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Summer Tanager Sighted 
at Camp Giscowheco, Ohio County, W. Va. 

Martha D. Kulp and Pat Bartolo 

During the first early morning bird walk at the 1981 session of the Oglebay Institute 
Junior Nature Camp at Camp Giscowheco, my group of campers was fortunate to see 
the Summer Tanager. This was on August 3, 1981 at approximately 8:00 a.m. 

We had just approached the edge of Middle Wheeling Creek when a red bird 
appeared about midway in a large sycamore tree. At first fleeting glance, we thought it 
to be a Cardinal - then a Scarlet Tanager, but finally David Seidensticker bravely 
pronounced it a Summer Tanager. And - he was right! 

From that moment on - the most asked question in camp was - "Have you seen the 
Summer Tanager?" Excitement reigned. 

Junior Nature Camp was in session from August 2 to August 14. Tuesday, August 4, 
was the only day this bird was not reported as having been seen. 

On August 7, a female Tanager was observed for the first time. Because of the 
association with the male Summer Tanager, we assumed it to be the female of this 
species. We were not seeing male Scarlet Tanagers in this area. Again on the early 
morning walk, along the creek where the bird was first seen, the male Summer 
Tanager, as if on cue, flew onto a wire that crossed over the field between the creek 
and the wooded hillside. In full view of all my group, it perched and sang. Such perfect 
timing! What more could we ask? This was August 8. 

Until August 10, sightings were made only along the creek or in the shower area 
located at the edge of the wooded hillside, not far from the main dining hall of Camp 
Giscowheco. On August 10, however, sometime after 4:00 p.m., the male bird was 
seen at close range in the Mingo area of the campground by just a few very excited 
campers. If we were seeing only one bird, he had extended his range onto the hill. 
Again on August 11, at approximately 3:30 p.m., he was seen in Mingo area, the unit 
for the youngest campers. 

To my knowledge, and I did check with Glen Phillips, the Summer Tanager had not 
been on our Oglebay Junior Camp bird list in previous years. However, Sue Hohman, 
a neighbor living down the road from Camp Giscowheco, when hearing of our find, 
stated that she had seen a Summer Tanager in her yard last year. She, however, had 
made no official report. There are at least two other Summer Tanager records from the 
West Virginia Northern Panhandle: June 21, 1953 in Marshall County (Gorman, 1954) 
and August 4, 1961 in Ohio County (Breiding, 1962). 

I would judge that 900/0 of the approximately 100 persons in camp saw the bird at 
least once during the two-week camping period. For most of them, it was recorded as a 
life bird - the Junior Nature Camp bird of 1981. 

The sightings of the rose-red Summer Tanager and his orange-yellow mate at Camp 
Giscowheco in Ohio County, W. Va. in August, 1981 was a birding experience to be 
remembered for a life-time. 

Literature Cited: 
Breiding, G. G. 1962. Summer Tanager in Ohio County. Redstart, 29:17. 
Gorman, M. 1954. Summer Tanager in Marshall County. Redstart, 21:45. 

114 

3499 Orchard Avenue 
Finleyville, P A. 15332 

THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1981 

Breeding Record for 
Yellow-throated Warbler in 

Ohio County, W. Va. 
Charles Conrad 

In years gone by we never recorded the Yellow-throated Warbler in the Wheeling, 
West Virginia territory. Not until recent years, c'.id we record it, and then only on rare 
occassions during spring migration. However, over the past six or eight years, it has 
been recorded more frequently. Dr. A. R. Buckelew, Jr., in his work for the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Service, has recorded the Yellow-throated Warbler in mid-summer on 
Fish Creek in Marshall County and on the Buffalo Creek in Brooke County. Ralph Bell 
caught an immature Yellow-throated Warbler in his nets late July 1981 in his yard in 
Clarksville, Pennsylvania and thinks they are on the increase in Greene County. 

In May of 1980, while leading a bird walk, several of us thought we heard a 
Yellow-throated Warbler singing along Middle Wheeling Creek near the Girl Scout 
camp, Camp Giscowheco. We kept checking and finally ran down the bird. It was a 
Yellow-throated Warbler. The nell.i day we heard and saw the bird and kept a close 
watch and found the nest about 35-40 feet high in a sycamore tree along the creek. The 
male more or less guided us to the nest, and we were able to observe the female sitting 
on the nest. Since May is a busy month for me, I did not get to go back to check the 
nest except one time. About ten days later the adults were feeding the young. 

This is the first reported nesting, as far as !know, of the Yellow-throated Warbler in 
Ohio County. Glen Phillips said he heard the bird singing in the same sycamore tree 
August 4, 1981, so apparently the Yellow-throated Warbler has established itself in 
Ohio County, West Virginia. 

Triadelphia, W.Va. 

Screech Owl Survey, 
Jefferson County , West Virginia 

Kathy Devaul 

In October 1980, I did a Screech Owl survey of a section covering approximately 
one-third of Jefferson County, West Virginia to complete a requirement for Special 
Topics: Field Ornithology at Shepherd College. I used the same stops used for the 
Christmas bird count owl survey done in this area in December 1979. Fifty-eight stops 
were made at half mile intervals. avoiding houses. At each stop, I played a tape 
recording of a Screech Owl. I let the taped 0\'11 call play three or four times; then I shut 
off the tape and listened. If I heard nothing, I played the tape again. If there was still 
no answer, I usually moved on to the next stop. If an owl was in the area, he usually 
responded after the first playing. When I got an answer to the tape. I whistled a 
Screech Owl call back echoing him. This calling back and forth went on until the owl 
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came in close enough to spotlight or until it was apparent that he was not going to 
come in any closer. If the owl was going to come in close, he usually did so without 
much coaxing. Thus it did not take long to know if I would get a look at him. 

I went out two nights for this survey, beginning the count each night at 12 midnight. 
By using approximately the same stops and starting at the same time as the 1979 
Christmas count owl survey, a comparison can be made between the count made in 
December 1979 and the ones made in October 1980. I chose two nights as close 
together as I could manage, October 7 and 9, to see if time made a difference in 
numbers heard or seen. The first night I started at stop number one and finished the 
58th stop at 6 a.m.; the second night I started at stop number 58 and worked 
backwards ending at stop number one at 5:45 a.m. 

The night of the December 16,1979 count was very cold. The temperature was down 
to 30°. October 7, 1980 had an overnight low of 43° and October 9, 1979 had an 
overnight low of 52°. The sky was clear during all three counts. 

The table shows the results for the three surveys. The time did not appear to 
influence the numbers. I got the same total number of Screech Owls each of the two 
nights I was out in October 1980. This number, however, is lower than the total 
number of Screech Owls obtained in December 1979. The distribution of the owls 
throughout the survey area seems to be nearly the same. There was a total of 32 
Screech Owls recorded on the December 1979 count and 29 on each ofthe October 1980 
counts. Since the distribution differences between the December 1979 and the 
October 1980 counts are not great, I would assume the same owls are still in residence 
or new ones have filled the already existing territories. 

More responses were received at stops with open field habitat than those having 
deciduous forest habitats. This is probably due to the owls hunting in the open fields. 
All the fields had small groups of trees or tree fence rows, but the trees were a good 
distance from the road. This may be one reason I was unable to call many owls in close 
enough to spotlight them. 

There were three red and three gray phase Screech Owls seen on the December 1979 
count, four red and one gray on October 7, 1980, and four red and three gray on 
October 9, 1980. 

A map showing the location of the stops can be obtained from the Brooks Bird Club 
Headquarters Chapter in Wheeling or f{om the author. 

