






























Breeding Bird Records for the 1991 Foray 

Tom Hurley 

Thirty contributors reported 98 breeding records of38 species. (In 1960, this area 
yielded 238 records of46 species.) The three most prevalent species were American 
Robin, House Wren, and Tree Swallow. The three best nest finders were Jo Wood, 
scholarship student Kate Myrna, and Polly Matthey. These three (10% ofthe group) 
reported 46% of the records. 

Because 30% of the cards reported young out of the nest, this information has 
been included. 

The curiosity of the week was two active Robin nests within inches of each other 
under the eaves of the main buil ding. 
Species Obs. Content 
Green Heron CR out 
Wood Duck PM out 
Wood Due RH out 
Wood Duck 
Ruffed Grou e 
Ruffed G rouse 
Ru £fed Grouse 
Wild Turkey 
Wild Turkey 
KJ lid eer 
Woodcock 
:"l'o rthern Fhcker 
\,'orthem Fhcker 
HdJrv Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Downv Woodpec er 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Eastern Phoebe 
Eastern Phoebe 
Eastern Phoebe 
Eastern Phoebe 
Willow Flycatcher 
Tree Swallow 
rree Swallow 
�T�r�~� Swallow 
Tree Swall ow 
Tree Swall ow 
Tree Swall ow 
Tree Swall ow 
Tree Swall ow 
Barn Swallow 
Barn Swall ow 
Barn Swallo w 
Barn Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Black-capped ChIckadee 
House Wren 
House Wren 
House Wren 
House Wren 
House Wren 
House Wren 
House Wren 
House Wren 
House Wren 
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LB 

GH 
LW 

PT 
RH 
LW 
, L 
CR 
TH 
PM 
RH 
CR 
jW 
TH 
j S 
jW 
jW 
KM 
CC 
TH 

/W 
LC 
MCK 
RO 

FD 
jW 
/W 
MCK 
NE 
HG 
jH G 
FD 
K!v\ 
jW 
MMK 
GE 

MS 
jG 
jW 
/W 
jW 
KM 
KM 

8E 

out 
out 
out 
out 
out 
out 
out 
Y 
2Y 
out 
out 
out 
Y 
5Y 
3Y 
�A�~�o�n� 

4Y 

3E 

Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 

Y 
B 

3Y 
3Y 
Y 
out 
Y 
T 
4Y 

A-on 
Y 
Y 
Y 

Y 
B 
E 

Hbl 
01 

pond 
Bog 
02 
02 
03 
02 
02 

02 
8 
02 
Rural 

five r 

4 

02 

clearmg 
08 
08 

Site 
09 

11 

08 
08 

10 
bldg. 
shed 
bam 
bndge 
bndge 
05 
bndge 
11 
11 
11 
11 
post 
11 
post 
bridge 
porch 
bldg. 
Eave 
raftr 
08 
post 
m box 
vent 
li ght 

light 
eave 

post 
eave 
raftr 

Elev. 
1560 
1600 
1700 
3600 
1550 
1720 
2000 
1700 
1720 
1553 
3200 
1600 
1652 
3200 
1560 
1652 
3360 
3700 
1652 
1652 
1500 
3200 
1600 
1652 
1652 
1652 
1652 
3360 
2596 
1652 
1652 
1553 
3360 
3600 
3360 
1600 
2596 
1652 
1590 
1652 
1600 
1652 
1652 
1652 
1600 
1600 

Loc.tion 
LImestone Road 
Camp Ktdd 
Fernow Pond 
Olsen Bog 
Sl George 
Hendricks 
Hickman Slide Road 
Fernow Forest 
Hendricks 
Sl George 
near Fairfax Stone 
Camp Kldd 
Femow Forest Center 
Thomas 
LImestone Road 
Parsons 
Canaan Valley SP 
DaVIS 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Fairfax Stone 
Camp Kldd 
Camp Kldd 
Parsons 
1 mL E of Parsons 
Parso 
Canaan Valley SP 
Red Creek 
Parsons 
1 mL E of Parsons 
Parsons 
Canaan Valley SP 
Canaan Valley SP 
Canaan Valley SP 
Camp Ktdd 
Red Creek 
Parsons 
Sl George 
Parson 
Camp KJdd 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Camp Kldd 
Camp KJdd 
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SpeciH 
Gray Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Brown Thrasher 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
American Robin 
Wood Thrush 
Eastern BluebIrd 
Eastern Bluebird 
Eastern Bluebi rd 
�B �l�u�~�g�r �a �y� Gnatcatcher 
European Starling 
European Starling 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Cedar Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwmg 
Cedar Waxwing 
Louisiana Watuthru h 
loUisiana Waterthrush 
Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
Amencan Redstart 
House Sparrow 
House Sparrow 
House Sparrow 
House Sparrow 
Redwinged Blackbird 
Orchard Oriole 

orthern Cardinal 
Indi go Buntmg 
Indigo Buntmg 
House Finch 
Rufous-sided Towhe-e 
ChIpping Sparrow 
ChIpping Sparrow 
Chlpptng Sparrow 
ChIpping Sparrow 
Chlpptng Sparrow 
Chlpptng Sparrow 
Chlpptng Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

