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Reminiscences of an Old Buffalo
M. Graham Netting
Director Emeritus, Carnegie Museum of Natural HIstory

A View From Spruce Knob
Look , how the hills below
roll like the ocean and
anchored trees patterned
as coral beds sway in the
wind's waves .
The horizon ' s shore line
dips its hands into mist' s
blue waters and meadow
islands contrast their
textures in balanced spaces.
A hawk drifts on air currents
like a buoy undirected before
fog rises to obliterate the sea.
Eleanor Bush
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Science has benefited immeasureably
from the contributions of people from all
walks of life , working singly or banded
together in groups. This has been going
on for a long time . I recall reading in
I.cndon's Natural ffistory, by R.S.R.
Fitter, a list of the plants observed , and
recorded in Latin, by a group of friends
botanizing on Hampstead Heath - in
1629 ! Today one of the best ways to
recognize the devotees I won't
depreciate them by saying amateurs is that they often have better paying
occupations than scientists and finance
their own investigations without
wasting time writing grant requests.
In the United States one of the most
remarkable groupings of field naturalists is the Brooks Bird Club, now
celebrating its golden togetherness . I
can imagine some historian a century
hence mentally
activating
some
ultra- sophisticated data retrieval system and getting a printout of a Foray in
some West Virginia county. He would
certainly wonder how a few persons,
some of them teenagers , could mount a
brief but intensive inquiry into the
natural history of a limited area, and
attract a diverse group of students,
teachers, farmers, workmen, judges ,
housewives and doctors to spend their
vacations as volunteer field observers . I
can offer a partial an swer.
A quiet, dignified,
but very
knowledgeable naturalist at Oglebay
Park, A. B. Brooks , spoke of the Lord' s
land
and its birds and plants in such
June 1948. M. Graham Netting, curator
poetic fashion that he inspired those
of herpetology at Carnegie Museum, in
who took his bird walks, whatever their
charge of herpetological collecting at
ages. A cadre of energetic youngsters
Camp Thornwood.
flocked to the Oglebay Park Nature
Training School where I first encountered them in 193 1 when I led herpetological
excursions down Brooks Trail . Their enthusiasm could not be bounded by Park
activities, so in 1932 they banded together as the Brooks Bird Club, and many of the
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Sourdough table on a damp but not downpour day. June 4, 1933.
Photo by M. Graham Netting

group formed the advance guard that set up an extension of the Nature Training
School at Terra Alta on the Appalachian Plateau far east of the Ohio River Valley. I
recall many of the founders and camp crew, but if I attempted a listing I might
inadvertently omit some equally meritorious, so I shall content myself with recognition
of their acknowledged leader, Chuck Conrad . A. B. was the inspiration, but Chuck was
the organizer, trouble shooter and jovial general who kept the Club , the Terra Alta
Camp , and later, the Forays going. He was helped by many, but also by the weather.
In 1975, in a tribute to the BBC and Chuck Conrad , Maurice Brooks described
graphically one of the earliest Nature Schools when it rained for nine of our ten days at
Terra Alta , and " day by day the mud got deeper, blacker, and stickier. " Animal
behaviorists are fond of describing factors that promote group cohesion. In that
primitive camp , with tarpaulins over the kitchen and a few tables only, we literally
stuck together. Rank had no privileges; as a skinny young herpetologist I had to vie
with husky youth for an early place in the chow line, and then compete for a seat at a
sourdough table fully exposed to the downpour. Happily, Maurice Brooks conceived
the warming solution of square dancing in the quagmire after meals, later extended to
square dancing in the cold water of Lake Terra Alta as the nearest approach to a warm
bath. Maurice was the third key figure in the development of the Brooks Bird Club . In
addition to impromptu athletic director, he was a fountain head of knowledge about the
flora, fauna and localities of the state. It was impossible to travel with him into any of
the 55 counties without his meeting someone who had been one of his students at a
County 4-H camp , or at the University. He imparted knowledge so leavened with
anecdote that learning was fun.
At Terra Alta, Veeries ate in our company at meal times , then in the evening
obligingly accompanied A.B. ' s recitation of the poem featuring them. In an open field,
with the aid of a long rope dragged by willing students, I found Green Snakes in

"A.B." In typical field garb photographing me88 lIne at Camp Terra Alta. Note toy
bird attached to hi8 8weater by a prankster. June 4,1933. Photo by M. Graham Netting

Horse with mustache Terra Alta, W.Va. 1932.
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greater numbers than ever since. Salamanders were numerous and varied, and either
at this camp , or at one of the Forays later, two students , whose names I cannot recall in
my dotage, coined the word "herptiles " to encompass both ambibians and reptiles , so
useful that it is now widely used.
The most unique animal I encountered at Terra Alta, however, was owned by a
nearby farmer . It was the only horse I ever met that had a mustache, and as such is
worthy of having its portrait accompany this article.
I cannot conclude without mention of one of the memorable bird trips once held at
Terra Alta. An Oglebay Park truck driver, Arch Bitzer, drove the tents and camp gear
from Wheeling, then stayed to transport students , standing in the back of his truck, on
scheduled field trips. He was constantly exposed to greater concern for feathered
friends than in his usual haunts. He was gruff, but solicitous of the safety of the
students , and he came to accept the staff in spite of our preoccupation with the
unmanly pursuit of nature. One day he invited all the faculty except A.B. , to meet him
on the dirt road beyond camp after evening campfire. When we did so he produced
several Mason jars containing a colorless liquid that he informed us cost $.75 a quart,
because he refused to serve his friends that $.50 a quart rot-gut. A jar was circulated
and we learned why many mountaineers had a crease across the bridge of the nose.
We then strolled a short distance in the soft darkness until Arch cried, "Hush , yon's a
huckmuck!" As we listened companionably, the jar was circulated . Thus the bird walk
continued , with each colorfully named exotic toasted in moonlight and moonshine until
we circled the lake. None who accompanied Arch ever forgot the night walk, but his
bird list never appeared in The Redstart.

Cedar Lakes
Thru a row of red pin oaks
and scattered cedar trees,
lake banks are the nesting place
for wild wisteria vines.
Along one far bank trail
bristle-tipped Christmas ferns
are greener under long-past
goldenrods and withered asters.
Beside the water's edge
from which spikeru sh
and yellow reeds emerge ,
sun-rays bounce to silver
a solitary scaup
as he swims about
in hill-cast shadows.
Paired dragon flies
ra.ce against each other, hold .
In fluttering grasps
fertile eggs eject on water grasses.
Eleanor Bush
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The Brooks Family
EarlL. Core

Not only the Brooks Bird Club, but also Brooks Hall, the biology building on the
campus of West Virginia University, serves as a memorial to the best known and most
distinguished family of naturalists in West Virginia. The family of Adolphus and
Josephine Brooks , of French Creek, included nine children , of whom four boys became
widely known for their love of nature. They made many trips into the virgin forests of
the Appalachian Mountains in the closing days of the last century and early days of
this century, frequently being accompanied by naturalists from other parts of the
country. Here they "held communion with the visible forms of Nature" and were able
to interpret them for the benefit of others.
It is quite fitting that these memorials remain
to remind us of the contributions of this family in
making known to us the really beautiful things of
life .
Fred Ernest Brooks was born June 8, 1868 and
studied in the local schools of Upshur County. He
did not attend college but attained a wide
knowledge through reading and observing. He
and his family lived for a while at Morgantown,
where he was on the staff of the West Virginia
Agricultural . Experiment Station. Later he
returned to French Creek with a research position
on the staff of the U.S. Bureau of Entomology,
supervising projects throughout Eastern United
States . He died on March 9, 1933 and a eulogy
published in The West Virginia Review said of
him that he had been " a powerful force in
bringing to our people a true appreciation
of.... life at its best. "
Alonzo Beecher Brooks was born May 6, 1873.
He studied in the public schools, then at West
Virginia Wesleyan College and at West Virginia
University, where he received a bachelor of
science degree .
A. B. Brooks
He served as forester for the State Geological
Survey and in 1911 published a book on West
Virginia forests still used as a standard reference . Another book , We8t VIrgInla Trees,
published in 1920, is also much used today. He held various other positions but is
certainly best known for his work as naturalist at Oglebay Park , from 1928 until 1942.
Here he was director of the Ogle bay Park Nature Training School, attracting hundreds
of students from near and far, bringing nature to the level of young and old alike. He
died May 16, 1944 , but it has been said of him that "he lives in every tree , every
flower , every bird and every scampering furry creature at Oglebay Park, for into the
development of Oglebay, .... he poured the richness of his great soul."
Earl Amos Brooks was born April 20, 1871 and died April 4, 1952. He graduated
from West Virginia University and also received a degree in Theology from Western
Theological Seminary. He was a minister in various churches, in West Virginia and in
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Massachusetts, and taught biology in Boston University from 1929 to 1941. He made
numerous trips into the mountains , with his brothers and other people, and was the
author of various books on West Virginia birds .
Although less well known than his brothers, Chandler Linn Brooks was also .a
naturalist and was included among the four for whom Brooks Hall was named. HIs
portrait hangs with the others in the biology building. He was a carpenter and builder
and spent several years as superintendent of buildings and grounds at West Virginia
University.
From the love of nature they gained" a voice of gladness, and a smile and eloquence
of beauty ," and have inspired many others to do likewise.

