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Supplement II To
"The List Of West Virginia Birds"
George A. Hall
It has been 10 years since the publication of "The List of West Virginia Birds " (Hall,
1971) and eight years since the " Supplement" to the list appeared (Hall, 1973).
During that time several new species have occurred in the state and the statJS of
several others has changed . Some of these changes were brought about by the birds
themselves, but others came as the result of the field work of several people who were
stimulated by the remarks in "The List" about unknown breeding status. During this
time a large manuscript (Hall, MS) which describes in detail the status of all species in
the State has been prepared . The extensive literature survey carried out during the
preparation of this MS uncovered a few items that had been previously overlooked.
The A.a. U. Checklist Committee has made a number of changes in the
nomenclature (both scientific and English names) of a number of species . These
changes were summarized in " The Supplement" and in a later short note (Hall, 1977) .
The new A.O.U .Checklist will be published in 1983 and further changes are to be
anticipated . Most of these will be, however, changes in classification, and in
arrangement rather than in nomenclature.
This paper summarizes all the changes in the 1971 list as amended in 1973, that are
known to me as of December 1981 . It is to be hoped that further field effort will render
this " Supplement 11" obsolete in its turn .
Each change is prefaced by the page number in the 1971 "List."

Additions to the List
Page 4 "Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis}-Hypothetical." There is a previously
overlooked sight record from Ohio County in 1955 (Shields, 1955).
Page 4 "White Ibis (Eudocimus albus}-AccidentaL" Two immatures were seen and
photographed near Franklin in the summer of 1980 (fide C. Ruddle) .
Page 4 "Mute Swan (Cygnus olor}-Casual visitant." There have been enough sightings of this species to remove it from the list of exotic escapees. The feral population
in the northeast is increasing and West Virginia records probably represent strays
from this source .
Page 6 " Black Ra il (Laterallusjamaicensis}-Hypothetical." The late Miriam Dickinson reported seeing this species at Bluefield in 1955 (Hall, 1955).
Page 7 " American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana}-Accidental. " There are now
three records, from Marshall (Buckelew, 1978), Greenbrier (Handley, 1979)
and Mercer (Phillips, 1980) counties . There is no specimen but photographs are
available.
Page 7 "Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis}-HypotheticaL " There are
two sight records, from Kanawha and Tucker Counties (Hall , 1976).
Page 9 "Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus}-Hypothetical." There is a
sight record from Brooke County (Buckelew, 1976).
Page 13 "Western Tanager (Piranga ludovicianus}-Hypothetical. " There is a singJe
sight record from Braxton County. (Monroe , 1945).
Page 13 " Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris}-Hypothetical. " There is a recent sight
record from Rale igh County (James, 1980).
Page 13 " Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida}-Accidental." A singJe bird was
seen by many people, some with previous experience with the bird , and was
photographed in Hampshire County (Lanham, 1978).
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Changes in Status
Page 4 Great Blue Heron . Add " Breeds." .(fide W. Smith).
Page 4 Black-crowned ight Heron. Add "Breeds."I (fide T. Shields) .
Page 5 Green-winged Teal. Add " Casual summer resident. Breeds. " (Harwood,
1974).
Page 5 Black Vulture. Change " Presumed breeder" to " Breeds." Nest found in 1981
by R. Bartgis .
Page 5 Goshawk. Add " Local summer visitant. Breeds." A nest was found in
Canaan Valley in 1975 by Department of atural Resources personnel, and
there are two sets of eggs collected in the State in the 5.5. Dickey Collection
(fide L. Kiff) .
Page . 6 Bald Eagle. Add " Breeds ." A nest was found in Hardy County in 1981.
Page 6 Sora. Change "Presumed Breeder" to " Breeds. "
Page 7 Sooty Tern . There are now three records , and there is a specimen in the
Carnegie Museum of atural History.
Page 8 Chuck-will' s-widow. Should now be listed as a "Rare local summer resident.
Presumed breeder." There are records from Ritchie County (B. B. C. Foray, 1974),
icholas County (Shearer and Shearer, 1975) and Berkeley County (fide R. Bartgis) .
Page 9 Fish Crow . Change " Presumed breeder" to "Breeds ." A nest was found in
Shepherdstown in 1981 (R. Bartgis) .
Page 11 orthern Shrike . Change "Hypothetical" to " Accidental." There is a
specimen in the American Museum of atural History (Hall, 1976a) .
Page 12 Myrtle Warbler should be changed to: "Yellow-rumped Warbler
(Dendroica coronata}-Local Summer resident. Widespread migrant. Local winter
visitant. Presumed breeder." There are now a number of records from Gaudineer
Knob (Hall, 1978) including an apparent sighting of parents feeding young, although no young were seen (see th e article by G. Breiding following elsewhere in
this issue of The Redstart), and a record from Spruce Knob in 1981.
Page 13 Brewer' s Blackbird . Change "Hypothetical" to "Casual visitant." There
are now enough sight records to put it on the regular list.
Page 13 Add "Hou se Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus}-Widespread permanent
resident. Breeds." Species had been added as a casual visitant in the 1973
Supplement.
Summary of the West Virginia List as of December 31,1981
The list of birds known for the State now contains 234 species of regular occurrence,
35 casual species , and 33 accidental species , together with two extinct species , making
up a total of 304 species on the Regular List (not including the enigmatic Sutton' s
Warbler, which was included in 1971). In addition 14 species are considered to be
hypothetical making a total of 318 forms reported from the state . Of these 175 .have
been known to nest in the State and five others are presumed to nest.
Literature Cited
Buckelew, A.R., Jr. 1976. Birds of the West Virginia Northern Panhandle.
Redstart, 43 :90-107.
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More On The YeUow-Rumped Warblers
On Gaudineer Knob
George Breiding
In the October 1978 issue of The Redstart, Vol. 45:127-128, George A. Hall
presented a summary of the occurrence of the Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica
coronata) in summer in West Virginia at Gaudineer Knob on the Pocahontas-Randolph
County border. The following comments describe my encounter with this species ,
which helps to bring it closer to breeding bird status.
In the mid-afternoon of June 24 , 1981 , I observed a female Yellow-rumped Warbler
in the vicinity of the parking area on Gaudineer Knob. I had parked the automobile
down at the forks ofthe road, where the right fork leads to the virgin spruce area, and
the left fork heads to the knob. I walked up the road to the parking area. As I
approached, facin g the fire tower, I saw a small bird fly from the left side to the right
side of the road. I didn't know whether the bird kept flying or stopped in the grove of
spruce trees that surround the area. I began to try "to squeak in" the bird and saw a
small bird moving back in the shadows . I continued the process and eventually saw it
was a femal e Yellow-rumped Warbler with food in its mouth. The bird stayed around
the area for about twenty minutes , but continued to make trips back and forth across
the parking lot.
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The next morning I returned to the Gaudineer parking lot and eventually saw two
Yellow-rumped Warblers back in the tree tops beyond the toilets. I was unable to tell
the sex or age of the birds due to the distance and light conditions. After waiting for
about thirty minutes with no sight of the birds , I got out of the car and went back into
the trees on the right side (heading out) of the parking lot. I walked about ten to fifteen
yards into the woods and waited silently for about five minutes , then began " to
squeak" again . A bird responded with a series of sharp chips and came in over my
head . It was easily identified as a male Yellow-rumped Warbler. It was carrying food
in its bill . The bird kept up the chipping and was soon joined by a female .
I returned to the parking lot, sat in the car and waited to see if the activity and flight
pattern of the birds might lead me to a nest or some young birds. The birds kept active ,
and after a while, I suspected there might have been two pairs.
My conclusion was that there were young birds being fed , but I was unable to trace
the adult birds in the spruce thickets . About 10:30 a.m . a hard thunderstorn struck and
I left the area .
The above observation offers strong evidence that the YeJlow-rumped Warbler is a
breeding species in West Virginia . Perhaps this report will serve as an incentive for
someone to find the nest or fledglings of the species in the state, and devot e time to
search for the species in other sections of the spruce belt during the nesting season .
540 Elmina Street
Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Some Blue Jay Observations
Linnie Coon

On May 20th a pair of Blue Jays began carrying sticks into a tulip poplar on our back
lawn . The following day they carried strips of plastic that my husband Clifford had
placed on the lawn as building materials for the Wood Thrushes and Robins. Both
male and female birds worked in building the nest, which was placed about 50 feet up
in a crotch against the main tru nk of the tree , well-hidden among the leaves and
branches .
The jays, widely known for their loud noise-making, were remarkably quiet about
their nest, slipping silently in among the lower branches and hopping upward from
limb to limb, climbing spirally upward to the nest high in the tree.
The nest was too inaccessible for close observation . Usually four or five buff or
olive-color eggs , marked with dark brown , are laid in the nest. The eggs hatch in 17 or
18 days , and the young remain in the nest from 18 to 20 days .
On occasion , the qu iet, sweet notes of the nesting song were heard coming from a
bird well-hidden in the branches of the poplar tree . As described in Bent' s Life IDstory
of North American Birds, "The song is a potpourri of faint whistles and various low,
sweet notes, some in phrasing and pitch suggesting a robin' s song .... But as the song
goes on one realizes that most of the notes are clearly in the Blue Jay's repertoire but
are disguised by being jumbled together and delivered gently and peacefully." The
entire song was remarkably soft and low.
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The Blue Jay is a beautiful, noisy bird , fond of hearing his own voice. He delights in
imitating other birds. As a mimic he is second only to the mockingbird. He likes to
imitate Crows , Red-shouldered, Red-tailed, and Cooper' s hawks, often flying toward
the bird feeders screaming his hawk imitations , causing the smaller birds to scramble
for cover.
I once observed three Crows flying into some evergreens on a hilltop in St. Albans.
Hardly were they out of sight when I heard a soft cawing overhead. Perched high in a
maple tree was a Blue Jay quietly imitating the caw of a Crow.