Obo. 
KM 

L 

PT 
RB 
LW 

MR 
E 

jG 
jW 
/W 
jW 
KM 
KM 
KM 
KM 

KM 
CR 
jW 
PM 
jW 
AH 
KM 

/W 
jW 
CR 
/W 
KM 
AH 
PM 
EG 

RB 
AH 
PM 
jW 
K.M 
jW 
TH 
PM 
KM 

L 
DF 
KM 
GE 

CR 
jW 
GH 
IP 
jW 
K.M 
/W 
PT 

Content 
Y 
out 
out 
B 

4E 

3Y 
B 
B 

Y 
B 

�A�~�o�n� 

B 
4Y 

B 

3Y 
5Y 
�A�~ �o�n� 

out 
Y 
out 
A-on 
out 
Y 
Y 

Y 
�A�~ �o�n� 

B 

Y 
out 
out 
out 
out 
out 
Y 

Y 
A-on 
Y 

3E 

Y 

3E 

out 
out 
E 
out 
out 
Y 
Y 
out 
B 
2E 
B 

3E 

Hbl 
4 

9 

02 

02 
4 

02 

02 
8 

03 
8 

4 

02 

Bog 
02 
02 

4 

08 
slough 
8 

clear cut 

08 
4 
02 

Site 
07 

09 
ledge 
07 
07 
bridge 
09 
porch 
eaves 
07 
eave 
07 
roof 
07 
raftr 

truck 

08 

house 
chmny 
07 
07 
09 
07 

09 

pIpe 
12 
roof 
07 
05 
07 
04 

wall 

09 
07 

09 
09 
09 
02 

£lev. 
1600 
1553 
1720 
1650 
1553 
1655 
1600 
1553 
1200 
1652 
1652 
1652 
1600 
1600 
1600 
1600 
1600 
1652 
1652 
1600 
3360 
1590 
1600 
1652 
2596 
1553 
1652 
1652 
1652 
1616 
3700 
1553 
1652 
1600 
1652 
1600 
1652 
1600 
1600 
1600 
1766 
1652 
1600 
1700 
1560 
1652 
1600 
1600 
1652 
1600 
1652 
1650 

Loation 
Parsons 
Sl George 
Hendricks 
Parsons 
Pifer Ml RIdge 
Parsons 
6 mL of Camp Kldd 
Parsons 
Parsons 
golf clubhouse 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Camp Kldd 
Camp Kldd 
Parsons 
Monongahela Park 
Parsons 
Femow Forest 
Camp Kldd 
Parsons 
Red Creek 
Sl George 
Camp KJdd 
Parsons 
Red Creek 
Sl George 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Femow Forest 
Hannahsvill e 
Davi 
Ml Zion Ridge ROdd 
Femow Forest 
Parsons 
golf clubhouse 
Camp Kldd 
Parsons 
Camp KJdd 
near Camp Kld d 
Camp KJdd 
Leadmme 
Femow Forest 
Parsons 
Sl George 
umeslone ROdd 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Parsons 
Parson, 

Camp KJdd 
�P�a�r�s�o�n�~� 

Parsons 

OBSERVER (OBS): LB = Lynn Barnhart. RB = Ralph BelL CC = Carolyn Conrad, 
LC = Linnie Coon, FD = Fran Doherty, GE = Greg Eddy, E = ancy Eddy, 
OF = D. Falke, HG = Harriet Gilbert, JMG = Jocelyn Godwin, EG = Emily 
Grafton, JHG= JoAnn Graham, AH= Anne Hurley, GH= George Hurley, TH= 
Tom Hurley, RH = Reba Hutton, MMK = Marjorie Keatley, MCK = Maxine 
Kif£ L = evada Laitsch, PM = Polly Matthey, K.M = Kate Myrna, IP = Ivarean 
Pierce, RQ = Roberta Quattlebaum, MR = Mary Rieffenberger, CR = Carol Rudy, 
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JS = Juanita Slater, MS = Marta Steenstra. PT = Pat Temple, LW = Leon Wilson, 
JW = Jo Wood 
CO TE T: A-on = adult on nest, B = nest being built, E = eggs, Y= young. out= 

