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Effect of Habitat Changes on 
vVater and Shore Birds 

Pat and Fritz Temple 
This is a survey of what we believe to be some relationships between the presence 

of water and shore birds on the Ohio River in the vicinity of Wheeling, West Virginia 
and several important environmental changes which have taken place over the past 
decade. The area lies between the north end of Wheeling Island and the water 
impoundment known as Warrenton Inlet which is on the Ohio side of the river 
directly across from the mouth of Short Creek as it empties into the river on the 
West Virginia side. 

The river is more highway than habitat since all of the birds to be considered in 
this report are migratory with the exception of the Mallard and Black Ducks. There 
are two factors which seem important as we consider this migratory status. First, it 
is far easier to choose an alternate route for taking a trip than it is to change ones 
residence. Therefore migratory birds may be expected to respond more quickly and 
dramatically to environmental change than resident birds. Second, the dependence 
upon the river of shore and water birds means that they are either there or not 
there. Observation is more precise than is possible with song birds who may be 
absent from the spot where you are looking, but unpredictably present in the next 
field or across the next wooded hilltop. While it does not make this type of personal 
observation an exact science, it should shorten the odds against error to some 
extent. 

The data in this study were compiled over a 9 year period beginning in 1965 and 
continuing until the present time (1973). They represent approximately 200 separate 
trips limited to the 5 month period in each year of January through May. Of these 
estimated 200 trips, precise records were kept for 73. The explanation for this is that 
during peak periods of migration or winter residence several trips a week might be 
made wherein the same species and approximate numbers would be observed. In 
this case, one record might represent three to five trips where no appreciable change 
was noted. 

I~ 1964 the Pike Island Dam and locks were completed and shortly thereafter the 
series of changes began which we considered significant. The area could be pictured 
as follows before the dam was placed in service. 

1. The north end of Wheeling Island was relatively wild and unpopul~ted. There 
was heavy weed and scrub growth and numerous indentations in the land 
formed protected bays and inlets providing safe cover and resting area for 
birds. 

2. Just south of Lock 12 on the Ohio side, was a narrow flood plain with brushy 
growth,largely alder extending to the water's edge. 

3. Still farther north, were the Lower and Upper Sister Islands just a few 
hundred yards below the new Pike Island Dam. They were extensively tree and 
shrub covered, small and uninhabited except for an occasional boater. 

4. About three miles above the dam, a meandering stream flowed into the river on 
the Ohio side opposite the entrance of Short Creek on the West Virginia side. 
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At that time, the focal point for observation of water birds was the north end of 
Wheeling Island where a good variety of ducks, grebes and mergansers could 
frequently be observed throughout the winter if neither high water nor ice proved a 
deterrent. The more solitary species such as the occasional scoter, Old Squaw Duck 
or Common Loon tended to rest in the comparative quiet of the water just above or 
below the Lock 12 dam. The larger flocks of Golden-eye, Bufflehead, Black and 
Mallard Ducks sought the protection of the Upper Sister Island and the river area 
immediately to the north of it. 

When the water was finally impounded behind the new Pike Island Dam, a deeper 
and more stable pool was created between the new dam and the New Cumberland 
Dam to the north. The meandering stream entering from the Ohio side began to fill 
up to form a wide, shallow bay which became known as Warrenton Inlet. Extensive 
vegetation was flooded. The inlet backed up to form a backwater area carried by a 
culvert under Ohio route 7 and forming a narrow arm of water between the Penn 
Central railroad tracks and a corn field. Many small trees in this overflow were 
partially submerged. 

By 1966 changes began to be apparent in both the variety of species represented 
and the location of the birds. The general shift was to the North with the birds now 
observed most frequently between the Upper Sister Island and the inlet and within 
the inlet itself. Surface feeding ducks had been conspicuously absent on the river 
with the exception of the Mallards and Blacks. Now, near or in the inlet, the entire 
spectrum of eastern dabbler ducks began to drop in during the Spring migration: 
Pintail, Gadwall, Wigeon, Shoveler, Blue-winged Teal, Green-winged Teal and 
Wood Duck were all observed with some regularity. 

Adjacent to the inlet on the south side of the dirt track leading toward the river 
was a large grassy area next to a golf course which was mowed regularly. Toward 
the river, this grew up in weeds and scrubby bushes and contained several ditches 
which were usually water filled in the Spring. Large puddles also tended to form in 
the grass area from flooding and Spring rains. This became, along with the mud 
shore area of the inlet itself, a very fruitful territory for shorebirds during Spring 
migration. Pectoral Sandpipers and Killdeer were always in greatest abundance. 
Greater and Lesser Yellow legs became frequent visitors at this time, and there were 
occasional Least and Semi-palmated Sandpipers and Semi-palmated Plovers. Snipe 
were commonly found in the watery ditches with Spotted Sandpipers equally 
common on the mud flat where Dunlin and Solitary Sandpipers also showed up 
several times. 

Ring-billed and Herring Gulls came in large numbers to the inlet and terns became 
a frequent sight on the river for the first time in our experience. Caspian Terns were 
first in order of frequency, followed closely by Common and Black Terns. 

