
-------------------------'-----------,,----., 



T~REDSTART 
VOLUME 48, NUMBER 2 

EdItorialStaIf 

EdItor 
Albert R. Buckelew, Jr. 
Biology Department 
Bethany College 
Bethany, W.Va. 26032 

Fleld Notes Editor 
Dr. Greg E. Eddy 
Waynesburg College 
Waynesburg, Pa. 15370 

Banding News Editor 
Ralph K. Bell 
R.D. 1 Box 229 
Clarksville, Pa. 15322 

Art Editor 
Anne Shreve 
P.O. Box 311 
St. Albans, W.Va. 25177 

Advisory EdItorial Board 
Harold E. Burtt, Roland D. Cowger, 
George A. Hall, George F. Hurley, 
John Laitsch, Nevada Laitsch, 
Maxine Thacker 

APRIL,1981 

Contents Page 

Brewer's Blackbird in Eastern West Virginia 
-Charles O. Handley, Jr .................................... 62 

White-breasted Nuthatches Maintain Territory in Pairs Year Round 
-Harold E. Burtt and Benjamin P. Burtt ...................... 64 

Long-stalked Holly and Birds 
-Maurice Brooks .......................................... 66 

Shorebirds at Beckley Airport 
-J. Lawrence Smith ....................................... 67 

Allegheny Front Migration Observatory Record for 1980 
-George A. Hall .......................................... 68 

A Place Where Time Stands Still 
-Leland S. Devore ........................................ 72 

Constitution and By-laws of the Brooks Bird Club, Inc. . ........... 73 

Field Notes 
-Greg Eddy .............................................. 76 

Banding News 
-Ralph K. Bell ............................................ 81 

Book Reviews ............................................... 83 

Erratum .................................................... 87 

THE REDSTART is published quarterly in January. A::>ril. July and October at 707 WaN'ood Aye .. Wheeling. W. Va. 20003. 
The journal of the Brooks Bird Club. it is mailed to all members in good standing. Non*member subscription price is SIO.oo. 
Individual copies S2.OO except the Foray issue which is S4.00. Changes of address and requests for back issues should be mailed 10 

707 Wan\'ood Ave .. Wheeling, W. Va. 26003. Articles for publication and books for re .... iew should be mailed to the Editor. 
Printed by The Vi1l1 p y Press - Brooke News. Wellsburg, W. Va. 26070 

61 



Brewer's Blackbird In 
Eastern West Virginia 

Charles O. Handley, Jr. 

Brewer's Blackbird is widespread and abundant in the western United States. 
Observations of it in the East are few, but they are increasing in frequency. In West 
Virginia there have been several sight records of Brewer's Blackbirds in the past thirty 
years, all of them in the western half ofthe State (fide George Hall, 1980). On the other 
hand, this species has been observed a number of times in western Virginia, in the 
Shenandoah ValIey, and in Augusta, Montgomery, and Washington counties (Lamer, 
Y .L.R., ed., Virginia Avifauna no. 2, p. 98, 1979). Thus, it is not surprising that I have 
now encountered it in Greenbrier County in the eastern part of West Virginia. 

On 26 October 1980 I observed two female Brewer's Blackbirds for several minutes 
as they picked about cattle tracks in mud bordering Tuckwiller's Pond, in a pasture 
beside U.S. Route 60, 2.9 miles NW Lewisburg. They were not accompanied by other 
blackbirds. Then on 20 December 1980 I found a flock of about twenty Brewer's 
Blackbirds, both females and males, together with Cowbirds and Starlings, in a cattle 
feedlot beside Route 60, 2.3 miles NW Lewisburg. In both instances light conditions 
were excellent and the birds were observed from a car window at a distance of about 
thirty feet with 7x35 binoculars and a 20x spotting scope. 

Observers throughout West Virginia should be on the lookout for Brewer's 
Blackbirds, particularly around barnyards, feedlots, and pastures. I suspect that this 
species is sometimes overlooked. It can be distinguished at any distance from Starlings 
by its longer tail and more slender build; from Grackles by its smaller size, much more 
slender bill, and shorter, flattish (not v-shaped in cross-section), square-tipped tail; 
and from Cowbirds by its larger size and longer bill. Closer up, of course, all of these 
species, as well as the Red-winged Blackbird, reveal distinctive color patterns. If they 
are calling, their notes also are quite different. 

Brewer's and Rusty Blackbirds are congeneric and superficially similar. Size and 
build are almost identical. The Rusty has a more slender bill, but this difference is 
difficult to appreciate unless by unlikely coincidence the birds are side by side. Rusties 
may be found with cattle, as Brewer's are, but they characteristically associate with 
water---streambanks, either in forest or in the open, and marsh and swamp 
edges---places seldom visited by Brewer's. 

At short-range, it is not difficult to distinguish Brewer's Blackbird from the Rusty 
Blackbird, but the popular field guides are not very helpful in explaining how to do it. 
The male Brewer's and both sexes of the Rusty have pale eyes. Female Brewer's, on 
the other hand, have dark eyes and thus are easy to recognize. Juvenile Rusties have 
dark eyes, but they soon turn pale, before the birds reach our latitude. Both sexes of 
Cowbird have dark eyes. Female Cowbird and female Brewer's, both dark-eyed, could 
be confused, but body size and bill shape are very different. 

Brewer's and Rusty Blackbirds molt in late summer--a postnuptial molt. Feathers of 
the fresh plumage are brown-edged, paler on the underparts, darker on the dorsum. 
The brown edging is narrow in Brewer's, wide in the Rusty. Gradually the brown 
edges wear off, eventually revealing the nuptial plumage. Because of the difference in 
width, the brown disappears relatively quickly in Brewer's, slowly in the Rusty. 

In fresh plumage, that is, in early faIl, the male Brewer's Blackbird appears black, 
lightly barred or veiled on throat and breast with buff and on head and back with 
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brown. The female Brewer's in fresh plumage is unpatterend brown, paler on the 
underparts. In both sexes, the narrow brown feather edges disappear entirely in some 
individuals as early as September, in most by November or December, and in a few as 
late as February. To some extent this variation may be due to individual differences in 
behavior, leading to differing wear rates. It may be related also to age if the brown 
edging is wider in young birds and narrower in old individuals. 

Because the brown feather edging disappears so quickly, most Brewer's Blackbirds 
in our area show little, if any, trace of it in.their plumage. Winter and spring males 
should be (or appear to be) immaculate black, with a greenish sheen on the body and 
purplish on the head. This iridescence is best seen (and can be very striking) in the 
slanting rays of early morning or late afternoon sun. At other times it may not be so 
noticeable and birds may even appear to be plain black. Winter and spring female 
Brewer's are plain grayish-brown to grayish-black, with little difference between 
underparts and dorsum. The body may have a moderate greenish sheen. 

In contrast, female and male plumage is similar in fall and early winter Rusty 
Blackbirds. Throat, breast, and a stripe above the eye are buffy-brown while the rest of 
the head and back are rusty-brown (thus, "rusty" blackbird). The broad brown feather 
edgings may totally obscure the underlying black or may impart a strongly barred 
effect. By late winter, female Rusties become plain dark gray, darker above, and lose 
the face pattern. Some male Rusties lose the face pattern by December and all brown 
edges as early as January. Most, however, don't lose all of the brown until March or 
April, several months after the Brewer's have become immaculate. In the hand it can 
be seen that the spring male Rusty has the same pattern as Brewer's---greenish-black 
body and purplish-black head---but there is almost no iridescence, so in the field, in all 
lights, the bird usually appears plain black. 
Summary: 

1) In flocks of Brewer's Blackbirds some (the females) will be dark-eyed; in flocks of 
Rusties all will be pale-eyed. 

2) In fall and winter, Brewer's will be more or less plain-faced; most Rusties will 
have a prominent buffy stripe above the eye. 

3) In winter (November - February) most male Brewer's will appear to be 
immaculate blackish; most male Rusties will be brownish or barred. 

4) Male Brewer's in nuptial plumage (winter and spring) in good light will show 
iridescence---purplish on head, greenish on body; male Rusties in nuptial plumage 
(spring) usually will appear to be plain black. 

S) Look for Brewer's in the open, in barnyards, feedlots, and pastures; expect 
Rusties on the banks of streams and ponds and around marshes and swamps, both in 
forest and in the open. 
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White-breasted Nuthatches Maintain 
Territory in Pairs Year Round 

Harold E. Burtt and Benjamin P. Burtt 

INTRODUCTION 
This article presents data from our Feeder Survey supporting the hypothesis that 

White-breasted Nuthatches (Sitta Carolinensis) function as a pair throughout the year 
to maintain a territory and keep other Nuthatches out ofthat territory. In the spring, of 
course. the territory is used for nest~ng but during the rest of the year it is used 
primarily for foraging and feeding. Our Feeder Survey is conducted during the winter 
months and thus can determine to what extent territories are maintained during that 
period. 

This hypothesis was first suggested by Butts (1927) as follows: "Each pair of 
Nuthatches had a definite feeding territory throughout the year. --- Beside the mated 
pairs which have established territories there are a number of wandering birds. In case 
of the disappearance of one member of a mated pair its place may be taken by one of 
the wandering birds." 

