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Seneca State Forest Sortie - Area Survey 
A Kyle Bush 

The Sortie for 1990 was held in Pocahontas County, named for the Indian 
princess, from June 12-17th. The organizer for the Sortie was George Hurley. The 
headquarters was in Seneca State Forest in the rustic cabins No. 6-7 located on the 
Greenbrier River at the foot of Micheal Mountain. Seneca State Forest came about as 
the result of land purchased by the West Virginia Game and Fish Commission in 
1924. The purpose was to create a timber and wildlife preserve for future 
generations. Between the years of1934-37 campsites, roads, Seneca Lake, and rustic 
cabins were constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

The area of study consisted of a circle running from Marlinton on the west 
through Frost on Route 84 to the Virginia line. Dunmore on Route 92 was the start of 
the northern limit extending to RimeL then on Route 12 to Sitlington through to 
Stony Bottom and Route 9 to Clover Lick and from here by Route 1 to Edray, which 
marked the western boundary on the north, then south on 219 to Marlinton. 

The surface of Pocahontas County is for the most part rugged and mountainous. It 
is drained primarily by the Greenbrier River, which lies between a series of even­
crested short ranges and gaps. The crests rise rather uniformily to an elevation of 
3400 feet and are for the most part capped by Bera conglomerates of the 
Poccono Series. 

Our campsite::; were at the base of Micheal Mountain, which has an elevation of 
3,652 feet. It is part of the Browns Mountain anticline, which reaches its greatest 
altitude at Micheal Mountain bringing the White Medina quartzite to the surface on 
the crests of the ridges. 

The Singing Male Census plots were laid out under the supervision of William 
Smith. There were three such plots. The first was on the Allegheny TraiL the second 
on the Black Oak TraiL and the third along the drainage of Seneca Lake. All were on 
Micheal Mountain. 

Ann Pyle and Reba Pfalzgraf were in charge of the Breeding Bird Surveys with ten 
mile runs. Gene Hutton and Gordon Vujevic were in charge of the Herbaceous 
plants. Virginia Johnson was responsible for the Singing Male Census, and Tom Fox 
was responsible for the bird list 

The bird list was gathered from the Breeding Bird Survey, the Singing Male 
Census, and from individual reports from those attending the Sortie. The total 
number of bird species reported was 95. 

Those attending were Cindy Ellis, Greg Eddy, Virginia Johnson, Gordon Vujevic, 
Neveda Laitsch, Mike Mills, Tom Fox, Ann Pyle, Arline Thorn, William Smith, Judy 
Ward, James Bullard, Beth Bullard, Reba Pfalzgraf, E.E. Hutton, George Hurley, and 
A Kyle Bush. 

Two unusual plants were found on Marlin Mountain, the Philadelphia lilly and 
the Allegheny vine. 

#5 Bush Ave. 
Philipp~ W.Va. 26416 
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The 1990 Sortie Bird List 

Thomas R Fox 

The total number of species found at the Seneca State Forest Sortie was ninety­
five, which was surprisingly low. Noticeably absent were raptors and grassland 
species, but it was pleasant to find the Blackburnian Warbler, a Neotropical migrant, 
in oak forest on the ridge tops. 

1. Common Loon - Rare. G. Hurley found one near Marlington, probably an 
injured bird. 

2. Green-backed Heron - Rare. Only two found on BBS runs. 
3. Wood Duck - Rare. 
4. Black Vulture - Rare. Four spotted over Clover Lick 
5. Turkey Vulture - Common. 
6. Red-shouldered Hawk - Uncommon. 
7. Broad-winged Hawk - Rare. 
8. Red-tailed Hawk - Rare. 
9. Ruffed Grouse - Common. 

10. Wild Turkey - Common. 
11. Killdeer - Rare. 
12. Rock Dove - Rare. 
13. Mourning Dove - Common. 
14. Black-billed Cuckoo - Rare. None found on BBS runs or Singing Male Census 

plots. 
15. Eastern Screech-Owl- Rare. 
16. Barred Owl- Rare. No special effort was made to find owls. 
17. Whip-poor-will Rare. 
18. Chimney Swift - Common. 
19. Ruby-throated Hummingbird - Uncommon. None found on BBS. 
20. Red-bellied Woodpecker - Rare. 
21. Downy Woodpecker - Common. 
22. Hairy Woodpecker - Uncommon. 
23. Northern Flicker - Common. 
24. Pileated Woodpecker - Uncommon. 
25. Eastern Wood-Pewee - Common. 
26. Acadian Flycatcher - Common. 
27. Willow Flycatcher - Rare. One found on BBS. 
28. Least Flycatcher - Common. 1.5 birds found on V. Johnson's study plot. 
29. Eastern Phoebe - Common. 
30. Great Crested Flycatcher - Common. 
31. Eastern Kingbird - Rare. Unusual considering the amount, of what appeared 

to be, excellent habitat 
32. Purple Martin - Rare. 
33. Tree Swallow - Rare. 
34. N. Rough-winged Swallow - Rare. 
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35. Barn Swallow - Common. This swallow was the only one found on the BBS 
runs. 

36. Blue Jay - Common. 
37. American Crow - Common. 
38. Common Raven - Common. 
39. Black-capped Chickadee - Common. 
40. Tufted Titmouse - Uncommon. 
41. Red-breasted Nuthatch - Rare. Found mostly in the white pine plantations. 
42. White-breasted Nuthatch - Common. 
43. Brown Creeper - Rare. Found only in white pine plantations. 
44. Carolina Wren - Common. 
45. House Wren - Common. 
46. Golden-crowned Kinglet - Rare. Found only in white pine plantations. 
47. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - Common. 
48. Eastern Bluebird - Uncommon. 
49. Veery - Rare. Heard near the fire tower in the Forest. 
50. Wood Thrush - Common. Found on all study plots. 
51. American Robin - Very Common. 
52. Gray Catbird - Common. 
53. Northern Mockingbird - Rare. 
54. Brown Thrasher - Uncommon. 
55. Cedar Waxwing - Common. 
56. European Starling - Common. 
57. White-eyed Vireo - Rare. 
58. Solitary Vireo - Common. 
59. Yellow-throated Vireo - Uncommon. 
60. Red-eyed Vireo - Very Common. 
61. Golden-winged Warbler - Rare. 
62. Northern Parula - Common. 
63. Yellow Warbler - Rare. 
64. Chestnut-sided Warbler - Uncommon. 
65. Black-throated Blue Warbler - Uncommon. 
66. Black-throated Green Warbler - Common. 
67. Blackburnian Warbler - Rare. It was interesting to find them in oak forest, 

quite different from the spruce forest where we usually find them. 
68. Pine Warbler - Uncommon. 
69. Cerulean Warbler - Rare. Found on two of the study plots, but found at only 

two stops on the BBS. 
70. Black-and-White Warbler - Common. 
71. American Redstart - Uncommon. 
72. Worm-eating Warbler - Rare. 
73. Ovenbird - Common. 
74. Louisiana Waterthrush - Rare. Only hvo found on BBS. 
75. Kentucky Warbler - Rare. Only one found on BBS. 
76. Common Yellowthroat Common. 
77. Hooded Warbler - Common. 
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78. Yellow-breasted Chat - Rare. 
79. Scarlet Tanager - Common. 
80. Northern Cardinal- Uncommon. 
81. Rose-breasted Grosbeak - Uncommon. found on two of the Singing Male 

Censuses and also reported on the BBS. 
82. Indigo Bunting - Very Common. 
83. Rufous-sided Towhee - Common. 
84. Chipping Sparrow - Very Common. 
85. Field Sparrow - Common. 
86. Song Sparrow - Uncommon. 
87. Dark-eyed Junco - Rare. 
88. Red-winged Blackbird - Common. 
89. Eastern Meadowlark - Common. 
90. Common Grackle - Common. 
91. Brown-headed Cowbird Uncommon. 
92. Northern Oriole - Uncommon. 
93. House Finch - Rare. 
94. American Goldfinch - Common. 
95. House Sparrow - Uncommon. 
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The 1990 Sortie Breeding Bird Surveys 
Ann Pyle and Reba Pfalzgraf 

A total of 1039 individual birds of 72 species were recorded on the four surveys 
during the 1990 Sortie at Seneca State Forest Each survey began at about a half­
hour before sunrise and consisted of 20 stops of three minutes each to record all 
birds seen or heard. Each run was ten miles. 

