















































Wrens arrived in good numbers April 23-30. Could they be filling the niche formerly
occupied by Carolina Wrens? Carolina Wrens are still in difficulty. It may be that some
mild winters would contribute to their recovery. Winter Wrens arrived in Columbus,
0. March 30 (ER). The author feels that numbers of this species are still below normal.
A Long-billed Marsh Wren nested at Pickerington Ponds near Columbus (ER). A
Bewick's Wren was reported from Pendleton Co. May 23 (CR).

Mimics through Waxwings - Mockingbirds may be clinging to their extended range
despite destruction of habitat, a pair was reported in Uniontown, Pa. (VJ). A good
population of Gray Catbirds is reported arriving April 26 to May 5, perhaps a little late.
Sarah Hugus of Washington, Pa. reports an albino catbird - completely white. The first
Brown Thrasher was reported from Charleston March 21 (NG). Wood Thrushes
arrived April 19 to 26 in good numbers. The first Hermit Thrush was reported from
Columbus, O. March 27 (ER), while Swainson’s Thrushes were noted plentiful from
May 11 to 27. Gray-cheeked Thrushes and Veeries were seen from April 27 to May S.
E. Bluebirds were nesting in Lincoln Co., WV by April 15 (NL). Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers were plentiful, arriving early from April 7. Some correspondents noted a
scarcity of Gelden-crowned Kinglets in migration March 25 to April 15, however
Esther Reichelderfer called them ‘‘numerous’’ in Columbus, O. A good migration of
Ruby-crowned Kinglets took place April 1 to May 10. Water Pipits were noted from
March 26 to April 10. Cedar Waxwings appeared numerous with spring flocks of 50-70
reported March 1 to May 16. The only report of Loggerhead Shrike was from Pendleton
Co.. WV (CR).

Vireos - The advance of White-eyed Vireos could be traced through the area by dates
submitted beginning with Princeton, WV April 14 and ending with East Liverpool, O.
May 10. Yellow-throated Vireos arrived from April 14 to May 7. First report of a
Solitary Vireo was from Charleston, March 29 (NG}, Red-eyed Vireos continue strong
in numbers, arriving a little early from mid-April to May 7. Warbling Vireos appeared
from April 21 near Charleston to May 11 at East Liverpool, O.

Warblers - Black-and-White Warblers were reported from April 13 to May 8. Doug
Jolley submitted the only report of a Prothonatary Warbler May 12 in Braxton Co.,
WYV. Swainson’s were again found in Kanawha City Hills near Charleston April 24
(NG). The first Worm-eating Warbler was reported for Charleston April 13 (NG). A
Golden-winged was noted in Hancock Co., WV May 8 (EEC), while Blue-winged
Warblers came in from April 24 to a peak of May 6-10. Tennesee and Nashville
Warblers had good migrations April 25 to May 20. At the “‘sortie’”’ Nashvilles were
everywhere. Northern Parulas were first noted April 13 near both Charleston and
Princeton but most were seen nearer the first of May. Yellow Warblers started arriving
in southern W.V. April 13. Cape May Warblers began arriving about the first of May
and lingered late in the month. Black-throated Blues were seen from April 23 to May
13. Yellow-rumped Warblers were noted from April 16 to May 8, an excellent
migration demonstrating increasing numbers and extended range. Black-throated
Green Warblers had a good migration, mostly between April 13 and May 8 while
Ceruleans were reported from April 14 to May 8. Blackburnian migration was later
than some of the other warblers - May 3 to 29. The Yellow-throated Warbler continues
an enigma to me. Norris Gluck reported one from Kanawha Forest April 1, Raiph Bell
had one singing April 25 in Greene Co., Pa. and again nearby May 30. Other reports
are between these dates. Some study is needed, not all of these are migrating birds.
Chestnut-sided Warblers were seen mostly between April 30 and May 20.
Bay-breasted appeared as early as May 7 and late as May 29. Blackpolls were first
noticed in Charleston May 7 and Pine Warblers were there March 29. Prairie Warblers
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were first seen from April 21 to May 10. A Palm Warbler was reported at Oglebay Park
May 6 (EEC). Ovenbirds started arriving April 24 to May 7. A Northern Waterthrush
was seen May 14 at Bethany (JB) while the more common La. Waterthrush began
arriving as early as March 21. First Kentucky Warblers were noted from April 29 until
May 11. Com. Yellowthroats were first noticed between April 24 and May 10. Chats
were again low in numbers appearing about May 5-13 while Hooded Warblers were
reported from April 23 to May 11 and Canadas the week of May 8-12. The first A.
gelc(i)start was reported April 18 from Princeton (JP) but the main wave was nearer May

