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Field Notes from the Director
“Oh, the summer night, Has a smile of light, And she sits
on a sapphire throne.” ~Bryan Proctor
When you ask a roomful of people what their favorite summertime activity is,
responses will vary. Individual personalities, preferences, and comfort levels reveal
themselves in answers that may range from reading a book under a shady tree to
taking an extreme outdoor adventure that leaves your heart pounding. Do you
like grilling out dinner with your family? Swimming in the creek on a hot summer
afternoon? Sitting around the campfire with friends?
Although everyone has a different idea of what makes a perfect summer day, the
common thread is that our summertime activities tend to happen outside. I like to
say that “summertime = outdoor time!” Of all the seasons, summer has a way of
demanding that we head outside. It’s the warm sun, shining down on the flowers
and trees, and the cool breeze on a hot day that feels too amazing for words. It’s
the bounty of green plants and baby animals being born that remind us of the
natural rhythms of life, and the excitement of filling the long days with meaningful
experiences.
Why is the urge to head outside so strong in the summer? Is it in our
evolutionary history? Summer is known as the time of plenty, which our ancestors
spent gathering up food stores for the coming cold weather. Or is it the
excitement we all had as school kids, waiting impatiently for classes to end for
three glorious months of summer vacation? Whatever it is, I know that I am a
summer girl. I love knowing that even after work, there is plenty of sunshine left
for me to plant in my garden, go birding, or squeeze in a quick kayak paddle.
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Membership
Please consider supporting
the Schrader Center
through membership.
Details can be found at
http://oionline.com/
support/

At the Schrader Center, we are ready to share the summertime with you! Our
building, hands-on exhibits, butterfly garden, and trails are open 7 days a week,
with no admission cost, and we have a full line-up of summer programs (page 6)
and camps (pages 5 & 7) for all ages. Our Naturalists are always available to
answer nature questions by phone, email, or in person, so please don’t hesitate to
reach out if you need help identifying a species or have a wildlife question. We
hope to see you at the Schrader Center this summer!

Members offer valuable
support that allows our
environmental education
programs to continue for
local schools and families.
We couldn’t do it without
our members!

No matter where your summer takes you, I wish you warm days, cool breezes,
and life-long memories that will warm all the days to come.

Thank you for
your support!

Schrader Environmental Education Center, Oglebay Institute - www.oionline.com - 304-242-6855

Page 2

Photo Corner

All photos by Adam Haywood
Follow on Instagram: ahphoto2181

Submit photos for the fall photo contest to
mcheck@oionline.com by August 3!

Top, from left to right: Male red-bellied woodpecker, American woodcock, twelve
spotted skimmer dragonfly, honey bee on lavender
Bottom, from left to right: Pickerel weed, male & female wood ducks

How lovely is the forest deep, as winding paths we stray, where mosses and the wild
vines creep, near streams where willows seem to weep. Each turn we make, each ancient
tree, each living thing a mystery, I love a winding path to stray, that keeps me guessing all
the way. - “The Forest” by Columbus Dispatch
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Birding with Christina
“Everyone likes birds. What wild creature is
more accessible to our eyes and ears, as close to
us and everyone in the world, as universal as
a bird?”
Chestnut-sided Warbler

Bird
Programs:
Summer of
Wonder:
(June 4 – August 18)
$5 per person

~ David Attenborough

Free for OI members or
Oglebay Park pass
holders

Photo by Adam Haywood

Can you match the male and female warblers?
Look for duller versions with the same patterns!

Mondays
Bird Walk, 8-9am

A.
Magnolia Warbler

Wednesdays
Bird Walk, 8-9am
Meet at Wilson Lodge
Saturdays
Bird Walk, 7:30-8:30am

B.
Blackburnian Warbler

C.
Yellow throated Warbler

D.
Yellow Warbler

Enjoy an early
morning walk when
the birds are the
most active. An
experienced
naturalist will
identify a variety of
birds by song and
sight as you explore
different
habitats. Binoculars
and field guides are
provided.
Birding
Question?
Ask
Christina!
cslover@oionline.com