The Brooks Club and West
Virginia Ornithology - A 50-year
Association
George A. Hall
The fifty years since the founding of the Brooks Bird Club have seen not only some
changes in ornithology as a subject , but also have been a period of growth of our
knowledge of West Virginia birds as well .
.
In 1932 the science of ornithology was still largely concerned with matters of
taxonomy, distribution and life histories. There were relatively few professional
ornithologists and few universities offered advanced training in the field. At that time
the amateur bird student could and did contribute much of importance to the science.
It was in this atmosphere that the Brooks Bird Club was founded , and from the start
the members of the Club did contribute much of ornithological value.
But today ornithology as a science and bird watching as a passtime for amateurs
have greatly diverged. Ornithology now hardly conce~s itself with .d i s~ributi onal and
life history matters. The subjects of physiology, behaVior, and quantttative ecology are
currently in the forefront , and the techniques used to study these are generall ~ not
within the power of the amateur. There are now a large number of profeSSional
ornithologists and many colleges and universities are training these people. .
The number of amateur bird students has also expanded tremendously, and mdeed
as long ago as 1950 a paper entitled , "Birding, the sport of the half-century " appeared
in Audubon Magazine. The emphasis of these amateurs has generally been away from
the scientific matters, and has largely been concentrated on identification, an art or
skill which has been raised to new heights, and on compiling long life lists and other
lists . Devotees of sport have been greatly aided by the ease and convenience of
transportation which certainly was not available in 1932.
.
.
In its own way the Brooks Bird Club has also evolved , and smce the members of this
Club have always been interested in things other than birds, the activities of the Club
have been channeled along the lines of ecology. It must be admitted however , that the
ecology as practiced by the Club , is far removed from the computer-assisted ecology of
the University departments .
By 1932 the basic outlines of West Virginia bird life were well known . T~e history of
this development has been traced in some detail (Hall , MS). In 1929 P.e. Bibbee wrote
a masters thesis (later published as an Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin) on
the Birds of West Virginia. His list, which had not changed by 1932 contained 260
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extant species, when corrected for the difference in classification between then and
now, of which approximately 140 could be said to nest in the state. Bibbee' s accounts
do not always make it clear whether actual nestings had been found. In the subsequent
50 years these numbers have been increased to 302 extant (+ two extinct) species on
the list with 175 known nesters (Hall, 1982). Besides this list of species the general
distribution of the birds was pretty well worked out. This was largely the result of the
efforts of the several members of the Brooks family who had for a number of years
systematically visited many of the lesser known areas of the state. But even with this
material available in 1936, the Smithsonian Institution felt it necessary to send a
year-long expedition to explore the State (Wetmore, 1937). Even though the broad
outlines were known, many details remained to be worked out, and indeed all of these
distributional details have not been fully solved even today.
It is not a coincidence that there has been a burgeoning growth in our knowledge of
the birds of the state in the fifty-year period since the founding of the Club. It is
worthwhile to evaluate the ways in which the Club has contributed to this knowledge,
but at the outset we should draw a distinction between the activities of the Club as a
group , and the activities of the individual members.
Most of the 40 odd species added to the state list since 1929, have indeed been first
found in the state by members of the Club, but it is probably true that very few of these
discoveries have actually been made as a result of the activities of the Club. The only
exception that I can recall was the discovery of a singing male Western Meadowlark in
Jefferson County that was made by a car caravan on a BBC field trip. The others have
been made by individual activity, both of members and non-members of the Club. This
is not unexpected since the addition of new birds to a state list is largely a matter of
happenstance.
However , many of the 35 additions to the breeding list have been made on Club
outings . Occasionally on these outings concerted efforts have been made to find the
nests of some species . The Purple Finch, Hermit Thrush , and Brown Creeper are some
of the birds whose first state nests were found on BBC outings .
The single most important contribution of the Club is probably the institution in 1940
of the Annual Forays (followed much later by the Sorties) . These organized week-long
(on some cases two-week) outings have been located more or less systematically over
the whole state. On these affairs many of the fine details of bird distribution have been
worked out , and are still being worked out. As mentioned above , there has been a
strong ecological flavor to these outings , even though the actual ecology is a little
" old-fashioned. "
It was on the 1948 Foray that the late W. R. DeGarmo introduced the members of
the Club to quantitative census taking, in the form of the Singing Male Census
method . In the intervening 34 years a large number, averaging four to five a year, of
these censuses have been made. Almost all habitat types in the state have been
sampled in this manner, and no other state or other organization can boast of so many
quantitative data . Many of these censuses have been repeated after a lapse of several
years and so there has been some monitoring of the popUlation changes in those areas .
Besides the Forays the Club has carried out an extensive program of field trips to
variou s parts of the state. The principal benefit of these trips has been to introduce
people to some of the more interesting birding areas of the state. Having becolne
acquainted with these areas on field trips many people often turned to these areas for
their own personal research, much to the benefit of ornithology. Thus the Allegheny
Front Migration Observatory project was started by Ralph Bell and the writer, and was
not a Bird Club project . But neither Bell nor I would have thought of carrying out this
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project had we not been introduced to the Dolly Sods region on Bird Club outings , and
indeed if we had not observed the large warbler flights along this ridge while on
hawk-watching outings of the Club.
Like the census taking , hawk-watching in the state was really initiated by DeGarmo
in the early 1950s , and in this case Club activities , particularly those of the group from
Charleston, have continued to carry out these worthwhile studies.
The Club has not been very successful in sponsoring cooperative projects among the
members. Several such projects have been started over the years, but it appears that
the members of the Club are too independent minded to care for such organized
activities. They much prefer to carry out their own work.
Finally there is The Redstart. The regular pUblication of this journal with its close
attention to new information about West Virginia Birds has been of first importance.
This was particularly true in the early days of the Club when each issue bristled with
new and important facts. As this information accumulated it was inevitable that new
data would come more slowly, and so our later issues are not so full of exciting new
developments as were the early issues. But The Redstart remains the most tangible
contribution of the Club to West Virginia Ornithology.
We can summarize the situation, I believe, by saying that the major contribution of
the Brooks Bird Club to West Virginia ornithology has been to provide a proper,
healthful, and stimulating atmosphere for the study of that ornithology. This is no
small achievement. Prior to the founding of the Club , bird students in the state were
isolated from one another. After 1932 the lines of communication between these
students were open, and a total environment for progressive work was established.
Thus the expansion of knowledge that has occurred in these 50 years stems directly
from the existence of the Club. It is not really possible to know what the status of our
knowledge would have been had the Club not existed, but the chances are that West
Virginia would have still been in the ornithological dark ages.
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The Brooks Bird Qub,
Swainson's Warbler and I
Hal H. Harrison