Stop Number Dec. 16, 1979 Oct. 7, 1980 Oct. 9,1980 Habltat* 
1 - 11 

12 1 1 H-l 
13 6 4 3 H-l 
14 1 2 3 H-l 
15 1 1 1 H-2 
16 2 1 H-1 
17 1 1 2 H-2 
18 2 1 1 H-l 
19 1 1 1 H-1 
20 1 1 1 H-2 
21 1 1 1 H-2 
22 1 1 1 H-l 
23 1 H-1 
24 2 H-2 

* (H-l) Open fields (H-2) Forest 
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25 - 26 H-2 
27 2 1 H-l 
28 1 H-1 
29 H-2 
30 H-2 

31- 34 
35 H-1 
36 1 H-l 

37 - 38 
39 2 2 3 H-1 

40 - 41 
42 2 H-2 

Stop Number Dec. 16, 1979 Oct. 7, 1980 Oct. 9, 1980 Habltat* 
43 1 H-2 
44 2 H-2 
45 
46 1 H-1 
47 1 1 H-2 
48 1 1 H-2 
49 
5 1 H-1 
51 1 1 H-1 

52 - 54 
55 H-l 

56 - 58 

* (H-1) Open fields (H-2) Forest 

17 Mozart Rd. 
Wheeling, W. Va. 26003 

THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1981 117 



BIRDS OBSERVED AT THE NATIONAL FISHERIES CENTER, LEETOWN, WEST VIRGINIA 

APRIL 1980 - SEPTEMBER 1981 

by Robert A. Honig 1 

The National Fisheries Center (NFC) of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is a world renowned center for research, development, and training in fish 
health, aquaculture, and fishery management. It is located on a 232-acre site 
on Hopewell Run in the eastern panhandle of West Virginia, 6 miles from 
Charles Town, West Virginia. The following list (Table 1) contains records of 
bi rds seen or hea rd on the NFC property from Apri 1 1980 through September 
1981. Each record indicates that a given species was identified at least once 
during a given month; some of the less common, transient species were observed 
only once. The observations were not the results of an intensive, formal 
survey; rather, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employees who have an interest 
in birds made the observations mostly before and after work, from office 
windows, and during lunch periods. Many of the observations during the winter 
months were made at feeders near office buildings (one feeder had visits from 
over 35 species of birds from November 1980 through April 1981). Because 
observations could only be made when time allowed, it is likely that some bird 
speci es in the Leetown area were not observed duri ng months when they were 
present on the NFC property. Species such as black vultures, hawks, owls, 
bobwhite, woodcock, yellow-bellied sapsuckers, phoebes, bluebirds, and several 
migrating warblers and other songbird species may fall into this category. 

The species list (Table 1) is arranged by famil ies of birds, with the 
common name given first and the scientific name following parenthetically. 
Common names of bird species are listed as found in the A.B.A. Checklist, 
prepared by the checklist committee of the American Birding Association (Box 
4335, Austin, TX 78765) and A Field Guide to Birds East of the Rockies, 
4th Edition, by Roger Tory Peterson (published in 1980 by Houghton Mifflin 
Co., Boston, MA). The number of bird species observed monthly from April 1980 
through July 1981 is noted at the beginning of Table 1. 

The NFC property includes mature deciduous woodlots, brush, hedgerows, 
open fields, abandoned farmland, several fish ponds and reservoirs, streams, 
cattail marshes, and an area of office buildings and houses with well mani
cured 1 awns and scattered trees (see Fi gure 1). Because of thi s vari ety of 
habitat types found on the property, the NFC affords an opportunity to observe 
a fairly large number of bird species in a relatively small area. For 
example: kingfishers, snipe, herons, waterfowl, and migrating ospreys are 
seen on the streams and ponds; sandpipers and other shorebirds are attracted 
to areas of shallow water in the ponds and may be especially common if some of 
the ponds are drained during the spring and fall migrations; seven species of 
wood peckers and a wi de va ri ety of other songbi rds have been observed in and 
near the woodlots; bobwhite, ring-necked pheasant, and a number of sparrow 
speci es are seen in brush and hedgerows; ha~lks, vultures, and crows are 
regularly observed in the skies over Leetown; and blackbirds are seen in the 
cattail marshes and elsewhere on the property. Many species have been 
observed breeding on the NFC property during the summer months. 

1 Ecologist, U.S. Fish and Wildl ife Service, Eastern Energy and Land Use 
Team, Route 3, Box 44 (Leetown), Kearneysville, WV 25430 
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There was a notable absence of woodland birds during the summer months, 
most probably due to the absence of extensive stands of trees required by 
these species for breeding. Yet the NFC serves as a stopover during the 
spring (April-May) and fall (August-October) migrations for both woodland and 
many other bird species (see Table 1). The total number of species recorded 
from April 1980 through September 1981 was 155. 

Other bird species observed at the NFC prior to the period of this study 
(dates unspecified), in addition to those listed in Table 1, include little 
blue heron, green-winged teal, canvasback, common goldeneye, bufflehead, 
oldsquaw, purple gallinule, herring gull, barred owl, whip-poor-will, and 
winter wren (from an in-house publication: "National Fisheries Center as an 
Outdoor Laboratory, A Workshop for Pub 1 i c SchoolTeachers, Apri 1 25, 1980"). 

The grounds of the NFC are open daily during daylight hours. There also 
is a Vi s itor Center that is open da i 1y from 8 AM to 4 PM, ~lay 1 to September 
30. For information call 304-725-2061. 

Acknowledgments: In addition to the author, the following U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service, Eastern Energy and Land Use Team employees made field observa
tions and provided editorial assistance for this study: John S. Barclay, Jay 
Benforado, Robert H. Decker, Calvin W. DuBrock, Nina S. Fraser, Douglas N. 
Gladwin, Glenn R. Gravatt, Susan M. Lauritzen, Lauren A. Lyons, Rita M. 
Maroncelli, Diana L. Mullis, Sharon R. Rose, Dianne J. Rowse, R. Nicholas 
Rowse, R. Kent Schreiber, Charles A. Segelquist, Lawrence J. Slaski, and Bryan 
L. Swift. 
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Table 1. Birds observed at the National Fisheries Center, Leetown, West Virginia, April 1980 - September .... 
1981 (x = positive identification, ? = unconfirmed sighting). N .... 

1980 1981 
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP 

TOTAL SPECIES 74 81 59 56 62 66 66 50 48 51 53 58 87 94 61 56 63 63 

GREBES (Podicipedidae) 
Pied-billed Grebe x x x 

HERONS, BITTERNS (Ardeidae) 
Great Blue Heron x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Green Heron x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Great Egret x x x x x 
Black-crowned Night Heron x 
Leas t Bittern x 
American Bittern x 

WATERFOWL (Anatidae) 
Whistling Swan ? x 
Canada Goose x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Snow Goose x 
Mall ard x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x .... 
American Black Duck x 00 

Q\ 
Blue-wi nged Teal x x x x x x x .... 
Northern Shoveler x ~ Wood Duck x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Lesser Scaup x x x = 0 

AMERICAN VULTURES (Cathartidae) E) Turkey Vul ture x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 0 Black Vulture x x x 
I HAWKS (Accipitridae) 

Sharp-shinned Hawk x x x x x x H 
Cooper's Hawk x ~ Red-tailed Hawk x x x x x x x x x x 
Red-shouldered Hawk ? x rn x x ~ 
Broad-winged Hawk x x x x ~ Bald Eagle ? ? 
Northern Harrier x x x x ~ 
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Table 1 (continued) . 

OSPREY (Pandionidae) 
Osprey 

FALCONS (Falconidae) 
American Kestrel 

QUAILS, PHEASANTS (Phasianidae) 
Common Bobwhite 
Ring-necked Pheasant 

RAILS, COOTS (Rallidae) 
Sora 
American Coot 

PLOVERS (Charadriidae) 
Semipalmated Plover 
Killdeer 
Black-bellied Plover 

SANDPIPERS (Scolopacidae) 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
American Woodcock 
Common Snipe 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Western Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 

GULLS, TERNS (Laridae) 
Ring-billed Gull 
Common Tern 
Black Tern 

PIGEONS, DOVES (Columbidae) 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 

Table 1 (continued). 

CUCKOOS (Cuculidae) 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 

TYPICAL OWLS (Strigidae) 
Common Screech Owl 
Great Horned Owl 

GOATSUCKERS (Caprimulgidae) 
Common Nighthawk 

SWIFTS (Apodidae) 
Chimney Swift 

HUMMINGBIRDS (Trochilidae) 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

KINGFISHERS (Alcedinidae) 
Belted Kingfisher 

WOODPECKERS (Picidae) 
Common Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Ha i ry Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS (Tyrannidae) 
Eastern Kingbird 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eas tern Phoebe 
Eastern Pewee 

SWALLOWS (Hirundinidae) 
Tree Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cl iff Swallow 
Purple Martin 

------1980 1981-----
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY'JUN JUL AUG SEP 

xx xx xx xx 

x x x x x 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
x x x 

x 
x x x x 

x x x 
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

x 

x x x x x 
xx xx xxx x 
xx xxx x xx xx 
x x x x x x x x x x 
x x x x 

x x x x x x x x x x x 
x 

x 
x x 

x x x x 
x x x 

x 
x x x x x x x 

x x x x 
x 
x x 
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Table 1 (continued) . 