Run 1 was on Rt. 92 N./Hill Rd. (49 species); Run 2 Sitlingham Rd./Rt. 28 N. (48 
species); Run 3 Clover Lick/Linwood Rd. (51 species); and Run 4 Gordon Dilly 
Loop (45 species). Average number of species per run was 48 birds. 

TABLE 1 
NUMBER OF BIRDS BY SPECIES 

Species 
Green-backed Heron ............... . 
Turkey Vulture .................... . 
Red-shouldered Hawk .............. . 
Broad-winged Hawk ............... . 
Ruffed Grouse .................... . 
Wild Turkey ...................... . 
Killdeer .......................... . 
Mourning Dove ................... . 
Red-bellied Woodpecker ........... . 
Downy Woodpecker ....... " ...... . 
Pileated Woodpecker .............. . 
Yellow-shafted Flicker .............. . 
Eastern Wood-Pewee .............. . 
Acadian Flycatcher ................. . 
Willow Flycatcher ................. . 
Least Flycatcher ................... . 
Great Crested Flycatcher ........... . 
Eastern Phoebe .................... . 
Barn Swallow ..................... . 
Blue Jay .......................... . 
American Crow ................... . 
Common Raven ................... . 
Black-capped Chickadee ............ . 
Tufted Titmouse ................... . 
Red-breasted Nuthatch ............. . 
White-breasted Nuthatch ........... . 
Brown Creeper .................... . 
Carolina Wren .................... . 
House Wren ...................... . 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher .............. . 
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Number 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 

18 
1 
2 
2 
3 

18 
12 

1 
8 

10 
24 
36 

6 
95 
13 
15 
16 

1 
4 
1 
3 

20 
7 

Stops Present 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

16 
1 
2 
2 
3 

17 
10 

1 
5 
9 

15 
8 
6 

44 
10 
15 
15 

1 
4 
1 
3 

15 
5 
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Species 
Eastern Bluebird ................... . 
Wood Thrush ..................... . 
American Robin ................... . 
Gray Catbird ...................... . 
Northern Mockingbird ............. . 
Brown Thrasher ................... . 
Cedar Waxwing ................... . 
European Starling ................. . 
Solitary Vireo ..................... . 
Yellow-throated Vireo .............. . 
Red-eyed Vireo .................... . 
Golden-winged Warbler ............ . 
Northern Parula Warbler ........... . 
Yellow Warbler .................... . 
Chestnut-sided Warbler ............ . 
Black-throated Green Warbler ....... . 
Pine Warbler ...................... . 
Cerulean Warbler .................. . 
Black-and-White Warbler ........... . 
Worm-eating Warbler .............. . 
Kentucky Warbler ................. . 
Hooded Warbler .................. . 
American Redstart ................. . 
Ovenbird ......................... . 
Louisiana Waterthrush ............. . 
Common Yellowthroat ............. . 
Yellow-breasted Chat .............. . 
Scarlet Tanager .................... . 
Northern Cardinal ................. . 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak ............ . 
Indigo Bunting .................... . 
Rufous-sided Towhee .............. . 
Chipping Sparrow ................. . 
Field Sparrow ..................... . 
Song Sparrow ..................... . 
Red-winged Blackbird .............. . 
Eastern Meadowlark ............... . 
Common Grackle .................. . 
Brown-headed Cowbird ............ . 
Northern Oriole ................... . 
American Goldfinch ............... . 
House Sparrow .................... . 
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Number 
7 

40 
70 
14 

1 
4 
7 

33 
3 
2 

74 
1 
6 
5 
4 
5 
1 
2 
6 
1 
1 
7 
2 

26 
2 

20 
4 

32 
5 
2 

62 
31 
30 
21 
25 
35 
10 
25 
17 

3 
48 
19 

Stops Present 
4 

32 
39 
14 

1 
3 
5 

10 
3 
2 

46 
1 
6 
5 
4 
5 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
6 
2 

21 
2 

15 
4 

26 
5 
2 

45 
23 
20 
15 
23 
15 

9 
9 
7 
2 

24 
8 
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TABLE 2 
10 MOST ABUNDANT SPECIES 

Species 
American Crow ................... . 
Red-eyed Vireo .................... . 
American Robin ................... . 
Indigo Bunting .................... . 
American Goldfinch ............... . 
Wood Thrush ..................... . 
Barn Swallow ..................... . 
Red-winged Blackbird .............. . 
European Starling ................. . 
Scarlet Tanager .................... . 

Number 
95 
74 
70 
62 
48 
40 
36 
35 
33 
32 

% of Total 
9.1 
7.1 
6.7 
6.0 
4.6 
3.8 
3.5 
3.4 
3.2 
3.1 

Participants in one or more of the surveys included: James Bullard, Kyle Bush, 
Eugene Hutton, Michael Mills, Reba Pfalzgra£ Ann Pyle and Judy Ward. 
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Singing Male Census 

