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Schrader Environmental Education Center

Field Notes from the Director

Despite the cold temperatures, the woods around the
Schrader Center are still very busy! Out on a walk
yesterday, | saw squirrels and chipmunks scampering up
trees and along logs, gathering seeds and nuts for the
wi nter season. Al t hough
true hibernation, they will enter torpor (a state of
physical inactivity), which they will wake up from
periodically to feed on their stored hickory nuts and
sunflower seeds. Gray squirrels, on the other hand, will remain active for much

of the winter, visiting their food caches that have been stocked with tasty treatq.

They will, however, escape to their winter dens for several days at a time if the
temperature dips too low or the weather is too severe.

| also saw several whitailed deer, which is not uncommon throughout
Oglebay Park. In fact, earlier this week, | had two deer (a large buck and a
yearling) walk right up to my car when | pulled into the parking lot. Their

actions, unfortunately, were motivated by a desire for food that they have begun

to associate with humans. Although it may be exciting to be so close to them,
the Schrader Center does not approve of anyone feeding deer in the Park or
elsewhere. Even when done with the best intentions, the practice ends up
hurting the deer in the long run. The yearling that approached my car is

entering its first winter at a disadvantage, not having spent as much time learnigmempership. Details can

how to forage for wild foods.

There is one group of wild animals that wle feed regularly at the Schrader
Center, however, and that is the birds! Our bird feeders can provide hours of
entertainment during the winter, as the colder temperatures entice a variety of

winter residents to stop by for a snack. See page 3 for more information on ouy environmental education

usual winter bird feeder visitors.

Now that we have some comfy chairs, binoculars, and field guidagdey the
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Please consider
supporting the Schrader
Center through

be found at http://
oionline.com/support/

Members offer valuable
support that allows our

programs to continue for
local schools and families
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Thank you for
your support!
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wi ndows at our Brooks Bird Club Boo
watch the birds. Pour yourself a cup of free coffee or hot cocoa and settle in
for a Il ong winterds bird watch!
Happy Holidays! W’%ﬂ Chuele
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Submit photos for the spring newsletter to

PhOtO Corner mcheck@oionline.com by February 22

GSSLI AY GKS KSt G0KS aAftSyld g22Rasx {
0N Yy dzAa f@ a0|ShaSia 5t JaraRsyy A a (F dZaAKa o 2 KFG Aa
g 2 NI KK 2 KSy KS LJzNBaid NILIIdz2NBE 2F¢éf ADAY 3

{ AT SYOTNER2R%E 27 1. . NR2]

A7

CKFy]l @2dz G2 2dzNJ gAYy (S
/| 2f £t SSy adzNN} @& oLJzYLI AYyO0L 9

Schrader Environmental Education Center, Oglebay Institute - www.oionline.com - 304 -242 -6855