In the overflow area, Canada Geese became a common Spring sight along with the 
ducks, Great Blue Herons and such numbers of Little Green Herons that one 
wondered at the ability of the fish population to support them. We actually counted 
37 on one occasion! 

All this embarrassment of riches did not happen overnight. The years 1967-1969 
were the high point. We can only hypothesize as to why this was so. Perhaps some 
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Birds Observed on the Ohio River between Wheeling Island and Warrenton Inlet 
in the Years 1965-1973 in Decreasing Order of Incidence 

1. Mallard Duck 
2. Black Duck 
3. Ring-billed Gull 
4. Lesser Scaup Duck 
5. Killdeer 
6. Common Goldeneye 
7. Herring Gull 
8. Pied-bill Grebe 
9. Hooded Merganser 

10. Bufflehead Duck 
11. Great Blue Heron 
12. American Wigeon 
13. Spotted Sandpiper 
14. Common Merganser (American) 
15. Little Green Heron 
16. Coot 
17. Blue-winged Teal 
18. Red-breasted Merganser 
19. Pectoral Sandpiper 
20. Horned Grebe 
21. Bonaparte's Gull 
22. Common Snipe 9 
23. Ring-necked Duck 9 

*24. Common Loon 8 (has been observed in the past three years between Sister 
Island and the inlet on 2 occasions) 

25. Wood Duck 8 
26. Canada Goose 8 

*27. Pintail Duck 7 (has been observed once at Inlet and once near lock 12). 
*28. Caspian Tern 6 (has been observed once in Inlet in past three years). 
*29. Redhead Duck 6 (has been observed once near Pike Island Dam). 
30. Shoveler Duck 6 

*31. Ruddy Duck 6 (has been observed twice near Pike Island Dam). 
32. White-winged Scoter 5 
33. Common Tern 5 

*34. Yellow legs 5 (has been sighted once in past three years in Inlet). 
35. Solitary Sandpiper 4 
36. Dunlin 3 
37. Black Tern 3 
38. Old Squaw Duck (observed at lock 12 and once at Inlet since 1970). 
39. Least Sandpiper 3. 
40. Canvasback Duck 3 
41. Semipalmated Plover 2 
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Birds Observed on the Ohio River between Wheeling Island and Warrenton Inlet 
in the Years 1965-1973 in Decreasing Order of Incidence 

*42. Green-wing Teal 2 (sighted once in inlet in past three years). 
43. Common Egret 2 
44. Gadwall 2 
45. Short-billed Dowitcher 1 
46. Black bellied Plover 1 
47. Red-throated Loon 1 
48. Double crested Cormorant 1 
49. Least Bittern 1 

time was required for the maximum build up of both animal and vegetable food 
supply. Perhaps it also takes time for migratory birds to find a new area which is 
uniquely equipped to provide for them. Whatever the explanation, these most 
prolific years were further exciting as they accounted for some sightings of birds 
which could be considered very uncommon or accidental in the area of the river. 
These included: Red-throated Loon, Double-crested Cormorant, Least Bittern, 
Black-crowned Night Heron, Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Black-bellied Plover and 
Common Egret. It was not unusual to sight fifteen to twenty species in a single 
excursion from the lock 12 area to the inlet in these years. 

By 1970, it was apparent that the trend was reversing and we were seeing, not 
only fewer birds than the high numbers of the earlier three or four years, but fewer 
than we had seen previous to this major change in the character of the river. Where 
numbers of ducks, grebes and mergansers in the inlet might have been as high as a 
hundred at a time, we were beginning to see fewer and fewer and often none at all. 
The overflow area was deserted even previous to this. Shorebirds again became 
non-existant except for a rare spotty or Pectoral, and, on the main channel of the 
river, the large wintering rafts of Goldeneye and Buffleheads were now becoming 
conspicuous by their absence. 

Other changes had been taking place, but more gradually so that their full impact 
had escaped us. Now we began to put the pieces together. 

The inlet had been made into a marina. The process began shortly after it was first 
filled with water but the boats themselves did not seem to create the problem. Most 
of the birds had paid their Winter or Spring visits before the boats were much in 
evidence. A large asphalted parking lot on the north side which destroyed a grassy 
area and good brushy cover may have been more of a contributing factor, and a 
trailer court in the same vicinity with some trigger happy residents an even more 
serious limiting factor. Successive floodings have left the mud flat shore littered with 
the debris of the river-bottles and bedsprings and old automobile tires. The 
partially sunken trees and bushes around which the coot and Blue-winged Teal swam 
and fed and sought protection have drowned and died. The birds have disappeared 
along with them. 

The golf course on the opposite side expanded to the dirt access road with a 
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short-lived driving range and miniature golf course. It lived just long enough to 
bulldoze level the little canals that sheltered the snipe. The weed and brush cover 
was levelled. There have been no shore bird or puddle ducks for the past three years. 

The overflow area quickly became a popular area for fishermen. So popular that 
they stood shoulder to shoulder, probably catching the grown up members of the fish 
population that the herons had missed. 

Farther south, Upper Sister Island was undergoing a process of destruction. 
Purchased by a local sand and gravel company, it has been dredged away until a 
mere few feet of bare earth is all that is left. No longer do the large flocks of winter 
ducks seek the lee side and rock gently along on the river. 