• • •
Jays sometimes shout so loudly that they fill the air with their raucous clamor. On a
late summer afternoon in 1977 we heard just such a commotion above the sound of the
6:00 news on television . High in the pines on the front lawn was a flock of 12-15
screaming blue jays. Being the "watchdogs" of our woods we expected to find a cat,
owl , hawk, snake , or some other intruder. On searching the area, while the loud chorus
continued, we found nothing . After several moments of noisy excitement, the jays flew
off into the woods screaming as they went. We got the feeling they were laughing at
us.

• • •

Last summer after school was out our great-nephew was entertaining himself by
hiding under the bird feeder and touching the birds as they carne to feed. And then a
flock of8 or 10 Blue Jays came flying in. The temptation was too much. He caught one
of the jays by the tail, and off they all flew into the woods screaming as they went,
leaving a very surprised 10 year old boy holding 12 Blue Jay tail feathers in his hand!

• • •

On another occasion, thirteen Blue Jays were perched in a dogwood tree on our
lawn, distributed among the bare limbs of the tree. All were bobbing up and down
uttering Blue Jay musical notes as if directed by some unseen maestro. For some time
each bird kept his place in the tree, no hopping and jumping around , each bird
bobb ing up and down as one might move up and down on tiptoe. This performance
continued for some time before the whole flock flew into the woods with screams of
"j ay, jay."

• • •
Our neighbor, Esther Williams , related an incident involving a flock of Blue Jays
that flew into the trees on her lawn last November 1st. She described them as a
screaming , boisterous bunch , flying in such disorder that one flew against the trunk of
a tree, bounced off, hit the ground, and staggered away. She declared they were all
intoxicated! And they probably were!

• • •
Another time, I found a young Blue Jay prematurely out of the nest near the house;
for two days he remained in the same place. Thinking he had been abandoned by his
parents, I offered him a freshly dug earthworm , whereupon he emitted such a terrified
scream , scolding Blue Jays came from every direction. The next day the baby bird had
disappeared from the lawn .
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• • •
Our back lawn has a grassy bank sloping toward the back paticr-an ideal place for
the Blue Jays to sun themselves on a hot summer day. At times, I have seen three jays
at once lying prone on the ground , breast down, with both wings spread wide,
exposing as much of the body as possible to the sun .

• • •
Another pastime in which the Blue Jays enjoy indulging themselves is called
"anting." In the lawn behind our kitchen window lives a colony of large black ants. It
is a favorite "anting" place for many different kinds of birds including Blue Jays,
Robins , Scarlet Tanagers , Starlings, and others, but the most comic of these is the
Blue Jay. Sometimes as many as four or five are "anting" at the same time. Alighting
on the ground one hurriedly begins to pick up the ants, and with each capture lifts a
wing, first one then the other, quickly placing an ant underneath the wing. Sometimes
in the process of putting the ant among the feathers, he momentarily loses his balance,
almost toppling himself to the ground .
On examination of the ant colony after the performance is over, the occupants seem
to be highly agitated , and frantically crawling in all directions.

• • •
Blue Jays carry food in their mouth and gullet. Last October 17 a jay hopped to the
ground outside a bedroom window, probed in the ground, deposited a tidbit, tamped
the soil in with its beak , reached to the side, selected a bright yellow poplar leaf, and
with it covered his cache of food . He hopped to the left several inches, probed,
deposited food, tamped the soil, covered it with another brilliant leaf, then again he
moved to the left and repeated the process of probing, tamping, covering with a
colorful leaf. He then flew into a nearby tree.
I have never seen a record of this behavior in a Blue Jay.

• • •
On October 5, 1978 Gifford and I returned to Peter' s Mountain in Monroe County to
check on the late hawk migration at the Hanging Rocks lookout tower. The entire area
except for the tower was completely fogged-in ; visibility was almost zero. The
temperature never rose above the low 40s. Once two Blue Jays flew by the tower
screaming as the wind buffeted them about.
At about 1:20 p.m. the fog lifted temporarily, and on the side of the tower protected
from the wind, a flock of about 100 Blue Jays flew quietly in a long, strung-out
formation headed directly south. An interesting observation was that each of the birds
carried an acorn in its beak. A few minutes passed, a lone Blue Jay came flying back,
flew into a nearby oak, came out with an acorn in its beak, and started on its southward
journey once more.

• • •
The Blue Jay enjoys annoying and harassing owls and hawks, especially the
Sharp-shinned Hawk. He knows just how close he can approach without becoming a
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victim himself. Mrs . Agnes Viars , whose home is near the Big Coal River at Fosterville
(Boone County, W . Va.) , recently related to me the st ory of one brave , teasing Blue
Jay that was quite unprepared for the quick action of a hungry hawk . When the hawk
made his catch , the jay put up such a battle the hawk was not able to subdue him.
Taking advantage of a situation , the hawk carried the jay to the river's edge , holding
him underwater until his kicking stopped . Thinking the jay was dead , the hawk flew to
a tree limb where he began picking away the feathers; but the Blue Jay quickly revived
with a flourish of kicks and squawks . Back to the river the hawk flew with his victim in
tow, this time holding him under the water until he was quite dead. With this feat
accomplished, the hawk flew ba.ck to his perch , removed the remaining feathers , and
dined on drowned Blue Jay.

* * *
Whether we call the Blue Jay our fri end or foe, we have to admit that he is a most
exciting and entertaining bird .
Comfort, West Vlrglnla 25049

The 1981 Nest Card Project
Charles Conrad
When the first Brooks Bird Clu b Foray was held back in 1940, the club had a card
form printed and reported all nests found by club members on the these cards . Since
1965, we have been cooperating with Cornell University Nest Card Program , and now
report all nests found by BBC me mbers on the official Cornell nest cards . For the year
1981 , we mailed to Cornell a total of 753 cards.
For the past several years with one issue of the BBC Maflbag, we mail one Cornell
nest card, with the request that each member fin d one nest and fill out the nest card
sent to them . While we do receive a filled out card from many members , many of them
do not respond . If any member does need more cards , and we do have some such
request s, we carry a supply of cards at the clubroom , and will send extra cards .
At our BBC Foray, held every June in some area of West Virginia , we always have a
supply of Cornell nest cards . As a result during our Foray, we find and report at least
100 nests in each area we attend. Once back in 1968 at Camp Pocahontas , Bartow,
W .Va. , we found a total of over 400 nests . This represents important information for
our biotic study. of the area. Some of the nests found were state records , such as the
Purple Finch, Blue Grosbeak, and Nashville Warbler.
Our aim each year is to mail 1000 nests cards to Cornell . To date we have never been
able to break the 800 total. However, 1982 could be the year we reach our goal. Of the
753 nest cards mailed in for 1981, we wish to give credit to four members, who made
the largest contributions . They are Ralph K. Bell, Clarksville , Pa.-150 cards, W . W .
Lewis, Knox , Pa. -137 cards , Leon Wilson, Ona, W. Va.-55 cards, and Ephe Olliver,
Elkins , W . Va.--45 cards .
I think this program is very interesting and important . The 751 cards we received in
1981 represent a total of 68 species as follows (listed in AOU checklist order):
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Canada Goose
Gadwall
Blue-winged Teal
Wood Duck
Cooper' s Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kes trel
Bobwhite
Killdeer
Mourning Dove
Barn Owl
Great Horned Owl
Whip-poor-will
Chimney Swift
Ruby-th. Hummingbird
Common Flicker
Hairy Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
East ern Kingbird
Great Cr. Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
East. Wood Pewee
Tree Swallow
Rough-w. Swallow
Barn Swallow
Purple Martin
Blue Jay
Black-c. Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-br. uthatch
House Wren
Carolina Wren
Mockingbird

1
7
1
5
1
2
1
2
11
17
1
1
1
2
2
7
1
2
11
1
40
2
44
1
54
1
7
12
11
10
1
33
7
7

Gray Catbird
Brown Thrasher
American Robin
Wood Thru sh
Eastern Bluebird
Blue-gr . Gnatcatcher
Cedar Waxwing
Starling
Solitary Vireo
Prothonotary Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Chestnut- s oWarbler
Ovenbird
Common Yellowthroat
Yellow-br. Chat
American Redstart
House Sparrow
Bobolink
East'n Meadowlark
Redwinged Blackbird
Orchard Oriole
orthern Oriole
Common Grackle
Cardinal
Indigo Bunting
Purple Finch
House Finch
American Goldfinch
Vesper Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Song Sparrow