Blackbirds and Tanagers - Migration dates for Bobolink are all about May 5-15.
Carolyn Ruddle reported two flocks totaling about 100 birds near Franklin May 6.
Ralph Bell noted one still singing on his farm in Greene Co., Pa. May 30. That one
could be nesting. Norris Gluck noted the first Meadowlark for the Charleston area
March 17. A personal note: I just don't see as many Meadowlarks recently. Although
Red-winged Blackbirds had arrived in some areas, other sections were seeing their
first March 3-20. Orchard Orioles were first noted between April 22 and May 7, while
No. Oriole males arrived between April 25 and May 7. Hullet Good of Kanawha Co.,
WYV reports females arriving within a week of the males. Rusty Blackbirds were last
noted in Rockingham Co., Va. April 10 with an increase in numbers March 21-25 (KF).
This corresponds to a Washington Co., Pa. sighting April 4-8 (RMH). Migration of
Con!. Grackles was in full swing at the beginning of the period, were still in flocks
April 8 in Greenbrier Co., WV (CH), paired in early April in Kanawha Co., WV (HG)
and more numerous than ever in Ohio Co., WV (DD). Brown-headed Cowbirds arrived
about March 17-24. Scarlet Tanagers seemed in good numbers, arriving April 21 to
May 8. Summer Tanagers arrived mostly between April 25 and May 5. Ralph Bell
thinks that they may be increasing in Green Co., Pa., where he found four males and
three females May 20.

Grosbeaks and Finches - Rose-breasted Grosbeaks began arriving April 24. The
season’s first Blue Grosbeak was recorded for Rockingham Co., Va. May 5 (KF).
Indigo Buntings had another good migration, appearing May S-14. This was not a year
for northern finches, but the migration of Evening Grosbeaks can be simply told by
Carolyn Ruddle’s counts of them at her feeder: March 15 -76, March 24 -47, March 26
-60, April 29 -13 and May 6 -0. Purple Finches were noted in numbers from March 11
to April 28. House Finches continue to increase. One note: Sarah Hugus of
Washington, Pa. feels that House Finches disappear from the feeders early in May
and later return. Since we know so little about these recent arrivals, much might be
learned by keeping and exchanging notes. Some readers have seen Red Crossbills
where Rt. 33 crosses the Va. - W. Va. line. Another spot may have been found.
Kathleen Finnegan reports feathered young being fed April 6 where Rt. 250 crosses
the Va. - W. Va. line. Migrating Rufous-sided Towhees were found about April 1.
Most unusual was two almost white Towhees photographed in Buckhannon, WV from
April 29 to May 1.

Sparrows - Savannah Sparrows were first noted from April 7 to 15. Ominously there
was only one report of Grasshopper Sparrow - at McClintic April 17 (HG) this seems
very early. Henslow’s Sparrows were reported from Greene Co., Pa. May 13 (RB), and
Vespers were first noted in Washington Co. April 1 (RMH). Most Slate-colored Junces
were gone by the first of May but some were still present in Mercer Co., WV May 5
(JP). Most Tree Sparrows had left by March 15, but one was still in Washington Co.
Pa. April 5 (RMH). Chipping Sparrows began arriving March 21, a little bit early, and
Field Sparrows about the same time. White-crowned Sparrows seemed scarce this
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spring, and May 7 seems a last date for winter flocks. Last date for White-throated
Sparrows was May 7 (NL). A Fox Sparrow was reported from Washington Co., Pa.
March 31 (RMH). Swamp Sparrows were reported from Greenbrier Co., WV May 7
(CH). but were fewer in Rockingham Co., Va. this year (KF). Song Sparrows seemed
unusually plentiful this year.

