
























Book Reviews 

The Crayfishes (Decapoda: Cambaridae) of West Virginia by Raymond F. 
Jezerinac, G. Whitney Stocker, and Donald C. Tarter. 1995. Columbus, Ohio: Ohio 
Biological Survey, in cooperation with the West Virginia Division of atural 
Resources ongame Wildlife and atural Heritage Programs. 193 + x pp., $27.50, 
paper covers. 

The goals of the West Virginia ongame and atural Heritage programs include 
sponsorship of scientific inventories of the state's wildlife and plant resources and 
publications that make the information obtained available to the public. The Cray
fishes of West Virginia is one of these publications. Jezerinac, Stocker, and Tarter 
have produced a valuable scientific review of all the crayfishes found in the state 
based on an exhaustive study of? ,055 museum specimens and specimens collections 
made from all the important watersheds in the state. At least four collections were 
made from each of the 55 counties in 1988 and 1989. 

The book includes a review of previous studies of crayfishes, study methods, a 
key to Form I males, a brief discussion of West Virg inia phYliiographic provinces, 
and present and pre-glacial streams. The zoogeography of West Virginia crayfishes 
and crayfish natural history are also discussed. There are 20 species and sub specie 
covered in the species accounts, illustrated with 92 figures and 70 tables. The specie 
accounts include the following information: scientific name, figures and tables, 
etymology, synonymy, diagnosis, identification, color, types, type locality, range 
and range maps for orth America and West Virginia, specimens examined, 
comment on the distribution, life history, comments, and references. The figure 
illustrating the anatomy of each species has helpful drawings of dorsal and side view 
of the carapace, dorsal aspect of a male cheliped, four views of the first male 
pleopods, and the female caudal portion of sternum of thoracic segment IV, annulus 
ventralis, and postannular clerite. These are the features needed to identify cray
fishes. umerous tables and figures give size-frequency for males and females, 
average measurements, seasonal data, and morphometric ratios. The identification 
section is a brief statement of characters useful in identifying the species. For each 
species the specimens examined section includes the location, sex, date, collectors, 
number and types of specimens, and place where each specimen is housed. Future 
workers will appreciate this detailed information. The life history section-which 
discusses breeding, size, sex ratios, longevity and age classes, diet, crayfish associ
ates, and habitat-and comments sections include many interesting facts on the 
ecology and life history of our crayfishes. 

Although technical in language and presentation, a serious amateur will have 
little difficulty using the book after carefully reading the excellent section on 
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crayfi sh natural history and studying the figure on general crayfish anatomy. A 
student of crayfishes will find The Crayfishes of West Virginia indispensable for 
identifying West Virginia crayfishes, and any future study of these interesting 
animals in the state will have to begin with this book. 

The Barn Owl by Mike Read and Jake Allsop. 1994. London UK: Blandford. 128 
pp., $22.95, hard covers. 

Since the Barn Owl has a world-wide distribution, a Briti sh book on the species 
should be welcome here in the United States. The most attractive feature of this book 
is the many beautiful color photographs of Barn Owls in all phases of their life 
history. Mike Read, a professional wildlife photographer, watched many Barn Owl 
nests from a blind to get the photographs. 

The text, by Jake Allsop, reviews the biology of the Barn Owl, including 
chapters on distribution, description, habitat and territory, courtship and nesting, 
egg laying to hatching, hatching to fledging, food and feeding habits, postbreeding 
activity, farming and barn owls, barn owls and conservation, barn owls in folklore 
and legend, and an interesting interview with Read on his photographic methods. The 
limited bibliography is arranged by topics and is restricted for the most part to British 
works. There are other books available on Barn Owls, but few can match the 
photography that illustrates this book. 

A . R. Buckelew Jr. 
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE 

ORNITHOLOGICAL BOOKS FOR SALE 

The West Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas by A. R. Buckelew Ir and George A. Hall 
A Field Guide to Bird's ests by Hal H. Harrison Autographed ............ . 
Field Guide to Western Bird's ests by Hal H. Harrison .. . . . ...... . ... .. . 
Birds of orth America by Robbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer. 

$23 .75 
$14.75 
$11.00 

Popular field guide, excellent color ilIus., range maps, fi eld marks . Autographed. 
......................... . .... . ... . .......... Hardback $11.85 Softback $ 9.00 

West Virginia Birds by George Hall. ............ ... ............. . ..... . 
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison. Autographed (Softback) .... . 
Amphibians and Reptiles in West Virginia by . Bayard Green 

and Thomas K. Pauley ......... ... . .. .... .. ... . ....... . ......... . 

