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Editor's Note: Favorite Birdwatching Areas
Several people have suggested that we start a new feature in the Redstart in which
members can describe their favorite birdwatching areas in West Virginia and nearby.
The following article by Linnie Coon was not intended for this purpose but satisfies it
well. Authors might include well drawn maps, unusual or interesting birds to be seen,
other natural features - plants, geology, scenic value, the best time of year to go, who
to see for permission or information (Don't forget to ask permission to use their name
in your article), and directions from the nearest town. Please type your article, double
or triple spaced. Send the original, not a carbon copy. If you draw a map, use black ink
or pencil, not blue ink.

A Field Trip at McClintic
Wildlife Station Remembered
Linnie Coon

The temperature was 41 degrees and it was dark when Clifford and I left home
Saturday, November 11, 1978 on our way to McClintic Wildlife Station near Point
Pleasant, West Virginia. Wernet other members of the Handlan Chapter of the Brooks
Bird Club of Charleston at the Park Headquarters. George Hurley of St. Albans was
the leader of the group. Our purpose was to study the wild waterfowl on the ponds.
Leaving home at 6:00 a.m., fog blanketed the roads along Big Coal River and on
Lens Creek Mountain. In the Kanawha Valley the fog gave way to smog. When ~e
arrived at McClintic Wildlife Station around 8:00 A.M. the fog was lifting and the sun
was beginning to shine through.
George Hurley arrived with the group from Charleston and St. Albans-George with
his telescope, others with field guides and maps, and everyone with binoculars, ready
for a day in the field.
Our first stop was at the office for directions and instructions from Superintendent
Tom Dotson. It was near the office that we made our first observations in the multiflora
rose hedges. White-crowned and White-throated sparrows sang everywhere; there
seemed to be hundreds of the beautiful singers moving in and out of the underbrush.
Never had we seen so many white-crowned sparrows. They were feeding along every
trail; bits of song came from the brushy tangles by the roadside. This handsome
sparrow from Canada is seen only in winter, or during migration in this area.
Most of the ponds at McClintic are numbered, and our first stop was at Pond 3.
George Hurley set up the telescope, making it posible for us to see close-up views of
the ducks on the pond. Here we saw mallards, blacks, gadwalls, and coots.
The weeds and shrubs around the pond were alive with land birds. Cardinals,
goldfinches, grackles, bluebirds and towhees fed in great numbers. A downy
woodpecker, tapping its way upward along the trunk of a dead tree, searched for
insects.
An accipiter hawk flew overhead, too high to tell whether it was a Cooper's or a
sharp-shinned. A sapsucker, back on its wintering grounds, drummed on a tree beside
the trail. A flicker called loudly from the nearby woodland. a mockingbird sang in the
distance. A fox sparrow flew out of a tangle of multiflora rose only long enough to be
identified. This large sparrow is a wild bird, living in thickets and forests, seeking the
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habitation of man only when the snow is too hard and deep to penetrate in its
scratching for food.
Along the trail some osage orange trees bore their large hedgeapples on bare limbs.
The shrubby autumn olives bore their load of red fruit-a ready supply of food for
many kinds of birds.
On our way to the next pond we met a worker for the Department of Natural
Resources who was carrying a dead and very wet muskrat; a trapping program was in
progress to decrease the numbers of muskrat because of the damage they were doing
to the dikes around the ponds.
Deer tracks were everywhere around the small un-numbered pond where we waded
through weeds, burs, and mud to locate the wood ducks the DNR worker said were in
the area. Farther and farther we penetrated the marshy area, and still no wood
ducks-then a single call; and more calls. The ducks were somewhere near; a flurr of
sound, and a few took wing; others followed. For several minutes they flew in flocks of
10, 15, 20, or more, until we estimated there were more than 200 wood ducks in the
flock.
We stopped for a picnic lunch. A lone killdeer flew high overhead loudly calling its
name over and over again. Some purple finches called from the trees. Someone found
a wooll~bear caterpillar, mostly brown, as a weather predictor indicating a mild winter.
Nestmg boxes for the wood ducks were placed at regular intervals around the ponds.
At Pond 9 honeybees had taken over one of the boxes and were moving in and out in
the warm afternoon sunshine.
Feeding in the beeches, oaks, and box elders near a newly-built pond were 10-15
evening grosbeaks, the first ones to be seen for the season.
At Pond 17 a lone Canada Goose fed some distance away in a grassy area. Through
the telescope we were able to observe him close-up. This was the only one we saw,
although the Superintendent had told us that 350 or more were in the area.
At about 1:30 P.M. we left McClintic and drove over into Ohio where, with special
p~rmission, we visited the Kyger Creek Power Plant ponds. Here we saw many
different kinds of waterbirds viewed in the distance through the telescope.
Three large ponds make up the Kyger Creek impoundments. On one of these we
counted SO Canada geese resting in shallow water; 11 great blue herons flew about
over the water. On a small island more than 200 killdeer rested or darted in and out
searchin.g for food. Mallards, black ducks, hooded mergansers, buffleheads,
green-wmged teal, and coots swam in the water.
, With temperatures climbing into the 70s, Saturday, November 11 proved to be a
good day for studying birds at both McClintic Wildlife Station and the Kyger Creek
ponds.

-Comfort, West Virginia 25049
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An Unusual Nest Site and Diet of Northern
Bam-owls in Bethany, West Virginia*
Alison Sandercox and Albert R. Buckelew-lr.

Barn-owls (Tyto alba) usually nest in sheltered places such as barns, belfries, or
hollow trees. On July 15, 1976, one of us found a Barn-owl nest in an unusually
exposed situation. Three young of various ages were found on the roof of a stair tower
on Bethany College's Old Main. The stair tower of Old Main is 120 ft from the sidewalk
to the top. The roof is flat, tarred metal, six ft in diameter, and hexagonal. There is a
small trap door in the roof. The only shelter was the waist-high wall around the roof,
and a rusty folding chair that had been left there. The wall provided protection from
the wind. All three young fledged by mid-August. Others may have fledged prior to
our discovery of the site.
A search of the literature showed open nest sites of Barn-owls are unusual.
According to Lewis Wayne Walker, "Barn owls are not at all particularin their choice
of home sites. In the old days crevices, cliffs, holes in sandbanks and hollow trees were
no doubt their top selections. Today, however, buildings such as churches, granaries,
or dilapidated barns are types of shelters which are used. Barn owls have also been
found on ledges, deep down on the verticle walls of mine shafts, within the brown
skirt-like leaves of California Washingtonia palms, and underground burrows dug
originally by badgers and coyotes, and even on the exposed platform nests of hawks,
ravens or crows." 6
A. C. Bent quotes Bendire who notes that "Their nesting sites are quite variable.
Sometimes, though rarely, they nest in perfectly exposed and unprotected situations.
A pair of barn owls nested the past season (1889) on the bare tin roof running around a
cupola of a neighbor's house which was surrounded by a low railing. Not less than
twenty-four eggs were laid and none were taken away at any time. There was no
nesting material on which the eggs were placed, not even a single twig, and they
naturally rolled around on the roof, as it was impossible for the birds to cover them.
When taken down and examined, it was found that they were all rotten, caused, no
doubt, by the intense heat from the sun's reflection on the tin roof." 1
Bunn, Warburton and Wilson review several unusual Barn-owl nest sites: "the
depression where a tree forked into two stout branches from the main trunk (2 cases);"
in the abandoned nests of Woodpigeon and Carrion Crow; in the large open chimney of
a house for two seasons in spite of the chimney being in constant use; on the spiral
stone steps of an old well 9 m below ground level. These authors also note that British
Barn-owls still nest on cliffs, "especially sea cliffs in Wales and Scotland." 2
Pellet and fecal material (2840 gm) from the roof of the Old Main stair tower were
analysed for prey species. 6 Since most of the pellets, being exposed to rain, had
disintegrated, we did not attempt to count them. The number of prey animals was
estimated by counting lower half-jaws and dividing by two. The results were as
follows: Meadow Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus), 480; Shortt ail Shrew (Blarina
brevicauda), 139; White-footed Mouse (Peromyscus sp.), 64; Hairy-tailed Mole
(Parascalops breweri), 20; Norway Rat (Rattus norvegicus), 2. Also found were Rock
Dove (Columba livia), 1; Europ. Starling (Sturnus vulgaris), 1; and three unidentified
passerine birds. One or more of the birds may have died on the roof of natural causes.
The diet ofthe Barn-owl depends on its geographical location and the particular type
of environment it inhabits. For example, Irish Barn-owls take in a much higher
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percentage of rats than do counterparts in England and the United States. Similarly,
birds living in urban areas eat a much higher percentage of House Mouse and Norway
Rat than rural birds. 5