The destructive changes are more difficult to identify in the case of Wheeling 
Island. Some encroachment on the north end has been made by a new athletic field. 
It is a subjective judgment, but more people seem to be observed on the north shore 
than in previous years which undoubtedly discourages the birds. Whatever the 
explanation, with the exception of a few mergansers and grebes, no water birds have 
been observed there in the past three years. 

The conclusion of this survey can only be that the trend of river use by the water 
birds in this area of the river can only be seen in negative terms and that no 
conditions are present which suggests any favorable change in the future. On the 
contrary, those factors which have led to such loss as we have experienced up to the 
present can only be ~xpected to continue in an unfavorable direction. 

The tabulation lists the birds that have been observed in decreasing order of the 
incidence of observation. Those which were sighted 10 times or fewer have the 
precise number of sightings indicated. It seems significant that these birds have not 
been seen at all in the past three years in most cases. Those which are still seen on 
rare occasions are identified with an asterisk. 

506 Hazlett Ave., Wheeling, W. Va. 

Green Heron Migration 

While camping at Blackwater Falls State Park with a group of forestry students to 
observe the fall migration of hawks from Backbone Mountain the weekend of 
September 13-15,1974, we observed a migration of green herons that seems worthy 
of note. On Saturday evening the 14th, at a little after 8:00 p.m., or just at dark, we 
heard a green heron call from overhead. While it was too dark to see the bird we 
commented on it as several of the students recognized the call. A few moments later 
another call was heard, then another, and soon the air was literally filled with the 
calls of green herons. For about two hours, during the heighth of this migration, we 
were hearing between 20 to 30 or more calls per minute. At about 9:30, at the 
absolute peak of the flight, we started hearing an occasional "woc" of the 
black-crowned night heron. No more than 30 or 40 night herons were heard and none 
after 10:00 p.m., to my knowledge. The direction of this migration was south to 
south-west and I would estimate from the birds we heard, the migration path was 
several hundred yards or more in width. 

118 THE REDSTART-OCTOBER, 1974 

The migration continued unabated till about 10:00 p.m., at which time there was a 
definite reduction in the number of calls heard overhead. The frequency of the calls 
fell off to several a minute, and eventually to several minutes between calls. Some of 
the students stayed around the campfire till after mid-night and continued to hear 
occasional calls. I was awake momentarily at around 4:00 a.m. and heard several 
calls, and one of the students arose at 6:30 and found that the diminished flight was 
still continuing. 

I have been able to find nothing in the literature regarding the migration of green 
herons. Hopefully, this note will bring additional observers foreward with more 
information. It would be interesting to speculate on the number of green herons that 
actually migrated through that area that night. At only 20 to 30 calls a minute, the 
number of birds passing ov§rhead would be 1200 to 1800 an hour. Were all of the 
birds calling or only a percentage of them? As always, and rightfully so, observations 
of this nature raise more questions than they answer. -Bill Wylie, Division of 
Forestry, W.V.U., Morgantown, W. Va. 

1971 Hawk Watch 

on Allegheny Front Mountain at Bear Rocks 
H. o. Heimerdinger 

As can be seen by the appended score sheet, this is not an impressive total for 5 
days of watching. BUT it was very satisfying for me, since I had been completely 
shut out for the last 6 or 8 years of week-end watching at Bear Rocks. I was 
determined to see a hawk if I had to watch for a week. I remember one day I counted 
over 3000 Blue Jays-but no hawks. Another day I got 120 Canada Geese-again no 
hawks. 

Also this was the start of the second 20 seasons of Hawk Watching here for me. I 
can remember first time; the first Saturday in November 1951 when I got there at 2 
p.m. and still saw about a hundred hawks as I sat on Bear Rocks in my tee shirt-it 
was that warm. 

Another point-watching the hawks is only half the fun of being at Bear 
Rocks-watching the weather is the other half, and you can judge that by my 
weather and watching report which follows: 

I came down on Tuesday September 21, 1971-the first clear day in two weeks and 
this was probably the best day of all. When I arrived, Mr. Findley, of Flemington, 
W. Va. told me they had seen hawks going over the camp ground and had counted 
179 Broadwings and 1 Bald Eagle. I have shown these as the count for the 21st. 

On Wednesday Sept. 22 at 8 AM the wind was out of the N .E., 10 mph.; Temp. 40 
deg.; Heavy cloud cover overhead and fog and clouds at eye-level. Only birds noted 
were from 10:00 AM to 10:30 AM. Rain started, then for the rest of the day rained. 
Heavy fog at camp by 4 PM. 

Thursday Sept. 23: Sky was clear at 1:30 AM, overcast at 6:30 AM. At Bear Rocks 
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at 8 AM, wind S.W. 15 to 20 mph; Temp. 45 deg; sky overcast. First movement of 
hawks seen at 10 AM and lasted till 1:30 PM. Rain rest of day. 