When planning to photograph in natural color the nests and eggs of breeding birds
east of the Mississippi for my Peterson Field Guide, Field Guide To Birds' Nesta, I
expected it to be very difficult to find the nests of several not-so-common species. One
of these was Swainson' s Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii), a bird that typically nests
in southern canebrake swamps. In more recent years , however, the bird had been
discovered nesting in certain mountainous areas, in wooded ravines, and in laurel and
rhododenron thickets .
It was in just such a wooded ravine that Swainson's Warbler was found nesting in
the Donnley' s Hollow area near Charleston, W .Va. As a result of much field work,
Russell DeGarmo and Eleanor Simms discovered a loose colony of Swainson's which
nested annually in this habitat.
In order to obtain a color photo for my Field Guide, I appealed for help from the
Charleston Chapter of the Brooks Bird Club . A large contingent of members turned out
one Sunday in May to help me locate a nest which I could photograph to fill in a void
that existed in my file of pictures . We were successful. Two nests were found. I
photographed one with eggs, a picture that now appears on Page 177 of the Field
Guide. I came back a week later and photographed stills and motion pictures of the
pair of Swainson' s feeding young in the second nest.
To find this nest in a southern swamp had seemed like an impossible job for me, but
with the help of the Brooks Bird Club my task was made easy in the Charleston region.
I have always been grateful for this help and cooperation.

Panther Knob
We climbed the
mountain's vertebra
to its final
form, sensing that
before the earth
had meaning, across
the ocean plains
this mountain rose,
vibrant as a
coming hurricane.
Now silence
holds the beat of
rock-bound grains
crumbling to Medina
sand and holding
there false heather,
nailwort and saxifrage.
The sands will
covet these possessions
until the final phase
of licken covered
motion is but one lost song.

Eleanor Bush

B 11 09 - Swainson's WariJler pair at side of nest.
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Photo by Hal H. Hanlson
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A Salute to The Brooks Bird Club
Merit B. Skaggs

In 1932, our country was in
the Great Depression with
many people out of work.
Gasoline was 18c per gallon,
eggs were about 20c per
dozen, milk was 17c a quart
and laboring jobs paid 50 to
60 cents an hour! Street cars
were a good means of
transportation with local
fares at 10c. Hot dogs and ice
cream cones were 10c and
bread was 11c a loaf. Most
states had railroads giving
good service for
both
passengers
and freight.
Steam locomotives pulled
trains that had mail cars and
letters were sent all over the
United States with 2 cents
postage. The best bargain
was the postcard, printed by
the government, and they
M. Skaggs and J. Aldrich
were one cent each!
Someone told us about the Oglebay Park bird walks on Sundays led by Mr. A. B.
Brooks. In the years 1931 to 1933, Marion and I attended several of the walks. There
we met the Conrads, the Handlans, Russel West and others. West invited us to see his
horne and the club room at 113 Edgewood St. The room was called " Duck Inn" and
The Redstart was mineographed there.
In 1932 and 1933, the nation was largely in drought. This resulted in the water level
in most lakes being low. Many lakes had a good many acres of mud exposed .
Shorebirds that had nested in Canada found the mud flats to their liking, especially at
Lake Milton and Pine Lake. It seemed that the term mudpipers would be better than
sandpipers. I invited the BBC to schedule a trip to Lake Milton to see the shore and
water birds . This was done . On the appointed day we were awakened by a lot of BBC
members pounding on our door at Niles, Ohio about 4 o' clock in the morning. Someone
miscalculated as to travel time. About 200 or so water and shorebirds were at the
mudflats . In the course of three or four hours, some BBC members added about a
dozen birds to their life lists. Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers, Yellowlegs,
Semipalmated Plover, Pectoral Sandpipers, Stilt Sandpipers and others were
identified. Later, I remember a day when about 15 people came from the Wheeling
area to Youngstown to spend part of the day in the beautiful Mill Creek Park. Not long
after that, the BBC voted to make me an Honorary Member. I appreciated that very
much.
The word Foray is defined by Webster as "action to plunder or to raid for spoils,"
but this is not so in regard to the BBC activity each summer. Despite gasoline and
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meat rationing, the 1943 Foray was scheduled for Terra Alta, West Virginia. Marion
and I attended and enjoyed it a great d.eal. The early morning bird walks, excellent
good food, bird observations, camp fires were both interesting and instructive. Each
day was different and not always as scheduled. Who can forget the large tents? We
can recall the tent used by single men, Bill Legg, John Handlan and others called "The Rat's Nest."
The Brooks Bird Club now marks its 50th year of activity. The following items stand
out as their constructive work over the years.
1. Greatly increased the records relating to species of birds found in West Virginia.
Prior to 1932 there were only a few articles on birds published in the state. The
Redstart has published a great many items on birds and the ecology of West
Virginia. The flow of information has been constant.
2. Breeding birds were studied and nesting records were documented on cards for
Cornell University.
3. The Brooks Bird Club not only studied birds, but has been active in publishing
items concerning flowers, ferns, trees and other living things.
4. The BBC has worked to have both large and small areas set aside for wildlife
preserves.
S. Local Newspapers were and are used to inform the general public of the need of
cooperative action to keep our woods and streams preserved for future
generations.
6. BBC members from many states and some foreign nations come to attend
meetings and forays and find people from all walks of life and exchange ideas.
The common denominators are nature study, good fellowship and good food . The
cool nights and clean mountain air makes every one feel better. Camp fires at the
Forays and other programs are both interesting and rewarding.
7. BBC not only had the honor of being host to the Eastern Bird Banding
Association for an annual meeting some years ago, but club members spend a lot
of time with several banders on Dolly Sods. Thousands of birds have been
banded there with BBC help.
The above items are some of the reasons why I enjoy being a member of The Brooks
Bird Club. The BBC has really helped put West Virginia on the map.

Some Highlights of a Bird-Banding Hobby
Harold E. Burtt
My first bandee was a Starling on March 27, 1960 and my last a Grackle on June 10,
1976. Quite a lot happened in between. I retired from teaching Psychology in June,
1960 and thus had ample time to devote to hobbies.
I began with a modest program and a few back-yard traps. Then in the fall of 1963, I
teamed up with Dr. Maurice Giltz of the Zoology Department at Ohio State. We built a
decoy trap on the University farm and launched a sizeable program. I did practically all
the banding, but Maurice provided the moral and financial support.
The trap was large - 80 x 40 x 7 feet. It was baited with cracked com, two large
shallow pans of water and always at least a dozen Starlings as decoys. An abandoned
chicken coop was transported to the area and provided with a propane gas heater for
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winter banding. I banded almost daily year-round except for an occasional interruption
by severe weather or a Brooks Bird Club Foray or some other vacation activity. Many
days I handled over 100 birds.
Numerically, I did pretty well. Over 97 percent of the captures were Starlings ,
Cowbirds, Redwings or Grackles, but there were small numbers of 17 other species .
The total number of captures was 141,040. I did not band all of them. Some were given

to research people. Occasionally, I ran out of bands and sometimes with a large catch
and under pressure of other obligations, I merely counted them without banding.
However, 112,348 birds were banded and about two percent of these were recovered
somewhere. In addition, about 9000 birds were repeaters, i.e. they re-entered the trap.
Many of them repeated more than once , - one Grackle re-entered 70 times in one
summer. So the actual number of repeats comes to 23,014. Adding these to the
number of captures mentioned above , 164,054 birds actually were handled. The
program was discontinued when I reached the age of 86 and the activity became a bit
too strenuous.
The program implemented quite a bit of research. I published 41 articles in variou s
ornithological journals. One other publication might be mentioned that was only
marginally related to the banding project - a book on The Psychology of BInIs,
Macmillan, 1967.
A few of the more interesting scientific contributions may be mentioned .
1. I confirmed the findings of two previous investigators that Starlings tend to move
Northeast or Southwest rather than North-South like most species. Then I obtained
from the Wildlife Service a Magnetic tape containing records of all of the Starlings that
had ever been recovered, ' 22,467 of them. Our computer revealed the same
Northeast-Southwest tendency with this substantial sample. This result presumably
reflects the genetic tendency brought with the Starlings from Europe in 1890.
2. Birds in a decoy trap do not learn trap avoidance. On the contrary, if they are
replaced in the trap several times, they subsequently repeat more than do birds that
have been in the trap only once.
3. I measured some aspects of bird personality. Aggressiveness was evaluated by a
rating scale applied when the bird was held in the hand and threatened in a standard
fashion. Grackles and Cowbirds were the most aggressive . Complacency agitation was
measured by noting behavior in an observation cage and scoring five variables.
Starlings were the most agitated and Cowbirds the most complacent.
4. Flight behavior when released after banding was noted. Starlings flew faster and
farther than the others , - presumably due to the agitated personality just mentioned.
S. Grackles showed proportionally more returns (after 90 days) and more repeats
(after less than 90 days) than did the other species. This is a case of topophilia, which
may however be an intervening variable, while the real cause may be some aspect of
personality.
On the whole it was an enjoyable experience for this retiree and hopefully it made
some modest contributions to scientific ornithology.

