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Field Notes from the Director
Despite the cold temperatures, the woods around the
Schrader Center are still very busy! Out on a walk
yesterday, I saw squirrels and chipmunks scampering up
trees and along logs, gathering seeds and nuts for the
winter season. Although chipmunks don’t experience
true hibernation, they will enter torpor (a state of
physical inactivity), which they will wake up from
periodically to feed on their stored hickory nuts and
sunflower seeds. Gray squirrels, on the other hand, will remain active for much
of the winter, visiting their food caches that have been stocked with tasty treats.
They will, however, escape to their winter dens for several days at a time if the
temperature dips too low or the weather is too severe.
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I also saw several white-tailed deer, which is not uncommon throughout
Oglebay Park. In fact, earlier this week, I had two deer (a large buck and a
yearling) walk right up to my car when I pulled into the parking lot. Their
actions, unfortunately, were motivated by a desire for food that they have begun
to associate with humans. Although it may be exciting to be so close to them,
the Schrader Center does not approve of anyone feeding deer in the Park or
elsewhere. Even when done with the best intentions, the practice ends up
hurting the deer in the long run. The yearling that approached my car is
entering its first winter at a disadvantage, not having spent as much time learning
how to forage for wild foods.
There is one group of wild animals that we do feed regularly at the Schrader
Center, however, and that is the birds! Our bird feeders can provide hours of
entertainment during the winter, as the colder temperatures entice a variety of
winter residents to stop by for a snack. See page 3 for more information on our
usual winter bird feeder visitors.
Now that we have some comfy chairs, binoculars, and field guides set-up by the
windows at our Brooks Bird Club Book Nook, it’s easy for you to stop by and
watch the birds. Pour yourself a cup of free coffee or hot cocoa and settle in
for a long winter’s bird watch!
Happy Holidays!
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Membership
Please consider
supporting the Schrader
Center through
membership. Details can
be found at http://
oionline.com/support/
Members offer valuable
support that allows our
environmental education
programs to continue for
local schools and families.
We couldn’t do it
without our members!

Thank you for
your support!
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Photo Corner

Submit photos for the spring newsletter to
mcheck@oionline.com by February 22

“Deep in the heart of the silent woods, Still to the stillness of thought, Under the calm of the
tranquil skies, Life’s best lesson is taught. What is the foolish strife of man? What is his striving
worth? When the purest rapture of living is found, In the beauty and peace of earth.”
- Silent Woods, from “A few of AB Brooks favorite poems”

Thank you to our winter photo submissions!
Colleen Murray (pumpkin) & Adam Haywood (all others)
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Birding Corner
“Everyone likes birds. What wild creature is more accessible to our eyes and ears, as close to us and
everyone in the world, as universal as a bird?” ~ David Attenborough

Winter residents
For those who have not yet crossed the bridge to a full-blown birding lifestyle, winter offers a chance to learn a
few common birds without the frenzied distractions of look-alike warblers and other migrants. Once the snow
begins to fall in the hills of Appalachia, it can generally be assumed that the birds at our feeders are here for the
long winter haul. Let’s take a look at our cold-hardy winter residents.
Level 1 ID challenge: Due to their large size and/or distinct colors, these birds are fairly easy to identify.

A.
Above, left to right: Male & female Northern cardinals; Blue jay; Mourning dove; Male red-bellied
woodpecker (female is similar, but red strip on head is broken with a gray patch; species is larger than downy & hairy
woodpeckers); Chickadee (black-capped & Carolina species overlap and sometimes hybridize in our area).
Level 2 ID challenge: Not as easy with a quick glance, but still fairly distinctive upon closer inspection.

B.

Above, left to right: White breasted nuthatch; Red breasted nuthatch (only here in winter); Tufted titmouse;
American goldfinch (colors much more muted than in summer); Song sparrow (note dark spot in middle of chest).
Level 3 ID challenge: You may need your binoculars to determine the difference between these species.

Above, left to right: Male house finch & Male purple finch (females of both species lack red) - purple finch coloring
extends over more of body than house finch; Female & male house sparrows (non-native); Male downy woodpecker
& male hairy woodpecker (females of both species lack red) - hairy has a larger body, and a much larger beak;
Coopers Hawk, often preys on feeder birds (tail is more rounded than the square-ish tail of a sharp-shinned hawk).
Schrader Environmental Education Center, Oglebay Institute - www.oionline.com - 304-242-6855
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Fundraiser
We are raising funds to
support environmental
education programs for 1st6th grade students in Ohio &
Marshall County schools!
Our programs create a

comprehensive picture of the

Upcoming Event: Maple Sugaring Day!
Saturday, March 16, 9am-1pm
Experience the history of maple syrup production at fun,
educational stations along the forested trails of the sugar
bush. See a wide variety of sugaring techniques, from the
Native American way through modern methods. Each
tour lasts approximately 60 minutes and includes a hot
pancake breakfast in Camp Russel's dining hall at Oglebay
Park. Pre-registration required; this event sells out. Meets
at Camp Russel.

natural world through
horizontal lesson delivery
through the grades, reviewing

Nature Trivia: How much do you know

and elaborating on standard-

about the natural world?

based scientific principles
each year.
You can donate over the
phone at 304-242-6855 or by
sending a check (payable to
Oglebay Institute with
“Schrader school programs” in
memo line) to 1330 National
Road, Wheeling, WV, 26003.