4
2
96
4
154
4
7
8
3
1
2
1
2
1
1
1

1
10
1
3
8
1
13
6
16
5
2
4
3
1
3
34
9
33

Rt. 1, Box 116
Triadelphia, W. Va. 26059
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Getting The Public Into Birding
Leland S. Devore
One unfortunate aspect of the " big counts " (Christmas count, Century Day, May
Count etc.) is that a lot of interested birders don 't get in on the m. There are large
numbers of people who spend a lot of time , effort , interest, and money on birds but
don't belong to a bird club or can 't tramp over hill and dale looking for birds . These are
the great and rather silent majority who do their birding by watching their feeders. It
occured to me that they too might like a little " competition " or " big days ."
With the above thought in mind, three years ago I started an annual feeder count
covering two counties in Maryland (Harford and Cecil) , and the results have been
quite heartening regarding both birds and people. Many participants added notes to
their lists saying , in effect, " I have watched and enjoyed birds for years and this is the
first time I ever had a chance to do anything with it."
The technique is quite simple . A winter weekend is specified for the count and the
instructions are published in the local papers , mentioned over the local rad io stations ,
announced at meetings of civic or garden clubs etc, thus pointing the emphasis at the
general public , not ju st bird club members . The instructions are simply to list each
species of bird seen at their fee der or identified from their feeder site , and to list the
greatest number of each species seen at any one time. This latte r sampling technique
does not attempt to determine total popUlations, but rather to indicate relative
densities. Any other data such as types of feeders used , foods offered etc . is
welcomed . These reports are then mailed to me . I consolida te them , verifying
questionable entries if possible, and the local newspapers publish the findings. Ju st
to add a bit more interest, a small prize is given each year for the best report (not
necessarily the largest number of species).
The 1981 feeder count on 7 or 8 February produced 58 different species by some 40
different observers. Various bits of interesting information can be deduced from the
consolid~tion such as the most common birds, any unusual species in the area ,
changes In these from year to year etc. as well as the relative success of various types
of feeders and food s as noted in many of the reports. This data is also included in the
loc~ papers , along with the table of species identified . But the big gain is increasing
the Interest of the general public in birding-some young people who may be the
coming generation ' s R.T. Petersons or Chan Robb ins, some old people who add a new
dimension to their shut-in life, some who merely get a " shot in the arm " for their
birding interest. In short, this small effort seems to move birding forward on a broad
front-and maybe that is the name of the game .
As an example of the results obtained , the followin g ta ble is the compilation of the
1981 reports:

#1
30
28
27
23
23
22
22
22
20
19
18
18
16
14
13
13
13
12
10
10
7
6
5
4

1. Junco
2. Cardinal
3. Wh. tho Sparrow
4. Blue Jay
5. Carol. Chickadee
6. Starling
7. Mourn . Dove
8. Titmouse
9. House Sparrow
10. Downy Woodpecker
11. Goldfinch
12. Grackle
13. Red-wing Blackbird
14. White-br. uthatch
15. Purple Finch
16. Song Sparrow
17. Red-bell. Woodpecker
18. Mockingbird
19. Cowb ird
20. House Finch
21. Carolina Wren
22 . Black-cap Chick.
23. Hairy Woodpkr.
24. Brown Creeper

#2
31
22
27

12
14
30
24
15
20
5
23
30
11
3
40
4
2
3
17
12
2
6
2
2

25 . Red-br. uthatch
26. Flicker
27. Quail
28 . Bluebird
29. Towhee
30. Cedar Waxwing
31. Snow Bunting
32 . Pine Siskin
33 . Rob in
34. Eve . Grosbeak
35. White Cro . Sparrow
36. Catbird
37. Phoebe
38 . Ground Dove
39. Field Sparrow
4D . Seaside Sparrow
41. Brown Thrasher
42 . Winter Wren
43. Owl
44 . Fox Sparrow
45 . Y. B. Sapsucker
46 . Pileated Woodpkr .
47. Red-shld. Hawk

4 2
3 1
2 11
2 4
2 1
1 9
110
1 7
1 6
1 4
1 3
1 2
1 2
1 4
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1*

*H awk at feeder !
In addition to the above birds seen at 'or adjacent to feeders , the following "fly-bys"
were seen from feeder sites:
1. Crow
2. Can . Goose
3. Unident. Hawks
4. Red Shld. Hawk
5. Herring Gull
6. Roc k Dove
7. Turkey Vult.