West Virginia Dusky Salamanders
Thomas K. Pauley

TABLE
Comparison of Dexter 4 and Bethany Studies of Barn-owl Diet
(percentage of diet)
Dexter
Bethany
Microtus pennsylvanicus
77.27%
67.6%
Blarina brevicauda
16.94%
19.58%
9.00%
2.650/0
Peromyscus sp.
2.80%
.04%
Parascalops breweri

Bunn, Warburton and Wilson conclude from their observations and those of many
others that "the Barn Owl has no food preferences as such, apart from a distinct
disinterest in invertebrates; it simply feeds on those animals which are small enough
to be easily killed and are susceptible to capture in the course of its chosen method of
hunting." 2
The Meadow Vole is found most frequently in pellet analyses from the eastern
United States. The study made in this region, most comparable to ours, although it is a
much larger study, is the one done by Ralph W. Dexter 4 The results of his study of
the food habits of Barn-owls in north-eastern Ohio are similar to ours. Dexter analyzed
disgorged pellets and stomach contents for twenty years (1949-1969). A total of 1839
pellets collected from five counties in north-eastern Ohio contained 5586 mammal
skulls. The Table shows the results of Dexter's study compared with ours.

Literature Cited
1. Bent, A.C. Life Histories of North American Birds of Prey. Dover Publications,
New York, 1961.
2. Bunn, D.S., A.B. Warburton and R.D.S. Wilson, The Barn Ow!. Buteo Books,
Vermillion, SD, 1982.
3. Burton, J.A. Owls of the World. E.P. Dutton, New York, 1973.
4. Dexter, R.W. 1979. Mammals utilized as food by owls in reference to the local
fauna of northeastern Ohio. Kirtlandia 24.
5. Morris, P. 1979. Rats in the diet of the Barn Owl (Tyto alba). J. Zoo!. (London) 39.
6. Walker, W.L. The Book of Owls. Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1974.
*A version of this work was presented at the West Virginia Academy of Science annual
meeting at Elkins, West Virginia, April 3, 1982. (Proc. W.Va. Academy of ScL 54:10)

Learning to identify plants and animals in the field can be a very enjoyable and
rewarding experience. However, it is so difficult to separate some genera to the
species level that one can soon become discouraged. Those naturalists who have
worked with the plant genus Rubus or the fish genus Notropis can attest to this. But
possibly no genus is more confusing than Desmognathus, the dusky salamanders.
Conant (1975) states that trying to identify dusky salamanders is like trying to identify
fall warblers, only worse.
Dusky salamanders are short, stout-bodied species found near or at the water's edge
in a variety offreshwater habitats. Many fishermen refer to them as "spring lizards"
and consider them prize fishing bait. Depending on the age and size, they can vary in
color from shades of brown to black. In addition, the dorsal patterns are extremely
variable.
There are 10 species of Desmognathus found in North America and four of these are
in West Virginia. These four include the mountain dusky (Desmognathus
ochrophaeus) , the northern dusky (Desmognathus f juscus), the Appalachian seal
(Desmognathus monticola), and the black-bellied salamander (Desmognathus
quadramaculatus) .
The genus Desmognathus can be separated from other salamander genera by the
following characteristics:
1) Desmognathus* species have a pale-white line that extends from the eye to the
angle of the jaw (Fig. 1).
2) Although the hind legs are larger than the front legs in all salamanders, in
Desmognathus species this disparity is more obvious.
3) The jaw musculature of Desmognathus is more pronounced than in other genera.
In preserved specimens, the stronger musculature causes the head to kink (Fig.
1).
After the genus has been determined, the following key can be used to help
ascertain the species:
1) Tail rounded in cross-section, Le., not keeled (Fig. 2), dorsal stripe with straight
edges and chevron-like markings along the vertebral column (Fig. 3a) ...
Mountain Dusky Salamander, Desmognathus ochrophaeus.
Tail triangular in cross-section, Le., keeled (Fig. 2) ........................ 2
2) Dorsal stripe with wavy edges (Fig. 3b) ... Northern Dusky Salamander,
Desmognathus f juscus.
Dorsal stripe not present .............................................. 3
3) Belly pale, back with dark worm-like markings (Fig 3c), a somewhat distinct line
of separation between the dorsal and ventral pigmentation ... Appalachian Seal
Salamander, Desmognathus monticola.

Biology Dept.
Bethany College
Bethany, WV 26032
*Desmognathus in Greek means band or ligament jaw. This is in reference to the
ligaments that hold the lower jaw in a rigid position. The mouth is opened by raising
the upper jaw.
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Figure 1. Head of Desmognathus sbowing the position of tbe pale-white line and tbe
kinked bead.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Figure 3. Desmognathus dorsal pattems
(a) ochrophaeus
(b) Juscus
(c) monticola
4) Belly black, back blackish with small, irregular greenish spots, two rows of light
dots on the sides ... Black-bellied Salamander, Desmognathus quadramaculatus.
Conant (1975) suggests that one approach in helping to solve the identification
problem is to collect several specimens from a single locality. Most likely some ofthese
will match the characteristics of one species, and those difficult to identify have a good
chance of being that same species.

(a)

(b)

Figure 2. Cross-section of tbe types of Desmognathus taIls.
(a) tbe rounded tall of ochrophaeus.
(b) tbe keeled tall ofJuscus. monticola. and quadramaculatus.
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Mountain Dusky Salamander, Desmognathus ochrophaeus·
Description. The mountain dusky is the smallest Desmognathus species to occur in
West Virginia, ranging in size from 7 to 10 cm (Conant, 1975). The dorsal color varies
from gray to brown. The dorsal band is bordered by straight edges and varies among
shades of gray, yellow, orange, red, or brown in color. In most individuals there is a
series of v or chevron-shaped markings along the vertebral column. In others, these
markings are obscure, resulting in nondescript individuals. Unlike the other three
species, the tail is rounded near the base.
Generally, the young resemble the adults, and like the adults, some may lack the
v-shaped dorsal markings.
*ochrophaeus (Gr.) means yellow, dusky.
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Habitat and Range. The mountain dusky is the most terrestrial of the Desmognathus
species, frequently wandering a considerable distance from water. Aquatic habitats
with which they are associated include springs, seeps, and creeks.
This is the most montane of the West Virginia species and probably does not occur
in the low elevations of most of the Appalachian Plateau (Fig. 4).