young out of nest 
HABITAT (HBn: 01 = conferous woods, 1 = woods, 02 = deciduous woods, 2 = 

swamp, 03 = mixed woods, 4 = field, 08 = hedgerow, 8 = suburban, 9 = 
urban. 
EST SITE (SITE) : 02 = on ground, 04 = low vegetation, 05 = shrub, 07 = 
deciduous tree branch, 08 = deciduous tree cavity, 09 = conifer branch, 10 
= conifer cavity, 11 = nest box, 12 = other structure. 

ELEVA TIO (ELEV): elevation of locality - feet above sea level 
LOCA TlO : nearest town or locality. 

Thank all of you for participating. Thanks also to my assistant, Polly Matthey. 

30 

2606 Capital Drive 
Parkersburg. WV 26101 
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The 1991 Foray Mammal Survey 

Karl W. Haller 

During the 1991 Foray at Camp Kidd, 22 species of mammals were either 
observed by members of the group or trapped as specimens. Only five species are 
represented by specimens, and the remaining 17 were reported as sight 
identifications or as road kills. Traps were set out around the perimeter of the camp 
and checked both morning and evening. The very dry weather may have been a 
contributing factor in producing very limited resul ts. Also, with numerous 
Chipmunks in the area. many traps were sprung nightly. At one small damp area. a 
Masked Shrew (Sorex cinereus) was captured One evening. just at dusk, several 
campers counted over200 Little Brown Bats (Myotis lucifugus) leaving their roosting 
place from above a corner of a dormitory. An asterisk (>t), following the common 
name of the mammaL indicates one or more specimens for that species. 

Didelph is virginiana 
Sorex cinereus 
Blarina brevicauda 
Myotis lucifugus 
Sylvilagus floridanus 
Tamias striatus 
Marmota monax 
Sciurus carolinensis 
Sciurus niger 
Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 
Castor canadensis 
Peromyscus leucopus 
Microtus pennyslvanicus 
Ondatra zibethicus 
Vulpes vulpes 
Urocyon cinereoargenteus 
Ursus american us 
Procyon lotor 
Mustela frenata 
Mephitis mephitis 
Odoco ileus virginianus 
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Virgin ia Possum 
Masked Shrew" 
Short-tailed Shrew" 
Little Brown Bat" 
Eastern Cottontail 
Eastern Chipmunk 
Woodchuck 
Eastern Gray Squirrel 
Fox Squirrel 
Red Squirrel 
Beaver 
White- footed Mouse" 
Meadow Vole" 
Muskrat 
Red Fox 
Gray Fox 
Black Bear 
Raccoon 
Long-tailed Weasel 
Striped Skunk 
White-tailed Deer 

Biology Department 
Austin College 

Sherman, TX. 75091 
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Reptiles and Amphibians, 1991 Foray 

Lynn Barnhart 

CLASS AMPHIBIA 
Order Caudata - Salmanders 

Red-spotted ewt, Eft ( otophthalmus viridescens viridescens) - One newt was 
found along Cheat River near camp. One eft was found near camp. 
orthern Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus fuscus fuscus) - Only one was 
reported 

Mountain Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus ochrophaeus) - Common. 
O ld stone quarry on Mackeyville Rd, Blackwater Falls State Park. Minear 
Run, Bull Run, Fernow Experimental Forest Panther Run. 

Appalachian Seal Salamander (Desmognathus monticola monticola) - Common. 
01 Stone Quarry on Mackeyville Rd, Minear run, Panther Run, Big Run, 
Tub Run, Fernow Exp. Forest 

Redback Salamander (Plethodon cinereus) - Minear Run, Panther Run, Blackwater 
Falls State Park. 

Cheat Mountain Salamander (Plethodon nettingi) - One was foun d at Blackwater 
Falls State Park. 

Slimy Salamander (Plethodon glutinosus glutinosus) - Blackwater Falls State 
Park, Panther Run, O lson Bog. old Western Maryland RR grade. 

Wehrle's Salamander (Plethodon wehrlei) - Common at Blackwater Falls State 
Park. 

orthern Spring Salamander (Gyrinophilus porphyriticus prophyriticus) - Minear 
Run, Blackwater Falls State Park, old Western Maryland RR grade. 
orthern Red Salamander (Pseudotriton ruber ruber) - Blackwater Falls State 
Park, Horshoe Run near Camp Horseshoe. 