Butts banded and color marked all the Nuthatches in a large sanctuary near Ithaca, 
New York. His conclusions were based on many hours of observation of 24 individual 
birds in the area. The territories maintained by pairs had an approximate area of 25 
acres in woodlands and 50 acres in semi-wooded regions. 

METHOD 
The Feeder Survey method has been described elsewhere (Burtt and Burtt 1979). It 

was designed originally to provide a sample of population trends. Briefly, it involves 
readers of a "Bird Notes" column in the Syracuse Sunday Herald American. For a 
designated week the participants report by mail the maximum number of birds of each 
species observed at or near the feeder at anyone time. While the report may not 
include all the individual birds present during the week it does preclude counting the 
same bird more than once and yields a definitely known number of birds. 

After the reports for the week are received, those few from obviously incompetent 
observers are discarded and then a random sample of 100 is drawn for analysis. The 
Survey is made for the first week of November, December, January, February, March 
and April. 

RESULTS 
Data used in the present study of the Nuthatch are available from December 1971 

through April 1980 with the exception of December 1975; a total of 5200 repor:s. There 
are weeks in which some reports do not include Nuthatches at all. Droppmg such 
reports leaves a sample of 3576 reports for analysis. 

Table 1 shows the frequency of the various maxima, for example there are 1962 
reports of a maximum of two birds. In the last column these frequencies are reduced to 
a percent of the total 3576. . . . . 

The Nuthatches. if they are conforming to the hypotheSIS, functIOn as a paIr m 
maintaining their territory. While doing this they are sometimes close together, 
perhaps eating. and sometimes at different points in the territory, perhaps each 
chasing an intruder. However the comparative amount of time spent together or alone 
is of little interest. The most important point is that there never would be more than 
two Nuthatches in the territory except for an occasional momentary intruder. The 
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presence of other species is irrelevant as the Nuthatches probably make no effort to 
evict them. 

If a bird feeder is maintained in the territory, it provides a sample of behavior of the 
Nuthatches in that territory. The sample will sometimes have both members ofthe pair 
at the feeder and sometimes only one of them. Here again the comparative frequency 
of these alternatives is unimportant. The crucial point is the frequency of two 
Nuthatches or less at the feeder. 

Similarly the last six rows of the table tend to support the hypothesis in terms of the 
infrequency of reports of more than two birds. Regardless of how frequently during the 
week the observers check their feeders, the weeks during which they see more than 
two birds sometime during the week constitute only 130/0 of the total reports. 

Actually, some ofthese reports where more than two are seen can be accounted for 
otherwise and do not run counter to the hypothesis. A few feeders, rather than being 
within a single territory, may be near the junction of two adjacent territories that are 
each defended by two birds so that the feeder is sampling both territories. Thus three 
birds may appear at the feeder or even four. Any such samples are not contrary to the 
hypothesis of two birds per territory and really should not be included in the reports of 
more than two birds. If such cases could be identified and were dropped, the 
percentage of the reports of more than two birds in a single territory would be even 
less than the 130/0 reported here. It should also be noted that there are almost no 
reports (1.80/0) of more than four birds. 

The Table appears to establish the fact that there are numerous weekly reports of 
two birds or less and very few weekly reports of more that two birds. Actually, the 
mean ofthe maxima in Table 1 is 1.91 which is fairly close to the hypothesized two 
birds. If the behavior at the feeders is an adequate sampl<! of behavior in the 
territories, then the results of our Feeder Survey lend further support to the hypothesis 
that White-breasted Nuthatches function in pairs to maintain a territory throughout 
the year. 

Table 1 
Maximum Number of Nuthatches Seen At One Time 

Maximum 
Per Report 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Frequency 
of Reports 

1141 
1962 
240 
168 
27 
34 

2 
2 

3576 
REFERENCES 

Percent 
Frequency 

31.9 
54.9 

6.7 
4.7 
0.8 
0.9 

0.05 
0.05 

Burtt. H. E. and B. P. Burtt. 1979. The Feeder Survey as a Method For Evaluating 
Bird Populations. The Redstart, 46. 128-132. 
Butts. W. K. 1927. The Feeding Range of Certain Birds. Auk, 44, 329-350. 
Butts, W. K. 1931. A Study of the Chickadee and White-breasted Nuthatch By Means 
of Marked Individuals. Part 3; The White-breasted Nuthatch. Bird Banding, 2. 59-76. 
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Long-Stalked Holly and Birds 
Maurice Brooks 

Native species of holly (!lex), whether evergreen or deciduous, are not generally 
notable among plants which are attractive to birds. Most holly fruits are eaten 
sparingly, if at all. In early spring when all food is particularly scarce, bluebirds, 
robins and early thrushes may eat a few. One holly species, however, is a shining 
exception to this rule. It is the local mountain-dwelling long-stalked holly, 1. collina, 
also called in some literature 1. longipes. 

Members of the B.B.C. and others associated with Oglebay Park have a vested 
interest in this showy shrub; it was discovered on one of the early nature schools which 
the late A.B. Brooks led so successfully. During a camping trip which made 
headquarters at Camp Woodbine, Nicholas County, one ofthe campers brought to Mr. 
Brooks a twig of a shrub which had prominent fruits borne abundantly on long (lil inch 
or so) pedicels. He asked Brooks what it was; A.B. took a long look, and then replied, 
"I don't know; I never saw anything like it before." 

Further investigation led to its identification as a holly species known from high 
mountain areas in southern Appalachia, but not previously recorded in West Virginia. 
It proved to be fairly common along this stretch of the Cranberry River, and later it was 
discovered in the vicinity of Cheat Bridge, on Shavers Fork of Cheat River in Randolph 
County. At this station it grows in seeps and swampy places up to elevations of 4,000 
feet or more. On White Top of Cheat Mt., near the military fortifications of Civil War 
Camp Milroy, it flourishes among trenches dug by coal strippers. 

During years when its blossoms are not injured by lat(! frosts, long-stalked holly is a 
profuse bearer, its handsome scarlet fruits half the size of sour cherries. The fruits 
turn from green to red in late September, and are at their best color in mid-October. In 
rare instances there are individual shrubs whose fruits ripen in a clear lemon yellow 
color; no trace of scarlet appears. 

I have watched long-stalked holly plants over the years since its discovery with us, 
and I have been amazed at its attractiveness for birds. Unlike other hollies I know, this 
one is seemingly a prime favorite; birds of a lot of species swarm to it during the period 
of ripening. 

The fall of 1981 was a particularly productive one for these shrubs; I had a number of 
opportunities to observe them during October. Visitors began arriving as the fruits 
reddened; they reached a peak about October 20, and by early November all the fruits 
were stripped; the shrubs had their winter bareness. 

Regular visitors included White-throated Sparrows, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, 
Robins, Swainson's Thrushes, Catbirds, Brown Thrashers, Scarlet Tanagers, and 
others. On a few occasions I have flushed Ruffed Grouse from the tangles, and an 
experienced turkey hunter tells me that he has great success where the hollies are in 
fruit. 

So far as I am aware, no nursery company now offers long-stalked holly for home 
plantings. A horticulturist at West Virginia University has rooted cuttings, both the 
red- and yellow-fruited forms, and I have specimens of both growing vigorously on 
my lawn in Morgantown. They are in a dry, sunny location, but I have given the plants 
very heavy mulches of sphagnum moss. They seem at home, are growing well, and I 
am hoping that they may bear for the benefit of birds and humans alike. 
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Shorebirds at Beckley Airport 
J. Lawrence Smith 

Numbers of shorebirds, unusual for mountainous, southern West Virginia, were 
found at a pond at the entrance to the Beckley airport during May 1978. Rain and 
unseasonably cold temperatures during the first half of May would largely account for 
their appearance. The lowest temperature during the period was 31°F (O°C) on the 
morning.of May 2. Average daily temperatures at Beckley were often 10 degrees below 
the norm as recorded on the Fahrenheit scale. 

The pond is roughly triangular in shape and measures about 200 feet along the sides 
as well as along the deep end. One side was more favorable for feeding and wading 
shorebirds where earth-moving equipment used in nearby construction has exposed 
the earth at places above and below the water level. The result was the creation, by 
mechanical means, of "mud flats" favored by sandpipers. The presence of shorebirds 
here over a period of time offered an opportunity, rare in West Virginia, to study at 
~ength their distinguishing characteristics of plumage and note comparisons of their 
sizes. 

The first sandpipers seen at the pond were two Greater Yellowlegs, eight Lesser 
Yellow-legs and a Solitary Sandpiper counted on April 29. It was evident both 
yellow-legs species were present when one bird moved close to another that towered 
over it in size. The Greater Yellowlegs voiced its emphatic, whistled call and 
occasionally tipped forward with mechanical bows as the Lesser Yellowlegs moved 
about nervously jabbing in the shallows. The Solitary was easily distinguished by its 
greenish legs and the white in its tail when it took flight. 