------1980 1981-----
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP 

JAYS, CROWS (Corvidae) 
Blue Jay x x x 
American Crow x x x 
Fish Crow x x x 

TITMICE (Paridae) 
Black-capped Chickadee x x 
Carolina Chickadee x x x 
Tufted Titmouse x x x 

NUTHATCHES (Sittidae) 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 

CREEPERS (Certhiidae) 
Brown Creeper 

WRENS (Troglodytidae) 
House Wren x x x 
Carolina Wren x x x 

MIMIC THRUSHES (Mimidae) 
Northern Mockingbird x x x 
Gray Catbird x x 
Brown Thrasher x x 

THRUSHES (Turdidae) 
American Robin x x x 
Wood Thrush x x 
Veery x 
Eastern Bluebird x x 

GNATCATCHERS, KINGLETS (Sylviidae) 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher x x x 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet x x 

WAXWINGS (Bombycillidae) 
Cedar Waxwing 

SHRIKES (Laniidae) 
Loggerhead Shrike 

Table 1 (continued). 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

x x x x x x x 
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
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x x x x x x x 
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------1980 1981.-----
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP 

STARLINGS (Sturnidae) 
European Starling 

VIREOS (Vireonidae) 
White-eyed Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 

WOOD WARBLERS (Parulidae) 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Northern Parula Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Cape May Wa rb 1 er 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
P ra i ri e Wa rb 1 e r 
Palm Warbler 
Ovenbird 
Northern Waterthrush 
Connecticut Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Hooded Warbler 
Canada Wa rb 1 er 
American Redstart 

WEAVER FINCHES (Ploceidae) 
House Sparrow 
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Report From Ottawa 
Frank Bell 

Of the eleven species of owls found in northeastern North America, ten are usually 
seen in the Ottawa area every year. Only the Barn Owl is accidental, even though it 
bred in 1980 in Winchester, 25 miles south of the city. Of the ten usually seen yearly. 
there is no assurance that a Hawk, Great Gray, or Boreal Owl will turn up. 

The Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club traditionally organizes three bird counts 
annually - spring, fall and Christmas. Except for the standard area of the Christmas 
Count, the other two are of the "Ottawa Region," which was originally within a 30 
mile radius of the Tower ofthe Parliament BUildings, but now is within 50 kilometers, 
or 31 miles. On these counts a few energetic persons get up early or drag through until 
late in the hope of getting an owl or two. But in any case the date of these counts is not 
really appropriate for obtaining good information on owl numbers. So this year an owl 
census was organized in March, with phenomenal and unexpected results. 

Originally it was planned to cover about a ten day period, with a concentrated count 
period on one weekend, but due to some surprising results, and to lack of adequate 
coverage during the original period, the final count period was from March 6th to 
March 29th. Approximately 45 observers were out at least once, and more than 15 
were out twice or more. Most of the censusing was done at night, and by sound. All 
participants had topographic maps on which to record where the owls were heard or 
seen. After many hours of studying and tabulating the results in order to avoid 
duplication as far as possible, the main organizer Bernie Ladouceur and others came 
up with the final, surprising results. A total of 338 individual owls of 8 species had 
been recorded. A short summary follows. 

Great Horned Owl - 129 individuals. This was lower than expected for this owl, 
which is the most common bird predator of the region. 

Saw-whet Owl - 110. This was higher than expected for this common migrant and 
summer resident. But on a sound census it no doubt has an advantage over the last 
species, as the Saw-whet can call on and on for much of the night, so is less likely to be 
missed. Also, how many of these were merely passing though? 

Long-eared Owl. - 57. This was an incredible number for a supposedly scarce owl. It 
is another constant caller, although the common rhythmic "hoot" is not on the 
Peterson Eastern bird record. 

Barred Owl - 17. This is another sporadic caller, so there could be more. 
Short-eared Owl - 11. This species is somewhat diurnal, and the census was not 

geared to this species since it is generally silent after dark. The species is "resident" 
for rather long periods in the fall and spring and in some winters, and there is 
occasional proof of nesting. 

Snowy Owl - 7. This is a diurnal. non-breeding species. 
Screech Owl - 4. There are certainly some more in the area, but their calling is 

erratic. It is a long-time nester near the center of the city. 
Boreal Owl- 2. These were perhaps the most exciting finds of the census, and were 

the first ever heard in the area. The call is relatively unknown, and if one were heard 
calling after the snipe arrive, it could be passed off as that species. 

All in all it was a very interesting census, and with experience much more about 
owls in the Ottawa area \vill be discovered. 

1801 Botsford St. 
Ottawa, Canada KIG·IN4 
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Banding News 
Edited by 

Ralph K. BeD, Editor 
R.D.l Box 229 

OarksviUe, Pa. 15322 

Ten Years of Banding at the Brooks 
Nature Center .. Oglebay Institute 

In the fall of 1969 the Brooks Nature Center began a winter bird-banding 

program involving mist netting of resident and migratory birds attracted to 

bird feeders. All the banding reported in this paper was accomplished each 

year between October 1 and April 15 of the following year. Therefore each 

banding year is represented by parts of two calender years, such as, October 1, 

1970 to April 15, 1971. 

Most often two nets were used and were placed as shown below: 

'HOODED 
ME/>. 

5 

The birds had to go over or around to get to the bird feeders, but most 

often they were netted in their attempts to feed. Some species, such as cardinals, 

became net wary and the total number of birds banded do not represent the 

total population. However, the percentage of the total population that were 

trapped should represent the fluctuations of the population from year to year. 

Criteria for the determination of banding days and times: 

1. Days when schools were cancelled or delayed due to adverse weather conditions 

..... these days (most often due to heavy snow falls) cause more birds to 

visit feeders. Also, I am free from programming, thus affording time for 

banding. 

2. On very cold days I do not band. When the temperature is below 15 F. I 

rarely band due to the short period of time it takes my fingers to become 

numb. Since banders can not wear gloves when removing birds from mist nets, 
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the hands get numb quickly, and this could endanger the delicate creatures 

we work with. A bander has to "feel" his way through the releasing of a 

bird from a mist net. 

3. I do most of my banding between the hours of 9am and 12 noon. The peak 

activity period at the feeders is in the early morning hours, just after 

day-light. It's important to give the birds an adequate chance to feed 

before setting the mist nets. After a cold winter night a bird's stomach 

is nearing empty due to the burning of the food eaten the day before for 

the purpose of maintaining body temperature. It's equally important to 

provide adequate time for feeding in the afternoon before the sun goes down 

(around 5pm in December and January) . 

4. Most of the time two mist nets are used. On a busy or a cold banding day, 

two nets are all that I can handle. 

5. Certain weather conditions can greatly hinder banding operations. On very 

windy days the nets are very visible due to the "bunching up" and movement 

of the nets. On sunny days the nets can be easily seen. When there is 

no snow on the ground many of the ground-feeding birds (juncos, white-throated 

sparrows, and song sparrows) are able to find food elsewhere. On days above 

40 F. there is often very little feeder activity. 

All the bird totals of selected species reported in this paper represent those 

netted from October 1, 1970 to April 15, 1980. The banding was done by George 

Lippert and Dr. Greg Eddy from October 1, 1970 to April 15, 1972: Art Dunnell, 

Dr. Greg Eddy and myself during the 1972-73 banding year: and I banded all 

birds banded from October 1, 1973 to April 15, 1980. The downy woodpecker, 

Carolina wren, tufted titmouse, Carolina chickadee, white-breasted nuthatch, 

cardinal, and song sparrow represent the resident species on which data will 

be interpreted. The American goldfinch (based on banding returns, during the 

breeding season, over 200 miles away), slate-colored junco, and white-throated 
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sparrow represent the migratory species for which data will be interpreted. 

I do not have sufficient data on other species to include them in this report. 

All banding data is represented by the following codes: 

Th~B - Total number of birds banded 

ABH - Actual banding hours ..... this number represents the total number 

of hours the mist nets were in operation during each banding year. 

