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Area Survey and Bird List for the 
Nathaniel Mountain Sortie 

A. Kyle Bush 

The 1989 Sortie was held from May 28 through June 3 at Nathaniel Mountain 
Public Hunting Area in Hampshire County. The ranger's cabin served as head­
quarters. Hampshire County is the oldest county in W.Va. formed from parts of 
Fredrick and Augusta Counties of Virginia in 1753 and named for an English shire 
of the same name. Nathaniel Mountain Public Hunting Area consists of8,194 acres. 
Part of the George Washington National Forest is also in the county. At the border of 
Hampshire and Mineral County, the high ground begins in the Helderberg­
Oriskany sands. East of this is a broad syncline in which the strata from the Mar­
cellus to the Portage and back to the Marcellus appear. A fold in the Oriskany at the 
surface forms a steep-sided synclinal valley occupied by the South Branch of the 
Potomac River. A broad syncline is formed with the Catskill and Chumung strata 
near the surface. These are all of the Devonian Period. 

This is the first time a Sortie has been carried out in an area where gypsy moth 
infestation is a serious problem. When we walked in the woods, we would see many 
holes in the leaves of the trees, and the droppings from the larvae feeding sounded 
like rain falling on the forest floor. Everywhere there were larvae suspended by silk 
threads waiting to be dispersed by the winds. Spraying along the advancing edge of 
the infestation occurred daily with Demlin by fixed winged aircraft. Spraying will 
slow down the spread of the infestation, but complete eradication is impossible. 

We were able to identify 100 species of birds. The following is a list of the birds 
observed (in old check-list order): 
1. Great Blue Heron - One seen. 
2. Green-backed Heron - Four observed. 
3. Wood Duck - Pair noted. 
4. Turkey Vulture - Common. 
:1. Red-tailed Hawk - Not Common. 
6. Red-shouldered Hawk - Not Common. 
7. Broad-winged Hawk - Not Common. 
8. American Kestrel - Scarce. 
9. Ruffed Grouse - Not Common. 
10. Northern Bobwhite - 13 noted. 
11. Wild Turkey 
12. Killdeer - 10 seen. 
13. Rock Dove - Flock of 8. 
14. Mourning Dove - Common. 
IS. Yellow-billed Cuckoo - Over 20 recorded. 
16. Black-billed Cuckoo - Uncommon. 
17. Barred Owl- Not Common. 
18. Whip-poor-will- Only a few heard. 
19. Common Nighthawk One observed. 
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20. Ruby-throated Hummingbird - Rare. 
21. Belted Kingfisher - Uncommon. 
22. Yellow-shafted Flicker - Common. 
23. Pileated Woodpecker - Five recorded. 
24. Red-bellied Woodpecker - Seven noted. 
25. Hairy Woodpecker - Uncommon. 
26. Downy Woodpecker - Uncommon. 
27. Chimney Swift - 10 noted. 
28. Eastern Kingbird - 12 noted. 
29. Great Crested Flycatcher - Common. 
30. Eastern Phoebe - Common. 
31. Acadian Flycatcher - Uncommon. 
32. Willow Flycatcher - One noted. 
33. Least Flycatcher - Uncommon. 
34. Eastern Wood-Pewee - Common. 
35. Tree Swallow - Uncommon. 
36. Rough-winged Swallow - Rare. 
37. Barn Swallow - Common in right habitat. 
38. Cliff Swallow - Nesting Colony. 
39. Blue Jay - Common. 
40. American Crow - Common. 
41. Raven - Rare. 
42. Black-capped Chickadee - Common. 
43. Tufted Titmouse - Common. 
44. White-breasted Nuthatch - 10 recorded. 
45. House Wren - Common. 
46. Carolina Wren - Uncommon. 
47. Northern Mockingbird - Common. 
48. Catbird - Common. 
49. Brown Thrasher - Uncommon. 
50. Wood Thrush - Common. 
51. American Robin - Very Common. 
52. Eastern Bluebird - Common. 
53. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - Uncommon. 
54. Cedar Waxwing - Common. 
55. European Starling - Common. 
56. White-eyed Vireo - Rare. 
57. Yellow-throated Vireo - Uncommon. 
58. Solitary Vireo - Uncommon. 
59. Red-eyed Vireo - Common. 
60. Warbling Vireo - Rare. 
61. Black-and-White Warbler - Uncommon. 
62. Swainson's Warbler - One at Short Mt. Bog. 
63. Worm-eating Warbler - Rare. 
64. Golden-winged Warbler - Rare. 
65. Blue-winged Warbler - Rare. 
66. Parula Warbler - Rare. 
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67. Yellow Warbler - Common. 
68. Black-throated Green Warbler - Uncommon. 
69. Cerulean Warbler - Rare. 
70. Chestnut-sided Warbler - Rare. 
71. Pine Warbler - Uncommon. 
72. Prairie Warbler - Common in right habitat. 
73. Ovenbird - Common. 
74. Louisiana Water thrush - Uncommon. 
75. Common Yellowthroat - Common. 
76. Yellow-breasted Chat - Uncommon. 
77. Hooded Warbler - Uncommon. 
78. American Redstart - Uncommon. 
79. House Sparrow Common. 
80. Eastern Meadowlark - Common. 
81. Red-winged Blackbird - Very Common. 
82. Orchard Oriole - 14 noted. More Common than the Northern Oriole. 
83. Northern Oriole - 10 noted. 
84. Common Grackle - Common. 
85. Brown-headed Cowbird - Common. 
86. Scarlet Tanager - Common. 
87. Northern Cardinal- Common. 
88. Rose-breasted Grosbeak - Rare. 
89. Indigo Bunting - Common. 
90. House Finch - Uncommon. 
91. American Goldfinch - Common. 
92. Rufous-sided Towhee - Very Common. 
93. Savannah Sparrow - Rare. 
94. Grasshopper Sparrow - 25 noted Common. 
95. Vesper Sparrow - 10 noted. 
96. Slate-colored Junco - Uncommon. 
97. Chipping Sparrow - Common. 
98. Field Sparrow - Common. 
99. Swamp Sparrow - One heard at Short Mt. Bog. 
100. Song Sparrow - Common. 