Two Semipalmated Plovers were among the sandpipers seen on May 6. This plover 
could be compared somewhat to a small Killdeer in appearance with it having its 
breast ringed once while the Killdeer has two rings, but beyond this all similarities 
end. The Semipalmated is subdued in movements and voice while the Killdeer is much 
more vociferous, animated and on the move. When the little plovers flushed from the 
shore, where they had remained almost motionless and hidden by their contrasting 
patterns, they appeared much like sandpipers in flight. 

The greatest number of birds had arrived by May 8 when 60 sandpipers of six 
species were counted during the next several days. Semipalmated Sandpipers 
accounted for the largest number with 20 to 25 present. Others counted were ten 
Pectoral Sandpipers, eight Lesser Yellowlegs (the Greater Yellowlegs were now 
absent), five or so Least Sandpipers and a few Solitary and Spotted Sandpipers. 

Upon arriving in the morning on May 9, my attention was immediately drawn to a 
striking bird in the shallows. It was spinning in circles and jabbing at the water in the 
distinctive feeding behavior of a phalarope and was a female Wilson's Phalarope in 
breeding dress. The top of its head and nape were largely white with the exception that 
it appeared more gray on the forehead and front of the crown. This was in contrast to 
black through the eyes and down the sides of the neck which was edged with chestnut 
that faded quickly into white on the breast. Only briefly did it walk from the water 
revealing its dark legs as I continued to study it for some minutes. The bird was still 
there later in the day when I returned with other observers who wanted to see it. 

Perhaps of all birds, the ones of sea and shore seem most likely to be waifs on the 
wind. There can be no denying that it was an adverse wind that blew the phalarope 
from its fixed course much to my surprise and delight. As the billowy clouds were 
being driven by a stiff wind, I thought of the journey ahead for the phalarope. Of many 
mountains yet to cross, patchworks of fields and farms stretching to the horizon until, 
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hundreds and hundreds of miles hence, it would come to rest on a pothole in one of the 
prairie provinces of Canada. 

Late in the afternoon, during fog and rain on May 14, I found another species had 
arrived at the pond. Five Dunlins with rusty backs, down-turned bills and distinctive 
black bellies stood out among the sandpipers. 

The following morning, I found the Dunlins still there when a rather large bird 
sprang from cattails at the shallow end and flew low over the water with its yellow feet 
trailing. After overcoming my astonishment, I realized it was a gallinule as it flew to 
the far end where it landed in the open and I could study it carefully after walking 
closer. It was so chicken-like in its overall appearance and movements and there was 
an almost vulture-like look about its head. The white forehead and bill that was largely 
red, but tipped with yellow, marked it a Purple Gallinule. It took short flights along the 
shore until it finally became hidden in the cattails from which it had flown. 

A number of Common Snipe were found at the pond a few times and Ring-billed 
Gulls were seen at a construction site nearby. An additional factor that perhaps should 
be given some consideration in attracting shorebirds would be the open runways of the 
airport. Birds passing over might first be attracted by the vast, open area before 
finding their way to the pond. Only time and future observations will show whether or 
not there is value in this contention. 

The Latin binomials for species discussed follow the 1957 edition of The A. O. U. 
Check-list of North American Birds, or changes proposed in ornithological literature in 
recent years, and are as follows: Purple Gallinule Prophyrula martinica, Semipalmated 
Plover Charadrius semipalmatus, Killdeer Charadrius vociferus, Common Snipe 
Capella gallinago, Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia, Solitary Sandpiper Tringa 
solitaria, Greater Yellow legs Tringa melanoleuca, Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa jlavipes, 
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos, Dunlin Calidris alpina, Least Sandpiper 
Calidris minutilla, Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla, Wilson's Phalarope 
Steganopus tricolor, Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis. 

4423 16th Street Road 
Huntington, West Virginia 25701 

Allegheny Front Migration Observatory 
Record for 1980 
George A. Hall 

The twenty-third year of bird-banding at the Allegheny Front Migration 
Observatory, Grant County, West Virginia, was a very good season indeed. The 
station was manned for seven days in August, 28 days in September (with continuous 
coverage from August 28 to September 28) and for 12 days in October. The weather 
this year was very cooperative and no banding days were lost because of bad weather, 
although on two or three occasions operations were closed early. 

A total of 7099 birds (third highest total) of 79 species were banded in a station effort 
of 4800 net-hours, giving a capture ratio of 1479 birds per 1000 net-hours. 

The pattern of migration was a fairly normal one. There was a moderate movement 
in late August and an early season peak on September 7. This was followed by days of 
moderate captures, with a small peak on September 14, major peaks on September 19 
and 20, and the highest peak on September 24. October catches were not spectacular. 
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The best day was September 24 when 484 birds were banded. This was followed by 
September 6 with 459, September 20 with 454, and September 19 with 408. There was 
one other day on which the captures exceeded 300, six days on which they exceeded 
200, and 16 days of over 100 birds. On only 20 of the 47 days of activity were fewer than 
100 birds caught, and some of these days consisted only of late afternoon operations. 

One new species, the Merlin, was added to the station list bringing that list to 109 
species with a grand total of 66,871 birds banded. Ten birds, four Yellowthroats, two 
juncos, two Black-throated Blue Warblers, one towhee and one chickadee banded in 
earlier years were retaken this year. During the year we have had notice of two of our 
banded birds being recovered elsewhere: a Gray Catbird banded at A.F.M.O., 
September 4, 1978 was recovered in Princeton, N.J., May 25,1979, and a Swainson's 
Thrush banded September 18, 1978 was recovered near Quebec City in "Spring 
1979." 

After several years of being eclipsed the Blackpoll Warbler returned as the most 
abundant species with 973 banded, followed by Cape May with 894 and Tennessee 
with 838. Fourteen species set new record highs and two other species tied the highest 
numbers on record. Among these were Sharp-shinned Hawks, Wood Thrush, 
White-throated Sparrow, and Lincoln's Sparrow. 

For all the years that the station has been operated we have noted sizeable numbers 
of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds flying by. Except for one or two years in the early 
days we have never banded any of these. This year we made a special study of the 
hummingbird migration. Hummingbirds were recorded from August 23 to September 
22. During that time a total of 120 were caught in the nets and liberated, and another 
275 were seen flying over the station, for a total of 395 birds. 

In summary this was one of the finest years we have had at this station. The pleasant 
fall weather, uninterupted by any really cold weather (although there were snow 
flurries on October 4), the many days of good bird movement, as well as the 
companionship of the workers will make this year a long-remembered one for those 
who were there. 

During the season a total of 1338 people who came from 16 states, District of 
Columbia, England, and Australia, signed the visitor's register. As usual several bird 
clubs, and one or two college classes made trips to the station, and staion personnel 
gave several talks about our work. 

The banders who participated this year were George Mayfield, Ephe Olliver, Fran 
Pope, Trudy Smith, Jo Lane Stern, Leon Wilson and co-leaders Ralph Bell and George 
Hall. Kathleen Finnegan, Genevieve Findley and John Findley were in charge of the 
net-lanes, and Mike Finnegan was general handyman. Special thanks this year go to 
LeJay Graffious who constructed the new banding cabin, and to the Finnegans for the 
handsome signs. 

The following people aided in tending nest, carrying collectin&.. cages, keeping 
records and in many other ways: Jo Ashworth, Ray Ashworth, Bob Butterfield, 
Virginia Byers, Charles Conrad, Helen Conrad, Bryce Findley, Kevin Findley, Walter 
Fye, Ellen Goetz, Andrew Hall, Lorraine Harper, Linda Hollenberg, Gene Hutton, 
Joe ImBrogno, Virginia Johnson, John Jones, Diana King, Carol McCullough, Chris 
McCullough, Fred McCullough, Jason McCullough, Anne McGrew, Jerry McGrew, 
Richard McGrew, Clair Mellinger, Jacalene Minear, Jack Minear, Jolene Minear, 
Jonathan Minear, Jonavieve Minear, Ivarean Mott, Janice Musser, Glen Phillips, 
Charlotte Pryor, Esther Reichelderfer, Shirley Ruane, Carl Rowe, Carolyn Ruddle, Joe 
Schreiber, Don Shearer, Martha Shearer, Virginia Stanley, Bryan Watts, and Apryl 
Wylie, and Charles Ziegenfus. It is almost certain that some deserving names have 
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been omitted from this list. To all of these as well as the ones omitted we express our 
great appreciation. . 

As in other years we also extend our thanks to the offiCials of the Monongahela 
National Forest. Supervisor R. F. Mumme, District Ranger Jerry Br~mer,. and 
Recreation Specialist Mary Miller, for their cooperation and support of thiS project. 