Northern Dusky Salamander, Desmognathus f. fuscus*
Description. The northern dusky ranges in size from 6.4 to 14.1 cm (Conant, 1975).
The dorsal color of most adults is gray or brown with a wavy-edged dorsal band or
stripe that is lighter in color than the rest of the back. In some older individuals, the
dorsal band may be faint or absent entirely. The tail is keeled and the wavy-edged
band is most prominent on the base in many specimens.
The juveniles are brown or gray and usually have five to eight pairs of yellowish or
reddish-orange spots bordering the dorsal band.
Habitat and Range. This species is almost always found near or in water. The most
common habitat is along the edges of creeks where stones and debris are found. They
also occur in brooks, springs, and seeps.
The northern dusky is found throughout West Virginia.
*fuscus (Lat.) means brown, dusky.
Appalachian Seal Salamander, Desmognathus monticola*
Description. The Appalachian seal salamander is the second largest Desmognathus
species in West Virginia. It ranges from 8 to 13 cm (Conant, 1975). The dorsal color is
usually brown with darker worm-like markings, and the venter is pale, without any
pattern. There is a somewhat distinct line of separation between the dorsal and ventral
colorations. It is called the seal salamander because the fleshy neck and large
protruding eyes resemble those of a seal.
The juveniles usually have four pairs of rounded orange to brown spots on the body
trunk.
Habitat and Range. Like the northern dusky, the Appalachian seal salamander is
found in a variety of aquatic habitats, such as creeks and mountain brooks that are well
shaded and have stones and debris for concealment.
The Appalachian seal salamander is found throughout most of West Virginia.
Black-bellied Salamander, Desmognathus quadramaculatus**
Description. This is the largest (10-17 cm; Conant, 1975) and most aquatic
Desmognathus species in West Virginia. In addition to the keeled tail, the absence of a
dorsal stripe or band, the greenish blotches on the back, and the black belly, there are
two rows of light dots along the sides that can aid in the identification of this species.
*monticola (Lat.) means a mountain.
**quadramaculatus (Lat.) refers to the greenish blotches on the back.
Habitat and Range. The black-bellied salamander is found in creeks and brooks with
large rocks. It is very fast when disturbed and extremely difficult to capture. This
species has been observed basking on wet rocks during daylight hours, a rather
unusual phenomenon for animals like salamanders that require a cool, damp habitat.
The black-bellied salamander has the 'most limited range of any Desmognathus
species in West Virginia, occurring only in the southeastern counties (Fig. 5).
Figure 4. The distribution of the mountain dusky salamander (D. ochrophaeus) in
West Virginia.
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Summary
While identification of dusky salamanders can be confusing, it is not impossible. As
with most other areas of study, salamander identification requires time and patience.
The next time you are walking through the woods and come to a creek or similar dusky
salamander habitat, collect a few specimens and try to identify them. You might just
fmd a new and interesting facet of nature to study.

LITERATURE CITED
Conant, Roger. 1975. A field guide to reptiles and amphibians of eastern and central
North America. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, pp. 260-268.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The distribution maps are based on collection records from the West Virginia
Biological Survey at Marshall University and the author. I wish to thank Debbie
Thompson for drawing the figures, Elizabeth Pival for typing the manuscript, and Drs.
Joan Gilliland and William Wylie for reviewing the manuscript.
Division of Natural Sciences
University of Pittsburgh at Bradford
Bradford, P A 16701

House Sparrows Cause Cedar Waxwing
Nest Failures
Pat Temple

Figure S. The distribution of the black-bellied salamander (D. quadramaculatus) in
West Virginia.
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For thirty years we have lived a distance of about 250 feet from the east bank of the
Ohio River as it flows past our community of Warwood, a suburb four miles north of
Wheeling. Many birds take advantage of the variety of habitat, abundant food supply
and relative peace and safety to nest in the area of the river bank, and, following their
usual capricious habits, several times in years past small flocks of Cedar Waxwings
have swooped into the trees and taken up residence. With everything available to them
near the riverbank, there seemed no reason to expect that they would come any closer
to civilization, and, until the summer of 1981, such was the case.
However, beginning about the first week in June of 1981, I was surprised to observe
a small flock - as few as four and as many as eight or nine frequently perched late in
the day on the unleafed branches of a partially dead Black Walnut tree next to the
house diagonally across the street from us toward the river. I wondered whether their
continued presence meant that they were nesting again in the area and, if so, where?
On June 17th, while I was watching a Robin's nest in the maple tree in our backyard,
a Cedar Waxwing suddenly flew into the tree high and on the far right hand side and
disappeared. Out it came a minute or so later and flew off in the direction of the river.
It took me about an hour with the aid of a 20 power spotting scope to find the nest. It
was over 40 feet up, far out on a slender branch and well hidden by other branches and
leaves. I could not tell whether there was a bird on the nest or not, but the behavior of
the visitor suggested a male bird coming in to feed its mate. The bird did not return in
the time I watched, and there was no apparent activity in the nest, so I turned my
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attention to the large sycamore tree in front of the house where parent Northern
Orioles had been feeding young for several days. To my amazement a Cedar Waxwing
flew out from a point high up on the left side of the sycamore and returned within
minutes to the same spot. Disbelieving, I began to search for a second nest. It proved
to be easier to find than the first. Again, it was located high and far out in the fork of a
slender branch. The female was on the nest.
The next day, June 18th, while I was observing the nest and noting the presence of
the female in the sycamore tree, I found the third nest. It was in the side yard of the
house directly across the street from ours in an ornamental Magnolia tree and could
only be seen when the breeze moved some ofthe large leaves obscuring it. The female
was on the nest.
From June 18th to June 23rd I kept all three nests under frequent observation.
There were now females on all three nests, though I was surprised to note that the
birds seemed to leave frequently and for longer periods of time than would be
expected. Several times I was about to conclude that a nest had been abandoned only
to find to my relief that the bird had finally returned at a later sighting. I also noticed
an unusual degree of activity on the part of the House Sparrows, who spent a lot of
time flying around in the vicinity of all of the nests and often perched for long stretches
of time within inches of them.
June 23rd was stormy and windy. The maple tree nest was severely damaged. Off
and on all the next day I continued to check it, but no birds returned to it. Though I
could see no damage ot the nest in the sycamore, it too appeared to be deserted. Only
the magnolia tree nest was still occupied by its faithful female, and this too was to
prove ephemeral. Two days later that nest was also abandoned. Following the loss of
the first two nests, I watched the magnolia nest more intently, and through the scope I
could observe the agitation of the female when the House Sparrow would come within
inches of the nest. She would elevate her body and follow the movements of the
Sparrow with her head and eyes.
One nest had definitely been destroyed by storm damage. A second was possible,
but not to my mind probable. I began to have a strong suspicion that the Sparrows
were the culprits in at least one and probably two of the nest desertions. Given the
erratic nesting habits of the Cedar Waxwings I never thought that I would have
another opportunity to check out my hypothesis, but 1982 was to prove to be my second
chance.
Once again, the first nest was located in the back yard Maple. It was discovered on
June 2nd, and, like the 1981 nest, it was very high and in the most dense part of the
center of the tree. The nest appeared to be in the final stages of construction as two
birds kept flying in and out of the site, but, as it turned out, it was never to be
occupied. By now convinced that the Sparrows were responsible for the abandonment
of the nests, I watched them as the Waxwings attempted to complete their project and
establish residence. The Sparrows were constantly near the nest sometimes in
numbers up to half a dozen. They would fly about or perch very close to it then leave
that perch and swoop to the other side and again alight briefly only inches from the
nest to harass the Waxwings from a different direction. The third day after the initial
discovery of the nest was the last day that I observed the Waxwings.
Meanwhile, June 4th had marked the date ofthe discovery of a second nest, again in
the Magnolia across the street. I found it when the female suddenly jumped up onto
the edge of the nest in disturbed response to the presence of a nearby male House
Sparrow. The Sparrow just sat there, unmoving, watching. Finally the Waxwing
retreated to her nest. This scenario was repeated many times over the next few days.
The Sparrow took up a position even closer to the nest. Now the Waxwing would leave
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the nest for long periods of time, and I recalled last year's Sycamore tree nest and the
unusual periods of absence of the female. When the female was on the nest her
agitation was pitiful to see. When the Sparrow came in to perch, she would jump up to
the edge of the nest, flap her wings as her head and eyes darted around in apparent
panic. June 9th she disappeared for the final time. Late that afternoon, I trained the
scope on the nest, and, for an instant, my heart leaped as I caught the outline of a bird
in it. Only for an instant. A closer look revealed a new owner. The House Sparrow was
sitting in the nest inspecting his new property. Unfortunately, I had my proof!
506 Hazlett Ave.
Wheeling, WV 26003