Friday Sept. 24: Sky clear all night until 7:00 AM. At Bear Rocks at 7:30 AM 
heavy cloud cover, heavy fog, wind N.W. 15 to 25 mph; Temp. 35 deg; visibility 50-50 
(vertical 50; horizontal 50). Started to break up at 9:30; visibility 1 mi. Ravens and 
small birds moving by 10:00 AM. By 11:00 AM 50% sun. Hawks started moving. 
Wind hauled to North, down to 5 mph., temp. 50-55 deg. Last birds seen at 5:00 PM. 
Best count of the week in spite of wind and weather being absolutely wrong for this 
spot. 75 Broad-winged hawks seen period 10:00 to 10:30; 200 from 10:30 to 11:00; 50 
from 1:30 to 2:00 PM; 20 from 4:00 to 4:30. 

Saturday, Sept. 25: This was the day that made it all worth the effort. Bear Rocks 
at 8:00 AM. Sky was crystal clear; wind N.E. to E. at 0 to 5 mph; Temp. 40 deg. 
Heavy ground fog in valleys to the East of us made beautiful scenic views for 2 hours 
as it gradually rose and broke up. I got some fantastic pictures of this. 

First birds started at 9:30. No big concentrations but steady till 5:00 PM. Bill 
Wylie and some friends came. Anne Shreve and husband, even George Hall gave up 
banding and showed up. 10 species plus 2 Black Vultures (spotted by Wylie)-this is 
a first for Red Creek area. 3 Duck Hawks!!! 

Sunday, Sept. 26: Sky overcast; wind W. 5 to 10 mph. Temp. 55 deg. Watched 
from 9:30 to 12:30. Not a hawk. As I could see I was getting back to the old routine, I 
gave up and went home. 

12 species for the week. I might have expected a Goshawk and Golden Eagle but 
that would have been absolutely tops. I also found one and maybe two new Gentians 
(for me) and two new Orchids plus a few other things new to me. -281 E. Second 
St., Girard, Ohio 44420 

HAWK COUNT RECORD 
September 22-26, 1971 

Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun. 
Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept. Specie 

21 22 23 24 25 26 Totals 
Sharp-shinned ... . .... 0 2 5 4 26 0 37 
Coopers ......... . .... 0 0 0 3 1 0 4 
Red-tailed ............ 0 0 0 1 4 0 5 
Red -shouldered ....... 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Broad-winged ......... 179 22 0 379 153 0 733 
Rough -legged ......... 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Bald Eagle ............ 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
MarshHawk .......... 0 1 1 4 3 0 9 
Osprey ............... 0 0 8 0 3 0 4 
Peregrine Falcon ...... 0 0 8 0 3 0 3 
Pidgeon Hawk ........ 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Sparrow Hawk ..... 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 

Totals .. ........... . 180 25 8 392 196 0 801 
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Me 21, East Liverpool, Ohio 

SPRING SEASON 
MARCH, APRIL, MAY, 1974 

The Spring migration can be summed up as a good one. A few species appeared to 
be in somewhat lower numbers but the overall picture was good. 

Some of the early migrants were delayed by lingering cold weather but once a 
warming trend developed the others came in on time and in good numbers. The 
waterfowl flight was improved over last year. The warbler flight peaked around May 
12 to 18 and after this the migration was essentially over. 

Loons, grebes and herons-Com. Loons were scarce again this Spring. The only 
record submitted was of one seen on a pond near Cowen, Webster County, W. Va. 
(NG). There were several reports of Horned Grebes and the number of Pied-billed 
Grebes appeared to be normal with the flight peaking March 23-24. Very unusual 
was the report of the presence of 7 Western Grebes on Lake White, Pike County, O. 
on March 10. They were seen by six observers (MT). Three Double-crested 
Cormorants were seen on Kyger Creek ponds, Galia County, O. on April 12 (NG). 
Presumably the same birds were seen farther north in Washington County, O. on 
April 15 (MM). Great Blue Herons were mentioned in most reports. An unusually 
large concentration of these birds was found on March 24 at Seneca Lake, O. when 
more than a hundred were counted (ES). Two Great Egrets were seen at this 
location on the same date. A Little Blue Heron was seen at McClintic Wildlife 
Station, Mason County, W. Va. on April 23 (JLS). The first arrival date for Green 
Heron was April 21 at Kenna, W. Va. (HG). They appeared to be plentiful. There 
were two reports of Cattle Egrets. One was seen at Coonskin Park, Charleston, W. 
Va. April 4 (NG) and one was seen in Hancock County, W. Va. on May 12-14 (NL). 

Waterfowl-Little comment was received on the Spring movements of geese and 
swans. In contrast more space than usual was devoted to ducks. The flight was good 
and all species usually seen in our region were reported. Most reporters mentioned 
good numbers of Mallard, Black and Wood Ducks. Noteworthy was a flock of 14 
Gadwalls at McClintic Wildlife Station on March 24 (JLS). One of this species was 
listed at Guilford Lake near Lisbon, O. March 23 (NL). Many Wigeons were seen on 
March 23-24 at Guilford Lake and Seneca Lake, O. Numbers of both Green-winged 
and Blue-winged Teals were greater than usual. There were several reports of 
Canvasback Ducks and a flock of 10 was observed at Guilford Lake, O. March 10. A 
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pair of Shovelers was seen at Guilford Lake March 23 and a pair at McClintic Wildlife 
Station on April 4 (JLS). Goldeneyes figured in most reports with the peak occurring 
first week of March. A good flight of Ruddy Ducks was noted at Morgantown, W. 
Va. (GAH) and a nice flock was seen at Seneca Lake, O. March 24 (ES). 