Harold E. Burtt
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My Congratulations
My congratulations to the Brooks Bird Club on the occasion of its fiftieth
anniversary.
Long and closely associated with the Wilson Ornithological Society and an attendant
at many of its annual meetings, I hold among my fondest memories its three meetings
- at Jackson's Mill in 1950, at Wheeling in 1958, and again at lac.k son's Mill in 1978
- all co-hosted by the Brooks Bird Club. Nothing, it seemed, was spared in
arrangements for our comfort, convenience, and enjoyment. A result of these
meetings, as well as the times when I lectured in West Virginia for the National
Audubon Society, was many new and lasting friendships.
Sitting on my library shelves is a set of The Redstart, complete from the beginning
in 1933 and uniformly bound - in red, of course. What a fine little publication it has
been over the years, chock full of good ornithology and always well edited! It's a credit
to the holdings of any library.

Field Day In Upshur

OIln Sewall Pettingill, Jr.

Curiously wild yam tendrils
fingered low-puffed clouds
that daringly approached the earth.
Marshallia' s new budding blues
dyed the windy swaddling clouds
above Buckhannon's meadow banks
while Virginia snakeroot
dug deep to hide its flowers .
On a steep bank lanceolata ferns stretched
to pierce their rhododendron roof.
Far away Brewsters and Laurence warblers sang
their echoes of Black-throated blues and
Goldenwings, as if to spark the will
of wild yam tendrils feeling for infinity.
Eleanor Bush

OIln Sewall Pettlnglii, Jr.
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The Redstart Goes To Wu
The year was 1941 and it
was drawing to its close. All
of Europe was in a
Hitler-caused war, but only
its ripple effect had yet
reached the United States.
Japan was wreaking havoc
in China , an d the masses
throughout
Asia
were
nervously awaiting each
day' s new aggressions .
And on the local scene the
little group of outdoor
enthusiasts, who in 1932
had organized the Brooks
9 ird Club, were looking
tenth
forward
to
its
birthday.
The Club had enjoyed a
modest growth, with an
active chapter in the
Charleston area, and steps
in progress which would
extend its scope and
influence into the tri-state
area of the Upper Ohio
Valley. Two mimeographed
publications were appearing regularly under the
Club ' s auspices, The Redstart and The Mall Bag.
Summer forays continued
the activities of the earlier
Oglebay Nature Schools.
The Club was busy, and its
A. B. and Maurice Brooks at Blackwater Falls 1939.
future looked bright.
Then, just before the new
dawned,
Pearl
decade
Harbor erupted , and the United States was in a world war. Before it reached its close
every activity and every life would be changed; no person was destined to remain
untouched.
At first the immediate effects of war were tangential to the Club and its members.
Gasoline rationing was an immediate step ; at once field work was, of necessity,
sharply curtailed. If your car wore out, or even if you needed a new tire , you applied for
it through a very tough rationing board. Each month you were issued a rationing book,
with a specified number of red points to spend for meat and protein foods, and another

quota of blue points for starch foods; bacon and eggs , if you were lucky enough to find
any , required the surrender of red points . Your book had to last the month; you
thought about it before you spent your allowance .
Presently paper was in short supply , and that became more serious for a group
publishing two journals . Of course all men of military age registered for the draft, and
more and more young men began to be called up; significant gaps in the ranks showed
up with increasing frequency . Maintaining a mailing list of members involved an
ever-growing use of Army Post Office and Fleet Post Office addresses. So many of the
Club ' s active field workers were otherwise engaged that Red.s tart editors found
assembling copy more and more time consuming. Still the work went on , due largely to
the leadership and inspiration of a little group of devoted and dedicated workers
revolving around Chuck and Mary Kay Conrad, together with collateral members of
their families .
Then the blow fell that seemed to make further Club work almost impossible.
Although he was within weeks of being beyond draft age , Chuck Conrad was called
into service. There was serious talk of suspending Club activities; of putting all its
efforts on standby until happier times.
But a handful of the faithful determined that this wasn 't to be ; that the Club was too
rich in possibilities, and too promising in achievements to suspend without serious
effort. I was beyond draft age ; I was asked to assume editorship of The Redstart. With
a lot of misgivings , I agreed to do my best to keep the pUblication viable. With The
Redstart issue for December, 1943 , I became the journal' s editor.
The job of fin ding copy for each month's issue was formidible from the beginning;
there just weren't the usual field workers, and the few who remained outside uniform
found travel so restricted that local bird study became a necessity. Perhaps this was a
good thing; it certainly made for detailed and intensive observations .
It soon became apparent that the most promising sources of copy would be older
persons not in the services . I began to calI on them, and the responses were
remarkable; longer articles and short notes came in at good rates, and The Redstart
found contributors who had not before appeared in its columns. I quote from my first
statement of editorial policy:
"The Redstart has demonstrated its vitality by surviving through ten volumes, and
is now early in its eleventh year ... During its comparatively brief history (it) has
published more detailed faunal lists, and more notes dealing with West Virginia birds,
than have ever appeared in any other publication."
To list a few of the more notable articles which came to our columns, there were
George Breiding ' s "April Bird List in Central Ohio"; " A. B. Brooks - In
Appreciation" by I. B. Boggs; " Camp D'EAU, 1899," by Earle Amos Brooks; "A
Report of the 1944 Spring Migration in Ohio County," by Rhys Ritter; "Notes on
Swainson' s Warbler in Kanawha County, W.Va., " by J ohn W. Handlan; "Notes on
the Summer Birds of Fayette County, Pennsylvania, " by Maurice Brooks .
Others included " Birds of Camp Summers," by I. B. Boggs; " A Preliminary List of
the Birds of Western Nicholas County," by W. C. Legg; "Winter Birds in the Region
of Huntington, W.Va.," by N. Bayard Green; "Winter Birds of the Cranberry Glades,
Pocahontas County , W. Va.," by Worth Randle; " Birds of the Glenville Section," by
E. R. Grose ; " Distribution of the Wild Turkey in West Virginia," by Russell
DeGarmo; and " West Virginia ' S First Swainson' s Warbler Nest," by Eleanor Sims.
There were important notes by Bill Legg, Polly Handlan, M. B. Skaggs , Ralph
Dexter, the Shields , and numerous others . Also frequent reports on censusing and
other population studies, B.B.C. forays, detailed accounts of earliest Evening
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Grosbeak occurrences in the state, announcement of the first West Virginia
Conservation School, at Jackson' s Mill , and an especially significant and informative
article on BBC activities in wartime , by Kay Conrad. To show the scope of Club
activities, even in times of reduced membership , I quote from her account:
" ... The Club held a meeting the last Friday of each month, the program for which
included ... current business , a condensed review of correspondence from members,
the Club diary presented along with a list of birds recorded for the specific month ...
"The Club sponsored one Sunday afternoon walk each month during the winter.
These were held in the vicinity of a member' s home, and were followed by an informal
supper and sing. The Christmas census was taken on December 24 , and the results
sent to Audubon Magazine. During migration an early morning walk was scheduled
for each Sunday morning during April and May. The special event for the migration
season was Century Day , when members attempted to list one hundred species of
birds. The total count was 93.
... "As has been the custom for the past ten years, an informal "work session" is
held every Tuesday night in the Club Rooms . Local members gather to work on
mimeographing and assembling the publications , filing records , writing letters to
those in the armed forces , and handling the routine business of the Club. At Christmas
time, boxes were packed and mailed to each of the 26 members in the services .
... " One of the long-time aims of the Brooks Bird Club is to build up a club library.
Each year a few more books are added to the collection. Toward that end , the Club
either subscribes to, or exchanges with, the leading ornithological and nature journals.
Among these are The Condor, Audubon Magazine, Wilson Bulletin, The Auk, The

