WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly
Species:

Great Blue Heron (White form)

Number: (leave blank)

Location:

Marmet Locks & Dam, Belle, WV

Date:

Bird Seen:

10:30 a.m.

To:

10:50 a.m. (+/-)

WVBRC 2020-9

July 22, 2020

Age/Sex:

Time:

09:50 a.m.

Adult/unknown

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow.
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for
the observation.
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)

Note: All dimensions are estimates from memory, (not from reference material), and considered (+/-).
Oval, 2-ft. long body with 18 to 24-inch long neck.
Long stabbing type bill was about 16-inches long. It was bi-colored with medium gray upper mandible
and yellowish lower mandible.
Eyes were yellow.
During the initial July 22 and first July 23rd observation, the Legs and feet were not visible from the
Belle side of the river since it was standing in deep vegetation. However, on July 23rd, I crossed over
to the Marmet side of the river and got a better look. I estimate the greenish-yellow legs were 18 to
24-inches
long.
Plumage: (e.g.
markings, coloration, molt)
Head, neck, body and wings were all pure white.

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:

None.

Description of behavior:

During the initial July 22nd observation and the earliest observation of July 23rd: It was standing on a
low, vegetated covered channel diverter in the Kanawha River. It seemed to be relaxed and not really
doing anything except looking around or preening a little.
On the third observation, (the second one of July 23rd), it was doing the same thing for about
30-minutes. Then it seemed to get hungry. It quickly walked to the edge of the vegetation and started
catching something in the water. I don't know if it heard fish/crawdads/etc. or whether it was just
lucky to find food so quickly. It foraged for about 15-minutes and then took off upstream. I quickly lost
sight of it when it flew below the old stone lock wall and behind some trees. I didn't see it after that.

Habitat: (General and Specific)

High (2 or 3-feet) reed/grass vegetation on a manmade rock channel diverter on the downstream
side of the Marmet dam in the Kanawha River. This diverter structure makes a small rectangular
island in the river to force the current to the middle of the river. If is at most, a foot above normal level
in the Winfield Pool so it floods whenever the water level changes. The Winfield Locks and Dam
controls the level of the downstream pool. Water level can rise about 25-feet during high flow
conditions. The diverter is only visible during normal flows.

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)

Refer: CIRCUMSTANCES OF OBSERVATION on the last page.

Previous experience with this species:

None for the (White form). I see the normal Great Blue Herons many times every year both on the
Marmet Lock property and nearby areas. (45 times already this year). If you check eBird's Hotspot for
the Marmet Lock (sic) and Dam, the Illustrated Checklist shows about 50 photos. (I used to be listed
as an Anonymous eBirder. This was prior to being appointed as an Executive Committee Member to
the Handlan Chapter of the Brooks Bird Club. After accepting that office, I felt anonymous wouldn't
be appropriate. Anonymous eBirder still shows up on some of the photos even though the checklists
themselves list my name.)
Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)

Juvenile Little Blue Herons: I've observed and photographed them twice on the Locks property. They
are much too small. (Again, the Illustrated Checklist on the Hotspot of Marmet Locks will show what
I've photographed).
Great Egrets: I've observed and photographed them several times on nearby properties. I have
observed them at the Locks but haven't photographed them there. They have all yellow bills while the
subject bird has a bi-colored bill like a Great Blue Heron. Great Egrets also have black legs and the
subject bird has yellowish-green legs.
Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others
with your identification
can sign thisvisitors
form here.
If they
care to
detailseach
they can
Both
of theagree
eliminated
species arethey
infrequent
and
I have
toprovide
go to additional
the "books"
and every
submit
their
own
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time to be sure of the sighting. In fact, even though the subject bird had a bi-colored bill, my field
None.
notes list it as a Great Egret. I can't trust my memory on seldom seen birds and must use reference
material.

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

All About Birds, Cornell University's online site: It showed the Great Egret with all yellow bills which I
had forgotten.
Richard Crossley; The Crossly Guide Eastern Birds: It shows the white form of the Great Blue Heron.
Both of the above references were instrumental in me identifying the Great Blue Heron (White form).
How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?

I finished writing the description around 07:40 p.m., July 23, 2020. (Not the whole report-just the
descriptions). The time of the observation is from the time stamp on the first saved photograph in
each series of photos.
First sighting: 07/22, 10:37 a.m. Approx. 33-hours.
Second sighting: 7/23, 11:43 a.m. Approx. 8-hours.
Third sighting: 7/23, 12:35 p.m. Approx. 7-hours.
Name:
Address:
Date:

Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wil Hershberger
170 Stallion Ct.
Hedgesville, WV 25427
Or E-mail to:
wilhershberger@mac.com

Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:

Photographs are included on two of the following eBird Checklists. (The times are when the checklist
observation was started, not when the Heron was spotted):
First observation, Belle side of the river, 9:50 AM, July 22:
With 6-photographs.
https://ebird.org/checklist/S71729826
Second observation, Belle side of the river, 10:50 AM, July 23:
No photographs.
https://ebird.org/checklist/S71756979
Third observation, Marmet side of the river, 12:32 PM, July 23:
With 6-photographs.
https://ebird.org/checklist/S71757387
CIRCUMSTANCES OF OBSERVATION:
First Observation, Marmet Locks-Belle side, Wednesday, (Jul 22, 2020 9:50 AM - 1:40 PM):
I was conducting one of my regular eBird Travel Observation on the Marmet Locks property. At the
start of this observation, the sky was mostly cloudy, 70%. There were breezes and it was hot. After
making several stops, I saw this large white bird on the channel diverter, (island), in the river. The
first saved photograph lists the time as 10:37. It would have only taken a few minutes to get out of the
vehicle and get the camera set-up.
When first observed, it was 310 yards away, (Google Earth Maps). I had a 10X set of binoculars and
a Canon SX70HS Camera. The camera has 65X optical zoom. The screen/photos can be computer
pushed to 260X but the quality of photographs is degraded drastically. The same equipment was
carried on all three observations.
Both Great Egrets and juvenile Little Blue Herons have been observed at the Marmet Locks. Due to
the size, I assumed it was the former and listed it as such in my field notes. I continued on with the
rest of the observation until 13:40.
When I got home and reviewed the photos along with some reference material, it was obvious, (to
me anyway), that it was an unusual bird. Another trip was attempted later that day to try and confirm
the identification but a violent thunderstorm came through. It arrived at the Locks at the same time as
I so no observation was attempted.
Second Observation, Marmet Locks-Belle side, Thursday, (Jul 23, 2020 10:50 AM - 12:00 PM):
After diving into the river in many unsuccessful attempts to retrieve a picnic table and umbrella that
yesterdays' windstorm blew in the water, I was able to make it to the Locks at 10:50 a.m. The sky
was overcast with light rain. After making three stops with no sighting the bird was re-aquired on the
fourth stop at 11:40. It was at the same location as yesterday but the legs still were not visible. I didn't
want to get the camera wet so remained in the vehicle at this stop. The shortest distance to the bird
was about 280 yards, (Google Earth Map).
Since the bird was closer to the Marmet side of the river, the decision was made to travel the
12-miles to a public park over there. (12-miles by road to travel 390-yards as the Heron flies).
Third Observation, Marmet Locks-Marmet side, Thurday, (Jul 23, 2020 12:32 PM - 1:32 PM):
The sky was overcast with light to moderate rain. I parked on the lot at the Locks property, covered
the camera and binoculars with a coat and made it to public picnic shelter a little less than a quarter
mile away. The shelter was directly across from the channel diverter (island) and only 110 yards or
so away from the bird. I set up the tripod on a picnic table and was able to take photographs around