Vultures and hawks-Early dates for Turkey Vultures were March 8 at Toronto, 
O. (NL) ar:d March 9 in the Charleston, W. Va. area (HG). Population increases were 
reported in some areas. The only record of Black Vulture came from Summers 
County, W. Va. (OJ). Members of the Handlan Chapter Sortie group were impressed 
by the number of hawks seen in Ritchie County, W. Va. during the period of April 27 
to May 9. Red-tailed Hawks were very common there. Gluck had 7 nests of 
Red-shouldered Hawks under observation during the Spring. One of this species 
seen on Muddy Creek Mountain, Pocahontas County, W. Va. April 26 was unusual 
according to Handley as it is rare in that area (COH). Broad-winged Hawks were 
seen in good numbers. Earliest records this Spring was April 12 at Clarksville, Pa. 
and April 13 at Morgantown, W. Va. There were two reports of eagles. A Golden 
Eagle was seen at Morgantown, W. Va. March 30 (GAH) and an immature Bald 
Eagle was seen flying up the Ohio River north of St. Marys, W. Va. on May 5 (NL). 
Reports of Ospreys came from Clay, W. Va. on April 20 (HG), Tygart Lake, Grafton, 
W. Va. (a pair) on April 20-21 (NL), Hawks Nest State Park, W. Va. April 28 (HG) 
and Pipestem State Park, May 4 (OJ). 

Gallinaceous and shorebirds-Good numbers of Coots were reported. The 
migration of Killdeers was good with reports of birds in many areas by March 1. Ten 
Common Snipe were recorded at Seneca Lake, O. March 24 (ES). Three Upland 
Plovers were on their breeding grounds near Clarksville, Pa. May 19 (RKB). There 
were several reports of Spotted Sandpipers beginning with April 23 at McClintic 
Wildlife Station. Solitary Sandpipers were seen there April 23 (JLS), at Lewisburg, 
W. Va. April 29 (COH) and at Pipestem State Park on May 4 (OJ). 18 Least 
Sandpipers were seen on a pond near Lewisburg on May 10 and 10 were seen at the 
same place on May 28 (COH). 

Gulls, doves, cuckoos and owls-Many Bonaparte's Gulls were seen at Sellec.a. 
Lake, O. March 24 (ES) and 7 were seen near Princeton, W. Va. April 9 (JLS). The 
Mourning Dove population continues to increase in the region. Nesting was under 
way at Lewisburg, W. Va. April 5. Both species of cuckoos appeared to be scarce. 
Several persons commented that they failed to list either species before the end of 
the period. Black-billed Cuckoos were seen at Lewisburg, W. Va. and East 
Liverpool, O. on May 10. A Barn Owl was found at Tornado, W. Va. March 21 (JLS) 
and one was seen in flight near Clarksville, Pa. May 24 (RKB). 

Goatsuckers through hummingbirds-The earliest arrival dates for Com. 
Nighthawks were May 6 at Charleston, W. Va. and May 8 at East Liverpool, O. 
Whip-poor-wills were heard at Middle Ridge, Charleston, April 14 by Anne Shreve 
fide (NG). One heard calling at Morgantown, W. Va. on April 28 and again on May 19 
is noteworthy as this species has become very rare in that area (GAH). Chimney 
Swifts were seen at Hinton, W. Va. April 13 (JLS) and at Charleston on April 16 but 
were not reported in other areas before the following week. Several reporters 
commented on the scarcity of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. The earliest arrival 
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date was April 22 at Charleston (NG). 
Woodpeckers-This family appears to be doing well generally. The flight of 

Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers appeared a little below normal. A Red-headed 
Woodpecker was banded at Clarksville, Pa. May 5 (RKB). 

Flycatchers and swallows-An Eastern Kingbird seen near Lewisburg on April 5 
(COH) was quite early. None were seen at Morgantown before May 10 and then they 
were scarce (GAH). Numbers of Great Crested Flycatchers seemed to be normal. 
The earliest arrival date was April 28. Phoebes came in early and were in very good 
numbers. There were few reports of Least Flycatchers. Wood Pewees were on time 
and numbers seemed to be nor:mal. A Tree Swallow seen at Killdeer Plains near 
Columbus, O. on March 17 probably did not survive (GP). April 20 was early for 
Rough-winged Swallows at Clarksville, Pa. (RKB). They were listed at McClintic 
Wildlife Station April 23 and at Petroleum, W. Va. April 28. An early date for Barn 
Swallow was April 1 at Clarksville, Pa. Several· persons related that they had been 
unable to locate Purple Martins this Spring. The earliest arrival dates were April 1 

at Clarksville where they are still scarce (RKB) and April 2 at Charleston, W. Va. 
(NG). 

Chickadees through wrens-Few Black-capped Chickadees were reported outside 
their breeding range. Red-breasted Nuthatches were considered rare during 
migration by most reporters. House Wrens returned in good numbers with arrival 
dates ranging between April 16 and 27. A Bewick's Wren was listed in the Pipestem 
State Park area on May 4 (OJ) and a nest containing 7 eggs was found near 
Waynesburg, Pa. May 17 (RKB). The Carolina Wren population remains at a high 
level. 