Cardinal, Bird Life, Natural History, Carnegie Magazine, The Prothonotary, and West
Virginia Conservation.
" Plans for the summer include an open meeting to which youth groups are to be
invited and at which a program of recordings of bird songs ... will be used to stimulate
interest in bird study. The annual fora y will be held in June ... the site is the Cheat
Club on Shavers Fork of Cheat River."
This, I submit, is not the program of a dying or defunct organization. As time and
travel restrictions permitted , I attended a few of these Tuesday evening work sessions
at 707 Warwood Avenue . There I always found Caroline Conrad , Dorothy Conrad ,
Mary Kay Conrad and her father , John Diemer, Eva Hays (when her health allowed) ,
and a scattering of other BBC members who happened to be available . These meetings
were what the name implied, genuine work sessions where everyone had duties and
was diligent in tending to them . To the little group of the faithful who kept the Club
going and The Redstart appearing, I wish to present my sincerest compliments, and
my deep thanks. The Club is celebrating its SOth anniversary because they kept the
faith .
When I think of the devoted service of a small group in allowing - no, insuring the Club' s survival, I think of the closing lines of J ohn Hersey's novel, The Wall. It is
the account of a half-million Jewish people sealed behind a wall in Warsaw by ruthless
azi masters . Day by day the gr oup was reduced as extermination furnaces were fed .
Finally , only a pitiful remnant survived , but these were determined , and they
subjected themselves to 36 hours in Warsaw; sewers , and so emerged finally to
daylight and survival, if not safety. The young woman who was their leader an d
inspiration looked about her at the freer world and asked one question , "What is the
program for tomorrow?"
Maurice Brooks
Morgantown, WV

20th reunion Camp Piedmont, Ohio 1952, REDSTART EdItors: Russ Degarmo, Jim
Olsen, John HandJan, Tom Shields, Maurice Brooks, Rust West and Mable Gorman.
Photo by H. Postlethwaite
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A Formula for the Future
George H. Brelding
Back in 1957 at the observance of the
Brooks Bird Club ' s silver anniversary, I was
one of the banquet speakers and Dr. George
A. Hall was the toastmaster . My talk was
titled, " What Is The Future of The Brooks
Bird Club?" In that presentation I made some
observations of the BBC as an organization
and suggested a "laundry list" of programs
and projects the club might undertake to
maintain its vigor and safeguard its future.
George Hall, then editor of The Redstart,
published that talk in the December 1957
issue.
I would like to reflect upon some of those
remarks I made on that warm first of
September evening at Camp Piedmont, Ohio.
One of the main points I tried to make was that
the future of the Brooks Bird Club would have
to be in the hands of leaders who would
provide a "program of renewal. " By that I
meant bringing younger-aged persons into the
club. I realize this is not an easy task and
won't occur unless an organized effort is made
to make it happen.
It's obvious that an organization or
institution that does not have a program or
policy to keep it alive and dynamic will in time
stagnate or no longer perform the functions
for which it was created.
George Brelding and PiIeated
Many of us who have been members since Woodpecker, wst River.
the early days of the club ' s existence believe
there are many worthwhile programs and valuable projects carried out by the BBe.
But those persons who were members back when the club was established and are now
observing the golden anniversary, in all probability, will not be around to celebrate the
club's 75th birthday.
Th.e:efore, if we would like to see the BBC continue the space and degree of
actIVItIes that we have known over the years , then some thought should be given to
how to do it.
With this thought in mind , I am going to concentrate on one main idea that involves
two main elements: (1) membership ; (2) program activities.
Step No.1
Sometime in the not too distant future , the president of the BBC will meet with the
officers and the executive committee, hold an informal " brain-storming" session on
how the BBC can attract younger members and develop a program geared to them .
Step No.2
1. After the officers and the executive committee have given the above matters some
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deliberation, the president will call together the officers, executive committee, the
trustees, the chairman of the various standing committees and other persons with
official capacity.
2. The recording secretary shall report to the above named groups what happened at
the first meeting in Step No.1. The meeting could be a special one or set up as a
"workshop session" at one of the periodic meetings of the club.
The idea is to design the BBC's own "think tank" to get the benefit of the adage ,
"All of us is smarter than one of us_" If such a meeting were held and if all the
above-named positions were represented, there is a possibility of involving 40 to SO
persons.
Step No.3
1. Divide the group into five sub-groups of eight to 10 persons. A discussion leader
and a recorder or reporter will be selected for each sub-group.
2. Some tools will be needed, such as flip charts (or sheets of plain paper flip chart
size) , heavy felt-tipped markers, masking tape. The latter to be used to hold the big
sheets of paper on the wall.
3. The sub-groups will go to some quiet corner and spend one hour discussing ways
and means in which new younger members can be brought into the BBC.
4. After one hour, the sub-groups will reconvene as a total group, and one by one
each of the recorders will report what was discussed and summarized point by point.
This reporting session will be brief, only 15 minutes (three minutes for each report).
No discussion at this time.
S. All the ideas and suggestions reported by the sub-groups will be incorporated in a
"master list" (on flip chart sheets) for future reference. All the points should be
screened, identified and listed.
6. Return to the sub-groups for 4S minutes to discuss possible programs for younger
members primarily in the age range of 15 to 30 years . Age categories will be discussed
further below.
7. The same procedure is to be followed for reporting by the sub-groups and
developing a master list of ideas.
8. The master lists now become the basis for a plan.
9. Sometime later the officers, the executive committee, the membership and the
program activities committees (if the latter does not exist, it should be appointed) will
review all the points brought out at the meeting of the sub-groups. A list of priorities
will be drawn up and general five-year plan of well-thought-out goals will be stated - a
plan of action l
10. The membership and program activities committees (five members each) would
each be charged with responsibility of formulating their own specific "five-year plan"
with major goals broken down into five " one-year objectives."
11. The membership and the activity program committee members will be appointed
to serve staggered terms so that there will be continuity of the committees, yet
coordinated with changes in administration. This system will bring a turnover in
committee personnel thus encourage a flow of new ideas and also maintain rapport
with one administration to the next.
Step No.4
Evaluation. At the end of each club year, the officers, the membership and the
program activities committees will measure the progress made toward the goals, note
successes and failures and set the next year's objectives.
I don 't think the above proposal has to be a painstaking and labor-burdened project,
only insofar that the goals and objectives be realistic.
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The committees will set their own goals tied to a timetable. For example, the
membership committee could set as one of its goals that in the first year and each
succeeding year it will bring into the BBC ten to twenty new members in the age range
of 15 to 21 years. That doesn't average a maximum of two new members per month.
Some of the prospects would be high school and college students a.nd young married
couples . Another goal of the membership committee would be to make its goals known
to and kept before the entire club membership and enlist its help in soliciting younger
members .
If the membership committee would bring in ten to twenty younger-aged members
each year for a period of five years, and if the program is viable, one can see the
ultimate impact on the BBC.
Whether the above approach or another type is taken, two points are significant: (1)
there must be a plan, and (2) the entire club membership should be involved to get as
high a degree of input as possible.
Correlated with the membership campaign, the program activities committee will
make a study of the age groups and plan activities geared to three arbitrary age
brackets: (1) young adults; (2) middle-age adults; (3) older adults. These may have to
be broken down into subcategories, such as high school students, college students ,
young married couples, etc. The program activities committee should enlist the aid of
a group of persons representing each age group to plan and conduct specific activities
for each age level. Presently the BBC is geared mainly to mature adults. If the
younger-aged membership campaign is effective eventually children's activities may
have to be considered.
Some of us who have been members of the BBC since the 1930's may find ourselves
limited in being able to go out on long, rigorous, backpacking and camping trips and
live under primitive conditions. I know that a lot of us back in those days slept on the
ground under open skies (sometimes wet ones) and were exposed to a wide range of
weather conditions. We enjoyed and thrived on them, but time takes its toll.
With these thoughts in mind, I would like to offer the above "formula for the
future" to one of the new incoming regimes to see what needs to be done and what can
be done to put the BBC' s missile on the launching pad, get ready to place it into orbit,
then fire it into space into an unknown yet certain future.
To accomplish the above tasks, there must be involvement, participation,
cooperation and commitment of a good share of the membership; otherwise all the
above is just so many words, just so much talk which reminds me of a quote I read one
time: "After all is said and done, there is more said than done l"
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The Brooks Bird Qub - 50 Years
George Burley
Anniversaries have a high content of
nostalgia. For the Club founders and charter
members references to 1932 and Oglebay Park
are said to evoke warm feelings and maybe
even raise hackles. For those of us who came
to experience the Brooks Bird Club at later
dates , the times and places of this first
association differ. For me it was Pocahontas
County at the foray held there in 1953. It was a
very moving experience rubbing elbows with
people like the late John Handlan, a founder
of the Club, Russ DeGarmo, Larry Hicks,
Floyd Bartley, Hal Harrison and all of the
other campers.
Since that first exposure I have watched the
Club grow in numbers and sophistication
while still retaining its appeal for the rank
amateur as well as the professional naturalist.
While the study of birds is still primary, the
total ecological picture has become more
important, and rightly so, since no segment of
nature stands alone in the environment.
New things have been tried over the years. George Hurley, p..t editor of'I1le
One such is the Sortie started by Charleston, Reclatari 1964.1976.
West Virginia members . This is, in essence, a
Foray on a smaller scale. Since its beginning in 1965 it has complemented the Foray in
helping to expand natural history studies in the state. It was started to study those
areas of the state not previously worked by the club because facilities to accommodate
a large group did not exist. Also, in the beginning when Forays were held after school
recessed, Sorties were held in Southern parts of the state where bird nesting peaked
prior to the end of school in the Spring.
While a strong nucleus of the charter members is still active, the future of the club
will, of course, be determined by our younger members. Hopefully, we will continue to
attract such people with the vitality, new ideas and the will to keep the Brooks Bird
Club ever strong and growing. So, hail to SO and look out 100 --- for here we corne l
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Reminiscences of Early Years
WithTheBBC
or
"I Like The Early Morning Best"
E. R. (Pete) and E. D. (libby) Chandler
As a Biology teacher in Chester High School in the '30' s, I felt that my knowledge of
the local flora and fauna was woefully inadequate. Fortunately, I met A. B. Brooks,
who invited me to attend the Oglebay Nature Leaders' Training School. What a great
experience: I got to know Dr. Maurice Brooks, Dr. George M. Sutton, Graham Netting,
Bayard (Bike) Green, leRoy Black and Leonard (Sody) Lewellyn, and many more
knowledgeable individuals. Also the stalwart Advance Guard group from Oglebay:
Chuck Conrad, Harold Bergner, John Handlan, Harold (Jim) Olsen, and Russell West.
In 1938, my first year, we camped in tents, slept on straw ticks on the ground, and it
rained more than half the two weeks we were there. Two of my tent mates were George
Breiding and W. C. (Bill) Grimm. We were new members. George, who was just out of
High School, brought his fishing gear, but he had no time to fish. In spite of the
inclement weather, all participated in the nature activities, campfires, square dances ,
song fests, etc.
John Handlan, Chuck Conrad and Pete Chandler, 1952 Foray, CabwayUngo.

