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Supplement III to the List of 
West Virginia Birds 

George A. Hall 

In 1983 the list of bird species known for West Virginia totalled 304, including two 
extinct species. (HalL 1983). In addition there were 14 species considered to be 
Hypothetical. Species included on the Regular List met a set of formal criteria (HalL 
1983:21). Species that are probably correctly rl!ported but do not meet the criteria 
are placed on the Hypothetical List 

Since 1983 a number of new species have been reported to occur in the state. This 
paper summarizes these new additions. Four new species have been added to the 
Regular List, one species moved from the Hypothetical List to the Regular List, and 
five added to the Hypothetical List The Regular List now has 309 species and the 
Hypothetical List 18. 

NEW SPECIES FOR THE REGULAR LIST 

Marbled Godwit (Limaa fedaa) 
Accidental migrant One was found near Hamlin, Lincoln County by T. Igou on 

August 8,1986 and was later seen by several other observers (Igou, 1986). A second 
record was made by W. Argabrite at Ashton, Mason County, on August 5, 1987. 
(Argabrite, 1988). Argabrite's photo of this bird was published in the cited 
paper. 
Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteri) 

Forster's Tern had been carried on the Hypothetical List (HalL 1983) on the basis 
of three sight records. Since 1983 this tern has become more common in the East, 
and it is now reported more frequently than the Common Tern (Sterna Izinlllda). 
There have been a number of additional sight records in the state. The species is 
now transferred to the Regular List on the basis of a published photograph by M 
Griffith (Amer. Birds, 43:398 [1989]). 
Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphanls rufUS) 

The first reported occurrence of the Rufous Hummingbird in the state was one at 
Parsons, Tucker County, on October 9, 1988. This bird remained at that station until 
at least January 13, 1989. (Hutton et al. 1989). It was photographed by E. E. Hutton 
with photos published in The Redstart, 56:39 (1989) and Amer. Birds, 43:231 
(1989). After publication of this record an earlier occurrence was reported from 
Monroe County, September 21, 1988 (AIm, 1989). Both of these birds occurred 
shortly after Hurricane Gilbert had swept across the southeast in the fall of 1989, 
one was seen at Kingwood, Preston County, on September 24, by Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Elliot (HaIL 1990). More records are to be expected of this western species, which 
has been turning up in the east with increasing frequency. 
Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarcillls cillcrascells) 

R Dean and W. L Hershberger observed an Ash-throated Flycatcher in Jefferson 
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County on December 15,1990 while taking their Christmas Count A full documen­
tation of the record was made and photographs were taken (Dean and 
Hershberger, 1991). 

It is worth noting here that on this unusually late date any bird of the genus 
Myiarclllls seen in our area is much more likely to be this species than to be a Great 
Crested Flycatcher (A{ crillitllS). Indeed any birds of the general lvfyiarclzlls and 
ElIlpidollax found in West Virginia after mid-October should be carefully examined 
as they are most probably representatives of one of the western species. 
Smith's Longspur (Calcarills pictlls) 

A Smith's Longspur was found near the Gallipolis Locks in Mason County on 
April 5, 1987 by W. Argabrite (Argabrite, 1988). The bird remained for several days 
and was photographed and was seen by several observers. The occurrence followed 
a severe snow storm which swept across the southern part of the state, and 
grounded a large number of migrants. The photograph published in the cited paper 
is hardly identifiable, but an identifiable photo is on file. 

ADDITIONS TO THE HYPOTHETICAL LIST 
Ahinga (Alllzillga I1Izlzillga) 

Peter Zurbuch of the West Virginia D.N.R reported seeing an Anhinga on the 
Tygart's Valley River at Elkins in September1990 (Zurbuch, illlitt.). The circumstan­
ces of the sighting were favorable, and the descriptive details convincing. Zurbuch 
is familar with the Double-crested Cormorant (Pizalacrocorax allritlls) the only 
species with which an Amhinga could be confused. 
Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata lIlaglli{iccllS) 

A Magnificent Frigatebird was seen over the Ohio River in Cabell County on 
September 29,1988 by W. Tolin of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and M. Zeto of 
the West Virginia DNR (Tolin, 1989). This occurrence was just after the passage of 
Hurricane Gilbert, and there were also records from Cherokee Lake, Tennessee, 
September 24 and Wytheville, Virginia, October 13 (Hall, 1989). 
Northern Hawk Owl (5zmzia 1I1111a) 

A Hawk Owl was seen in Monroe County on December 9,1985 by Glen Betler. 
The bird was apparently present for some time after this sighting (G. Flouer, pers. 
com.). This record has never been published other than noted in American Birds. 
(HalL 1986). 
Bell's Vireo (Vireo helli i) 

W. Argabrite and A. Thorn saw a Bell's Vireo at the Glenwood Swamp (Green­
bottom W.M.A), Cabell County on May 2,1987 (Argabrite, 1988). The distinctive 
song of this species was apparently not heard. This observation of a difficult to 
identify species does not meet the requirements for addition to the Regular List 
Baird's Sparrow (AlIl1IlOdralllllS bairdii) 

George Breiding reported seeing a Baird's Sparrow in the West Virginia Univer­
sity Forest, Preston County, on October25, 1984. (Breiding, 1985). Even though this 
bird was not only out of range but also in atypical habitat the details submitted are 
convincing and the observer had previous experience with the species. 
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------------------------------------------------~----------

Peregrine Falcons Nest In West Virginia 

Craig Stihler 

Numerous rock cliffs suitable for nesting Peregrine Falcons occur in the moun­
tains and along major rivers in West Virginia. There is little doubt that nesting 
Peregrine Falcons were more numerous and widespread in historic times than the 
few well documented eyries would indicate. Nonetheless, the detrimental effects of 
DDT and related pesticides took their toll in the Mountain State just as in the 
remainder of the eastern United States, and by 1965 the species was considered 
extinct in the East. 