In the list that follows the extreme dates are given for each species if such dates are 
meaningful. The date and number in parentheses is the day on which the largest 
number was banded, followed by that number. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 6 September 17-0ctober 7 (new high) 
Merlin 1 October 7 (new species) 
American Woodcock 2 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 2 September 21, September 24 
Common Flicker 4 (ties highest) all on September 27 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 16 (new high), September 27-0ctober 10 

(September 27:6) 
Downy Woodpecker 3 
Least Flycatcher 5 August 24-September 27 
Eastern Wood Pewee 7 August 25-September 20 
Blue Jay 35 September 26-0ctober 11 (October 9:16) 
Black-capped Chickadee 18 August 24-0ctober 11 
White-breasted Nuthatch 2 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 37 September I-October 13 (September 7, September 19:4) 
Brown Creeper 30 September 28-0ctober 13 (October 8:14) 
House Wren 4 September 12, 13,21, 27 
Winter Wren 15 August 31-0ctober 10 (October 8:6) 
Gray Catbird 24 August 23-0ctober 9 (September 25:4) 
Brown Thrasher 4 September 6-September 27 
American Robin 29 August 23-0ctober 13 (October 11:11) 
Wood Thrush 110 (new high) September I-October 11 (September 25:33) 
Hermit Thrush 11 August 24-0ctober 13 
Swainson's Thrush 592 August 30-0ctober 12 (September 19:90) 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 28 September 7-0ctober 12 (September 25:5) 
Veery 13 (new high) September 6-September 20 (September 6:7) 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1 September 6 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 103 September 2-0ctober 13 (October 12:20) . 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 130 September 9-0ctober 12 (October 5:30) (new high) 
Cedar Waxwing 2 September 1. September 4 
Starling 1 October 2 
White-eyed Vireo 1 September 10 
Yellow-throated Vireo 3 September 7, 10, 14 
Solitary Vireo 13 (ties highest) August 29-0ctober 8 
Red-eyed Vireo 60 August 24-0ctober 8 (September 4:6) 
Philadelphia Vireo 18 September 4-September 25 (September 24:7) 
Black & White Warbler 35 August 24-0ctober 4 (September 20:6) 
Worm-eating Warbler 6 August 28-September 14 
Golden-winged Warbler 2 September 3-4 
Tennessee Warbler 838 August 25-0ctober 10 (Sept. 7:75) 
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 September 12 
Nashville Warbler 38 August 28-0ctober 8 (October 7:5) 
Northern Parula 3 September 14. 19. 25 
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Yellow-Warbler 1 September 4 
Magnolia Warbler 301 August 23-0ctober 8 (September 24:71) 
Cape May Warbler 838 August 23-0ctober 8 (September 7:138) 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 761 August 23-0ctober 8 (Sept. 24: 103) 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 29 (new high) September 7-0ctober 12 (October 10:18) 
Black-throated Green Warbler 296 August 24-0ctober 11 (September 24:23) 
Blackburnian Warbler 229 August 24-September 27 (Augu:;t 30, September 3, 

7:26) 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 30 August 28-September 25 (August 30:5) 
Bay-breasted Warbler 353 August 29-0ctober 9 (September 24:47) 
Blackpoll Warbler 973 August 30-0ctober 13 (September 20:159) 
Prairie Warbler 1 September 6 
Palm Warbler 12 (new high) September 21-0ctober 11 (October 10:4) 
Ovenbird 243 (new high) August 23-0ctober 7 (September 19:51) 
Northern Waterthrush 5 August 29-September 24 (new high) 
Connecticut Warbler 15 September 4-September 27 
Common Yellowthroat 176 August 25-0ctober 13 (September 6:15) 
Hooded Warbler 10 August 28-September 26 (new high) 
Wilson's Warbler 23 September I-September 27 (September 6:5) 
Canada Warbler 13 August 24-September 6 (September 4:5) 
American Redstart 54 August 30-0ctober 5 (September 7:11) 
Northern Oriole 3 September 4 
Scarlet Tanager 27 August 25-September 25 (September 4:4) 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 95 August 25-0ctober 7 (September 19:12) 
Indigo Bunting 3 September 17, October 8, 13 
Purple Finch 16 (new high) August 28-0ctober 12 (September 17:3) 
Pine Siskin 12 October 11-0ctober 12 (October 11:9) 
American Goldfinch 56 August 28-0ctober 13 (September 19, October 8:5) 
Rufous-sided Towhee 6 August 23-0ctober 9 
Savannah Sparrow 3 September 13, 15, 27 
Vesper Sparrow 2 September 5, 8 
Dark-eyed Junco 103 August 23-0ctober 13 (October 2:24) 
Field Sparrow 4 October 9-0ctober 12 
White-crowned Sparrow 3 October 7-0ctober 12 
White-throated Sparrow 55 (new high) September 25-0ctober 13 (October 10:22) 
Lincoln's Sparrow 15 August 29-0ctober 9 (new high) 
Fox Sparrow 4 October 11-0ctober 13 
Swamp Sparrow 9 September 24-0ctober 12 
Song Sparrow 11 August 31-0ctober 10 
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Sec. 2. (a) All officers shall be elected at the Annual Meeting by ballot of the 
members. 

(b) The Treasurer and the Executive Secretary shall be bonded, and the bonding 
fees shall be paid from the Club treasury. 

Sec. 3. All Officers shall be elected for a term of one year. The President, President
Elect and Vice-President may be re-elected so as to serve for two consecutive years, 
and after a lapse of one year Officers may be eligible for re-election to these offices. 
The Executive Secretary, the Recording Secretary, the Membership Secretary, the 
Treasurer, the Mail Bag Editor and the Redstart Editor may be re-elected for as long 
as they properly fulfill the duty of their respective offices. All terms of office shall 
begin and end on January 1 to coincide with the Club year. 

Sec. 4. The Board of Directors shall consist of all Officers of the Club, the immediate 
Past President, Presidents of Chapters, and nine (9) additional elected members, one 
of whom shall be a member of the Trustees. Three of the elected members shall be 
elected each year to serve a three-year term. There shall also be an Advisory 
Committee of three who have been active members of the Club for at least 20 years, to 
serve indefinitely at the discretion of the Board. Any member who does not perform 
the duties of his office may be removed by action of the Board. The President, or, in his 
absence, the President-Elect shall be Chairman of the Board of Directors. He shaH call 
meetings of the Board by written notice to all Board members one month in advance of 
the meeting date, giving an outline of business to be handled, or he shall designate the 
Executive Secretary to do so. Seven members shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. S. The Board of Directors shall have power to make appointments to fill any 
vancancies in the staff of officers due to death, resignation or otherwise. It is 
understood, however, that in the event of a vacancy in the office of President the 
President-Elect will assume the duties of President. 

Article IV 
Meetings 

Sec. 1. Date and place of meetings shall be set by the Executive Committee and 
approved by the Board of Directors. 

Sec. 2. Twenty-five voting members of the Club shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

Sec. 3. A Program and Arrangements Committee shall be appointed by the 
President at least ninety days in advance of the meetings. 

Article V 
Accounts 

Sec. 1. A committee of two shall be appointed annually by the President to audit the 
accounts of the Treasurer some time prior to the Annual Meeting. 

Sec. 2. A Board of Trustees composed of three active club members shall be 
appointed by the President with the approval of the Board of Directors. One member 
shall be appointed each year to serve a term of three years. Vacancies shall be filled by 
the President for the unexpired term. The Trustees shall have the responsibility of 
overseeing all property, securities, endowment funds or other assets of the club. At 
least one member of the Trustees should be prepared to present a report at the Annual 
Meeting on any changes in the status of the holdings for which they are responsible. 
The Trustees should hold at least one meeting a year or at the call of the President, and 
one member shall attend all meetings of the Board of Directors. 

Sec. 3. In the event that the Club is dissolved, its funds and property shall go to an 
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educational non-profit organization that is tax exempt and with objectives similar to 
those of the Brooks Bird Club. 

Article VI 
Affiliated Groups 

Sec. 1. The Brooks Bird Club recognizes two kinds of affiliated groups - Chapters 
and Affiliates. 

Sec. 2. Chapters. (a). Group is eligible for the status of Chapter if it is active in the 
field of Ornithology; is a constitutionally organized club; has an established name, 
mailing address, officers and committtees; holds regular meetings; and all its regular 
members are also members of the Brooks Bird Club. The Group may have associate 
members who are not members of the Brooks Bird Club without jeopardizing its status 
as a Chapter. 

(b). The Group may become a Chapter of the Brooks Bird Club by a two-thirds vote 
of the Brooks Bird Club Board of Directors. Prior to consideration by the Board of 
Directors, an application must be submitted together with a resume of the 
Organization's history, activities and purpose. Also a statement of total membership -
regular and associate, if any - and copies of recent publications or reports. 

(c). The President of the Chapter shall be a member ofthe Board of Directors of the 
Brooks Bird Club provided he is a member of the Brooks Bird Club. 

(d). The Chapter shall receive one copy of all current publications of the Brooks Bird 
Club. 

Sec. 3. Affiliates (a). The Club may recognize as an affiliate any group that is 
organized for the pursuit of ornithology and/or other phases of Natural History. The 
group may become an affiliate by a vote of two-thirds of members of the Board of 
Directors on the basis of information furnished by the Group. 

(b). The Affiliate shall pay to the Brooks Bird Club annually the equivalent of two 
active memberships. In return the Affiliate will receive two copies of all current Brooks 
Bird Club publications. 