#1 #2
8
15
5 4000 +
4
3
2

2
2
7

2

6

2

6

8. Kestrel
9. Snow Goose
10. Bald Eagle
11. Red-tail Hawk
12. Rough-leg Hawk

2
1
1
1
1

1
15
4*

1
1

·incl. 2 imm atures
R.D.l
Port Deposit
Md. 21904

Bird Feeder Count
Harford & Cecil Counties , Md .
7 or 8 February, 1981
Column #1 is the number of observers sigh ting that species at their fe eder . Table
is arrayed in descending order of this column.
Column #2 is the greatest number of that species seen by anyone observer
at his fe eder at anyone time.
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FIELD NOTES
THE FALL SEASON
September, October, and
November, 1981
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Greg Eddy, EdItor
1746 Pine Valley Dr.
Vienna, Va. 22180
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The fall was warmer than usual , and the migration of most birds was a little late .
Migration of some species was very light, see for example the thrushes . One species
that exhibited a very heavy migration was the Red-breasted uthatch . One observer
said this is the year of the Red-breasted uthatch. ote the number banded at the
Allegheny Front Migration Observatory (AFMO). We had more reports of Eagles than
I ~ver heard of before, and several interesting shorebirds . To me the most gratifying
thing was the number of contributions.
Loons and Grebes-Several Common Loons were reported: one was seen on Kee
Dam near Bluefield , Oct. 28 (JP), one on Shenandoah Lake in Rockingham Co. , Va.,
ov. 10 (KF) , one on Alpine Lake , Preston Co., ov. 12 to ov. 27 (GF) and three on
Teter Lake near Phillipi on ov. 18 (KB) . A rare, especially for fall, Red-necked Grebe
was found dead at Shenandoah Lake on ov. 6 (KF) . Pied-billed Grebes were observed
throughout most of our area from late September to the end of the period. A
Double-creasted Cormorant was seen on a small pond in Blendon Woods , a Columbus,
Ohio Metro Park (ER).
Herons-A late Green Heron was seen on Shenandoah Lake from Nov . 10 to ov. 21
(KF) . A Great Blue Heron was observed by many BBC members on Labor Day at
Camp Anthony , Greenbrier Co. (GP), two were at Pickerington Pond , Franklin Co.,
Ohio . on Sept. 12 (ER) and 13 were observed between Aug . 17 and Sept. 30 in
Rockingham Co ., Va. (KF) An immature Yellow-crowned Night Heron, which may be
only the second record for the orthern Panhandle , was observed several times in late
August around Shenk Lake in Oglebay Park (AB). An American Bittern was seen at
Crane Creek Refuge , west of Port Clinton , Ohio , on Sept. 8 (ER).
Waterfowl- early every observer reported Canada Geese. They were widespread,
but ,. because we can not tell which ones are residents and which are migrants , it is
getting harder and harder to comment on their migration . The peak was apparently in
early ovember. Glen Phillips noted that they were late . Drought in their winter
quarters slowed them , reSU lting in empty refuges in the fall. The first Snow Goose in
the Columbus , Ohio area came on the same date as they have for many years , Oct. 23
(ER) . The duck migration was rather poor in many locations . We have many reports
from nearly every part of our area , but only a few reports of large numbers . Most
sightings were in mid ovember as they were last year . otable observations include a
Gadwallon ov . 3 and three Pintail on Oct. 20 on Alpine Lake , Preston Co. (GF). The
largest numbers were the 118 Wood Duck seen at Blacklick Woods, Columbus , Ohio
on Oct. 7 (ER) and 100 Bufflehead on Teter Lake , Phillipi on ov. 18 (KB) .
Blue-winged Teal and Green-winged Teal were apparently low in numbers throughout
our area. A Surf Scoter was reported on Hoover Reservoir near Columbus on Oct. 24
(ER) , and another on a farm pond near Cedar Lakes, Ripley on Oct . 24 (AB) , and one
on a lake near Uniontown , Pa. ov. 5 (VJ ). Two Black Scoter were seen on Alum Creek
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Reservoir in southern Delaware Co. , Ohio (ER) . Eight Common Mergansers were seen
on Teter Lake, Phillipi, on ov. 18 (KB), and two on Bluestone Dam on Nov. 25 (JP) .
Six Hooded Mergansers were also observed on Bluestone Dam Nov. 2S (JP) , three on
Cheat River, near Rowlesburg, on ov . 18 (GF) , and an immature at Cedar Lakes near
Ripleyon ov. 8 (HG).
'
Vultures and Hawks-Turkey Vultures left the Preston Co. area on Oct. 16 (GF).
The same day evada Laitsch reports they were in good numbers along the Ohio River
between East Liverpool and Marietta . Two Black Vultures were seen apparently
migrating with Broad-winged Hawks at Dolly Sods on Sept. 21 (GP). Six were seen at
East River Mt. near Bluefield between Sept. 10 and Sept. 17 (JP) and seven were seen
on Sept. 13 in Rockingham Co. (KF). Sharp-shinned Hawks seem to be in good shape .
evada reports seeing more than usual this fall. Seven banded at the AFMO on Dolly
Sods ties the record there. A total of seven were also seen during Hawk Counts on
Sept. 12 and 13 on a total of three mountains in Rockingham Co., Va. (KF) . During 16
days between Aug. 23 and Sept. 27, 78 were counted on East Mountain, near
Bluefield, (JP) . During 17 days between Sept. 9 and Sept. 28 the hawk counters on
Peters Mountain totaled 166 (GH) . On the same da~.;s one Cooper's Hawk was seen
during the Hawk Count in Virginia, two on East River Mt. and 12 on Peters Mt.
Red-tailed Hawks are in normal numbers. Red-shouldered Hawks were reported
only from Rockingham Co. , Va. (KF), where four were seen on Nov. 8, and Milliken,
where they were seen every weekend until ov. 9 (HG). The peak of the Broad-winged
Hawk migration was between Sept. 17 and Sept. 24. The greatest number were seen
on Sept. 18 by most hawk counters. At Dolly Sods 2500 were seen that day (GP) . A
Rough-legged Hawk was observed in the Oakland, Md. area on Nov. 26 (GF). In Ohio,
along the Ross-Pickaway Co. line, where once dozens of Rough-legged Hawks were
seen , now only one or two can be found per trip (ER). Eagle sightings are on the
increase . Esther Reichelderfer saw a Golden Eagle at the Ohio River, near Letart on
her way home after the Annual Meeting on Oct. 25. One was also observed on Sept. 27
by the hawk counters on Peter's Mt. (GH) . Still another sighting was made on Sept. 13
near Sugar Grove, Pendleton Co. ( L) . We have five separate reports of Bald Eagles.
One was observed on Peter ' s Mt. on Sept. 24 (GH) , one on East River Mt. on Sept. 20
(JP) , two adults were seen at Seneca Lake , Ohio on Nov . 13, (ME), an immature in
Rockingham Co., Va . (KF) and an adult in mid November along the South Branch of
the Potomac River , in Hampshire Co., by a trained observer, who reports having seen
one there for the past three years (CL). Quite a few Osprey were seen , 30 in 17 days
during the hawk count on Peter' s Mountain for instance, and as late as Dec. 1 in
Hampshire Co. (CL) . The count on Peters Mt. also produced a Peregrine Falcon on
Sept. 20. A Merlin was observed on the hawk count on East River Mt. on Sept. 10 and
on the count in Virginia on Sept. 13. The Amer. Kestrel is reported as in good numbers
after the decrease they suffered during the recent hard winters (NL).
Gallinaceous and Rails-We get far too few reports of Bobwhite QuaIl . Esther
Reichelderfer reports it is refreshing to see the few she did Nov. 12 in Pickerington
Co. , Ohio. They were also reported in Hampshire Co. (CL) and are up a little in
popUlation in Rockingham Co ., Va . this year (KF) . Esther reports Ring-necked
Pheasant are still scarce since the winter of 78 , and that fall plowing and fewer fence
rows share the reasons for their poor comeback in central Ohio. A flock of over 20
Turkey were seen on Spruce Knob by John Laitsch and Eugene Hutton on Oct. 3.
Turkey are plentiful in Hampshire Co . (CL) and up from last year in Rockingham Co .,
Va . (KF) . A King Rail was seen at a marshy area in Columbiana Co., Ohio on Sept . 20
(NL) . A Sora Rall was observed Sept. 8 at the edge of a mud flat near Huron , Ohio
(ER).
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Shorebirds-The latest date for a Killdeer was ov. 26 . It was seen in the Oakland,
Md . area by Gary Felton. Forty American Golden Plover were seen on Sept. 8 in a field
in southern Crawford Co ., Ohio, and one on Oct. 20 at Pickerington Pond in Franklin
Co., Ohio (ER). One Black-bellied Plover was with the Golden Plover in Crawford Co .
Forty Common Snipe were seen at Ottawa Nat. Wild . Ref. on Sept. 8, 40 at
Pickerington Pond on Oct. 19 and lOon ov. 8 (ER). One was noted at the edge of a
pond at McClintic Wildlife Refuge, near Point Pleasant, on Nov. 1 (HG). A Whlmbrel
was seen at Presque Isle, Pa. Sept. 28, and two were seen in flight at Salem, Ohio on
Oct. 16 ( L). Spotted Sandpipers and Solitary Sandpipers moved through the
Princeton area the first week of Sept. (JP) . On Sept. 16, five or six Solitary Sandpipers
were noted at a lake in Cooper ' s Rock State Park, and three near Parkersburg on Oct. 3
(GB) and 11 between mid August and mid September in Rockingham Co., Va. (KF). A
Greater Yellowlegs was seen at Veto Lake, Washington Co ., Ohio on Oct. 30 (GB), one
on a pond near Brockway, Rockingham Co. , Va. (KF), and six at the Athens reservoir
on Nov. 1 (JP). The only Lesser Yellowlegs observed was in Rock ingham Co., Va. on
Oct. 5 (KF). One White-rumped Sandpiper was noted at Ottawa N. W .R. on Sept. 8
(ER). A Dunlin was observed at Veto Lake, Washington Co., Ohio on Oct. 26 (GB). A
Stilt Sandpiper was reported on the Athens reservoir on Nov. 1 (JP) and two were
seen at the Hebron Fish Hatchery in Licking Co ., Ohio on Sept. 1 (ER) .the only report
of a Semi-paImated Sandpiper comes from Rockingham Co., Va., where one was seen
