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l�ird Club, 112 Jd 3treet, ... he81il-:g, 

ac.aie-.-s�.�:.;�:t .:;, :y�. .!C��e se several �/ea:r-s. Tl:e e:1t�:1J.sia3:--:s, lO:T:::.lt ie s 2.�:(l. 
t<)ler&::ce) in s.0.·:"Li tiJ�l tt) i;:telli_�.el�CS, trlat �jOU 1-�9.1Te so c<;:lsi 

eli der.lonstr2.tion VJith ":,,'7l�icl! 

VB to life a colorfulness and 

self-{Lirecti:lf )I'ocesses ca:--� be I:i.ade to lNorl-�. It:iore Dcrv:er 

it ll,,).�j 

i;�er"l·DeI\S :Ii' tI'�� __ e ::S1'c�\::1:s Diro. Cll-1b an lJec·s1��t'e:r 24, l�39, �)articipated fer' tIle 

e t:-: aT�.=-.:.i.lal ti::le i:r� tl�e recGrd_in.i�·_ of a C::ristr":.2..s .;.:ird Cerls�.J.s for tr-le 

:,'1-j.de Ce:r�S:lS S�)02.'2.S0r8:.L t1.".:.3 ::-:�3['2.ziTle �_���-.-_�:.;� , of��-'icial organ of tl-':'e 

.l.latioI':.al r:..ssc<�i3.t.i:)n of j1.1J.c:.l�bcr!�":. .Societies c ;I'�1e ��'.��eeli-:l; Cens'J.s: 

::e81 

': ,:1 .. , 

�:Test �r=-r��i:n.i2. vicin.i 
::;reE-�=, Ohil] .?i'Ier -:"lal I-':-'O;.� SO'�lt�l to 3eech l:otto���, 

iss tY'2. :3..�j�tIJr:l')r �le to cer:S�lS areas and. ret.urn. ) 
::L. i �-::,G 
_-, _, .J....� '--' ." , 9 : 3 C) .: '_ . �.� • ta 5 p. �. , Clear, one inch of snow in hills; 

t�re lS deGre es at start end return. 
en) SST--;;="::"'.3 i.:-:. . Y'O��'I S 3. S f olloTTs : Party I, five ob servers, three ha�rs ; 

T7 _. , t�lres 00 servers, t:�re -s  �lOt:.rs. 

10 --LU-

?Jtal siles afoot, IS; 
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Mallard 12; Black Duck, 39; Arnerican l;iersanser, 1; Sharp-shinned Havrk, 1; 
Red-tailed lIavik, 1; i'.iB.rsh nav;J'�, 1; Belted Kir'-f:�fisher, 1; =ted-bellied 
�;Joodpecker, 1; j:iairy \!oodyecl:er, 3; DOi-\.'!l�r \;oodpecker, 25; GrovT, 422; 
Cnicadee, 59; Tufted 'l'i t:G�ouse , 30; -villi te-breasted "'\lthatch, 4; Brol'm 
Cree2Jer, 3; iiinter 'iiren, 1; Caroline. hren, 7; Golden-crovmed Kinglet, 9; 
St::::.rlin2�, 7; Ene:li sh S;Jarrow, 95; �HeadovJlark, 1; Cardinal, 44; Goldfihch, 1; 
Tov:hee, 1; Junco, 140; I'ree S:)arrOVT, 136; Song S1jarrow, 37. Total S:oecies, 
27; Total individua ls, 1082. -- l:farold Berf:;ner, Russell West, Dorothy 
Cor...ra·J., i,£ibel liO:;,JVlOOd, Beth Ann \Jaddell, John Pattison, '.falter Amnon, 
Karl Haller, Georf':e Breiding, J. 'J. Iiandlan, Edwin Dowler and three 
visitors. (See ?:-:te belovr) 

,\.s noted above, three general areas were 111ade centers of the 1939 census 
:'lctiv ities . Ii. IIbreak-c:cov;n" :Jf results is shov'm below: 