5 Bush Ave. 
Philippi, WV 26416 
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Singing Male Census 

Virginia Johnson 

OAK-PINE - Location: West Virginia; Hampshire Co.; 8.5 miles 5 of Romney; 
center line begins at 390 0 12' 40"N, 78° 46' 45"W; Sector Quadrangle, USGS and 
extends NE. Continuity: New. Size: 6.07 ha = 15.0 acres (110 x 660 yards). Descrip­
tion of Plot: Flat ridge-top in Nathaniel Mt. Public Hunting and Fishing Area. The 
three dominant canopy trees are Chestnut Oak (QuerClls prillus), Pitch Pine (Pillus 
rigida), and Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica). Most prominent in the understory are 
Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia) and Rose Azalea (Rhododelldroll roseulIl)." The 
ground cover is primarily Blueberries (VaccilliulIl sp). A quantitative survey of the 
vegetation gave the following results; Trees 3-inches diameter and over, b~sed on 
three 0.1 acre circular samples: 196/ acre; total basal area 79 sq. ft.! acre. Species com­
prising 96% of the total number of trees: Chestnut Oak, 77, 72,68,100; Pitch Pine, 
13,3, 15, 66; Black Gum, 30, 8, 4, 66; Dead, 50, 13, 11, 100. Figures following each 
species denote number of trees per acre, relative density %, relative dominance %, 
and relative Frequency. Trees by diameter size class: A (3-6 in.) 270,70,27,34; B (6-
9 in.) 87,23,26,34; C (9-15 in.) 23,6,19,24; D (15-21 in.) 3, 1,6,8. Figures following 
each class show number of trees per acre, relative density, basal area per acre for that 
class, and relative dominance. Shrub stems/ acre 4666; ground cover 60%; canopy 
cover 56%; average canopy height 39 ft. (range 27-51). Edge: continues on all sides. 
Elevation: 2580-2640 ft. Weather: Warm, windy, some clouds. Coverage: May 30-
June 1,1989. All trips between dawn and 0730 hours, or 1820 and 1905 hours EDT. 
Total party-hours: 6.5 Census: Ovenbird, 5 (82,33); Rufous-sided Towhee, 2; Pine 
Warbler, 1.5; Black and White Warbler, 1; Hooded Warblerl. Total: 5 species; 10.5 
territorial males (173/sq. km., 70/100 acres). Visitors: Mourning Dove, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Chickadee sp.; Eastern Bluebird, Worm-eating Warbler, 
Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting. Comments: This 
young oak forest was, during the survey period, becoming defoliated due to the 
tremendous number of Gypsy Moths. These moths were in their third instar and 
appetites tlourished. Spraying was being done five miles south of the area, but no 
spraying had been done on the area since last year. Census participants: Beth 
Bullard, Kyle Bush, Cindy Ellis, Gene Hutton, Carl Slater (compiler). Vegetation 
surveyors: Greg Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Tom Fox, Gene Hutton, Carl Slater, Bill Smith, 
Judy Ward. 

OAK-lv1APLE - Location: West Virginia; Hampshire Co.; 10.5 miles SSW of 
Romney; NE corner at 39° 11' 50"N, 78° 47' 40"W, Sector Quadrangle, USGS. Con­
tinuity: New. Size: 12.14 ha = 30 acres (1320'x990,). Description of Plot: Plot was 
laid out in the Nathaniel Mountain Public Hunting and Fishing Area; a deciduous 
forest with an access road dissecting the plot NE to SW. The dominant canopy trees 
are Oak (QUCI"CUS sV), and Red Maple (AceI' rubnlllz), Most prominent in the 
understory are Mt. Laurel (Kalmialatifolia), The ground cover is primarily Vaccillizlllz 
sp. A quantitative survey ofthe vegetation gave the following results: Trees 3-inches 
diameter and over, based on four 0.1 acre circular samples: 237/ acre; total basal area 
144 sq. ft.! acre, SpeCies comprising 90% of the total number of trees: Red Oak (Q. 
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rubra), 35, 15,29,100; White Oak (Q. alba), 33, 14, 22, 100; Chestnut Oak (Q. prill!ls), 
18,7,12,100; Red Maple, 73, 31, 7, 100; Black Birch (Betllia lellla) , 15,6,4,100; Dead, 
45,19,18,100. Figures following each species denote number of trees per acre, rela­
tive density %, relative dominance %, and relative frequency. Trees by diameter 
size class: A (3-6 in.) 95,40,10,7; B (6-9 in.) 55,23,17,11; C (9-15 in.) 60,25,48,33; D 
(15-21 in.) 15,6,2719; E (21-27 in.) 10,4,31,22; F (27-33 in.) 3,1,12,9. Figures 
following each class show number of trees per acre, relative density, basal area per 
acre for that class, and relative dominance. Shrub stems/acre 3250; ground cover 
9%; canopy cover 74%; average canopy height 66 ft. (range 55-85). Edge: Continues 
on all sides. Topography: A mountain-top plot mostly level, dropping off on the NW 
edge. A river of rocks dissected the plot, running NE to SW, near the center. Eleva­
tion: 2940-3000 ft. Weather: warm and dry; windy on two mornings. Coverage: May 
30-June 1, 1989. All trips between dawn and 0700 hours or 1900 and 2000 hours 
EDT. Total party-hours: 13. Census: Ovenbird, 5 (41,16); Eastern Wood-Pewee, 3 
(25, 10); Red-eyed Vireo, 3 (25, 10); Solitary Vireo, 2; Least Flycatcher, 1; Great 
Crested Flycatcher, 1; Wood Thrush, 1; Scarlet Tanager, 1; Indigo Bunting. 1; Tufted 
Titmouse, +;Cerulean Warbler, +; Rufous-sided Towhee, +. Total: 12 species; 18 
territorial males (148/sq. km., 601100 acres). Visitors: Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Brown-headed Cowbird. Comments: The area was heavily infested with Gypsy 
Moths and planes sprayed Dimilin daily until the wind picked up. The plot was laid 
out in four lanes and divided into two U-shaped runs, censused by the groups. We 
noticed by the time we began the return section of the U, the birds had quieted 
down. The Indigo Bunting was found on the edge created by the access road. Cen­
sus Participants: Greg Eddy, Tom Fox, George Hurley, Virginia Johnson, Bill Smith, 
Judy Ward (compiler), Vegetation Surveyors: Greg Eddy, Cindy Ellis, Tom Fox, 
Carl Slater, Bill Smith, Judy Ward. 