The Peregrine Fund, a private organization, was founded with the mission of 
reintroducing the Peregrine Falcon back into its historic range after DDT was 
banned in the early 1970's. Several state and federal agencies took part in this 
recovery effort, and in 1987, West Virginia's Division of Natural Resources 
Nongame Wildlife Program (WVDNR) personnel released three captive-hatched 
Peregrine chicks into the wilds of the New River Gorge using hacking procedures 
developed and refined by The Peregrine Fund. In a cooperative effort of the 
WVDNR and the Monongahela National Forest (MNF), 50 additional chicks were 
released from 1988 to 1990. Four hack sites were in operation during this period; 
three were located on the MNF in Grant and Pendleton counties, and the fourth was 
located on the John Nuttal Estate in the New River Gorge, Fayette County, the site of 
the 1987 releases. 

The first organized attempt to locate returning falcons was" Cliffwatch 1990," 
when nearly 45 volunteers assisted the WVDNR with this project. Several sightings 
were made of single Peregrine Falcons, and one non-breeding pair, an adult male 
and a sub-adult female, was observed on North Fork Mountain in Pendleton 
County. 

Cliff monitoring in early spring 1991 proved to be more rewarding. Hundreds of 
hours of observations, including over 40 people taking part in "Cliffwatch 1991" 
resulted in locating three Peregrine Falcon pairs. Two pairs claimed territories on 
North Fork Mountain, one in Grant County and the other in Pendleton County; the 
third pair resided in the New River Gorge. Of these three, only the Grant County 
pair was successful in fledging young in 1991. 

The pair in the New River Gorge consisted of a sub-adult female and an adult 
male. These birds were monitored weekly by New River Gorge National River 
personnel and did not attempt to breed in 1991. Although the bird's activities seem 
to be concentrated in the vicinity of the hack site, birds believed to be the same pair 
were observed as far away as Grandview State Park In addition to this pair, a 
sub adult male released in 1990 at the New River Gorge hack site was found injured 
near Fayetteville on March 23,1991. The bird had been shot and hvo pellets were 
lodged in its leg. The bird was taken to the West Virginia Raptor Rehabilitation 
Center in Morgantown and treated for its injuries. The bird recovered well and on 
April 4 was released back into the Gorge. 
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The Pendleton County pair consisted of two adult birds. The female had silver 
bands on both legs and the male had two black leg bands. The presence of two bands 
indicates that both birds were released during the hacking program. The pair nested 
on a narrow ledge protected by overhanging rocks approximately 18 feet below the 
top of the cliff. The nest was not visible from any observation point along the cliff 
face. Unfortunately, while the female was incubating eggs, the male's behavior 
suggested that he may have been injured. By May 4 the female had abandoned the 
nest, and the male was not seen at the site. On May 7 the clutch of three eggs was 
removed from the nest. The eggs measured52.1 x42.6 mIll, 51.5 x43.5 mm, and54.7 
x 41.8 mm The eggs will be shipped off for analyses of pesticide content and for 
measurement of eggshell thickness. The female remained in the vicinity of the nest 
site for several weeks following the loss of her mate, but was not observed when the 
site was visited on July 26. 

The pair in Grant County was comprised of two adult birds. The male had two 
black bands indicating that it was a hacked bird, but the female appeared to have a 
single band which suggests that she was a "wild" bird. This pair also chose a nest site 
that was difficult to observe without unduly disturbing them Instead, the status of 
the nest had to be inferred from the behavior of the parent birds. In April, biologists 
suspected that the pair was incubating a clutch of eggs, but it was not until May 25 
that four downy chicks were observed on the nest ledge. 

On June 7 the chicks were banded by Craig Stihler (WVDNR) and Craig Koppie 
(U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). Upon reaching the nest ledge approximately 55 
fee~ below the top of the rock outcrop, only two chicks were found, and there was no 
evidence of the other two chicks. Koppie estimated the young birds to be approx­
imatelv23 days of aGe. Each chick was banded with two bands: a black anodized U.S. _ _ 0 

Fish and Wildlife Service band on the left leg and a black band engraved with a four 
character alpha-numeric code on the right leg. To identify these chicks, at least 
temporarily, each USFWS band was color coded white over red using colored 
plastic tape. By July 6 the young birds had fledged, but they remained in the area At 
least one fledgling and two adults were observed the following week, and one 
juvenile and one adult were observed in the vicinity on July 26. Both pairs on North 
Fork Mountain were monitored at least weekly by Donna Mitchell, Bill Roady, Craig 
Stihler, and Jack Wallace. 