Fred Klft, 1952 Foray, CabwayUngo.
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After the campfire programs, several of the older campers would hike to Terra Alta
to see the 11:00 p.m. B & 0 Train with Diesel locomotive go through town, and to visit
Fitchners' for dancing and refreshment. Often there was a hike around the lake in the
moonlight.
One amusing stunt at a campfire was the group's enactment of Sutton's talk on his
Eskimo experience when the actors,loaded with gear, hiked around the area using pie
plates to make tracks on the snow.
The next summer we camped in the open field next to the woods, and later some of
us returned to build the " slab-sides " building, dig a drainage ditch, and plant pine
trees between the campsite and the road. It was at Terra Alta that I got to know the
Bobolink, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Veery and the Chestnut-sided Warbler. (ERC)
After 1939 several of the older campers, wishing to learn more about other parts of
West Virginia, decided to organize the Foray. Lost River State Park was selected as the
first venture, partly because BBC member, George Flouer was Ranger there, and it
was here that Chuck Conrad began his long career as Foray Director. We were housed
in two cabins, and a third was used for headquarters and dining room, with Bert
Cromes as the cook. We followed the usual routine of nature study with specialists in
various fields acting as leaders . The highlight of one episode was the dissection of a
recently collected rattlesnake with George Arner, a mortician, doing the scientific work
assisted by Maxine Thacker. The snake ' s heart was put in a saline solution and it
continued to beat for some time . Another activity was an all-day trek to the top of Big
Ridge for sightseeing and lunch. In 1941 we repeated our Foray at Lost River where
this time some of the campers made the trip to the top of the mountain on horseback.
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The return over the steep trail proved difficult for some of the equestrians. It was here
that we first sang the Campfire Song "We Gather Here" written by John Handlan to
the tune of " Ciolito Lindo," and here also that we enjoyed singing again the " Opry"
tunes from our Reunions for which John had composed words depicting past camping
experiences of the group. Carolyn and Dorothy Conrad sang in some of the skits.
(ERC)
In 1942 we went to Holly River State Park where we stayed in cabins. The center of
attraction was known as " Cabin Occupied" housing the men. Some of us had our
families and there was "considerable confusion for a spell" when a nest of flying
squirrels was discovered in the sleeping porch where our children slept.
A few of us were on a hike along the entrance road when a tall man with a shoe box
under his arm approached and asked if we were part of the Brooks Bird Club he was
looking for. It was E. C. (Bill) Legg of nearby Nicholas County who had done excellent
work on the birds of his area, notably on the Swainson ' s Warbler. A great addition to
the camp - Bill helped us locate the Swainson' s Warbler, a new one for most of us. Mr.
Kee, a Swiss from Helbetia, was a visitor. He played an old fashioned squeeze box,
and enjoyed our singing of "The Swiss Walking Song."
In 1943 the camp was held at the Oglebay site at Terra Alta. I occupied the " Rats '
Nest" with John Handlan and Bill Legg. We were situated close to the inlet where we
could keep our refreshments cool. Mammal studies were carried on by the "Lemming
Aid Society." Because of World War II limitations we didn't range far afield and we
worked hard to match our birding and plant records with those of the previous Nature
Schools. (ERC)
In 1944 the Foray was held at Tomlinson Run State Park in Hancock County, where
Charles Long was Superintendent of the Park, and I was summer Naturalist. Because
of the War the group was small. George Breiding was Camp Director and Larry Hicks
led discussions on Ecology. This was Bill Wylie's first Foray. An interesting nest was

