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Cedar Creek Sortie -1968
George Koch
We chose Cedar Creek State Park for our third Sortie because we need ornithological data from the central counties of the state. Some contributing reasons were
the attractiveness of the area, the warm welcome given the "Sortie" idea by Park
Superintendent Hudkins. the easy access for all our participants, and the belief
that the terrain. flora, and funa would be most interesting. We were not disappointed although the weather was not ideal.
On second thought perhaps the weather was ideal. We made camp in the rain
about 10:00 p.m. Tuesday May 28, 1968 and it rained Wednesday, Thursday,
Saturday, and Sunday. Boots and rainsuits were standard equipment. However, the
birds sang and moved about all day, the weather was mild but cool enough that rainwear was comfortable, the rain slacked up enough for field trips and stopped momentarily every morning so we could work our study plots. No one caugllt a cold as
there certainly was no dust to trigger our allergies.
There were seventeen of us all told and we did our field work in the park, in the
farm land along Cedar creek as far south as Cedarville, and from the park north to
Glenville. About 80% of our field time was spent in the park.
Our results were about as expected. There was only one late late migrant, a
Purple Finch. We do think it unusual that the Red-tailed Hawk was common and
that it was the only species of hawk found in the area.

Area Survey
Our "Area" was the 2000 wooded acres of Cedar Creek State Park and the surrounding farmlands. The elevation varies from 700 feet at the Little Kanawha River
at Glenville to 1460 feet at the top of the higher hills in the park. The ridges were
covered with pine while the hillsides and valleys were cove hardwoods. The two
study plots were typical of these hardwoods.
Geologically the area is young, the outcropping strata being of the Pennsylvanian
period. The hilltops are capped with the Waynesburg sandstone. The hillside outcroppings are the shales and sandstones of the Monongahela series. The Conemaugh
series shales and sandstones outcrop in the valleys. Limestone does not outcrop in
the area but there is some limy shale in the Monongahela series. There is no minable
coal in the area. The western limit of the Pittsburgh coal is just a few miles east of
the area.
The surrounding farmland is marginal. The level and fertile bottomland is limited
in area. Much of the rolling to steep fields once cultivated are now pastureland, some
of which is abandoned and reverting to forest.

The Study Plots
Two population studies were made using the singing male method. Both plots
studied were in relatively mature cove hardwoods, one on a hillside flat just north
of camp, and the other in the narrow valley of Little Two Run one fourth mile from
its mouth. Together they typify most of the park and surrounding forest land except
for the pine covered ridges.
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Deciduous Hillside Forest
Location: The Campground Study Plot starts 500 feet west of and 150 feet higher than the campground in Cedar Creek State Park, 4 miles SSW from Glenville, Gilmer County, West Virginia. 38 deg. 52' 49" N, 80 deg. 52' 08" W, Glenville Quadrangle, U.S.G.S.
Size: 15 acres (rectangular, 110 x 660 yards, measured).
Topography: The centerline, level at 950 feet, extends NW along a hillside flat
50 to 100 feet wide. The ground slopes steeply up SW and down NE from the Hat.
The difference in elevation across the plot varies from 40 to 80 feet.
Census:
Species

