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Schrader Center, Mansion 

FIeld Notes FroM the dIrector 
Fall has always been my favorite season.  It’s the colors – blazing red 
sassafras leaves and yellow birch leaves tinged with brown – that first 
grab you.  Then the smells hold on to you with autumn tenacity – the lovely 
decomposition of deciduous leaves, wild apples half eaten and rotting in 
the shade of the branches, and hot pine needles baking in the sun on the 
forest floor. 
 
It’s a time of transition for all living things in the Northern hemisphere.  
Ectothermic (i.e. cold-blooded) amphibians and reptiles soak in the last 
rays of the fall sun before retreating to muddy pond bottoms, rotting logs, 
leaf litter, and rocky underground dens to sleep away the cold season.  
Chipmunks work feverishly to store away enough seeds and nuts in their 
extensive underground tunnels to last them to spring, and black bears are 
slowly but steadily stuffing themselves full of blueberries, moths, and 
other delectable forest treats to fatten up for winter. 
 
Canada geese have begun their migration, traveling in large flocks.  Barn 
swallows, chimney swifts, and other passerine birds are also on the wing, 
heading south.  As the migrants prepare to leave, resident birds start 
returning to the bird feeders that they’ve ignored for most of the 
summer.  As the wild supply of seeds and berries dwindles throughout the 
fall season, our backyard bird feeders become a hotbed of activity for our 
winter residents – chickadees, tufted titmice, cardinals, house finches, 
blue jays, and woodpeckers. 
 
The transitioning wildlife mirror our own lives, as the Schrader Center 
staff turn from our summer programs and look ahead to a busy year of 
school programs.  Throughout the upcoming school year, we will teach 1st-
6th grade environmental education programs throughout the tri-state area.  
In addition to our school programs, the Schrader Center offers a wide 
variety of public programs for children, families, and adults.  Be sure to 
check out our full list of fall programs at https://oionline.com/classes/
nature/.   
 
Happy Fall! 

 

 

 
Molly Check, Director 
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"Fall has always been my favorite season. The time when everything bursts with its last beauty, as 
if nature had been saving up all year for the grand finale."      - Lauren Destefano 

Fall Facts by: raMsay core 
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The beautiful orange and yellow colors you see as the leaves begin to change has 

secretly been there all along. As the sunlight begins to become weaker each day, the 

green colored chlorophyll responsible for converting the sun’s energy into food begins to 

break down. The disappearance of the chlorophyll allows for the carotenoids (pigments 

responsible for orange and yellow) to shine through. Any red leaves that you may see 

are from new pigments that the plants create called anthocyanins. These red colors help 

the tree absorb more nutrients from the dying leaves. This happens because the red pig-

ments work like sunscreen since the chlorophyll is no longer present to protect from 

damage caused by the sun.  Enjoy the beautiful colors that Fall has to offer!  

-Ramsay  

The beauty of  Fall radiates around the Schrader Center making for some 

amazing photo opportunities. 