Answers: Magnolia (C), Blackburnian (D), Yellow throated (A), Yellow (B)
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Fundraiser
We are raising funds to
support environmental
education programs for 1st6th grade students in Ohio &
Marshall County schools!
Our programs create a

comprehensive picture of the

Upcoming Event: Family Campfire!
Family Campfire
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month, 8-9pm
June 7 & 21, July 5 & 19, August 2 & 16
$5/Free OI members or with Park activity bands
Nothing wraps up a summer day better than
sitting next to a campfire! Enjoy a relaxing
evening around a crackling campfire. We provide the s’mores!

natural world through
horizontal lesson delivery
through the grades, reviewing
and elaborating on standard-

Nature Trivia: How much do you know
about the natural world?

based scientific principles
each year.
You can donate over the
phone at 304-242-6855 or by
sending a check (payable to
Oglebay Institute with
“Schrader school programs” in
memo line) to 1330 National
Road, Wheeling, WV, 26003.

Thank you for

Questions:
1. How many species of salamander are there in WV?
2. What is the definition of an endemic species? (Hint: 2 of WV
salamander species are endemic).
3. What is the stem shape of a mint plant?
4. How many body parts does an insect have, and what are they called?
5. Which bird has the widest wingspan in the world?
6. What year was the Schrader Environmental Education Center built?
7. True or false - the American Kestrel is the smallest falcon in North
America.
8. What is the total length (in miles) of the Ohio River?
9. Name three tree species with a compound leaf arrangement.
10. What causes owls to have “silent flight?”

your support!
Answers: 1There are 34 species of salamanders in WV. 2. A species that is only found
in a defined geographical area. 3. Square. 4. Three body parts - head, thorax,
abdomen. 5. The wandering albatross has the largest known wingspan of any living bird,
at times reaching nearly 12 feet. 6. 2001. 7. True. 8. The Ohio River flows for 981
miles. 9. Hickory, Ash, Sumac, Locust, Buckeye, Walnut, to name a few. 10. An owl's
primary feathers are serrated like a comb. This design breaks down turbulence into
smaller currents called micro-turbulences. Then the edge of the feather muffles the
sound of air flowing over the wing and shifts the angle at which air flows. These soft
feathers allow air to pass through which eliminates sound.
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Featured Programs: Nature Happenings
Junior Nature Camp
July 15-21 & July 22-28
Ages 10-15

Founded in 1944, Junior Nature Camp builds on
the tradition established by one of WV’s first
naturalists and foresters, A.B. Brooks. His vision
for teaching about nature continues today through Junior Nature Camp (JNC).

The mission of JNC is to provide experience in the study of the natural world, so
that young people might appreciate the marvels of nature, and grow to be good
stewards of the Earth, all within the cooperative living environment of a residential
camp.
Camp Giscowheco, just east of Wheeling, WV, provides the facilities and
infrastructure to live comfortably while studying life in the surrounding fields
and forests. Our daily schedule includes bird walks, morning sessions on topics
such as herpetology, dendrology, botany, ornithology and entomology. Although
there is a focus on education, we also provide ample opportunity for young people to
have fun and connect with each other through camp chores, free time activities and
outdoor adventure.

Each afternoon affords
opportunity to go
swimming in the pool,
play soccer or volleyball,
try out the slack line or
sit in the shade and draw
or play music. Every day
closes with a campfire,
storytelling, singing and
astronomy.
Today, more than ever, our children need the opportunity to unplug from the digital
world and reconnect to each other and the natural world in a very real way.
Give your child the gift that lasts a lifetime
through this residential camp experience that is Junior
Nature Camp.

- Natasha Diamond, JNC Program Director
For more information or to register your child, please
go to http://oionline.com/camps/juniornaturecamp/ or
call 304-242-6855.

Wish List
As a non profit
organization, we are
grateful for
donations to improve
our exhibits &
programs.
Bean bag chairs
for children’s
library
Craft supplies
Small garden
chairs for kids
Night vision
goggles for Night

Hikes
Trail Camera to
capture and share
wildlife sightings

Please drop by or
contact us at 304242-6855 if you are
able to donate an

item.