SPECIAL BBC PUBLICATIONS 

o. I, 1986 Birds of the Lower Ohio River Valley in West Virginia 

$20.00 
$10.35 

$12.00 

by Kiff, Igou, Slack, and Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1 .00 
o. 2, 1990 Endangered and Threatened Species in West Virginia. . . . . . . . . . $1.00 

edited by A.R. Buckelew Ir. 

OTHER STORE ITEMS 

Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watcher's car ......... .. ...... . 
Bumper Tag - BBC . ........................... ...... .......... . .... . 
BBC Shoulder Patch ............................... .. ......... ... .. . . 
BBC License Plate ..................................... ' . .... . .... . . . 

Add $2 for postage per order. 

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY 

$1 .00 
$1.00 
$1.50 
$2.00 

Original papers in the field of natural history are published in The Redstart. Papers are 
judged on the basis of their contributions to original data, ideas, or interpretations. Scientific 
accuracy is most important and to this end an advisory board, selected by the editorial staff, will 
review submitted papers. Papers should be typewritten, double spaced on one side of the paper 
only. Clarity and conciseness of presentation are very important. 

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIIP 

The Brooks Bird Club is a nonprofi t organization whose objective is to encourage the study 
and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history. Membership includes subscrip
tions to The Redstart and Mail Bag and entitles one to all the privileges offered by the Club. 
Classes of membership are Student, $5; Ind ividual, $17 ; Family, $20; Sustaining, $30; Life, 
$300. Checks should be written payable to The Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood 
Avenue, Wheeling, West Virginia 26003 . 

Date 

January 
February 

February 23-25 
March IO 
April 26-28 
May II 
May 17-19 
June 1-25 
June 2-8 
June 14-22 
July 19-21 
August IS-Oct. 5 
Aug. 30-Sept 2 
September 20-22 
October 11-13 

ovember 2 

ovember 8-11 

Dec. 16-Jan 2 

1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 

March 15 

1996 Calendar of Events 
The Brooks Bird Club, Inc. 

Activity Place 

BBC Membership Month ..•...... .. . ......... Wheeling, WV 
Write an article for the Mad Bag or 

Tht! Rt!dstart.. ...... ........................ mall to editor 
Early Spnng Meeting - Jackson s Mill . . . .. ....... . Weston, WV 
Waterfowl Field Tnp ...................... Seneca Lake, OH 
Old Hemlock Weekend - Preston Co 4-H Camp ..• Brandonvllle,WV 
Migration Bud Counts . . . .. ......... .......... local groups 
Ottawa Wlldhfe Refuge Warbler Tnp .......... Oak Harbor, OH 
25-Mlle Brecdmg Bud Surveys ........ local groups 
Sortie. . .. .......... ..... ... .. ... ... . . Hanley, WV 
Annual Foray - Camp Kidd, Tucker County. . . . . . . . . .. Parsons, WV 
Field Tnp to Amish Country . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ohio 
Operation Bud Banding - Dolly Sods .•...•........ Red Creek, WV 
Annual Labor Day Outing - Canaan Valley ....•........ DaVIS, WV 
Hawk Counts. . ...... ... ...... ......•.... . WV mountains 
Annual Meeting - Cedar Lakes ..........•........ Ripley, WV 
BBC Board of Duectors Meeting 

- BBC Clubroom ... .. . Wheeling. WV 
Ea tern Shore Waterfowl Tnp 

- contact Carl Slater . 
Christmas Bird Counts. .. ...... .. .. 

Camp Kldd .. 
To be announced 

BBC FORAYS 

Eastern Shore 
. local groups 

. . . . .. ... Parsons, WV 

Pocahontas Co 4-H Camp. . . .. .. 
Grecnbner Youth Camp . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. Thornwood, WV 
... Anthony, WV 

SEASO AL FIELD AND BANDING OTES DUE 

June 15 September 15 December 15 

MAIL. Field ote to James D Phillips, HC 78, Box 42-C, Pipestem, WV 25979 
Banding oles to: Ralph K. Bell, R.D. I, Box 229, Clarksville, PA 15322 

west Virginia Rare Bird Hotline: 304-736-3086 

The dates for the 1996 BBC program may be changed If necessary. Changes in the program 
will be announced m the Mail Bag. 