Thank you for
your support!

1. Which two groups of animals are included in the study of
herpetology?
2. How many needles are in each bundle on a red pine?
3. Name the three rock types, and identify which type obsidian is.
4. What is the largest rodent in North America?
5. What do you call the study of birds?
6. What is the WV state insect?
7. Name the two species of owls found in WV that have brown eyes.
8. What do you call the mature life stage of a mushroom?
9. In the northern hemisphere, what is the name of the imaginary line
that the sun, moon, planets, and zodiac constellations all appear to
follow across the southern sky?
10. Which anniversary is the Schrader Center’s Terra Alta Mountain
Camp celebrating this summer?

Answers: 1. Amphibians & reptiles. 2. Two. 3. Igneous, Metamorphic &
Sedimentary - Obsidian is Igneous. 4. American beaver. 5. Ornithology. 6.
European Honey Bee. 7. Barred Owl & Barn Owl. 8. Fruiting body. 9. The
Ecliptic. 10. The 90th anniversary, and you’re invited to the celebration on
June 22, 2019 at Terra Alta, WV!
Schrader Environmental Education Center, Oglebay Institute - www.oionline.com - 304-242-6855
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Featured Programs: Nature Happenings
Roots and Shoots Winter Series (ages 2-4, with an adult)
Fridays, 9:15-10:15am (January 11 & 25, February 8 & 22, March 8 & 22)
The Roots ‘N Shoots series provides adults and their children the opportunity to
incorporate nature education and fun into all seasons. Lessons include hands-on
nature activities, a combination of nature crafts, stories, or songs, and trips
outside the nature center, weather permitting.
$60/$45 OI members ($30 for each additional child).
Jan. 11: Bear Snores On
Jan. 25: Life Around the Pond
Feb. 8: Web of Wonders
Feb. 22: Litter Critters
Mar. 8: Color Me Camouflage
Mar. 22: Sap! Zap! The Trees are Waking Up!

Nurturing Naturalists (ages 5-8, homeschool students welcome)
Fridays, 1-2pm (January 11 & 25, February 8 & 22, March 8 & 22)
Designed for our youngest independent naturalists who are ready to attend
without an adult. Each session will have an outside component, so please have
children dress for the weather.
$60/$45 OI members ($30 for each additional child).
Jan. 11: Clan of the Cave Bear
Jan. 25: T-Rex and Other Tall Creatures
Feb. 8: Shine on You Craaaazy Crystal
Feb. 22: Feeding Frenzy
Mar. 8: Camouflage Critters
Mar. 22: Spring has Sprung

Mountain Moon Coffee House - Cabin Fever String Band
Saturday, January 5, 6:30-9pm
Live bluegrass music at the Stifel Fine Arts
Center. Doors open at 6:30pm, music begins at
7pm. Admission includes coffee, tea, and light
snacks. Beer, wine, soft drinks, and merchandise
available for purchase. Formed in 1986, Cabin
Fever String Band has taken its distinctive blend of
old-time country, gospel, and bluegrass music to
audiences throughout the tri-state region. The
band plays and sings with an undeniable respect
for the traditions from which the music came. $15/$12.50 OI members.

Wish List
As a non profit
organization, we are
grateful for
donations to improve
our exhibits &
programs.
Arm chair for
library
Small garden
chairs for kids
Night vision
goggles for Night
Hikes
Trail Camera to
capture and share
wildlife sightings

Please drop by or
contact us at 304242-6855 if you are
able to donate an

item.

Thank you
for your
support!

Schrader Environmental Education Center, Oglebay Institute - www.oionline.com - 304-242-6855

Page 6

Animal
Care
Naming
Contest!
We recently
welcomed three new
animal ambassadors to
live and teach with
us…Madagascar
hissing cockroaches!