Territorial Males

Males per 100 Acres
Cerulean Warbler .
8
53
American Redstart
7
47
Acadian Flycatcher
5
33
Red-eyed Vireo
5
33
Worm-eating Warbler
5
33
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
3
20
E. Wood Pewee
2
13
Scarlet Tanager
2
13
Carolina Chickadee
1.5
10
Yellow-throated Vireo
1.5
10
Black and White Warbler
1.5
10
Tufted Titmouse .
1
7
Wood Thrush .
1
7
Kentucky Warbler
1
7
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
.)
0.5
'"
Red-bellied Woodpecker
.)
0.5
'"
Cardinal.
0.5
3
Ruffed Grouse
+
+
Pileated Woodpecker
+
+
Brown-headed Cowbird
+
+
Indigo Bunting
+
+
Totals: 21 Species
46
309
Visitors: Black-billed Cuckoo, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Common
Crow, Blue-winged Warbler, and Summer Tanager.
Plant Cover: A second-growth deciduous forest approaching maturity with the
canopy almost complete at 50 to 80 feet. The trees averaged 18 inches DBH with
many as large as 30 inches DBH. The trees in order of decreasing abundance were
30% Oaks [Red (Quercus rubra), White (Q. alba), Chestnut (Q. Prinus), and Black
(Q. )Jelutina) J; 20% Tulip Poplar (Liriodendrol1 tulipifera); 15% Sugar Maple (AceI'
saccharum); 15% Beech (Fagus grandifolia); 10% Basswood (Tilia lzeteroplzylla); 5%
Pignut Hickory (Cal}'a glabra); and 5% Red Maple (AceI' rubnmz). The understory
was fairly dense, especially on the flat, and consisted of seedlings of the above trees
and the normally smaller trees such as Ironwood (Carpinus caroliniana), Sassafras
(Sassafras albidum), and Dogwood (Comus florida). Shrubs included Spicebush
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(Lindera benzoin), Leatherwood (Dirca palustris), and Poison Ivy (Rhus radicans).
Among the ground cover plants were some 15 species of ferns, Wild Ginger (Asarum
canadense), Foam Flower (Tim'ella cordi/olia), Crested Iris (Iris cristata), Violets
(Viola sp.), Green Violet (Hybanthus concolor), Black Cohosh (Cimici/uga racemosa),
and Ginseng (Panax quinque/olills).
Coverage: May 29 to June 1,1968. Nine trips were made between 5:30 and 8:30
a.m. EDT, two trips in mid-morning and one in the evening. Total party hours 10.
Remarks: Two nests of the Acadian Flycatcher were found. On one they were
incubating and the other was in the final stages of construction.
Census Takers: Juanita Delancey, Nevada Laitsch, John Laitsch, Virginia B.
Olsen, Tom Olsen, Kenneth H. Anderson, and George Koch (compiler).
o

Mixed Mesophytic Woods
Location: Cedar Creek State Park four miles south of Glenville, W. Va.; 38 deg.
53' 05" N, 80 deg. 51' 45" W.
Size: 15 acres rectangular (110 x 660 yards) measured.
Census
Species
Acadian Flycatcher
American Redstart
Tufted Titmouse .
Wood Thrush .
Black and White Warbler
Worm-eating Warbler
Cerulean Warbler. .
Kentucky Warbler
Louisiana Waterthrush
Carolina Chickadee
Cardinal. .
Scarlet Tanager
Red-eyed Vireo
Yellow-shafted Flicker
Downy Woodpecker
Wood Pewee
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Blue-winged Warbler
Parula Warbler
Ovenbird
Rufous-sided Towhee
Indigo Bunting
Ruffed Grouse
Barred Owl.
Pileated Woodpecker
Totals: 25 species
56

Territorial Males
7.5
3.5
3.0
3.0
3.0
3.0
3.0

Males per 100 Acres
50
,.,,,
-,-.J

2.0
2.0
1.5
1.5
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

20
20
20
20
20
18
18
13
13
10
10
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

+
+
+

+
+
+

!_.)~
!_.)~

47
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Visitors: Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Common Crow, Crested Flycatcher, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Brown-headed
Cowbird and American Goldfinch.
Remarks: One Acadian Flycatcher nest with 2 eggs was found. Ruffed Grouse
with 3 young was seen. The Parula Warbler was found in oak (no hemlock was noted on the area).
Topography: A forested "hollow" or narrow valley typical of probably 10% of
the park area, running northwest with stream elevation 800 feet and hills on both
sides to about 1200 feet. Area was transected by Two Run, a small mountain
stream flanked by narrow openings in the canopy. These openings plus a small
brushy glade comprised about 15% of the area. The centerline of the study followed
the creek.
Plant Cover: Mixed Mesophytic forest or cove hardwoods containing 25% Oaks
(Quercus spp.) to 24" dbh.; 20% Tuliptree (Liriodendran tulipi/era) to 24"; 15%
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) to 36"; 10% Beech (Faglls grandiflora) to 40"; 10%
Basswood (Tilia americana) to 24". The remaining 20% included Elm (Ulmus
americana), Cherry (Prlllllls Sp.) Ash (Fraxinlls Spp.), Hickory (CmJ'a spp.), Buckeye (Aesculus), Sycamore (Platinus occidentalis), Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) and
Cucumber (Magnolia accuminata). In addition to sprouts of the above the understory shrubs included: Spicebush (Lindera benzoin); Redbud (Cerds canadensis);
Ironwood (Ostrya virginiana); Dogwood (Comus florida); Ivy (Rhus radicaw) and
Grape (Vitis sp.). Groundcover included viburnum, black cohosh, jewelweed, trillium, meehania, and ferns including Christmas, silvery spleenwort and broad beech.
Coverage: May 29, 30, 31 and June 1, 1968. Hours varied from 5: 30 a.m. DST
to 9:30 with one evening trip (7:30 to 8:30 p.m.). Total 21 man hours.
Census Takers: K. H. Anderson, M. M. Cather, G. Grant, J. and N. Laitsch, T.
and V. Olsen, G. Hurley (compiler).