Mimics and thrushes-Gray Catbirds had arrived in good numbers before the end 
of April. The earliest date for Brown Thrasher was April 1 at Charleston (NG). Wood 
Thrushes were seen at Elkview, W. Va. and Clarksville, Pa. on April 21. Swainson's 
Thrush moved through most areas in good numbers. Several reporters commented 
on the volume of song. Gray-cheeked Thrushes were banded at Morgantown, W. Va. 
and Clarksville, Pa. on May 17 (GAH&RKB). The Veery was on its breeding grounds 
at Lake Terra Alta, Preston County, W. Va. on May 5 (GAH) One was banded at 
Morgantown on May 13. 

Gnatcatchers and kinglets-Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were seen at Kanawha State 
Forest near Charleston on April 3 and at Morgantown April 7 for earliest arrival 
dates. Kinglets were not mentioned in many reports. The flight of Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets was considered to be fair in the Morgantown area between April 14 and 
May 11. They were listed at Elkview April 14 and several were found at Petroleum 
between April 27 and May 4. Although little mention was made of Golden-crowned 
Kinglets, Hall found their populations to be unusually high at Gaudineer during his 
annual survey on May 31. 

Pipits, waxwings and shrikes-May 5 was a late date for a flock of Pipits seen near 
Lewisburg, W. Va. (COH). Cedar Waxwings were scarce or absent in the region 
before mid May when large flocks began to appear. The only record of Loggerhead 
Shrike was of one in Summers County, W. Va. May 4 (OJ). 

Vireos-White-eyed Vireos arrived in Charleston April 17 . They were first seen at 
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Elkview and Morgantown on April 27. They were found on May 6 at East Liverpool, 
O. where they are becoming more numerous. Several reporters opined that numbers 
of Yellow-throated Vireos were low. April 20 at Charleston was the first arrival date. 
Solitary Vireos were found at Kanawha State Forest April 3 (NG). Katholi saw a 
good migration of this species through Charleston from May 4 to 11. The one banded 
at Clarksville, Pa. on May 1 was the only one seen there (RKB). The first arrival date 
for Red-eyed Vireo was April 23 at Kanawha State Forest. They were much later in 
most other areas. A Philadelphia Vireo in full song was observed near Petroleum, W. 
Va. on May 3 (UL). Warbling Vireos were listed at Charleston April 22 and were 
found at Petroleum April 28. 

Warblers-Numbers of returning Black and White Warblers appeared to be quite 
good. They were seen at Charleston and Morgantown on April 14 and were in most of 
the other areas within the week. A pair of Prothonotary Warblers was noted at 
Elkview on May 11 (HG) and one was seen in Hancock County, W. Va. on the same 
date (ERC). Golden-winged Warblers and Blue-winged Warblers were found at 
Petroleum April 28. Golden-wings were not found at Morgantown before May 13 and 
their numbers were low (GAH). A Blue-winged Warbler was listed at Clarksville, 
Pa. on May 1 (RKB). Tennessee Warblers staged a good flight throughout the region 
and numbers of Nashville Warblers appeared above normal. The first date for Parula 
Warbler was April 14 at Charleston. Yellow Warblers staged a fine flight and were in 
most areas by the last week of April. Cape May Warblers moved through the region 
in greater than usual numbers. For most part, Yellow-rumped Warblers were scarce 
again this Spring. However good numbers were seen at Petroleum from May 1 to 5. 
Yellow-throated Warblers were found in several locations at Petroleum between 
April 27 and May 5. Pine Warblers were in good song at North Bend State Park, 
Ritchie County, W. Va. March 9 and several were found at Petroleum between April 
27 and May 5. The first dates for Prairie Warblers were April 21 at Morgantown and 
April 26 at Clarksville. Northern Waterthrush were found at Petroleum April 28-30 
and in Jefferson County, W. Va. on May 18. Both Wilson's Warbler and Canada 
Warbler seemed to be in short numbers. Comments ranged from "none seen to very 
few". Yellow-breasted Chats had arrived in most places by April 29. They were 
common in the Petroleum area after May 1. Mourning Warblers were banded at 
Morgantown on May 13-14 and were heard there during the last week of May. The 
numbers of Redstarts were considered a little low by some reporters. 

Blackbirds and tanagers-There were more than usual reports of Bobolinks. They 
were seen at Charleston and Lewisburg on April 22; Clarksville, Pa. May 1; 
Summers County, W. Va. May 4; Petroleum May 6 and at Morgantown and East 
Liverpool on May 10. Eastern Meadowlarks were a few days late in most places but 
Red-winged Blackbirds, Com. Grackles and Brown-headed Cowbirds were at least a 
week early and were much too numerous. Orchard Orioles were seen in most places 
by May 1 and Northern Orioles arrival dates coincided. Scarlet Tanagers were in 
Charleston on April 22 and one was banded at Morgantown April 25. The first date 
for Summer Tanager was April 28 at Elkview (HG). Both species were found in the 
Petroleum area on May 2. 