Green Salamander (Aeneides aeneus) - Found off Bull Run Rd near Barbour 
County line. 
orthern Two-lined Salamander (Eurycea bislineata bislineata) - Rock Quarry on 
Mackeyville Rd, Minear Run, Panther Run. 

Longtail Salamander (Eurycea longicauda longicauda) - Minear Run and near 
camp. 

Order Salienta - Toads and Frogs 
Eastern American Toad (Rufo americanus american us) - Minear Run, Fernow 

Experimental Forest Holly Meadows Rd, and at camp. 
Fowler's Toad (Rufo woodhouseii fowleri) - Holly Meadows Rd and at camp. 

orthern Spring Peeper (Hyla crucifer crucifer) - Pifer Mountain Rd, Fernow 
Forest Blackwater Falls State Park, Co. Rd 21, Olson bog. Holly Meadows 
Rd, and at camp. 

Grey Treefrog (Hyla versicolor complex) - Minear Run, Fernow Forest O lson 
Bog. Holly Meadows Rd and at camp. 

Mountain Chorus Frog (Pseudacris brachyphona) - ear study plot on 
Backbone Mt 

Bullfrog (Kana catesbeiana) - Ponds and slough near camp. 
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Green Frog (Rana cIamitans melanola) - Cheat River, Olson Bog. at camp. 
Wood Frog (Kana sylvatica) - Found at Blackwater Rattlesnake den, Blackwater 

Falls State Park, Panther Run. 
Pickerel Frog (Kana palustris) - Fernow Experimental Forest old Maryland 

Western RR grade. 
CLASS REPTILIA 
Order Testudines - Turtles 

Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina serpentina) - Canaan Valley, and 
pond at camp. 

Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina) - One on Limestone Mt 
Painted Turtle (Chrysemys sp.) - at camp pond 
Stinkpot Turtle (Sternotherus odoratus) - at camp pond 

Order Squamata - Uzards and Snakes. Sub-order Serpentes - Snakes 
orthern Water Snake ( erodia sipedon sipedon) - Cheat R at St George, Clover 
Run, and at camp pond 
orthern Redbelly Snake (Storeria occipitomaculata occipitomaculata) - O lson Bog 
and Canyon Run Rim Rd 

Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis) - Bull Run Rd, Old Western 
Maryland RR grade, Dolly Sods, Olson Bog. Blackwater Rattlesnake den., 
D.O.R near camp. 
orthern Ring-neck Snake (Diadophis punctatus edwardsii) - O lson Bog. Old 
Western Maryland RR grade, D.O.R on Rt 219 near parsons. 

Black Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta) - D. O. R at Bretza, Rt 219 at Backbone 
Mt, Holly Meadows Rd, rest area at St George, Holly Meadows Rd 

Eastern Milk Snake (Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum) - Bull Run Rd, near 
camp, D.O.R near Assembly of God Chruch. 

Timber Rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus) - One each at Dolly Sods and Olson 
Bog. 

Sincerest thanks to all those persons who helped in looking for reptiles and 
amphibians: Charlie Baer, Ashton Berdine, Chris Broyles, Beth and Jim Bullard, 
Eleanor Bush, Virginia Cronenberger, ancy Eddy, Jay Fox, Matt Fox, LeeJay 
Graffious, Daniel Grafton, Karl Haller, Seth HilL Jeremiah Hunter, Pat Hurley, Kate 
Myrna, Bart Paxton, Roberta Quattlebaum, Miki Rakay, Bob Richardson, Ben 
Satterwhite, Marta Steemstra, Andy Sundelin, Fritz and Pat Temple, Elsa 
Thompson, Gordon Vujevic, Jo Wood, and Julie Zickefoose. 

124 Muskingum Dr. 
Marietta OR 45750 
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1991 Foray Weather Report 
Theresa Arre 

Day 
June 15 16 17 18 
Precip. (inches) 0 0 0.34 Trace 
Min. temp (F) 44 54 64 63 
Max. temp (oF) 86 87 87 83 
Avg. eel humidity (%) 70 78 79 75 
Avg. wind speed (mph)2.9 4.3 2.5 4.3 

19 
0 
60 
83 
70 
2.7 

20 21 
0 0 
60 60 
86 87 
66 61 
2.5 3.1 

District Wildlife Biologist 
Cheat Ranger District 

P.O. Box 368 
Parsons, WV 26287 

1991 Foray Participants 
Camp Kidd, Parsons, WV 

Ken Anderson, Charlie Baer, Ralph Belt Ashton M Berdine, AR (Jay) Buckelew, 
Jr., Jim Bullard, Dr. Kyle Bush, Dr. Robert Chamberlain, E.R Pete Chandler, Clifford 
Coon, Chip Chase, Joe Doherty, Greg Eddy, Lee Etzler, Marshall Etxler, Jay Fox, 
Matt Fox, Tom Fox, Lejay Graffious, Bill Grafton, Daniel Grafton. 