Virginia Johnson 

OAK-MAPLE - Location: West Virginia; Pocahontas Co.; 4.75 miles SW of 
Dunmore; center line begins at 38 18' 55"N; 79 56' 56"W, Clover Lick Quadrangle, 
USGS and extends N. Continuity: New. Size: 6.07 ha = 15.0 acres (110 x660 yards). 
Description of Plot Center line of plot follows the Black Oak hiking trail in Seneca 
State Forest on Thorny Creek Mountain. The dominant canopy trees are Black Oak 
(Quercus velutilla), Red Maple (Acer rubrum), and White Oak (Q. alba). Most 
prominent in the understory are Striped Maple (A pensylvallicum) and Black Gum 
(Nyssa sylvatica). The ground cover is primarily Blueberry (Vaccinium sp.) and 
Teaberry (Gaultheria procumbells). A quantitative survey of the vegetation gave the 
following results: Trees 3-inches diameter and over, based on five 0.1 acre circular 
samples, 158/ acre; total basal area 130.2 sq. ftl acre. Species comprising 92.4% of 
the total number of trees: Black Oak, 28, 8.9, 23.5,40; Red Maple, 80, 25.3,16.3,80%; 
White Oak, 42, 13.3, 11.2, 40; Red Oak (Q. rubra), 16,5.1,9.5,40; Pignut Hickory 
(Carya qlabra), 20, 6.3, 9.5, 60; Black Gum, 14, 4.4, 5, 60; Chestnut Oak Q. prinus), 8, 
2.5,2.3,40; Striped Maple, 14, 4.4, 1.4, 60; Dead, 70, 22.2, 14.5, 100. Figures following 
each species denote number of trees per acre, relative density %, relative 
dominance %, and relative frequency. Trees by diameter size class; A (3-6 in.) 78, 
49.4, 15.6, 12; B (6-9 in.) 80, 25.3, 24, 18.4; C (9-15 in.) 56, 17.7, 44.8, 34.4; 
D (15-21 in.) 22,7,39.6,30.4; E (21-27 in.) 2, .6, 6.2, 4.8. Figures following each class 
show number of trees per acre, relative density, basal area per acre for that class, and 
relative dominance. Shrub stems/ acre 1490; ground cover17%; canopy cover92%; 
average canopy height 88 ft. (range 67-114). Edge: Similar on all sides. Topography: 
Plot fairly level at beginning then sloping downward towards end. Elevation: 3120-
3300 ft Weather: Warm to hot, and breezy. Coverage: June 13-16,1990. All trips 
between dawn and 0840 hours or 1900 and 1930 hours EDT. Total party-hours: 8. 
Census: Red-eyed Vireo, 3 (49,20); Least Flycatcher, 2.5; Eastern Wood-Pewee, 2; 
Black-and-White Warbler, 2; American Redstart, 2; Wood Thrush, 1.5; Scarlet 
Tanager, 1.5; Acadian Flycatcher, 1.5; Yellow-throated Vireo, 1; Black-throated 
Green Warbler, 1; Blackburnian Warbler, 1, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 1; White­
breasted Nuthatch, 1; Chickadee (sp.), 1; Solitary Vireo, 0.5; Black-throated Blue 
Warbler, 0.5; Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 0.5; Ruffed Grouse, +; Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, +; Downy Woodpecker, +; Pileated Woodpecker, +; Great Crested 
Flycatcher, +; Tufted Titmouse, +; Northern Parula, +; Cerulean Warbler, +; 
Ovenbird, +. Total: 26 species; 23.5 territorial males (387/ sq. km, 156/100 acres). 
Visitors: Common Raven, Brown-headed Cowbird. Comments: Two birds heard 
off the plot were Barred Owl and Veery. Census Participants: Jim and Beth Bullard, 
Nevada Laitsch, Michael Mills, Carl Slater (compiler), Gordon Vujevi4 Judy Ward 
Vegetation surveyors: Jim and Betha Bullard, Greg Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Tom Fox, 
Virginia Johnson, Mike Mills, Carl Sister, Arline Thorn, Gordon Vujevic, Judy 
Ward 
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HICKORY-OAK - Location: West Virginia; Pocahontas Co.; 5.3 miles SWof 
Dunmore; center line begins at 38° 18' 40"N; 79° 57' 16"W, W Clover Lick 
Quadrangle, USGS and extends SW. Continuity: New. Size: 6.07 ha = 15.0 acres 
(110 x 660 yards). Description of Plot Center line of plot follows a former ridge-top 
road in an area lumbered in 1927. The road is now the Allegheny Trail on Thorny 
Creek Mountain in the 11,000 acre Seneca State Forest The dominant canopy trees 
are Pignut Hickory (Carya qlabra), and Red Oak (Quercus rubra). Most prominent in 
the understory are Striped Maple (Acer pensylvanicum), and Chestnut (Castanea 
de/ltata). The ground cover is primarily Vacciniulll sp. A quantitative survey of the 
vegetation gave the following results: Trees 3-inches diameter and over, based on 
five 0.1 acre circular samples, 298/acre; total basal area 123.6 sq. ft/acre. Species 
comprising90% ofthe total number of trees: Pignut Hickory, 58, 19.4, 24.4, 100; Red 
Oak, 38, 12.7,21.6,100; Red Maple (A rubrum), 42,14,8.4,100; Chestnut Oak, (Q. 
prinus), 20, 6.7, 8.2, 40; Shagbark Hickory (C ovata), 22, 7.3, 8, 80; Dead trees, 50, 
16.7, 8.8, 100. Figures following each species denote number of trees per acre, 
relative density%, relative dominance %, and relative frequency. Trees by diameter 
size class: A (3-6 in.) 150,50.3,15,12.1; B (6-9 in.) 60,20,18,14.5; C (9-15 in.) 74, 
24.8,59.2,47.8; D (15-21 in.) 12,4,21.6,17.4; F (27-33 in.) 2, .6, 19.8,7.9. Figures 
following each class show number of trees per acre, relative density, basal area per 
acre for that class, and relative dominance. Shrub stems/acre 1410; ground cover 
37%; canopy cover 87%; average canopy height 80 ft (range 63-88). Edge: 
Continues on all sides. Topography: Plot mostly level but dropping in elevation at 
far end. Elevation: 3250-3320 ft Weather: warm, mostly cloudy with a light breeze. 
Coverage: June 13-16,1990. All trips between dawn and 0720 hours or 1945 and 
2050 hours EDT. Total party-hours: 7. Census: Red-eyed Vireo, 5, (82,33); Eastern 
Wood-Pewee,3 (49, 20); Solitary Vireo, 2; Ovenbird, 2; Scarlet Tanager, 2; Least 
Flycatcher, 1.5; Cerulean Warbler, 1; American Redstart, 1; Hooded Warbler, 1; 
Rufous-sided Towhee, 1; Wood Thrush, 0.5; Black-throated Green Warbler, 0.5. 
Total: 12 species; 20.5 territorial males (358.5/sq. krn., 137/100 acres). Visitors: 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Acadian 
Flycatcher, White-breasted Nuthatch, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Blackburnian 
Warbler, Black-and-White Warbler, Rose-breasted Grosbeak Comments: A check 
of the field trips showed most of the birds were plotted on the east side of the ridge. 
Common Ravens were seen and heard flying over the ridge top on all trips. Many 
Chestnut seedlings were found in areas where the vegetation samples were made. 
Census Participants: Tom Fox, Virginia Johnson (compiler), Jud y Ward Vegetation 
Surveyors: Beth Bullard, Jim Bullard, Greg Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Tom Fox, Virginia 
Johnson, Mike Mills, Arline Thorn, Gordon Vujevic, Judy Ward 

MAPLE-PlNE-HEMLOCK FOREST - Location: West Virginia; Pocahontas Co.; 
5.25 miles SW of Dunmore; 38° 18'N, 79° 56'W, Clover Lick Quadrangle, USGS. 
Continuity: New. Size: 6.07 ha = 15 acres (110 x 660 yards). Description of Plot 
Ravine-like mountain stream valley about 50 ft. wide at the bottom. Fairly uniform 
except for an area of nursery plantings 55 years old. Center line of plot was located 
on Thorny Creek Trail in Seneca State Forest The dominant canopy trees are 
Maples (Acer sp.), White Pine (Pi/luS strobus), and Hemlock (Tsuqa canadensis). Most 
prominent in the understory are Rhododendron (Rhodode/ldron maxim zmz) , and 
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Witch-hazel (Hamamelis virginiana). The ground cover is primarily Wood Ferns 
(Dryopteris sp.) and Teaberry (Gaultheria procumbens). A quantitative survey of the 
vegetation gave the following results: Trees 3-inches diameter and over, based on 
six 0.1 acre circular samples, 293/ acre; total basal area 202.9 sq. ft! acre. SpeCies 
comprising 90% of the total number of trees: White Pine, 8, 2.3, 22.5, 60; Hemlock, 
80, 26.7, 19.1, 80; Red Maple (A rubrum), 100, 28.4, 19.8, 60; Sugar Maple (A 
saccharum), 14,4,5.4,20; White Oak (Quercus alba) 46,13.1,8,80; Red Oak (Q. rubra), 
12,3.4,7,80; Black Birch, (Betula nigra), 18,5.1,5.6,20; Black Locust (Robinia pseudo­
acacia), 4, 1.1, 3.6, 40; Dead trees, 28, 7.9, 3.6, 80. Figures following each species 
denote number of trees per acre, relative density %, relative dominance %, and 
relative frequency. Trees by diameter size class: A (3-6 in.) 190, 54, 19, 16.2; B 
(6-9 in.) 102,29,30.6,26.1; C (9-15 in.) 52,14.5,38.4,32.7; D (15-21 in.) 2, .6, 3.6, 3.1; 
E (21-27 in.) 2, .6, 6.2, 5.3; F (27-33 in.) 4,1.1,19.6,16.7. Figures following each class 
show number of trees per acre, relative density, basal area per acre for that class, and 
relative dominance. Shrub stems/acre 2260; ground cover 50%; canopy cover 
87.5%; average canopy height 81 ft (range 45-108). Edge: The forest continues in 
steep terrain except for a park road and small lake adjacent to it. Topography: 
Steepl y sloping. Elevation: 2800-2840 ft. Weather: Clear and moderate. Coverages: 
June 13-16, 1990. All trips between dawn and 0730 or 1815 and 1930 hours EDT. 
Total man-hours: 7. Census: Wood Thrush, 7 (115,47); Acadian Flycatcher, 4 (66, 
27); Solitary Vireo, 4 (66,27); Eastern Wood-Pewee, 2; Red-eyed Vireo, 2; Black­
and-White Warbler, 2; Scarlet Tanager, 2; Black-throated Green Warbler, 1; Black­
throated Blue Warbler, 1; Ovenbird, 1; Hooded Warbler, 1; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 
0.5; Worm-eating Warbler, +; NorthernParula, +; Louisiana Waterthrush, +:Total: 
15 species; 27.5 territorial males (452.9/sq. krn., 183.4/100 acres). Visitors: Barred 
OwL Pileated Woodpecker, Brown-headed Cowbird, Indigo Bunting, Rufous-sided 
Towhee. Comments: Worm-eating Warbler noted only in small ravines angling into 
larger stream bed. Nest Located: Acadian Flycatcher. Census Participants and! or 
Vegetation Surveyors: Beth and Jim Bullard, Greg Eddy, Cindy Ellis (compiler), 
Tom Fox, George Hurley, Virginia Johnson, Nevada Laitsch, Mike Mills, Carl Slater, 
Bill Smith, Arline Thorn, Gordon Vujevic, Judy Ward 