Featured Programs: Nature Happenings
School’s Out Child Care - Celebrating Biodiversity (MLK Jr. Day)
Monday, January 21, 9am-4pm (full and half day options)
Schools out! Give your kids the outdoor time that they
crave at the Schrader Center. We will play nature games,
explore the forest and meet with our animal ambassadors.
Dress for the weather and bring a bagged lunch if you’re
staying for the full day. A diverse forest is a healthy forest!
What kind of plants and animals live in the forests, fields
and waters of Wheeling? We’ll learn about all the different
types with active nature games, crafts, and hands-on
activities. Join us for a fun day of nature study, and then we’ll warm up around
the campfire with some hot cocoa. K-6th grade.
Full day (9am-4pm):
$30 child, $10 additional child / $25 child, $8 additional child OI members
Half day (9am-12:30pm or 12:30-4pm):
$20 child, $7 additional child / $15 child, $5 additional child OI members

Native to Madagascar
(small island country, off
SE coast of Africa), they
hiss when threatened
by a predator, to
sound an alarm for
other roaches in their
colony, or during male
cockroach fights.
Like many insects,
they play an important
role in nature by
breaking down forest
debris and providing
food for larger
animals.

Email name
suggestions for our
three cockroaches to
rcore@oionline.com.
Ramsay Core,
Naturalist

Mountain Moon Coffee House - Marsh Wheeling String Band
Saturday, February 2, 6:30-9pm
Live bluegrass music at the Stifel Fine Arts Center.
Doors open at 6:30pm, music begins at 7pm.
Admission includes coffee, tea, and light snacks.
Beer, wine, soft drinks, and merchandise available for
purchase. An old-time string band at the core,
Marsh Wheeling String Band has evolved into much
more since hitting the local music scene in 2008.
While the band remains true to its toe-tapping fiddle
tunes and Appalachian roots, Liz Richter’s captivating vocals paired with the
fiddle and vocal harmonies of Melissa Tracy have pushed this group beyond
traditional, adding tastes of blues, country and gospel. $15/$12.50 OI members.

Great Backyard Bird Count
Saturday, February 16, 10am-12pm
The Great Backyard Bird Count is a free, fun, and easy event
that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create
a real-time snapshot of bird populations. Participants are asked
to count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as long as they
wish). Anyone can take part in the Great Backyard Bird Count,
and you can participate from your backyard, or anywhere in the
world. Join us at the Schrader Center as we count birds at our
feeders and around the building, and we’ll send our results to
Audubon to be included in the national tally. Free.
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Director of Youth Programs: Fall Report
Throughout September and October, the Schrader Center ran another successful year of the Regional
Environmental Action Program (REAP). Over 400 sixth grade students from Ohio County Schools attended the
REAP program for two days of field work and ecosystem study. Students engaged in hands-on biotic and abiotic
testing in the forest and stream, creating a picture of ecosystem health. The REAP program leads to a better
understanding and appreciation for our planet, creating a generation of environmental stewards. We are proud
of all the students from Bridge Street Middle School, Triadelphia Middle School, Wheeling Middle School,
Warwood Middle School, St. Michael Parish School, St. Vincent De Paul School, Corpus Christi Parish, and
Wheeling Park High School Special Education for their participation in the REAP program! Cody Stepanek

Phenology: The study of seasonal phenomena
My favorite time to stargaze is in the wintertime. The skies grow dark early, so staying up late isn’t necessary,
and the clear skies are filled with some of the most distinctive constellations. If you can find Orion, known as
the Mighty Hunter by the Greeks, then you can “star jump” to locate other bright star objects.
Find Orion by looking in the southern sky (pictured on left, courtesy of www.davidmalin.com).
Early in the season, he’ll rise in the southeast, and by late winter, he’ll set in the southwest.
Each night, he rises in the east a little earlier to start his journey across the southern sky.
Orion has three bright stars in his “belt,” a bright lower right “foot” star (Rigel) and a red
super giant left “shoulder” star (Betelgeuse). Below Orion’s belt, there is a line of stars
forming his sword; located in the middle of the sword, you can see the bright Orion
nebulae (cloud of interstellar gas & dust, where new stars are born).
The International Astronomical Union recognizes 88 modern constellations, including Orion, but what would
you call Orion’s belt? Not a constellation to be sure, but still a group of recognizable stars that have been
named; these are called asterisms. Another asterism in the winter sky is known as the Winter Hexagon
(pictured below, courtesy of www.astrobob/areavoices.com), comprising several bright stars in and around Orion.
Just below Orion on the left will
always be his faithful dog Sirius, the
brightest star in the entire sky. Above
Sirius and Orion on the left, you will
find Procyon (from the constellation
Canis Minor) and then Castor & Pollox,
the Gemini twins. High above Orion
is the bright star Capella (from the
constellation Auriga), which actually
rises before Orion each night but sets
after him. In front of Orion, to his
upper right, you will find Aldebaran, the red super giant “eye” of Taurus the Bull, as well as the star cluster
Pleiades or seven sisters (not shown). If you star watch all winter, you will see Orion the
Hunter marching across the southern sky, in hot pursuit of the bull...or perhaps the sisters?
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Nature Study for Adults: Mountain Nature Camp!
Do you enjoy being outdoors, learning about nature, spending
time with friendly people, and eating delicious food? If so, you
might enjoy participating in the Schrader Center’s Terra Alta
Mountain Nature Camp.
Terra Alta Mountain Camp was founded by A.B. Brooks in 1929.
He was the naturalist at Oglebay Park, and wanted to study the different species found
in the higher elevations, so he started camping next to a lake in Terra Alta (meaning
high land) in Preston County, West Virginia. That land was eventually purchased and
donated to Oglebay Institute. The property now has a beautiful lodge with the knotty
pine paneling from the old A.B. Brooks Nature Center! It also has a new shower
house, shelter, and hiking trails.
The Schrader Center runs the camp for adults, 18 and above, one week in June
when the mountains are alive with beautiful breeding warblers and flowering
plants. We have classes on different aspects of nature, and take field trips to
natural areas nearby. Hiking on Dolly Sods is offered if you are able. Every year
is a little different!

Mountain nature camp dates for 2019 are June 16-22. You can come for the week,
or for a few days. This year will be the 90th anniversary of Mountain Camp, one of the
oldest nature camp programs in the country! The Friends of the Schrader, the volunteer
group of the Schrader Center, and others are planning a celebration on Saturday, June 22,
2019. Please consider joining us!
If you are interested in attending Mountain Camp or the 90th anniversary celebration, or
joining the Friends of the Schrader group, please contact Molly Check at 304-242-6855,
or Mary Grey at megrey45@gmail.com.

Schrader Environmental Education Center, Oglebay Institute - www.oionline.com - 304-242-6855

Page 9

The Samara Shop: Artisan Center in the Park
We would like to formally re-introduce Oglebay Institute’s Samara Shop at the Schrader Environmental
Education Center. The shop opened in July, 2016 offering nature-inspired items carefully selected to captivate a
sense of wonder and adventure. Our small but mighty gift shop will continue to offer the best in Field Guides
and children’s books, as well as Folkmanis puppets, and the ever popular and eco-friendly Swedish dishcloths by
Three Bluebirds. Proceeds from the shop have proven to be a viable asset in supporting the Schrader’s mission
to provide experiences that initiate, reinforce and extend people’s connection to the natural world.
The Samara Shop has embraced and proudly showcased hand-crafted gifts and goods
made by local artisans since its opening. The artists are carefully selected ensuring the
majority of items meet certain ecological criteria: sustainably grown, harvested or
manufactured materials; locally sourced (within 100 miles); realistic representation of
animals and plants; or providing for social equity in the production or manufacturing of
the items. These one-of-a-kind delights are what keep customers coming back.
Please consider this your invitation to visit and enjoy our all-natural soaps, sugar scrubs, body butters, lip balms
and candles in a variety of scents ranging from s’mores to merlot to lavender made by Pennsylvania’s Good
Nature Essentials. Slip your hands into a pair of one-of-a-kind hand-crocheted and knitted mittens or try on a
warm and colorful “messy bun” beanie courtesy of local art teacher Bev Beatty of Free Flow Artworks. We are
also excited to carry high quality customized hand-woven baskets by Pat Mercer’s Basket Case and beautifully
hand crafted maple and walnut cutting boards by local wood crafter, Danny Gantzer.
The decision to proclaim the Samara Shop as
the Artisan Center in the Park was brought
about by our customers! Over the past two
years our patrons have fallen in love with
masterful nature paintings by local artist Sue
Smith, unique butterfly wings and botanical
jewelry created by The Pretty Pickle, and soft,
upcycled purses, zips, and pillows made by the
one and only Jill Park of Jillios Designs. Let’s
not forget the Valley’s favorite Family Roots Farm maple products, as well as Windswept Farm honey harvested
only 3.3 miles outside the park, both of which we can barely keep on our shelves.

We encourage you this holiday season and always to remember that when you buy from a local artisan, you are
buying so much more than an object: you are buying a small piece of their heart and soul, hours of
experimenting to get it just right, days of frustration, yet moments of pure joy! Not to mention when you buy
from our shop you are also buying nature classes for a little one or a summer camp for someone’s grandchild by
supporting the Schrader Center. Most importantly, you are buying the artist more time to keep doing something
they love…
Courtney Commack, Naturalist & Samara Shop Manager
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Kid’s Page
Winter Maze
Help the snowman find its friends!

Connect the Dots
Then color the picture!

Spot the Difference
Find 7 differences in the pictures below.

Artist’s Corner
Draw a scene that includes a tree, a star, and snow.

Schrader Environmental Education Center, Oglebay Institute - www.oionline.com - 304-242-6855