Contributors - Dr. William Armstrong (WA), Mary Catherine Becker (MB), Ralph
Bell (RB), Dr. A. R. Buckelew (JB), E. R. and Elizabeth Chandler (EEC), Dolores
Devaul (DD), Kathleen Finnegan (KF), Norris Gluck (NG), Hullet Good (HG), Charles
0. Handley Jr. (CH), Dr. Paul D. Harwood (PH), Roger and Margaret Higbee (RMH),
Virginia Bly Hoover (VH), Sarah Hugus (SH), Virginia Johnson (VJ), Doug Jolley (DJ),
Nevada Laitsch (NL), Jim Phillips (JP), Esther Reichelderfer (ER), Carolyn Ruddle
(CR) and Maxine Thacker (MT).

BANDING NEWS

B
R . Ralph K. Bell, Editor
\ i ﬂé‘ R.D. 1 Box 229
o2 *5 T Clarksville, Pa. 15322

NOTES FROM A NET TENDER — Once a year--for the month of September--1 am
intoxicated, euphoric and high. Blame it all on Dolly Sods. Stand on that mountainside
above the banding station before dawn and watch the Aurora, while the Great Horned
and Barred Owls sound off; then tune in on the thrushes’ chirps and guess at the
species. Each of us with his own thoughts and the companionship of sharing is silent.
The stillness is broken by songs of eight to ten Winter Wrens with a background of
Warbler calls and communications. The sunrises are all beautiful and never the same.
Even a foggy morning with the spruce disappearing into the mist is worth getting up
for.

At the isolated north nets *‘Big Foot” jumps down from a tree or skulks in the
underbrush at a distance of twenty to thirty feet. After several weeks we see our
friend, a Fisher (apparently this is one of the animals introduced into the state several
years ago).

We begin to recognize the local residents: a red-backed vole; red squirrels; snakes
(garter, green, ring-necked and on occasion the DeKay). From the tales of some local
citizens | was expecting a rattler under every rock. They are present, however, one
being served as the piece de resistance by Mayor Findley. With a side dish of
cranberry sauce fresh from the bog and good company, what more could one want?

Then there are the Birds....you learn things not in the book: That Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks eat Witch Hazel blossoms like crazy. When netted this species along with
the Catbirds and Sapsuckers give distress calls audable several ridges away; That
Ruffed Grouse drum all through the month of September; No-one should miss
Woodcocks waddling along the road at dawn or the vocalization of the Ravens as they
dive, somersault, stall and play games with the hawks and TV’s.

Species respond differently to netting, holding cages and bags. The Black-throated
Green, Black-throated Blue, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and Brown Creeper frequently
stress first. while there is much disagreement over this factor in the Kinglets. The
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Cape May Warbler is usually bright, tilts its head and smokes you over. Many will take
drops of water from your hand or catch and eat an insect while being held. The
Wilson’s Warbler will faintly and rapidly click its beak, while the Brown Creeper
sounds like a high-speed dental drill. The Vireos always come out of the bags
“bright-eyed and bushy-tailed.”” The Woodcock, in hand, is beautiful and docile,
second only to the Saw-whet Owl. The Junco is apparently a slow learner...for nine
mornings in succession the same bird came out of the same hole and hit the same net
at exactly 6:55 A.M. I asked Dr. Hall about the Waxwing with an orange tail tip
(almost the color of its *‘wax'") rather than the usual yellow. He told me when he was
first banding and reported this, the reply was “‘if you haven’t seen an orange tail tip
you haven't seen many waxwings."’