Thank you
for your
support!
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Samara
Shop
Spotlight
Now selling bottled
water and snacks!
The Samara Shop,

located within the
Schrader Center,
opened for business in
July 2016 and has
been selling nature
inspired products ever
since (many by local
artists).
Stop by for these
great products:
Bird feeders & seed
Children’s books
Field guides
Puppets
Stuffed animals
Buttons & Magnets
Shirts
Water bottles
Honey & maple syrup
Visiting the Samara
Shop is a great way
to support the
Schrader Center!

Featured Programs: Nature Happenings
Summer of Wonder
June 4 – August 18
No pre-registration required. All ages welcome.
$5 per person / free for OI members or with Park wristbands
Mondays:
8-9am: Bird Walk – Enjoy an early morning walk with an experienced
naturalist to identify a variety of birds by song and sight. Binoculars provided.
Tuesdays:
10:30-11:30am: Guided Nature Walk – We’ll look for wildflowers, birds,
animal tracks and more as we walk along our trails.
9-10pm: Night Hike (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) - Listen to nature’s symphony of
sounds and enjoy the night views of a WV woodland. Fun activities test your
night vision. Easy terrain/slow pace. Bring a flashlight. Steady rain cancels.
Wednesdays:
8-9am: Bird Walk (meets at Wilson Lodge) - Enjoy an early morning walk with
an experienced naturalist to identify a variety of birds. Binoculars provided.
11:30am-12:30pm: Nature Story Time – Visit our Children’s Library for a
nature book reading, then head outside for a hands-on activity, game, or craft
related to the topic. New themes each week!
Thursdays:
10:30-11:30am: Guided Nature Walk - We’ll look for wildflowers, birds,
animal tracks and more as we walk along our trails.
8-9pm: Campfire (1st & 3rd Thursdays) – Is there anything more relaxing than
sitting around a crackling campfire on a warm summer evening? Marshmallows
and roasting sticks provided.
9-10pm: Astronomy – Observe the night sky with local experts from the
Oglebay Astronomy Club at the Speidel Observatory (next to Schrader Center).
Fridays:
10-11am: Feeding Frenzy – Learn about our animal ambassadors as you help
feed our toad, turtles and snakes.
Saturdays:
7:30-8:30am: Bird Walk – Enjoy an early morning walk with an experienced
naturalist to identify a variety of birds. Binoculars provided.
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Director of Youth Programs: Summer Camp
Nature Day Camp has begun!
Our Budding Naturalists (ages 4-entering Kindergarten) will explore “Forest Fairy Tales,” zip
and bound with “Superpowers and Superhero Science,” and learn about the Jurassic period in
“Dino Mania.” These half-day camps are designed with our youngest learners in mind.
Nature Investigators (entering 1st -3rd grade) beat the heat in “Water World” and travel
beyond this world in “The Force is with you,” while Nature Explorers (entering 4th-6th grade)
can become “Nature Detectives,” “Zombie Hunters,” or enter a “Wizarding World.” No
matter what your child is interested in, we have a summer camp for them!
Last summer, one of our camper parents remarked “My daughter is
such a hands-on girl and gets bored easily, but here...she loves
it!”
Themes, Details & Registration: oionline.com/camps/nature/ or
304-242-6855. We’ll see you at camp!

Cody Stepanek
Phenology: The study of seasonal phenomena, especially in relation to
climate and plant and animal life
Summer is a great time to explore nature as plants and animals grow, reproduce, and thrive in the increased
sunshine and warmth. At the Schrader Center, my favorite outdoor classroom is the Joan Stifel Corson
Wildflower and Butterfly Garden. Thanks to the gardening efforts of Janelle Loh and other Ohio County
Master Gardeners, the butterfly garden is home to a variety of pollinator-friendly plants. I have taught many
insect classes in the butterfly garden, and students delight in capturing and studying butterflies and other
pollinators up close. Some of the insects that we found on our last exploration are shown below.

Left to right: Monarch butterfly, Small eastern milkweed bug, Pennsylvania firefly, Red Admiral butterfly
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Kid’s Page
Help the bee
find the flower

Tic Tac Toe

Connect
Can you spot the 5
differences?

the Dots
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