I determined the ABH by mUltiplying the total number of days the 

nets were set during each banding year by four hours ( the average 

amount of time spent banding on each banding day). 

NBH/B - The number of banding hours per each bird banded ..... this number 

is determined by dividing the ABH by the TNBB. 

During the ten banding years (keep in mind that a banding year is not 

the same as a calender year) reported here, 405 hours were spent mist netting 

birds at the Brooks Nature Center feeding station. This represents an average 

of 40.5 hours per banding year. The ABH of anyone species for each year 

represents the actual number of hours spent banding during each banding year. 

The ten species included in this paper are represented by 1,972 total birds. 

RESIDENT BIRDS - ten year total MIGRATORY BIRDS - ten year total 

Downy woodpecker .......... 79 American goldfinch ....... 458 

Carolina wren ............. 17 Slate-colored junco ...... 335 

Tufted titmouse .......... 101 White-throated sparrow ... 212 

Carolina chickadee ....... 227 

White-breasted nuthatch ... 60 

Cardinal ................. 380 

Song sparrow ............. 103 
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DOWNY WOODPECKER 

1970-71 

TNBB 12 

ABH 28 

NBH/B 2.3 

CAROLINA WREN 

71-72 

14 

80 

5.7 

1970-71 71-72 

TNBB o 4 

ABH 

NBH/B 

28 80 

TUFTED TITMOUSE 

1970-71 

TNBB 8 

ABH 28 

NBH/B 3.5 

20 

71-72 

10 

80 

8 

C~ROLI~~ CHICKADEE 

1970-71 71-72 

TNBB 

ABH 

NBH/B 

10 

28 

2.8 

32 

80 

2.5 

72-73 
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20 

10 

Banding Data Per Year 

73-74 

7 

72 

10.2 

74-75 

12 

64 

5.3 

75-76 

7 

28 
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76-77 
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20 
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7 

48 

6.8 

78-79 

4 

36 

9 

72-73 

1 

20 

20 

73-74 

3 

72 

24 

74-75 

3 

64 
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28 
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20 48 36 
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20 

2.5 

73-74 

13 

72 

5.5 

74-75 

12 

64 

5.3 

75-76 

28 

4 

76-77 

10 

20 

2 
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WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH SLATE-COLORED JUNCO 

1970-71 71-72 72-73 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 1970-71 71-72 72-73 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 

TNBB 3 9 6 8 5 5 3 12 3 6 TNBB 11 61 29 47 75 33 12 16 45 8 

ABH 28 80 20 72 64 28 20 48 36 32 ABH 28 80 20 72 64 28 20 48 36 32 

NBH/B 9.3 8.8 3.3 9 12.8 5.6 6.6 4 12 5.3 NBH/B 2.5 1.3 .69 1.5 .85 .85 1.6 3 .8 4 

NBH/B ten year average - 7.67 NBH/B ten year average - 1.41 

CARDINAL WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 

1970-71 71-72 72-73 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 1970-71 71-72 72-73 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 

TNBB 5 44 4 111 47 21 18 25 45 11 TNBB 15 49 7 29 44 30 17 18 2 

ABH 28 80 20 72 64 28 20 48 36 32 ABH 28 80 20 72 64 28 20 48 36 32 

NBH/B 5.6 1.8 5 .65 1.3 1.3 1.1 1.9 .8 2.9 NBH/B 1.9 1.6 2.8 2.5 1.4 .93 20 2.8 2 16 

NBH/B ten year average -' 2.23 NBH/B ten year average - 4.19 

SONG SPARROW GRAPHIC ~NTERPRETATIONS 

1970-71 71-72 72-73 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 

TNBB 5 17 2 12 11 7 10 18 18 3 
I have transposed the preceeding data onto graph paper for easier visual 

ABH 28 80 20 72 64 28 20 48 36 32 
interpretation. The graphs can be interpreted as follows; 1. On graphs where 

NBH/B 5.6 4.1 10 6 5.6 4 2 2.7 2 10.6 
data lines overlap, solid lines represent the TNBB and broken lines represent 

NBH/B ten year average - 5.26 
the NBH/B. The TNBB and NBH/B on the graphs where data lines do not overlap 

(slate-colored junco and Carolina chickadee) are both represented by solid 

AMERICAN GOLDFINCH lines. The TNBB is not a true interpretation of population fluctuations due 

1970-71 71-72 72-73 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80 to the great differences in the ABH from year to year, such as, the ABH for 

TNBB o 1 3 14 29 122 229 58 the banding year 1971-1972 is 80 hours where as the ABH for 1972-1973 is only 

ABH 28 80 20 72 64 28 20 48 36 32 20 hours. Obviously, the TNBB will be much greater for 1971-1972. The NBH/B 

NBH/B 28 20 24 4.6 28 .69 .4 .16 .55 is representative of the actual population size since it is an average of the 

NBH/B ten year average - 20.7 number of birds caught per each hour spent banding. And 2. keep in mind that 

the banding is done during the winter months and the first six banding years 

were very mild and the last four banding years were very severe weather-wise. 
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No. 
Of 

BIRDS 

DOWNY WOODPECKER 

Looking at the NBH/B starting with 1970-71 which is 2.3, we see a drop 

by more than half for the population in 1971-72 ..... 5.7 (even though 5.7 is 

greater than 2.3, it does not signify an increase in the number of birds. 

Actually, the larger the number representing the NBH/B, the smaller the population 

for that particular year.) During 1972-73 the population again drops by about 

half, representing approximately ~ the population that was present during 

the 1970-71 banding year. The population remains the same during 1973-74 and 

then almost doubles the next year and continues to rise until 1976-77 (this 

is the winter of many days of near or below 0 F. temperatures, one night all 

the way to -20 F., and very large snow falls). I believe this winter had a 

significant effect on the population. According to my data, this was the largest 

downy population since the 1970-71 banding year ..... probably due to the dependency 

of the dow~y on the feeders at the Nature Center. This could also be a normal 

population curve when viewed graphically. However, the greatest decrease in 

population occurred between 1976-77 and 1977-78. My data shows a decrease 

of approximately 60%. The downy was, I believe, affected significantly by 

the very harsh winter of 1976-77. The population continued to decrease for 

another year before it began to come back. The increase for 1979-80 is significant, 

probably due to a break from the harsh winter weather. The winters of 1977-78 

and 1978-79 were severe but not near as bad as the winter of 1976-77. And 

the wiater of 1979-80 was actually mild in comparison to the preceeding three 

years. 

134 THE REDSTART -- OCTOBER, 1981 

~. 
OF 

\!,IRVS 

10 

~--.----------------------------------------- -------~--

" , 
" , 
" , 
III, 

IIII 

'II' 
Ill! 

CAROLINA WREN 

1'" 
" , 

!II: 
II, , 

I j " 

" , 
-,. + I 

'" , 
j j II 

! t, I 
, III 

! III IIII It! I "II I! I' +H--i +H+ -! : !: :::: :: ': I':: :::: :-:: :-+++~ H-t+ --:::, -!::: I,,! I 

-, , 

m~ _LLW I I LLs--J * L 7 
I I I I ~ , , '+ -l-LL1.L.l.....LL I + 

I ~ -:-; :1: " j __ ~: :.:- ~;-; : _~: 

f" 'III 

I::: ~H+:-1 
, j, 'I , 

IIII III I 

~R 

" I I 
II t I , , 

I I I I ~ 

1~7D 7/-7~ 7Vl3 7ir?f 7+-75 71i-76 71.-77 17-7S 7e-7'1 7'j·SO 
'71 BAtlDhlG "y'9.RS 

The graphic representation of the carolina wren is very different from 

all other species included in this paper. On all other graphs the NBH/B line 

crisscrosses or is below the TNBB line. For the most part the lines for the 

Carolina wren are widely separated, with the TNBB below. This is due to the 

fact that the Carolina wren population is (in this area) not very large, in 

total numbers, when compared with other bird species. Any drop in this species' 

population would appear to be significant when viewed graphically, looking at 

the NBH/B. The TNBB is misleading in that it shows a rather stable, horizontal 

line with very few vertical trends. Comparing 1974-75 with 1975-76, the population 

shows a 200% increase. I caught one Carolina wren for every 21.3 hours banding 

in 1974-75 compared to one for every seven hours banding in 1975-76 when looking 

at the NBH/B. The TNBB shows three birds in 1974-75 and four birds in 1975-76, 

a difference of only one bird. It sure doesn't look like an increase of 200%, 

but it is when looking at all available data. As with the downy woodpecker, 

the weather during the 1976-77 banding year had a great effect on the population. 