Then there are the People...all willing to share their knowledge and aware of the
special privilege of handling these birds. Sometimes these usually calm folk will lose
their cool, then things really get interesting. Have you been there when a
Sharp-shinned hits the net? How about being almost run down by Glen Phillips as he
peels off for Bear Rocks after seeing those hawks kettling? Genevieve Findley’s
amazement at a Hog-nosed snake doing its thing? Or the Rose-breasted Grosbeak
hand-carried by Jerry McGrew to the banders, after it latched onto his cigar.

Borrowing from Thoreau and changing the top line:

I go to Dolly Sods
So that I will not discover,
When I come to die,
That I have not yet lived.
Kathleen Finnegan

Huntington, W. Va. - On January 16, 1979, I banded an after hatching year male
Nashville Warbler. The plummage, which was characteristic of an adult male, showed
a well developed crown patch. Wing chord and tail measurements were within normal
range. Although there was no apparent damage to the bill, the maxilla was distinctly
downcurved and measured 11.91 mm in length. This measurement exceeds the normal
range for this species. This is the second winter record for a Nashville Warbler in West
Virginia. George Hall informs me that a Nashville Warbler was found dead in
Morgantown on December 28, 1951.

Harry E. Slack Il
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In The Literature

We are not so familiar with this old world that new species of birds can not be added
to the 9000 or so known. Fitzpatrick, Willard and Terborgh report the discovery of a
new species of hummingbird (‘*A new species of hummingbird from Peru’’ The Wilson
Bulletin 92:177-186) from the Cordillera del Condor, above San Jose de Lourdes in
Peru. The new species, Royal Sunangel, is a deep blue-black hummingbird with a
forked tail. The authors believe that the isolated mountain ridges of Peru can be
compared to isolated islands providing conditions where relict populations can persist
and differentiate. The same area has yielded a new species of wood-wren and a new
genus and species of owl in recent years.

Are you plagued by bees at your hummingbird feeder? In an article, ‘‘Ant, bee and
wasp control at Hummingbird feeders,”" appearing in The Jack-Pine Warbler
57:70-75, Edwin C. Franks addresses the problem. Moving the feeder as little as 20 ft.
may discourage honey bees but not wasps. To prevent wasps and yellowjackets, one
must use a ‘‘bill-down’" type of feeder or modify the structure of the drip tube by
placing a screen over the plastic flower usually used and applying cream-type insect
repellent on the circumference. Grease on the support post will stop ants.

The August 1979 National Geographic lead article, ‘‘Mysteries of bird migration™
by Allan C. Fisher, Jr., méntions a visit to Allegheny Front Migration Observatory at
Red Creek on Dolly Sods. The station is operated by members of the Brooks Bird club.
There are full page pictures of John Findley’s hand holding three Warblers (Can you
identify them?) and a Blackpoll Warbler in one of our nets.

Edward S. Thomas writing in Birding 11 (1):8-9 discusses the ‘‘Separation of
Carolina and Black-capped Chickadees in the field.”” The article is reprinted from
Indiana Audubon Quarterly 55:129-130 (1977). Thomas and Birding co-editor,
Lawrence Balch agree that the best way to separate the two in the field is by
considering the ‘‘white edging to the wing-coverts, contrasting sharply with the dark
web"” of the Black-capped Chickadee. This is to be compared with the Carolina, whose
wing ‘‘coverts are unicolorous. In some lights the covert of the Carolina seem
silvery-edged. but never white, and the webs are never darker than the rest of the
plumage."" The lower margin of the Black-capped bib is usually ragged, *‘the white of
the breast invading the black, and often vice versa. The margin in the Carolina is
clean-cut.”” Other less reliable characteristics are also discussed.