bIrdINg wIth chrIstINa 

The Importance of Citizen Science 
 One of my favorite memories from my time in college was of my 
time as a volunteer for a short-eared owl trapping and banding project. 
There is something special about being able to see a bird of prey close 
enough to examine the intricacies of their feathers, beaks, and talons. 
During the project, mist and bow nets were used to humanely capture the 
owls in order to band them. The bands used on the adults are a special 
metal leg band with identification numbers. The bands are supposed to 
remain on the leg for easy identification if read with binoculars or if the 
bird is re-captured. The short-eared owl is considered endangered in the 
state of New York, where we were banding; the data that the bands provide 
is invaluable for informing population estimations and movement 
analysis.  
 Bird and hawk banding stations are located across the United 
States and are managed by the the United States Geological Survey’s Bird 
Banding Laboratory out of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in 
Laurel, MD. To become a bird bander one needs a federal banding permit, 
and obtaining those permits is not easy. A resume of banding references, 
and project justification are just a few of the things needed to apply. 
Gaining enough experience to become a master bander takes years.  
 Luckily anyone can still be useful to the bird research without a 
banding permit.  Widescale research efforts often depend quite a bit on 
everyday citizens and their interest to help. Everyday birders have been 
contributing to the science of ornithology since people began to observe 
birds. The many ornithological societies that exist today were begun by 
amateur and professional birders. Two very large citizen science projects 
in ornithology include the Christmas Bird Count and the Breeding Bird 
Survey. Both projects organize volunteers to count and document species 
heard or seen over a certain time period. Over 450 scientific studies have 
cited data from the Breeding Bird Survey and over 200 studies have used 
data from the Christmas Bird Count. Citizen scientists are generally the 
first line of information and are vital in recording rare phenomena and 
long-term data. 
 How can birders help with science in our area? We can begin by 
reporting band sightings whenever banded birds are spotted or found. A 
band number is required to make the report to the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service at www.reportband.gov.  There are several birding 
organizations and devoted birders in the Wheeling area. The Schrader 
Environmental Education Center offers avian education programs and can 
provide information on local birding clubs. The Brooks Birding Club is 
centered out of Wheeling, WV and organizes a Christmas Bird Count and 
other citizen science projects. WVDNR AND ODNR can also be contacted 
for information on volunteer opportunities in your area. 

Happy birding!  

- Christina, Naturalist 
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 Nature Day Camp Wrap Up!  

 

Hey everyone! Chase here,   

Nature Day Camp Coordinator, 

thanking everybody for a very 

fun and eventful summer of 

camp! We had a very busy year 

with over 350 young campers in 

attendance throughout the   

summer.  Some of my favorite 

activities from this summer   

include: the Budding Naturalists 

using clues to track down a  

REAL puppy during Paw Patrol 

week, the Nature Investigators    

spending an entire day doing 

activities in a pure dark room in 

our Many Faces of Earth camp, 

incredible shelters being made 

during Fortnite camp by the  

Nature Explorers, and multiple 

groups working together to 

brew a “nature potion” during 

DragonCraft. We also launched 

a new CIT (Counselor-In-

Training) program for campers 

that have aged out of our other 

camps. Lastly, I’d like to thank 

my wonderful counselors and 

the many campers we had this   

summer for making it all so 

much fun! 

 

Until Next Year,  

Chase Byrne 

Pictured clockwise 

from top left:  

Dragoncraft potion, 

Many Faces of 

Earth shelters and 

the Paw Patrol pup 

http://www.reportband.gov


photo coNtest 
Send us your best shots 

of wintertime, and you 

could be featured in our 

next issue!   We will 

publish winners for the 

following categories: 

Landscape,  Sense of 

Place, and Honorable 

Mention.  Send photo 

submissions to 

jbensie@oionline.com, 

with “Winter Photo 

Contest” in the subject 

line by November 15 

what do you waNt to see 

IN the Next Issue? 

Tell us what you’d like 

to see in the Winter 

issue, and we will try to 

include it. 

jbensie@oionline.com 

Black Bears in the Fall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The black bear (Ursus Americanus) is the state animal of West 

Virginia.  This time of year, these large mammals are extremely 

busy!  As fall approaches they are trying to eat upwards of 

20,000 calories a day to put on as much weight as possible for 

the winter, usually a few hundred pounds! This process is called 

HYPERPHAGIA.  The bears will spend hours each day eating 

and drinking as much as possible.   Black bears are omnivores 

which means they will eat both plant and animal material.  A 

surprising fact is that a black bear’s typical diet consists of 80% 

berries, plants, & roots.  The other 20% of their diet would 

consist of insects, small mammals, and carrion.  

upcoMINg eveNt: Food Preservation 101 

FascINatINg Nature word oF the day!  
Chlorophyll: 

!