Additional Peregrine Falcons were observed in spring and summer 1991. Birds 
were sighted along North Fork Mountain and in the North Fork River Valley, the 
New River Gorge, the Bluestone Gorge, the Blackwater Gorge, and along the West 
VirGinia/VirGinia state line in Hardv and Pendleton counties. Because numerous o 0 _ 

potential nesting Sights occur in the Mountain State, the assistance of birders across 
the state is needed to adequately monitor our increasing Peregrine population. 
Please report allPeregrine Falcon sightings to: Peregrine Sighting. WV Division of 
Natural Resources, P. O. Box 67,Elkins, West Virginia 26241. 
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Our Mountain Top Barn Swallows 

Jo and Ray Ashworth 

Excitement prevailed at our mountaintop Elkview, West Virginia farm in 1987 
when barn swallows finally nested in our open-door barn. After the swallows left for 
South America in the fall, we tore down the nest. In the spring the swallows 
returned and built new nests in the barn. We enjoyed seeing the young on utility 
lines; being fed by parents, sometimes in mid-air; but by seven 0' clock in the even­
ing. they would all disappear, we didn't know where. 

The next year on June 20, 1989, the barn swallows returned and built an 
additional nest under the eaves of our cabin. The adult swallows appeared to be very 
happv because of the plethora of mud after a very rainy spring. The nest was on a 
vertical surface, in the shape of a half-cone, and required about five days to build. 
The adult swallows used layers of mud, mixed with grass to construct the nest. We 
didn't know how many eggs had been laid. 

By July 2, both parents were sitting. changing duties frequently. The eggs hatched 
by July15 and the chicks were fed byboth parents. The first few days we saw parents 
carrying away the fecal sacs, but by July 27, the young were turning around and 
depositing their droppings over the edge of the nest. We could count four bills 
peeping over the nest. The next day we counted six bills. The parents were very 
busy taking turns in feeding the hungry ones. At last on July 31, a rainy day, two of 
the braver babies decided to heed their parents call and fly. Neither got too far. One 
landed on the ground and the other made it to a chain-link fence. Both parents 
continued to encourage and fed regularly. 

On August 2, we could still see five bills in the nest. August 4 turned out to be a 
real bird-watching circus. At three p.m, three of the young flew from the nest, but 
there were still four young visible in the nest! How could this be, we had already 
seen three flyaway? At7 p.m, there were two young in the nest, three were on the 
roof and the other two were presumably exploring their new environs. By9:15 p.m 
all seven young were back in the nest. The young swallows continued to use the nest 
for resting and sleeping until August 9. That was the last night we saw them all 
together. 

Additional information on the lives and habits of barn swallows are available 
from Bent (1963) whose observations closely parallel ours. 

REFERENCE 

Bent, A C. 1963 Life Histories of North American Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows, and 
their Allies. Dover Publications, Inc. New York, 449 p. 
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The 1990 Christmas Bird Count 

Leon P. Wilson 

There were nineteen areas reporting this year, the same as 1989. There was one 
less count from Pennsylvania, and one additional from Ohio. The weather was mild 
for all counts. 

The European Starling. as usual was the most frequent sighting. and had an 
increase of over 11,000 over last year's total. The reports also indicated an increase 
in the number of Canada Geese, American Crows, Mourning Doves, and Rock 
Doves in the Greatest Numbers category. On the other hand, there was a decrease in 
the numbers of House Finches, House Sparrows, Northern Cardinals, Mallards, 
and Blue Jays. 

One change was made in the tabulation of the chickadees for the Greatest 
Number list Previously, they have been totaled as two different species, plus the 
five or six hundred that are listed as" chickadee, sp." This year, the combined total of 
all chickadees reported is listed as "Chickadee, sp." and as such appears on the 
Greatest Number list The individual species are still listed as reported under each 
area count 

The House Finch count dropped for the second year in a row, while the Eastern 
Bluebird and Carolina Wren both showed a substantial increase in numbers. 

Outstanding were the 170 Eastern Screech-Owls reported by Wheeling (WV), 
the Peregrine Falcon sighted on the Clarksville (PA) count, and the first ever sight­
ing of an Ash-throated Flycatcher in West Virginia, observed (and photographed) 
near Shenandoah Junction, West Virginia by the Charleston (WV) group. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
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European Starling 
American Crow 
Mourning Dove 
Rock Dove 
Dark-eyed Junco 
House Finch 
House Sparrow 
Northern Cardinal 
Chickadee, sp. 
Mallard 
Canada Goose 
Blue Jay 

GREATEST NUMBER OBSERVED 

32,188 
7,614 
6,234 
5,733 
4,455 
3,550 
3,290 
3,094 
2,996 
2,742 
2,565 
2,099 
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OBSERVED ON ALL COUNTS 