The La Sagra's Flycatcher
(Myiarchus sagrae)
J.P. Perkins and Ruth L. Perkins
The Stolid, or as it is now known La Sagra's Flycatcher was first seen in the United
States 14 September 1963 when one appeared in Dallas County, Alabama. The La
Sagra's Flycatcher is a bird of the Bahamas.
Imagine my surprise a few days after Christmas when our friend Granville Smith
called from his home in Green Valley, Arizona to tell me of the sighting of a La Sagra's
Flycatcher 21 December 1982, on Elliot Key in Florida. Gran knew that Ruth (Mrs.
Perkins) and I were heading for Florida come January 1st. He would be delayed by
Christmas Bird counts from making the trip. We took all the information down and
planned to investigate the sighting. We did some research and found Elliot Key to be
an uninhabited Key within the Biscayne Bay National Wildlife Refuge and lying some
eight miles off the Florida mainland, almost due east from Black Point Marina in
Homestead, Florida. Elliot does have a good marina and picnic grounds and a museum
of some sort.
You can't keep a good birder down, so on January 17th Ruth and I checked in at
Howard Johnson's Motel in Homestead and after resting a bit we called the number
given us by Granville. Yes the bird was still out there, and no there was not a trip
scheduled, weather permitting until two days hence. Mr. Wes Biggs in Homestead
was and is the coordinator of the trips to Elliot Key it seemed.
Ruth and I spent a wonderful day, one ofthe few warm days we had, in Everglades
National Park the 18th January. Everglades Park never fails to fascinate us and we
were not disappointed this trip. We added the Short-Tailed Hawk to our life lists.
Previously this bird and eluded us, but once some one tells you how to get it the bird is
easy to find. We saw five dark-phased birds this day.
January 19th dawned clear and cool. We called Wes Biggs to see if the trip to Elliot
was still on. It was. We were informed to be at the Black Point Marina at 0830 hours.
This necessitated some scrambling on our part as it was at the time 0800 hours, and we
had not eaten a breakfast as yet. We hurriedly dressed. Had a can of fruit juice in our
room, dispenced with coffee and were on our way dressed warmly as there was about a
15 knot wind blowing from the north. At 0830 hours Ruth and I arrived at the appointed
meeting place, and there was no boat in sight. There were however other people
waiting to make the trip, and we became acquainted with them.
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Finally a truck drove up with a small outboard motor craft intow. It was Wes and the
boat operator. I took one look at that 13' 5" fiberglass hull and commenced to
entertain some doubts of its seaworthyness. Having lived and worked a lifetime
around the Great Lakes, I was thoroughly indoctrinated on boat safety. I took in the
fact that it was a clear day, and although the water was choppy, there were no
predictions of other than a moderate wind for the day. Neil (the boat operator) had
already taken over 80 people out to the Key, so I figured either he knew what he was
doing, or else there were an awful lot of nutty bird watchers in existence. Besides Wes
and Neil there were seven of us waiting to make the trip and it was very obvious that all
could not go at once. Neil showed his knowledge when he divided the group into two
sections according to weight. Naturally I was religated to the second and smaller group
to make the trip. Group number one departed. We spent our time visiting with Wes
and the remaining two birders. We studied pictures and descriptions of the La Sagra's
Flycatcher in Wes' books on Birds of the Bahamas. After an hour and twenty minutes
wait we were on our way. A unique experience indeed. Ruth and I were positioned in
the front with the other three persons on the rear thwart. We got the bumps, they got
the spray and believe me there were lots of each. Man, I'll never be six feet tall again.
As we cleared the jetty into the open Atlantic we could see the dim outline of Elliot Key
in the distance. In due time we arrived at our destination and joined up with the other
group.
With Wes in the lead, we set off on a very nicely kept trail through the jungle.
Ashore it was rather warm, and we all shed our boat jackets. After a hike of nearly a
half mile, we arrived at the area in which the Flycatcher had been seen. Wes played a
tape of the bird song which I understand was a faint Wee Wee leaving of the ending of
the familiar call ofthe Crested Flycatcher. I couldn't hear it even though the taped calI
was loud enough for the others. We were told to spread out down the trail and listen. I
went the fartherest away and played like I was listening, when in reality I was
watching. Watching I thought was about like looking for the proverbial needle in the
haystack. I did see a Gray Catbird down the trail. Was this to be a wild goose chase?
Soon the cry rang out. "I have the birds here." It was Neil who had taken off into the
jungle to listen. WeIl, it was every man for him or herself as the group took off
through the jungle. With my gimpy leg I was soon outdistanced. Ruth, God Bless her,
decided to stay with me and we were alone in the silent sub-tropical jungle without a
human sound in existence. A strange feeling indeed. We kept going in a general
direction and soon Ruth could hear the bird. We joined our fellow watchers in tearing
around the area as the Flycatcher flitted from tree to tree. I caught one brief glimpse of
the bird as did a couple of the others. Was this to be all I would have, maybe, as the
bird became silent, and we all gathered together and waited. Soon the bird's call was
heard again. Shortly Ruth and a friend named Sarah caIled out that the bird was right
over their heads and indeed it was. Everyone quietly arrived beneath the smaIl tree
and there sat our bird devouring a rather large moth it had caught. For the next fifteen
minutes at least all studied the bird, commenting on field marks and such. Some had to
back off a short distance in order to get the Flycatcher to focus clearly in there binocs.
With the La Sagra's Flycatcher in clear view, in partial sunlight I made these
descriptions. We were looking at a bird about 7112 to 8 inches in length, definately a
Myiarchus species of Flycatcher. I thought the bird had a rather large head and bilI for
its size. Crown dark so as to give the appearance of a black cap. BilI dark, back dark
brown shading into light rufus at rump. Wings dark with wing bars, but I could see no
rufus on primaries. Rufus of rump shaded in to a darker rufus on edges of outer
retrices. I could not see bright rufus as seen in the Crested Flycatcher and others of the
Myiarchus group. Underparts were gray from bilI to breast and shading into near

white below. Legs and feet were dark as to appear black. I thought the bird quite
remindful of the Ash-throated Flycatcher, (Myiarchus cinerascens) of the southwest
U.S.
At last the Flycatcher left and so did we. We found the trail and leisurely hiked back
to the marina. The trip back in was anti-climax and made at a much faster clip with the
wind on our quarter. During my conversation with Wes I found that we had missed
going birding with GranvilIe by only two days.
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118 Grandview Ave.
Conneaut, OH 44030
Phone 216·599·7765