Another aid-to-identification article of interest is found in the May 1979 issue of
American Birds 33:236-240. **The identification of North American Accipiters’ by H.
Mueller, D.D. Berger and G. Allez discusses the differentiation of Sharp-shinned
Hawk, Cooper's Hawk and Goshawk. Beginners may be somewhat discouraged by the
authors' opinion: ‘‘Many birdwatchers would be able to identify the three species of
Accipiter by watching a few hundred correctly identified Sharp-shinned, Cooper's and
Goshawks and by paying close attention to size and flight behavior. Unfortunately
there are complications...”” Many believe the Sharp-shinned can be told from the
Cooper's by comparing the square tail of the former with the rounded tail of the
Cooper's. The authors present a quiz on the subject, consisting of a diagram of several
tails. I only got four out of five. Try it yourself. The authors conclude that tail shape is
helpful but not conclusive. Only the gray-barred breast of the adult Goshawk is
considered a completely reliable plumage characteristic and even that can be tricky in
some light. They urge extreme care be used in identifying accipiters as *'the best way
to identify accipiters is by size and size-related characteristics; a skill that can be
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acquired only with considerable experience.”” It would appear that more unidentified
accipiters should appear on our check lists.
A. R. Buckelew, Jr., Editor

Book Reviews

Virginia Birdlife - An Annotated Checklist, Prepared by the Checklist committee of
the Virginia Society of Ornithology, Yulee R. Larner, Chairman. May 1979, 118 pp.,
Price $4.00.

This checklist is essentially a revision of the late J. J. Murray’s published by the
Virginia Society of Ornithology in 1952. Early work on the revision was begun by Dr.
John H. Grey, Jr., in the late 1960’s but was cut short by his untimely death in 1971.

The new checklist is in paperback form, a convenient 6x9 inch size and has an
attractive red cover with the VSO’s Raven on a white background. It lists 400 species,
and has a format that will be useful to all birders. The status of each species is
described with reference to three main physiographic areas of the state: (1) Coastal
Plain, (2) Piedmont, and (3) Mountains and Valleys. The relative abundance, peak
counts, and dates between which species can normally be expected to occur are also
listed. 1 like, especially, the ample space between each paragraph and species,
allowing room for handwritten dates and notes with which most birders usually fill the
pages of their ‘‘working’’ records.

The checklist committee has completed a monumental work, acknowledging some
inadequacies, but hoping the results will stimulate more publication and
record-keeping by the observers of the State. The plan is to revise the checklist in five
vears, in order to avoid another extensive, time-consuming process and to more
accurately report the current findings.

Copies may be obtained from the Treasurer, VSO, 520 Rainbow Forest Drive,
Lynchburg, Virginia, 24502.

Kathleen H. Finnegan
1375-C Central Ave.
Harrisonburg, Va. 22801

To a Young Bird Artist: Letters from Louis Agassiz Fuertes to George Miksch Sutton,
with commentary by George Miksch Sutton. 1979, University of Oklahoma Press, 1005
Asp Ave., Norman OK 73019. 147 pp., illus., Price $9.95.

Between 1915 and 1927, Louis Agassiz Fuertes wrote George Miksch Sutton, then a
struggling young artist, a series of striking letters. Dr. Sutton has published these
letters, along with a commentary which gives insight into the lives of two of this
century’s greatest bird artists.

“*Fuertes was not obliged to take me under his wing,”’ writes Dr. Sutton, ‘‘...this
youngster who clamored so-earnestly for attention...Yet cheerfully he took me on,
almost as if he had been waiting for this opportunity to help someone as he had been
helped by others when he was younger ... | am publishing these letters not because I
consider myself shining proof that they produce results, but because I know that they
helped me. Some of this help was of a very practical sort; some of it was inspirational.”’

There is much to be learned and appreciated in Sutton’s tribute to Fuertes. Any
aspiring artist will profit from the sound advise given the young Sutton. Fuertes’
advice extended beyond the important lessons in art and into areas such as Sutton’s
plans for education. **...I'm glad you're busy, and think you are entirely right to get
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vour liberal education first as a background. The painting will not, I think, suffer
greatly, and in the meantime you will be getting an indispensible asset and developing
vourself to a point where difficulties are easier to solve and less discouraging.”’ Clearly
Sutton's liberal education did him no harm. He has made his reputation as much with
his pen as with his brushes.