24 Robinson St. 
Uniontown, Pa. 15401 
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Breeding Bird Survey Studies SPECIES NUMBER STOPS PRESENT 
American Crow 36 29 
Northern Raven 2 2 
Black-capped Chickadee 10 7 

Ann Pyle and Reba Pfalzgraf Tufted Titmouse 34 32 
White-breasted Nuthatch 8 8 

The 1989 Sortie was held at Nathaniel Mountain in Hampshire County. A total of Carolina Wren 6 6 
four ten mile routes were run in the area. There were 80 three-minute stops, which House Wren 28 21 
resulted in 1285 birds of 80 species being recorded. Run # 1 - Nathaniel Mountain Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 7 5 
and North on Rt. 10 (60 species). Run #2 - East of Nathaniel Mountain to Kirby Cir- Eastern Bluebird 24 15 
cle (58 species). Run #3 - North East of Nathaniel Mt. to Rio (53 species). Run #4- Wood Thrush 17 15 
Rt. 29 Shanks to Kirby (54 species). American Robin 78 36 

Participants on one or more survey routes included Beth Bullard, Kyle Bush, Gray Catbird 31 22 
Nevada Laitsch, Virginia Johnson, Reba Pfalzgraf, Ann Pyle, and Judy Ward. Northern Mockingbird 29 21 

Brown Thrasher 6 5 
TABLE 1 Cedar Waxwing 21 8 

NUMBER OF BIRDS BY SPECIES European Starling 31 12 
White-eyed Vireo 1 1 

SPECIES NUMBER STOPS PRESENT Yellow-throated Vireo 5 5 
Great Blue Heron 1 1 Red eyed Vireo 10 8 
Green-backed Heron 4 3 Blue-winged Warbler 1 1 
Wood Duck 2 1 Golden-winged Warbler 3 2 
Turkey Vulture 4 2 Yellow Warbler 18 15 
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 Pine Warbler 4 4 
Broad-Winged Hawk 1 1 Prairie Warbler 9 7 
Ruffed Grouse 1 1 Cerulean Warbler 1 1 
Northern Bobwhite· 13 10 Black-and-White Warbler 2 2 
Killdeer 10 7 Hooded Warbler 2 2 
Rock Dove 8 3 American Redstart 2 1 
Mourning Dove ')~ 16 Ovenbird 13 7 

_0 

Black-billed Cuckoo 1 1 Louisiana Waterthrush 5 5 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 19 11 Common Yellowthroat 4 4 
Chimney Swift 5 2 Yellow-breasted chat 1 1 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 1 1 Scarlet Tanager 17 15 
Belted Kingfisher 1 1 Northern Cardinal ?- 20 _J 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 7 7 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 1 
Downy Woodpecker 2 2 Indigo Bunting 70 45 
Pileated Woodpecker J 5 Rufous-sided Towhee 44 30 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 13 11 Chipping Sparrow 48 34 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 17 16 Field Sparrow 31 25 
Acadian Flycatcher 2 2 Vesper Sparrow 10 6 
Great Crested Flycatcher ')- 23 Grasshopper Sparrow 25 13 

_J 

Eastern Phoebe 23 20 Song Sparrow 31 24 
Eastern Kingbird 11 8 Red-winged Blackbird 101 17 
Horned Lark 2 Eastern Meadowlark 48 26 
N. Rough-winged SwallOi\· 1 1 Common Grackle 17 10 
Barn Swallow 47 17 Brown-headed Cowbird 22 18 
Blue Jay 22 20 
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SPECIES 
Orchard Oriole 
Northern Oriole 
House Finch 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 

SPECIES 
Red-winged Blackbird 
American Robin 
Indigo Bunting 
Chipping Sparrow 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Barn Swallow 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
American Crow 
Tufted Titmouse 
American Goldfinch 

70 

TABLE 2 

NUMBER 
14 

9 
3 

32 
13 

MOST ABUNDANT SPECIES 

NUMBER 
101 

78 
70 
48 
48 
47 
44 
36 
34 
32 

STOPS PRESENT 
12 

9 
1 

17 
6 

% OF TOTAL 
7.6 
5.9 
5.4 
3.7 
3.7 
3.6 
3.4 
2.8 
2.6 
2.5 

1111 Lakeview Dr. 
Parkersburg, WV 26101 
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Noteworthy Plants of the 1989 Sortie 