24 Robinson St. 
Uniontown, PA 15401 
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Noteworthy Pla.nts of the 1990 Sortie 

E. E. Hutton Jr. and Reba Pfalzgraf 

The following plants arranged in phylogenetic order were thought to be 
noteworthy by one or more members of sortie group. 

Stair-step moss 
Knight's Plume Moss 
Reed Canary Grass 
Grass 
Sedge 
Jack-in-the-Pulpit 
Devil's Bit 
Bunchflower 
Wood Lily 
White Clintonia 
Plumelily 
Twisted stalk 
Lily-of-the-Valley 
Canada Mayflower 
Indian Cucumber 
Solomon's Seal 
Carrion Flower 
Blue-eyed Grass 
Dwarf Iris 
Mocassin Flower 
Round-leaved orchid 
Whorled Pogonia 
Rattlesnake Plantain 
Clearweed 
Scrub Oak 
Blackjack Oak 
Wild Ginger 
Lesser Stitch wort 
Starry Campion 
Wild Pink 
Deptford Pink 
Early Meadowrue 
Revolute Meadowrue 
Roundlobe Hepatica 
Thimbleweed 
Marsh-Marigold 
Blue Monkshood 
Black Cohosh 
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Hylocomium proliferum 
Hypnum crista castrensis 
Phalaris arundinacea 
Glyceria laxa 
Scirpus verecundus 
Arisaema stewardsonii 
Chamaelirium luteum 
Melmlthium hybridum 
Lilium philadelphicum 
Clintonia umbellulata 
Smilacina racemosa 
Streptopus roseus 
Convallaria montmza 
lvfaianthemum canadense 
Medeola Virginiana 
Polygonatum biflorum 
Smilax herbacea 
Sisyrinchium mucronat!lnl 
Iris vema 
Cypripedium acalile 
Habellaria orbiculata 
Isoh"ia verticillata 
Goodyera pubesce1ls 
Pilea p!lnlila 
Quercus ilicifolia 
Quercus marilandica 
Asarllm canadense 
Stella ria graminea 
Silene stellata 
Silene pemlsylvanica 
Dianthus armeria 
Tllalictrum dioicum 
Tlzalictrum revolutum 
Hepatica americana 
Anemone virginimla 
Caltha palustris 
Aconitum !lIlcinahwl 
Cimicifuga racemosa 
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Bloodroot 
Allegheny Vine 
Wild Bleeding-Heart 
Alumroot 
Foamflower 
Ninebark 
Indian PhYSic 
Barren Strawberry 
Wild Indigo 
False Indigo 
Gaywings 
Water Starwort 
Climbing Bittersweet 
Alpine Enchanter's-Nightshade 
American Spikenard 
Wild Sarsaparilla 
Yellow Pimpernel 
Hairy-jointed Meadow-Parsnip 
Cowbane 
Panic1ed Dogwood 
Alternate-leaved Dogwood 
Spotted Wintergreen 
Shinleaf 
Indian Pipe 
Great Laurel 
Allegheny menziesia 
Mountain Laurel 
Trailing Arbutus 
Teaberry 
Squaw Huckleberry 
Galax 
Whorled Loosestrife 
Greek Valerain 
Swordleaf phlox 
Wild Comfrey 
Virginia Ground - Cherry 
Moth Mullein 
Giant Figwort 
Hairy Beard Tongue 
Clammy Hedge-hyssop 
Culver's Root 
Indian Paint Brush 
Cancerroot 
Sweet-Scented Bedstraw 
Hairy Bedstraw 
White Bedstraw 
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Sanguinaria canadensis 
Adlumia ftmgosa 
Dicentra eximia 
Heuchera americana 
Tiarella cordifola 
Physocarpus opulifolius 
Gillenia trifoliata 
Waldsteillia fragarioides 
Baptisia tinctoria 
Amorpha fruticosa 
Polygala paucifolia 
Callitriche heterophylla 
Celastrus scande1ls 
Circaea alpina 
Aralia racemosa 
Aralia nlldicaulis 
Taenidia integerrima 
TlzaSpi1l11l barbinode 
Oxypolis rigidor 
Comus racemosa 
Comus altemifolia 
Chimaphila maculata 
Pyrola elliptica 
M01lOtropa uniflora 
Rhododelldron maximum 
Menziesia pi/osa 
Kalmia latifolia 
Epigaea repens 
Gaultheria procumbens 
VaCCilliu11l stamineum 
Galax aphylla 
Lysimachia quadrifolia 
Polemonium reptans 
Phlox bllckleyi 
Cynoglossull1 virginianum 
Physalis virginiana 
Verbascllll1 blattaria 
Scrophlliaria marilandica 
Penstemon hirslltus 
Gratiola neglecta 
Ver011icastrum virginicum 
Castillega coccinea 
Conopholis americana 
Galium triflorllm 
Galillm pilosum 
Galillll1 mollugo 
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Peidmont Bedstraw 
Partridge Berry 
Spring Bluets 
Long-leaved Summer Bluets 
Common Teasel 
Spiked Lobelia 
White Snakeroot 

Galium pedemol1tammz 
Mitclzella rep ens 
Houstonia caerulea 
Houstonia longifolia 
Dipsacus sylvestris 
Lobelia spicata 
Eupatorium rugosum 

P.O. Box 1305 
Elkins, W. Va 

1990 Sortie - Ferns & Fern AHies 

Equisetaceae 
Lycopodiaceae 

Selaginellaceae 
Ophioglossaceae 

Osmundaceae 

Polypodiaceae 
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Gordon D. Vujevic 