I. Mourning Dove 10. Carolina Wren 
2. Red-bellied Woodpecker II. European Starling 
3. Downy Woodpecker 12. Northern Cardinal 
4. Northern Flicker 13. Song Sparrow 
5. Blue Jay 14. White-throated Sparrow 
6. American Crow 15. Dark-eyed Junco 
7. Chickadee, sp. 16. House Finch 
8. Eastern Tufted Titmouse 17. American Goldfinch 
9. White-breasted Nuthatch 18. House Sparrow 

OBSERVED ON ONE COUNT ONLY 

I. Horned Grebe 1 II. Golden Eagle 1 
2. Green-backed Heron 1 12. Peregrine Falcon 1 
3. Mute Swan 2 13. Bonaparte's Gull 11 
4. Green-winged Teal 3 14. Ash-throated Flycatcher 1 
5. Northern Pintail 1 15. Gray Catbird 1 
6. Northern Shoveler 1 16. Water Pipit 1 
7. Redhead 1 17. Palm Warbler 1 
8. Oldsquaw 1 18. Vesper Sparrow 1 
9. Common Goldeneye 3 19. Northern Oriole 1 

10. Osprey 1 

P.O. Box 105 
Ona, WV 25545 
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1989 Christmas Bird Counts 

AREA OF COUNT 

Count No. 

Number of Species 
Number of Individuals 

Pied- billed Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Great Blue Heron 
Green- Backed Heron 
Mute Swan 

Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Green-winged Teal 
American Black Duck 

Mallard 
Northern Pintail 
Northern Shoveler 
Gadwall 
American Widgeon 

Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Oldsquaw 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 

Hooded Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
duck, sp. 
Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 

Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 

accipiter, sp. 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
buteo, 

116 

1 

36 
4188 

15 

239 

2 

1 

2 

57 
4618 

5 

15 

220 
3 

23 

682 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

3 

67 
7524 

5 

206 
3 

10 

115 

1 

1 

7 

8 

1 

2 

4 

1 
30 

4 

48 
3112 

1 

1 

154 

1 

94 

2 
1 

1 

2 

5 

30 
136 

1 

1 

16 

1 

6 

55 
4836 

1 

3 

7 

114 

1 
1 

6 

11 

7 

54 
3176 

3 

1 

35 

1 

3 
2 

2 
12 
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8 

40 
4943 

33 

3 
1 

5 

9 

73 
6598 

1 

1 

15 

6 

97 
14 

3 

18 

170 

2 

1 

6 

1 
2 

2 

3 
17 

10 

64 
13492 

10 
1 

122 

97 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

1 
52 

1 
1 

00 
u'" 
c ;:: 
o , 
e:i 0\ _N "" . c v 
" '"' 0..0 

11 

57 
4206 

4 

2 

2 

26 

60 

2 

1 

16 

12 

27 
602 

1 

1 

135 

18 

7 

13 

63 
2809 

1 

10 

169 

13 

112 

6 

1 

3 
2 

56 
5 

1 

2 
1 

3 
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.:: 
;5 

14 

55 
4583 

3 

590 

299 
1 

1 

1 

3 
7 

1 

49 
1 

2 

15 

61 
5135 

7 

365 

35 

155 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 
8 

2 

16 

48 
6009 

215 

12 

1 

2 

11 

2 

17 

60 
4757 

2 

6 

2 

7 

238 

1 

1 

1 

6 

25 

18 

51 
5149 

1 

121 

4 

36 

1 

4 

13 

117 

19 

62 
21148 

5 

2 

49 

3 

263 

2 
15 
69 

26 
.. 5 

1 
2 
2 

14 



AREA OF COUNT 

Count No. 

Golden Eagle 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 
Peregrine Falcon 
Ring-necked Pheasant 

Ruffed Grouse 
Wild Turkey 
Northern Bobwhite 
American Coot 
Killdeer 

Common Snipe 
Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Bonaparte's Gull 
gull, sp. 

Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 

Short-eared Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Empidonax, sp. 

Eastern Phoebe 
Ash-throated Flycatcher 
Horned Lark 
Blue Jay 
American Crow 

Fish Crow 
Common Raven 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Carolina Chickadee 
chickadee, sp. 