E. E. Hutton and Reba Pfalzgraf 

A. Pteridophytes 
Common Horsetail 
Tree Clubmoss 
Rattlesnake Grape Fern 
Royal Fern 
Cinnamon Fern 
Interrupted Fern 
Marsh Fern 
Blunt-lobed Woodsia 
Sensitive Fern 
New York Fern 
Spinulose Shield Fern 
Intermediate Shield Fern 
Christmas Fern 
Southern Lady Fern 
Ebony Spleen Wort 
Pinnatifid Spleenwort 
Hay-Scented Fern 
Maidenhair Fern 
Bracken Fern 
Common Polypody 
B. Spermatophytes 
Dwarf Iris 
Mayflower 
Spiderwort 
Moccasin Flower 
Thyme-leaved sandwort 
Ninebark 
Sundew 
Columbine 
Flowering Raspberry 
Winebery 
Bird's Foot Violet 
Palmate Violet 
Primrose Violet 
White Sweet Violet 
Fragrant Sumac 
Black Chokeberry 
Bastard Toadflax 
New Jersey Tea 
Minnie Bush 
Mountain Laurel 
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Eqllisetlllli arvellse 
Lycopodium obseunwl 
BotrychiulI1 virgillimzum 
Osmullda regalis 
Osmllllda cimzamomea 
Osmunda claytollialla 
The/ypteris paillsh'is 
Woodsia obtllsa 
Onoclea sensibilis 
The/ypteris Ilovcboreacensis 
Dryopteris spimtlosa 
Dryopteris intermedia 
Polysticlwm acrostiehoides 
Athyriull1 asplclloides 
Asplenillm platynellroll 
Asplenium pilllzatifidilllli 
Del1l1staedtia plllleti/abuia 
Adimltll111 pedatllm 
Pteridium aquilil1unz 
Polypodiunz polypodidides 

Iris vema 
Maimltheml1l11 canadensc 
Tradescmltia virgilliana 
Cypripediunz aeallie 
Arellaria serpyllifolia 
Plzysiocarpus oplllifalills 
Drosera rotlll1difolia 
Aqllilegia canadensis 
Rllbus adaratus 
RlIbus phaellicolasills 
Viola pcdata 
Viola palmata 
Viola primulifolia 
Viola blallda 
Rhus aromatica 
Pyrus mclmlOcmpa 
Comandra 11111bellata 
CemlOthlls americm11ls 
MeI1ziesia pilosa 
Kalmia latifolia 
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Creeping Phlox 
Late Blueberry 
Black Huckleberry 
Dame's Rocket 
Moneywort 
Virginia Waterleaf 
Shooting Star 
Golden Knees 
Gray Beardtongue 
Dwarf Dandelion 
Mouse-eared Ha'wkweed 
Rattlesnake Hawkweed 

Phlox stolollifera 
Vaccillium vacillmzs 
Gaylllssacia baccata 
Hesperis matrollalis 
Lysimachia Il!lmmlliaria 
HydrophyllzlIIz virgillialla 
Dodecatizeoll meadia 
Clzrysogommz virgilliall!lIIz 
PellstemOlz cmzescells 
Krigia virgillica 
Hieracium pilosella 
Hieracirmz VellOSLl1ll 

1989 Sortie Miscellany 

A. MAMMALS 
Mammals recorded included: white-tailed deer, woodchuck gray squirrel, fox 

squirrel, rabbit, chipmunk, raccoon, bobcat, black bear and allegheny wood rat. 
The wood rat, which was nesting in the basement of the cabin, was live trapped by 

DNR personnel for all of us to see. On its release it hopped over the hill and out of 
sight. The DNR ranger said that there was a colony of them living in a nearby stone 
pile. The bear was seen at the trash cans on the last night of Sortie. 
R REPTILES 

The following were noted casually while we were in the area: pilot black snake, 
timber rattlesnake, garter snake. 
C. NESTS 

A few nests were reported: Eastern Phoebe by Tom Fox, Ovenbird by Greg Eddy, 
Indigo Bunting by Reba Pfalzgraf. 
D. SORTIE P ARTICIP ANTS 

Kvle Bush, Beth and Jim Bullard, Cindy Ellis, Tom Fox, George Hurley, E. E. 
Hutton, Virginia Johnson, Nevada Laitsch, Ann Plye, Reba Pfalzgraf, Carl Slater, Bill 
Smith, and Judy Ward. 
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A Big Day: 118 Species and a 
Chuck=will's=widow for Wood County 

Lorraine Rollefson 

On Mav 4, 1988 at 4:30 a.m Lynn Barnhart, John Blomberg, and I started out on 
our eighth annual Big Day Count. The sky was partly cloudy, the temperature 
approximately 50,0 and the winds were calm. Our first stop was downtown 
Parkersburg for the Common Nighthawk. We heard many Robins and even a 
Killdeer, but no Nighthawks. After searching for about one half hour, we headed for 
owl country; commenting that we weren't off to a good start. 

A few Whip-poor-wills were calling at the first stop. The Screech Owl soon 
answered, plus there were responses from the usual "Earlybirds" - the Cardinals, 
Song Sparrows and Towhees. I knew of an area off Old St. Mary's Pike where Barred 
Owls had been heard, and John remembered that someone had seen a Great 
Horned Owl nearby, so we made a quick decision to give it a try next. We arrived 
there about 5 :30 a. m, and after an unsuccessful attempt at the Barred Owl, we con­
tinued on Old St. Mary's Pike, stopping along the roadside for the Great Horned 
Owl. Whip-po or-wills were calling all around us from the hillsides. While absorbed 
if'. their calls, John shouted, "Listen, a Chuck-will's-widow!", which Lynn and I pic­
ked up instantly. We listened to him calling among the Whip-poor-wills. He was still 
callina when we left five minutes later. Lvnn wished he had his recording equip-b . 

ment along. He would definitely return to record him in the coming weeks and 
check to see if he was still around. We were thrilled to have gotten a Chuck-will's­
widow for our count and thought it was probably a record for Wood County. The 
three of us decided right then if we didn't break our record of 111 set last year, we 
had had a great day. And to think. not too many minutes ago we were disappointed 
because we didn't get the Nighthawk! 

vVe continued on. Some were annual stops, some were new. Each place we added 
species. We got the Prairie Warbler that we depend on each year to be at"his spot." 
We watched a pair of Worm-eating Warblers, he singing his little heart out, while 
she twittered among the branches and on the ground beneath them; a beautiful 
Ovenbird scratched among the leaves. There were a few unexpected encounters the 
Red- breasted nuthatch, the Wild Turkey, flocks of Purple Finches and Pine Siskins, 
a Red-shouldered Hawk calling, a Northern Parula (found at a new stop Lynn had 
suaaested) even the Great Blue Heron flving overhead as we stood in the 

bb ' . LJ 

woods! 
At 7:15 we had 53 species. By 10:30 we had 88 on our list and had moved into 

Pleasants County. There we found Double-crested Cormorants and Ring-billed 
Gulls on the Ohio River. At French Creek we saw t\\·o Bonaparte's Gulls (one in 
winter plumage, one in breeding plumage); a Forster's tern and an Osprey perched 
inconspicuously among four Turkey Vultures! At another stop in Belmont, we saw 
Greater and Lesser Yellmdegs and a field of Bobolinks. Our 100th bird was a female 
Common Goldeneve at Willow Island just before noon. A few minutes later we saw 
a Herring Gull. Th~n we headed back to Wood County and Sandy Creek Marsh. It 
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had started to rain while we were at Willow Island and it continued to rain, some­
times hard, the rest of the day. But we did not despair. We were going for all we 
could get, even though at this particular moment we questioned our efforts. Our 
spirits lifted when we arrived at Sandy Creek Marsh and spotted the Coot, Pectoral 
Sandpipers, Blue-winged Teal, "peeps" and Cliff and Bank Swallows. Next we saw 
some Swamp Sparrows and found an Eastern Kingbird sitting in a field with a few 
Doves. At4:15 we spotted a Savannah Sparrow that happened to hop up on a fence 
line as we were passing, bringing our total to 115. It was soon pouring rain and we 
were searching in vain for a Hairy Woodpecker, which has been seen each year, an 
Eastern Wood-pewee, the Acadian Flycatcher and a Broad-winged Hawk. There 
was hope for the flycatchers, if they were back; maybe even the Hairy. We drove 
through every wooded area we could, looking and listening, all the way back to Old 
St. Mary's Pike, where, again, we tried for the Barred OwL This time he ansv·:ered! 
Then it was off to Mineralwells where Lynn knew a Woodcock had been heard this 
spring. We sat in the car listening to the rain. The Woodcock started calling at 8:35 
during a period of no rain. We headed back to downtown ParkersburG for the o 
Nighthawk - none! On to Vienna, where, finally, we found one flying over the park-
ing lot of the K-Mart Shopping Center. Our day had ended at 9:35 p.m. We had 
travelled 107 miles and we had seen or heard 118 species. 

We didn't get the Hairy Woodpecker, Broad-winged Hawk or either flycatcher, 
nor did \ve see some of the usual migrant warblers; but we had had a very Good day _ 0 _ 

with lots of nice birds. The Chuck-will's-widow was definitely The Bird of the Day! 
And you can bet we have added the Old St Mary's Pike area as a place to stop! 

14 Langton Hill Rd. 
Landenber~ Pa. 19350 

Bartley Award Announced 

The Floyd Bartley Memorial Award was established bv an anonymous donor to 
honor the memory of Floyd Bartley. The award is for th-e best paper published in 
The Redstart resulting from original field study done in West Virginia or surround­
ing states. Papers done as part of a professional activity and paid for by an employer 
or grant are not eligible (See The Redstart43:68, 1976). This year's winner, announ­
ced at the BBC Winter Meeting at Jackson's Mill on February 24, is Lorraine Rollef­
son. Lorraine's winning article is " Annotated Check- List of Birds for Wood County 
and the Ohio River North to Belmont, West Virginia." (The Redstart 56 (4): 87-
95,1989.) 
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FIELD NOTES 

THE WINTER SEASON 
December 1989 through 
February, 1990 

Jim Phillips, Editor 
900 Reynolds Ave. 
Princeton, WV 24740 

The winter was unusual to say the least December produced record cold tem­
peratures and a bit of snow. Some Christmas Bird Counts were postponed due to 
sub-zero temperatures and several inches of snow. Several of the counts produced 
record high counts for various species. The weather for January and February pro­
duced records in the other direction-some areas reported temperatures near the 70-
75°F range during these months. A good many of the northern species were 
present, especially during the extreme cold of December. 

Grebes through raptors - Pied-billed Grebes were present before and after the 
streams froze. Double-crested Cormorants made an appearance in Huntington, 
Cabel Co. (TI) and Hinton, Summers OP) CO. Great Blue Herons seemed plentiful 
before the freeze and rather scarce during the warm weather. An immature Tundra 
Swan was on a pond near Hinkleville, Upshur Co. on January 17 (VH). A Mute 
Swan was present in Wood Co. most of February (MBC). 

It would be interesting to compare survey methods for waterfowL The West 
Virginia Dept of Natural Resources survey of the waterfowl on the Ohio and 
Kanawha Rivers was considered the highest on record (HG). The 6,222 individuals 
found were mostly of the dabbling variety. The diving ducks were few in number. 
Canada Geese were responsible for nearly half of the DNR count Wendel Argabrite 
considered waterfowl numbers down about 25%. At the same time, Allegheny 
Vistas survey recorded pretty good numbers of Buffleheads and Common 
Goldeneyes. 