(c). The Affiliate shall be entitled in its pUblicity and correspondence to follow its 
own name with" Affiliated with the Brooks Bird Club." 

(d). If the Affiliate develops its program to the point where it considers itself eligible 
for the status of Chapter. it may make appropriate application. 

Article VII 
Amendments 

Sec. 1. This Constitution may be amended at any meeting by two-thirds of the votes 
cast. provided that the membership has been notified of the purport of the amendment 
at least one month prior to date of action, and that the amendment shall be an order of 
business. 

Article VIII 
By-Laws 

Sec. 1. By-Laws may be adopted or repealed at any General Meeting by a majority 
vote of the members present. 

By-Laws 
1. Notice of all meetings of the Club shall be sent to all members at least one month 

in advance of the date of the meeting. 
2. The time and place of the business session shall be published prior to the opening 

session of the Annual Meeting. 
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3. An Executive Committee composed of the President, President-Elect, 
Vice-President, Immediate Past President and Executive Secretary shall act as a 
Steering Committee, under the guidance of the Executive Secretary, for the purpose of 
planning the activities of the Club, to be presented to the Board of Directors for 
suggestions and approval. Meetings of this group shall be held on call by either the 
Executive Secretary or the President. 

4. Election of officers shall be by written ballot; but by the unanimous consent of the 
members, the Secretary may cast one ballot respresenting the unanimous vote of the 
members present. A nominating committee shall be appointed by the President at the 
beginning or in advance of the Annual Meeting. This committee shall offer 
nominations of officers to serve the Club during the ensuing year. Nominations may 
also be made by any member in good standing, from the floor. 

S. The Board of Directors shall have power to suspend until the next Annual 
Meeting any person or affiliated club found unworhty of membership in the Club. 
Final expulsion must be made by secret ballot requiring a two-thirds majority of the 
voting members present at a regular meeting of the Club. 

6. The official organs of the Club shall be the Redstart and the BBC Mailbag. They 
shall be sent. to all members not more than three months in arrears for dues. 

7. Any member three months in arrears for dues shall be ineligible to vote or to hold 
elective office in the Club. 

Article IX 
Rules of Order 

Sec. 1. Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the Club in all cases to which they are 
applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the Constitution of the Club. 

FIELD NOTES 

1IP(~.1'( 

THE FALL SEASON 
September, October, and November, 1980 

-C7 
Greg Eddy, Editor 

Waynesburg College 
Waynesburg,Pa.15370 

In general the weather this fall was dry and mild, except September, which was as 
rainy as August. The area of Virginia covered by this report experienced a drought last 
summer which was not broken until light rains occurred in October. Winter weather 
held off until after November. 

The migration was fairly normal, but some species were a little late to leave and 
some of the northern species arrived a little early. Most observers reported more 
winter birds than usual. The rare sightings, or at least rare for some of us, were the 
number and species of Gulls on Lake Erie and a few of the species seen in the part of 
Virginia covered by this report. The Allegheny Front Migration Observatory on Dolly 
Sods (AFMO) had a very good year, banding the third highest number of birds ever. 
Several species were banded in record numbers. 

Loons and Grebes - Two Common Loons were on Alpine Lake in Preston Co. in mid 
November (GF). None were seen in Rockingham Co. Va. for the first time in at least 
seven years (KF). A Red-throated Loon was seen by Clark Miller at Harpers Ferry on 
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Nov. 15 and 17. Homed Grebes were reported from Rockingham Co. and Greenbrier 
Co., but were most common in central Ohio where they were "common" and Lake Erie 
where hundreds were present in mid November. An Eared Grebe on Aug. 16 was a 
first for Augusta Co. Va. (KF). Pied-billed Grebes were late and low in numbers in 
Rockingham Co. 

Herons - Great Blue Herons were reported from several locations and are 
apparently in normal numbers. An immature Little Blue Heron was seen in early 
August in Rockingham Co. (KF). Several BBC members saw the flock of 19 Cattle 
Egret at Hogsett near Pt. Pleasant on Oct. 18. Three Common Egrets were also seen in 
early August in Rockingham Co. where Black-crowned Night Herons were seen daily 
(KF). A Glossy Ibis was reported seen on Nov. 2 near Lithopolis, Franklin Co. Ohio 
(ER). Kathleen Finnegan reports two immature White ibis on Aug. 16 as the fourth 
record for the mountains of Virginia. 

Waterfowl- The peak of the waterfowl migration was the middle of November. The 
majority of the observations, throughout the area were made on November 14-17. A 
Pintail was reported with a flock of Mallards on Lake of Woods through late November 
(GH). Four American Widgeon were seen at McClintic on Oct. 26 (HG). As expected 
Wood Duck were reported from several locations and reported as staying into 
December in central Ohio (ER). Lesser Scaup arrived in Columbus on Nov. 3 (ER). 
Common Goldeneye were reported from Rowlesburg, Lake of Woods and Greenbrier 
Co. all on Nov. 16. They arrived in Columbus on Nov. 14. Bufflehead were just as 
punctual on Nov. 16 as they were reported from seven locations on the Cheat River GF) 
Dunbar on the Kanawha River (HG), Hampshire Co. (CL) and Cheat Lake (GH). Only 
two OIdsquaw were reported, one in Rockingham Co. Va. (KF) and one in Columbus 
(ER). Gary Felton saw two Surf Scoter on the Cheat River near Rowlesburg on Nov. 16. 
Hooded Mergansers were seen on the Cheat River (GF), in Hampshire Co. (CL), and in 
Greenbrier Co. (CH) all on Nov. 16. They arrived in Columbus on Nov. 17 (ER). Flocks 
of hundreds of Red-breasted Mergansers were seen on Lake Erie on Nov. 11 and 12 
(ER). 

Vultures and Hawks - The last Turkey Vultures and Black Vultures in Hampshire 
Co. were seen on Oct. 20 (CL). There were no late sightings as we have had in past 
years. The number of Sharp-shinned Hawks in the Virginia area was considered 
normal, but a new high of seven were banded at AFMO. We have only one observation 
of a Coopers Hawk. It was seen Aug. 30 during the hawk count at Shenandoah Mt. A 
Red-shouldered Hawk was seen at Milliken until Nov. 1 (HG). A Rough-legged Hawk 
on Sept. 29 was very early in Rockingham Co. (KF). They usually arrive in that part of 
Virginia the middle of November. A Bald Eagle was seen with three Osprey in 
Pendleton Co. on Sept. 24 (KF). Was this the same Eagle reported there in August? A 
Peregrine Falcon stayed at Alum Creek Reservoir in Delaware Co. Ohio for about a 
week in mid October (ER). Kestrels appear to have recovered after their losses from 
the past severe winters. 

Gallinaceous and Ralls - The only reports of Bobwhite Quail were from the eastern 
part of our area, where Clark Miller calls them plentiful in the Eastern Panhandle and 
Kathleen Finnegan reports they have recovered from the bad winters in Rockingham 
Co. Va. A. R. Buckelew reports Ring-necked Pheasant and Turkey to be fairly common 
around Bethany, W. Va. A Sora Rall was reported from Augusta Co. Va. on Sept. 3 
(KF). A Common GalIlnule was observed for the third year in a row in Rockingham 
Co., where it should be an accidental (KF). Kathleen Finnegan reports 200 American 
Coot in Rockingham Co. this fall as normal since their decline in 1976 due to the 
government killing them to stop a cholera epidemic. 

Shorebirds - The observations of Killdeer varied widely in numbers and dates. The 
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latest date reported was from Gary Felton, who saw two near Rowlesburg on Nov. 16. 
The sighting of two American Golden Plover on Sept. 12 in Augusta Co. Va. was 
normal. The report of over 75 last year was very unusual (KF). The fi~st Common 
SnIpe in Rockingham Co. this year were seen on Aug. 1 and they were fairly common 
in October and November (KF). Three were seen on Oct. 26 in Greenbrier Co. (CH). 
The most Upland Sandpipers ever record in Rockingham Co. were seen in August. The 
last sighting was 14 on Aug. 26, but 22 were seen on Aug. 12. Ralph Bell heard one 
flying over his farm in Greene Co. Pa. on Aug. 10 and another one on Aug. 19. A 
wng-billed Dowitcher on Oct. 15 was a record for Rockingham Co. and a rare sighting 
of a Western Sandpiper was made there on Sept. 3 (KF). Two Red Phalaropes were 
seen at Lorain Harbor on Lake Erie on Nov. 1 (ER). 

Gulls The only report of a Gull outside of Lake Erie was of a Ring-billed Gull on 
Nov. 29 at Milliken on the Elk River (HG). Esther Reichelderfer reported seeing the 
following on Nov. 11 and 12 on Lake Erie: a Little Gull at Lorain and two at Huron, 
Great Black-backed Gulls common at Lorain, a Frankllns Gull at Huron and hundreds 
or thousands of Bonapartes Gulls at Lorain. 