Plants
Lack of time and personnel prevented us from doing much botanical study. The
dominant seed plants on the study plots are listed in the description of the plots.
Mr. Jolm Laitsch made us a list of the ferns he found during the Sortie.

Fern List
Polypodium virginianullZ (Polypody fern)
Phegopteris lzexagonoptera (Broad Beach fern)
Tlzelypteris llovemboracensis (New York fern)
Onoclea sensibilis (Sensitive fern)
Matteuccia pensylvanica (Ostrich fern)
Cystioterus pratusa (Lowland Brittle fern)
Woodsia (Blunt-lobe Woodsia)
Polysticlzulll acrosticlzoides (Christmas fern)
Polysticlzum acrosticllOides V. lncisum (Cut Leaf Christmas fern)
Dlyopteris goldiana (Goldies Wood Fern)
Dryopteris marginalis (Marginal Wood Fern)
DIJ'opteris intermedia (Intermediate Wood Fern)
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Athyrilllll pycllocarpoll (Narrow Leaved Spleenwort)
AthvriulIl thelypteriodes (Silvery Spleenwort)
At';vriwil tlzelypteriodes F. Acrostichoides (Silvery Spleenwort cut leaf form)
At';vrium allgllstllllZ var. Rubelhllll (Northeastern Lady fern)
Asp-lelliuiII platYlleliron (Ebony Spleenwort)
Asplenium triclzomanes (Maidenhair Spleenwort)
Camptosorus rlzizophylllls (Walking Fern)
Camptosorus rhizoplzyllus (Long Auriculed form Walking fern)
Pteridilllll aqllililllllll Var Latiusculllln (Bracken fern)
Adialltlllll pedatul7l (Northern Maidenhair fern)
Pellaea atroporpurea (Purple Cliff Brake)
Dennstaedtia plllictilobu/a (Hay scented fern)
OSlllwlda claytonia (Interrupted fern)
BOtl}'clzililil l'irginiallw/Z (Rattlesnake Grape fern)
Bon:l'clzilllll Ob/iqllulll (Oblique Grape fern)
Equisetllm arvense (Field Horsetail)
Lycopodium f7abelliforme (Running Pine)

Animals
One opossum was seen and their tracks along with those of the raccoon were
found along the streams. Bats were seen flying each evening. Odors lingering in the
damp air indicated many skunks around but only one was seen. The dominant
animal was the ground hog. Ample food and protection from hunting in the park
had allowed the ground hog to build up an extremely high population. We saw
several chipmunks, a few gray squirrels and a fox squirrel. A few cottontail rabbits
were noted and deer were seen on two occasions.