on Aug . 26 (KF). Two Buff-breasted Sandpipers were also seen at the Hebron Fish
Hatchery on Sept. 1 (ER). At Ottawa N. W.R. four Marbled Godwits were seen on Sept.
8, and one Hudsonian Godwit on Sept. 7 (ER). An American Avocet was also seen at
Ottawa on Sept. 8 (ER). Two Wilson's Phalaropes were observed at the Hebron Fish
Hatchery on Sept. 4 rER) .
Gulls through Owls-Gulls had barely moved into our area by the end of the period.
About 25 Herring Gulls were seen at a parking lot in Youngstown, Ohio and
Ring-billed Gulls had been seen off and on throughout the period on the Ohio River
near East Liverpool , Ohio ( L) , and a few in mid November in Rockingham Co., Va.
(KF) . One Bonaparte's Gull was observed in the Oakland , Md . area on Sept. 6 (GF). A
Groove-billed Ani was seen close to our area at Owensville, Clarmont Co., Ohio from
Oct . 7 to at least Nov . 16 (ER) . Another one was present in Rockingham Co., Va. from
Oct. 24 to Nov. 18 (KF). Owl reports are always so sketchy that it is difficult to make
any comment on their populations. Barn Owls are reported from several areas from
time-to-time showing that they may be holding their own, and Screech Owls are
improving after the bad winters. A Saw-whet Owl was banded on Dolly Sods at the
AFMO on Aug. 29. Two Snowy Owls were seen at Burke Lakefront Airport, Cleveland,
Ohio from late November into December. (ER).
Goatsuckers through W oodpeckers-Three or four Whip-poor-will were heard on
Dolly Sods the last week in August, and one was banded Aug. 23. Two were heard at
Terra Alta on Sept. 4 ( L). The earliest Common Nighthawk migration reported was
over Charleston where 25 were seen on Aug. 24 (NG) . The peak of the migration was
as usual the first week of September, but some seemed a little late. One was se.en on
Sept. 30 at Washington , Pa., and one at Finleyville, Pa . on Oct. 11 (EH) . Chimney
Swifts didn't finish migrating through our area until the end of September and early
October. The last one was seen in Preston Co . on Sept. 27 (GF) , Uniontown, Pa . on
Oct. 5 (VJ) . Ralph Bell had 30 on his farm Oct. 7 and one the next day. In Preston Co .
the Ruby-throated Hummingbirds increased after Sept. 6 and decreased by Sept. 19.
The last one seen there was on Oct. 16 (GF) . The last one in Ohio Co. was seen on Oct.
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4 (CC). Belted KIngfishers and woodpeckers are apparently in normal numbers,
except Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were a little erratic . Some observers thought they
were low in numbers.
Flycatchers-Eastern KIngbirds are usually gone by September, and Ralph Bell
reports the last one he saw this year he banded on Aug. 19 at his farm in Greene Co. ,
Pa. He also reports that Eastern Phoebes had a good year. He banded 13 in his yard
from August to October . The last one on Oct. 20 . A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was
banded on Sept. 11, and another one on Sept. 2S at AFMO. Six Acadian Flycatchers
were seen on Aug. 28 in Rockingham Co. , Va. They were not there before that date so
they were probably migrants (KF) . Ralph Bell banded a Least Flycatcher in his yard on
Aug. 13, and one was banded on Sept. 13 at AFMO . Ralph banded 14 Eastern Wood
Peewee in his yard between Aug . 1 and Sept. 13 . The latest date was Sept. 26 in
Preston Co. (GF). An Olive-sided Flycatcher was seen in Preston Co . Sept. 16-18 (GF) .
Jays through Wrens-The Blue Jay migration was reported as the heaviest ever
throughout our area. Very few Black-capped Chickadees were reported . The earliest
date , outside of the mountains , was Sept. 5 when a small flock was seen in Uniontown,
Pa. (VJ) . George Brieding reports that the Tufted Titmouse population seemed to
decline in the Morgantown area at the end of October , and then increase again about a
month later. Red-breasted Nuthatch were seen as early as Aug. 29 at East Liverpool,
Ohio (NL) and in great numbers everywhere. A new high of 101 were banded at
AFMO. This is 26% of the 24 year total of the Red-breasted Nuthatches banded at
AFMO .
Mimics and Thrushes-Mockingbirds were reported throughout most of our area.
The latest date for a Gray Catbird was ov. 3. This bird was seen in the Arboretum in
Morgantown by George Brieding. The only Brown Thrashers reported were three
banded at AFMO between Sept. 17 and Sept. 24 , and one seen in Uniontown, Pa. on
Sept. 25 (VJ) . ot many observers reported on Amer. Robins , but it appears that more
may winter in our area than usual. Most observers report that the thrush migration
was not as heavy as last year , but Jim Phillips reports that the migration of Hermit
Thrushes and Veeries seemed heavy in the Princet on area in October and November .
Gnatcatchers through Vireos-Several Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were noted this fall.
At AFMO a new high of eight were banded between Sept. 11 and 21. Ralph Bell had
one on his farm in Greene Co ., Pa . on Oct. 21 and again on Nov. 11. He thought that it
stayed too late to survive. We have quite a few Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned
KInglets reported th is fall. George Breiding observed 13 Ruby-crowned within 20
minutes at Cooper' s Rock State Park on Oct . 14 . Water Pipits were seen at Alpine Lake
in Preston Co. on Oct. 15 and Oct. 20 (GF) , and in Rockingham Co., Va. , 30 were seen
on Oct. 12 near Broadway, and two on Nov . 25 at Shenandoah Lake (KF) . Observations
of Cedar Waxwings were from many areas showing that they are widespread and in
good numbers . Loggerhead Shrike were reported only in the Virginia area (KF). A
White-eyed Vireo was heard singing on Sept. 6 at the Blue Bend Camp Ground in
Greenbrier Co . (GP) . They were quite common in the Kanawha Co. area. The last
report of one was in McClintic Wildlife Area on Oct. 10 (HG) .
Warblers-Most observers reported the warbler migration as poor, except
Yellow-rumped Warblers which were the commonest warbler most places. The AFMO
had a great year and several warblers were banded in record numbers . One of the
warblers banded in numbers well above the average was the Black-throated Green. A
total of 1089 were banded with 214 on Sept. 21 alone . Other warblers setting new
records at AFMO were Black-and-White, Tennessee , Nashville, Black-throated Blue,
Blackpoll and Hooded. Northern Waterthmsh tied their old record of five , and for the
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first time, a Louisiana Waterthrush was banded . The last dates received for a
Golden-winged Warbler was Sept. 6, Camp Anthony, Greenbrier Co. (GP), Nashville
Warbler, Oct. 13, Preston Co ., (GF), Cape May Warbler, Nov. 7, Hampshire Co. (CL),
Cerulean Warbler, Sept. 6, Camp Anthony (GP), Yellow-throated Warbler, Ralph Bell
banded five , the last on Sept. 10, Bay-breasted Warbler, Oct. 14, Cooper' s Rock State
Park (GB), Pine Warbler, Sept. 12, eight singing between Thorn Springs and Sugar
Grove , Pendleton Co. ( L), Palm Warbler, Oct. 15, Centennial Park, Tucker Co. (GB),
and Common Yellowthroat, Oct. 10, McClintic (GB).
Blackbirds-The last Eastern Meadowlark seen in Green Co. , Pa. was on ov. 13
(RB) . The peak of the Grackle migration in Greene Co. was mid September (RB).
Mixed flocks of 1000' s of Grackles and Redwings were seen over Uniontown in mid
September (VJ). A Northern Oriole was seen in Pinch, near Charleston , on ov. 26
( G). That is not too uncommon as they often winter in our area. Ralph Bell reports his
last Orchard Oriole was on Aug. 6 in Greene Co. , Pa . Rusty Blackbirds were seen on
Oct. 20 at Pickerington Pond , Franklin Co ., Ohio and ov. 3 in Preston Co. (GF). Ralph
banded 26 Scarlet Tanagers in August and Sept ember, the last on Sept. 27 . He also
banded three Summer Tanagers between the same dates .
Finches-Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were rather uncommon throughout our area this
fall. I agree with George Breiding , Indigo Buntings are " super abundant. " Evening
Grosbeaks were seen in many places the last week in October , but not in great
numbers. The only place Purple Finches were seen was in the Charleston area (NG)
and Rock ingham Co ., Va. (KF). The House Finch continues to increase. Ralph Bell
banded 99 between Aug. 1 and Dec. 1. Kyle Bush notes that the English Sparrows are
decreasing as the House Finches increase . This is something we all should observe .
Pine Sisklns arrived at a few locations in mid October, but not in great numbers except
in the Virginia area. Red Crossbills were reported only from Virginia.
Sparrows-Dark-eyed Junco were first seen on Oct. 10 and in good numbers within
a week or two throughout the area . The only Tree Sparrows reported were three seen
in Greene Co ., Pa . on ov. 15 (RB). A couple of flocks of Chipping Sparrows were
reported. One flock of 75 to 80 were seen on Oct. 8 about five miles north of East
Liverpool, Ohio ( L), and the other was in Kanawha Co . in mid October (HG). Only a
few White-throated Sparrows were reported this year. A Fox Sparrow was seen in
Preston Co. , on ov . 3 (GF), one in Hampshire Co . on ov. 14 (CL) and three on Nov.
18 in Rockingham Co. , Va. (KF), Preston Co . Oct. 10-25 and Nov . 3 (GF), and Ralph
Bell banded one on his farm in Greene Co., Pa. on Oct. 10. A Swamp Sparrow was
observed in Preston Co . from Sept. 24 to ov . 3 (GF) .
Contributors: Ralph Bell (RB ), George Breiding (GB) , A.R. Buckelew (AB) , Kyle
Bush (KB), Chuck Conrad (CC), Mable Edgerton (ME), Gary Felton (GF) , Kathleen
Finnegan (KF), orris Gluck ( G) , Hullet Good (HG), George Hall (GH), Virginia
Hoover (VH), George Hurley (GH), Eugene Hutton (EH) , Virginia Johnson (VJ),
evada Laitsch ( L) , Glen Phillips (GP), J im Phillips (JP) , Esther Reichelderfer (ER).