Cuckoos and Owls - Both Cuckoos stayed late again this year. A Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo was in Morgantown at late as Oct. 8 (GH). Ralph Bell banded a Black-billed 
Cuckoo at his farm in Greene Co. Pa. on Oct. 2. Bam Owls may be increasing. There 
have been more seen in Rockingham Co. the last couple of years (KF) and one was 
seen in Greenbrier Co. on Oct. 26 (CH). Ralph Bell banded six on Oct. 26 in 
Washington Co. Pa. and reports that five of them left the nest. Screech Owl reports are 
still down and we have only one report of a Barred Owl and two of Great Homed Owls. 
The only good report on these species comes from Charles Handley, who hears two?r 
three Great Homed Owls each night in Greenbrier Co. Snowy Owls were reported In 

Huron and Cleveland, Ohio in early November (ER). 
Goatsuckers through Woodpeckers - The Nighthawk migration started in the 

middle of August and was reported on in the summer field notes. Some additional 
observations have been reported and are of interest. Kathleen Finnegan reports the 
migration in Pendleton Co. was very heavy. On Aug. 24, 1500 Nighthawks were seen 
at Oak Flats. The last seen on Dolly Sods was on Sept. 10. Clark Miller reports they 
were very scarce in the Eastern Panhandle. The last date for Chimney Swifts in 
Bethany (AB) and Rockingham Co. Va. (KF) was Sept. 29. The last dates for 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds varied from Sept. 20 to Sept. 28 (HG, MT). Only a few 
reports, but Belted Kingfishers seem to be about normal. Yellow-shafted ~ckers w~re 
still around at the end of the period and perhaps a few more than usual will be staYing 
the winter. On Nov. 2 Esther Reichelderfer saw a Red-headed Woodpecker for the first 
time at her home in Columbus. Several observations were sent in on Yellow-beilled 
Sapsuckers. The first sightings varied from the first week in Septemb~r in Bethany 
(AB) to Nov. 21 at French Creek in Upshur Co. (VH). The first one seen In Charleston 
was on Oct. 11 (NG). A new high of 16 were banded at AFMO. 

Flycatchers and Larks - Hullet Good sent in the only observations on the E~tern 
Klngbird,which he last saw on Sept. 3 and the Great-crested Flycatcher, which he 
heard on Sept. 1. Both observations were made in the Milliken area. Eastern Phoebes 
were seen on Sept. 30 in Bethany (AB) and Nov. 24 in Hampshire Co. (CL). Ralph Bell 
banded a Least Flycatcher at his farm in Greene Co. on Sept. 10. Five were banded at 
AFMO, four of them in the last week in September. Eastern Wood Peewees were se~n 
as late as Oct. 1 in Morgantown (GH), Oct. 4 in Milliken (HG), and Oct. 17 In 

Hampshire Co. (CL). On Aug. 11 Ralph Bell banded the first Ollve-sided ~ycatcher .he 
ever banded at his farm. Flocks of up to a 100 Horned Larks were seen In Greenbrier 
Co. between Nov. 16 and 30 (CH). 
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Chickadees through Wrens - Black-capped Chickadees seemed to be coming south 
in larger numbers and a little earlier than usual. CaroUna Chickadees were about 
normal. Most observers report the Tufted Titmouse population as normal, but Clark 
Miller thought they were rather scarce in the Eastern Panhandle. Red-breasted 
Nuthatchs populations were erratic. Some observers reported more than usual and 
others reported fewer than usual. Many were seen in Rockingham Co. this year where 
none were seen last year (KF). A Brown-headed Nuthatch was reported from Augusta 
Co. Va. Brown Creepers were earlier than usual in the Eastern Panhandle (CM). The 
last dates for House Wrens were Sept. 14 in Hampshire Co. (CL), Sept. 23 in 
Morgantown (GH), and Sept. 27 at AFMO. A large number of Winter Wrens were 
banded at the AFMO. One was singing at Ralph Bell's farm in Greene Co. on Nov. 30. 
Everyone agrees the Carolina Wren is coming back. 

Catbirds through Thrushes - Some birds were late to leave this fall. Hullet Good 
reports a Gray Catbird in Milliken, Kanawha Co. on Oct. 21 and a Brown Thrasher at 
McClintic on Oct. 26. Large flocks of American Robins were reported from several 
locations. These flocks were present in our area until at least late November. A Wood 
Thrush was still at Sunrise in Charleston on Nov. 2 (HG). A new high was banded at 
AFMO. The last one was banded on Oct. 11. The last Hermit Thrush banded at 
AFMO was on Oct. 13, but the last one seen in Morgantown was on Nov. 1 (GH). The 
Swalnson's Thrush flight was termed good in Morgantown by George Hall who banded 
29 between Sept. 20 and Oct. 20. They were common in Milliken where the last o~e 
was seen on Oct. 18 (HG). A new high number of Veeries were banded at AFMO thiS 
year, all in September. 

KInglets and Shrikes A good flight of Golden-crowned KInglets and 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets prompted most observers to report the Kinglets have 
recovered from their low numbers ofthe past few years. Water Pipits are above normal 
in Rockingham Co. where they were seen several places from Oct. 21 through the end 
of the period (KF). Fifteen were seen in Greenbrier Co. on Oct. 26 (CH). Numerous 
reports of Cedar Waxwings show another good year for them. One wggerhead Shrike 
was seen in Greenbrier Co. Nov. 28 (CH) and two were seen eating grasshoppers on a 
farm Nov. 30 in Rockingham Co. (KF). 

Warblers The peak days ofthe Warbler migration were reported as Sept. I, 9 and 
24 in Rockingham Co. Va. (KF). These dates nearly correspond to peaks in banding of 
Warblers at AFMO. A wave was reported in Bethany the end of September (AB). 
More Tennessee Warblers than usual were seen in Rockingham Co. (KF). Two 
Orange-crowned Warblers were seen in Augusta Co. Va. on Oct. 30 (KF). Ralph Bell 
banded one in his yard on Oct. 22 and one was banded on Sept. 12 at AFMO. Nashville 
Warblers were also more plentiful in Rockingham Co. with 10 reports there. Cape May 
Warblers were the second most common species banded at AFMO. More than usual 
were seen in Rockingham Co., but they were seen only on Oct. 2 at Millike~ where 
they were always common in the fall in previous years (HG). Two to three times as 
many Black-throated Blue Warblers were reported from Rockingham Co. as usual 
(KF). Yellow-romped Warblers were early, Sept. 7, and set a new high at AFMO. The 
beginning of October was the first date most places. After several years the Blackpoll 
Warbler returned as the most abundant species at AFMO with 973 banded. The Palm 
Warbler set a new high at AFMO with 12 banded this fall. The Ovenbird had an 
excellent flight with a new high banded at AFMO. A new high in Hooded Warblers 
was also set at AFMO this fall. The last Canada Warbler banded at AFMO was on 
Sept. 6, but one was seen in Hampshire Co. Sept. 12 to 14 (CL). American Redstarts 
were absent this fall in Milliken where they were common last fall (HG). 

Blackbirds and Finches - Carl Slater saw two Rusty Blackbirds on his farm near 
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Bridgeport, Ohio on Nov. 19. Charles Handley reports two female Brewers Blackbirds 
on Oct. 26 as a Greenbrier Co. record. Flocks of Common Grackles were reported in 
the area at the end of October and the beginning of November. Several were seen on 
Nov. 30 in Greenbrier C. (CH). Both Tanagers were reported as common. Ralph Bell 
banded 15 Scarlet Tanagers this fall and the last one on Oct. 2. Hullet Good saw them 
and Summer Tanagers until Oct. 4. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were reported present 
until the end of September in several locations and until Oct. 11 at Milliken in 
Kanawha Co. The first date for the Evening Grosbeak was Oct. 15. This was in 
Hampshire Co. (CL). Many first dates were reported and nearly all of them were in the 
first week of November. The Purple Finch had an excellent migration from mid Oct. 
until the end of the period. House Finch flocks were seen in Rockingham Co. (KF) and 
were termed plentiful in the Eastern Panhandle by Clark Miller. Ralph Bell banded SO 
in his yard in Greene Co. between Aug. 1 and Nov. 31. PIne Slsklns were reported from 
several locations. The earliest date was Oct. 4 at Ralph Bell's farm in Greene Co. 
Common Redpolls were observed at Craddock in Upshur Co. on Nov. 26 (MT) and one 
was seen with a flock of Juncos at Clendenin in Kanawha Co. on Nov. 30 (HG). 
American Goldfinch were common this fall. For example, George Hall banded 210 in 
Morgantown between Oct. 18 and Nov. 25. Red Crossbllls were again reported on the 
W. Va. - Va. state line on Rt. 33 in Pendleton Co. (KF). 

