WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly
Species:

Black-bellied Whistling-duck

Location:

Pleasant Creek Wildlife Management AreaDate: 07/01/2020

Bird Seen:

8:30 AM

To:

9:15 AM

Number: (leave blank)

Age/Sex:

WVBRC 2020-8
Time:

8:30 AM

unknown

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow.
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for
the observation.
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)

Clearly duck-shaped, about the size of a Mallard, definitely smaller than a Canada Goose.
Beak was large and bright orange--very distinct.
When the birds stood up straight, they appeared to have somewhat long necks.

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt)

Brown above (on back, chest, and neck), with dark black underneath. White horizontal line along
wing, which separated brown from black. All six birds appeared identical; no apparent sexual
dimorphism. There didn't seem to be any distinct marks on the face, at least none that could be
distinguished without a scope.

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:

They were silent the whole time we were there.

Description of behavior:

Six individuals were present, feeding in shallow mud (or maybe an inch or two of water) out on a
mudflat. They did not move around a lot, staying in the same general location for the entire 45
minutes we watched. One or two stood up straight occasionally, giving us a clear view of field marks.
Most of the time, the ducks stayed low in the mud, with their heads down.

Habitat: (General and Specific)

The ducks were at the Pleasant Creek Wildlife Management Area, in Barbour County. We viewed
them from Route 10/Clemtown, just west of Route 119/Route 250. Using Google Maps, I can
approximate the birds' location as about 39°14'30.2"N 80°03'14.0"W.
The birds were on a mudflat (which may have been covered by an inch or two of water), surrounded
by open water. The birds were out in the open and easy to see. A few scattered Mallards, some
Green Herons, and a large flock of Canada Geese were also present in the surrounding area.
Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)

We spotted the birds first with the naked eye. They were about 500 feet away. It was fairly easy to
see field marks with my 8x42 binoculars. It was a sunny morning; visibility was good.

Previous experience with this species:

I saw Black-bellied Whistling-ducks daily, by the hundreds, while studying for two weeks at a national
park in Costa Rica in 2012. This was by far the most numerous species in the wetland there, and I
went birdwatching every day, so I became quite familiar with them.

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)

The only duck species with so much black below would be a Muscovy Duck--I've seen those in Costa
Rica and in Florida. But these birds were much too small, too slender, and too pale to be Muscovies,
and their bills were too orange.
The only other duck with an orange/red bill is a male Wood Duck, but these birds were not even
close to the patterns of a Wood Duck.

Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can
submit their own report.

Additional

signature:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

I used Peterson's Birds of Eastern and Central North America (2002) and the Android app iBird Pro
Guide to Birds. Before consulting either, I had already cautiously identified the birds as Black-billed
Whistling-ducks based on the overall color pattern (brownish above, dark black belly below). After
consulting the Peterson guide, I knew to look closely for the orange bill, which I could then see easily.
I used the photos in the iBird Pro app to see the white wing stripe from different angles, to make sure
it matched with what I was seeing (and it did match). I also flipped through all the ducks in the
Peterson guide to confirm that there were no other similar-looking ducks, but none have such black
bellies
combined with orange bills.
How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?
I'm writing this the day after I observed the birds.

Name:

Annie Harmon

Address:
Date:

07/02/2020

Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wil Hershberger
170 Stallion Ct.
Hedgesville, WV 25427
Or E-mail to:
wilhershberger@mac.com

Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:

