










numbers, and no major flight developed in the area. The Veery was not captured 
during the study. 

A good number of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers was captured, and their movement 
appeared better than in 1997 and similar to 1996 (Canterbury & Stover. 1998). The 
capture of Indigo Buntings (n = 131) was similar to that of 1996 (n = 136 captures) 
and 1997 (n = 96 captures). We also noted a good movement of House and Winter 
wrens and Scarlet Tanagers (Table 1). Large flocks of Eastern Bluebirds and Cedar 
Waxwings were noted in the study areas. 

Birds banded and recaptured during the year included 1 Red-bellied Wood
pecker. 3 Downy Woodpeckers. 1 Blue Jay, 35 Carolina Chickadees, 20 Tufted 
Titmice, 26 Carolina\\l.r.ens. 3 House Wrens, 2 Winter Wrens, 3 Golden-crowned 
Kinglets, 8 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 1 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. 4 Hermit Thrushes. 
30 Gray Catbirds, 1 Brown Thrasher. 12 White-eyed Vireos. 2 Red-eyed Vireos. 
2 Blue-winged Warblers, I Golden-winged Warbler. 3 Tennessee Warblers. 6 
Magnolia Warblers, 1 Yellow-rumped Warbler, 1 Black-throated Green Warbler. 
5 American Redstarts, 5 Ovenbirds, I Kentucky Warbler, 14 Common Yel
lowthroats, 10 Hooded Warblers. 2 Yellow-breasted Chats, 40 Northern Cardi
nals, 7 Indigo Buntings. 10 Eastern Towhees. 9 Chipping Sparrows, 6 Field 
Sparrows. 28 Song Sparrows. 1 Lincoln's Sparrow, 3 Swamp Sparrows. 15 White
throated Sparrows, 2 White-crowned Sparrows. 3 Dark-eyed Juncos, I Red
winged Blackbird. 62 House Finches, and 31 American Goldfinches. Recaptures of 
two Carolina Chickadees banded in 1996. two Carolina Wrens banded in 1997. a 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet banded in 1996, one Gray Catbird banded in 1997 and three 
in 1996. two White-eyed Vireos banded in 1996. one Ovenbird banded in 1996. 
three Northern Cardinals banded in 1996, two Indigo Buntings banded in 1996. and 
four American Goldfinches banded in 1996 and one from 1997 are noteworthy. 

The banders who participated this year were Janet Meyer. Jim Meyer. Ann 
McRae. Allen Waldron, and station co-directors Dollie Stover and Ronald Canter
bury. Allen Waldron assisted with maintaining net lanes at the two main stations of 
Sandstone Falls and Lilly Mountain. The following people aided in tending nets. 
keeping records, and in many other ways: Sandy Canterbury. Bill Hank. Margaret 
Hank, Dave Llewellyn, and Tommy Stover. The National Park Service provided 
some mist nets, and partial funding was provided by the Brooks Bird Club and 
Concord College. Cully McCurdy and Keith Cooper kindly granted permission to 
band birds at Bluestone State Park. 
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Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Mourning Dove 

Black-billed Cuckoo 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Downy Woodpecker 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 

Acadian Flycatcher 

Traill's Flycatcher 

Least Flycatcher 

Eastern Phoebe 

Blue Jay 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Carolina Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown Creeper 

Carolina Wren 

House Wren 

Winter Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

Eastern Bluebird 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

Bicknell's Thrush 

Swainson's Thrush 

Hermit Thrush 

Wood Thrush 

American Robin 

Gray Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 

Cedar Waxwing 

European Starling 

No. 

15 

2 

5 
19 

3 

17 

3 
10 

4 

7 

28 

5 

73 

67 

6 

3 

56 

23 

17 

24 

48 

30 

10 

24 

18 

7 

14 

94 

4 

51 

1 

Table I 
Species List 1998 

First 

Sept. 19 

July 11 

Sept. 15 

Sept. 18 

July 11 

July 23 

July 20 

July 30 

Sept. 14 

Aug. 5 

Sept. 15 

Sept. 17 

Sept. 17 

July 11 

Aug. 27 

July 11 

July 10 

July 23 

Oct. 3 

July 10 

July 16 

Sept. 25 

Oct. 3 

Sept. 24 

July 20 

July 27 

Sept. 24 

Sept. 27 

Sept. 6 

Oct. 13 

July 7 

July 10 

July 7 

July 16 

July 16 

Nov.21 

Last 

Nov. 16 

Oct. 1 

Dec. 1 

Nov. 19 

Dec. 4 

Sept. 26 

Sept. 25 

Sept. 16 

Sept. 27 

Nov. 13 

Nov. 13 

Dec. 4 

Dec. 5 

Aug. 18 

Oct. 21 

Nov. 29 

Oct. 12 

Oct. 28 

Oct. 30 

Dec. 5 

Sept. 13 

Nov. 11 

Oct. 3 

Nov. 13 

Sept. 10 

Oct. 24 

Oct. 24 

Oct. 2 

Oct. 16 
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Peak No. Date 

4 July 11 

11 Dec. 4 

7 Nov. 26 

5 Aug. 16 

3 Aug.31 

3 Oct. 28 

3 Oct. 28 
4 Oct. 12. 19 

5 Aug.21 

7 Nov. 11 

4 Oct. 28 

4 July 27 

6 Sept. 10. 30 

6 Sept. 29 
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No. 

White-eyed Vireo 14 

Blue-headed Vireo 21 

Yellow-throated Vireo 9 

Philadelphia Vireo 2 

Red-eyed Vireo 30 

Blue-winged Warbler 4 

Golden-winged Warbler 5 

Lawrence's Warbler 4 

Tennessee Warbler 345 

Nashville Warbler 5 

Northern Parula 3 

Yellow Warbler 6 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 13 

Magnolia Warbler 99 

Cape May Warbler 18 

Black-throated Blue Warbler II 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 119 

Black-throated Green Warbler 39 

Blackburnian Warbler 4 

Yellow-throated Warbler 3 

Prairie Warbler 4 

Palm Warbler 15 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

Cerulean \Varbler 

Blackpoll Warbler 

Black-and-White Warbler 

American Redstart 

Worm-eating Warbler 

Ovenbird 

Northern Waterthrush 

Louisiana Waterthrush 

Kentucky Warbler 

Connecticut Warbler 

Mourning Warbler 

Common Yellowthroat 

Hooded Warbler 

Wilson's Warbler 

Canada Warbler 

'{ ellow-breasted Chat 

118 

7 

4 

82 

20 

42 

3 

4 

II 

3 

55 
69 

2 

3 

2 

First 

July 20 

July 30 

Aug. 5 

Sept. 26 

July 10 

Aug. 26 

July 27 

July 20 

Aug. 26 

Sept. 3 

Sept. 13 

July 10 

Aug. 27 

Aug. 29 

Sept. 12 

Aug. 27 

Sept. 26 

Sept. 4 

Aug. 27 

Sept. 4 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 6 

Sept. 5 

Aug. 29 

Sept. 25 

July 10 

July 10 

Aug. 2 

July 7 

Sept. 24 

July 10 

Aug. 22 

Sept. 25 

Sept. I I 

July 27 

Aug.3 

Sept. 14 

Aug.21 

Sept. 10 

Last 

Oct. 6 

Oct. 13 

Sept. 17 

Oct. 10 

Oct. 9 

Sept. 5 

Aug.21 

Sept. 19 

Oct. 4 

Sept. 30 

July 30 

Sept. 25 

Oct. 24 

Sept. 26 

Oct. 16 

Dec. 5 

Oct. 17 

Sept. 14 

Sept. 14 

Oct. 12 

Oct. 5 

Sept. 4 

Oct. 10 

Sept. 18 

Oct. 14 

Oct. 13 

July 20 

Sept. 3 

Sept. 19 

Oct. 30 

Sept. 27 

Sept. 19 

Sept. 6 

Sept. 26 

Peak No. 

3 

3 

47 

9 

6 

3 

9 

5 

4 

16 

4 

3 

4 

7 

6 

Date 

July 20 

July 20 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 9 

Sept. 14 

Sept. 20 

Oct. 10.21 

Sept. 25 

Sept. 9 

July 10 

Aug. 2 

Aug. 19 

Aug. 23 

Sept. 18 

Sept. 15 
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No. 

Scarlet Tanager 30 

Northern Cardinal 132 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 8 

Indigo Bunting 131 

Eastern Towhee 48 

Chipping Sparrow 22 

Field Sparrow 37 

Fox Sparrow 3 

Song Sparrow 210 

Lincoln's Sparrow 30 

Swamp Sparrow 3 I 

White-thoated Sparrow 237 

White-crowned Sparrow IO 

Dark-eyed Junco 80 

Red-winged Blackbird 3 

Common Grackle 4 

Baltimore Oriole 2 

Purple Finch 5 

House Finch 566 

American Goldfinch 824 

House Sparrow 27 

First 

July 10 

July I I 

Aug. I3 

Aug. 3 

July 7 

July I I 

Sept. 14 

Nov. I 

July 16 

Sept. 29 

Oct. 10 

Sept. 25 

Oct. 10 

Oct. 3 

July I I 

Aug. I I 

July 20 

Oct. 29 

July I I 

July 10 

July 18 

Table 2 

Last 

Oct. 2 

Dec. 4 

Oct. 3 

Oct. 2 I 

Oct. 3 I 

Nov. 13 

Nov. 29 

Nov. 26 

Dec. 4 

Oct. 29 

Oct. 29 

Nov. 30 

Oct. 30 

Dec. 4 

July 16 

Aug. 23 

Nov. 18 

Dec. I 

Dec. 5 

Nov. 19 

Peak No. Date 

7 

8 

19 

4 

5 
4 

15 

9 

5 

16 

15 

33 
55 

Sept. 18,27 

Aug. I I, Dec. 4 

Sept. 17 

Oct. 12 

Nov. 13 

Oct. 19 

Oct. 26 

Oct. 10 

Oct. 14,29 

Oct. 16 

Dec. 4 

Sept. 9 

Oct. 31 

Birds Captured per Site 

Downy Woodpecker 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

Trail!' s Flycatcher 

Acadian Flycatcher 

Least Flycatcher 

Eastern Phoebe 

Blue Jay 

Tufted Titmouse 

Carolina Chickadee 

Brown Creeper 

Sandstone Falls 

5 Carolina Wren 

2 House Wren 

9 Winter Wren 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

10 Golden-crowned Kinglet 

2 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

3 Eastern Bluebird 

2 Bicknell's Thrush 

4 Swainson' s Thrush 

II Hermit Thrush 

2 Wood Thrush 
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29 

6 
7 

27 

12 
26 

1 

1 1 
12 

5 
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American Robin 5 Louisiana Waterthrush 4 Brown Thrasher Yellow-rumped Warbler 5 
Gray Catbird 61 Kentucky Warbler 7 Cedar Waxwing 21 Prairie Warbler 2 
Brown Thrasher 2 Mourning Warbler 3 White-eyed Vireo 

,., 
Black-and-white Warbler .J 

Cedar Waxwing 24 Common Yellowthroat 39 Blue-headed Vireo 11 American Redstart 10 
White-eyed Vireo 11 Hooded Warbler 24 Yellow-throated Vireo 4 Worm-eating Warbler 1 1 
Blue-headed Vireo 10 Wilson's Warbler 2 Red-eyed Vireo 3 Kentucky Warbler 4 
Yellow-throated Vireo 5 Canada Warbler Blue-winged Warbler 4 Connecticut Warbler 1 
Philadelphia Vireo 2 Yellow-breasted Chat 2 Golden-winged Warbler 2 Ovenbird 9 
Red-eyed Vireo 21 Scarlet Tanager 18 Lawrence's Warbler 2 Common YeIIowthroat 10 
Golden-winged Warbler I Northern Cardinal 55 Tennessee Warbler 344 Hooded Warbler 44 
Lawrence's Warbler 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 4 Nashville Warbler 5 Canada Warbler 2 
Northern Parula 2 Indigo Bunting 87 Northern Parula Scarlet Tanager 10 
Yellow Warbler 6 Eastern Towhee 15 Chestnut-sided Warbler 13 Northern Cardinal 7 
Yellow-throated Warbler Chipping Sparrow 3 Palm Warbler Rose-breasted Grosbeak 3 
Magnolia Warbler 38 Field Sparrow 28 Cerulean Warbler I Indigo Bunting 36 
Black-throated Green Warbler 27 Fox Sparrow I Bay-breasted Warbler 4 Eastern Towhee 21 
Prairie Warbler 2 Song Sparrow 136 BlackpoII Warbler Field Sparrow 4 
Palm Warbler 13 Lincoln's Sparrow ')" 

Yellow-throated Warbler 2 Chipping Sparrow 3 _.J 

Bay-breasted Warbler 3 Swamp Sparrow ')" 
Magnolia Warbler 61 Song Sparrow 8 _.J 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 88 White-throated Sparrow 136 Cape May Warbler 18 Swamp Sparrow 7 
Black-and-white Warbler 2 White-crowned Sparrow 10 Black-throated Blue Warbler 11 White-throated Sparrow 37 
American Redstart 72 Dark-eyed Junco 2 Black-throated Green Warbler 12 Dark-eyed Junco 

,.,,, 
.J.J 

Worm-eating Warbler 9 Baltimore Oriole 2 Blackburnian Warbler 4 American Goldfinch 224 
Ovenbird 30 House Finch 3 

Northern Waterthrush " American Goldfinch 55 Athens .J 

Lilly Mountain Mourning Dove 3 Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Red-bellied Woodpecker Palm Warbler 

Sharp-shinned Hawk White-breasted Nuthatch 3 Downy Woodpecker 2 Ovenbird 
Mourning Dove 3 Brown Creeper 1 Eastern Phoebe 2 Common Yellowthroat 
Black-billed Cuckoo (found dead) 2 Carolina Wren 6 Blue Jay 12 Scarlet Tanager 2 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo House Wren 12 Carolina Chickadee 7 Northern Cardinal 18 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 Winter Wren 10 Tufted Titmouse 13 Eastern Towhee 
Downy Woodpecker 8 Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 1 Carolina Wren 8 Song Sparrow ')" _.J 

Eastern W ood-Pewee 8 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 18 House Wren 2 White-throated Sparrow 3 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 3 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 3 Eastern Bluebird 2 Dark-eyed Junco 9 
Least Flycatcher 2 Gray-cheeked Thrush Wood Thrush 2 Common Grackle 2 
Eastern Phoebe Swainson's Thrush 13 American Robin 7 Purple Finch 5 
Tufted Titmouse 13 Hermit Thrush 4 Gray Catbird 4 House Finch 472 
Black-capped Chickadee 5 American Robin European Starling I American Goldfinch 432 
Carolina Chickadee 15 Gray Catbird 22 Golden-winged Warbler 2 House Sparrow 18 

Tennessee Warbler 
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Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Blue Jay 

Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 

Carolina Wren 
Hooded Warbler 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 

Eastern Phoebe 
Blue Jay 
Carolina Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 
Carolina Wren 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Hermit Thrush 
Gray Catbird 
Red-eyed Vireo 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 

Mourning Dove 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
BlueJay 

Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 

Carolina Wren 
House Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Cedar Waxwing 
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Bluefield 

Northern Cardinal 9 
2 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
6 Song Sparrow 22 
4 White-throated Sparrow 4 

15 Common Grackle 2 

I House Finch 17 
3 American Goldfinch 1 

House Sparrow 9 

Bluestone State Park 

Northern Cardinal 27 
Indigo Bunting 8 

2 Chipping Sparrow 3 
]5 Field Sparrow 5 

2 Lincoln's Sparrow 2 

6 Fox Sparrow I 

4 Song Sparrow 19 

2 Swamp Sparrow 

2 White-throated Sparrow 51 

4 Dark-eyed Junco 30 

25 American Goldfinch 23 

5 

Pipestem 

9 Red-eyed Vireo 2 

Black-and- White Warbler 
2 Ovenbird 2 
6 Northern Cardinal 16 

21 Eastern Towhee II 

10 Chipping Sparrow 13 
2 Fox Sparrow 
4 Song Sparrow 2 
3 White-throated Sparro\v 6 

Dark-eyed Junco 6 

Red-winged Blackbird 3 
5 House Finch 74 

American Goldfinch 89 
6 
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Figure 1. Number of birds captured per day during the 
fall 1998 season. 
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The 1998 Christmas Bird Count Summary 

Ronald A. Canterbury 

The 1998 Christmas Bird Counts were held between December 19, 1998. and 
January 3, 1999. The winter was very mild with an average temperature of 36°F at 
the starting time on December 19 and 20, 1998, and an average of 48°F at the end 

of the period (n = 7 counts). Sixteen counts were submitted with an average 
temperature of 28°F and 41°F at the start and end of the counts, respectively. For 
example, the temperatures during the Pipestem count were typical of the region 

with a morning low of34°F and a high of 46°F. No snowfall was reported and water 
was open during most counts. 

There were 109 species of birds reported by 16 separate groups. consisting of 

2 to 38 people per count. Additional species observed during count week were the 
Snow Goose (Parkersburg count). Northern Shoveler (Inwood count), Canvasback 
(Parkersburg count), Redhead (Pipestem count), and Oldsquaw (Clarksville. Penn

sylvania count). The 109 species totaled 96.362 individuals. The European Starling 
led all species in numbers. while there were seven species for which only one bird was 
observed. Twenty-seven species were observed on all counts. while eight species 
were listed on one count only. Species observed in 1997 but not this year included 
Mute Swan, Blue-winged TeaL Surf Scoter. Peregrine Falcon. Short-eared OwL 
Savannah Sparrow, and Evening Grosbeak. Charles Town, West Virginia. had the 
greatest number of species with 8 I. 

I participated on the Pipestem. Raleigh County. and the newly formed McDo\vell 
County counts. The following species were counted in higher numbers than recent 
years: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (n = 92). Eastern Phoebe (n = 40), Eastern 
Bluebird (n = 1,036), and Field Sparrow (n = 269). Other participants noted good 
numbers of Killdeer (n = 90), Belted Kingfisher (n = 93), Winter Wren (e.g .. 30 
on the Oak Hill count), Northern Mockingbird. and the American Tree Sparrows in 
the area. In addition. theAmerican Robin (n =2.684). Yellow-rumped Warbler(n = 339). 
and Eastern Towhee (n = 242) wintered in good numbers in the area. The Charleston 

and Ona counts, for example, reported 68 and 33 Eastern Towhees. respectively. The 
Oak Hill count reported I I Belted Kingfishers. 

Unusual finds include a Spotted Sandpiper on the Charles Town count and two 
American Woodcocks on the Lewisburg count. Several species continue their 
northward winter range expansion or wintered in the area due to mild weather and 
were noted on counts: House Wren (Elkins. McDowell County. Pipestem counts). 

Gray Catbird (Clarksville, Pennsylvania and Parkersburg counts) and Brown Thrasher 
(I I found on four counts). Warblers noted included a Pine Warbler at Charleston, 

Palm Warbler at Canaan, a Common Yellowthroat at Huntington. and Yellow-
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rumps mentioned previously. Additional noteworthy items include five Chipping 
Sparrows on both the Charles Town and Inwood counts. The Dark-eyed Junco count 
was low in most count areas, except for Inwood. West Virginia (n = 1,92 I). There was 
no major finch invasion from the north. No Evening Grosbeaks were noted and only 
18 Pine Siskins were noted. 

Common Loon 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Tundra Swan 

Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 

Wood Duck 
Green-winged Teal 
American Black Duck 

Mallard 
Northern Pintail 
Northern Shoveler 
Gadwall 
American Wigeon 

Canvasback 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 

Oldsquaw 
Common Merganser 
Hooded Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 

Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 
Bald Eagle 

Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 

Species Observed 
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Red-shouldered Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Ruffed Grouse 
Wild Turkey 
Northern Bobwhite 
American Coot 

Killdeer 
Spotted Sandpiper 

Common Snipe 
American Woodcock 

Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Bonaparte's Gull 

Rock Dove 
Mourn ing Dove 
Eastern Screech-Owl 

Great Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Eastern Phoebe 
Horned Lark 
BlueJay 
American Crow 

125 



Common Raven 

B lack -capped Chickadee 

Carolina Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown Creeper 

Carolina Wren 

House Wren 

Winter Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Eastern Bluebird 
Hermit Thrush 

American Robin 

Northern Mockingbird 

Gray Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 

Cedar Waxwing 

Loggerhead Shrike 

European Starling 

Pine Warbler 

Palm Warbler 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Common Yellowthroat 

Northern Cardinal 

Eastern Towhee 

American Tree Sparrow 

Chipping Sparrow 

Field Sparrow 

Fox Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 

Song Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 

White-throated Sparrow 

White-crowned Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Rusty Blackbird 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Common Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Purple Finch 
House Finch 

Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch 

House Sparrow 

Species With the Greatest Numbers 
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Species 

European Starling 

American Crow 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Rock Dove 

American Robin 

Canada Goose 
Mallard 

Mourning Dove 

Northern Cardinal 

Common Grackle 

American Goldfinch 

Song Sparrow 

Number 

33,690 

19,248 

5,181 

3,116 

2,684 

2,439 

2,431 

2,417 

1,739 

1,725 

1,632 

1,595 
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Observed on All Counts 

Species 

Great Blue Heron 

Canada Goose 
American Kestrel 

Rock Dove 

Mourning Dove 

Belted Kingfisher 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Downy Woodpecker 

Hairy Woodpecker 

Northern Flicker 

Pileated Woodpecker 
American Crow 

BlueJay 

Tufted Titmouse 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Carolina Wren 

American Robin 

Northern Mockingbird 

European Starling 

Northern Cardinal 
Song Sparrow 

White-throated Sparrow 

Dark-eyed Junco 
House Finch 

American Goldfinch 

House Sparrow 
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Number 

88 

2,439 

157 

3,1l6 
2,417 

93 

340 

92 

616 

123 

300 

210 
19,248 

1,354 

1,235 

676 

677 
2,684 

513 

33,690 

1,739 

1,595 

1,343 

5,181 

1,268 

1,632 

L37l 
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Observed on One Count Only 

Species 

Horned Grebe 
Tundra Swan 

Snow Goose 
Canvasback 

Redhead 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Northern Bobwhite 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

CW = count week. 

Number 

I 
CW 
CW 
CW 

CW 

2 

Where Observed 

Parkersburg, West Virginia 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 

Parkersburg, West Virginia 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 
Pipestem, West Virginia 
Charleston, West Virginia 
Raleigh County, West Virginia 

Parkersburg, West Virginia 

Location of Participating Counts 

Canaan, West Virginia 
Charleston, West Virginia 
Charles Town, West Virginia 
Clarksville, Pennsylvania 
Elkins, West Virginia 
Huntington, West Virginia 

Inwood, West Virginia 
Lewisburg, West Virginia 
McDowell County, West Virginia 

Oak Hill, West Virginia 
Ona, West Virginia 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 

Pipestem, West Virginia 
Raleigh County, West Virginia 
Western Hardy County, West Virginia 

Wheeling, West Virginia 
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The 1998 Fall Migration at Hanging Rock, 
Monroe County, West Virginia 

J. Ray Davis 

This year's observers at Hanging Rock Raptor Observatory represented the 
following states: West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky. Maryland. North Carolina. South 
Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Florida. New Jersey. New York, Indiana. 
Texas, and Washington. The "We Came a Long Way to Get Here" awards this year 
go to John and Wendy Todd from West Kilbride, Scotland: and David De La Cruz from 
Kunming, Peoples' Republic of China. An expression of gratitude to the hundreds of 
people who visited the tower this year. Because of you, it continues to be a special 
place. 

Grateful acknowledgment this year to Rodney Davis for the numerous trips he 
made to the top of Peters Mountain. Thanks also to Georae Pence for haulina the sian-~ b b 

in log book a number of times up the mountain. and for being chair of the entertainment 

committee. 
Every year from August to December. the misunderstood and persecuted diurnal 

birds of prey begin their annual migratory flight from their northern home to sunny 

and warm Central or South America. Along the way. the spectacular beauty of their 
flight may be recorded on film. or their presence inscribed on a piece of paper. Thanks 
to the following observers who helped capture their flight: Rodney and Carol Davis. 
Sam and Carol England. Mark Prosser. George Pence, Deborah Miller, Sean McDermott, 
Sandy and Todd Fenstermacher, Lisa Barroso. Sharon Smith, Peggy Spiegel, Mona 

Deaver. Sally Aim. Dallas McCallister. Matt Mullins. Jim Mullins. Ralph Nash. Jim and 
Judy Phillips. Josh Lipton. Karen McMann. George Hurley. Nicky Fleshman, Linville 
Booth. Alan Rice. Ken Anderson. Butch Hickman. Doug Hansen, Debbie and Tom 
and Caitlin Long. Carol and Dan LaFon. Wendell Argabrite. Michael Griffith. Bob 
Myles, Bill Opengari. Bill Capaldo, Jr.. Vernon Blankenship. Cynthia and David Ellis. 
Ron and Connie Abbott, Mary Ratliff. Patricia Polentz. Jim French, Bruce Grimes. Jim 
Lyons, and Susan Daniels. 

The following table shows hawk count data colkckd at Hanging Rock Raptor Observa

tory during the 1998 fall migration. 
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The 1998 Hanging Rock Hawk Count 

Date o BE GE UE NH SS CII UA RS BW RT UB KE ME OT Totals 

Weather 

Wincl/Clouels/Temp I-Irs. 

18-Aug 

30-Aug 

I-Sep 

3-Sep 

4-Sep 

6-Sep 

7-Sep 

8-Sep 

9-Sep 

10-Sep 

II-Sep 

12-Sep 

13-Sep 

14-Sep 

15-Sep 

16-Sep 

17-Sep 

18-Sep 

19-5ep 

20-Sep 

21-Sep 

22-Sep 

6 

2 

I 

2 

I 

3 

3 

I 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 2 
5 3 

342 

3 

I 3 

222 

7 

3 

385 

8 

52 9 

I 

6 

4 

65 

6 

10 

26 

154 

90 

356 

III 

84 

25 

79 

267 

99 

32 

1037 

150 

41 

5 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

3 4 

4 

2 

3 

17 2 

Date () BE GE lJF Nil SS ell lJA RS BW RT UB KE rvlE 0'1' 

17 2 109 2 7 23-Sep 

24-Sep 

25-Sep 

26-Sep 

27-Sep 

I-Oct. 

3-0et. 

4-0ct. 

IO-Oct 

II-Oct 

15-0ct 

16-0ct 

17 -Oct. 

25-0ct. 

I-Nov 

7-Nov 

12-Nov 

14-Nov 

22-Nov 

13-Dec 

3 4 33 

2 

2 

Totals 41 x 2 o 

43 2 35 

20 

47 

9 

3 

21 

19 

3 

6 

9 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

2 

4 

2 

13 307 60 

3 

x 

3 

4 

IX 

41 

2 

2 

3 

I 

3 

4 

7 2X82 43 

3 

2 

3 

10 

2 

cl 

2 

X 63 

2 

2 

X 

I 

3 

6 

o 
7 

69 

14 

13 

29 

171 

107 

372 

122 

96 

33 

86 

270 

107 

37 

1060 

163 

126 

NW 20/60%/65 1.25 

SE 5/60%/72 0.75 

SE5-IO/l00%/70 3.75 

S 5-1 Oil 00%/70 3 

NW 10/20%/68 3.5 

NW 5-10/5/15%/85 5 

NW 5-15/70%/80 7 

NW 10/20%/68 6 

NWIO-15/0%/55 7 

NW 10-20/0%/62 7.5 

NW 5/0%/67 7 

NW 5-1010%/80 7.5 

NW2-10/0%,/85 8.5 

SE 5115%/88 6.25 

NW 5/15%/84 5.75 

NW 5/40%/74 7 

N 5/80%/78 6.75 

SE5-20/100%Fog/74 8.75 

SE 5-15/Hazy/76 6.25 

NE 0-3/Hazy/78 9 

N W 1011 OO%Rain/7 4 5 

NWI5/100%Rain/66 7.25 

Weather 

Totals W inel/Clouds/Temp Hrs. 

139 W 0-511 0-30%/56 12 

42 SF 10-20/30'1., 8 

XI NW 10-15/Hazy/53 6.5 

28 

70 

6X 

19 

2 

10 

311 

24 

5 

6 

14 

8 

4 

o 
o 
4 

3451 

NW 0-5 10%/69 

No Data Avail. 

NW 15-25/80%/60 

SE 20-35/80%/61 

S 5mph/70%/6X 

NE 20/50%/50 

NW 12-16/0%/59 

NW 10-15/0%/43 

NW 1-3/0%/62 

SW 0-5/Hazy/70 

SW 15/XO';--,,/58 

SW IO/Ilazy/55 

SW 5-10 50%/47 

SW 10/60%149 

I-lazy 

Fog 

SW 15/llazy/4X 

8 

5.25 

6.5 

II 

5.5 

5.5 

3 

3 

1.25 

3.75 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 

210.5 



Other Birds: Sep 20 - Unidentified Falcon 

Abbreviations: 0 - Osprey, BE - Bald Eagle, GE - Golden Eagle, UE - unidentified eagle, NH 

- Northern Harrier, SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk, CH - Cooper's Hawk, UA - unidentified 

accipitor, RS - Red-shouldered Hawk, BW - Broad-winged Hawk, RT - Red-tailed Hawk, UB 

- unidentified buteo, KE - American Kestrel, ME - Merlin, Oth. - other species 

Notes: 

Very few kettles seen this year. 

182 of the 210 hours recorded resulted in fewer than 10 birds in an hour span. 

Sept. 9 to Sept. 13 resulted in no clouds for 5 days and really had to work hard to see birds. 

Rain on Sept. 21 and 22 in our area (peak count days) diverted birds to other mountain ranges. 

132 

P.O. Box 161 

Lewisburg, WV 2490 I 

THE REDSTART - OCTOBER, 1999 

Field Notes 
Spring Season 

March through May, 1999 

James D. Phillips. Editor 

Temperatures were normal to cool for the season. Precipitation was light 

despite one foot of sno,v in mid-March and more than five inches of rain in May. 
In fact, drought conditions were in the making. The shorebird migration seemed 
more dispersed since more variety was found in the mountains this time. Early 
migrants were on schedule and in good numbers. The later migrants seemed to be 
later than normal. A good waterfowl migration was evident judging from the 
numbers and variety of species located in the region. 

Common Loons were noted in two locations in Preston County and one 
location in Monongalia County(GF). Pied-billed Grebes were found across the 
state and in good numbers. Horned Grebes were found during March and April in 
Fayette(HG), Wood(MBC), and Preston(GF) counties. Double-crested Cormo
rant reports continue to increase. Birds were seen in Summers(Jp), Preston(GF), 
Kanawha(HG), and Wood(MBC) counties. They were seen during each month but 
the 91 birds in Wood County in May indicates the flight peak was late in this period. 
A Least Bittern was seen in Greenbottom Wildlife Management Area. Cabell 
County, on May 8(HS). Great Blue Herons were seen across the state throughout 

the period. These birds were seen collecting nest material on Bluestone Lake. 
Summers County. on Earth Day and doing the same along the Greenbrier River. 
Summers County, on May 8(JP). Great Egrets were reported from Summers 
County(AM) on April 13 and in Wood County from late March through mid
May(MBC). A Snowy Egret was near Sand Creek, Wood County. from May 3-
8(MBC), and one was seen in Greenbottom WMA on May 17(HS). The first date 

for a Green Heron was April 8 at Greenbottom WMA(HS). Both vultures were 
found in their usual locations. 

Wendell Argabrite photographed a Ross's Goose near Lavalette, Wayne 
County. The bird was present March 11-12. This would be the third report for this 
species in West Virginia. Canada Geese continue to prosper. Harry Slack found 
them with young by April 1 O. A Mute Swan was present along New River, Summers 
County. most of March(WP). Wood Ducks were in good numbers. Gadwalls were 
seen the first half of March in Wood County(MBC) and on April 20 in Preston 
County(GF). American Wigeons were seen in Summers(JP). Preston(GF). 
Wood(MBC), and Jackson(HG) counties. Most sightings were during March but 
some could be found throughout the period. Blue-winged Teal were seen during 
most of the period. Northern Shovelers were found from mid-March through 
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mid-April. Northern Pintails passed through in mid-March. Green-winged Teal 
were present from early March(JP) through the end of April(GF). Good numbers 

of Redheads could be found during March. Birds were seen in Wood(MBC), 
Summers(JP), and Preston(GF) counties. Ring-necked Ducks and Lesser Scaups 

could be seen across the state from early March to mid-April. Over 200 Lesser 
Scaups were on the Ohio River(MBC), and a Greater Scaup was among other 
waterfowl on Bluestone Lake, Summers County(JP). Two female Oldsquaws 
spent a few days on the Ohio River in late March(MBC). Buffleheads and Common 

Goldeneyes left the southern part of the state the first week of March(JP), but 

were still present in Preston County in mid-April(GF). Hooded Mergansers were 
pretty widespread, but Common Mergansers were only seen on New River(JP). 

Red-breasted Mergansers were seen in Monongalia(GF), Jackson(HG), and 
Wood(MBC) counties. A few Ruddy Ducks were in Wood(MBC) and Kanawha(HG) 

counties. 
Ospreys were nesting along the Ohio River by the end of March(MBC). One 

was seen near Bluestone Dam, Summers County. on April II (JP). Bald Eagles 
were seen in Mason(WA), Wood(MBC), and Summers(JP) counties. The only 

report for Northern Harrier came from Wood County on May 8(MBC). Most 
everyone found Sharp-shinned, Cooper's, Red-shouldered, and Red-tailed 
hawks. The first date for Broad-winged Hawks was April II (JP). Wendell 
Argabrite saw a Rough-legged Hawk in Canaan Valley, Tucker County, on March 
27. The only falcon reported was the American Kestrel. 

Virginia Cronenberger reported a Wood County Ring-necked Pheasant. 
Ruffed Grouse seemed to do well and Wild Turkeys continue to flourish. A 
Northern Bobwhite was heard in Summers County on May 8, and they were found 

throughout the season in Wood County(MBC). Harry Slack noted a decrease in 
Virginia Rails and Soras in Greenbottom Wildlife Management Area, Cabell 
County. Elsewhere. a Sora was reported in Wood County in mid-April(MBC). 
American Coots were widespread and quite numerous in some areas. Semipal

mated Plovers passed through in higher than average numbers in the western 
portion of the region(W A). Both yellowlegs seemed in good numbers as well. A few 
Solitary Sandpipers were noted. Ten Willets were seen in Wood County in early 
May(MBC). The first date for Spotted Sandpiper was ApriI4(JP). An Upland Sand
piper was seen in Mason County on May 8(W A). Semipalmated and Least sandpip
ers were reported in Wood(MBC) and Preston(GF) counties. Forty-eight Least 
Sandpipers were seen in Wood County on May 8(MBC). Wendell Argabrite found 
a White-rumped Sandpiper in Kanawha County, a Baird's Sandpiper in Mason 
County. two Dunlin in Cabell County, and a Stilt Sandpiper in Mason County. 
Pectoral Sandpipers were seen across the area. Short-billed Dowitcher numbers 
were considered down this year(WA). There were several reports for Common Snipes 
and American Woodcocks. Dollie Stover banded two American Woodcocks in 
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Raleigh County in March, and Ed Smith found several on old strip mines in Lewis 
County. 