Annotated Bird List
1. Mallard -R- One male seen, GH.
2. Turkey Vulture -U-.
3. Red-tailed Hawk -C-.
4. Ruffed Grouse -A- Six broods of 3 to 9 each seen. GH, GK, VBO.
5. Bobwhite -U- Cedarville road. One young seen, VBO.
6. Spotted Sandpiper -U- Two seen, PT, FT.
7. Yellow-billed Cuckoo -C- One young, VBO.
8. Black-billed Cuckoo -C-.
9. Screech Owl -U-.
10. Barred Owl-U-.
11. Whip-poor-will-U-.
12. Chimney Swift -C-.
13. Ruby-throated Hummingbird -U-.
14. Belted Kingfisher -U-.
15. Yellow-shafted Flicker -U-. One nest, PT.
16. Pileated Woodpecker -C-. One nest, GH.
17. Red-bellied Woodpecker -U-.
18. Hairy Woodpecker -U-.
19. Downy Woodpecker -C-. Two nests, NL, GG.
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20. E. Kingbird -C-. Three nests, GH, VBO (2).
21. Great Crested Flycatcher -C-.
22. E. Phoebe -C-. Two nests, GH, VBO.
23. Acadian Flycatcher -A-. Nine nests, NL, VBO (8).
24. Traill's Flycatcher -R-. One nest, TO.
25. E. Wood Pewee -C-. Two nests, NL, VBO.
26. Rough-winged Swallow -U-.
27. Barn Swallow -C-.
28. Purple Ivlartin -U-. Two occupied boxes found.
29. Blue Jay -R-.
30. Common Crow -C-.
31. Carolina Chickadee -C-. One nest, NL.
32. Tufted Titmouse -A-.
33. White-breasted Nuthatch -U-. One nest, NL.
34. House Wren -U-.
35. Bewick's Wren -R-.
36. Carolina Wren -C-.
37. Catbird -U-. One nest, NL.
38. Brown Thrasher -C-. One nest, NL.
39. Robin -U-. Two nests, NL, VBO.
40. Wood Thrush -C-. Three nests, KHA, VBO (2).
41. E. Bluebird -C-. Two nests, PT, GH.
42. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher -A-. Three nests, NL, VBO (2).
43. Cedar WaxWing-Common outside park. One nest, VBO.
44. Starling -C-.
'45. White-;yed Vireo -C-. One nest, GG.
46. Yellow-throated Vireo -U-.
47. Red-eyed Vireo -C-.
48. Warbling Vireo -C-. One nest. VBO.
49. Black and White Warbler -U-.
50. Prothonotary Warbler -R-. One singing male seen.
51. Worm-eating Warbler -C-. One nest, TO.
52. Golden-winged Warbler -R-.
53. Blue-winged Warbler -C-.
54. Parula Warbler -R-.
55. Yellow Warbler -A-. Four nests, NL, VBO (3).
56. Cerulean Warbler -C-.
57. Prairie Warbler -C-.
58. Ovenbird -U-.
59. Louisiana Waterthrush -C-. One nest, VBO.
60. Kentucky Warbler -C-. Two nests, GK, VBO.
61. Yellowthroat -C-. One nest, NL.
62. Yellow-breasted Chat -C-.
63. Hooded Warbler -R-.
64. Am. Redstart -A-. Two nests, GH, FT.
65. House Sparrow -U-. One nest, KHA.
66. E. Meadowlark-Common outside park.
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67. Red-winged Blackbird -A-. One nest, KD.
68. Orchard Oriole -C-. One nest, PW.
69. Baltimore Oriole -U-. Two nests, NL.
70. Common Grackle -U-. One nest, NL.
71. Brown-headed Cowbird -C-.
72. Scarlet Tanager -C-.
73. Summer Tanager -U-.
74. Cardinal -U-. Two nests, VBO.
75. Indigo Bunting -C-.
76. Purple Finch -R-. One male on Cedarville road, PT, FT.
77. Am. Goldfinch -C-.
78. Rufous-sided Towhee -C-. One nest, GH. This was three feet above ground in
a bush.
79. Grasshopper Sparrow -R-. Cedarville road.
80. Chipping Sparrow -A-. Four nests, GH, VEO, NL (2).
81. Field Sparrow -C-.
82. Song Sparrow -U-. One nest, VBO.
Key: A, abundant; C, common; U, uncommon; R, rare.
Acknowledgements
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Herpetological Report
for Second Week of 1971 Foray
Robert Cole Lightburn
This year during the second week of the 1971 BBC Foray we were fortunate to
have the best week of herping in my experience with the club. The weather was
most accomodating with a couple of damp days to compliment the generally sunny
week. Perhaps most important, the area for study was rich in all kinds of fauna and
flora. The sum total of species of herptiles found during the week was thirty-two.
When this figure is compared to the first week's either twelve or sixteen species,