A Singing Male Census Study Summary
Glen Phillips

With the completion in 1961 of the 150th Singing Male Census Study made by the
Brooks Bird Club during forays since 1948, it might be of interest to review what has
been accomplished. More recently, much emphasis has been placed on selecting the
study plots to be samples of representative habitat in the foray area, with occasional
deviations to study some especiaIly unique spots that appear interesting. Roughly the
number of plots by habitat may be classified as follows: Deciduous, 83; Mixed
Deciduous-Evergreen, 25; Dominantly Evergreen, 15; Grassland, 7; Brush, 6; Varied
Habitat, 5; Wooded Pasture, 3; Reclaimed Surface Mine, 2; Orchard, 2; and Marsh, 2.
These are only the plots studied during foray and do not include the Sortie studies or
quite numerous individual efforts. Only six plots have been included outside West
Virginia, those from nearby Giles County, Virginia.
Elevations have varied from 4445 feet in Randolph County to 600 feet in Berkeley
County. Some plots have been studied more than one time, notably those on
Gaudineer Knob in Randolph and Pocahontas Counties. These repeat studies
demonstrate that the birds of a climax forest vary but little from year to year, (Virgin
Spruce); that the bird life is quite different in the stages of plant succession, (Hopkins'
Mountain in Greenbrier County); and that the changes in bird life will revert to the
original if the habitat is allowed to grow to the original, (Burner Mountain in
Pocahontas County).
One hundred twenty species of birds have been found defending territories on these
study plots with Red-eyed Vireo the most prevalent, averaging 24 singing males per
100 acres. The Ovenbird is next, averaging 16.58 males per 100 acres folIowed by
Indigo Bunting at 6.56 per 100 acres.
At the beginning of Brooks Bird Club participation in the program, not all the
persons who worked on the plots had their names published with the reports, so many
members ofthose early forays labored unsung to compile these records. Even some of
the more recent reports do not list all the participants, but at least one hundred ninty
three individuals' names have appeared on the reports representing thousands of
manhours.
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Some refinements in the application of the method have been instituted by Brooks
Bird Club over the years. Colored markers have replaced the all-white designating
tapes used to aid in recording the position of a singing bird. Numerals, instead of dots,
are now used by some operators on species map sheets to allow reference to the field
sheet on which a contact was recorded. George Koch's adaptation of the
James-Schugart Vegetation Survey Method for Brooks Bird Club use has improved
habitat evaluation of wooded plots.
Results have been published by B.B.C. either in The Redstart or Foray Report each
year since 1948 and in all but one year (1978) in Audubon Field Notes or American
Birds.
Apt. 10 Rustic Arms
Rustic Dr.
St. Qairsville, OR 43950

Nest Card Program 1982
Bernard J. Trott
There were 881 Cornell nest cards turned in to Headquarter Chapter in 1982. 1 wish
to thank all those who participated, and ask you all to continue to participate in the
coming nesting season. Remember to use black pencil only when filling out nest cards.
We received a letter from Mrs. Jean Crump, Data Editor of the Nest Record
Program of Cornell University, thanking us for our efforts in their program. 1 have sent
for one thousand cards for this year. 1 sent one card to each member with the Mailbag.
A greater number of cards were sent to those who sent a large number of cards in last
season. After that cards are available on request.
Those turning in the greatest number of cards last nesting season and the number of
cards returned are as follows: R.K. Bell 164, W.W. Lewis 128, J.L. Brown 64, L.P.
Wilson 46, E.M. Oliver 42, J.K. Hale 35, W.L. Fye 32, J.P. Perkins 32, J.E. Wood 28.
The nests of 81 species of birds were reported. Heading the list were E. Bluebird
148, Amer. Robin 129, Barn Swallow 64, Tree Swallow 54, E. Phoebe 42, House Wren
39, Song Sparrow 36 and N. Cardinal 33.

Thirty-two Birdies in a Round of Golf
James Morris
Some say' 'truth is stranger than fiction," and 1 must agree. The incident 1 am going
to describe is true. When 1 tell people about it, they think 1 am shading the truth a
little.
Our family rented a cabin the first week of October 1982 for a little golf, birding,
nature walks and a look at the fall color in beautiful Canaan Valley State Park near
Davis, West Virginia. The birding was not good, and we knew it wouldn't be at this
time of year. Little did we think that the most interesting bird sighting was to take
place on the park's championship golf course.
The day was cool and overcast. The course wasn't crowded; things couldn't be more
perfect for a pleasant round of golf with friends from Wheeling, our home town. The
fourteenth hole is a par five dogleg left and up a hill to the green. My friend Steve had
the honors as usual, and he hit a perfect drive some 215 or 220 yards out. 1 was next
up. 1 tried to hit my drive somewhere near Steve's perfect placement, and luckily 1
succeeded. My ball hit the ground about 10 yards to the right of Steve's ball. It
bounced a little, and before it stopped rolling a large black colored bird picked up my
new Topflite. It flew very low back over our heads, and then went in the direction ofthe
hills which surround the course. We stood watching this unlikely event in amazement,
and in my case mixed with a little anger after the loss of my new ball.
We were playing our third shots, from near the edge of the green (I didn't say we
were pros) when once again a large black bird attempted to steal my ball. It swooped in
low, but we were near enough that our shouting discouraged it; it flew off and to the
left of the green.
Our birding experience was not over yet. We prepared to pitch and chip to the hole,
when we noticed the green was covered with Canada Geese - about thirty of them.
They reluctantly waddled off the green, and we finished the hole and the rest of our
round.
After finishing we went into the clubhouse to have some refreshments. 1 spotted the
man who was our starter, and said to him, "Who taught the crows to steal golfballs,
and where do they hide them?" He replied, "If you had taken a picture ofthe bird with
the ball in its mouth, we are offering a prize of twenty dollars. And by the way, it
wasn't a crow; it was a Common Raven. We have two ravens that occasionally do this.
You see this bird likes to decorate its nest with bright and shiny objects."
26 Elmcrest Dr.
Wheeling, WV 26003

R.D. 1, Box 114
Triadelphia, WV 26059
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The Winter Season
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December 1, 1982 to Febrnary 28, 1983
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Jim PhIIIlps, EdItor
809 Thom Street
PrInceton, West Virginia 24740

