WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly
Species:

Laughing Gull

Number: (leave blank)

Location:

Hogueland Lane, Grant Co.

Date:

Bird Seen:

9:40

To:

9;:45

4/14/19

Age/Sex:

WVBRC 2019-2
Time:

9:40 am

Adult

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow.
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for
the observation.
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)

Medium-sized gull with longer wings, about Ring-billed Gull sized. Skinnier looking compared to
Larus gulls with a relatively long bill.

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt)

Individual was in adult breeding plumage showing a long dark red bill, black hood, skinny white eye
arcs, with white underparts and tail, a slate gray back and wings which led to black primaries. Also
noted were black underside to the primaries.

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:

None heard

Description of behavior:

Flew in from the direction of Petersburg fairly low, presumably looking for a place to forage over the
fields. Flew over fairly close to me working its way up the valley then turning around and headed
back to the south to where I think it flew back towards Petersburg.

Habitat: (General and Specific)

Large agricultural fields, some planted with corn, some hay fields, but the majority is pasturelands.

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)

The bird flew in from behind me while I was scoping out a wet area in a corn field while at the 90
degree turn on the road when I noticed the bird coming in from the direction of Petersburg. It was
somewhat backlit but flew over and worked the fields in front of me for a minute or so in much better
light. I observed this bird first with 8x42 Zeiss binoculars and photographed with a Canon Rebel
equipped with a 100-400mm super telephoto lens.

Previous experience with this species:

A lot of experience with this species while county listing on much of the eastern and western shores
of Maryland over the last few years plus while birding in other states like while I'm birding for the
World Series of Birding in New Jersey.

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)

I ruled out both Bonaparte's Gull and Black-headed Gull which I have much experience with
Bonaparte's Gull throughout my region with highlights being seeing large flocks in some of their
staging areas in migration in Baltimore and Harford Counties in Maryland and previously seeing
Black-headed Gull around Black Diamond Point in Baltimore. I have seen Franklin's Gull several
times in Maryland and was part of the team that recorded the state high count when there was a
sudden influx to the mid-Atlantic following favorable winds one November. Have also seen at close
range during event in the parking lot of the Ocean City Inlet.
Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can
submit their own report.

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

None really, I basically know what I had right in front of me.

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?

2 days

Name:

Aaron Graham

Address:
Date:

4/16/19

Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wil Hershberger
170 Stallion Ct.
Hedgesville, WV 25427
Or E-mail to:
wilhershberger@mac.com

Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:

I think the occurrence of this species is interesting in WV. Where are the birds that pass through
headed? Looking at previous records there is some correlation with the dates in April which could
lead to an interesting pattern in sightings and perhaps something to look for in the future inland here.
Could not copy photos so here are the direct links:
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/151114441
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/151114451