Snow Geese were found in Mason (TI) and Wood (MBC) Counties. Canada 
Geese continue to be quite common. A Wood Duck drake remained in South 
Charleston, Kanawha Co. all winter. Wood Ducks had returned to the southern part 
of the state by late January OP). Two Northern Pintails were on Bluestone Lake, 
Summers Co. on Dec. 16 OP), and one was on the Tygart Valley River, Barbour Co. 
on January 8 (KB). A Northern Shoveler was on Bluestone Lake on December 16 
OP). Gadwalls were reported on the Ohio River by several observers. American 
Wigeons were seen on the Ohio (TI) and New OP) Rivers during the season. Arga­
brite found 35 Redheads on the Ohio River in mid-February. Ring-necked Ducks 
were reported widely across the state, while Lesser Scaup seemed restricted to the 
Ohio River. Hooded Mergansers were fairly common during the period. Common 
Mergansers were found only in Wood (MBC) and Cabel (WA) Counties. 

Black Vultures were seen several times in the vicinity of Brush Creek Falls and the 
W.Va. Turnpike, Mercer Co. from mid-January to the ~nd of the period OP). Turkey 
Vultures were reported in the Ohio Valley during the winter (A V, MBC). There was 
an increase in eagle sightings in the region. A Bald Eagle was seen near Charleston, 
Kanawha Co. (A V) in early January. Allegheny Vistas reported two Bald Eagles at 
Greenbottom, Mason Co. and two near Smokehole, Pendleton County. The 
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Mountwood Bird Club reported at least four individual Bald Eagles in Wood 
County during January and February and one adult in Pleasants County. 

Northern Harriers were found in Wood (MBC) and Mason (TI) Counties during 
the winter. Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks frequented many of the bird 
feeders in the region. Allegheny Vistas' winter raptor survey indicated lower num­
bers of Red-tailed Hawks and American Kestrels. Rough-legged Hawks wintered 
in Mason (A V, II, W A) and Pendleton (RBC) Counties. Golden Eagles (single 
birds) were seen on Barton Knob, on Cheat Mt., Spruce Knob, near Bowden, Ran­
dolph Co. (A V) and Princeton, Mercer CO. OP) during the season. Two birds, one 
carrying a stick, were seen near Shaver's Fork, Randolph County in January 
(BT). 

Gamebirds through warblers - Northern Bobwhites were even hard to find in 
their usual haunts (TD. Six American Woodcocks were seen in Beech Fork State 
Park on February 5 (MG). Courtship displays were observed in and near Princeton, 
Athens and Lerona, Mercer CO. OP) by the second week of February. Three 
Bonaparte's Gull were noted along the Ohio River on February 12 (TI). Ring-billed 
Gulls were considered very common along the Ohio River during the winter (TI). 
They were also reported from Wood (MBC) and Summers OP) Counties. Herring 
Gulis were found in Wood (MBC) and Cabell (TI) Counties. 

An IS-year high count for Rock Doves was made on the Pipestem, Summers Co. 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC hereafter). Ralph Bell likewise had an all-time high for 
Mourning Doves on his CBC Tom Igou found his first Barn Owl in 20 years in the 
Green Bottom Swamp area on December 31. Wendell Argabrite took pictures of 
one in the same area on January 14 and 21. Eastern Screech-Owls were mentioned 
bv several observers. The Wheeling CBC group found 137 of these birds, but since 
the daytime cre\v didn't make it out, it won't count for the official count sent to 
Audubon OB). A few observers mentioned Great Horned and Barred Owls. A 
Short-eared Owl was observed and photographed at Glenwood S'wamp, Mason 
Co. (WA) on December 10,16 and 17. 

Red-headed Woodpeckers were located in Wood (MBC) and Cabell (TI) Coun­
ties. Ralph Bell reported an all time high for Red- bellied Woodpeckers on his CBC 
The Pipestem CBC had an all time high for Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. Sapsuckers 
were also noted for Kanawha (HG), Wood (MBC) and Barbour (KB) Counties. 
Horned Larks were considered scarce in the northeastern part of the region (RB) 
and fairly common in the west (TI). Bell had an all-time high for Tufted Titmice on 
his CBC Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported over most of the region during 
the entire period. Several areas had good populations of Carolina Wrens. Based on 
an all time high on his CBC and other observations, Bell suggests deep snow deter­
mines Carolyn Wren numbers rather than cold temperatures. Winter Wrens 
seemed fairly easy to find over most of the region. Igou found Brown Thrashers at 
Beech Fork State Park and Ona, Cabell County. Kathleen Finnegan was unable to 
locate most of the Loggerhead Shrikes in her usual spots during December. She sug­
gests the December cold or predators may be the cause. Someone should launch a 
survey for this species in West Virginia while some individuals are still found here! 
Yellow-rumped Warblers seemed pretty widespread and fairly common. 

Sparrows through finches - American Tree Sparrows appeared over most of the 
region, even as far south as Summers Co. (JP). Song Sparrows and Dark-eyed Jun-
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cos appeared in all-time high numbers on the Pipestem CBC OP). White-throated 
Sparrows were reported in fewer numbers. Some small groups of blackbirds 
returned as early as mid-January. Red-winged Blackbirds, Common Grackles and 
Brown-headed Cowbirds were present in most areas by mid-February. Bell repor­
ted 600+ Rusty Blackbirds in his area of Pennsylvania. 

A few Purple Finches were found. House Finch numbers continue to skyrocket A 
Dark-eyed Junco (Oregon race) was in Barboursville, Cabell Co. during the season 
(TI). Red Grossbills were seen along WV Route 20 near the entrances to Pipestem 
and Bluestone State Parks, Summers Co., just after Christmas OP). Red Crossbills 
were also seen in the parking lot at Silver Creek Ski Resort, Pocahontas Co. during 
February (DC). White-winged Crossbills were also seen in the parking lot at Silver 
Creek Ski Resort, Pocahontas Co. during February (DC). White-winged Crossbills 
were present in Wood Co. from December 30 to February 17 (MBC). Common Red­
polls were found in Wood Co. around Christmas time (MBC). It was another inva­
sion year for Pine Siskins with some areas reporting as many as 200 at one time. 
Evening Grosbeaks seemed spotty over most of the region. A flock of 17 remained 
on Pipestem State Park throughout the season OP). 