and last year's twenty-four, there is certainly a substantial improvement.
In tIlis year's report, along with both the usual common name and latin name of
each species, where appropriate I have attempted to add local names. This pertains
primarily to snakes, one of the best ways to locate snakes being through local farmers.
I have also tried to give more definite locations where specimens were found, this being most useful when considering salamanders. In searclling for salamanders, three
primary streams each in a different location, the Greenbrier River, a bog, and one
pond were thoroughly searched.
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The only disappointments of the week were that no lizards, either skink or swift
were found, the Red Eft and the Eastern Milk Snake recorded in the first week were
not seen and a few (about four) Salamanders I had found in the area five years before went unsighted. Also missed was being able to hear any but the Chorus Frog
this year. [ should note that the population of bait salamanders mentioned later in
the report was greatly decreased as compared with five years before. The Spring
Salamanders, which are occasionally used for bait, were also not as common as before.
Finally, last year I had recorded finding Gyrinoplzilus dallielsi at the Summersville campsite and had thought to have found it five years ago in Island Lick Run,
Arboretum branch (same as this year's selected area). It was suggested to me by
Neil D. Richmond of Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Pa., that the Spring Salamander
I had found might actually be G. p. dlll~vi. Thus, I had high hopes of finding another
such specimen at this years' foray, but was not successful.
This year my thanks go to the even greater number of people who contributed
to the information in this report. My sincere hope is that interest in this field may
continue to grow.
TURTLES: Family Chelydridae
Stinkpot (Stemotlzaerus odoratl.ls). Often called just "Musk Turtle" after the
subfamily to which it belongs, was found in the Cranberry Glades. A shell of the
same species was found on the road circling the camp. Egg shells, possible of this
species, were collected along the railroad tracks on an early morning bird walk.
Family: Testudinidae
Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapane c. carolina). Not surprisingly this shelled reptile
was common throughout the entire area.
Midland Painted Turtle (CIzIJ'semys picta mariginata). Two specimens were
found, unfortunately D.O.R. (Dead on Road), one on Route 296 just before Frankford, the other on 217 before Anthony.
SNAKES: Family Colubridae
Black Rat Snake (Elap/ze o. obsoleta). Curiously, only one specimen of this common species was found and on the last full day of camp, at Buzzard's Hollow, I
believe.
Northern Water Snake (Natrix s. sipedon). As with the Black Rat Snake, only
one specimen, very young, was found at Buzzard's Hollow on the last day. Often
mistaken for a copperhead, they are sometimes locally known, incorrectly, as
"Copper Bellies". (Their belly is not copper in color).
Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnophis s. sirtalis). Of this species there were two
sightings, one at Cranberry Glades and the other at Flower Fall. Both, however,
~vaded collection. Locally, the name has been altered to "Garden Snake".
Eastern Hognose Snake (Heteroden platyrlzinos). None were collected alive,
only one D.O.R. specimen was seen, on Rt. 17 after the first fork. Known to the
local population as "Puffer or Puff Adder".
Northern Ringneck Snake (Dirdop/Zis plllictatlis edwardsi). The most commonly
found snake of the week but one of the easiest to miss as it is a burrower. It was
found by the bridge on Rt. 17 at the chapel grounds and by a railroad bridge over
THE REDSTART-APRIL, 1972