The winter season was the mildest in years. Most observers reported the big snow of
February 11 as the only deep snow ofthe winter. The season was dry and temperatures
were warmer than usual. Although there was no invasion of northern species there
were scattered reports of Evening Grosbeaks and Pine Siskins. Wintering waterfowl
were also scarce. Despite the absence of waterfowl and northern species most
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) compilers had good reports. The Pipestem CBC and the
Lewisburg CBC indicated several resident species to be at a ten year high.
Last summer the Thirty-Fourth Supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union
Check-List of North American Birds appeared in The Auk. As expected some of our
bird names have changed. For the most part the change will involve the addition of
northern, eastern, common, or American to the name to which we have become
accustomed. In instances where the name has changed completely I have included the
old name in parenthesis.
Loons, Grebes, and HeroM - A Common Loon was seen on the Cheat River near
Kingwood, Preston County on Dec. 1 (GF). Homed Grebes were reported for
December in Hancock County by the Chandlers. A few Pled·bllled Grebes wintered in
the region. Great Blue Herons were common throughout the winter. A high count of a
dozen were found on the Charleston CBC (NG).
Waterfowl - A Tundra Swan (Whistling) was seen on the Monongahela River,
Greene County, Pennsylvania (RB) and one spent several weeks on a pond near
Dailey, Randolph County (KR). Canada Geese were reported throughout the region
and in good numbers. Mallards were the only ducks to winter in large numbers. Norris
Gluck reported a flock of nearly 100 at Coonskin, Kanawha County. American Black
Ducks were found at Huntington (JM), Terra Alta (GF), and on the Kanawha (HG) and
New (OJ) Rivers. Gadwall were seen on Seneca Lake, Ohio (WA) and Shenandoah
Lake, Virginia (KF). The only Bluewlnged Teal seen was during December.in Hancock
County (EC). An American Widgeon was seen on Seneca Lake in February (W A) and
Gluck found three or four at Coonskin. Northem Shovelers were in Virginia throughout
the period (KF) and one was seen on Plum Orchard Lake during the Oak Hill CBC
(GW). The only Wood Duck for the period was the one on the Huntington CBC (JM).
Late in the season Gluck found a Canvasback on the Kanawha River.
A Ring-necked Duck was seen on the Huntington CBC and they were moving
through the Kingwood, Preston County area by the end of February (GF). Lesser
Scaup were seen at Seneca Lake, Ohio on Feb. 27 (WA). Common Goldeneyes were
reported from several areas but in lower numbers than usual. The only large flock of
Buffleheads seen were the 110 on the Kanawha River on Dec. 12 (HG). Three
OIdsquaws were seen during December on Shenandoah Lake, Virginia (KF). One
Ruddy Duck was seen on the Huntington CBC (JM). Low numbers of H09ded
Mergansers were reported. Common Mergmsers were seen at Seneca Lake, Ohio
Feb. 27 (WA).
Vultures and Hawsk - Reports of Turkey Vultures seemed confmed to Mercer,
Summers, Monroe (JP) and Greenbrier Counties (CH) in West Virginia. Black Vulture
numbers were considered average in Greenbrier County, West Virginia and
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Harrisonburg, Virginia (KF). One was seen Feb. 10 at the New River Gorge ~ridge,
Fayette County (GW). Wintering Sharp. shinned Hawks were found at Huntington,
Lewisburg, and Princeton in West Virginia and in East Liverpool, Ohio (NL). Cooper's
Hawks were reported on many Christmas Bird Counts. Red-talled and Red-shouldered
Hawks appeared in good numbers. Hullet Good observed a pair of Red·shouldered
Hawks in their courtship flight near Elkview, Kanawha County on Jan. 29.
Rough-legged Hawks wintered in East Liverpool, Ohio (NL), Highland and Augusta
Counties, Virginia (KF), Watoga State Park, Pocahontas County (GW), and the
Pipestem area of Summers County (OJ). A mature Bald Eagle was observed at Seneca
Lake, Ohio (WA) in late February. An adult Golden Eagle was seen Jan. 11 in Augusta
County, Virginia and an adult and an immature were seen Jan. 14 in Highland County,
Virginia (KF). A Northem Harrier was seen in the Lewisburg area Dec. 24 (CH) and
two were seen on the Huntington CBC (JM). West Virginia and Ohio observers
reported American Kestrels wintering in better numbers than usual.
Galllnaceous, Shorebirds, and Gulls - Ruffed Grouse seemed to be in good
numbers. Northem Bobwhite numbers remain low except in Virginia. Five were
reported on the Lewisburg CBC (CH) and three on the Huntington CBC (JM). Coveys
numbering as many as 20 birds were found in Virginia (KF). Th~ ?nly report o~ Wild
Turkeys were the eleven on the Pipestem CBC (OJ). A Chukar VISIted a feeder m the
Princeton, Mercer County area daily during February (JP). This species is listed. by
George Hall (List of West Virginia Birds) as an unsuccessful introduction in the state.
The origin of this particular bird could not be determined. A couple dozen Ame~can
Coots wintered on a flyash pond in South Charleston (HG). Killdeer appeared to wmter
well in the area. The Huntington CBC reported 115 on Dec. 27 (JM). The only
American Woodcocks reported were the two in Clendenin on Feb. 5 (HG). Eleven
Common Snipe were seen on the Lewisburg CBC on Dec. 21 (CH). Single Ring-billed
Gulls were seen in Princeton, Mercer County (JP) on January 31 and Shenandoah
Lake, Virginia on Dec. 6 and Jan. 15 (KF). The only other gull found was a Bonaparte's
Gull at Shenandoah Lake during January (KF).
Doves through Kingfisher - Most contributors considered the Mourning Dove
population to be very high. The Chandlers found them collecting ne~t m~te?~l by the
end of the period. The only Common Bam-Owls were those m Vlrgillla (KF).
A few Eastem Screech-Owls were reported. Ralph Bell erected a nesting platform for
Great Homed Owls on his farm in Clarksville, Pennsylvania. He reports a female
sitting on eggs on Feb. 19. A Snowy Owl was present in Augusta C~u.nty, Virginia fr?m
Dec. 31 through Jan. 16 when it was found dead from malnutritIOn (KF). Maxme
Thacker observed two of these birds in Upshur County, West Virginia from Dec. 15 to
Jan. 19. Three Short-eared Owls remained at the Weyers Cave Airport, Virginia
throughout the season. At the end of the period five birds were present (KF). There
were several reports of Belted Kingfishers.
Woodpeckers - There were many records of Northem Flickers. Bell r.eported a
record 21 on the Clarksville CBC. PlIeated Woodpeckers were at a ten-year hIgh on the
Lewisburg (CH) and Pipestem (OJ) CBC's. Red-bellied Woodpecker n~mbers also
seemed to be high. Two Red-headed Woodpeckers were seen on the LeWIsburg CBC
(CH) and one on the Oak Hill CBC (GW). A few Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were