Grosbeaks and finches-Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were seen at Clarksville, Pa. on 
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April 30. A heavy migration moved through the Petroleum area May 1 to 5. The 
Purple Finch flight was good. A male House Finch was seen at East Liverpool, O. on 
May 10 (NL). Another was seen in St. Albans, W. Va. on April 27 where it was 
observed at a distance of five feet at a feeder. (F. & E. Johnson, fide G. Hurley). The 
flight of Pine Siskins was especially good at Petroleum between April 28 and May 4. 
They were at Morgantown May 5-11 and the last one was seen at Clarksville on May 
15. 

Sparrows-Savannah Sparrows were listed at Morgantown on March 17; 
Charleston on April 12 and Lewisburg on May 11. The only report of Henslow's 
Sparrow came from Clarksville, Pa. where two were seen on May 13 and another one 
the following day (RKB). Chipping Sparrows arrived in good numbers in most places 
the first week of April. The first date for Field Sparrow was March 3 at Clarksville, 
Pa. Several reporters considered White-crowned Sparrows rather scarce. A big 
flight was noted at Morgantown on May 4. 5 Gambel's type of White-crowned 
Sparrow were banded at Lewisburg in early May (COH). White-throated Sparrows 
were numerous in the Petroleum area April 27-28 but not found after May 1. Two 
Lincoln Sparrows were banded at Clarksville on April 30 and five were banded at 
Morgantown on May 1. Swamp Sparrows were recorded at Morgantown on May 2 
and at Charleston on May 4. They were found at Petroleum on April 29. 

Contributors: RKB; Ralph K. Bell, ERC; Everett R. Chandler, NG; Norris Gluck, 
HG; Hullet Good, GAH; George A. Hall, COH; Charles O. Handley, Sr., OJ; Oliver 
Johnson, CK; Connie Katholi, MM; Marian Means, GP; Glen Phillips, JLS; J. 
Lawrence Smith, ES; Ellie Soja, MT; Marie Trowbridge-Mrs. Nevada Laitsch, MC 
21, East Liverpool, Ohio. 

vVhite-Fronted Geese at Kyger Creek, Ohio 
On March 13,1971, the authors and Greg Adler, a junior high school student, were 

enjoying the ex('itement of a goodly number of water fowl present at the Kyger 
Creek, Ohio, fly-ash settling ponds of the American Power Co. This power 
generating plant is located on the Ohio River about six miles up-river from Pt. 
Pleasant, W. Va. on Ohio State Route 7. As we approached the smaller of the two 
settling ponds, we noted six large unusual birds, slightly smaller than the 30 Canada 
geese that were also present. After careful observation with binoculars and with 
20-and 25-power telescopes at about 150 to 200 feet, the birds were identified as 
White-fronted Geese [Anser albifronsl. The following notes were recorded: 
"BiIl-pinL:h yellow with white behind bill; white rump on water; thin white streak 
along middle of side; legs-orange while swimming as viewed from back, and legs 
and feet orange as they took off in flight. Clearly seen and observed three different 
times as they circled and returned to the water." The birds finally flew off in a 
northerly direction. 

The White-fronted Goose breeds on the Arctic tundra and migrates chiefly west of 
the Mississippi River to its North American wintering grounds on the Gulf Coast and 
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Central California. It is casual or rare east of the Mississippi river. Hall lists the 
species as, "accidental in West Virginia, one record in 1893". Handley includes this 
species in his list of Mason County, West Virginia birds. This county borders the 
Ohio river opposite Kyger Creek. 

Dr. Harold Burtt, in personal correspondence, noted two records; one at Hoover 
reservoir and one at O'Shaughnessy reservoir in Columbus dating about 1964 and 
1959 respectively. Other Ohio records supplied by him include references to birds 
recorded in 1879, 1882, 1930, 1945 and 1946 by Borror who listed it in Ohio as 
accidental. Trautman also listed it as accidental and refers to specimens collected in 
1882 and 1967. 
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South Charleston, W. Va. 

South Charleston, W. Va.-Odds-and-Ends: In the spring of 1974 I received a 
recovery card for a Purple Finch captured by a bander, W. A. Noonan, of Reidsville, 
N.C., the preceding January. Reidsville is in Rockingham Co., which lies along the 
Virginia border a bit east of Mt. Airy. The bird was banded in South Charleston in 
February 1969. This was the second of this species for me reported from the same 
general area, with the same time interval, and under the same circumstances,-i.e. 
recovered by a bander. The first bird was taken by Charles Blake of Hillsborough, 
near Durham, Orange Co., N.C. about 40 miles from Reidsville. (Redstart, Vol. 40, 
No.3) Thought-provoking, but far too little data to even suggest a trend, especially 
with winter finches. However, the really interesting part is that W. A. Noonan is a 
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BBC-er, formerly of Wheeling, now a North Carolinian! We met for the first time at 
Red Creek. 

Another short item concerns a Red-bellied Woodpecker, the first one which I 
banded of this species after I received my permit. He was banded in November 1963 
and recovered hale and hearty in July 1974,-eleven years, and not showing any sign 
of his age! All plumage in pristine condition. -Constance Katholi 

Clarksville, Pa.-Did you ever wonder where birds like the Carolina Wren nested 
before this country was settled by the white man? Ever since I can remember, the 
Carolina Wren seemed to be a bird that preferred sheds or barns, and they are often 
found in villages and smaii towns. The Carolina Wren has always been one of my 
favorites. It can be heard singing most any month of the year. Many different songs 
are sung but the most common one sounds something like "teakettle, teakettle, 
teakettle" or "tweetheart, tweetheart, tweetheart." I like the last interpretation 
better because they are usually found in pairs and it's more romantic to think that he 
is always calling her sweetheart-no matter how cold the weather or heavy the 
chores. 