Bonaparte's Gulls were reported from Wood(MBC), Monongalia, and Preston(GF) 
counties. Ring-billed Gulls were found over a good portion of the state, and a few 
Herring Gulls were found in Monongalia(GF) and Summers(JP) counties. Thirty 
Caspian Terns were seen in Preston County(GF), two in Cabell County(HS), and 
eleven in Wood County(MBC) around the third week of April. Forster's Terns were 

seen in those same counties as well as Mason County(WA). Both cuckoos seemed 
to be later than usual. A Barn Owl was found dead in a warehouse in Hinton, Summers 
County, in mid-March(WP). Eastern Screech-Owls, Great Horned, and Barred owls 
were all reported during the season. The first date for Common Nighthawks was April 
I (MBC). Whip-poor-wills were reported from Wood(MBC), Kanawha, Braxton(DG), 
and Ritchie(VC) counties with the first date being April6. The first date for Chimney 
Swifts was ApriI8(MBC); and for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, it was April I I (JM). 

Red-headed Woodpeckers were reported from Summers(JP), Wood(MBC), 
Kanawha(DG), and Ritchie(JW) counties. The last date for Yellow-bellied Sap
sucker was April 24(MBC). First dates for the flycatchers were as follows: 
Eastern Wood-Pewee, May 2(JP); Acadian, May 2(JP); Willow, May 18(GF); Least, 

May 2(JP); Great Crested, ApriI18(JP); Eastern Kingbird, ApriI2S(GF). Yellow
bellied Flycatchers were seen May 8 in Summers(BM) and Wood(MBC) counties. 
The only report of Alder Flycatchers came from Preston County(GF). Wendell 
Argabrite considered Least Flycatcher numbers to be up in the mountains. Vireo first 
dates were as follows: White-eyed, ApriI19(HG); Yellow-throated, ApriI18(JP); Blue
headed, March 21 (JP); Warbling, ApriI2S(MBC); Red-eyed, Aprilll (JP). Common 
Ravens nested where they were expected. The only report for Horned Lark came from 
Preston County(G F). Swallow first dates were as follows: Purple Martin. April 11 (JP): 
Tree. March 7(JP): Northern Rough-winged. April4( GF); Bank, April 16(MBC): 
Cliff, May 4(GF); Barn, April 11 UP). Lots of nests of Bank and Cliffswallows were 
reported from Wood County(MBC). The last date for Brown Creeper was April 
II (JP). The first date for House Wren was Aprilll (JP). Both kinglets passed through 
in good numbers. The first date for Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was April 10 for most 
observers. There was little mention of the thrushes, but the first date for Wood 

Thrush was April21 (HG,MBC). The first dates for warblers were as follows: Blue
winged. ApriI24(MBC); Golden-winged, ApriI2S(JP); Northern Parula, Aprilll (JP): 
Yellow, April 18(JP); Chestnut-sided, May 8(MBC); Black-throated Blue, May 

5(GF); Black-throated Green, ApriI4(JP); Yellow-throated, March 21 (JP); Pine. 
March 28(JP); Prairie, ApriI22,(MBC): Cerulean, April 24(MBC); Black-and-white. 
April I O(MBC); American Redstart, April 18(JP); Prothonotary, May 8(MBC); 

Worm-eating, ApriI18(JPO; Ovenbird, ApriI18(JP); Louisiana Waterthrush, April 
S(VC); Kentucky, ApriI25(JP); Common Yellowthroat, ApriI18(JP); Hooded, April 
18(JP); Yellow-breasted Chat, May 4(G F). There seemed to be a pretty good warbler 
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flight with good variety across the state. Yellow-rumped Warblers were still present 
in Blackwater Falls State Park, Tucker County, at the end of May(JP). Wendell 
Argabrite suggested that Mourning Warblers were in higher numbers in the 
mountains. 

The first date for Summer Tanager was April 25(VC) and for Scarlet 
Tanager was April 18(JP). American Tree Sparrows were seen in Wood County 
for about a week in March(MBC). Savannah Sparrows were only seen in Wood 
County(MBC). Grasshopper Sparrows were only reported from Preston 
County(GF). Fox Sparrows were evident during most of March. The last date for 
White-throated Sparrows was May 9(JP) and for White-crowned Sparrows 
was May 8(MBC). Dark-eyed Juncos were last seen April 25(JP). The first date 
for Rose-breasted Grosbeak was April 19(MBC). The first date for Indigo 
Bunting was April 21 (MBC). Orchard Orioles returned by April 25(JP) but 
seemed in lower numbers while Baltimore Orioles returned by April 18(JP) and 
seemed in pretty good numbers. Purple Finches were seen in most areas through
out the season. Wendell Argabrite saw Red Crossbills in Cranberry Glades, 
Pocahontas County, on March 28. The only report for Evening Grosbeaks came 
from Wood County on March 16(MBC). 

Contributors-Wendell Argabrite(WA), Virginia Cronenberger(VC), Gary 
Felton(GF), Donnie Good(DG), Hullet Good(HG), Brian McMillian(BM), Ann 
McRae(AM), Janet Meyer(JM), Mountwood Bird Club(MBC), Wendy Perrone(WP), 
Ed Smith(ES), and Jane Whitaker(JW). 
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