Banding News
Edited by
Ralph K. Bell, Editor
R.D. 1 Box 229
ClarksviUe,Pa.15322

Forty Years Of Bird Banding
After several years of observing birds in the Niles-Youngstown area in
northeastern Ohio, my wife and I moved to Cleveland in 1934. We joined the Cleveland
Bird Club and soon became acquainted with the staff members of the Cleveland
Museum of atural History. Among them were John W . Aldrich , B.P. Bohl , Jr. ,
Arthur B. Fuller, and Arthur B. Williams. Later, we met Dr. Harry C. Oberholser, S.
Charles Kende igh, and W. Earl Godfrey. As a group , they introduced us to ecology, a
new term to us.
In 1935, the Cleveland Bird Club scheduled a field trip to Gates Mills , at the edge of
the Chagrin River valley, where Dr. S. Prentiss Baldwin operated " The Baldwin Bird
Research Laboratory. " Mr. Baldwin (1) was a pioneer bird bander. We enjoyed his
demonstrations and remarks regarding the equipment and procedures . He told us that
in winter time, he transferred his banding activities to Thomasville, Georgia .
Late in 1939 , I applied for a bird banding permit. At that time, banding permits were
issued by the Bureau of Biological Survey, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Washington ,
D.C. I gave Dr . John Aldrich as a reference and in a few weeks received a bird banding
permit - o. 5948 , and a small supply of bands . Along with the permit, I rece~ved a
copy of Manual For Bird Banders. The manual was co-authored by Fredenck C.
Lincoln (2) and S. Prentiss Baldwin and dated 1929. An in sert page stated that the bird
banding supervision had been transferred to the U.S. Dept. of the Interior.
A table showing band sizes for the various birds showed no size "0" bands ; small
birds such as wrens, warblers, kinglets and chickadees received size " 1" bands. Song
sparrows were given size " IA" bands , size " 3" was listed for Rob ins, size " 2" for
Cowbirds and Baltimore Orioles ! Size "l B" was not listed but was later developed for
use on Chimney Swifts and was then used on a good many species such as
White-throated Sparrows . I started using this size in 1948.
Why Band Birds?
Every bander is asked the question, "Why band birds?" The answer is that birds
can not speak our language or understand what we say. We want to know where birds
go, especially those that migrate , how long they live, and if the Rob in that nested on
our side porch this year was the same one that nested there last year. We want to know
many other things regarding the natural history of birds . Bird banding supplies many
of the answers .
For example , it was known that Chimney Swifts disappeared late in the fall over the
Gulf of Mexico, but the winter home or habitat was unknown. Banding supplied the
answer in 1943. Some natives in Peru, near the headwaters of the Amazon River,
obtained some banded Chimney Swifts and gave the bands to some Americans . (3)
Equipment
Bands , permit, report forms and instructions are furn ished by the ~ ir d Banding
Laboratory, Fish & Wildlife Service of the U. S. Department of the Interior at Laurel ,
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Maryland . Beyond this, the individual bander is largely on his own . Traps and mist
nets are on the market, but many banders construct their own traps with no end of
variety.
I started with two funne l traps and a gathering sleeve . Later, I purchased two, three
and four cell Potter traps . I visited a banding station near Canton, Oh io, where Howard
Braun operated nine water drip traps in a wooded area and had excellent results in
catching warblers; I was impressed . Each trap had six ceLIs. (4) I made two traps
similar to Howard's and used them for a number of years . In late fall and winter, grain
was used for bait and this attracted many ground feeding birds . I also had two
Chardonneret traps, which are of the top opening type, but I did not find them to be
very productive .
I started banding on February 10, 1940 . Although the title of this article refers to 40
years of banding, and it is now 1981, circumst ances prevented me from banding more
than a token number in 1946 and again in 1973, with two trips to the hospital. Omitting
these two years , I still have 40 years of bird-banding. All of my banding stations have
been in Ohio: South Euclid, Willoughby, Hamersville (Brown County), and now
Youngstown .
Unusual Bird Banding Captures
A dedicated bird bander will seldom fail to band a bird that may be captured by
friend s, or even strangers , provided the bird involved is able to fly or swim in a normal
manner. To illustrate, look at this list! See Table l.
Table 1
Birds Captured In Unusual Situations & Banding Date
Virginia Rail
8-16-40 Dip-netted out of a circular, straight- sided
water st orage tank.
Least Bittern
5-21-41 Flew into a downtown Cleveland office.
Bobolink
6-16-41 Two young banded in nest .
Baltimore Oriole
7-29-41 A male was so gorged with red raspberries
that he did not want to fly.
Brown Creeper
10-29-41 Came inside a Cleveland school room; the
teacher brought it to me.
Red-breasted Merganser
5-8-48 Tangled in fi sh line , Lake Erie beach .
Tree Swallow
6-21-48 From boat, put paper sack over nest hole.
Kestrel
6-21-48 Stunned after trying to fly through a tennis
court screen .
Kingfisher
9-13-52 Found rain-soaked on neighbor' s lawn ,
after being dried out, it flew OK .
ighthawk
6-26-53 Two banded on a gravel roof.
Horned Lark
3-6-54 Banded from trap 20 ft. from our back door
when deep snow covered food.
Sora
7-27-57 Found at roadside, appeared uninjured.
Horned Grebe
10-20-60 Landed on a black-top parking lot with rain
puddles !
Chimney Swift
5-24-64 Found in partly closed garage, flew well.
Pied-billed Grebe
11-15-69 Found in a roadside snow drift.
Green Heron
6-23-71 In neighbors yard; fledged nearby.
Kestrel
5-11-74 Three young banded , nest in eave of tool
shed.
Meadowlark
6-8-74 Two young captured just out of nest.
Junco
11-21-77 Trapped over fruit display in grocery.
Starli ng
2-3 -78 Trapped in our fireplace .

Recoveries
A lot of the success of the banding program depends on the reporting of recovered
birds that are banded . ot all finders do so , some because they do not know to open
the small bands to find the addres s printed on the inside .
When a banded bird is found at some distance from the banding point, this is called
a recovery. When a bander captures a bird that he banded previously, this is called a
return. For the purpose of discussion , the writer prefers the following groupings: A.
Summer residents , B. Winter visitors , C. Permanent residents, D. Migrants-mostly
spring and fall.
A. Summer Residents
Bird banding has proven that many birds return to the same neighborhood area
where they were hatched . Examples follow:
An Eas tern Bluebird, banded as a nestling on 5-1 3-41 , returned in 1942 and nested
in the same bird box in which she had been hatched .
A Field Sparrow banded in 1942, returned and was trapped in 1942, 1943 and 1944.
It probably nested in a nearby field.
A Song Sparrow, banded in 1942, returned in 1943 and in 1945 .
In June of 1949 , Hal Harrison and I visited a wet location in Geauga County and
inspected the area for Prothonotary Warblers nests. Hal got some very nice pictures,
one showing part of the female inside the nest cavity and the male at the entrance with
a big green worm . The female wore a band , and I am sure that she was one of the
nestlings I had banded nearby in 1948 . Since Prothonotary Warblers winter in South
America , that band had traveled several thou sand miles (5) .
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Prothonotary Warblers at nest, June 8, 1949.
Photo by Hal Harrison
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A Catbird banded on 5-6-63 at our Willoughby home was retrapped in a water-drip
trap on 7-30-66 and again on 5-19-68, so evidently was a breeding bird and was at least
six years old .
A Common Grackle , banded at Willoughby on 4-14-71 provided an unusual
recovery. It was found dead on 4-10-75 near Paducah, Ky. , a victim of a bird kill
chemical spray supplied by a government agency to destroy a large roost of blackbirds .
A male Red-winged Blackbird, banded near Hamersville, in Brown County, Ohio on
5-10-75, was picked up near Kansas City, Mo . on 6-1 9-77.
B. Winter Visitors
It is not much of a surprise to learn that summer resident birds are likely to return to
the same general area in which they were hatched. This had been suspected for a long
time and banding proved it, but it is somewhat astounding to learn that many of our
winter visitors return to the same place they spent previous winters.
The.Tree Sparrow is one of my favorite birds as they are nice birds to have around
during our cold and snowy winters. This bird readily comes to feedin g station and also
eats weed seeds , thus helping the farmers. How do Tree Sparrows that nest at the
latitude of Hudson Bay, in northern Canada , find the way to my feeding station? I have
banded over 1100 Tree Sparrow .
Here are some of my Tree Sparrow records:
Date Banded
Returns
Band Number
40-132693
2-10-40
2-26-41,1-17-42,1-16-43.
40-142297
4-13-40
2-25-41, 1-11-42
1-15-42,12-25-42
40-199912
2-26-41
40-199943
3-12-41
4-12-42, 12-3-42, 12-19-43, 12-27-44
140-3646
2-26-40
1-7-41,2-7-42,20-13-43
1-25-41 , 1-14-42,2-13-43,4-19-44
140-12934
3-22-40
42-37688
1-29-49
12-24-49, 12-31-50, 12-15-51,
1-11-53 and 1-15-55*
*This bird was at least six years old .
Another Tree Sparrow, banded on 3-26-60 with band o. 63-98904 deserves special
mention ; it was found dead on 2-27-66 by bander A. Flanigan about one mile from my
banding station , the bird attained an age of at least seven years .
Dark-eyed Juncos are easily trapped in Potter traps. Over 1600 bandings are in my
log books. This species does not return to winter feeding stations as often as Tree
Sparrows , but a few do. A Junco banded with band o. 140-12927 on 3-22-40, returned
on 1-3-42 and again on 4-7-45. Another Junco provided my first out of state record.
Banded on 10-20-46, it was found dead 3-29-47 at Sugar Grove , Virginia.
As a bander, my first encounter with Evening Grosbeaks came on January 6, 1960 ,
when a small flock came to our feeders. That day, I captured five females . One of them
already had a band, and upon reporting this to the Bird-banding Laboratory, I learned
that the bird had been banded two years before (2-17-58) at Hallidaysburg
Pennsylvania. The birds did not return the next day.
I did not see any more Evening Grosbeaks until 1972 when a small number appeared
on January 7. The birds liked our sunflower seeds and the flock increased in size ,
reaching a maximum number in March with some lingering until May 9. During the
period, I banded 76 Evening Grosbeaks . One bird had a home-made band, fashioned
of tin , and I sent the metal piece to Banding Headquarters. The Biologist who
examined it surmised that a youngster had somehow captured the bird, not necessarily
in our neighborhood, and tagged the bird to ob serve its frequency of appearance .
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I do not wear gloves when banding Grosbeaks , and while I have been pinched by the
massive beaks , I have not had any blood drawn.
A female banded near Willoughby with band no. 77-1 88873 on April 19, 1972 was
found wedged in the radiator grill of an auto at Gaspe Provincial Park , Quebec, Canada
on June 30, 1975.
In 1976 , Evening Grosbeaks were found in numbers in Brown County, Ohio. They
lingered into late April, and I banded 14 birds near Hamersville.
In 1979, with our banding operations now located at Youngstown, 20 grosbeaks were
banded at our place and at a fri end ' s place where some had wintered.
Pine Siskins are unpredictable as to when or where they will appear, winter and
nest. In 1970, we had a few Siskins come to our feeding station , and I banded 52 of
them du ring April and May. one appeared in 1971, but I was amazed to see so many
appear from January until mid-May in 1972 . The little birds were not only numerous
but quite tame . My traps were nearly always placed on the ground . I operated four or
five at a time in our back yard. It was not uncommon for me to remove a bird from a
trap and see another Siskin set off the trigger in the next trap . I nearly wore out my
pants at the knees that winter. For more details on the capture of 356 Siskins, see my
account in Inland Bird Banding News (6).
One Siskin I caught on 5-9-72 had been banded on 3-4-72 near Cumberland, Md . The
first five months of 1972 were extremely good for banding as it was a "finch year. "
Since I was newly retired , I had plenty of time to band the birds that came in droves.
The experience was one of the high spots of 40 years of banding . Each morning, for
about five months, our lawn trees provided singing perches for dozens of the above
mentioned birds plus the usual winterin g Goldfin ches , Chickadees and Cardinals.
During the first week of May , we had the unu sual sight of several male Evening
Grosbeaks and two male Rose-breasted Grosbeaks as they hulled out the sunflower
seeds on the platform of a feeder. Cardinals added to the colorful assembly.
C. Permanent Residents
The Goldfinch is a year round resident in most of eastern U. S. as attested by the
annual Christmas Bird Counts . My records indicate that 40 years ago the Goldfinch
was hard to find in winter time in northern Ohio, and good sized flocks would appear
during the first 10 days in May, presumably after wintering in the South. In recent
years, large numbers of people maintain feeders, and this has greatly increased the
numbers of over-wintering finche s. Along with the Siskins mentioned above, I banded
146 Goldfinches in 1972. They got along very well with the other customers at the
feeding stations . Bird feed is now a big business as any feed mill or grain dealer can
tell you. Much of our sunflower seeds come in SO lb. sacks from North Dakota.
The winter of 1977 was snowy and bitter cold during the months of January,
February, and March. We had a good number of Goldfinches, so I banded 108 of them
in our back yard. Two of them, banded 1-4-77 and 2-28-77, came back to visit us
2-26-79 and 1-39-79. Evidently they can survive the cold if they have a good food
supply.
One Goldfinch, banded on 2-17-62 at Willoughby, was captured on 4-26-63 at the
Ashtabula, Ohio banding station of Howard and Marcella Meahl. Another, banded
4-12-71 , checked in at Ashtabula on 12-29-71. I have no idea as to why they went to
Meahl's station . The Carolina Wren gradually moved into Northern Ohio some years
ago and did quite well, appearing at feedin g stations in winter time. But the terribly
cold winters of 1976 and 1977 nearly wiped out the population as proven by the
Christmas Bird Counts from 1978 through 1980. A Carolina Wren made a record for
elapsed time of banding to recovery. Banded on Oct. 17, 1971, the bird was caught and
killed by a cat, about a block away, the next day J
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The Mourning Dove moved into the permanent resident class during the past 20
years . Prior to 1960, most of them migrated to southern states when cold weather
came. Most Christmas counts show more Doves wintering in recent years . Last year
we had 22 Doves feeding all winter. There are two possible explanations:
1. -More feeding stations in winter time.
2. - Farmers now have machines that not only cut the corn stalks but shell the corn
as it moves along. Some naturalists have observed that the machines lose some of the
shelled corn on the ground, providing the doves with a new food source.
The writer has observed that Mourning Doves that have wintered often lose some of
their toe-nails during our cold Ohio winters. While the legs of many wintering birds
are scaley and hard as protection , the Doves have fleshy tarsi and often are chapped
and rough to the touch . Some Doves have lost two or three toenails on each foot. This is
found on AHY birds only. This condition does not appear to handicap the birds in any
way.
My record for age of a Mourning Dove was from one banded near Willoughby on
5-5-63 and recaptured on 9-13-67 , so it was at least four years of age.
The House Finch is a new bird in the permanent resident group. I saw the first few
at Youngstown during the last week of December, 1976. Since then the birds have
been increasing and are regular patrons at feeding stations . I have noticed that nearly
all of the House Finches give a few musical notes just after they leave my hand after
being banded . 0 other bird I know of does this so nicely.
D. Migrants
White-crowned Sparrows have been my favorite sparrow for many years. They pass
through northern Ohio in May and October. Two of my banding stations, South Euclid