Contributors - Allegheny Vistas (A V), Jay Buckelew OB), Kyle Bush (KB), Ralph 
Bell (RB), Dave Chaffin (DC), Hullet Good (HG), Mike Griffith (MG), Virginia Bly 
Hoover (VH), Tom Igou (TI), Mountwood Bird Club (MBC), Rockingham Bird 
Club (RBC), and Bill Tolin (BT). 

Short-eared Owl at Glenwood Swamp. Photo by Wendell Argabrite. 
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Banding News 

Ralph Bell, Editor 
RD. I, Box 229 

Clarksville, P A 15322 

Thousands of Chimney Swifts Trapped in 
a Huntington, West Virginia Church 

Leon Wilson 

Columbus Day, Monday October 12, 1987, appeared to be just another routine 
day. The sun was bright, the trees were beginning to be brightly colored, and the fall 
migration was in full swing. While banding a few Cedar Waxwings and American 
Robins. I was called to the telephone. The call was from the Highlawn Baptist 
Church in Huntington West Virginia, asking if I would come and remove some 
birds from the church basement. I questioned the caller as to the kind of birds and 
the number. She said she didn't know what kind they were, but that there were 
"hundreds." I doubted the number, but told her I would be there as soon as possible. 
I then called a friend, Mike Griffith, told him the story and asked him to meet me at 
the church. This done, I furled my open nets, packed my banding equipment and 
drove the fifteen miles to the church. 

When I arrived at the church, I went to the office to get more information, but was 
met at the door by a nervous lady who hurriedly asked me to come and remove a 
bird from the office window. There was one very frightened Chimney Swift flutter­
ing about the window which I caught, took outside, and released. On reentering the 
building, I met Mike; he had arrived earlier and had already checked the basement. 
"You won't believe this," was his remark as he led the way to the basement. As we 
opened the steel fire door, two birds flew over our heads, up the steps, and into 
other parts of the church. The dimly-lit room which we entered housed the church 
ventilating fan in one corner. The room was twenty-one feet square with 3x5 foot 
offsets in the two corners of one end. These two corners were under stair wells 
where the ceiling rose to twenty feet in height, while the rest of the room had a ten 
foot high ceiling. The walls next to the ceiling, in the high end, were black with 
Chimney Swifts and there were hundreds more flying about the room. After sur­
veying the situation, I went back to the car to get the collecting buckets while Mike 
called Janet Fletcher, the President of the Huntington Tri-State Audubon Society, to 
come and help. Also, Dr. Lawton Searcy, the pastor, arrived and offered his 
help. 

By using a step ladder and climbing on the utility lines (electrical conduit, water, 
and sewer), we could reach most of the birds. The swifts were so thick we could 
catch two or three in one hand. We put about twenty birds in each bucket, and in a 
verv short time all four buckets ,ve had were full. We then began using large grocery 
bags from the church kitchen as containers for the birds. Soon, we had eighteen bags 
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with about twenty birds in each bag. At this time, we took the captured swifts outside 
and released them, one at a time, checking each to see if it might have been banded. 
We kept count of the total number as we released them. We continued to do this 
until it became too late to release any more. 

The next morning, we returned to the birds that were left. It took almost four 
hours to catch the remaining birds. Luckily, I had a butterfly net in the car. This 
became a great tool for catching the last forty or fifty birds. We spent another hour 
catching the birds that were flying about in other sections of the church. During two 
days of hard work, we released 1738 chimney swifts with only one casualty. This 
on-e had flown into an automobile passing by. Of this total, I banded 277 birds: I 
would have banded more, but that was the total number of proper size bands that I 
had on hand. 

After the release of the last swift, we started to look for the place of entry of the 
birds into the basement. Finally we found an opening, at the floor level, behind the 
ventilating fan. The opening, which measured 12x36 inches, was at the base of the 
chimney and the exhaust system. As we knelt on our hands and knees, trying to see 
into the opening with a flashlight, we could hear more fluttering within. Reaching 
into the opening, I found there was only a very small hole as the rest was blocked by 
debris (pieces of lumber, reinforcing wire, and small chunks of concrete). We began 
removing dead birds from the opening. We removed about three hundred, some of 
which were already beginning to spoil. These filled a large garbage can about two­
thirds full. We couldn't reach any more birds, nor could we hear any more noise, so 
we concluded we had finished the job. 

One week later, a dead animal smell began to permeate the building. The church 
custodians returned to the opening in the basement and found this to be the source 
of the odor. Using the necessary tools, they removed the trash that blocked the 
opening and found more dead birds. They were forced to wear coveralls, rubber 
gloves, and a gas mask in order to remove the birds. When finished, they had 
removed eight garbage cans full of birds; we guessed the total to number abol..lt 
3,000. As an added problem, there was over a gallon of fly larvae (maggots) to be 
swept and shoveled into the cans. The next week the church was inundated with 
flies, hatched from the larvae missed in the clean-up. There were so many the 
church was forced to call an exterminator. 