118 

1 

4 

1 

67 
37 

170 

5 

12 
2 
1 

2 

15 
2504 

5 
87 

8 

2 

5 

10 
41 

4 

2 
1 

568 
504 

2 

3 
1 

22 
4 

45 
9 

36 
29 

5 

95 
105 

188 

3 

16 
1 

4 

45 
21 

26 

414 
739 

2 

1 

4 

26 

39 
2 

23 
7 

1 

45 
223 

1 

39 
49 
12 

4 

5 
1 

1 
6 

410 
158 

3 

9 

25 
11 

2 

2 

96 
117 

3 
154 

5 

8 

1 

1 

4 

2 
1 
1 

7 

4 

5 

6 

17 

6 

2 

449 
272 

9 
8 
1 

4 

18 
30 

1 

42 
5 

40 
13 

3 

335 
148 

166 

7 

7 

7 

2 

5 

48 
73 

2 

1 

13 

18 
3 

24 
21 

1 
17 

114 

5 
7 

27 
27 
14 
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8 

7 

1 

128 
115 

1 

15 

25 
4 

12 
1 

37 
90 

36 
54 
46 

9 

45 

1 

54 

21 
734 

18 
2 

3 

9 
1 

30 
7 

74 
11 
18 
25 

5 

54 
337 
624 

201 

10 

56 

37 

5 

9 

1304 
738 

10 

3 

14 
1 

60 
4 

104 
20 
55 
28 

1 

2 

254 
299 

173 
227 

11 

1 
15 

2 
16 

3 

3 

122 
216 

5 
1 

8 

8 
1 

34 
3 
4 

12 

1 

493 
74 

662 

27 
66 

12 

28 
2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

16 
22 

17 

13 

1 

24 
99 

1 

1 

199 
17 

4 

1 

4 

10 
5 

54 
6 

46 
16 

5 

41 
118 

1 
35 
79 
56 
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.9 

is 

14 

15 

2 

2 

7 

2 

95 
278 

5 
4 

3 

4 

28 
2 

41 
3 
4 

6 

157 
246 

85 
44 

124 

_ 0 
.::::: 0'1 

..c '" 0 .... , 
~ ... 0 

" '" .~ ~ 
:::0 

15 

43 

2 
24 

58 

1 
43 
11 
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AREA OF COUNT 

Count No. 

Eastern Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 

House Wren 
Winter Wren 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Eastern Bluebird 

Hermit Thrush 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 

Water Pipit 
Cedar Waxwing 
Loggerhead Shrike 
European Starling 
Yellow-romped 

Palm Warbler 
Northern Cardinal 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
American Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 

Field Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Red-winged Blackbird 

Eastern Meadowlark 
Rusty Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Northern Oriole 

120 

1 

37 

11 

18 

13 

5 

48 

453 

74 
1 
6 

45 

21 

51 

1 

2 

141 

57 
4 

107 

1 

36 
4 

25 

99 

35 

36 

646 
6 

131 
35 

5 

161 

48 

49 

3 

64 

23 
5 

45 

1 

16 
2 

39 

1 

85 

10 
2 

3172 

320 
1 

19 

7 
1 

81 

1 
147 

69 
532 

3 

2 

5 
10 

4 

118 
2 

50 

11 

9 

42 

1 
14 

6 

907 

100 
1 

6 

1 

38 

7 

55 

1 

5 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

30 

14 

4 
3 

4 

3 

3 

6 

133 

55 
3 
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1 

45 

94 

11 
98 

54 
1 

2 

1791 
15 

145 
84 

13 

122 

8 
61 

90 

25 

7 

42 

25 
5 

38 

1 
4 

1 
31 

7 

61 

2 

3 
1169 

161 

5 

12 

42 

6 

103 
22 

574 

41 

45 
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AREA OF COUNT 

Count No. 

Purple Finch 
House Finch 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
Evening Grosbeak 

House 

1 

79 
1 

11 

136 

2 

5 
200 

17 
56 

69 

'Observed during count week, but not on count day. 
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Brooks Bird Club Sorties: 1966 to 1990 

Brooks Bird Club Sorties are intensive studies made of the birdlife and plants of a 
West Virginia natural area annually. The Sortie is used to study areas that are unsuit­
able for a Foray, either because no camp is available to house the larger number of 
participants of a Foray, or because the area to be studied is relatively small or inac­
cessible. Because many Sorties have been published only after the passage of 
several years, the following index of Sorties has been prepared to facilitate reference 
to them 

INDEX OF BROOKS BIRD CLUB SORTIES 

Year Place Redstart Reference 
1966 Kanawha State Forest 35(2):66-75 
1967 McClintic Wildlife Station 38 (3) :90-99 
1968 Cedar Creek State Park 39 (2) :52-60 
1969 Beech Fork State Park 39(3):94-101 
1970 No Sortie 
1971 McClintic Wildlife Station 41 (3) :94-100 
1972 North Bend State Park 40 (3) :82-90 
1973 Big Ugly, Lincoln County 42(2):70-80 
1974 Harrisville, Richie County 42(1):2-59 
1975 Kanawha State Forest 44(4) :107-110 
1976 No Sortie 
1977 Waiteville, Monroe County 46(2):72-82,100-101 
1978 Hungry Beech, Roane County 52(2):64-70 
1979 Mountwood Park, Wood County 54 (2) :55-62 
1980 Blue Creek, Kanawha County 52 (3) :84-95 
1981 Handley Hunting and Fishing Area 54(4):140-148 
1982 Shot Cherry, Spruce Knob 58 (3) :79-97 
1983 Tomlinson Run State Park 51(4):130-137 
1984 Red Creek-Dolly Sods, Tucker County 52(4):105-123 
1985 Kumbrabow State Park 57(4):83-93 
1986 Panther State Forest not published 
1987 Shot Cherry, Spruce Knob 58 (3) :79-97 
1988 Greenland Gap, Grant County 56(3):61-75 
198<} Nathaniel Mountain Hunting Area 57 (3) :62-72 
1990 Seneca State Forest 58(2):47-60 
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Banding News 

Ralph Bell, Editor 
R.D. 1, Box 229 

Clarksville, P A 15322 

Clarksville, Pa - I feel than the Brown-headed Cowbird is the main cause (at the 
present time) for the apparent decline of many migrant songbirds that winter in the 
tropics and nest in North America 

During the period (1973-1900), when 1680 female cowbirds were captured and 
disposed of here in our yard, a total of 1683 male cowbirds were banded and 
released alive. These males can then bring in any newly arriving females- otherwise 
most would never find the feeders and the white millet that they love to eat. Prac­
tically all female cowbirds are captured between mid- March and" mid-May with the 
peak around mid- April. 