discovered: it contained several spotted round stones in a circle of barbed wire - the
nest of the Sora Reara. John and Nevada Laitsch visited the group here and became
BBC members. (ERC)
The 1945 Foray was at Cheat Lodge near Shavers Fork of Cheat River. It was
property of the Western Maryland Railway and was originally a private Hunting and
Fishing Lodge once visited by Thomas Edison, John Burroughs, Harvey Firestone and
Henry Ford during a trip they made in the West Virginia mountains. John Handlan
was Director of the small war-thinned group. This was Russ DeGarmo's first camp. He
ran a small-mammal trapline to use the catch as study skins. One jumping mouse
captured alive was released in a tight circle of campers so we could see it jump, and out
it did jump, a.n d away to freedom. (EDC)
By 1946 the War was over and a large group of BBC' ers held the Foray at Watoga
State Park. We were housed in cabins; some of them, such as the one where the
Laitsch's stayed , located almost a mile from the center of the Park. One of the field
trips took us to Cranberry Glades and while we were tramping around and botanizing
we were caught in a rainstorm, drenched and chilled. We returned to our cars and
some had to be revived with " spirits" to overcome our discomfort. During one of our
campfire programs in a picnic shelter the fire lighters used a trail of gunpowder to light
the fire . The trail started outside the shelter and by the time the burning powder
reached the logs in the fireplace it was a near explosion - sparks and blue smoke
enveloped the shelter. But eventually the air cleared and the program proceeded
without any casualties . On these occasions we were never without entertainment. We
had Handlan willing to tell Riley Wilson stories of the mountain people , Clyde Upton's
sermon, and Chet Schafer' s "Little Orley." Whip-poor-wills were numerous, one of
which persisted in singing from the porch railing on the cabin where Bert Cromes
stayed. His sleep was so disturbed that he finally got up and threw his shoe at it to
scare it away.
Camp Caesar in Webster County was the locale for our 1947 and 1956 Forays. One of
the features of this 4-H Camp was a large circular building for campfires. It had tiered
seats along the walls and a hole in the center of the roof for escape of smoke from the
campfire. At the '47 camp Russ DeGarmo organized a convoy to go to Gaudineer Knob
to meet with John Aldridge and Robert Stewart to learn the technique of making
breeding bird censuses by the singing male method, which we planned to do at future
Forays. We held a campfire program there and left quite late to return to camp. On the
way back one of the cars broke down and since it would not start it was up to the others
to take the passengers home, a trip of several miles. By the time we had made two
trips to take care of everyone it was almost daylight. We had trouble getting gas for the
second trip, and some of the waiting fellows slept on a pile of logs beside the road.
Another field trip was made to Cranberry Glades where we assisted a group of
well-dressed ladies from the Charlest on Garden Oub to cross through the high water
in the alder bushes into and out of Big Glade. It was a wet and muddy experience for
everyone. On our return " Short CUt" DeGarmo took us through gate after gate on a
very dusty forest service road where we were rewarded by the beauty of a mountain
side covered with Catawba Rhododendron in full bloom. At an outdoor campfire at
Caesar "fire from Heaven" streaked from a nearby tree top w fight the fire - a
kerosene soaked rag on a wire.
A visit to Hills Creek Falls was one of the trips during the '56 Foray at Caesar. In
those years the Falls area was in primitive condition and the approaches were quite
difficult to negotiate, even hazardous . Without trails and with interconnecting ravines,

Nevada and John LaUsch on DoUy Sods.
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including Roger Tory Peterson. I remember being on a searching party with Peterson
and Milt Troutman, ornithologist from Ohio. They got into an argument about a bird
they heard and saw - was it a Field Sparrow or a Bachman's Sparrow? - no agreement
and no solution , and the bird left the area. Floyd Bartley was a new camper this year.
In 1950 we stayed at the Girl Scout Camp Ann Bailey, in Greenbrier County, in
cabins on the hillside around a large wooden recreation and dining hall. The camp was
situated on a hog back reached by a steep road over a shale bank, difficult to approach
by car. We remember George Breiding conducting classes for a large group of our
children, and one brave Virginia lady having a cold shower every morning before
breakfast. Several study trips were made to Greenbrier State Forest and to Kate's
Mountain .
Davis , W.Va. was the locale of our 1951 Foray and we were housed in the Worden's
Hotel. This " citified" situation was a new experience for us, although we had Purple
Finches nesting in the spruce trees beside the hotel, and except for bird walks around
the town and along the Blackwater River we used our cars to reach the study areas and
other sites . DeGarmo organized a backpacking trip into the heart of Canaan Valley for
six members where they spent the night at " Red" Cooper' s cabin. They got drenched
and had an arduous hike, but felt well repaid for their efforts. Although we had a
building on the main street for our activities , our campfire site was some distance from
the hotel and most of us drove to a parking area along the road near the location of the
campfire . During one program we were visited by a couple of characters, one of them
in a long fur coat and a "scoon skin scap, " who turned out to be Belmont Cleaver, the
owner of the hotel and the general store across the street. The important ornithological

MaxIne Thacker has a pIant Idendftcatfon class, Cabwayllngo Foray, 1952.
some of us got lost and ended up in Lobelia on the other side of the mountain far from
our cars .
Our first Foray in Pocahontas County (1948) was held at Thornwood, a 4-H Camp
converted from former CCC barracks. Living was a bit difficult with holes in the floor of
the barracks , unsafe steps, inadequate washrooms, and birds' nests in the cookhouse
chimneys . However, we managed to get everything in working order and we loved the
place . Purple Finches nested in the trees by the barracks, and other northern species
were close at hand. This was our first year to carryout breeding bird popUlation studies
under the guidance of Russ DeGarmo. Areas studied were Gaudineer Knob (repeating
the work of Aldridge and Stewart), the virgin timber tract on the side of the mountain,
another deciduous area nearby, and Burner Mountain where George Hall and I carried
on our studies. It was exciting working at elevations over 4,000 feet and finding so
many northern species in addition to seeing wild turkeys with young. Howard
Heimerdinger's weather predictions were fantastic and sometimes correct. Dr. R. K.
Burnes from Virginia joined us here and attended many Forays later.
Because Karl Haller and Lloyd Poland had discovered Sutton's Warbler in the
Eastern Panhandle in 1939, we were eager to work in that area of West Virginia. In
1949 we held the Foray in Berkeley County at the ' VFW Youth Camp near Jones
Spring . We were housed in Quonset Huts with the same for dining and recreation.
They provided adequate shelter but became quite hot in the afternoons. We scoured
the panhandle territory but found no Sutton' s Warblers . We did find a nesting Blue
Grosbeak which was new to many of us. This was the first Foray for the Hal Harrison
family and for Clark Miller. We had several well-known celebrities visiting us
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event was the discovery of a nesting Nashville Warbler by George Harrison, a state
record. Dr. Albert Ganier from Tennessee joined us here .
In 1952 we camped at Cabwaylingo State Forest, a new group camp near the borders
of Wayne , Cabell and Lincoln Counties in southern West Virginia, on Twelvepole
Creek. It was a good location for some of the southern birds . One argument arose as to
the identity of a Warbler. Was it a Yellow-throated or an odd-singing Yellow Warbler?
It was the Yellow. Hal Harrison discovered a Parula using a burlap bag as part of its
nest. We were intrigued by the little church on Tick Ridge which had a beautiful coffin
in the center of the church in which the pastor expected to be buried. We ate our meals
on heavy stainless steel trays which Dave Baker insisted on washing after every meal
as a help for the ladies in the kitchen. (ERC)
In 1953 we returned to our mountain camp at Thornwood, the Pocahontas 4-H
Camp. Upon arrival there we discovered that the bridge into camp over the East Fork
of the Greenbrier River had been removed. It was either ford the stream, which was
too high for many car s, or take a detour a long way round through Thornwood over a
very narrow dirt road to reach camp. Hal Harrison made the Foray movie here, and we
repeated our singing male breeding bird censuses as we have done every five years
since that time, thus providing a continuous coverage of the same area for 30 years.

Max Thacker, Carolyn Conrad and Ubby En sing "Cocoa and Coffee" commercial for
chef Bert Cromes. 1947 Foray, Camp Caesar.
Harold and Helen Boecher, George Hurley, Glen Phillips and Dr. Harold Burt began
their active participation with the BBC here. In addition to his ornithological
contributions, Dr. Burt entertained us with his humorous pseudo-scientific
dissertations on a variety of subjects . At these early Forays we entertained ourselves
with campfire programs, singing and skits. The use of movies and slide programs
came later as the group became larger.
So many memories and so many friendships have enriched our lives that, although
we can 't begin to do them all justice in this article, we feel a deep and abiding fondne ss
and gratitude for our long association with the BBC.