As a lad of 12 I was already making Bluebird boxes and even made a special type 
box for Carolina Wrens. Evidently I had read that Carolina Wre.ns would not accept 
the conventional box because I remember making a triangular-shaped affair with 
slats down the front that were spaced about an inch apart. I fastened this odd shaped 
affair (it couldn't be called a box because it didn't even resemble one) on the wall of a 
shed where my father kept machinery. The wrens evidently liked it as they soon had 
it full of leaves and straw, and if I remember correctly, nested in it for several years. 

Since the Carolina Wren gets most of its food on or near the ground, an extended 
period of deep snow can decimate the species. But as we have had relatively mild 
winters the past few years, the Carolina Wren has increased tremendously in this 
area. There was only one listed on my first 25-mile Breeding Bird Survey route in 
1966. Nine years later, 31 were listed on the same route. This is a very big increase 
and far more than any other species. And because of this big increase, and resulting 
overcrowding, many have revertea to the habitats of long ago. In April of this year, I 
found 2 nests in brush piles consisting of discarded evergreen branches and far from 
any buildings. I was cleaning up one of the piles (a small one) and noted a 6" diameter 
ball of leaves and mosses. I tore it apart to try and determine if a rat had made it. I 
was shocked to find 2 eggs in the center. I concluded it must be a Carolina Wren nest 
so put it back together the best I could, made an entrance hole in the side, and tucked 
it back in the brush pile. Three more eggs were laid but the nest was not successful 
as the eggs disappeared later (the nest was only a foot from the ground). The other 
nest was found at about the same time in a larger brush pile and was about 2 feet off 
the ground. I noticed this nest before disturbing it. There were 5 eggs, 4 of which 
hatched, and these were banded May 5. I feel the young from this nest fledged 
safely. 

Then in July, while shearing Christmas trees, I found another Carolina Wren nest. 
4 feet above ground in a small Austrian Pine tree. It was a typical Carolina Wren 
nest with a hole in the side and built close to the main stem of the tree. The eggs and 
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young always seemed dry even after a hard rain. All 5 young hatched and were 
banded on July 30. A few days later the young were calling for food from other 
evergreen trees on the hillside. Some ornithologists wonder if Carolina Wrens mate 
for life since they are usually found in pairs even in the winter time. This would be a 
good project for any bander who has the time and inclination for such a 
study. - Ralph Bell 

Columbus, Ohio-A few Kestrels have been in our decoy trap recently. They 
manage to negotiate the turkey-wire with 2x4" mesh on the top of the trap. Actually 
the Kestrel is smaller than the Flicker and an occasional Flicker manages to squeeze 
through. 

In the trap which is 80' long the Kestrel flies about quite a bit but not as much as 
the Starlings. Nor is it as compla!!ent as the Cowbirds which sit on a perch for hours 
on end. From the standpoint of the bander the Kestrel is about like the other species. 
However, our student assistant who helps with the banding is afraid of them. He has 
the stereotyped image of predators. So I have to reach in the gathering cage myself 
and remove the Kestrel before he injures the assistant. Recently one did bite me 
although none of the previous 19 had ever done so. Anyway it was not a hard 
bite-just a defensive one about like a Grackle or Starling. He was not concerned 
with eating the finger. 

In the trap the Kestrel did not bother the other birds. He probably entered 
originally to catch a Cowbird, but after lunch completely ignored the others. Later in 
the gathering cage with Blackbirds and Starlings he was not aggressive at all. In fact 
he crouched in the corner while the others piled on top of him although he was 
perfectly capable of fighting them off. He even gave some distress calls. I have 
observed no sex difference in Kestrel behavior. 

All this suggests that our current image of predatory birds is erroneous. Killing a 
bird for food is no more reprehensible or anti-social than picking seeds out of a weed 
patch. Our "bad-guy" stereotype probably came from the western movies. 
Personally I like Kestrels.-Harold E. Burtt 

Hamersville, Ohio-From January 1949 until October 1972 I operated a banding 
station 3 miles south of Willoughby, Ohio. My property was located along a river and 
attracted quite a number of birds. Banding was good, although I used only traps. 
About five years ago Annette Flanigan who lived a mile away from our place in 
Waite Hill, became interested in banding and applied for a permit. She has had 
phenomenal success using both traps and nets. Late in 1972 we moved to 
Hamersville which is about 40 miles southeast of Cincinnati. We are interested to be 
able to keep track of some of the birds which we banded in Willoughby through Mrs. 
Flanigan who has had a number of recoveries of my birds. The uniformity of months 
of capture for the following three encounters seems of special interest. 

Cowbird, F banded 04:10-72 taken by Flanigan 04-20-73 
Goldfinch, M banded 04-27-72 taken by Flanigan 04-25-74 
Redwing, F banded 05-10-72 taken by Flanigan 05-29-74 

- Merit Skaggs 
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