George Halt Karl Haller, Seth (Sch.) Hilt Mel Hooker, Roger Hummet Jeremiah 
(Sch,) Hunter, George Hurley, Pat (Sch.) Hurley, Tom Hurley, Dr. Gene Hutton, 
Ben Kif{ Joe Kinney, Oran Matthey, Bill Murray, Bart Paxton, Daniel Perry, Charlie 
Pierce, Joe Rieffenberger, Bob Richardson, Bob Rine, Martin Rudy, Art Rybeck, Ben 
(Sch.) Satterwhite, Carl Slater, Bill Smith, Andrew Sundelin, Fritz Temple, Andy 
Thompson, Bill Thompson, IlL Gordon Vujevic, Roy Ward, Dr. John Weimer, Leon 
Wilson, Elmer Worthley. 

Betty Baer, Chris Broyles, Beth Bullard, Eleanor Bush, Sarah Chamberlain, Libby 
Chandler, Carolyn Conrad, Dorothy Conrad, Helen Conrad, Linnie Coon, Ginnie 
Cronenberger, Fran Doherty, Fannie Dreisinger, ancy Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Janice 
Emrick, Constance Etzler, Chloe Etzler, Dawn Fox, Harriet Gilbert, Jocelyn 
Godwin, Helen Ann Graffious, Emily Grafton, JoAnn Graham, Mary Groome. 

Shirley Halt Harriett Hooker, Virginia Bly Hoover, Anne Hurley, Reba Hutton, 
Virginia Johnson, Marjorie Keatley, Maxine Kif{ Josephine Kinney, evada Laitsch, 
Polly Matthey, Carrie Mullens, Loretta Mullens, orma Murray, Kate (Sch.) Myrna, 
Pierce, Ivarean, Betty Pugh,. Ann Pyle, Roberta Quattlebaum, Miki Rakay, Wilma 
Richardson, Mary M Rieffenberger, Carroll Rudy, Siv. Rybeck, Marta (Sch.), Jo 
Lane Stern, Juanita Slater, Pat Temple, Maxine Thacker, Annalea Thompson, Elsa 
Thompson, Jade Thompson, Judy Ward, Betty Weimer, Josephine Wood, Caroline 
Wilson, Jean Worthley, Julie Zickefoose. 

Sch. = Scholarship 
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FIELD NOTES 

SUMMER SEASON 
JUN&AUGUST,1991 

Jim Phillips, Editor 
900 Reynolds Ave. 
Princeton, WV 24740 

The contributors who make note ofthe weather reported the summer o£1991 as 
very dry. Most also discussed high temperatures in the region. The lack of heavy 
rains and the abundance of food seemed to benefit nesting species. A few birds 
seemed to be out of their normal range. Several contributors noted that our bird 
populations are changing. either because of natural successi~n ?r drastic ma~made 
changes such as road construction, wetland drainage and buildmg construction. On 
the positive side-two Peregrine Falcon chicks hatched and fledged in Grant County 
(OM). Other individuals of this species were seen in the state. 

Grebes through shorebirds - Pied- billed Grebes with young were observed at 
Blennerhassett Island. Wood Co. (MBq and Apple Grove, and Mason counties 
(TI). This species was also reported in South Charleston, Kanawha Co. (HG) in 
early August There were late and early reports of Double-crested Cormorants in 
the state. Hullet Good had one on the Kanawha River on June9, and one was seen in 
Jackson Co. on August 29 (MBq . Great Blue Herons were found during July and 
August in Cabell (Tn, Kanawha (HG), Mercer and Summers (JP) counties. Great 
Egrets seemed to be a bit more evident Sightings came from Wood Co. mostofJune 
and August(MBq and Mercer Co. OB) in August Green- backed Herons seemed to 
be where expected and in usual numbers. A Black-crowned Night-Heron spent 
most of August in the Sand Creek area of Wood Co. (MBq . The only known nesting 
colony in the region is the one with 22 nests near Elkton, Virginia (RBq. A Yellow­
crowned Night-Heron was seen in St Albans, Kanawha Co. (A V) in early July. 