61

a small creek below camp.
Northern Black Racer (Colli bel' c. constrictor}. The Racer family, being quite
possibly the most intelligent group of serpents, managed to stay hidden during the
week except for two brief sightings, location uncertain, except at Neola. Difficult
to distinguish from Black Rat at a distance, which explains why both are called
just "Black Snake".
Smooth Green Snake (Opheod/ys vernalis). Quite a prize find, unfortunately
found D.O.R. at Wales Graft Neola. Often confused with the Rough Green Snake
(usually further south) both are known locally as "Grass Snakes".
Family Viperidae.
Northern Copperhead (Agkistrodon colltortrix mokesoll). One was reported 5
miles south of White Sulfur Springs and one at the falls. Locally, this colorful
serpent is usually known asjust "Coppersnake".
Timber Rattlesnake (Q'otalus lz. Izon·idus). Next to the Ringneck, this was the
most prevalent serpent. It was found crossing, or near roads at Neola, Alvin, Lake
Sherwood and D.O.R. on Route 296, before Auto. One specimen reported to have
a number of sections in rattle, even with button missing; some in yellow phase,
others in black.
SALAMANDERS: Family Necturus
Mudpuppy (Necturus lIlaculosus). It was one of the many salamanders common
in the streams throughout the area. Specifically it was found in Fossil Run, Tslanlend
Lick Run (Arboretum Branch), Boardhouse Run.
Family Salamandridae.
Red-Spotted Newt (Diemictylus v. viridescells). Although the land stage (Red
Eft) had been listed as being seen the first week, we were unable to uncover it during the second week. However, we discovered a Sphagnum bog behind the hill back
of the campfire site in which there was a good population of newts. They were also
found in a pond dammed by beavers, back of Buzzard's Hollow.
Family Plethodontidae.
Northern Dusky Salamander (Deslllognat!zus f jllSCLlS). It was found in every
stream or creek bed searched, specifically Fossil Run, Island Lick Run (Arboretum
Branch), Boardhouse Run, Flower Fall and the Greenbrier. This salamander, along
with the Seal Salamander and the Allegheny Mountain Salamander, are the ones
commonly used as fishing bait in this area and are referred to as "lizards".
Allegheny Mountain Salamander (Desmognathus o. ochrop/zaeus). Not surprisingly, this species was found in all the same haunts of the Dusky Salamander.
Appalachian Seal Salamander (Desmogllathus m. mOllticola). Perhaps less in number but certainly as widely dispersed as the preceding two. All three are similar in appearance. In fact members, of which there are many throughout tItis entire genus,
are often difficult to distinguish from one another.
Red-backed Salamander (Pletlzodon c. cinerous). Usually quite prevalent in its
own right, this species was only reported from the trip to Beartown.
Slimy Salamander (Plethodoll g. glutinosus). Not too uncommon in the area, it
was found in the woods around Laurel Run, Watoga Island Lick Run (Arboretum
Branch) and at Buzzard Hollow.
Northern Spring Salamander (Gyrinophilus Porphyriticus). Maybe for every five
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Seal Salamanders or Duskies, you would find one of the two red, black spotted
species present. The Northern Spring was found at both Boardhouse Run and Island
Lick Run (Arboretum Branch).
Northern Red Salamander (Pseudotritoll r. ruber). The other red, black spotted
salamander, t.he Northern Red Salamander was seen at the same two locations. One
particular specimen which the author saw at Island Lick Run, must have been at
least six inches but unfortunately it escaped collection.
Green Salamander (Aueides aellells). One was reported having been seen on the
trip to Beartown. Truly tltis is one of the most unique, interesting and beautiful of
all the salamanders in the area.
Northern Two-lined Salamander (EllIycea b. bislineata). Was uncovered at Fossil
Run first, later Island Lick Run (Arboretum Branch) and the Greenbrier.
Long-Tailed Salamander (Ewycea l. longicauda). Several specimens were identified
at Fossil Run.
TOADS AND FROGS. Family Bufonidae
American Toad (Bufa american us). One was discovered before Auto in the clear
cut area along Route 296, and others turned up as the week went on.
Fowler's Toad (Bufo woodlzousei fowleri). A few were caught just around the
camp grounds, one a particularly large specimen.
Family Hylidae.
Northern Cricket Frog (Acris c. crepitalls). It was reported that some were heard
on the camp grounds but none actually seen, or for that matter, collected.
Northern Spring Peeper (Hyla crUcifer). None were noticed until the last day of
camp when hundreds of young ones were found in the marshy grass around the large
pond created by beavers back of Buzzard's Hollow. However, none were heard this
year.
Grey Treefrog (Hyla Versicolor). This species was added to the list with a little
help from Watoga State Park Naturalist who had befriended one of the spunky little
creatures, and so the frog stayed witltin a small area. (His name was George).
Family Ranidae.
Buff Frog (Rana Catesbeialla). Again a frog which was only heard, on the Greenbrier River, but not seen. Both the scarcity and failure to actually sight this frog are
due, in some respects no doubt, to its popularity as a food for people.
Green Frog (Rana Clamitans melanota). Surprisingly, only one was seen and that
one in a puddle along Route 17 before the second fork.
Wood Frog (Rana syh1atica). A few were collected along with the Spring Peeps
back of Buzzard's Hollow.
Fayson Lakes
Kinnelon, N. 1. 07405