Any teacher will appreciate Fuertes’ method of instructing the young George
Sutton. He used praise, example and criticism in the right measure and at the right
times. Two of the examples, color drawings by Fuertes, are included as plates in the
book. Two other color plates are early Sutton drawings. Other advice to Sutton
concerned how much to charge for his work, “‘I should think it would be better
business to be rather modest just now...”’ The reader is suprised to learn that Fuertes
was paid only $3.00 a figure for the Bird Lore plates, which are to be reprinted starting
in the September 1979 issue of American Birds.

Many will enjoy Sutton’s lively description of a summer spent with Fuertes at
Sheldrake Point, Lake Cayuga, New York. One can easily picture the bustling Fuertes
household and almost see his drawings take shape.

Dr. Sutton is an honorary member of The Brooks Bird Club. Many of our members
know him. Some remember his collecting birds, drawing them and making skins at
Terra Alta. Several like to remember visits to the Sutton home in Bethany to see his
extensive study skin collection. Everyone remembers his great story telling ability, his
warm personality and his love of music and singing. (I wonder if Dr. Sutton
remembers standing on the bridge on the Terra Alta lake road, singing with Chuck
Conrad and other campers, at 2 a.m. one summer night many years ago). Of at least
local interest here in Bethany, is Sutton’s narrative of his life in this little town and as a
student at Bethany College.

Birds of Pennsylvania by Merrill Wood. 1979, College of Agriculture of the
Pennsylvania State University, Box 6000, University Park, PA 16802. 133 pp. + index,
references, Price $2.00.

This rewritten, third edition of Merrill Wood’s handbook should prove useful to
Pennsylvania bird students. Frequency, seasonal occurence, some breeding habits,
status, and range are given for each of Pennsylvania’s 381 bird species. Also included
is discussion of many escapes. There are 201 pen and ink drawings in the margins of
the more common birds. The size is a handy 4%2 x 8% in. Many references to
accidental and rare records are given in the text. There is also a useful list of
references. The paper covers are decorated with Hal H. Harrison’s photographs of
immature Screech Owls.

Migration of Birds by Frederick C. Lincoln revised by Steven R. Peterson. 1979,
Circular 16 Fish and Wildlife Service, United States Dept. of Interior. U.S.
Government Printing Office: 1979 0-274-535. 120 pp., illus., no price given.

This is a revised version of Lincoln's ‘‘Migration of Birds,”” which was first
published in 1935. But don’t worry, the revised version is completely up-to-date.
Subjects covered include techniques for studying migration, advantages and stimulus
for migration; speed of flight, altitude of flight and segregation by species, age and sex
during migration; orientation, navigation, influence of weather and topography. Also
included are perils of migration such as storms, aerial obstructions and exhaustion;
routes and patterns of migration, and origin and evolution of migration. The text is
illustrated with many maps and color drawings by Bob Hines. There is a good
bibliography and a list of birds mentioned in the text, but no index. The text is brief,
but comprehensive. The references to the bibliography allow one to pursue individual
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topics further. All bird enthusiasts ought to enjoy **Migration of Birds."’ Bird banders
should find it especially interesting.

Hawks and Owls of North America by Donald S. Heintzelman. 1979, Universe Books,
381 Park Ave. S., New York, NY 10016. 216 pp. 8 color, 63 black-and-white photos.
Price $18.50.

Heintzelman's objective is to present a broad picture of North American birds of
prey to a general audience. There are descriptions of all North American raptors and
chapters on raptor ecology, migration, fossils, endangered raptors, population and
conservation. The species descriptions are sketchy and inconsistent. For example,
data on nest construction, clutch size and incubation period are given for most hawks,
but not the Red-tailed Hawk. More emphasis is given to eastern raptors, with which
the author is more familiar, than western species. Photographs of some important
species are lacking. Some of the photographs are very good, some are poor.
Heinzelman quotes extensively from various authors, especially A. C. Bent. (Life
Historics of North American Birds of Prey, U.S. National Museum Bulletin 1937 and
1938) There are no references for at least two quotations. It seems general readers will
have to wait a little longer for a comprehensive book on North American raptors. There
are several available on owls (see The Redstart 46:52 and 42:118-120).