Canada Geese and Mallards continue to be the dominant waterfowl in the region. 
There were mixed reports on the nesting success of Wood Ducks. Unusual was a late 
June sighting of Blue-winged Teal from Blennerhassett Island (MBq. A Black 
Vulture was seen near Ravenswood. Jackson Co. (MBq in early June and three 
adults and one sub-adult were seen near Russellville, Fayette Co. (GB) on June 27. 
Turkey Vultures seemed to be doing well along the major streams in the state. The 
only report for Ospreys came from the Blennerhassett Island hacking site (MBq. 
An immature Bald Eagle was present in Pleasants Co. in July (MBq . Little or no 
mention was made of accipiters and buteos. George Breiding observed a Sharp­
shinned Hawk on Gaudineer Knob, Pocahontas Co. on July7. As mentioned above, 
two Peregrine Falcons were fledged in Grant Co. this summer. These were the first 
since 1949. Peregrine pairs were also noted in Pendleton Co. and the ew River 
Gorge (OM. OK) . 

Ruffed Grouse seem to be holding their own. Wild Turkeys continue to do well 
The only reports for N. Bobwhites came from Upshur (VH), Wood (MBq, 
Kanawha (HG), Mason, Wayne and Cabell (TI) counties. There were few Killdeer 
reports. Both yellow legs and Solitary Sandpipers were being seen by the end of the 
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period Spotted Sandpipers were found during the summer at Burnsville and 
Sutton, Braxton counties (HG), Summers CO. OP) and along the Gauley River, 
Fayette Co. (OM) . 

Cuckoos through warblers- Mixed reports were received in regards to cuckoos. 
Ralph Bell still believes they have moved into areas of gypsy moth infestation 
(Perhaps this would be a good research pro ject). Igou considered cuckoo numbers 
to be normal while Breiding considered them to be down in numbers. In Summers 
County, a few were seen in early summer. In mid to late season, there was an 
abundance of tussock moth caterpillars in the Pipestem area Black- billed Cuckoos 
suddenly appeared and remained for several weeks OP). Eastern Screech Owls 
were reported from Monongalia, Pocahontas (GB), Upshur (VH), Wayne (TI), 
Mercer and Summers OP) counties. Barred Owls were found in Wayne (TI), Mercer 
and Summers counties OP). Several people commented on migrating Common 
Nighthawks by the third week of August The only summer populations seemed to 
be in Morgantown, Monongalia Co. (GB) and Princeton, Mercer OP) County. Three 
Whip-poor-wills were heard near Peterstown. Monroe CO. OB), and this species 
was cons idered common in Grant and Pendleton (OM) counties. Almost everyone 
else who even mentioned this species considered it to be scarce. Chimney Swifts 
seemed to do well in most areas. As usual some folks reported good numbers of 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, while others were concerned with low numbers. 
Several observers mentioned Belted Kingfishers. 

Most of the woodpeckers seemed to be doing well George Breid ing felt that 
Hairy Woodpeckers may be on the increase. The only report for Red-headed 
Woodpecker was a male defending a territory in Fayette Co. (OM) . Breiding. again 
found Olive-sided Flycatchers along the boardwalk in Cranberry G lades, Poca­
hontas County. He also located one along the Highland Scenic Highway, Poca­
hontas Co. about five miles from Rt 219. He thought he heard a Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher in the virgin spruce area of Gaudineer Knob in late May but could not 
relocate the bird in June. Breeding bird surveys indicated an increase in Acadian 
and Least Flycatcher populations in north eastern West Virginia (RB) . Other 
flycatcher populations in other parts of the state seemed to be down with the 
possible exception of Willow Flycatchers. They were reported in 1ercer OP), 
Mason, Cabell (TI) and Wood (MBq counties. Fazio reports an expansion of this 
species into southern Ohio. 

Tom Igou was the only contributor to report Horned Larks. Most observers 
reported good nesting success for the swallows. Purple Martins were found in 
Fayette (A V), Kanawha (HG) and Upshur (VH) counties. The birds in Upshur Co. 
were nesting in both martin and bluebirds nest boxes. Ralph Bell reported an 
increase in his local colony. Tree Swallows were reported from Braxton (HG), 
Cabell Wayne, Mason (TI), Kanawha (A V) and Summers OP) counties during the 
summer. There was little mention of N. Rough-winged Swallows. A large colony of 
Bank Swallows was located near Sand Creek, Wood Co. (MBq and Igou found a 
colony in Ohio across the river from the Greenbottom Swamp. Cliff Swallows were 
located in Beech Fork State Park, Wayne Co. (TI) and near Bartow, Pocahontas (A V) 
County. Barn Swallows seemed to do well during the season. 

