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Membership  

Please consider 

supporting the Schrader 

Center through 

membership.  Details can 

be found at http://

oionline.com/support/ 
 

Members offer valuable 

support that allows our 

environmental education 

programs to continue for 

local schools and families. 

 We couldnõt do it 

without our members! 
 

Thank you for 

your support!  
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Field Notes from the Director  
 

Despite the cold temperatures, the woods around the 

Schrader Center are still very busy!  Out on a walk 

yesterday, I saw squirrels and chipmunks scampering up 

trees and along logs, gathering seeds and nuts for the 

winter season.  Although chipmunks donõt experience 

true hibernation, they will enter torpor (a state of 

physical inactivity), which they will wake up from 

periodically to feed on their stored hickory nuts and 

sunflower seeds.  Gray squirrels, on the other hand, will remain active for much 

of the winter, visiting their food caches that have been stocked with tasty treats.  

They will, however, escape to their winter dens for several days at a time if the 

temperature dips too low or the weather is too severe. 

 

I also saw several white-tailed deer, which is not uncommon throughout 

Oglebay Park.  In fact, earlier this week, I had two deer (a large buck and a 

yearling) walk right up to my car when I pulled into the parking lot.  Their 

actions, unfortunately, were motivated by a desire for food that they have begun 

to associate with humans.  Although it may be exciting to be so close to them, 

the Schrader Center does not approve of anyone feeding deer in the Park or 

elsewhere.  Even when done with the best intentions, the practice ends up 

hurting the deer in the long run.  The yearling that approached my car is 

entering its first winter at a disadvantage, not having spent as much time learning 

how to forage for wild foods. 

 

There is one group of wild animals that we do feed regularly at the Schrader 

Center, however, and that is the birds!  Our bird feeders can provide hours of 

entertainment during the winter, as the colder temperatures entice a variety of 

winter residents to stop by for a snack.  See page 3 for more information on our 

usual winter bird feeder visitors. 

 

Now that we have some comfy chairs, binoculars, and field guides set-up by the 

windows at our Brooks Bird Club Book Nook, itõs easy for you to stop by and 

watch the birds.  Pour yourself a cup of free coffee or hot cocoa and settle in 

for a long winterõs bird watch!   

 

Happy Holidays! 
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ά5ŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ǿƻƻŘǎΣ {ǝƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǝƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭ ǎƪƛŜǎΣ [ƛŦŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ǎǘǊƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
ǿƻǊǘƘΚ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘΣ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 
       - {ƛƭŜƴǘ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ά! ŦŜǿ ƻŦ !. .Ǌƻƻƪǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇƻŜƳǎέ  

Photo Corner  
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Submit photos for the spring newsletter to 

mcheck@oionline.com by February 22 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΗ  

/ƻƭƭŜŜƴ aǳǊǊŀȅ όǇǳƳǇƪƛƴύ ϧ !ŘŀƳ IŀȅǿƻƻŘ όŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎύ 