Sparrows - Five Savannah Sparrows were observed in Greenbrier Co. on Oct. 26 
(CH). Most observers reported seeing Dark-eyed Juncos by mid October. Speaking of 
erratic birds, the earliest and latest first dates for Juncos were Sept. 26 (MT) and Nov. 
2 (VH). Both sightings from Upshur Co. Tree Sparrows are apparently erratic as well. 
Because none were seen in Morgantown for the second year in a row, but I have had 
them at my farm in Greene Co. each of the five years I have been there. The last date 
for Chipping Sparrows was Nov. 2 when six were seen at Milliken, Kanawha Co. (HG). 
The only report on Field Sparrows was of a small flock at Camp Virgil Tate in Kanawha 
Co. on Oct. 12 (HG). The first White-crowned Sparrow was seen Oct. 23 in Hampshire 
Co. (CL). They were reported as abundant in Greenbrier Co. (CH) and not present in 
Morgantown (GH). The first White-throated Sparrow was seen Sept. at Cross Lanes in 
Kanawha Co. (HG). Most places they were not seen until October. A new high was 
banded at AFMO and first there, Sept. 25, was termed early by George Hall. Eleven 
LIncoln's Sparrows were reported in Rockingham Co. Va. from Oct. 1 to 20 (KF). A 
new high of 15 were banded at AFMO. A Swamp Sparrow was seen in Greenbrier Co. 
Nov. 16 and Nov. 30 (CH). Snow Buntings were seen on Redish Knob on Oct. 24 and 
several in Big Meadows Va. (KF). 

Contributors: Ralph Bell (RB), Dr. A.R. Buckelew (AB), Gary Felton (GF), Kathleen 
Finnegan (KF), Norris Gluck (NG). Hullet Good (HG), Dr. George Hall (GH), Charles 
O. Handley Jr. (CH). Virginia Hoover (VH), Charlotte Lanham (CL), Clark Miller 
(CM). Esther Reichelderfer (ER). Carl Slater (CS) and Maxine Thacker (MT). 
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Banding News 

Edited by 
Ralph K. Bell, Editor 

R.D. 1 Box 229 
Clarksville, Pa. 15322 

Barnesville, O. - Though severely limited in recent years, my bird banding study of 
White-crowned Sparrows wintering in my backyard produced two notable results in 
only brief trapping-banding sessions this late winter while there was still good snow 
cover. 

One result was proof that the total destruction of the white-crowns' ideal habitat in 
the past year surrounding my backyard had not after all completely eliminated my 
"backyard" as a wintering-feeding area for them, as I had assumed it would. The 
population for this winter is a proven 21 banded or handled, plus two more I've seen 
recently still without bands. 

That is only about half the proven number spending the winters here some 10 years 
ago, even though feeding in the traps and trapping area has been constant and daily, 
without let-up throughout the entire winter season every year since I began my project 
in 1963, regardless of whether banding was done or not. But apparently there is still 
hope for continuing my study of the wintering populations in spite of severe habitat 
alterations surrounding my location. 

The second and more important result was finding a Methusaleh of a bird among the 
white-crowns here this winter. Here is its story: When the first severe cold and 
persistent snow cover in early January began pushing the field-foraging birds to my 
scratch-feed-baited trapping area I saw a white-crown wearing a band. That was 
important, since I had done no banding this season having been away until almost 
Christmas. I had not expected to see any white-crowns anyway, because of the 
neighbor's total destruction of the adjoining two acres of fabulously ragged weeds and 
brush and briars and trash-trees that had been their winter haven for 24 years. 

This banded white-crown had to be mine because in the 18 years of my banding I 
have never had a white-crown with a band that was not my own. So in spite of 
finger-biting cold that day, I immediately activated my traps, and only moments later 
the banded bird tripped one of the traps. 

At once I brought it in for processing and recorded its number, 107-118290. Mine! 
Hastily leafing back through my records - a way back! - I found that I had banded #90 
on January 29, 1972 as a second-year bird. It had hatched, then, in 1971 and was now 
in its tenth year. A real bird Methusaleh! John K. Terres in his new Encyclopedia of 
North American Birds notes the average white-crown's age is less than two years. 

Number 90's age is phenomenal, and it's band was as worn as a SO-year wedding 
ring. Terres also cites two birds with verified ages of 12 years nine months and 13 
years four months, so my #90 does not hold an all-time old-age record, but it is tops in 
my records and has certainly made my winter sparkle! 

Reaction of other people, when I relate the incident, is always one of amazement. 
One person also chuckled and said, "If he's that old he must be pretty decrepit! Did he 
seem like a doddering old man?" That was an interesting question because precisely 
the opposite was true. In the few days of banding that followed, #90 was recaptured 
every time and was one of the spunkiest and nimblest of all, lively as quicksilver. I had 
to be on my guard when handling #90 in order not to lose it from the trap or my hand! 
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My records showed further that #90 has returned here for four recorded winters, and 
has no doubt spent others here also, though unrecorded, since little or no 
trapping-banding was done in several recent winters because of weather-related 
problems. Other astonishing facts were revealed in those snowy, cold, windy days of 
January banding. But they're for a later account. 

Mabel Edgerton 
Qarksville, Pa. - Band removal by Cardinals, how serious a problem is it? Betty 

Vossler commented on this subject in the April 1967 Redstart (Vol. 34, (2) p. 78). Betty 
cut a small "v" notch in the third primary of each Cardinal she banded, and had 3 of 41 
"v" marked Cardinals return without their bands. 

From January 1 until May 31, 1974, I banded 95 Cardinals and clipped the right 
outer tail feather in half to mark that each had received a band (April 1977 Redstart 
(Vol. 44 (#2), page 77). Twenty percent of the 95 were recaptured wearing the original 
band before a molt erased the clipped tail mark but four were recaptured without a 
band, one of the four eventually removed its band at least three times. In spite of these 
observations, I feel that band removal by Cardinals is not a major problem. As I write 
this (March 15, 1981), I have banded 53 Cardinals so far this year, and not a single 
Cardinal had a clipped tail feather, indicating they were all new birds. 

As an additional check into this matter, I applied for and received a permit from the 
banding office (1964) to put two bands on 100 Cardinals - a size 1A on one leg and a 
size 2 band on the other leg. To eliminate any possible bias, the bands were reversed 
on each new Cardinal banded. For example, the first #lA band was placed on the left 
leg and the first #2 band was put on the right leg and the next #lA band was placed on 
the right leg, etc., etc. 

The first double banded Cardinal received its bands on March 5, 1964 and the 100th 
Cardinal was banded on December 15, 1965. Seventy-seven of the Cardinals were 
adults when banded. These are most likely to try and remove bands. There were 54 
known females and 37 known males receiving two bands. Nine were too young to be 
sure of sex. It now has been over 15 years since those 100 Cardinals were double 
banded and not one has ever turned up wearing just one band. One might argue that 
two bands confused a Cardinal so much that it couldn't concentrate on trying to 
remove one band, but my studies with feather clipped birds do not support this idea. 
Twenty-six of those 100 Cardinals were captured again for a total of 48 times. Band 
condition showed that five (2 males and 3 females) of the 26 repeating -birds had tried 
to remove a band but without success. There was only one comment on wear in my 
notes: one size #2 band showed more wear than the #lA band on the other leg after 21/2 
years. 

None ofthe 100 double banded Cardinals that stayed around here won any prizes for 
longevity. The oldest was a male banded on March 30, 1965 and last captured on 
March 31. 1969, just four years and one day after banding. 
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Book Reviews 

A Life Outdoors by Wayne Hanley. 1981, The Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, VT 
115 pp. illus. 

Wayne Hanley's slim, paperback volume, A Life Outdoors, contains reprints of a 
number of his nature columns written for the Massachusetts Audubon Society during 
his tenure as Editor of Publications from 1964 to 1980. The columns were widely 
distributed to New England newspapers and radio stations. Therefore the material was 
intended for the enlightenment and interest of a general readership neither 
particularly knowledgeable about, nor fascinated with, the world of nature. This 
purpose was admirably served by the immense amount of information and the charm 
and wit of Mr. Hanley's writing. 

The book is divided into twelve chapters, each representing a month of the year, 
with the newspaper columns interspersed with short sections of boyhood recollections. 
Though these are memories of general experience rather than specific experiences in 
the world of nature, they are very interesting for what they reveal of a boy developing 
into a keen and critical observer of all facets of the world around him. 

Although there is a wealth of factual information in the book, it is in no sense a 
reference tool, but rather a "browsing" book. An index is lacking, and the table of 
contents might well be accused of purposeful obfuscation when the "Little Mud 
Smearer" of the April chapter turns out to be the Phoebe and the "Yankee Character 
Defect" of July is a reference to the wanton killing of milk snakes! 

Buy the book, with an understanding of what it is and what it is not, for its graceful 
and humane interpretation of life and nature. Buy one for yourself and one for a friend 
you would like to entice into sharing your love of A Life Outdoors. Michael A. 
Digiorgio's technically excellent and artistically delightful pen and ink sketches are a 
final plus for this highly recommended book. 