Common Ravens were found where expected-Randolph, Pocahontas (GB), 
Summers, Mercer, Monroe OP) and Grant (OM) counties. Rather out of range were 
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some near Cabin Creek, Kanawha (A V) County. Since it was late in the season, 
these were probably birds that had wandered in from the eas t A Black-capped 
Chickadee on Spider Ridge, Wood Co. (MBC) in late August may have been an 
early migrant. Jim Brown saw a Bewick's Wren in Pearisburg, Va in August Eastern 
Blueb irds seemed to nest well throughout the regio n. Several contributors noted a 
scarcity of Wood Thrushes in our area one ofthe o the r th rushes were mentioned 
George Breiding considered Gray Catbirds to be down in numbers again. 
Loggerhead Shrikes were foun d in two locations near Pete rstown, Monroe Co. 
during the season OB). 

Few contributors commented on the vireos. Those that d id, seemed to be fi nding 
these birds in suitable habitats but numbers were not d iscussed Tom 19ou found 
Blue- winged Warb lers in Mason, Cabell Wayne and Putnam counties. Blue­
winged and Golden- winged Warblers are both found in Pipestem State Park, Sum­
mers County. The Blue- winged has become mo re com mon in the last five to seven 
years OP) . Northern Pa ru la Warb lers were found over most of the regio n. Yellow 
Warb lers seemed fairly common. Chestnut-sided Warblers were reported for 
Wood (MBq and Summers OP) counties. Black-throated Green Warblers were 
present in early June in Kanawha State Forest, Kanawha Co. (A V) . Yellow-throated 
Warblers were found along the ew OP), Kanawha (HG) and Ohio (T1) rivers. Pi ne 
War blers were found in several locations. umbers seemed to be down for Black­
and-whi te Warblers, O venbirds and Louisiana Wa terthrushes. 

The only reports for Prothonotary Warblers came from Boaz (GB) and 
Blennerhassett Island (MBq both in Wood County. The ew River birds could not 
be located There were a few reports of Worm-eating Wa rb lers. Swainson' s 
Warblers were considered to be common along the G auley River (DM) and G eorge 
Breiding considered them to be holding their own in Fayette and icholas Counties 
where he has monitored the population since 1982. Several contributors located 
Mourning Warblers at Cranberry Glades and along the Highland Scenic Highway, 
Pocahontas County. A few Kentucky Warblers were found, and there were mixed 
feelings about the status of Hooded Warblers. Hullet G ood was the only one to list 
the Yellow- breasted Cha t as common. 

Tanagers through finches - Several people mentioned Scarlet T an.age rs, but no 
one found Summer Tanagers. Hullet Good had a male Scarlet Tanager with an 
orange head in his yard Ralph Bell noted an increase in Rose- b reas ted G rosbeaks. 
Blue Grosbeaks reports were restricted to Wirt (MBq, Cabell Wayne, Mason, 
Putnam and Jackson (Tf) counties. Little was noted concerning sparrows. In 
southern West Virginia. Field Sparrows seemed to be fairly low in numbers OP) . 

Common Grackles and Brown-headed Cowbirds seemed to do well during the 
season. Some folks felt that Red-winged Blackbirds did not do as well The Ho use 
Finch population continues to grow at a rapid rate. Allegheny Vistas reports that 
Pine Siskins may have nested at Snowshoe Resort, Pocahontas Co. during June. 

Contributors - Ralph Bell (RB), George Breiding (GB), Jim Brown OB) , Vic 
Fazio (VF) , Hullet Good (HG), Virginia Bly Hoover (VH), Tom 19ou (T1), Don 
Kodak (DK) , Donna Mitchell (DM), Mountwood Bird Club (MBq, Rockingham 
Bird Club (RBq and Allegheny Vistas (A V) . 

38 T HE REDSTART - JANUARY, 1992 

Book Reviews 

Ravens in Winter by Bernd Heinrich. 1991. Vintage Books, Ra nd om House, ew 
York 379 pp., illustrated with line drawings and figures, $12.00 paperback. 
(O riginally published by Simon and Schuster, ew York in 1989). 

Relatively few scientists succeed in communicating their id eas to the general 
public in an entertaining and und erstandable style as well as the y succeed in the 
p recise demands of scientific writing for professional journals. In the field of animal 
behavior, one immediately thinks of iko Tinbergen's " Curious laturali sts" and 
Konrad Lorenz's "King Solomon's Ring" as exceptional works that stimulated the 
general reader and promoted an understanding of the subject among educated 
readers. To these works we can now add Bernd Heinrich's " Raven s in Winter."In a 
lively, richly descriptive style, Heinrich shares a field research project that he and 
his friends and graduate student" raven maniacs" carried out over four cold 
Maine winters. 