S)ecies Canp };.gar'ling Ohio lhver 
. .  _____ . _ _____ �_._ . .  _____ .. __ .. ___ E!:�i __ v_:h..�iI:.;.J . l:;.· t_,,,-Y ___ 08.1...�..§lY ?arL __ ��ll�y..J.._� 

l;iallarc1 
Bl::lc}:: D:J.cl: 
lu;lericaE h'lere:"J..r.l.ser 
ShZlr:)-Sr.l.il:ne ·1 r:.L8. v\rl': 
l{ed-t3.iled PdVTK 
Iv�rsl1 iie.vrk 
381t-SQ I{:in.gfisller 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 
r.Ji iry �;Jood:pecke:r 
Dovmy . �!oodpecker 
CrOil; 
Chickadee 
Tufted Ti tlE01J.Se 
�111ite-breasted l{iJ.tr...atcl: 
3ro'V'J!l Creeper 

CaroliL3. ',;:ren. 
Crolden-crovmed Kinglet 
Sta.:c'ling 
bllglis11 SparrovJ 
l..lsadmdarl: 
C arc.il:al 

J,mco 
Tree S )c..rr01�l 
Song S-:)arrov;· 

1 
1 
1 
7 

7 
13 
le:-_u 

') .... 

3 
1 
5 

7 
39 

1 
31 

19 
75 
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benavior of a Red-tailed EdWk PurDued by Crows; - HS I ' cycled along a 
-r-oad··nem.-3ranchhnd-:- Linco-ln .-CoU::';i-Y:-·i;;est··Virginia, on Decerlber 8, 1939, 
I vas attracted by the callinf of a CroVl and looked un to see two Lirge 
birds vTi::.eelinc; and dartinG about in the air far above ne. Soon I realized 
that one of the birds only, was a Crov: and that the other v;ras a Red-tailed 
r:3.VT.r.:, Buteo borealis. As the hawK ,tiheeled, the brir:l1t sunlight ::18.de the 
u:;'i:1er '·Cu-il-'-{eatl:-�ersfhsh liire 0. iltail-light ii • The C rov; darted and 
Si'loo�}ed u t the l3.rger bird, scolding consi stently. 

TIle f',aw}c finally settled into a tree and its tormenter 'oerched in a 
llearb;/ tree, continuing its vocal iJrotests all the vihile, The Eawk rose, 
-iiB.S im::ledi&tely �)Ursued by the Crow and the tv!O fle>'1 around a ridge out of 
my sir:ht. I st�i!'ted on and shortly sighted the hawk again. Ey this til1e 
it VES t�le center of i!lterest for �t least 100 Crows. The l:lB.vik continued 
the DIleC1.ua1 co:r:test in. ttle air for se-veral r;l.inutes bef0re it once !TJ.ore 
C·a��le to rest ir� a tree. 11ile Cr'JvJs (I cot.lrlted 115 at t�lis time) circled 
abo"ve tile i-:av;l: for a tirn�e allcl finall�r flev,T aVJa�{ • 

. 3.�;8. in. 
I did not see the .:lB.1y1;: 

I lCllO",'! t�l:.:.t CrovIs often attacl·: ha'wks ar.:.d that l<=ingbirtis attack both l�VTks 
a:l.d Cr8i.',;S , but this L-l8.?pel-:.ed to be trle fiTst ti}��!.e I 8'Ter had seen. a ��avJk 
attG.cl�ed b:r any otrJ.er bird. Irlcid.e::J.tall:,r, an Hold tir;ler'� vlll0 11eard rne 
relilarl-: tIle presence of so IT1:3.T.:.y- Crov�1"s, asstlred �Tle t£lat this 'Tn-as a sign 
tllat "'iIe ,,:/."oulc� not ['lave a lihard vlil'lter!H 

--�,iaxine Thac�:er 
Branc hland. J �:\�. ;J a . 

Sl:ort-b il:ed l.'£rsh !JrellS iri tIle \'�·est "\Iir{::;inia Snr1J.ce belt: - un July l7) 
1938, a €TOU=) of' us found a:ld (luly- reyQrted iI1.. ���l� �eC!..��art, ;.-)hGrt-b illed 
tiaI'sh VTreD.s, .9_i_?tllOt!:.C?_� st�_�lr?�I���, ':1.p-;!aren.tl�T breedir�g alop� Gandy-

ia. It �'Tas .e. r:latteT of iEter€st to 
l.L:L-"tS. Brooks C::T:.d. ::uyself to :ri:--�d these birds again alon.t; G'alld�,i Creek, a:::1d 
also D.lonf:� tr.;.e b.ead�·!aters of the Dry Fork of Clleat F�iver Of.:. 3e)terlber �, 

1939. Of course, these birds v!ere �lot nec6ssa:ril:r oreedirlg locall:v, b\lt 
�;--.tey :::.a:l vlsll b .. a-v:'"e been. It cor1es as a COr:tilluec1 s"JT2!rise to ��s to fir.a.. 
trieS8 .sprightl�l birds v1e11 �7i thin tlle Spruce Belt. 