Food Preservation 101 
Saturday, September 7 

9am to 4pm 

 
 
Preserving the harvest was essential for our ancestor’s survival, and it 
can still enrich our lives today! This hands-on program walks you 
through the steps of freezing, fermenting, canning with a water bath, 
and using a pressure canner. Includes the basics of making sauerkraut, 
dill pickles, fruit jam, canned tomatoes, and more! Bring an apron if you 
have one. Program includes a homemade lunch. Pre-registration re-
quired, space is limited. (Limit 12)  
 
$50/$45 OI Members (Lunch will be provided) 
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Seasonal Naturalist – Fall  
Saturday, September 21, 9—10:30am 
The natural world is always moving, changing, cycling through the seasons. This 
quarterly program will highlight phenology (seasonal natural phenomena) 
throughout the year with an inside presentation on plants and animals followed 
by a nature hike through the forest and along the stream. (Limit 50)  
 

Campfire Cooking  
Tuesday October 1, 5:30 -7pm 

Cooking with a campfire is a life skill that connects you to the 
natural world. Learn the basics of cooking around, in, and over 
the campfire. We’ll learn how to make Cajun shrimp, foil-packet 
potatoes, ducth-oven chicken, mountain pies, and s’mores! Pre-

                     registration required. (Limit 15)  

Eco Fest 
Saturday, October 5, 10am-4:30pm 

Our family festival celebrates the earth with vendors, 
hands-on exhibits, live animal presentations, face 
painting, tie-dye, a scavenger hunt, bird watching, nature 
crafts, a 50-50 raffle, and more! Participating community 
groups include Grow Ohio Valley, Wheeling Children’s 
Museum, Primitive Notions, Brooks Bird Club, and 
Museum of Natual History of Pittsburgh! Hotdogs, cider, 
popcorn, and other treats available for sale. Bring your 
own shirt to tie-dye or purchase one on site. Free 
Admission!  
 

Be Unique, Be You, and Live!  
Monday, October 7, 6:30 - 8:30pm    
David George returns to the Schrader Center to celebrate the healing power of 
music, nature imagery, and time spent together in nature. David is an author, self-
advocate and motivational speaker for people of all ages who have been 
diagnosed with attention deficit disorder, Asperger’s syndrome, autism, or other 
learning disabilities. This program seeks to create a community support system 
to help people connect with others through an inside discussion (30 minutes) 
followed by a short walk through the forest. The hike will end at the campfire 
ring, where we will enjoy roasted marshmallows. (Limit 45)  

                        
Daylight & Nighttime Astronomy  
Saturday, October 12, 1 -4pm & 8 - 11pm 
Explore the solar and lunar skies at a special astronomy 
event at Speidel Observatory in Oglebay Park. Tour the 
facility, try your eye at “solar observing,” see a meteorite 
display, and participate in space science activities from       
1-4pm. Observe the evening sky through telescopes and 
learn about the constellations from 8-11pm (weather 
permitting). (Limit 50)  

Featured prograMs: Nature Happenings 
Join Miss Courtney 

for some fun and 

learning this Fall!  

 

Nurturing Naturalists:  

Ages 5-8 (without an adult) 

& 

Roots N’ Shoots 

Ages 2—4 (with an adult) 

 

Sept 13 & 27, Oct 11 & 

25, and Nov 8 & 22  

 

Register online or by calling 

the Schrader Center       

at 304-242-6855 
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Calling All Artists!! 

We are looking to     

spotlight an artist of the 

season in future       

newsletters.  Send us 

your drawings of nature, 

wildlife etc. and you 

could be featured!!      

Artwork cannot be       

returned so please send a 

copy if you would like to 

keep the original. Open 

to all ages. 

 

Send artwork to: 

Schrader Center 

Attention: Joelle Bensie 

1330 National Road 

Wheeling, WV 26003 

 

Or e-mail 

Jbensie@oionline.com 



!
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