WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly
Species:

Roseate Spoonbill

Number: (leave blank)

Location:

Terra Alta Lake, Terra Alta WV

Date:

Bird Seen:

June 13th

To:

June 13th

June 13 2018

Age/Sex:

Time:

10:00am and 8:oopm

juvenal

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow.
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for
the observation.
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)

Medium sized wading bird. Large wide flat bill.

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt)

Light pink

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:

Description of behavior:

Feeding with sweeping head motion.

Habitat: (General and Specific)

Feeding in shallow water.

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)

Numerous observations and observers. Closest range 20', other observations from approx. 500
yards. Lighting conditions good, many types of optics and cameras used, including my Zeiss SF
10x42 binoculars. and Leica APO 25x50x65 spotting scope. Most pictures taken by me through
Leica spotting scope.

Previous experience with this species:

Yes

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)

Nothing is quite like the species in question.

Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can
submit their own report.

Bob Hauger
Mary Edith Sambuco
Marsha Forys
Rebecca Wertime
Mary Grey
Many others. Personal information for names above available upon request.
Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

None needed.

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?

Two weeks.

Name:

L. E. Helgerman

Address:
Date:

Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wil Hershberger
170 Stallion Ct.
Hedgesville, WV 25427
Or E-mail to:
wilhershberger@mac.com

Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:

This report was filled out by L. E. Helgerman... As one of the many observers and having more
knowledge of the process of submitting a rare bird report, I am detailing this event for the record.
The birds ROSP (Roseate Spoonbills) were first found and positively identified by Bob Hauger at
10:25am the morning of June 13th, 2018. They where seen at close range (20') at this time.
Bob was working as the camp cook for Oglebay Institute's Mountain Nature Camp (for adults).
At the time of the original sighting the rest of the camps participants and instructors were on a field
trip. When we returned and were informed about the sighting. Myself and a few others went looking
for the birds. They were relocated by a another camp participant, Mary Edith Sambuco. Myself and
two other searching participants (Masha Forys and Rebecca Wertime ) came upon M. E. Sambuco
who stated she re-found the birds. Both birds at this point were easily identifiable through
binoculars.
We then set up spotting scopes and informed the rest of the camp participants the location of the
birds. Most all of the camp's approx. 20 participants came and observed the birds. I began taking
pictures with various cameras through my spotting scope.
I informed many (outside the camp) WV birders as possible that evening. The birds were not
relocated the next morning.
Picture attached. Many other photos available.
Respectfully submitted by,
L. E. Helgerman