No Carolina wrens were banded that year so there is no NBH/B. Zero into the 

20 hours banding is undefinable according to mathematics so I represented the 

TNBB and the NBH/B on the zero base line on the graph. The 1977-78 banding 
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year shows the effect the weather (winter of 1976-77) had if we compare it to 

the 1975-76 banding year. There was a 600% decrease in the Carolina wren 

population when looking at the NBH/B. I believe this is somewhat exaggerated 

since the population is rather small, even in good years. I'm sure that most 

birders agree that the Carolina wren became very, very scarce after the winter 

of 1976-77. The population has since been increasing, but very slowly. 
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BANDING 'ytA~s 

The titmouse shows a stable pop~lation ..... its low years being 1971-72 

and 1978-79. I do not believe the winter of 1976-77 had much effect on the 

population, although it did have an effect on how many I caught. The NBHIB 

for 1976-77 was the lowest in all ten years. But I believe it to be caused 

by an increased dependency on the feeders rather than by population fluctuations. 

I came to ihis conclusion by comparing the NBHIB for 1975-76 and 1977-78 with 

a ten y~ar average of the NBH/B. They are 4, 4.8, and 4.35 respectively. 

Very little difference. If it weren't for the availability of food at bird 

feeders during the winter of 1976-77, I'm sure the titmouse population wouldn't 

appear as stable. 
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CAROLINA CHICKADEE 
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The Carolina chickadee also reflects a stable population. The chickadee 

doesn't seem to have a significantly low population year. The banding years 

of 1972-73, 1975-76, and 1979-80 reflect the highest population density. 

Near a one to one ratio for all three years, one bird per each hour of banding. 

Like the titmouse, the chickadee shows a high adaptability to what you and 

I ca11 ..... harsh weather conditions. 
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The nuthatch shows some significant population changes. I consider these 

changes to be normal. If you compare the NBHIB lines on the graphs of the 

titmouse, chickadee, and nuthatch, they are very similar in the appearance 

of the peaks and va11eys, .. although the nuthatch's are more pronounced, but 

not extremely so. Weather extremes appear to have little effect on the nuthatch. 

I believe the fluctuations in population are due to habitat restrictions, such as 

nesting sites, availability of natural food, predation, etc. The lowest populations 

were the banding years 1974-75 and 1978-79. 

THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1981 137 



NO. 
OF 

BIRD::> 

/2..0, 

60 

50 

10 

3a 

2JJ 

CARDINAL 

., ,!,, , , 

T~-

','. I I ,L 
-,-, - --, ,-,-, -r, 1 

, ' '--,-,-, ..,. : : 
; , : : , 
: : : 

: 
, , , ; 

--;--r-
, , , , , , , 

J,' , , , , , ; , , 
, : , , , , 

, ; : , , , , , , 
; , , 

l'jIo 
'71 

71-72. 71--73 7Fl'I 7"1-75 75-16 7(,--r7 

\3ANDhJG YEARS 

" , 
) 1'1 

-,-,-,-, ~ 

The cardinal shows a very stable population according to the NBH/B's 

graphic interpretation, but we have to look at the "Banding Data Per Year" 

information to see the significance of the cardinal's population dynamics. 

The best year for the cardinal was 1973-74. The TNBB was 111 and the NBH/B 

was .65. The 1974-75 banding year had a NBH/B of 1.36, a 100% decrease in 

population. Such small numbers on the graph show very little change. A change 

from one year to the next of say 50 to 100 is a 100% difference, as is .65 

to 1.36, but graphically they are very different. During the banding year 

of 1973-74 I was banding so many cardinals, I thought they were removing the 
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bands. I began to cut ~ of the outer right tail feather off the cardinals 

I had already banded and those captured for the first time. I never recaptured 

an unbanded cardinal without a full complement of tail feathers. All cardinal 

The recaptures/that winte7 showed ~ of the outer right tail feather ,missing. 

cardinal is considered a resident bird, but all the cardinals banded in certain 

years are not territorial nearby the Nature Center. Even if ~ are considered 

hatchling-year birds and the other ~ adults that were mated and on territory, 

the numbers are still too high to justify all these cardinals nesting nearby. 

Therefore I assume there is a significant amount of local migration in the 

cardinal population. Maybe just in an area of a couple of square miles, but 

there is some type of movement. Also, as mentioned early on in this report, 

the cardinals are very net wary and not all are banded. I do not have any 

idea how many birds this may represent. All things considered, the cardinal 

is the most common native, resident bird in this area, the population is not 

affected by harsh, winter weather, and the population is relatively stable. 
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The banding years of 1976-77, 1977-78, and 1978-79 appear as the best 

years for the song sparrow. But since these winters represent heavy snow 

falls and very cold temperatures I believe this species to be feeder dependent 

during severe winters. During the other seven years, far fewer birds were 

banded compared to the actual time spent banding. These seven years represent 

mild winters. During IInormal" winters the song sparrow has an easy time finding 

adequate food. Bird feeders maintain the song sparrow population during extreme 

winter weather. 
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AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 

The graphic representation (preceeding page) of the goldfinch is astounding 

..... to say the least. Beginning with the 1975-76 banding year the NBH/B is 

one bird for every 28 hours, then in 1976-77 (one of the worst winters in history) 

the NBH/B is one bird for every .4 hours and for 1978-79 a NBH/B of .16, a 

17,500% increase compared to 1975-76. Again, the greatest numbers and lowest 

NBH/B is during the severest winters, obviously a case of extreme feeder dependency 

..... right? Wrong! One variable not appearing on the graph or data sheet 

is that during the 1976-77 winter we began to feed thistle. And what a difference 

thistle makes with the goldfinch population. During the 1978-79 banding year 

I banded 229 goldfinches (the highest yearly total), yet I never saw more than 

20-30 birds at anyone time feeding on the thistle. Since the goldfinch is 

is predominantly a flocking bird, there's usually a large number or none. 

When 20-30 are on the feeders there's often a large number in the trees nearby. 

The numbers at the thistle feeders are not representative of the actual flock 

size. An amusing, but faithful side to the goldfinch is that mated pairs are 

regularly encountered. When a male is in a net, a female will often appear, 

perch on ~he top of the net or hang onto the net where the male is trapped or 

sometimes even jump or lose their balanc'e and fall into the net with the mate. 

The male goldfinch will exhibit similar behavior. 

In our pre-thistle years (the first six years) the population was somewhat 

erratic ..... probably incidental birds, those solitary goldfinches that for 

some reason are not part of a flock. The solitary goldfinches may be attracted 

to feeders by the large number of other birds. This attraction may be due 

to their flocking instinct. During the 1974-75 banding year a flock did visit 

the feeders at the Nature Center and was, in part, trapped and banded. 
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The junco has what I interpret as a stable population with normal population 

ups and downs. It's not a feeder dependent bird (depending on how one defines 

feeder dependency), in that the numbers did not increase dramatically during 

our worst winters. It could be considered feeder dependent by the fact that 

their presence,at the feeders, is not too obvious until after a ground covering 

snowfall in October or November. Possibly most of the juncos in a given area 

are always at the feeders, therefore a harsh winter would have little effect 

on the population for that year. The NBH/B for 1977-78 shows a definite increase. 

The severe weather caused what I refer to as a "less stable" population. Our 

junco is "Mr. Optomistic", rarely upset during capture, banding, and release 

..... always present at the feeders ..... and that feathered body on those frail 

appearing little legs, seems to hold up rather well during harsh winters. 
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BI\NDIN6 YEARs 

The winter of the 1976-77 banding year shows a dramatic effect on the 

number of white-throats present that year. The population was very stable 

for the first six banding years. The NBH/~ for 1975-76 is .93, the best year 

for the white-throated sparrow. And then it appears as though the bottom fell 

out. From a NBH/B of .93 to 20 in 1976-77. More than a 2,000% decrease. 

And then the next two years, a normal population. I'm not 100% sure what 

happened to cause such a strange fluctuation, but I believe the severe winter 

caused the white-throats to migrate farther south to avoid the bad weather. 