Editor's Note: This article and the following on Shrubs of Greenbrier County which
are part of the 1971 Foray Report were received too late to be included in the January Foray Report issue. Several other Foray Report manuscripts, also received
after January 1, 1972, were returned to Headquarters for corrections. None of
these latter contained author's names.
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Shrubs of Greenbrier County
Earl Vanscoy
Shrubs of Greenbrier County not listed in the Foray Report of June 1966. This
list is by Bob Richardson, Earl Vanscoy, Gene Hutton and Pop Cowger of shrubs
found during the second week of The 1971 Foray.
Lilly Family L. Smilax glauca, Common Saw Brier
Willow family Salix interior, Common Sandbar willow
Willow family Salix Izumi/us, Common Upland willow
Holly family !lex verticil/ata, Common Winter berry
Rose family PrwlL/s Virginia, Choke cherry
Dogwood family Comus amomullZ, Common Kinnikinnik
Dogwood family Comus altemifolia, Common Alternate leaved
Dogwood family Comus racemosa, Common Panicled
.
Dogwood family Comus oblique, Common Silky
Thyne family Dirca palustris, Common Leatherwood
Nettle family Celtis punila, Common Chinquapin
Honeysuckle family Viburnum rafinesquitalllllll, Common Downy arrowwood
Latarin family Lonicera tatarica, Common Honeysuckle

