


























Ralph Bell considered Purple M.artin numbers up in Pennsylvania while Glen 
Phillips considered them down in the St. Clairsville, Ohio area. Bell also considered 
Tree Swallows to be low in number. The first date for this species was March 1 (TI). 
Northern Rough-winged, Bank and Bam Swallows were found in most areas by 
mid-April. Cliff Swallows were not reported until a month later. Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were last seen in May (TI). House Wrens fir st appeared in mid-April. 
Winter Wrens had pretty much left wintering areas by mid-April. A few 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were still around in early May but Ruby.crowned Kinglets 
had left a month earlier. 

Glen Philli ps reported morning choruses of American Robins by March 12. 
Swainson's and Wood Thrushes and Veeries were visible on Pipestem State Park 
during the first half of May (JP). Bell found flocks of 60+ Cedar Waxwings in 
Pennyslvania in mid-May. Finnegan noted that the Virginia Game Commission had 
discovered 41 nests of Loggerhead Shrikes in 27 sites. No one else mentioned this 
species. 

Vireos and Wood Warblers - First dates for the vireos were as follows: White·eyed, 
April 12 (TI); Solitary, March 26 (TI); Philadelphia, April 26 (TI); Yellow· throated , 
April 10 (JP); Warbling, April 20 (HG); and Red·eyed, April 20 (HG). 

Oliver Johnson considered this to be the best migration of Cape May Warblers in the 
Lerona, Mercer Co. area ever seen. 19ou reported early Blackpolls on April 13. 
Johnson found a good many birds of this species during the third week of May. In the 
southern part of the state Parula and Black·and White Warblers, American Redstarl:s 
and Common Yellow-throats were especially abundant. Gold.en-winged Warblers 
showed up in more places than usual and Blue-winged Warblers seem to be on the 
increase. Twenty-three Swainson's Warblers were found on the Brooks Bird Gub 
Sortie in McDowell County in May. Pine Warblers were back by mid-March (TI) and 
Louisiana Water-thrushes a week later (JP). Most of the other warblers were coming 
through a month to five weeks later. 

Tanagers through Sparrows - Both tanagers had returned to the Ohio River Valley 
by April 27 (TI). The earli est date for Rose·breasted Grosbeaks was April 12 (n). First 
dates for Blue Grosbeaks was May 2 (n). Indigo Buntings had returned to most areas 
by the end of April. Most of the sparrows seemed to be on time and in usual numbers. 
White·throated and White·crowned Sparrows seemed to be around a little later than 
usual. Some were still in the region in mid-May. Oliver Johnson reported Fox Sparrow 
numbers as highest since the 1970's in Mercer County. 

Special sparrow sightings by Igou included: four Bachman's Sparrows at Fort Gay, 
Wayne Co. on April 5; one Henslow's Sparrow near Hamlin, Lincoln Co. on May 7 and 
14; and one Lincoln's Sparrow at Salt Rock, Cabell Co. on April 24. 

Blackbirds and Finches - The first half of May saw Bobolinks in Cabell (n), Mercer 
(OJ) and Tucker (GP) Counties. Glen Phillips reported more Bobolinks than ever 
before along the Courtland Road in Canaan Valley, Tucker County. Oliver Johnson 
found more Rusty Blackbirds this spring than he has seen since the 1970's. Bell 
considered both orioles to be up in numbers. He also had the late date, May 29, for 
Pine Siskins. The Red Crossbills continue to be found on Shenandoah Mt. A few 
Evening Grosbeaks could still be found in the region during the second week of May. 

Contributors - Ralph Bell (RB), Mabel Edgerton (ME), William Fisher (BF), Hullet 
Good (HG), Tom Igou (Tl), Oliv er Johnson (OJ), Rexine Johnson (RJ), Ann McRae 
(AM), Carl Patsche (CP), Glen Phillips (GP), Benjamin Poscover (BP) and Rockingham 
Bird Club (RBC). 
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Banding News 

Ralph Bell, Editor 
R.D. 1, Box 229 

Clarksville, Pa. 15322 
Marietta, Ohio - Recently we re-captured two birds in our area. The birds were 

originally banded by Jerri Stewart here in Marietta. They were both House Finches. 
The first bird was banded on Harmer Hill , in Marietta, on September 7, 1977 as a 
HY -U. This was the first year House Finches were seen in our area. I first re-captured 
this bird on May 14, 1984. The distance between the original banding site and 
re-capture site is about two miles. I caught the bird again on ovember 20, 1985 and it 
was seen again in May of 1986. It was now about a nine year old female. 

Jerri banded the second House Finch at her home on February 26, 1981. It was 
banded as a SY-M. This bird was re-captured by Lorraine Rollefson at her home in 
Vienna, West Virginia on ovember 6, 1985. 