Equisetzlnz arvellse 
Lycopodium flabelliforme 
L clavatum 
L obscurum v. dClldroidillm 
Selaginella apoda 
Opizioglossllm PlIlgatlllll 
Botrycizilllll obliqllllm 
B. virgillillllllllZ 
OSI111mda regalis 
0. cimzamomea 
0. claytollilllza 
Woodsia obtusa 
Cystopteris fragilis 
C protrusa 
Onoclea sellsibilis 
T1zelypteris noveboracensis 
T palustris 
Dryopteris marginalis 
D. illtermedia 
PolysticizzUlz acrosticizoides 
Delllzstaedtia pZlllctilobula 
Atlzyrium IlIzgustZlnZ 
A aspenioides 
A tlzelypterioides 
Asplellium platyneuron 
A trichomanes 
Adialltum pedamm 
Pteridum aquilimlnz 
Polypodizlnz virginiamlnz 
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Ash=throated Flycatcher in 
Jefferson County, West Virginia 

Robert S. Dean and Wilbur L Hershberger 

On December 15, 1990, we were participating in the soggiest Charles Town 
Christmas bird count in recent memory. We had spent the morning under a steady 
downpour and the gradual afternoon clearing was a welcome relief. We were on 
our way to find a Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius 11ldovicial1us) before the evening 
compilation dinner. We were about a half mile north of Shenandoah Junction on 
CR 16/4 between CR 16 (Ridge Rd.) and the Norfolk and Western RR Bob was 
driving and came to a sudden stop in the middle of the road with the comment, "I 
think that was a good bird!" By the time the truck stopped shaking Wilbur had found 
the bird in his binocs and said, "I think it's a Great-crested Flycatcher, but I'm not 
sure-something's wrong!" 

The uncertainty was well founded. We followed the bird around the yard where 
we first saw it, and later into the adjoining orchard. It became increasingly obvious 
to both of us that this was not a Great-crested Flycatcher (Myiarcizlls crillitus), but 
rather some similar Myiarchus species. The bird repeatedly permitted close 
inspection of details of morphology and behavior. At each new view we were 
comparing details to the familiar Great-crested Flycatcher. The bill was dark to the 
base and slightly smaller than the bill of a Great-crested, and the crest was not as 
prominent. Its throat was very pale, nearly white, and the upper breast was pale 
gray. The belly, sides and undertail coverts were pale yellow. Examination of the 
rectrices revealed that the outer webs and tips were dark brown and the inner webs 
were bright rufous almost to the tip. The rectrices were tipped in a lighter brown 
giving a light terminal band appearance. Viewed from below, the rectrices appeared 
all rufous. From the appearance of the tail this was an adult bird. The wing showed 
two prominate wing bars, and the tertials were edged in the same shade of light 
brown The inner webs of the primaries were the same bright rufous as the tail The 
legs were black The bird was vocal and gave quiet, single note calls that sounded 
something like prit-prit, prit. Comparing our observations to three different field 
guides we concluded that it was an Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarclzus cillerascens). 
Subsequent research confirmed this initial identification to be accurate. 

We observed the bird for approximately 39 minutes. During this time it was 
actively gleaning insects. Most were captured from vegetation, but it occaSionally 
went to the ground. No flycatching behavior was noted. Wilbur relocated the bird 
on several subsequent visits and noted gleaning as the only foraging technique 
used. Fortunately he was able to obtain several good photographs showing the bird 
from different angles. The last sighting was December 26,1990 at 1700 hours. 

Bob called Dr. George Hall to inform him of the find. Dr. Hall suggested com­
paring our observations to the Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarcizus tyramzullls) , 
as this species has also been seen in the east in winter. However, he said that the 
most likely Myiarchus to be found in the northeast in winter is certainly the Ash-
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throated Flycatcher. After hearing our detailed descriptions and seeing Wilbur's 
photos Dr. Hall felt that this would be accepted as a new species for the list of West 
Virginia birds. 

The Ash-throated Flycatcher has been reported east of the Mississippi with 
increasing frequency in recent years (Murphy, W.L 1982). This can probably be 
attributed to the increased interest in birding and the fact that field guides now alert 
birders to the possibility of finding this species in the east, especially during 
the winter. 

LITERATURE CITED 

Murphy, W.L 1982. The Ash-throated Flycatcher in the East An overview. 
American Birds 36: 241-247. 

Rt 2, Box 293 
Martinsburg, WV 25401 

Allegheny Front Migration Observatory: 
Fall Migration 1990 

George A. Hall 

The thirty-third year of bird-banding at the Allegheny Front Migration Obser­
vatory, Grant County, W.Va, was another disappointing one with respect to the 
number of birds banded. The migratory flight was not as poor as itwas in 1989, but it 
still does not compare with the "golden years" of the early 80s. The station was 
in continuous operation from August 13 to October 15 and 12 additional October 
days. Weather forced the closing of the station on five days so that some banding 
was carried out on 69 days. 

A total of 4991 birds (13th best year) of 78 species were banded with a station 
effort of 6446 net-hours (highest total), giving a capture efficiency of 77.4 birds 
per 100 net-hours (third lowest). Only 376 birds were banded in August, but 
the September total of 2605 birds was a great improvement over last year. The 
October total of 2010 was less than last year despite greater coverage. No new 
species were banded and so the station list is at 116 forms with 138,555 birds 
banded. 

During the last half of August a high pressure system set over the area and the 
migration was a mere trickle. There were four moderate waves in September with 
the bulk of the migration occurring between September 25 and October 7. On only 
four days was the capture total in excess of200, and the highest daily count was only 
264 on September 16. The late September period was characterized by much rain 
and high winds with relatively few birds. The great flight of kinglets of1989 did not 
repeat this year. The chart below shows the seasonal pattern. 
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The most numerous species was the Blackpoll Warbler with 998 bandinO's 
(25% above the 10-year average), the Black-throated Blue Warbler with 494 
ban dings (42% below the ten-year average) was second, and the Swainson's Thrush 
vv-ith 420 banding (almost exactly the ten-year average) was third Of 63 species 
analyzed 33 were banded in average numbers (within one Standard Deviation 
[S.D.] of the ten-year average); 13 were banded in numbers greater than one S.D. 
above that average and 17 were more than one S. D. below the average. However for 
the warblers, eight species were in average numbers, 14 were more than one S.D. 
below average and none were more than one S.D. above the average. Four species 
(indicated by a [*] on the following list) were netted in record high numbers. 

The thrush migration was a great improvement over recent years, with the return 
of good numbers of Swainson's Thrushes, and the record numbers of Gray-cheeks 
and Hermits. Wood Thrushes remain low, however. The Blackpoll was the only 
warbler that had a bright picture. The high warbler counts of past years were 
swollen by the reaction of the so-called Spruce Budworm specialists to an outbreak 
of the pest. The outbreak is now over, and this is reflected in the greatly reduced 
numbers of those specialists (Tennessee, Cape May, and Bay-breasted warblers). 
Since some species that are not affected by the bud worm populations have also 
declined, it is evident that it is simplistic to assign a single cause to the very real 
decline in some warbler species. 

A new feature was added to the project this year, with day-long counts of the 
numbers of certain species of migrants that passed over the station. A total of 703 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were counted (154 on August 28); over 11,000 Blue 
Jays (3,186 on Oct. 5); 2,500 American Goldfinches (305 on August 29), and 725 
Monarch Butterflies (226 on Sept. 14). 

During the season, 1,874 people signed the visitor's book These visitors came 
from 21 states, the District of Columbia and from Belgium, Denmark, England, and 
Germany. As usual several elementary and high school classes visited the 
station. 

The banders who participated this year were Barbara Bilsborough, Walter Fye, 
Sue Heselton, Trudy Smith, Jo Lane Stern, Judv Ward, Charles ZieO'enfus and _ 0 

station co-leaders Ralph Bell and George Hall. LeJay Graffious was again respon­
sible for the shelter, and as usual Genevieve and John Findley were in charge of the 
net-lanes. Harriett and Mel Hooker provided assistance throughout the season as 
did Ivarean Pierce who also headed up the Blue Jay-Hummingbird Count. Ken 
Heselton was present for extended periods of time. 

