co. on January 26 and Daniel Perry saw an adult at Lake Sherwood, 

Greenbrier Co. on February 5. Northern Harriers wintered in Mason(A V) and Wood(MBC) 

counties. Nevada Laitsch reported regular sightings of this species on reclaimed surface 

mines near East Liverpool, Ohio. Both accipiters continue to winter in the vicinity of bird 

feeders, with the Cooper's Hawk a bit more common than the Sharp-shined Hawk. Red­

shouldered and Red-tailed Hawks seemed to winter in good numbers over a good bit of the 

region. Rough-legged Hawks were noted in several locations in Ohio(TI,NL) and near 

narrows, Virginia(JB). In West Virginia they were found in Wood(MBC), two locations in 

Mason(WA), two locations in Pocahontas(DP) and Tucker(JP) counties. Allegheny Vistas 

winter raptor surveys located five light phase birds and two dark phase birds. American 
Kestrels seemed to winter in pretty good numbers. 

Ruffed Grouse were mentioned by several people. Wild Turkey sightings 

continue to increase in numbers. Hullet Good reported eight birds flying across 1-77 near 

Charleston, Kanawha county. The only report of N. Bobwhites came from Narrows, 

V A.CIB). A few American Coots wintered on the larger streams. Fifteen Bonaparte's Gulls 

were noted in Wood Co.(MBC). Most areas had at least a few Ring-billed Gulls arid 

Herring Gulls. Several folks reported flocks of Ring-billed Gulls numbering over 100 

individuals along the Ohio River. Steady streams of these birds were noted following the 

New River north in late FebruaryCIP). American Woodcocks were found in Greenbrier 

Co.(JM) and Summers(JP) Co. by the first of February, and they were displaying by the end 

of the month in Mercer(JMe) County. Eastern Screech-Owls were reported fromUpshur(VH), 

Mercer, Summers(JP) counties. The only reports for Great Homed Owls came from 

Fayette(DK) and Mercer(AM) counties. The Snowy Owl seen in Parkersburg during most 

of the season is reported to be most likely the same bird seen in Pleasants Co. in 

November.(MBC). Tom Igou was the only one to mention Barred Owls. Nevada Laitsch 

found Short-eared Owls in three locations on reclaimed surface mines in Ohio. She reports 
they were not there prior to 1991. 

Most everyone had at least one Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in their area during the 

season. Northern Flickers remained fairly common during the season. Eastern Phoebes 

were reported in Summers(JP), Fayette(DK) and Greenbrier(DP) counties during the 

winter. Fairly good-sized roosts of American Crows were seen in Ohio(TI) and in 

Raleigh(DS) and Summers(JP) counties in West Virginia. Red-breasted Nuthatches were 

fairly common in Canaan Valley, Tucker Co.(JP) in December. Most other areas in the state 

had none. Brown Creepers and Winter Wrens seemed to appear on time and in normal 
numbers. 

Kinglets through finches-Golden-crowned IGnglets were fairly common in 

some areas and there were scattered reports of a few Ruby-crowned Kinglets. Eastern 

Bluebirds seemed to do well during the mild weather. Unusual was a Wood Thrush that 
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flew into a window in Belmont Co., Ohio(NL) in December. The specimen is at Ohio 

University. Most of the region experienced large numbers (hundreds, sometimes thou­

sands) of American Robins during the season. Brown Thrashers were reported in 

December(DK) and January(MBC) in Fayette and Wood counties respectively. The only 

report for Water Pipits came from White Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier Co. on January 

25CIM). 

There were more than the usual reports of war bIers, some rather unusual. Wendell 

Argabrite had an Orange-crowned Warbler come into a Screech Owl tape in Beech Fork 

State park on February 19. The bird was in sight for five minutes at a distance of 15 feet. He 

feels thatitwasa wintering bird and nota migrant. As usual, a good many areas had Yellow­

rumped Warblers during the season. Tom Igou reported a Pine Warbler in late February. 

Single Common Yellowthroats were noted in Fayette(DK) Co. in December and Mason(WA) 

County in January. Rufous-sided Towhees seemed spotty in their occurrence-some areas 

had few or none while other areas had a pretty good population. A few American Tree 

Sparrows were found in the region. Field Sparrows seemed to be in higher than usual 

numbers-perhaps because of the mild weather. Only a few Fox Sparrows were found. 

Swamp Sparrows seemed to be more abundant than usual. Reports for White-throated 

Sparrows ran from none to more than usual. Dark-eyed Juncos seemed to be one winter 

bird to appear in good numbers. 