and Willoughby, were so favored by White-crowns that I banded more of them than I
did White-throated Sparrows. Only one White-crown tried to winter at our place near
Willoughby, but we found this species wintered in good numbers in Brown County in
southern Ohio . They readily came to feeding stations and were often found in brushy
field edges.
One interesting record was that of a bird banded at Willoughby on 5-4-63 and killed
two days later when it tried to fly through a window in Tonawanda, N.Y. That town is
near Buffalo and more than 150 miles from my banding station.
Lincoln's Sparrow is hard to find in brushy places. I usually found them in my traps
before I found any in the lawn or garden areas. My total was 108, and nearly all were
caught in Potter type traps .
Yellow-rumped and Nashville Warblers were attracted by water-drip traps . When
one is trapped, others tend to come to watch, and some are caught in the next cell. The
Orange-crowned Warbler is a seldom seen warbler, but we had a real good look at
seven of them in our hands.
White-crowned Sparrows are readily trapped with chick grain as bait. The race or
sub-species known as Gambel' s White-crowned Sparrow tends to breed west of
Hudson Bay and north of our mid-western states . It is identified by the superciliary
line, which is gray or grayish white, that continues to the bill so that the lores are
white. See the photo by R.K . Bell. Of the 1,266 White-crowned Sparrows banded, 18
(1.420/0) were Gambel's Sparrows. As one would expect, some intermediates were also
found.
Three out of 1,617 Juncos banded were quite different from our Slate-colored Juncos
which are so well known in Ohio. These were Oregon Juncos. One of the western
birds was examined in the hand by the late Dr. H.C. Oberholser and identified as
Shufeldt' s Junco.

White-crowned Sparrow

GambeI's White-crowned Sparrow
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Photo by Ed. Noel
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Photo by Ralph Bell
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Summary
Table 2 lists the number of each bird species banded , with the Song Sparrow leading
the list with 1,885. Next were Juncos, White-crowned Sparrows and Tree Sparrows in
that order. The surprise element in bird-banding makes it interesting because you
never know what you are going to catch next! While I have not captured and banded
very many birds compared to what other banders have, it has been a rewarding
experience. When banders· report their experiences, returns, and other data, we are
contributing to the science of ornithology. I recommend it.

Table 2 - Birds Banded 1940-1980
Horned Grebe
1
Pied-billed Grebe
2
Green Heron
1
Least Bittern
1
Mallard
43
Red-br. Merganser
1
Kestrel
8
Bobwhite
21
Virginia Rail
1
Sora
1
Killdeer
5
Mourning Dove
175
2
Barn Owl
Screech Owl
6
Nighthawk
2
Chimney Swift
1
Kingfisher
2
Flicker
12
Red-bell. Woodpecker
2
Hairy Woodpecker
5
Downy Woodpecker
59
Eastern Kingbird
5
Phoebe
7
Willow Flycatcher
22
Least Flycatcher
2
Wood Pewee
1
Horned Lark
6
Tree Swallow
1
Bam Swallow
16
Blue Jay
173
Crow
1
Black-cap Chickadee
325
Tufted Titmouse
165
White-br. Nuthatch
10
Red-br. uthatch
1
Brown Creeper
1
House Wren
145
Winter Wren
3
6
Carolina Wren
Mockit.gbird
2
Catbird
360
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Brown Thrasher
Robin
Wood Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Swainson ' s Thrush
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Veery
Bluebird
Golden-cr. KingJet
Ruby-cr. KingJet
Cedar Waxwing
Starling
Solitary Vireo
B1ack-and- White Warbler
Prothonotary Warbler
Blue-winged Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Orange-cr. Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Cape May Warbler
B1ack-thr. Blue Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-thr. Green Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Chestnut-sided Warbler
Bay-breasted Warbler
Black-poll Warbler
Palm Warbler
Ovenbird
Yellowthroat
Yellow-breasted Chat
Hooded Warbler
Wilson Warbler
Canada Warbler
Redstart
Bobolink
Meadowlark
Red-winged Blackbird
Baltimore Oriole
Rusty Blackbird

57
199
13
8
22
17
2
134
7
8
8
157
1
1
30
10
16
7
24
15
9
8
2
53
4
1
5
3
3
7
7
122
3
1
16
1
17
2
2
198
15
2
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Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird
Scarlet Tanager
Cardinal
Rose-br. Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Evening Grosbeak
Purple Finch
House Finch
Redpoll
Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow

292
532
6
396
16
12
114
47
80
3
419
828
34

1

Dark-eyed Junco
*Oregon Junco
Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
White-cr. Sparrow
*Gambel' s Sparrow
White-thr. Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Lincoln ' s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
Song Sparrow