My Jefferson, Pennsylvania, Breeding Bird Survey route has been "run" since 
1966. The start of the route is one mile away and ends approximately 16 miles south 
of here. Captured female cowbirds were not disposed of until 1972, giving a six year 
un- biased data base. From 1973 through 1990, all captured female cowbirds were 
disposed of (a total of 1680 birds). A federal permit is required to do this. The last six 
years data (1985-1990) is used for comparison. 

BIRDS RECORDED ON JEFFERSON, PA. BBS 
Average Number Reported 

Species 1966-1971 1985-1990 
Acadian Flycatcher 8.5 12.5 
Willow Flycatcher 6.6 22.0 
Wood Thrush 10.6 16.5 
White-eyed Vireo 2.3 4.1 
Yellow-throated Vireo 1.8 4.1 
Warbling Vireo 5.6 7.8 
Red-eyed Vireo 8.8 26.8 
Yellow Warbler 17.3 30.8 
Yellow-throated Warbler 0.0 2.6 
Prairie Warbler 2.8 2.5-
Cerulean Warbler 3.1 3.8 
Redstart 0.0 4.1 
Kentucky Warbler 2.8 5.6 
Common Yellowthroat 16.3 27.5 
Yellow-breasted Chat 24.3 14.6-
Scarlet Tanager 4.1 8.3 
Northern Oriole 10.0 12.8 
Brown-headed Cowbird 12.8 9.6-
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The average number of birds per year recorded on the BBS route is given for each 
period. The increase of most species is quite evident. The Prairie Warbler and Chat 
did decrease, but they both require similar habitat that is decreasing. Note that the 
number of cowbirds per year also decreased. 

The Brown-headed Cowbird is apparently increasing every year. Five million 
were estimated on the Pine Prairie, Louisiana, Christmas Bird Count on December 
26, 1989, and that is only a fraction of the total number of cowbirds ready to cause 
havoc with our colorful songbirds each summer. 

In an 1980 article by D. M. Scott and C. D. Ankney (Fecundity of the Brown­
headed Cowbird in southern Ontario, Auk 97: 677-683), it was estimated the 
average female cowbird lays about40 eggs per year in an eight week laying season. 
Considering this cowbird problem, along with the destruction of their prime winter 
habitat, fragmentation of forests on their breeding grounds, the many predators, 
windows, automobiles, buildings and additional hazards during migration, the 
long-term outlook for many Neotropical migrants is far from bright. 

Ralph K Bell 
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FIELD NOTES 

SPRING SEASON 
MARCH, APRIL 
AND MAY 1991 

James D. Phillips, Editor 
900 Reynolds Ave. 
Princeton, WV 24740 

The early part of the season was cool and wet. The middle of the season warmed 
but still provided a good bit of precipitation, and by the time of the end of the season, 
everything was dry and temperatures seemed more appropriate for late summer. 
Reports for waterfowl and shorebirds seemed pretty good in the second half of 
March. Some shorebirds were missed, probably due to high water during their 
movement. A number of the passerine migrants were evident in late April and 
earlv May. 
L~ons through Waterfowl- Common Loons were noted as early as April 4 (TI) 

on the Ohio River, Mason Co. and as late as May4 OP) on Bluestone Lake, Summers 
Co. Pied- billed Grebes were found over most of the region during the entire period. 
The only report for Horned Grebes came from Barbour Co. on March 10 (KB). 
Double-crested Cormorants were present in Wood Co. (MBC) from March 2 to 
April 27. At least half a dozen were on the Greenbrier River at Lowell, Summers Co. 
on May 19 OP). Igou observed a Least Bittern at Ashton, Mason Co. in late May. 

Great Blue Herons had returned to Barbour Co. by March 1 (KB), and most areas 
had this species during the season A nest with young was observed on Grape 
Island, Wood Co. (MBC) on April28. Green- backed Herons were back by late April 
An immature Black-crowned Night-Heron was observed on Bluestone Lake, 
Summers Co. on May 4 OP). 

As usual most anyone near water reported plently of Canada Geese. Wood 
Ducks had returned to most of the state by the first week of March. Some areas 
reported good numbers, others did not comment either way. V. B. Hoover reported 
a hen with twelve young in Upshur Co. on May 17. The earliest date for Green­
winged Teal was in Barbour Co. on March 8 (KB). Other areas found this species a 
week or two later. The early date for Blue-winged Teal was March 19 in Mason Co. 
(TI). The only report for N. Shovelers was in Mason Co. on March 19 (TI). The only 
Gadall reported was one on a pond near Auto, Greenbrier Co. on March 8 (DP). 
Most observers noted a movement of Ring-necked Ducks and Lesser Scaup 
through the region during the second week of March. Perry reported a flock of 156 
Ring-necked Ducks on Lake Sherwood, Greenbrier Co. on March 8. A female 
Bufflehead on Bluestone Lake on May 4 was unusual OP). Also, a female Hooded 
Merganser was unusual on the Bluestone River, Summers Co. on May 7 OP). A 
Ruddy Shelduck was present in Williamstown, Wood Co. from April 1 to the end of 
the period (MBC). 