Horseplay, 1944 Foray, Tomllnson Run
Park.
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A Note From The Editor
A. R. Buckelew, Jr.

The Riederalp
At seven thousand feet
white peaks guard
the Matterhorn
iced in wind-carved snow
that sends a hot sun to defeat.
Half-way hidden
against rocks and shrubs
chamois nibble
beside our trail
that contours across and up.
To stop is effortless
at the Archbishop's
gnarled tree-rest
and where a stone-pine log
stages a blackcock hen ,
her darting eyes on wayward chicks.
Across the green silence
a glacier's gray, blue, white melts,
each drop lonely as
a rock pipit's drifting feathers.
Breath is short.
As you sit by me
the only word you speak
is " solitude."

Thanks to all the contributors to this special
anniversary issue of The Redstart.
I am relatively new in the BBC, having come to
West Virginia in 1969 to teach biology at Bethany
College . Two members, pictured here as they
appeared in 1934 at Camp Frame, influenced me
greatly. During the past ten years, it was a rare
week that went by without a phone conversation
or meeting with the late Charles 1. Conrad about
birds or BBC affairs . J have only met George
Miksch
Sutton twice,
both
memorable
occasions , but his frequent letters and
contributions have served as a constant
inspiration. The frequent mention of his name by
Chuck Conrad and George M.
old time BBCers bares witness to the importance
Sutton. Camp Frame 1934.
of his influence on their lives too . When I arrived
in Bethany, Perry Gresham, then president of the college, asked me to take a
leadership role in the new George Sutton Audubon Society. I also began teaching
ornithology. That started the ball rolling, and it wasn't long before my good friend
James J. Sawtell introduced me to the Oglebay Institute Nature Camp at Terra Alta
and the Brooks Bird Club. These organizations,
•
originated and inspired by A. B. Brooks and his
followers, helped me find my niche in West Virginia.
In many ways this fiftieth anniversary is a bench
mark in the BBC history. The passing away of older •
members, especially Chuck Conrad , who were
important leaders , the failure of the club in recent years
to attract young members, and the competition from so
many kinds of leisure time activities , many not even
dreamed of in 1932, challenge us to renew our
programs, attract new members, and most of all,
continue our efforts to save what is "wild and
wonderful " in West Virginia.

Eleanor Bush

A. R. "Jay" Buckelew, Jr.
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CHARTER MEMBERS
Polly Alford Ballowe
Harold Bergner
Marie Bleyney
A. B. Brooks
Mrs. A. B. Brooks
Marjorie Doffield
Carolyn Conrad
Charles Conrad
Dorothy Conrad
Dorothy Cunningham
George Devinney
Charles J . Doepken
George Flouer
Karl Haller
James Handlan
John Handlan
Helen Howell
Sarah Hine Dill
Helen McGill Tighe
Nell Mercer Bergner
Bertha Quantz
Thomas Shields
Leo Tighe
Clyde Upton
Rena Wagner
Russell West
Pauline Belle West
Ralph Bergner

PRESIDENTS
1932-33 John Handlan, Leader
1934 John Handlan
1936 Russell West
1937 Harold Bergner
1940 John Handlan
1941 John Handlan
1941 George Breiding, acting
1941 Charles Conrad, acting
1942 Russell West
1942 Charles Conrad
1943 Carolyn Conrad
1948 Karl Haller
1950 James Olsen
1952 E. R. Chandler
1954 George A. Hall
1956 Maxine Thacker
1958 David Baker
1960 Hal Harrison
1962 Clark Miller
1964 George Hurley
1966 Harold Boecher
1968 George Koch
1970 Ben Kiff
1972 Ralph Bell
1974 Nevada Laitsch
1976 Russell Hogg
1978 Kenneth Anderson
1980 William Wylie
1982 Greg Eddy

HONORARY MEMBERS
A. B. Brooks
Maurice Brooks
Harold Burtt
Carolyn Conrad
Charles Conrad
Dorothy Conrad
Helen Conrad
George A. Hall
Hal Harrison
George Hurley
Graham Netting
Merit Skaggs
George M. Sutton

REDSTART EDITORS
1933 Russell West
1934 Thomas Shields
1935 John Handlan
1940 James Olsen
1941 Karl Haller
1942 Russell West
1942 Mabel Hopwood Gorman
1943 Charles Conrad
1942 Maurice Brooks
1946 Russell DeGarmo
1953 George Breiding
1956 George A. Hall
1963 George Hurley
1977 Albert R. Buckelew, Jr.

MAIL BAG EDITORS
1943 George Breiding
1944 George Breiding-Jean Bierer
1946 Anonymous
1950 Mary Kay Conrad
1952 Mabel Gorman
1955 Mary Kay Conrad
1957 Nevada Laitsch
1962 Claude Ross
1963 Charles Conrad
1981 Robert Rine

GOVERNOR ARCH MOORE'S
CONSERVATION AWARD
George Breiding
Charles Conrad
Anne Shreeve
William Wylie

1982 Program
The Brooks Bird Club, Inc.
Date
January 1-31
February 1-28

March 5-7
March 25-28
April 4
May 2 or9
June 1-30
June 3-12
June 25-30
July21- 25
August 21-31
September 1-30
September 2- 7
Septe mber 17-19
October 22-24
ovember 6
December 18-31

Activity
Place
BBC Membership Month ..... Mail to H.Q ., Wheeling , WV
Write article or observation
Mail to:
for the REDSTART . .................. Dr. A. R. Buckelew
Early Spring Meeting - Jackson ' s Mill ..... . .. Weston , WV
Butternut Lodge , Ottawa Refuge ....... . Port Clinton, Oh io
Waterfowl Field Trip ................ .. Seneca Lake , Oh io
Century Day Co unt ...................... All local groups
25-Mile Breed ing Bird Surveys ............ All local groups
BBC Foray - Peterkin Conf. Center .. . ...... .. Romney, WV
Field Trip - Anne Eddy's Parents ' Lodge .. Rosseau , Canada
Field Trip - Preston County ...... . ........ Terra Alta , WV
Operation Bird Banding .............. . ... Red Creek , WV
Operation Bird Banding ..... . ............ Red Creek , WV
BBC Reun ion & Annual Meeting ......... ... Anthony, WV
Weekend Hawk Counts .. .............. W . Va . Mountains
BBC 50th A
IVERSARY CELEBRA TIO Oglebay Park ............... ....... . .... Wheeling , WV
BBC Annual Board of
Directors Meeting .............. BBC Clubroom , Wheeling
Christmas Bird Counts ................ ... All local groups

BBCFORAYS

1982 1983 1984 -

May 29 - June 12 , Camp Peterkin, Romney , WV
June 4 - June 18, Camp Pocahontas , Bartow, WV
June 7 - June 16, Wyoming Youth Camp , Wyoming Co., WV

April 23-25
May 1-3
May 15
May 20-23

Activities of Special Interest
D R Spring ature Tour .......... Hawk ' s est State Park
D R Webster County ature Tour ...... Camp Caesar, WV
W .VA . Youth Conservation Day ..... Holly River State Park
Annual W ildflower Pilgrimate .... . .. Blackwater Falls , WV
" SORTIE " ........................ Contact George Koch
SEASONAL FIELD AND BANDING NOTES DUE

March 15

June 15

September 15

December 1-

MAIL: Field otesto : Dr. GregE. Eddy . 1746 Pine Valley Drive. Vienna . Va . 22180
Banding otes to: Ralph K . Bell. R.D. I. Box 229 , Clark sville. Pa . 15322
The dates for the 1982 BBC program were selected as most appropriate for our
schedu led activity and place . Some dates and places have not been confirmed at this
early date so some changes beyond our control might be necessary. When such is the
case . notification will be made as soon as poss ible in the MAIL BAG .