1614
3
1139
88
276
1248
18
802
13
108
40
1885

108 species, 2 sub-species*

7
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Book Reviews

In The Literature

North American Game Birds and Mammals by A. Starker Leopold, R.J. Gutierrez, and
M.T. Bronson. 1981, Charles Scribner's Sons, 597 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017,
iIIU8., 198 pp., Price $19.95.
The words game birds and animals in the title of this book might drive away some
bird watchers , but this book is worth the attention of all those interested in the
outdoors . It is intended to serve as a guide to the natural history, geographic
distribution and ecology of game birds and animals , all of which are of great interest to
nature lovers .
One might hope that the modern emphasis on non-game animal research and
conservation will cause wildlife scientists to broaden the scope of their treatment of
birds and animals in the future to include birds and animals other than game species in
their work. Indeed one wonders how Leopold et al can reasonably justify calling the
Whooping Crane, Prairie Chicken , Trumpeter Swan, and Black-footed Ferret game .
They are game only in a historical sense . The tragedy of the Passenger Pigeon is
discussed in light of its importance in the founding of the conservaion movement.
Maybe we will see books in the future discuss management techniques applied to
other species .
evertheless this is an interesting book, presenting concise, accurate portrayals of
many of our favorite animals and birds . The authors are eminent wildlife biologists . A.
Starker Leopold is the son of the renowned ecologist Aldo Leopold . The book is
illustrated with fine pencil drawings by Gene M. Christman. Large, clear range maps
are provided for each species . One hundred thirty-five species of birds and mammals
are covered . The authors include information on range, habitat, distribution, diet,
movements, breeding , hunting facts , need for conservation, and other interesting
facts of ecological interest.
A. R. Buckelew, Jr., EdItor

Because of last summer' s BBC trip to the Kirtland's Warbler breeding grounds in
Michigan , many of our members are more aware of the life history of this endangered
bird . Cowbird control is acknowledged to be an important factor in the recovery of the
bird . Writing in The Jack-Pine Warbler 59:76-91, Lawrence Ryel reports that the
warbler has failed to make fuJI recovery in spite of Cowbird control measures. Ryel
uses statistical analysis to show that recent fluctuations in Kirtland's Warbler
numbers correlate well with winter rainfall in the Bahama Islands, the bird ' s winter
home. Rye! uses another statistical method to show that Kirtland's Warbler population
is not density dependent. That is, its numbers are not limited by available habitat and
croWding . Ryel's article , "Population change in the Kirtland's Warbler," is
accompanied on page 93 of the same issue of The Jack-Pine Warbler by the results of
the 1981 Kirtland' s Warbler census also written by Ryel. The 1981 census shows 232
Kirtland's Warbler singling males , down slightly from 1980, but up from 167 in 1974.
The House Finch continues its march westward. Firmly established in the Ohio
Valley , it now breeds in Indiana (D . D. Heller, 1982. The inevitable: House Finches
found nesting in Indiana. The Indiana Audubon Quarterly 60:6-13), and is wintering in
Mississippi (J. A. Jackson , 1981. The House Finch, a new species for Mississippi, The
Mississippi Kite 11 : 7-10) .
George Miksch Sutton is the author of " On aerial and ground displays of the world's
snipes ," (Wilson Bulletin, 93 :457-477) . His exhaustive study of the 13 species of
snipes lead him to conclude that the hooting sounds made by courting Common Snipes
may be " produced by the pressing downward or from side to side of the whole tail. "
Many believe that these sounds are produced by the narrowed outer pair of rectrices;
however, Dr. Sutton ' s research shows that these feathers are not narrowed
significantly in all Common Snipes and that other snipe species have one to several
outermost pairs of rectrices narrowed .
Dr. Sutton gives an interesting account of the Swedish scientist W. Meve's
demonstration in the 1850s of the snipe' s " musical feathers of the tail." Meves fixed
snipe rectrices " on levers that he might wave them with greater force through the
air ," demonstrating how the feathers produced snipe courting sounds mechanically .
A.R. Buckelew, Jr., Editor
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PATRONIZE YOUR CLUB STORE

1982 Program
The Brooks Bird Qub, Inc.

Ornithological Books for Sale
The list of West Virginia Birds by George A. Hall .............. . ...... . ..... S .50
32 page booklet , cover iIIus. by Carol Rudy . Reprint of a Redstart article gives facts
on status and breeding records for every bird species in the state of W. Va.
Birds of Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood ......... . ....... ... ..... . ...... ... S2 .00
A Field Guide to Bird' s Nests by Hal H. Harrison . ......... ... .. ... .... .. .. . S8 .00
Peterson Field Guide Series, 257 pps. , 222 color photos of nests and eggs , 222 bird
sketches . Info. on range , habitat, etc. for species East of Miss . R. H.H.H . is past
president of the BBC and honorary member. Autographed .
Field Guide to Western Bird's Nests by Hal H. Harrison ......... . ...... .... S10.95
Birds of North America by Robb ins, Bruun and Zimm . iIIus . by Arthur Singer.
Popular field guide, excellent color iIIus., range maps, field marks. Autographed .
Softback S4 .75
Hardback S6.50
Family Nature Guide by Jean Worthley .. .......... . . .. . . .. ............. .. S7.25
Dozen Birding Hotspots by George Harrison. Autographed ... . . . ... .. . .. . . . $10.95
The Backyard Birdwatcher by George Harrison . Autogra phed ..... . ........ . $13.75
Add fifty cents for postage per order.
Bumper Tag - Beware of sudden stops bird watchers car .. . ........ .. .. ...... $1 .00
Bumper Tag - BBC .............. ...... .. .... . ....... . . .. . . .. .. ....... . $1.00
BBC Shoulder Patch .. ....... . . . . ...... .. . .. . .. ...... ..... . . . .. .. .. .. .. $1 .00

Date
January 1-31
February 1-28

March 5-7
March2S-28
April 4
May 2 or9
June 1-30
June 3-12
June 25-30
July 21-25
August 21-31
September 1-30
September 2-7
September 17-19
October 22-24
November 6
December 18-31

ActIvity
Place
BBC Membership Month ..... Mail to H.Q., Wheeling, WV
Write article or observation
Mail to:
for the REDSTART ................... Dr. A. R. Buckelew
Early Spring Meeting - Jackson's Mill ........ Weston, WV
Butternut Lodge, Ottawa Refuge ........ Port Clinton, Ohio
Waterfowl Field Trip .................. Seneca Lake, Ohio
Century Day Count ...................... All local groups
25-Mile Breeding Bird Surveys ............ All local groups
BBC Foray - Peterkin Conf. Center ........... Romney, WV
Field Trip - Anne Eddy' s Parents' Lodge .. Rosseau, Canada
Field Trip - Preston County ............... Terra Alta, WV
Operation Bird Banding .................. Red Creek, WV
Operation Bird Banding .................. Red Creek, WV
BBC Reunion & Annual Meeting ............ Anthony, WV
Weekend Hawk Counts ................ W. Va. Mountains
BBC 50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION Oglebay Park ........................... Wheeling, WV
BBC Annual Board of
Directors Meeting .............. BBC Clubroom , Wheeling
Christmas Bird Counts ................... All local groups

BBCFORAYS
1982 - May 29 - June 12, Camp Peterkin, Romney, WV
1983 - June 4 - June 18, Camp Pocahontas, Bartow, WV
1984 - June 7 - June 16, Wyoming Youth Camp, Wyoming Co., WV
REDSTART EDITORIAL POllCY
Original papers in the field of natural history are published in the Redstart. Papers
are judged on the basis of their contributions to original data , ideas , or interpretations .
Scientific accuracy is most important and to this end an Advisory Board, selected by
the Editorial Staff, will review submitted papers . Papers should be typewritten, double
spaced on one side of the paper only. Clarity and conciseness of presentation are
very important.

April23-2S
May 1-3
May 15
May 20-23

Activities of Speclal Interest
DNR Spring ature Tour .......... Hawk' s Nest State Park
D R Webster County Nature Tour ...... Camp Caesar, WV
W . VA. Youth Conservation Day ..... Holly River State Park
Annual Wildflower Pilgrimate ....... Blackwater Falls, WV
"SORTIE" ........................ Contact George Koch

SEASONAL FIELD AND BANDING NOTES DUE
March 15
BROOKS BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP
The Brooks Bird Clu b is a non-profit organization whose objective is to encourage
the study and conservation of birds and other phases of natural history . Membership
includes subscriptions to the RED STA RT and MAILBAG and entitles one to all the
privileges offered by the Club . Classes of membership are : Student, $5.00 ; A<=!ive ,
$12 .00 ; Family $15.00 ; Sustaining, $25 .00; Life, $200 .00 . Checks should be written
payable to the Brooks Bird Club and mailed to 707 Warwood Avenue, Wheeling , Wes t
Virginia .

June 15

September 15

December 15

MAIL: Field Notes to: Dr. GregE. Eddy, 1746 Pine Valley Drive, Vienna, Va. 22180
Banding Notes to: Ralph K. Bell, R.D. I, Box 229 , Clarksville, Pa . 15322
The dates for the 1982 BBC program were selected as most appropriate for our
scheduled activity and place. Some dates and places have not been confirmed at this
early date so some changes beyond our control might be necessary. When such is the
case, notification will be made as soon as possible in the MAIL BAG.