reported. Downy Woodpecker numbers seemed to be up in most areas.
Phoebe through Wrens - Eastem Phoebes were reported from Upshur County
(MT) and Summers County (OJ). Homed Larks were listed in average numbers in
Greenbrier County (CH) but were considered to be low in Virginia (KF). Blue Jays and
American Crows seemed to be in good numbers. Common Ravens were seen on the
Oak Hill (GW) and Pipestem (OJ) CBC's. Chickadees, Tufted Titmice and
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White·breasted Nuthatches were present in better than usual numbers. A few
Red·breasted Nuthatches were reported in Virginia (KF). In West Virginia one was
seen on the Lewisburg CBC and three on the Huntington CBC. A House Wren was
seen on the Huntington CBC. A few Winter Wrens were reported. Carolina Wrens
were reported in good numbers. Even the population in the northern part of the region
seemed in better shape than in the past couple of years.
Mimics, Thrushes and Warblers - Northern Mockingbirds were seen throughout
the region. Two Gray Catbirds were found on the Oak Hill CBC (GW) and one was
found Dec. 10 by Johnson in Uniontown, Pa. A Brown Thrasher spent the winter in
Virginia (KF) and Breiding found one at McClintic Wildlife Station, Mason County,
Feb. 19. American Robins wintered well in the area. A few Hermit Thrushes were
found during the winter. There were many reports of Eastern Bluebirds. Bell reported
67, a record high, on the Clarksville, Pa. CBC and Musser reported an amazing 106 on
the Huntington CBC. Golden·crowned Kinglet numbers were average in Virginia,
higher than usual in central and southern West Virginia and low elsewhere. There
were few reports of Ruby.crowned Kinglets. Sightings of Cedar Waxwings were
scarce. The only report of Water Pipits was in Augusta County, .virginia on Dec. 8
(KF). A Loggerhead Shrike was seen on the Lewisburg CBC (CH). This species was
seen regularly in the Augusta County area of Virginia (KF). Yellow.mmped Warbler
sightings were spotty. Some areas had record numbers while other areas lacked the
species entirely.
Blackbirds - Eastern Meadowlarks were found on the Huntington (JM), Lewisburg
(CH) and Pipestem (OJ) CBC's. Red.winged Blackbirds were found on the same bird
counts as the meadowlarks. Elsewhere they returned during February. A Rusty
Blackbird was seen in Oak Hill on January 2 and again on February 6 (GW). Common
Grackles were seen on the Huntington (JM), Oak Hill (GW) and Pipestem (OJ) CBC's.
Elsewhere they returned during February.
Finches and Sparrows - Northern Cardinals seemed to be in normal numbers. The
only flock of Evening Grosbeaks was in Augusta County, Virginia (KF). One was seen
in Lewisburg and two in Huntington. The pair of DIckcissels that were in Highland
County, Va. last October were still present on Jan. 14 (KF). Purple Finches were
present in most areas. House Finches seem to be established in most of the region.
Pine Siskin reports included two in the Pipestem area (OJ), two in the Lewisburg area
(CH), two in the Elkview area (HG), seven in the Huntington area and nine in the
Augusta County area of Virginia (KF). American Goldfincbes were common during the
winter. A few Rufous·sided Towhees could be found throughout the period. Six
Savannah Sparrows were seen on the Huntington CBC (JM) and one was present in
Augusta County, Virginia (KF). Dark.eyed Juncos wintered in normal numbers.
Thirteen American Tree Sparrows were found during the winter in Augusta County,
Va. (KF). One was present in East Liverpool, Ohio (NL). ChIpping Sparrow sightings
include two in Huntington (JM), one in Elkview (HG) and one in Augusta County, Va.
(KF). Good numbers of FIeld Sparrows remained in the region. A few White·crowned
Sparrows were reported and White·throated Sparrows were fairly common. There
were scattered reports ·of Swamp Sparrows. Most observers considered the Song
Sparrow population to be normal.
Contributors - William Armstrong (WA), William Baker (WB), Ralph Bell (RB),
George Breiding (GB), E.R. Chandler (EC), Gary Felton (GF) , Kathleen Finnegan
(KF), Norris Gluck (NG), Hullet Good (HG), C.O. Handley, Jr. (CH), Ann Harris (AH),
Virginia Hoover (VH), Oliver Johnson (OJ), Virginia Johnson (VJ) , Nevada Laitsch
(NL), Janice Musser (JM), Glen Phillips (GP) , Kay Rennix (KR), Maxine Thacker
(MT) , and Gary Worthington (GW).
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Birdwatchers Needed for W. Va. Breeding
Bird Atlas Project
Birdwatchers are being sought as volunteer field surveyors for the West Virginia
Breeding Bird Atlas Project, a five year effort to map the distribution of the state's
breeding birds. The project is sponsored by the West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources Nongame Wildlife Program and the Brooks Bird Club. Other clubs are
invited to participate. Dr. Albert R. Buckelew, Jr. of Bethany College, and Dr. George
A. Hall and Dr. Robert Whitmore of West Virginia University are co-directors.
Now in its organizational phase, the project will begin in January 1984. Volunteers
will survey plots of land called blocks noting the presence of birds as possible,
probable or confirmed breeders. There will be one block, approximately 5 km square,
in the south-east corner of each of West Virginia's topographic maps. In cases where
50% or more of the block falls outside of the state or in water, the block will be
disgarded. Other blocks will be added to cover areas of special interest such as Spruce
Knob or Cranberry Glades. Maps, field cards and instruction books will be provided to
all volunteers. Special training sessions will be held at the Brooks Bird Club Foray.
Day-long or shorter workshops will be held for interested clubs.
Using the information provided by field volunteers, a set of maps will be published
detailing the distribution of breeding birds in the state. The results will provide an
ecological baseline for future studies, help locate critical habitat for rare species,
identify new breeding birds, and clarify the status of known breeders. At the same
time, the project will provide an opportunity for birdwatchers to improve their skills
and become more familiar with our state's natural areas.
Vermont and Massachusetts have completed similar atlas projects, a project is
planned in Pennsylvania, and Maryland and Ohio have projects underway.
Like Christmas bird counts, a breeding bird atlas project provides birdwatchers with
an opportunity to make an important contribution to science. If you are interested in
participating in this study, or if you want one of the directors to speak to your
birdwatching club, Audubon Society, or natural history club, write to Dr. A.R.
Buckelew, Jr., Biology Dept. Bethany College, Bethany, W.Va. 26032.