Pat Temple 
506 Hazlett Ave. 
Wheeling, w. Va.26003 

Splendid Isolation. The Curious ffistory of South America by George Gaylord 
Simpson. 1980, Yale University Press, 92A Yale Station, New Haven, Connecticut, 
06520. xH 265 pp, illustrations. PrIce $17.50 

"Why should someone write a book about the history of mammals in South America 
and why should you and others read it?" So begins George Gaylord Simpson, a noted 
paleontologist and evolutionary biologist. Simpson produces "several good answers" 
but they really resolve to two: Read this book if you like science fiction; it is full of 
intriguing monsters with outlandish names (Fig. 1) (Even today there are peculiar 
animals in South America, for example, the aquatic, fish-eating mice, and the yapok, 
an aquatic and carnivorous oppossum relative which was originally mistaken for an 
otter!) Read this book if you like puzzles or mysteries; you will find discussions of such 
unconventional mysteries as why did the original diverse group known as the 
notoungulates become extinct or, where did the marsupials originate, and did they 
migrate between South America and Australia via Antarctica? 

Simpson is writing for an audience unversed in paleontology, and, for the most part, 
he does not forget that. He makes the outline of his book explicit and his writing style 
is clear. The names of the creatures may be overwhelming at first to the uninitiated, 
but Simpson never writes as though the names are an end in themselves. He is 
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Fig. 1. Restorations of fossil mammals from South America. A, a lltoptern, 
Macrauchenia; E, a glyptodont, Doedicurus; C, a ma:rsupial, Argyrolagus; D, a clawed 
ungulate, Homalodotherium; and E, a rodent, Platypittamys. 
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interested in what actually happened in South America and why. 
One aspect of the book which I particularly liked is that Simpson explains how 

questions are answered. For example, fossils are just bones and, usually, not whole 
skeletons. How can paleontologists draw pictures of these organisms? Simpson 
explains: 

"The proportions of body, legs, and tail are readily determined from the skeleton, 
and so is the presence of hooves or claws on the toes. Apart from the bones, the 
external shape of the body is largely determined by the muscles that move bones, and 
educated judgement about them can be based on the bones, as can probable postures 
and locomotion." "It should be understood that some characteristics ... cannot be 
really determined from the fossil remains and may require some technical imagination 
and artistic license. From the skull and jaws, the form of the head can be readily 
restored along with the placement of the ears, the position and relative size of the 
eyes, the position of the nose and mouth, and the presence of such things as gnawing 
front teeth or tusks. The shape and size of external ears, which have no bones, have to 
be guessed at ... Since almost all living rodents have vibrissae, the long sensitive hairs 
on the snout, it is fair enough to put them on restorations of extinct rodents even 
though they leave no trace on the skull." 

Where paleontologist argue over points, Simpson takes the time to explain the 
controversy, carefully giving both sides of the story as well as his own opinions and 
reasoning. His objectivity is admirable. Furthermore, Simpson shows repeatedly that 
scientists do not arrive, either suddenly or painstakingly, at "TRUTH." Science is an 
approach to understanding nature. Modern scientists build on the knowledge scraped 
together by past scientists and, we hope future scholars will build upon present-day 
knowledge. Read this book if you like mysteries but don't necessarily need to know 
absolutely' 'who-dun-it." 

Janet Lanza 
Biology Department 
Bethany College 

CALL COUECT, ASK FOR BIRDMAN, is a fascinating book written by the man who 
made the book possible, James M. Vardaman, Jackson, Miss. This is the written 
record of a man whose ambition was to list 700 species of North American Birds 
within one year--which would make him the first person to do so. At one-second after 
midnight on January 1, 1979, he listed his first bird, a Barn Owl in Florida City, 
Florida. At 2:15 A.M. on December 31, 1979, he gave up his chase with the Great 
Skua, number 698. It wasn't until January 29, 1980, that he learned upon examination 
by leading taxonomists that a bird from Attu was identified as a Little Stint, #699, one 
species short of his 700 goal. 

This project was very carefully planned well in advance using the help of birding 
pros. There was good reason to doubt that the feat was even possible. The record for a 
Big Year, 657 species, was held by Scott Robinson, an accomplished birder from 
Pittsburgh, Pa. in 1976. Vardaman decided to use as his guide all birds listed in the 
ABA check list and then devised a number code from "I to 7" designating how often 
each species occurred in the area as a whole. The complete chart showed 811 species. 
Each species Vardaman recorded was followed by a date, the place observed and at 
least two acceptable witnesses. James M. Vardaman travelled some 161,332 miles as 
follows; plane 137,145, car 20,305, boat 3,337, bicycle 160 and on foot 385 miles. It took 
him 159 days either actually birding or undertaking major travel, and the total cost was 
$44,507.38. He went from Attu to the Dry Tortugas, and from the east to the west 
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coast. He said, "It was a journey filled with the excitement of sighting rare birds, the 
frustration of near misses and the exhilaration of a race against time." It is a 
fascinating, enlightening and educational book on North American birds. It contains 
247 pages and is published by St. Martin's Press, 175 Fifth Avenue, N.Y., N.Y. 10010 
Price $10.95. 

Chuck (A)nrad 
TriadelphIa, W. Va. 26059 

Stories about Birds and Bird Watchers edited by Mary Beacom Bowers. 1981, 
Atheneum Pub., 597 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017. 234 pp., mus., Price 512.95. 

From the pages of Bird Watchers Digest comes this delightful collection of essays on 
birds, the people who watch them, and the people who watch the people who watch 
them. I can't think of any bird watcher who won't enjoy this book. We can all find 
experience held in common with the authors. Some of the essays describe new ways to 
enjoy birding such as keeping a back-yard list or freeway birding. Some of the authors, 
such as Roger Tory Peterson, are well known. Others are tyros, more like most of our 
bird watching friends. Members of the BBC will enjoy reading Bob Teets' article 
"Foray for Birds," written about our Terra Alta Foray in 1979. There is even an essay 
from my hometown newspaper, The Record, Hackensack, New Jersey. You will want 
this book even if you have read most issues of Bird Watchers Digest. The illustrations 
by Bob Hines are attractive and the selection of essays fine. I enjoyed them all. 

The Peregrine Falcon by Derek RatcIl.ffe. 1980, Buteo Books, P.O. Box 481, 
Vermillion, S.D. 57069, 416 pp., mus., Price $42.50. 

Derek Ratcliffe is well known in Great Britain for his work leading to the discovery of 
the effects of insecticides on the breeding success of birds of prey. The Peregrine 
Falcon, now extinct in most of the continental United States because of D.D.T. 
contamination, is on the road to recovery in Great Britain. Ratcliffe's comprehensive 
book on this maginificant bird includes discussion of all aspects of Peregrine Falcon 
ecology and conservation. Special emphasis is placed on the pesticide episode and on 
the falcon's relationship with man. Although Ratcliffe quotes the world literature 
extensively, a separate treatment on the attempt to reintroduce the Peregrine Falcon 
into parts of its former range in the United States would have made the book of more 
interest to North American readers. Still this is the most up-to-date and 
comprehensive book available on a most interesting species. Donald Watson's 
drawings and many spectacular photographs of Peregrines in flight and at the nest, 
and photographs of typical British Peregrine habitat, add to the book's appeal. 

Behavioral Mechanisms in Ecology by Douglass H. Morse. 1980, Harvard University 
Press, 79 Garden St., Cambridge, Mass. 02138, 383 pp., mus., Price 525.00. 

Even the armchair bird watcher will enjoy this book since at least half the examples 
of behavior given are of birds. The serious naturalist will enjoy Morse's synthesis of 
behavioral and ecological approaches to the study of animals. Although amateurs will 
find it necessary to review the basic principles of natural selection, ethology, and 
ecology before reading this book, they will be rewarded with new insights into why 
animals behave as they do. The topics covered include foraging, food selection, habitat 
selection, predation, thermo regulation, reproduction, competition, territory, spacing, 
dominance, competition between species, and social groups. A final chapter points out 
many areas of behavior study where more observations and experiments are needed. 
Some of the interesting subjects that the author believes need clarification include: the 
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nutritio?a~ needs o~wild animals, complex predator-prey relationships, the importance 
of aItru~stlc beha.vlor, the role of sexual dimorphism, function and importance of 
aggressIve behaVIor, and the relationship between niche breadth, specialization and 
species dominance. 

Morse emphasizes the possibly misleading conclusions drawn from short-term 
~tudies and studies performed on single popUlations. This suggests a possibly 
Im~ortant a~ea where ~mateurs can make contributions. Studies performed over short 
~er1ods of tIme or on. smgle po:?ulations can often be repeated easily. Amateurs with 
tIme a~d .energy. mIght make valuable confirmation of observations or point out 
contr~dlct1ons. BIrd banders, who can work with known individuals, could make 
espeCIally valuable observations. Anyone who studies this book carefully will find 
ample subjects for further study in the field. 

Now available in paperback: Fifty (A)mmon Birds of Oklahoma by George Miksch 
Sutton. 1981, University of Oklahoma Press, 1005 Asp Ave., Norman OK 73019 
Price, paperback $6.95, hardcover $8.95. " 

A. R. Buckelew, Jr., EdItor 

Erratum 
The article, "Mushroom List-Jackson's Mill Foray," in the January 1981 Redstart, 

Vol. 48, no. 1, p. 41, was written by Mary Lou Brown, notJo Wood. In the same article 
the name of the first specimen should read Hypomyces lactifluoru. 
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