Heinrich had noticed that Common Ravens, which feed on animal carrion in the 
winter, apparently advertise the location of large carcasses, attracting large groups 
of Ravens to share the food bonanza. From an evolutionary point of view, it doesn't 
make sense for an animal to share a valuable resource unless some kind of benefit is 
received in return. Heinrich set out to answer the obvious question: why do Ravens 
share? Many hypotheses occurred to Heinrich, and the answers to some questions 
led to new questions. Do large groups of Ravens keep larger predators and 
scavengers away from the bait carcasses he put out? Is danger at the bait shared? Is 
there improved vigilance for predators? What is the purpose of the various 
vocalizations made by Ravens? What ages are represented in the winter flocks? Do 
Ravens share information about food sources at winter roosts? Do Ravens lead car­
cass opening animals to large carrion with intact skin with their loud calls? Do 
groups of juveniles overwhelm the defense of food by dominant territorial 
Ravens? 

In the course of answering these questions, Heinrich and his Raven" maniacs" put 
out thousands of pounds of bait carcasses and carefully observed the behavior of 
Ravens at the bait. Heinrich was the first to successfully capture and mark large 
numbers of Ravens. He also recorded Raven vocalizations and was able to interpret 
the purpose of " yells" and" quorks." One marvels at the sacrifices made by Heinrich, 
who spent many cold nights in a poorly heated cabin in Maine far from his Vermont 
home, deserting his family on weekends and every holiday in order to carry out his 
studies. Friends and neighbors contributed dead cows, deer, and other animals, and 
numerous road kills were scavenged for the always hungry Ravens. These animals 
had to be carried on foot up a steep hill to his converted summer cabin. 

Heinrich's descriptions of Maine winter scenes and the Raven behavior and 
those of other birds are clearly drawn in charming, IUfid prose. In some places, 
especially in the early chapters, the discussion of hypotheses and observations 
seems somewhat chaotic, only because Heinrich leads the reader through the same 
process, muddled at times, that he went through to sort out his various idea But 
gradually the reader is drawn towards the interesting conclusion drawn from his 
careful field work. This is not dry stuff. "Ravens in Winter" can be read for its good 
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nature writing as a source of inspiration for further studies in animal behavior, or 
for the valuable information on the Common Raven the book provides. 

A.R Buckelew Jr. 
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87. 90, 115. 118 
Hairy, 12, 23. 48, 56, 82. 86, 87. 90, 93. 94, 118 
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West Virginia Birds by George Hall .. . . . ... . . .. ........ . ....... . ...... . . $20.00 
The High Alleghenies by J. Lawrence Smith . ... . . .. . ....... . ........... . $15.00 
Dozen Birding Hotspots by George Harrison. Autographed . . .... . ......... $10.95 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed (Softback) .... 510.35 
The Birds of Winter by Kit and Geo rge Harrison ........ . ........... . ... . 518.50 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by . Bayard G reen and Thomas K Pauley 
............................. . ............................. . . ... .... 512.00 

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICA nONS 
0. 1, 1986 Birds of the Lower Ohio River Valley in West Virginia 
by Kif£ Igou, Slack, and Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 1.00 
0. 2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia 
edited by AR Buckelew Jr .. .......... . .... . ....... ...... . ... .. . ...... $1.00 

Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car .. ........ . ...... . . $1.00 
Bumper Tag - BBC ................................... . .. . ........ .. .. . 51.00 
BBC Shoulder Patch .............................. . .................... 51.50 
BBC License Plate .......................... . ................ . ......... $2.00 

Add $2.00 for postage per order. 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 
Original papers in the field of natural history are published in the Redstart Papers 

are judged on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. 
Scientific accuracy is most important and to this end an Advisory Board, selected by the 
Editorial Staf£ will review submitted papers. Papers should be typeWTitten, double 
spaced on one side of the paper only. Clarity and conc iseness of presentation are very 
important 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
The Brooks Bird Club is a non-profit organization whose objective is to encourage 

the study and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership 
includes subscriptions to the REDSTART and MAILBAG and entitles one to all the 
privileges offered by the Club. Classes of membership are: Student, $5.00; IndividuaL 
514.00; Family $17.00; Sustaining. 525.00; Life, 5200.00. Checks should be WTitten 
payable to the Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood Avenue, Wheeling. West 
Virginia 26003. 