�·:a'J.rice B:rOO1-:8, 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 

Thanks to Dr. Frame: - The holiday greeting fr om Dr. Nat T. Frame, which 
is reproduced on Page 19 of this issue, has been posted at the club room 
in the \Jest residence, 113 li:dgewood Street, vlhich now is headQuarters for 
the Brooks Bird Club. The �edstart here sueaks for the Club in expressing 
sincere thanks for the encouraging 

-
things �vhich Dr. Frame has to say about 

"the gangil and in promising we'll do our best to try to deserve them! 

For the benefit of readers 'who may not have had the privilege of personal 
aCQuaintanceship or friendship I'Ji th Dr. Frame, it rnay be noted here that 
he long has been one of the nation's foremost social ulanners and 
organizers, particularly in the rural field. nis ability is knoi-Iffi and 
appreciated wherever intelligently directed adult education programs are in 
progress. 

lJith the exception of a few years spent as regional director for educational 
activities of the Civilian Conservation Corps, Dr. Frame for more than a 
dozen years was the guidint spirit of the lfaddington Farm program -- later 
to become the Oglebay Institute program -- based upon Oglebay Park at 
·vJheeliIl..g. From early 1937 to hay, 1939, Dr. Frame served as Active 
Director of Oglebay Institute and under his administration that agency 
enjoyed its best years. He nOVi is associated v-Tith the United States 
Department of Agriculture , with headQuarters at lililw3.ukee, lIisconsin. 

Dr. Frame has been interested in The Brooks Bird Club since its 
organization. He protests his lack of Imov!ledge and even lack of interest 
in birds - - as birds. He is vitally interested, ho,\-,zever, in what the 
study of birds can mean to people. Only those VIho lmovl his vast lmovdedge 
of adult education can fullY-app-reciate the extent of the compliment 
when he writes of this Club as lithe most encouraging demonstration with 
vThich I am familiar. 11 

---J . Vi . H . 

A �{ord of Caution as to Local Records:- VIr. l\'Iaurice G. Brooks of 
l.iorgantovffi, of the School of Forestry, �Jest Vire:inia University, contributes 
the follovring timely comment: 

flAll of us who are interested in bird life have freQuent experiences 
with bird ob servers who are enthusiast ic in rn.aking records, but '\-'iho lack 
the training and scientific backgrmmd vThich would m3.ke them critical of 
their oym vmrk. Many examples come to mind. Many years ago, an 
earnest bird observer published a county list 'which has caused no end of 
trouble to systeIJl.atic ornithologists in the state ( ':est Virginia ) . "'13.l1Y 
of his records doubtless t.L8.ve real value, but when a shore bird v!hich 
nests along hudson's Bay is listed as breeding in the ';!est Virginia 
mOll..l1tains; when a western gull is recorded as occul'rinr only when blovffi 
in by �asterl1 _storms; when Arctic Three- toed I;oodpeckers are reported 
as occurring sparingly in Southern \'!est Virginia, 'what is the compiler 
of records to do? 

-21-
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n,-tnother case in point is a recent published record of an Ivory-b Hled 
VJood:?ecker seen in Hest Virginia. The writer, one of the most interesting 
colw1L.'1ists in the state, did not see the bird himself, but takes the word 
of another observer, simply on the grounds that this observer vms sure 
his bird had a white bill. Every out-door bird student knows that light 
conditions freQuently cause deceptive appearances, and should bear this 
in mind 'when recording bird notes. 

Ii In a recent issue of The Redstart a local taxidermist ir. an Ohio River 
county was Quoted as stating that SnovIy Owls are 'fairly cormnon! in his 
territory. A casual reference to any manual of ornithology will show the 
unlikelihood of such a statement. Snowy Owls are subject to poorly 
understood rhythms which cause them to make periodic invasions of our 
territory, sometimes in considerable numbers. During these invasions it 
is Quite possible that a taxidermist might receive several of the birds, 
and might conclude from this that the species was locally fairly COI11JTlon. 
Actually, these periods of relative abundance are interspersed by longer 
intervals, freQuently of several years durat ion, when Snm'Iy Owls are 
extremely rare or entirely absent from this portion of the United States. 

ilThere are several sound principles which should govern the pub licat ion 
of bird notes: 

Ill. Observations made by local, untrained observers, 9articularly when 

they relate to rare birds, should be taken with not one, but several, 
grains of salt. 