I base this assumption on the normal populations during the 1977-78 and 1978-79 

banding years. If the white-throats were here during the 1976-77 banding year, 

they would have (l) not been affected by the weather and would have exhibited 

a normal population, (2) been more feeder dependent, showing a smaller NBH/B, 

or (3) they would have been affected.by the weather showing a greater NBH/B 

in later years. None of these things happened, so I believe they avoided the 

bad weather by migrating farther south to an area that had a winter that is 

more typical for the Ohio Valley. I would be very interested in learning from 

other bander~, south of my location, as to their white-throated sparrow populations 

during the winters of 1976-77 and 1977-78. I suspect the same thing happened 

in 1979-80 as did in 1976-77, but I'm not sure why. 
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This ten year report is based on what data I had available, which is 

included in the report. Like many other scientific studies, some conclusions 

result from assumptions drawn from available data. Anyone, after viewing my 

data and my conclusions, who has a theory as to why a certain population reacted 

as it did ..... I·d be grateful to hear from you. I'd also appreciate hearing 

from other banders who can substantiate my findings. 

One thing I do know for sure is, for every hour I spend banding, I'll 

catch one-sixth of a downy woodpecker, one-thirtysecond of a Carolina wren, 

~ of a tufted titmouse, ~ of a Carolina chickadee, one-seventh of a white-breasted 

nuthatch, ~ of a cardinal, one-fifth of a song sparrow, one-twentieth of an. 

American goldfinch (unless of course you feed thistle), one junco, and ~ of 

a white-throated sparrow. 
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Bill Beatty 
Naturalist 
Brooks Nature Center-Oglebay Inst. 
Oglebay Park 
Wheeling, WV 26003 
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Book Reviews 
The Fishes and the Forests by Michael Goulding. 1980, University of California 
Press, 2223 Fulton St. Berkeley, California 94720. 280 pp, drawings, photographs, 
glossary, index, Price S20.00. 

Goulding has written an interesting account of an unusual. fascinating and 
little-studied ecosystem. the waters of the tributaries of the Amazon River. Though 
this study was the result of an enormous amount of work (Goulding dissected over 
3.000 fish to study morphology. reproductive condition and stomach contents). this 
study just scratches the surface in knowing the ecology of the Amazonian waters. 

Goulding first explains the physical environment. Like all tropical systems. the 
seasonality of the Amazon River is rainfall-related rather then temperature-related. 
During the high-water season. much of the forest is flooded and many small trees. 
shrubs. and seedlings are completely submerged for eight to ten months of the year. 

Many of the tributaries of the Amazon River. including the Rio Machado which 
Goulding studied. are nutrient poor systems with little internal energy production. The 
biological system is dependent on the surrounding forest for energy: the major sources 
of energy for the fish Goulding studied were fruits and seeds which ripen during the 
high-water season and fall into the flooded forests. There. fish lie in wait. often 
aggregating beneath trees with falling fruit. and eat fruits or seeds when they fall into 
the water. 

The largest section of the book discusses those large characin fishes (a very diverse 
group of !ish which inriude the piranhas) which primarih- cat fruih and seeds. Many 
species eat enough during the high water to build up fat which they use for energy in 
spawning and in the low-water season. Goulding discusses which species of fruit are 
eaten by which species of fish and whether the fish function as seed predators or seed 
dispersers. Goulding gives enough detail that the book can be used by someone 
starting to study this ecosystem. but the species names can be skipped over by the 
reader not requiring this information. In addition. Goulding discussess in lesser detail 
the catfishes. the piranhas (almost none are the voracious. flesh-ripping predators 
which immediately come to mind). and a primitive group of fishes. the osteoglossids 
("bony tongues" - in actuality the whole inside of their mouths and throat are lined 
with teeth). 

The text is very straight-forward and easy to understand: Goulding writes with 
energy and style. Several other aspects of the book are also valuable. There are 
pictures of all fish and trees discussed. drawings of fish teeth (important for 
understanding their feeding habits) and fruit. and a good glossary. 

In some ways the most important aspect of the book is not the part about the 
interactions between the fishes and the forest. but the part about the interaction 
between this ecosystem and the people of the region. At the present time. protein is 
not deficient in the diet of poor people of this region because fish is cheap and widely 
available. Goulding argues (convincingly. I think) that if much of the forest along these 
Amazon tributaries were cut. the nutrient supply to the rivers would be eliminated and 
the fish populations would crash. leaving the people with a greatly reduced protein 
supply. 

This book should be appreciated by many people - it includes pure natural history. 
ecological interactions and speculation (always appropriately labeled). ideas for future 
studies. and advice for regional planners. 
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Janet Lanza 
Biology Department 
SUNY at Fredonia 
Fredonia, New York 14063 
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On the Road with John James Audubon by Mary Durant and Michael Harwood. 
illustrated. 638 pp. 1980. Dodd, Mead, and Ol., N.Y. 

Mary Durant and her husband, Michael Harwood, retraced the journeys of John 
James Audubon from Labrador to the Dry Tortugas and west to Texas and north to the 
Montana-Nebraska border. 

Their journey is recorded in journal form with each writing separate entries. These 
are interspersed with pertinent entries from Audubon's Journals. 

The Harwoods were able to find almost all of the birds Audubon painted and nearly 
all of the plants used for the backgrounds. Read it with a copy of The Birds of America 
at hand. 

This is a thoroughly delightful book. 
Virginia Bly Hoover 
French Creek 
W. Va. 26218 

Request For Information 
Olmmon Tern Ollour.Marking by the Canadian Wildlife Service 

During 1981, Dr. Hans Blokpoel of the Canadian Wildlife Service, colour-marked 
Common Terns at two large colonies in the Great Lakes area, with the objective of 
determining the year-round distribution of the birds, expeciaIIy their migration routes 
and wintering areas in Latin America. Adult Common Terns were trapped on their 
nests at the eastern Headland of the Toronto Outer Harbour (Lake Ontario) and at 
Tower Island (Niagara River). Orange plastic tags were attached to both wings of the 
trapped adult birds. In addition, young Common Terns were marked with pink plastic 
wing tags at those colonies. One standard metal leg band and one coloured plastic leg 
band (yellow with a black horizontal stripe) were put on each of the tagged birds. 

If you see a Common Tern with a pink or orange wing tag please record the following 
details: place, date and colour of the tag. If possible, also record the combination of 
numbers and/or letters on the tag (the two tags on any bird have the same color and 
the same combination of letters and numbers) and note which legs the plastic and 
metal leg bands are on. Thank you very much for your assistance. All reports will be 
acknowledged and should be sent to: 
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Bird Banding Office 
Canadian WUdlife Service 
Ottawa,On~o,CANADA 
KIA OE7 
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FIELD NOTES 

THE SPRING SEASON 
March 1 through May 31,1981 

IIP(, .. '" -c7 
Greg Eddy, EdItor 
1746 Pine Valley Dr. 
Vienna, Va. 22180 

The weather this spring seemed to depend on where you were. Some observers 
reported it as dry and warm, others reported it as wet and cool. I agree with Norris 
Gluck who said March was dry and April and May were about normal. But which ever 
way it was, no one reported extremes that could affect early nestings. Depending on 
when a species migrated, a few were held back and were late, and as usual a few 
species were early. Most observers reported the migration as a good one and spread 
out making it a very enjoyable one. I found the report of a Prothonotary Warbler in the 
Princeton area interesting. Pine Siskins seem to have stayed very late. The nesting at 
Columbus, Ohio is south of their nesting range as published in the field guides. 