A few Red-winged Blackbirds, Common Grackle and Brown-headed Cowbirds 

were appearing at some bird feeders by the end of the period. House Finches continue to 

"explode" at feeders. Daniel Perry observed a male Red Crossbill feeding a female at 

Cranberry, Pocahontas Co. on January 21. Pine Siskins were found in Cabell(W A, TI), 

Greenbrier(DP), Kanawha(HG) and Wood(MBC) counties. The 50 seen regularly in Wood 

Co. seemed to be the only concentration. No one reported Evening Grosbeaks. 

Contributors-Allegheny Vistas(AV), Wendell Argabrite(WA), Ralph Bell(RB), Jim 

BrownOB), Hullet Good(HG), Virginia Bly Hoover(VH), Tom Igou(TI), Don Kodak(DK), 

Nevada Laitsch(NL), Ann McRae(AM), Jim Meyer(JMe), Jim Miller(JM), Mountwood Bird 

Club(MBC), Daniel Perry(DP), and Dolly Stover(DS). 

900 Reynolds Ave. 

Princeton, West Virginia 24740 
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Book Reviews 

The Field Guide to Wildlife Habitats of the Eastern United States by Janine M. Benyus. 

1989. Simon and Schuster, New York. 336 pp., illustrated with line drawings, maps, $15.95 

paperback. 

This field guide describes 20 habitats of the eastern United States and uses them to 

introduce the reader to animal wildlife ecology and the plants found in each habitat. Benyus 

emphasizes what to listen for, what to look for, and how to find things. For each habitat there 

is a list of characteristic plants, a map showing roughly where the habitat occurs in the 

country, and a locator chart that shows where 40 or more species might be found in the 

habitat. Each chapter contains a two-page drawing of the habitat locating some of the typical 

species found there. 

A few of the combinations of species and habitat found in this book seem a little 

strange. For example, I doubt one would find a Gray Jay in oak-hickory forest. However, 

the habitat-centered approach to finding wildlife used in this book is different and 

instructive. The man who gave this book to me keeps it in his car and refers to it when he 

travels to new areas. He also used it as a textbook for a workshop on habitats. The book is 

well written, and reading it gives one an armchair tour of habitats of the east. 

The National Audubon North American Birdfeeder Handbook by Robert Burton. 1992. 

Dorling Kindersley, Inc., New York, NY. 224 pp., illustrated with color photographs, $22.95. 

Although the main emphasis of the North American Birdfeeder Handbook is on 

feeding birds, there is enough additional information to provide the beginner with some 

understanding of most of the birds likely to be seen in the backyard. Eighty bird profiles, 

each illustrated with color photographs, give information on plumage, voice, feeding, 

nesting, and range. Bird behavior is discussed in a separate chapter. 

Bird feeder plans and instructions for assembly, ways for providing water, and the 

kinds of food to use are discussed in the chapter, "Attracting Birds." Besides a discussion 

of the use of grain and seed, Burton also shows how to use kitchen scraps, fruit, and nuts, 

and provides recipes for suet mixtures and peanut butter mixtures. Feeding of humming­

birds is also dealt with in another section. He also provides a discussion of anti-squirrel 

devices. 

Burton has also written brief but useful information on use of plants for attracting 

birds and the construction and siting of nest boxes. A chapter on survival and mortality of 

birds contains information on life expectancy, cause of death, predators, window strikes, 

orphaned young, and what to do when you find a dead bird with a band on its leg. 

As is true of many books of this sort, the North American Birdfeeder Handbook 

tries to cover almost every aspect of bird biology. But, this book is successful in combining 
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many subjects into a comprehensive guide that backyard bird watchers will find useful and 

interesting. 

Cathedral State Park; Cranesville Swamp; Dolly Sods by Norma Jean Venable, illustrated 

with line drawings. $3.00 for Cathedral State park, $6.00 each for Cranesville Swamp and 

Dolly Sods. 

These West Virginia University Extension Service nature guides offer visitors a 

nontechnical introduction to the natural history of Cathedral State park, Cranesville 

Swamp, and dolly Sods. Norma Jean Venable gives a brief introduction to the history, 

ecology, and plants and animals of the natural areas. Detailed maps are included as are 

checklists of plants, mammals, birds, and herptiles. The booklets on Dolly Sods and 

Cranesville Swamp also have useful lists of references. These guides serve as valuable 

introductions to three of our best-known natural areas. 

A. R. Buckelew Jr. 
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