112. Before any sight observation is IJublished, it should be checked for 
points of identification, ran�e, etc. in all the standard manuals of 
ornithology available. 

!!3. Sight records should never be published, even in local journals 
until tfle ob server has eliminated to his ovm satisfaction every other 
bird v�hich his example might be. 

ii4. If the bird in Question is out of its usual range, either as to 

time or space, sight records should, in ordinary circ1l..rnstances, not be 
published at all. 

;ILocal ornithological journals, such as The Redstart have an important 
place to fill among scientific publicati-;-ns, and it is the duty of all 
of us to strive for the same scientific accuracy as we would ex:;Ject 
from the professio:n.ally edited jm.l.I'nals such as The .:J..uk or The \:ilson 
Bulletin. If 

'peB:.t}�. _oL}"Ir � George Hopwood: - The Brooks Bird Club extends its sincere 
s:)'lTl)atrlY to Liss lvIabel Hopv�ood, Active l:iember of the Club, Uyon (;ne death 
of 11er i'a ther, l.T. George Hopnood, on January 2, 1940. • Hopwood had 
been ill :.'or several years ilnd had been unable to continue his viOrk as a 
potter. His v!idow and tvJO daughters, .':isses �,iabel and Ruth, survive him. 
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GENERAL NOTES 

lVlovies l\1ade at Pymatuning: - Messrs. John l:elty, Harold Bergner, F.:.arold Olsen 

and J. H. Handlan spent the week-end of December 9-10, 1939 at ?Ylnatuning 

Lake, Pennsylvania, in an effort to take motion pictures of vlinter birds 

there. Mr. �jelty, an expert amateur photographer of vlheeling, has offered 

to assist The Brooks Bird Club in obtaining a motion picture record of 
some of its activities and the 'winter visit to Pymatuning was to be a part 
of this record. Unfortunately for the purpose of the visit, three 
successive days of fine, bright weather climaxed on December 10 in a day 
of rain and fog. Some excellent black-and-white fil.ms of Mallards and 
Canada Geese were obtained, nevertheless. At this writing, films made in 
color r.tad not yet been returned from processing, but l':Ir. Welty anticipates 
they will not be good, because of the 9xceptionally poor light conditions 
under which they were made. 

The Club plans this winter to dra,N up a "scenario t1 which vlill outline the 
general lines to be taken by the proposed movie record of its activities. 
Trie film will be used in educational vvork of the organization in the 
local field. 

Visit to Pittsburgh on January 28:- Third of the Club's general activities 
of the year is a scheduled trip on January 28, 1940, to vievr the bird 
collections of the Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh. The Carnegie group has 
been more than friendly toward this organization and the visit will bring 
wi th it an opportunity to reneVl rn.any friendships. Those who plan to rn.ake 
the trip from tineeling are asked to communicate with President Harold 
Bergner, of the Club. 

UJote: This visit was originally planned for January 21, 1940 but was 
:postponed to enable the Brooks Bird Club mec-nbers to T'leet Carnegie l:iuseum 
workers 'who were unable to be present on the date first announced. ) 

Incidentally, the Brooks B ird Club 'frill l'e Hat homeh the week-end of 
February 17":18 to its corresponding members and their guests. An inforrn.al 
social program is being planned and week-end visitors will be house 
guests of Iictive i,iembers durin..g their sts.y in i;[neeling. '£,,11 Corresponding 
hi.embers are invited to be present for the event. 

For reservations or inforIT8tion, contact the Club President, Harold Bergner, 
420 ,[arvrood A'lenue, VJheeling, 1;[. Va. 

Check your Redstart Files - The few rern.aining cO'9ies of back issues of The 
Redstart may be obtained fo r ten cents each. You are advised to look over 
your file nOVi while these are still available. Send your req,uests to the 
Corresponding Secretary, lass Dorothy Conrad, 423 UarvTOod Ave., V!heeling, 
lJ. Va. 
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