Loons and Grebes - There were several sightings of Olmmon Loons. Two were 
seen this spring in the area of Virginia covered by this report, Rockingham Co. and 
Augusta Co., (KF), one on Burnsville Lake on May 26 (HG), one at Bluestone Lake 
March 14 (JP), one on Alpine Lake near Terra Alta on April 17 and three there on April 
30 (GF). Homed Grebes were reported from Virginia where eight were seen on Todd 
Lake, Augusta Co. on March 18 and one on Shenandoah Lake on April 20 (KF). Seven 
were seen on Pickerington Pond, S.E. of Columbus, Ohio on March 23 (ER) and they 
were also seen in the Princeton, W.Va. area about the same time (JP). An Eared 
Grebe, the second record for the Mts. of Virginia, was present on Shenandoah Lake on 
April 27 (KF). One was seen on May 19 in Columbus, Ohio on a pond in the golf course 
in Blacklick Woods Metro. Park (ER). Pied·bIDed Grebes moved through the Virginia 
area from March 2 to April 24 (KF). Hullet Good reports a pair on Rollin's Lake, Ripley 
on March 15, five at Kanawha Falls on April 5 and four at McClintic Wildlife Station on 
April 12. They were seen on Alpine Lake, Terra Alta on April 17 and in the Rowlesburg 
area April 13 (GF). A Double·creasted Olrmorant was seen on Shenandoah Lake April 
20 and 24 (KF), one at Winfield Locks on the Kanawha River (NG) and many were seen 
on Pickerington Pond and other locations in the Columbus, Ohio area (ER). 

Herons - The earliest sighting of a Green Heron was April 12 at McClintic Wildlife 
Station (HG). They were late, May 1, in the Columbus area (ER). A Little Blue Heron 
was seen at Pickerington Pond on April 29 and 30 (ER). A Cattle Egret was reported in 
Augusta Co. Va. on May 21-26 (KF). A Great Egret was seen near Princeton on March 
27, one near Bluefield April 28 (JP) and three were seen on a pond in McGaheysville, 
Va. (KF). A Louisiana Heron was present at Pickerington Pond on April 29 and 30. It 
was only the second known record for Franklin Co., Ohio (ER). Black·crowned Night 
Herons were there at the same time. A new Black-crowned Night Heron heronry 
developed near Linville, Va. They were building nests on April 25. About a dozen nests 
were built and all birds were incubating by May 22 (KF). Least Bitterns and American 
Bitterns are reported as unusually scarce in the Columbus, Ohio area (ER). 

Waterfowl- The Canada Geese that winter at Chester, Hancock Co. left by March 
1 which is a little earlier than last year (EEC). Five nests were reported on an island in 
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Thoreau Lake in Blendon Woods Metro Park in Columbus. The first goslings fledged 
on April 27 (ER). The duck migration was at its height in March and was apparently 
over by early April. The latest report of migrating ducks in numbers was April 15. 
Hullet Good reports that McClintic was nearly void of ducks on April 12. Blue-winged 
Teal with four ducklings were seen in the backwaters of Tomlinson Run on May 7 
(EEC). Wood Duck with ten eggs were found in the Princeton area on April 19 (JP). 

Vultures and Hawks - Ann Shreve saw a Turkey Vulture Feb. 28 on Middle Ridge, 
but most observers did not see any until the second week in March. The only first 
report of Sharp-shinned Hawks comes from Jim Phillips who saw his first one on 
March 13 at Princeton. The Goods reported seeing Cooper's Hawks flying over 
Elkview often this spring. Gary Felton reports Red-talled Hawks on the nest by April 
21 at Rowlesburg. The first Broad-winged Hawks in the Princeton area were seen on 
April 13. On April 19, 360 were seen on Massanutten Mt. in Va. (KF). The only 
report of a Northern Harrier also comes from there. Reports of Osprey ranged from 
late March to early May. Two Peregrine Falcons were seen on Massanutten Mt. on 
April 19 (KF). 

ShorebIrds - Jim Phillips reports seeing a Virginla RaIl on May 3 at Athens and his 
first of several Soras on April 22 in Princeton. Sora Rails and Common Gallinules were 
reported as late in the Columbus, Ohio area (ER). Twenty American Coot were 
reported on the Carbide flyash pond in South Charleston May 24 and may have 
wintered there (HG). They were seen several places in April. SemipaIrnated Plovers 
were seen in Pick away Co. Ohio on April 20 (ER) and a few places in the mountains, 
from Princeton, W.Va. to Oakland, Md. in mid-May (JP, KF, GF). The earliest report 
of Killdeer was March 11 when 25-30 were seen in Hancock Co. (EEC). No migration of 
American Golden Plovers was noted west of Columbus, Ohio this year (ER). Five 
Ruddy Tumstones were seen in Augusta Co. Va. on May 20 (KF). American Woodcock 
were first heard on March 11 in Hancock Co. (EEC) and Norris Gluck saw one in 
Kanawha Forest on April 11. Common Snipe were reported moving through the area in 
April. All reports of Upland Sandpipers were from the middle of April, except Ralph 
Bell who saw one at his farm in Greene Co. Pa. on May 1. The first Spotted Sandpipers 
in the Princeton area were seen on April 25 (JP). Several were reported in Oakland, 
Md. on April 17 and again on May 16 (GF) and three were seen in Kanawha Forest on 
May 24 (HG). Solitary Sandpipers were seen by nearly every observer, which is 
certainly good news. Dates ranged between mid-April and mid-May. Fourteen Willets 
were seen at Shenandoah Lake, Va. on April 20. This is only the third record for the 
mountains of Virginia (KF). Both Yellowlegs were seen by several observers. Dates 
ranged between March 18 and May 1 for the Greater Yellowlegs and March 29 and 
May 19 for the Lesser Yellowlegs. Ralph Bell banded one of the eight that were on his 
farm on April 25. Pectoral Sandpipers were reported in Princeton on April 24 (JP), 
Oakland April 30 (GF) and in the Virginia area March 23 to May 1 (KF). White-mmped 
Sandpipers were reponed from Princeton April 30 and May 19 (JP) and Virginia on 
May 12 and 13 (KF). Least Sandpipers were seen at Princeton on May 19 (JP), 
Oakland, Md. May 16 and 27 (GF) and many sightings in Virginia between April 21 
and May 22 (KF). Duniin were seen at Oakland May 16, Rowlesburg May 3, Princeton 
May 19 and Virginia on April 21. Short-billed Dowitchers were reported only from 
Augusta Co. Va. A Stilt Sandpiper was seen at Oakland, Md. on May 16 (GF). 
SemipaIrnated Sandpipers were reported at Princeton on May 19 (JP), May 12 in 
Augusta Co. Va. (KF) and Oakland, Md. on May 16 (GF). A Western Sandpiper was 
seen on May 13 in Augusta Co. (KF). 

Gulls, Terns, Cuckoos and Owls - The only Herring Gulls reported were several 
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that Norris Gluck saw on the Kanawha River on April 5. Ring-billed Gulls were seen 
throughout the area during March and April. Bonaparte's Gulls were also seen 
throughout the area, but of course in fewer numbers. Forester's Terns and Common 
Terns were reported only from Pickaway Co. near Columbus, Ohio and the Virginia 
area. Black Terns were seen in the same areas and also Princeton. Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos arrived" in all areas the first week of May. In Virginia they were considered 
down in numbers, but in Columbus, Ohio, at Greenlawn Cemetery, literally hundreds 
were seen on May 5 and 6 (ER). Black-billed Cuckoos arrived a little earlier than the 
Yellow-billed in some areas. The only report of a Bam Owl was from Virginia where 
there was a successful nesting (NF). A Barred Owl was reported in BIendon Woods 
near Columbus on April 20 (ER). Saw-whet Owls were seen in Greenlawn Cemetery, 
Columbus in March. This is an early date for that area (ER). 

Goatsuckers through Woodpeckers - Chuck-will's-widows were heard in 
Rockingham Co. and Augusta Co. Va. The first Whip-poor-will this year in Hancock 
Co. was heard on May 8 (EEC). They are termed locally common in the higher 
elevations in Va. (KF). First dates for Common Nighthawks ranged from April 29 to 
May 7. Chimney Swifts arrived on nearly the same date throughout the area. First 
dates ranged from April 21 to April 25. Ruby-throated HummingbIrds were first 
observed between April 25 and May 4. Yellow-shafted Flickers migrated through 
Rockingham Co. Va. the first week of April (KF) and they were reported in Rowlesburg 
April 1 (GF). The earliest one was reported at Milliken on Feb. 25 (HG). I think more of 
them wintered over in our area this past winter than usual. Very few comments were 
received on woodpeckers, but they seem to be in about normal populations. 