The following people aided in tending nets, collecting cages, keeping records 
and in many other ways: John BelL Mike Clark, Carolyn Conrad, Dorothy Conrad, 
Helen Conrad, Kathy DevauL Linda Dunwoody, Steve Dunwoody, Cindy Ellis, 
Brian Findley, Hal Findley, Jeff Findley, Jenny Findley, Kenneth Findley, Dawn Fox, 
Jay Fox, Matt Fox, Tom Fox, Anabelle Fye, Barb Graf£ JoAnn Graham, Phil Graham, 
Mike Griffith, William Hershberger, Susan Hinzman, Linda Hollenberg Anne 
Hurley, George Hurley, Patrick Hurley, Tom Hurley, Ray Kiddy, Carol 
McCullough, Fred McCullough, Jason McCullough, Jack Minear, Jolene Minear, 
Jonathan Minear, Jaccalene Minear, Jonavieve Minear, Janice Musser, Ben Myers, 
Evelyn Myers, Bill Pfingsten, Charles Pierce, Craig Pitts, Charlotte Pryor, Beth 
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Ritter, Randy Ritter, Stuart Robbins, Carl Rowe, Ruth Rowe, Joe Schreiber, Bill Number First Last Peak No. Date 

Smith, Earl Smith, Andy Weeks, Bill WentzeL Brad WentzeL Cory WentzeL Trella Red-eyed Vireo 31 Aug. 28 Oct7 

Whaley, Jim Wiley, Martin Wiley, Betty Wilson, Hartsel Wilson, Leon Wilson, and Tennessee Warbler 308 Aug. 28 Oct 17 44 Sep. 16 
Nashville Warbler 28 Sep.5 Oct 9 5 Sep. 27 Elsie Ziegenfus. 
Northern Parula 3 Aug. 29 Sep. 16 We also thank the personnel of the Monongahela National Forest: Supervisor Jim 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 37 Aug. 13 Sep.28 5 A 16, S. 7 

Page, District Ranger Jerry Bremer, Recreation Specialist Monica Gellion, and 
Magnolia Warbler 144 Aug. 16 Oct 7 15 Sep. 6 

others of the Potomac District Ranger Station for their cooperation and support 
Cape May Warbler 299 Aug. 13 Oct 9 57 Sep. 16 

Thanks also to Walt Lesser of the D.N.R for the use of the Laneville Cabin for hous- Bl-throated Blue Warbler 494 Aug. 13 Oct 10 40 Sep. 16 
ing and for storage of the shelter. The Brooks Bird Club supplied some financial Yellow-rumped Warbler 11 Sep. 27 Oct 15 
support Bl-throated Gr. Warbler 204 Aug. 15 Oct 10 16 Sep. 16 

Blackburnian Warbler 104 Aug. 25 Sep. 21 24 Sep. 6, 7 
EXTREME DATES, NUMBERS AND DATES OF MEANINGFUL PEAKS Prairie Warbler 1 Aug. 15 

Palm Warbler 7 Sep. 6 Oct 9 
Number First Last Peak No. Date Bay-breasted Warbler 63 Sep. 1 Oct 7 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 3 Oct 9 3 Oct 9 Blackpoll Warbler 998 Sep. 1 Oct 21 104 Sep. 26 
American Woodcock 1 Sep.30 Black-and- \Nhite Warbler 19 Sep. 13 Oct 3 4 Sep.7 
N. Saw-whet Owl 1 Sep. 12 American Redstart 51 Aug. 15 Oct 3 12 Sep. 6 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 Sep. 25 Worm-eating Warbler 4 Aug. 28 Sep.3 
Yellow- bellied Sapsucker 5 Sep.29 Oct 4 3 Oct 4 Ovenbird 53 Aug. 13 Oct 10 8 Sep.30 
Downy Woodpecker 11 Aug. 25 Oct 10 Louisiana Waterthrush 1 Aug. 18 
Northern Flicker 1 Oct 2 Connecticut Warbler 8 Sep. 5 Sep.30 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 3 Sep. 3 Sep. 16 Common'.' ellowthroat 122 Aug. 14 Oct 6 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 1 Aug. 25 Hooded Warbler 4 Aug. 14 Aug. 30 
Least Flycatcher 4 Aug. 25 Sep. 10 Wilson's Warbler 10 Sep. 1 Sep.25 
Blue Jay 292 Sep.24 Oct 17 50 Oct 2 Canada Warbler 4 Aug. 15 Aug. 25 
Black-capped Chickadee 34 Aug. 20 Oct 27 Scarlet Tanager 16 Aug. 28 Oct 8 
Tufted Titmouse 17 Sep. 18 Oct 27 Northern Cardinal 4 Oct 7 Oct 26 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 8 Sep. 25 4 Sep.28 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 16 Aug. 14 Oct 7 4 Oct 7 
White-breasted Nuthatch *14 Sep. 17 Oct 27 Indigo Bunting 3 Sep.25 Oct 3 
Brown Creeper 15 Aug. 14 Oct 29 Rufous-sided Towhee 17 Aug. 13 Oct 20 
Carolina Wren 3 Aug. 17 Oct 4 Chipping Sparrow 2 Sep. 7 Sep.27 
House Wren 3 Sep. 11 Sep.28 Field Sparrow 10 Oct 1 Oct 14 
Winter Wren 13 Aug. 31 Oct 29 Yesper Sparrow 2 Sep.4 Sep. 6 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 297 Sep. 3 Oct 29 60 Oct 28 Savannah Sparrow 3 Aug. 17 Sep. 11 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 101 Sep. 16 Oct 27 15 Oct 17 Fox Sparrow *16 Oct 15 Oct 29 5 Oct 27 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 3 Aug. 31 Sep. 14 Song Sparrow 23 Aug. 15 Oct 28 
Veery 11 Aug. 20 Sep.29 Lincoln's Sparrow 13 Sep. 10 Oct 28 
Gray-cheeked Thrush *37 Sep. 18 Oct 7 7 Oct 6 Swamp Sparrow 12 Aug. 31 Oct 21 
Swains on' s Thrush 409 Sep.2 Oct 17 28 Sep.28,30 White-throated Sparrow 46 Oct 2 Oct 28 8 Oct 22 
Hermit Thrush *71 Aug. 16 Oct 26 20 Oct 17 White-crowned Sparrow 5 Oct 1 Oct 14 
Wood Thrush 50 Aug. 15 Oct 20 Dark-eyed Junco 263 Aug. 13 Oct 29 28 Oct 7 
American Robin 31 Aug. 31 Oct 29 Brown-headed Cowbird 1 Aug. 27 
Gray Catbird 16 Aug. 15 Oct 3 Purple Finch 4 Sep.25 Oct 28 
Brown Thrasher 4 Sep. 14 Oct 14 American Goldfinch 36 Aug. 18 Oct 21 
Cedar Waxwing 1 Sep. 1 
European Starling 2 Oct 27 
Solitary Vireo 15 Sep. 16 Oct 17 
Philadelphia Vireo 13 Sep. 7 Oct 7 
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Used Robin's Nest 

Carroll Rudy 

During the spring of1990, I became interested in photographing some of the local 
bird nests for educational purposes. I am a volunteer naturalist at my local nature 
center, and I thought the ecology of bird nests would be a fine topic for teaching the 
public about interactions behveen birds, plants, people, and other species of 
wildlife; my long-range idea being to illustrate how habitat changes, especially 
human induced ones, affected bird nesting habits. Thus I began watching nests in 
April, and one of them was destined to be very unusual 