A. R. Buckelew, Jr., Editor

Harrison C. J. 0., (ed) Bird Families of the World, NY Abrams, 1978. 264 pp., Price
$25.00.

This is not just another of the large *‘Pretty’’ bird books that have been flooding the
market for the past 20 years or so. The book is beautifully written, with a concise but
easy to read text covering all the bird families of the world. If you are interested in the
origin of birds, there is the best up-to-date review of the Fossil record of birds that I
have seen. The text goes from the fossil birds up through the Orders and Families of
living birds, including recently extint groups. The author bares his soul when he
admits that certain relationships in various orders and families are not well known and
more research is needed for their final determination. I also find that the ‘*American’’
system of classification, with which I was raised, is not accepted world-wide. The
author states that American finches are not in the family Fringillidae, but Emerizicae,
and tanagers are in a sub-family under finches. Also, the general cronological
arrangement of the families in the Passeriforms does not match too closely with the
American system. The illustrations are of excellent quality and in most cases show
behavorial habits of the species, an approach I really like. This is an excellent and
informative book and any serious BBC'er would benefit from the many hours spent
with this volume.

William L. Wylie
Division of Forestry
West Virginia University
Morgantown, WV 26506

Perrins, Christopher, Author pp 8 - 157: Harrison C. J. 0., ed., pp 158 - 412, Birds,
Their Life, Their Ways, Their World. Readers Digest Edition 412 pp., Price $16.95
Please note that this book is broken into two separate parts with different authors or
editors. The last part of this volume, edited by Harrison is an exact reproduction of the
book reviewed above, Bird Families of the World. As stated in the above review, it is
excellent. The first part of this volume, authored by Perrins is also excellent, and in my
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opinion, makes this book far more valuable and useable than the above volume.
Perrins covers in this first part such subjects as Evolution and Classification, Anatomy,
Locomotion, and Behaviour, Feeding, Habitats, Social Behaviour, Breeding,
Migration, Bird Populations, and Bird Study. These subjects are covered in some
depth, with excellent illustrations showing what the author wants to emphasize. The
choice is yours.

William L. Wylie
Division of Forestry
West Virginia University
Morgantown, WV 26506

New Journal

Continental Birdlife: A Bimonthly Journal of North American Field Ornithology edited
by Kenn Kaufman, P.O. Box 43294, Tucson, Arizona 85733. Price $9.00 per year.

The first number, February 1979, of Continental Birdlife includes three articles, two
regular features and book reviews. All of the articles are by one of the editors. Titles
are ‘‘Plain-capped Starthroats in the United States,”” *‘Field Indentification of the
Flicker Forms and Their Hybrids in North America,’” and ‘‘A Harlequin Duck Reaches
Sonora, Mexico.’’ The articles are knowledgeable, well written and nicely illustrated.
A feature, intended to be regular, called *‘In Detail,”” promises to be interesting. The
first, ‘‘Starlings” by Matt Sanders, is a short discussion of how to tell male from
female Starlings. The other feature, ‘‘Latest Rumors,”” is an account of some of the
exciting bird occurrences of North America during January and February 1979. The
book reviews are well done by assistant editor, Elaine Cook.

This journal needs more contributors to make it a success. Recognizing this need,
the editors provide three pages of ‘‘Information for Contributors...”” in the first issue,
and invite articles on bird distribution, field identification, birding ‘‘hot spots,” field
technique, bird behavior, hybrids and rare and endangered birds of the World.
Authors are also asked to contribute to ‘‘Focus on..,”” a regular feature that will
discuss a single aspect of a species’ life history. If the editors of Continental Birdlife
can attract more contributions, this journal should find readers in our region.

A. R. Buckelew, Jr., Editor
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