Flycatchers - Eastern KlngbIrds arrived back in our area the last week in April to 
the first week in May. Norris Gluck reports that several were breeding in Coonskin 
Park. Great-crested Flycatchers returned the last week in April. They seem to be more 
common. For example, Gluck says the popUlation is up everywhere he has been. Most 
observers reported the first Eastern Phoebe in early March. Ralph Bell reports a first 
date of March 27 as one of the three latest dates in the last 25 years. Their population 
may be down throughout our area. Esther Reichelderfer reports seeing more 
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers this spring than usual and as late as May 1. Acadian 
Flycatchers returned the first week of May in our area. Alder and Willow Flycatchers 
both arrived or moved through the area the third week of May. The first Least 
Flycatcher was seen at Rowlesburg on April 29 (GF) and near Princeton on May 4 
(JP), but in Rockingham Co. Va. not until May 20 (KF). The Eastern Wood Pewee was 
a little erratic. The first one at Milliken was on March 14 (HG), but they were not 
recorded until May at other locations. The only report of an Olive-sided Flycatcher was 
of one seen in Greenlawn Cemetery, Columbus on May 16 (ER). 

Swallows - Ralph Bell reports more Tree Swallows were at his farm this spring 
than ever before. He banded six in his yard. They arrived most places on April 13-15 
except in Rockingham Co. where they arrived March 30 and more nested than 
previously (KF). Rough-winged Swallows arrived at most locations in mid-March. 
First arriving Bam Swallows were erratic. Dates ranged from March 30 to April 28. 
Bell reports his first on April 1 as a week early, but most did not arrive until the last 
week in April, which was very early. Reports show that Purple Martin popUlations may 
be slightly increasing. 

Mimics through Shrikes - Gray CatbIrds arrived in the Princeton area on April 22 
(JP), but not until April 27 to 30 throughout the rest of our area. Brown Thrashers 
returned between April 2 and April 11. Wood Thmshes arrived in the third week in 
April. It took the Blue-gray Gnatcatchers two weeks to move north through W. Va. 
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They were seen on April 4 at Princeton (JP), April 12 at Milliken (HG), April 19 at 
Rowlesburg (GF) and April 25 in Hancock Co. (EEC). Ralph Bell saw them on April 8 
at his farm in Pa. and noted that it was the earliest date ever for them there. Cedar 
Waxwings may have been a little late this year. at least at some locations, but they 
arrived in good numbers. On May 26 Kathleen Finnegan was checking out a 
wggerhead Shrike nest near Timberville, Rockingham Co. and found two families 
with a total of 9 fledglings. Thirteen Shrikes in one hour. 

Vireos - The first White-eyed Vireo was in Princeton on April 12 (lP) and South 
Charleston on April 15 (HG). Other first dates were not until April 25-28. They were 
not noted in Virginia until late May (KF). Yellow-throated Vireos were also seen first 
in Princeton. Jim Phillips saw them there on April 13. They were noted as two weeks 
early on April 14 at Milliken (HG). Other dates were the end of April and early May. 
Solitary Vireos were noted in low numbers in Virginia where they were first seen on 
March 28 (KF). April 23 was the first date for Red-eyed Vireos (NG) and Warbling 
Vireos (KF). The latest first date for both of these vireos was less than a week later. All 
the vireos were reported as a week late in Hancock Co. (EEC). 

Warblers - The warbler migration was a nice long one. Several observers thought 
the migration was a week to two weeks late. On the other hand some species were 
early at some locations. For example. Ralph Bell reports a Yellow Warbler was singing 
in his yard on April 16 and this was the earliest record there by three days. 
Prothonotary Warblers were reported at Princeton on May 6. in the Virginia area May 
I to 7 and Esther Reichelderfer reports five pair singing in a rain storm at Killbuck 
Marsh Wildlife Area in Wayne Co. and Holmes Co .. Ohio on Mav 30. 

Blackbirds and Tanagers ~ Bobolinks were seen throughout May in various parts of 
our area. Ralph Bell reports he has never had as many and banded 18 of them. Eastern 
Meadowlarks laid eggs by March 27 near McGaheysville. Rockingham Co. Va. (KF). 
Orchard and Northern Orioles arrived April 27-29. They were reported as a week late 
in Hancock Co. (EEC). Scarlet and Summer Tanagers returned the third week in April 
throughout the report area. 

Grosbeaks and Finches - Indigo Bunting first dates were April 23 near Princeton 
(JP). April 30 in Coonskin Park (NG). May 3 at Cedar Lakes (HG) and Rockingham Co. 
Va. (KF) and May 12 at Milliken (HG). A Pine Siskin was seen at Milliken on March 22 
(HG). Two nests of Pine Siskins were reported in Greenlawn Cemetery. Columbus. 
Ohio (ER). They were present in Ohio Co. until the end of the period. 

Sparrows - A first report of March 28 was termed later than normal for 
Rufous-sided Towhees by Ralph Bell. We should have had more reports of them 
because I think more wintered than usual. Savannah Sparrows were first seen at 
Princeton on March 17 (JP) and in Virginia on March 31 (KF). The first Vesper 
Sparrow returned to Augusta Co. Va .. where they are fairly common. on March 22 
(KF). Chipping Sparrows returned the end of March or beginning of April throughout 
the report area. Field Sparrows came back about the same time but were a little early 
at a few locations. White-crowned Sparrows were seen at Rowlesburg on May 16 and 
17 (GF). More Fox Sparrows than in the past were reported in Va .. mostly Augusta 
Co .. and the Goods had three in their yard in Milliken for a few days in early March. 
We had three reports of Lincoln's Sparrows, one was seen in Augusta Co. Va. on May 
7 (KF). one at Rowlesburg on May 16 and 17 (GF) and more than usual in the 
Columbus. Ohio area. where they were first seen on May 5 (ER). Swamp Sparrows 
returned to the Virginia area the end of March (KF) and Rowlesburg on April 19 (GF). 

Contributors: Ralph Bell (RB). Everett and Elizabeth Chandler (EEC). Gary Felton 
(GF). Kathleen Finnegan (KF). Norris Gluck (NG) Hullet and Shirley Good (HG). Jim 
Phillips UP) and Esther Reichelderfer (ER). 
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Erratum 
Vol. 48, No.2, Page 74. Article III. Section 6 of the revised BBC Constitution was 

omitted. The section is: The Board of Directors shall hold at least three meetings a 
year. 

Vol. 48, No.3, page 90. The title should read: Nesting Red Crossbills in Rockingham 
County, Virginia. 

Vol. 48, No.3, page 96 should have Steubenville, Ohio listed in Christmas count 
column #19, Jefferson, Green County, Pa. in column #20 and Ottobine, Rockingham 
County, Va. in column #21. 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

Ornithological Books for Sale 

The list of West Virginia Birds by George A. Hall ........................... $ .50 
32 page booklet, cover illus. by Carol Rudy. Reprint of a Redstart article gives facts 
on status and breeding records for every bird species in the state of W. Va. 

Birds of Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood ................................... $2.00 
A Field Guide to Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison ........................... $8.00 

Peterson Field Guide Series, 257 pps., 222 color photos of nests and eggs, 222 bird 
sketches. Info. on range, habitat, etc. for species East of Miss. R. H.H.H. is past 
president of the BBC and honorary member. Autographed. 

Field Guide to Western Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison .................... $10.95 
Birds of North America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer. 

Popular field guide, excellent color illus., range maps, field marks. Autographed. 
Softback $4.75 

Hardback $6.50 
Potomac Naturalist by J. Lawrence Smith, 165 pps .......................... $4.00 

Natural History of Headwaters of Potomac R. 

Family Nature Guide by Jean Worthley ................................... $7.25 

Dozen Birding Hotspots by George Harrison. Autographed .................. $8.95 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison, Autographed ............... $10.50 

Add fifty cents for postage per order. 
Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watchers car ..................... $ .75 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 
Original papers in the field of natural history are published in the Redstart. Papers 

are judged on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. 
Scientific accuracy is most important and to this end an Advisory Board, selected by 
the Editorial Staff, will review submitted papers. Papers should be typewritten, double 
spaced on one side of the paper only. Clarity and conciseness of presentation are 
very important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
The Brooks Bird Club is a non-profit organization whose objective is to encourage 

the study and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership 
includes subscriptions to the REDSTART and MAILBAG and entitles one to all the 
privileges offered by the Club. Classes of membership are: Student, $3.00; Active, 
$10.00; Family $12.00; Sustaining, $15.00; Life, $200.00. Checks should be written 
payable to the Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood Avenue, Wheeling, West 
Virginia. 