The commonest nesting birds in our rural Wisconsin yard are American Robins, 
Common Grackles, and Mourning Doves, all of which compete vigorously for the 
best nesting sites. One robin's nest was located four feet above the ground in a 
six-foot-taIL sheared Nonvay Spruce being raised for a Christmas tree in our 
orchard. By the first week of May the female robin had completed her clutch of four 
eggs and began incubating them On May 8, when I inspected the nest however, it 
had been commandeered by a Common Grackle. All but one robin's egg were gone 
and the grackle had begun her own clutch. On May9, a cold, soaking rain began and 
continued all night. By the next morning it had turned to snow and a full-fledged 
Wisconsin blizzard was undenvay. High winds drove the snow so hard that it 
blasted the leaves from the trees, stripped the apple blossoms from the branches, 
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and ripped limbs from full grown trees. By May 11, ten inches of snow lay on the 
ground, and every bird's nest I had found other than those in outbuildings 
was either abandoned or completely blown away. Some contained frozen nestlings, 
others had been dumped by the wind. Under many evergreen trees, golden egg 
yolks lay splattered on the white snow. Some adult birds were found dead of 
hypothermia., soaked to the skin. Survivors had fled to the forest for shelter from the 
wind. When I checked the robin-grackle nest however, it was intact and the eggs 
were warm 

On the 16th of May, when the robin egg hatched, the grackles quit incubating 
their own five eggs and began feeding the baby robin. When the nestling was 10 
days old, I banded it so I would be able to identify it after it left the nest, which it did 
on May 3l. 

The grackles were so alarmed and solicitous of the fledging, and there were so 
many other robin fledglings from nests that had survived in outbuildings, I could 
not locate the foster fledgling of the grackles again. By the next morning they had left 
the area. 

I opened one of the grackle's eggs to see how far their incubation had progressed, 
but there was no sign of an embryo in the rotten contents. Then I watched the nest to 
see what might happed to the other four unhatched grackle's eggs. One day in 
mid-June when I checked the nest, I found a new nest had been built on top of the 
eggs by a pair of Mourning Doves. After a week, the doves abandoned their nest, 
leaving thei-: two eggs behind where they remained untouched for the rest of the 
summer and through the autumn. In December I decided to open the nest up and 
see what had happened to the entombed grackle's eggs, but when I went to get the 
nest, I found it was being used yet again - this time a Deer Mouse (Peromyscus 
malliculatus) had piled it high with a cache of dried prune plums and plum pits from a 
nearby plum tree. 
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FIELD NOTES 

FALL SEASON 
SEPTEMBER 
NOVEMBER, 1990 

Jim Phillips, Editor 
900 Reynolds Ave. 
Princeton, WV 24740 

Reports on the weather and bird conditions during the season were mixed. The 
banders on Dolly Sods reported another disappointing year. The hawkwatching 
station on Peters Mountain reported a so-so tally after some late season reports 
came in from the Huntington group. The East River Mountain hawkwatchers 
reported their third highest season. Shorebird observations ranged from very poor 
to fairly interesting across the region. Most reporters commented on good 
weather. 

Loons through ducks - Common Loons were reported at Teter Lake, Barbour 
Co. on October 11 (KB) and in Cabell and Mason counties on November 10 (WA). 
Pied-billed Grebes seemed well distributed from mid October to late November 
(HG, JP). Horned Grebes were only from Cabell and Mason counties in November 
(WA). Double-crested Cormorants were found along the Kanawha (A V) and Ohio 
(KB) rivers during the first half of October. It was unusual to see a dozen cormorants 
from the East River Mt., Mercer Co. hawkwatching station on September 18 OP). 
Great Blue Herons were present during the entire season and over most of the 
region. Great Egrets were found at Lake Stephens, Raleigh Co. (LL) and at Sand 
Creek, Wood Co., (MBC) on October28 and November6 respectively. The last date 
for Green-backed Herons was November 3 at Cheshire Pond, Ohio (WA), In most 
other areas this species was gone by the second week of October. 

Tundra Swans were reported from the Greenbrier (DP) and Ohio (WA) rivers. 
Wendell Argabrite reported 18 individuals on the Ohio River. A flock of 55 Greylag 
Geese was spotted in Athens Co., Ohio during the season. The observer had reports 
of a private concern releasing the birds (VF). Does anyone have anymore informa­
tion on this matter? A flock of 30 Snow Geese was found in Wood Co. (MBC) on 
October 16. Usually there are reports of large numbers of Wood Ducks during the 
fall, especially on sewage lagoons. No one made such comments this time. Normal 
numbers were seen on the lagoons near Princeton, Mercer CO. OP), but they 
seemed to appear later in the season than usual. 

Green-winged Teal were noted by several people during the first half of 
November. Northern Shovelers were present on the FMC ponds, Kanawha Co. 
(WA) for about a month early in the period. Pretty good numbers of Ring-necked 
Ducks were noted over the region in November. A few Lesser Scaup were seen as 
welL A female Black Scoter was seen at Lake Stephens, Raleigh Co. (LL) on 
November 11, and Wendell Argabrite saw two males on the Ohio River near 
Huntington, Cabell Co. on the 10th. A few Buffleheads and Hooded Mergansers 
had arrived in the state by late October and earlv November. A Canvasback was 
seen near PhilippL Barbour Co. (KB) on November 13. Red-breasted Mergansers 
were noted on the Ohio River in late October (W A). 
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Vultures thr~ugh sh?rebirds - Black Vultures were not mentioned away from 
the hawkwatchmg statIOns. Argabrite considered the Turkey Vultures present at 
Glenwood, Cabell Co. on November 10 to be a late date for the species. On October 
24 the Turkey Vulture roost at the mouth of the Bluestone River, Summers CO. OP) 
contained 140+ birds. Two weeks later, only a few individuals could be found. A 
group of 35+ Turkey Vultures were noted warming their winO's in the Blackwater 
Canyon in Blackwater Falls State Park, Tucker Co. on Nover:ber 9 OP). Ospreys 
away from the hawkwatching stations included Smoke Hole, Pendleton Co. (KB), 
Elk and Kanawha (HG) rivers, Kanawha Co. and one near Minnehaha Springs, 
Pocahontas Co. on November 8 OP). Bald Eagle sightings away from the stations 
seem to be increasing. Birds were seen along Sand Creek, Wood Co. (MBC), two 
locations along the Bluestone River, Mercer Co. and one in Summers CO. OP). The 
Mercer County hawkwatchers had four days of 500 + birds (September 17,18,23 & 
24) (AM), while the Monroe County station had over 800 birds on September 17 
and over400 the day before and after the 17th as well as a day of 600+ on the 24th 
(GHu). A summary of the two stations follows: 

Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
N. Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
N. Goshawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-"\vinged Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
Am Kestrel 
Merlin 
Peregrine Falcon 

Peter's Mt. 
44 
4 

10 
365 

87 
1 
6 

3030 
211 

3 
78 
2 
1 

E. River 
53 

2 
o 

227 
79 
o 
1 

2683 
2 
1 

63 
o 
2 

A Rough-legged Hawk was seen near Crab Creek, Mason Co. (WA) on Novem­
ber 17. An adult Golden Eagle was observed along the WV Turnpike (I 77), seven 
miles south of Charleston, Kanawha Co. (BM) on October 25. 

American Coots were noticed by several people in late October. Greater 
Yellowlegs were found in Wood Co. (MBC) as late as October 28. A Lesser Golden 
Plover was noted as the FMC ponds on September 19 and two Dunlins were there 
on October 14 (.W A). Common Snipe were reported from most of the region during 
most of the penod. Four Bonaparte's Gulls were present in Wood Co. (MBC) for a 
couple of days in November. Most areas had good numbers of Ring-billed Gulls 
during late October and early November. Numbers of Caspian Terns were seen 
near South Charleston, Kanawha Co. in early September, and later in the month, 
Common Terns were seen along the Kanawha River near St. Albans (A V). 