The exact cause of this tragedy is somewhat of a mystery. During migration, large 
flocks of Chimney Swifts are frequently observed using chimneys for roosting. This 
particular chimney was an ordinary masonry chimney extending about ten feet 
above the roof of a three story building. It had one eighteen inch and one twenty­
four inch square flue liner. These liners were glazed tile, thirty inches long, which 
would limit the amount of perching space. No one will ever know exactly what hap­
pened, but I would guess that the following scenario would approximate what took 
place. The flock that was attempting to roost here was extremely large. Perhaps 
when they started entering the chimney in such numbers, the first birds were forced 
to the bottom where many were pressured through the opening into the basement. 
As the pressure continued from above, one or more were caught on the wire in the 
trash and the hole was soon plugged. As the flight continued into the chimney, the 
birds at the bottom were smothered or crushed by the sheer weight of the late 
entrants. Again, no one will know for sure what took place. We were pleased to have 

THE REDSTART - JULY, 1990 79 



been able to release some of the birds so that they could continue their flight to Peru, 
but very sorry that so many perished. 

Book Review 

Box 105 
Ona, WV 25545 

A Field Guide to Advanced Birding by Kenn Kaufman. 1990. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston. 299 pp., illus. Price 522.95 cloth, 514.95 paperback 

Which birds give you the most trouble in the field? Can you sort out Black-capped 
and Carolina Chickadees, Greater and Lesser Scaup, fall Blackpoll, Bay-breasted, 
and Pine Warblers, Empidonax flycatchers, Northern and Louisiana Water­
thrushes, female House and Purple Finches? How about winter loons, medium­
sized white herons (These confused some people at the Cedar Lakes Foray.), 
Accipiters, shorebirds, gulls in various plummages, and terns? And if you travel out 
west would the hummingbirds confuse you? Could you tell a Bendire's Thrasher 
from a Curve-billed Thrasher? All of these problems and dozens of other birds that 
are tricky to identify, at least in some plummages or seasons, are treated by Ken 
Kaufman in this new Peterson Field Guide. Kaufman excells at detailed, thorough 
discussions of the finer points of bird identification, something readers of American 
Birds and Birding already know, for Kaufman has written excellent articles on the 
subject for both of these popular journals. I found the explanations to be very clear. 
He goes right to the heart of each problem, tells us the best field marks, warns us of 
ambiguous features, explains how birds vary with age, season, and plummage. The 
line drawings, also by the author, are useful. They illustrate exactly the points made 
in the text. 

For the most part Kaufman's advice is excellent, but experts may argue with some 
of his statements. For example, I got into a little trouble a few years ago when I 
recommended the relatively neat line between bib and breast of the Carolina Chic­
kadee as a good field mark (See The Redstart 51 (3) :96-97) for distinguishing it from 
the Black-capped Chickadee. Kenneth Parkes of the Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History took me to task on that one, claiming that it isn't a reliable field mark, that 
Carolinas can have an irregular line between bib and breast in some cases. After 
looking at all of the chickadees at the Carnegie Museum recently, I have to agree. 
Except that I still maintain that if a chickadee has a clean, neat bib with a nice even 
line between bib and breast, it is most likely a Carolina Chickadee. Kaufman recom­
mends the same field mark, so I guess he may be hearing from Parkes. Kaufman also 
adds another field mark that is very good. The white in the wing of the Black-capped 
Chickadee extends into the greater \Ying coverts, the lighter gray in the Carolina 
Chickadees' wing is most evident only on the edges of the secondary flight feathers. 
Of course there are other features of these birds that need to be noted too. Kaufman 
also discusses size and shape of chickadees and vocalizations, and he points out that 
in areas where the two species come into contact, such as occurs in many places in 
West Virginia, one is likely to encounter hybirds that you will just have to call 
chickadees. 
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This book is field guide size, but it is not a field guide. Most people will find it more 
useful as a reference to be studied carefully before going into the field. Some of the 
discussions are extensive and require study. But nowhere could one find so many 
species discussed so well in such a small, handy volume. This book will help the 
average bird watcher advance to expert quickly. There will be times when even 
advanced bird watchers with much experience or long lists to their credit will want 
to refer to this book 

A.R Buckelew Jr. 
Editor 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

Ornithological Books for Sale 

Birds of Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood .................................. 5 2.00 
A Field Guide to Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison ......................... 513.00 

Peterson Field Guide Series, 257 pps., 222 color photos of nests and eggs, 222 bird 
sketches. Info. on range, habitat, etc. for species East of Miss. R. H.H.H. is past 
president of the BBC and honorary member. Autographed. 

Field Guide to Western Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison ................... 511.00 
Birds of North America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer. 

Popular field guide, excellent color illus., range maps, field marks. Autographed. 
Softback 5 8.75 

Hardback 511.00 
West Virginia Birds by George Hall ..................................... 520.00 
The High Alleghenies by]. Lawrence Smith ............................. 515.00 
Dozen Birding Hotspots by George Harrison. Autographed ................ 510.95 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed .............. 514.75 
America's Favorite Backyard Birds by Kit and George Harrison ............. 514.75 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by N. Bayard Green and Thomas K. Pauley 
.................................................................... 512.00 

Add 52.00 for postage per order. 
Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car ................... 51.00 
Bumper Tag - BBC .................................................... 51.00 
BBC Shoulder Patch ................................................... 51.50 
BBC License Plate ..................................................... 52.00 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 
Original papers in the field of natural history are published in the Redstart. Papers 

are judged on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. 
Scientific accuracy is most important and to this end an Advisory Board, selected by the 
Editorial Staff, will review submitted papers. Papers should be typewritten, double 
spaced on one side of the paper only. Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very 
important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
The Brooks Bird Club is a non-profit organization whose objective is to encourage 

the study and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership 
includes subscriptions to the REDSTART and MAILBAG and entitles one to all the 
privileges offered by the Club. Classes of membership are: Student, 55.00; Individual, 
514.00; Family 517.00; Sustaining, 525.00; Life, 5200.00. Checks should be written 
payable to the Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood Avenue, Wheeling, West 
Virginia 26003. 