Book Reviews
The Bam Owl by D.S. Bunn, A.B. Warburton and R.D.S. Wllson. 1982, Buteo Books,
P.O. Box 481, Vermlllion, S.D. 57069, illus., 280 pp., Price $32.50.
The secret, nocturnal habits of the Barn-owl make it a bird of mystery. Its scarcity
and uncertain status in West Virginia make it of great interest to most of us. Here is a
fine book by three British amateurs that gives us an intimate look at this favorite bird.
They combine almost 40 years of field experience, plus a thorough literature survey of
the biology of Barn-owls, into a very readable book. More scientific readers might
complain of a lack of formal data in some of their observations, but most readers will
enjoy their anecdotal style and first hand descriptions of Barn-owl behavior and life
history. Thirty-one black-and-white photographs illustrate the text.

THE REDSTART - JULY, 1983

101

The authors' experience enables them to contribute interesting details such as the
way the owl's face disk changes shape under various circumstances, hunting
techniques, the behavior of Barn-owls when disturbed at the roost, voice, courtship
and territorial defense. Many of their field observations were made on birds that
hunted at dawn and dusk, unlike most Barn-owls, which are usually strictly nocturnal.
This unusual situation allowed the authors to easily observe their subjects and make
many interesting contributions, especially to our knowledge of hunting technique and
territoriality .
They also include a great deal of information on Barn-owl diet in various locations
around the world, movements, habitat, interactions with other species, conservation
and folklore. The conservation and folklore sections provide some interesting
information on owl persecution and causes of mortality. There is a discussion of the
construction of Barn-owl nest boxes and their success under various conditions. They
also discuss breeding and release schemes. Some BBC members who have tried
putting Barn-owl boxes on poles and barns will find this discussion interesting.
Perhaps others will be encouraged to try the technique.
The book has some shortcomings. The authors did not color band owlets, and thus
lost some valuable opportunities. They refer to one group of owls as "forest owls,"
refering to the habit of these owls of hunting on newly planted forestry areas. This
reference might mislead some readers into thinking this hunter of open country can be
found in the forest as well. Overall though, The Bam Owl is a worthwhile addition to
any birdwatcher's shelf. Sooner or later you'll want to go out 'and observe some
Barn-owls, but before you do, read this book, it will add to your enjoyment.
I found the author's discussion of the Barn-owl's value to man especially true to
careful thought. The owl's favorite prey in most parts of the world, various species of
voles, are of little threat to man. Barn-owls take few rats and other larger pests,
prefering smaller animals of remote open country. It looks like we'll have to learn to
appreciate this beautiful bird for the same esthetic and scientific reasons we enjoy the
Peregrine Falcon and Winter Wren. A world without Barn-owls would be poorer
indeed.
HiJdng Guide to Monongahela National Forest and Vicinity. 4th Edition, by a
committee of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Book Division, 210 College
Park Dr., Monroeville, Pa., 15146, illus., 229 pp. PrIce $7.00.
All West Virginia outdoors people will want this guide to the 846,000 acre
Monongahela Forest. Over 200 trails amounting to nearly 1000 miles are described by
experienced hikers. There are many valuable notes on each trail. This is the only guide
available to this large area.

In The Literature
There are Eastern Bluebirds nesting within the town limits of Bethany, West
Virginia for the first time in memory. There are at least three pairs. Each uses a large
lawn or grassy area on the edge of town. One nest is active at this writing (May 26) in a
dead elm about 30 feet from the ground across the road from the Millsop Leadership
Center. Another is near the new pond. A third pair attempted to nest in a box near the
faculty apartments, but had to move when a House Wren filled the box with twigs. I
haven't found the new nest, but the pair is busy carrying food towards a likely area.
Bluebirds seem to be increasing in numbers here. They have always been easy to
find in the surrounding countryside, but did not nest near town. The last few years
there have been a few on the Bethany College campus in the winter, where they feed
on poison ivy berries. They frequent the Coal Bowl in the coldest weather, where the
surrounding brushy edge provides shelter, Multiflora Rose hips and other food. This
year they stayed to breed.
Why now? Have the many dead American Elms provided a surplus of nest holes?
Did the nest boxes put up along country roads near here by the 4-H youth provide a
surplus popUlation? Maybe they like the relatively new lawn of the Millsop Leadership
Center and the large field and grassy area around the new pond. The House Sparrow,
a competitor for nest holes, is as numerous as ever in town. Christmas counts show
about the same numbers over the past ten years. Whatever the answer, they are
welcome. Many townspeople comment on their beauty and grace. Students from urban
areas see them for the first time with excitement and wonder. Few birds can match the
Bluebird for charm and a kind of soft beauty. Its song, quiet and sweet, gives one's
soul a moment of calm in the midst of a busy day.
This would be a good time to put up some nest boxes here. According to Lawrence
Zeleny, author of "So Keep on Looking for the Bluebird", an article in the Spring 1983
The Living Bird Quarterly, properly constructed and maintained nest boxes can
markedly increase the numbers of Bluebirds in an area. Zeleny's article shows how to
build your own nest box. If you live in a suitable area, why not build a few and help the
Bluebirds. Bethany birdwatchers are happy to have this beneficial and beautiful bird
in our backyards and parks, maybe you can have this experience too.
A.R. Buckelew, Jr., Editor

A Guide to Bird Behavior, Vol. 1 Stokes Nature Guides, by Donald W. Stokes, Little
Brown and Co. 34 Beacon St. Boston Ma. 02106, illus., 336 pp., paperback, PrIce
$8.95.
This is a paperback edition ofthe book I reviewed in the January 1981 Redstart. The
paperback price is one dollar less than the hardcover edition. I bring this excellent
book to your attention again, because every breeding bird atlas worker should read it.
The behavior of a bird on territory is often distinctive. Common breeding behaviors
should be familiar to all atlas workers. Stokes' book is clearly written, free of technical
jargon, well illustrated and inexpensive.
A.R. Buckelew, Jr., Editor

102

THE REDSTART-JULY, 1983

THE REDSTART-JULY, 1983

103

PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE
Ornithological Books for Sale
The list QfWest Virginia Birds by GeQrge A. Hall ........................... $ .50
32 page booklet, CQver illus. by CarQI Rudy. Reprint Qf a Redstart article gives facts
Qn status and breeding recQrds fQr every bird species in the state Qf W. Va.
Birds Qf Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood ................................... $2.00
A Field Guide to. Bird's Nests by Hal H. HarrisQn ........................... $8.00
PetersQn Field Guide Series, 257 pps., 222 cQIQr phQtQS Qf nests and eggs, 222 bird
sketches. Info.. Qn range, habitat, etc. fQr species East Qf Miss. R. H.H.H. is past
president Qf the BBC and hQnQrary member. AutQgraphed.
Field Guide to. Western Bird's Nests by Hal H. HarrisQn .................... $10.95
Birds Qf NQrth America by RQbbins, Bruun and Zimm. illus. by Arthur Singer.
PQPuiar field guide, excellent cQIQr illus., range maps, field marks. AutQgraphed.
SQftback $5.70
Hardback $7.00
West Virginia Birds by GeQrge Hall ...................................... S20.00
The High Alleghenies by J. Lawrence Smith ............................... S15.00
DQzen Birding HQtsPQts by GeQrge HarrisQn. AutQgraphed ................. SlO.95
The Backyard Birdwatcher by GeQrge HarrisQn. AutQgraphed ............... S14.75
Add S1.OO fQr PQstage per Qrder.
Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stQPS bird watchers car .....................
Bumper Tag - BBC ....................................................
BBC ShQulder Patch ...................................................
BBC License Plate .....................................................

S1.00
S1.00
Sl.00
S2.00

REDSTART EDITORIAL POLICY
Original papers in the field Qf natural histQry are published in the Redstart. Papers
are judged Qn the basis Qf their cQntributiQns to. Qriginal data, ideas, Qr interpretatiQns.
Scientific accuracy is mQst impQrtant and to. this end an AdvisQry BQard, selected by
the EditQrial Staff, will review submitted papers. Papers shQuld be typewritten, dQuble
spaced Qn Qne side Qf the paper Qnly. Clarity and cQnciseness Qf presentatiQn are
very impQrtant.

BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP
The BrQoks Bird Club is a nQn-profit QrganizatiQn whQse Qbjective is to. enCQurage
the study and cQnservatiQn Qf birds and Qther phases Qf natural histQry. Membership
includes subscriptiQns to. the REDSTART and MAILBAG and entitles Qne to. all the
privileges Qffered by the Club. Classes Qf membership are: Student, S5.00; Active,
S12.00; Family S15.00; Sustaining, S25.00; Life, S200.00. Checks shQuld be written
payable to. the BrQQks Bird Club and mailed to. 707 WarwQQd Avenue, Wheeling, West
Virginia 26003.
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