Lyon Barnhart 

Editor's ote - The nine year old female House Finch is indeed a fine record. The 
oldest House Finch that I can find published in the literature was of a female retrapped 
and released alive in Sacramento, Calif. during April 1953. It was at least 10 years 10 
months old. This record was among John H. Kennard' s " Longevity Records of orth 
American Birds" publi shed in the Winter 1975 issue of Bird-Banding, Vol. 46, o. 1, 
pp 55-73. 

Book Review 

Birds Worth Watching by George Miksch Sutton, 1986. University of Oklahoma Press, 
1005 Asp Ave., orman, OK 73019, 222 pp., 60 color photographs, Price $19.95. 

George Miksch Sutton's book, Birds Worth Watching, was written shortly before his 
death in 1982. Dr. Sutton's styl e and his ability to recall detail from field experiences 
were not diminished by his long illness. This book is worth reading. His descriptions of 
60 common species reflect his field experiences and those of many other prominent 
ornithologists. Dr. Sutton raises questions about the behavior and physical 
peculiarities of each species. Many of the questions are fascinating, and most could be 
answered by dedicated amateurs. Here is a sample of a few I found interesting: What 
is it about mesquite trees that attracts Ladderback Woodpeckers but not Downy or 
Hairy Woodpeckers? What is the purpose of the fringe of tiny hooklets on the 
outermost primary feathers of orthern Rough-winged Swallows? How are their 
burrows dug? Do Carolina Wrens have fewer feathers than other winter birds, thus 
limiting their norther range? Why doesn't the Common ighthawk have a eye shine at 
night like the Whip-poor-will, Chuck-will' s-widow and Common Poor-will? Students of 
ornithology will pursue the answers to Dr. Sutton's questions for years to come. The 
book is also attractive. Each description is accompanied by a color photograph. 

Dr. Sutton was a zoology prof essor and curator of birds at Oklahoma University's 
Stovall Museum for many years. He graduated from Bethany Coll ege and his family 
lived in Bethany for several decades. Some of his early field experiences in Bethany, 
West Virginia are related in Birds Worth Watching. 

A.R. Buckelew Jr., Editor 
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1986 Program 
The Brooks Bird Oub, Inc. 

Date 
January 

January 29 
February 

Feb. 28 - March 2 
March 16 
May 3 or4 
May 10-12 
June 5-13 
June 26-29 
June 28 - July 2 
June 1-30 
July 17-20 
Aug. 15 - Oct. 5 
August 10-24 
Aug. 28 - Sept. 1 
Sept. 19-21 
Oct. 17-19 
November 1 
Dec. 21 - Jan. 4 

May 20-25 

June 6-8 

June 22 - July 5 

~~~ p~ 
Membership Month ........ Return dues to membership 

secretary 
African Foray 
Write an article or observation for 
The Redstart or Mailbag .... . . Send to A.R. Buckelew Jr. 
Winter Meeting - Jackson's Mill .......... Weston, WV 
Waterfowl Field Trip ....... : ........ Seneca Lake, OR 
Century Day ......................... all local groups 
Ottawa County Field Trip .... . . ....... .......... Ohio 
BBC Foray ........................... Gilmer County 
Kirtland Warbler Trip ...................... Michigan 
Sortie, Panther State Forest .......... McDowell County 
25-Mile Breeding Bird Surveys .......... all local groups 
Terra Alta Field Trip .................. Preston County 
Bird Banding ........................ Red Creek, WV 
Ariwna Foray 
BBC Reunion-Greenbrier Youth Camp .... Anthony, WV 
Hawk Counts ..................... West Virginia Mts. 
Annual Meeting-Cedar Lakes .............. Ripley, WV 
Board of Directors Meeting ............. Wheeling, WV 
Christmas Bird Counts ................. all local groups 

(Send counts to Leon Wilson.) 

ACTIVITIES OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
25th Annual Wildflower Pilgrimage .... Blackwater Falls 

St. Pk. 
Non-game Wildlife Weekend .......... Blackwater Falls 

St. Pk. 
Oglebay Institute Mountain Nature Camp Terra Alta, WV 

BBCFOIlAYS 

1986 - June 5-13 Gilmer County Recreation Center, Glenville, WV 
1987 - June 4-13 Concord College, Athens, WV 
1988 - June 2-11 Camp Pocahontas, (Thornwood) Bartow, WV 

SEASONAL FIELD AND BANDING NOTES DUE 

March 15 June 15 September 15 December 15 

MAIL: Field Notes to: JamesD. Phillips, 900 Reynolds Ave., Princeton, WV 24740 
Banding Notes to: Ralph K. Bell, R.D. 1, Box 229, Clarksville, Pa. 15322 

The dates for the 1986 BBC program were selected as most appropriate for our 
scheduled activity and place. Some dates and places have not been confirmed at this 
early date so some changes beyond our control might be necessary. When such is the 
case, notification will be made as soon as possible in the MAIL BAG. 