Cuckoos through warblers - The last date for Yellow- billed Cuckoos was 
October 10 (MBC). E. Screech Owls were reported from Barbour (KB), Kanawha 
(HG), Cabell (Tn and Mercer OP) counties. The only report for Great Horned Owl 
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was from Barbour Co. (KB). A Snowy Owl appeared near Parkersburg. Wood Co. 
(MBC) on November 30 and remained in the area. Barred Owls were mentioned for 
several areas. As many as four Short-eared Owls could be seen at one time in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia during the season (RBC). This species was also 
reported near Hillsboro, Pocahontas Co., WV during the season (DP). AN. Saw­
whet Owl was banded on Dolly Sods on September 12 (GH). Common Nighthawk 
flio-hts were noted from the end of the last period to October 6 (MBC). Several 
re~orters commented on lower numbers this year. Pretty good flights were seen in 
Mercer (JP) and Cabell (TI) counties in late September. 

Chimney Swifts and Ruby- throated Hummingbirds had pretty well left the state 
bv the middle of October. The earliest date for the arrival of Yellow-bellied Sap­
s~ckers was September 20 in Wood Co. (MBC). Seven Red-headed Woodpeckers 
were seen from East River Mt during September (JP). There were only two other 
reports for this species. Tree, Barn and Rough-winged Swallows were last seen on 
September 19 (TD. A Red- breasted Nuthatch was seen on East River Mt in early 
September (JP). House Wrens were last found in Wood Co. on September 26 
(MBC). Winter Wrens appeared about the same time as the House Wrens left Marsh 
Wrens were found in Wood Co. in late October (MBC). Both kinglets began to 
appear by the second week of October. 

A scarcity of thrushes was noted by most observers. Nearly three dozen thrushes 
(mostly Swainson's) were found dead in the main lodge parking area at Pipestem 
State Park, Summers CO. OP) on the mourning of October 12. Several other species 
were found as well. George Hall reported that the thrush migration data from the 
Allegheny Front Migration Observatory, Grant Co. was a great improvement over 
recent years. Cedar Waxwings seemed abundant during the season. The only report 
for Loggerhead Shrikes came from Pocahontas Co. (DP). 

Most of the vireos seemed to be moving through the region as usual. The two 
most numerous species banded at AFMO were the Blackpoll and Black-throated 
Blue Warblers. Several people found Palm Warblers feeding in their yards. A 
female Pine Warbler was feeding on cracked corn in a yard in Kingwood (EE). 
Chestnut-sided, Yellow-throated and Hooded Warblers seemed to be in the area a 
bit later than usual (mid to late October). Most of the other species seemed on 
time. 

Tanager through finches - The last date for Scarlet Tanagers was September 25 
(MBC). Rose- breasted Grosbeaks were gone by the first of October and Blue 
Grosbeaks a week later. Most unusual was a female Black-headed Grosbeak 
reported from Forest Hill Rd. Wood Co. (MBC) on September 23. There have been 
very few sightings of this bird in West Virginia. Most have been in Kanawha County. 
White-throated and White-crowned Sparrows were in the area by early October. 
Dark-eyed Juncos had returned to most areas by mid October. 

Ralph Bell reported 2200+ Common Grackles in his area of Pennsylvania in 
October. Tom Igou noted 20,000 + blackbirds on the Mason/Jackson County lines 
in mid November. There were scattered reports across the region for both Pine 
Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks in pretty good numbers. Purple Finches had 
returned to most feeders in October. Bell reported three Red Crossbills in the yard 
of his Pennsylvania home on November 13. Osbra Eye reported a Snow Bunting 
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near Shady Springs, Raleigh Co. in early November. 
Contributors - Wendell Argabrite (WA), Allegheny Vistas (A V), Ralph Bell 

(RB), Jim Brown (JB), Jay Buckelew (JB), Kyle Bush (KB), Ed Elliot (EE), Osbra Eye 
(OE), V. Fazio (VF), Hullet Good (HG), George Hall (GH), George Hurley (GHu), 
Tom Igou (TD, Lin Lilly (LL), Ben Markell (BM), Ann McRae (AM), Mountwood 
Bird Club (MBC), Daniel Perry (DP) and Rockingham Bird Club (RBC). 

Banding News 

Sl Albans, W.Va. - During bird banding the bander checks a bird for 
subcutaneous fat deposits to determine if sufficient energy stores are available for 
migration. The subcutaneous fat can be estimated by blowing softly on the chest 
feathers to separate the feathers and allow the fat accumulation in the wishbone 
area to be observed. Fat depOSits can also be readily observed by checking under the 
wing. the lower back and on the abdomen. Fat deposits show through the skin as 
yellow areas. The accumulation is categorized as ranging from 0 for no visible fat to 
3+ for a lot of fat 

While banding in 1975, we caught a beautiful Swainson's Thrush in the mist nests 
at Kanawha State Forest in West Virginia. This particular bird had a subcutaneous 
fat classification of 3+, which was the most fat that we had observed on a bird. 
Presumably this bird was ready for migration. The bird was banded and released 
September 29, 1975. 

Fifty-seven days later Indians in Peru killed the lovely bird. They found the band 
on the leg and turned it into a person who read" ADVISE FISH AND WILDLIFE, 
WASH, D.C." written on the inside of the band. The band was returned to 
Washington and the Banding Lab notified us of the kill. We sent a letter in Spanish to 
the person who had turned in the band and requested information on the bird and 
the circumstances of its capture. The following is a translation of the response 
we received. 

Dear Mr. Ashworth: 

Oventen~ Peru 
18 Nov. 1976 

I have received your letter in which you ask for details concerning the bird that 
was killed by a native. The natives have built a small hut (blind) next to a stream. The 
little bird comes to bathe there. The month in which the bird arrives is October. This 
is the time of the year when the bird arrives every year. The natives know the species 
as "Mapite." The natives wait in their hut by the stream and kill the birds for food, 
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which is the custom. The birds are here for three months (more or less). They arrive 
at the beginning of winter. This jungle is located between "Loreto and Junin." It is 
named Oventeni Grandpajonal (where the natives camp). The altitude is 1200 
meters above sea level. This is all that I can tell you about the bird. I wait for your res­
ponse to see if there is any reward for information about the bird 

Book Review 

With all respect 
Francisco Segura 

Jo and Ray Ashworth 

A Guide to the Birds of the New River Gorge Area by Gary Worthington, James D. 
Phillips, and Don Kodak West Virginia Division of Natural Resources. Available 
from Pipestem State Park, Pipestem, WV 25979.51 pp.,3 maps, $2.50 paper. 

This inexpensive booklet provides detailed information on bird-finding in the 
New River Gorge area. The New River Gorge and surrounding country provide 
some of the best bird watching opportunities in West Virginia Pipestem State Park, 
Bluestone Public Hunting and Fishing Area, Grandview State Park, Babcock State 
park, and New River Gorge National River are all within the scope of the guide. 

The authors chose to discuss 26 sites in the gorge area known for natural beauty 
and good habitat for birds. Each site account includes a description of the location 
and directions for finding it. Three maps provide the guide user with approximate 
locations of each site. Information on road conditions, parking, and hiking oppor­
tunities is provided. The interesting birds that can be seen at each place in each 
season are given along with the habitats found there. Care was taken to identify the 
best places for seeing uncommon birds. Brief notes are provided on points of scenic 
or historical interest as well. Also provided is a check list showing the abundance of 
New River birds through the year. The authors, all experienced New River Gorge 
bird watchers, have written a very useful book that will help visitors to the area find 
birds. At the same time people familiar with the New River Gorge will have their 
visits enriched by learning about new places for bird study. 

A R Buckelew Jr. 
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