Raptors through terns - A Black Vulture seen near Rockport, Wood Co. on 
March 23 seemed out of his normal range (MBC). Turkey Vultures had returned to 
most of their normal haunts by early March. Four Turkey Vultures were seen 
circling the roost at the mouth of the Bluestone River, Summers Co. on March2 OP). 

THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1991 127 



By the middle of the month as many as 84 were seen in the same vicinity. Ospreys 
were seen over most of the region by late April- early May. The earliest record was 
in Wood Co. (MBC) on March 31. March sightings of Bald Eagles included 
Summers (BB, RA), Greenbrier (DP), Cabell (TI), Wood (MBC). and Pleasants (CS) 
Counties. The only report for N. Harriers came from across the line in Ohio OE). 
Several reporters commented on Red-shouldered Hawks. Hullet Good found a 
Red-tailed Hawk nest near the Charleston city limits. The early date for Broad­
winged Hawks was Aprilll in Wood Co. (MBC). 

A Rough-legged Hawk was reported in early March at the Stony River Dam. Tom 
Igou found an adult Golden Eagle atthe Green Bottom Swamp, Cabell Co. on May7. 
One was also seen near Bull Falls, Summers Co. on May4 (BM). The only mention 
of Ruffed Grouse was that their numbers were reduced in Barbour Co. (KB). Wild 
Turkeys continue to do well and are extending their range. The only reports for N. 
Bobwhites came from Mason Co. (TI) and Kanawha Co. (HG). Based on field notes 
received during the last several years, this species seems to be pretty well gone from 
West Virginia 

Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs passed through the region from mid-March to late 
April Solitary Sandpipers and most of the "peeps" were present from late April to 
early May. Spotted Sandpipers seemed to appear in some numbers in early April 
Common Snipe were present during most of the period. American Woodcock put 
on quite a display in Mercer Co. during the first half of March OP). Bonaparte's 
Gulls were reported from Mason (TI), Fayette (HG) and Wood (MBC) counties. 
Most areas with any bodies of water nearby produced Ring- billed Gulls at some 
time during the season. Herring Gulls were found in Cabell (TI) and Wood (MBC) 
counties. Common Terns were noted in Wood (MBC) and Summers OP) counties 
the first week of May. 

Cuckoos through Warblers - There were mixed feelings about the cuckoos. 
Ralph Bell thinks they may have moved to areas of gypsy moth concentration. 
Eastern Screech- Owls were mentioned for Cabell (TI), Barbour (KB), Summers and 
Mercer OP) counties. Great Horned Owls were reported for Barbour (KB), 
Kanawha (HG) and Mercer (JP) counties. Barred Owls were located in Mercer and 
Summers (JP) counties. Short- eared Owls were found across the line in Ohio (CS). 
Common Nighthawks were seen in Parkersburg, Wood Co. (MBC) on March 1. 
This was an early date since most areas did not report the species until late April A 
Whip-poor-will was heard near Oakvale, Mercer Co. in late April OP), no one else 
reported this species. Chimney Swifts returned by the first week of April Tom Igou 
felt that their numbers were reduced. Unusual were some seen in Wheeling, Ohio 
Co. in late February (FT). 

Ruby-throated Hummingsbirds were back by the third week of April Belted 
Kingfishers were not mentioned by many reporters. The only West Virginia report 
for Red-headed Woodpeckers were two in Cabell Co. (TI). Ralph Bell reported one 
in his area of Pennsylvania but says they have become scarce. The last date for a 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was in Wood Co. (MBC) on April 25. The other wood­
peckers seemed to be in normal numbers. Eastern Phoebes seemed to return on 
time, but most of the other flycatchers seemed to be about a week to ten days late. 
The only report for Alder Flycatchers came from Cabell Co. (TI). Willow Flycatchers 
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were reported from Cabell (TI) and Wood (MBC) counties. 
Tree Swallows were sighted by the end of March and most of the other swallows 

were found by the second week of April The only mention of Cliff Swallows was 
those resting in Beech Fork State Park, Cabell Co. (TI). A Purple Martin colony was 
noted near French Creek, Upshur Co. (VH). Most reporters considered this species 
to be scarce. Common Ravens nested on the Brush Creek Nature Conservancy 
Preserve, Mercer Co. OP). A Black-capped Chickadee was noted in Wood Co. 
(MBC). Bill Beatty noted that he had banded 73% Black-capped and 27% Carolina 
Chickadees in Ohio County. It is usually the other way around. 

The late date for Brown Creeper was April 13 in Wood Co. (MBC). The only 
report for Sedge and Marsh Wrens came from Cabell County (TI). House Wrens had 
returned to some areas by mid-April Both kinglets seemed to travel through the 
region in good numbers. The early date for Blue-gray Gnatchatchers was through 
on time, but Wood Thrushes seemed to be down in numbers in a couple of 
areas. 

White-eyed Vireos returned during the second week of ApriL Solitary Vireos 
seemed to be a bit late, not returning to most areas until late-April Yellow- throated 
and Warbling Vireos seemed to be more on time. Red-eyed Vireos had returned to 
southern West Virginia by the first week of April OP). Other areas noted this species 
a week or so later. There seemed to be a push of warblers during the second week of 
April and then another push about a month later. Blue-winged Warblers seem to be 
on the increase in Summers Co. (JP). It will be interesting to see what happens with 
the Golden-winged Warblers, which have been more prevalent in the past. This 
would be a good area for future study. Several reporters noted fewer Tennessee 
Warblers. Nashville Warblers seemed more common along the Ohio River (TL 
MBC). Northern Parula Warblers seemed to be in pretty good shape. Many of the 
northern warblers seemed to be missed. Yellow-throated Warblers were found in 
good numbers. An early Blackpoll Warbler was seen in Wood Co. on April 14 
(MBC). There were mixed feelings about the status of the Black-and-white 
Warbler. Swainson's Warblers were noted in Wood Co. (MBC), and they were 
found nesting in at least two locations in Cabell Co. (TI). Worm-eating Warblers and 
Ovenbirds seemed in lower numbers, and Louisiana Waterthrushes were definitely 
down in numbers. There were mixed feelings about Kentucky and Hooded 
Warblers. Yellow-breasted Chats seemed to be in their usual haunts. 

Tanagers through Finches - Both tanagers arrived where they were expected by 
late ApriL Rose-breasted Grosbeaks had returned by the first week of May. Tom 
Igou considered Blue Grosbeaks fairly common in Cabell, Wayne and Mason coun­
ties. The only other report for this species came from Bull Falls on New River in 
Summers Co. OP). Indigo Buntings had returned by the first week of May, but 
several reporters considered them to be in lower numbers than usuaL 

Not much mention was made of sparrows. Lincoln's Sparrows were noted for 
Wood (MBC) and Cabell (TI) counties. Some reporters noted a decrease in Field 
Sparrows. Grasshopper and Savannah Sparrows were noted in a few areas, but as 
West Virginia returns to forest, we may notice a decline in these species. Both orioles 
appeared where expected. House Finches continue to do well across the region. 
Unusual were Purple Finches in Cabell Co. in mid-May (Tl). Pine Siskins were still 
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present in Summers Co. the first week of May OP). A couple of areas reported Even­
ing Grosbeaks still present the first week of May. 

Contributors - Richard Altare (RA), Bill Beatty (BB), Ralph Bell (RB), AR Jay 
Buckelew Jr. OB), Kyle Bush (KB), Janice Emrick OE), Vic Fazio (VF), Hullet Good 
(HG), Virginia Bly Hoover (VH), Tom Igou (TI), Ben Markell (BM), Mountwood 
Bird Club (MBC), Daniel Perry (DP), Carl Slater (CS) and Fritz Temple (FT). 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

Ornithological Books for Sale 

Birds of Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood .................................. $ 2.00 
A Field Guide to Bird's Nests by Hal H Harrison Autographed ............. $14.75 
Field Guide to Western Bird's Nests by Hal H Harrison ................... $11.00 
Birds of North America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer. 

Popular field guide, excellent color illus., range maps, field marks. Autographed . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Hardback $11.85 Softback $ 9.00 

West Virginia Birds by George Hall ..................................... $20.00 
The High Alleghenies by J. Lawrence Smith ............................. $15.00 
Dozen Birding Hotspots by George Harrison. Autographed ................ $10.95 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed (Softback) .... $10.35 
The Birds of Winter by Kit and George Harrison ......................... $18.50 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by N. Bayard Green and Thomas K Pauley 
.................................................................... $12.00 

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICATIONS 
No.1, 1986 Birds of the Lower Ohio River Valley in West Virginia 

by Kiff, Igoll, Slack, and Wilson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 1.00 
No.2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia 

edited by AR Buckelew Jr ............................................ $1.00 
Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car ................... $1.00 
Bumper Tag - BBC .................................................... $1.00 
BBC Shoulder Patch ................................................... $1.50 
BBC License Plate ..................................................... $2.00 

Add $2.00 for postage per order. 

REDST ART EDITORIAL POLICY 
Original papers in the field of natural history are published in the Redstart Papers 

are judged on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. 
Scientific accuracy is most important and to this end an Advisory Board, selected by the 
Editorial Staf£ will review submitted papers. Papers should be typewritten, double 
spaced on one side of the paper only. Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very 
important 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
The Brooks Bird Club is a non-profit organization whose objective is to encourage 

the study and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership 
includes subscriptions to the REDSTART and MAILBAG and entitles one to all the 
privileges offered by the Club. Classes of membership are: Student, $5.00; IndividuaL 
514.00; Family 517.00; Sustaining, 525.00; Life, 5200.00. Checks should be written 
payable to the Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood Avenue, Wheeling, West 
Virginia 26003. 