Dysart Woods Studies
Glen Phillips
Ohio University's Dysart Woods Laboratory a national natural landmark is
located 1.9 miles west of Centerville in Belmont County, Ohio. The laboratory con·
tains two tracts of mature northern hardwoods totaling approximately 42 acres.
These tracts of timber were preserved by one family for over 150 years before be·
ing sold, with the remainder of the farm, to the Nature Conservancy by the last
descendant·owners. Ohio University obtained the property from the Nature Con·
servancy and has dedicated it to study and continued preservation. The Brooks Bird
Club and the Oglebay Nature Education Department had made field trips to the
area prior to 1969 but no organized effort had been made by either to contribute
to the recorded knowledge of the laboratory. Mr. Nathan Lafer (1) had made a
study, during 1968, of the tree growth above 4 inches, diameter breast high, as part
of his graduate work in the Department of Botany of Ohio University. Many of the
plants of the forest floor had been identified by Mr. Lafer, Dr. Warren Wistendahl
and his wife Mrs. Jean Wistendahl. A list of these plants was available at the home
of Mr. William Bartels, the caretaker. Dr. Henri Seibert, also of Ohio U., had com·
piled a partial list of birds which was also available. Circumstances allowed me somE
free time so a bird census was scheduled for 1969 and 1970.
The mature forest on the laboratory is divided into two segments by the Ault
Dysart Road. Mr. Lafer has designated the segments as "South Woods" and "North
Woods". We shall continue with these names. The south woods contains 23 acres,
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is shaped as a stub·toed boot, includes three shallow ravines, and lies on a south·
facing slope of 25·30 degrees. The north woods contains 18.86 acres, includes one
ravine with three branches, is shaped as an irregular arrowhead and has both north·
facing and south·facing slopes of about 30·35 degrees. The two plots are similar in
elevation at about 1100 to 1300 feet above sea level and are in the unglaciated por·
tion of Ohio.
(1) Nathan G. Lafer, "Tree Composition of Dysart Woods, Belmont County, Ohio"
(unpublished Master's thesis, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio 1968).
The south woods is bordered on three sides by fields withdrawn from cultivation
and on the fourth by a woods timbered about twenty·five years ago. The north
woods has two boundaries of old fields, one of pasture and pastured woodland, and
one is a strip of second growth woodland separating the mature stand from the road·
way.
Mr. Lafer estimated that some of the trees are approximately 300 years old. A
white oak in the south woods has reached a breast high diameter of 46 inches while
a tulip poplar in the north woods has a diameter of 58 inches. The following table,
derived from Mr. Lafer's thesis, shows the similarity and the slight differences
among the trees above 4 inches diameter.
Relative Density
South Woods North Woods
Species
23.2%
40.4%
Beech (Fagus grandifolia)
44.0%
20.4%
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum)
8.0%
10.8%
White Oak (Quercus alba)
4.4%
6.4%
Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
0.4%
6.4%
Dogwood (Comus florida)
0.4%
3.6%
Hop Horn beam (OstlJ'a Jlirginiana)
0.8%
2.8%
Black Cherry (Prunus seratina)
4.8%
2.4%
White Ash (Fraxinus americana)
4.0%
2.0%
Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica)
2.8%
1.6%
Yellow Poplar (Liriodendron tulip ifera )
Shagbark Hickory (Carya oJlata)
0.8%
1.2%
2.4%
0.4%
Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
Black Walnut (JuglallS nigra)
0.4%
0.4%
1.2%
0.4%
Slippery Elm (Ulmus rubra)
0.8%
0.4%
American Horn beam (Carpinus carolin iana )
0.4%
American Elm (Ulmus americana)
Sassafras (Sassafras albidum)
0.8%
Cucumber (Magnolia acuminata)
0.4%
0.4%
Sweet Cherry (Prwllls aJlium)
The north woods has more underbrush cover composed primarily of saplings of
the above trees along with: Wild Grape (Vi tis sp.), Spicebush (Lindera benzoin),
Witch Hazel (Hammelis virginialla) and a few patches of blackberry (Rubus sp.)
where the sunligl1t has penetrated the canopy.
Among the plants of the forest floor are: Sensitive Fern (Onoclea sensibilis),
Spinulose Shield Fern (Dl),opteris spinulosa), Ebony Spleenwort (Asplenium
platyneuron),Jack·in·the·pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum), Solomon's Seal (Polygona·
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tum pubescens), Clearweed (?ilea pumila), Wild Ginger (Asarulll calladellse). Wood·
nettle (Laportea canadensis), Chickweed (Stellaria media), Buttercup (Ranllneullls
alleglzeniensis), May-apple (Podoplz.vlllllll peltatum), Bloodroot (Sallguinaria canadensis), Black Mustard (Brassica nigra), Toothwort (Demaria laeilliata). Stonecrop
(Sedllm ternatum), Wood-sorrel (Oxalis europaea), Pale Touch-me-not (impatiens
pallida), Smooth Yellow Violet (Viola pellsyh1anica), Anise-root (Oslllorlziza longistylis) and Goldenrod (Solidago sp.). (Names of plants taken from Gray's Manual of
Botany, 8th Edition, M.L. Fernald 1950).
Seventeen trips were made to the south woods between June .2 and 5, 1969 with
the trips concentrated before noon but with one trip each evening which was always
completed before darkness. Total party hours 23.
Fourteen trips were made to the north woods from June 1st to 5th 1970, again
with the work concentrated between daylight and noon, but a trip each evening.
Total party hours approximately 21.

Species
Acadian Flycatcher
Red-eyed Vireo
Eastern Wood Pewee
Cerulean Warbler. .
Wood Thrush .
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Rufous-sided Towhee
Kentucky Warbler
Downy Woodpecker
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse. .
Cardinal
. . . .
White-breasted Nuthatch
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Louisiana Waterthrush .
Scarlet Tanager
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Hairy Woodpecker . .
Great Crested Flycatcher
Indigo Bunting
Pileated Woodpecker
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Blue Jay
....
Screech Owl
Yellow-shafted Flicker
Whip-poor-will
Red-tailed Hawk
Common Crow
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CENSUS
South Woods
Terr.
Males per
males
100 acres
17
74
5.5
24
4.5
20
4
17
17
4
4
17
..,
,)
13
2.5
11
2
9
2
9
2
9
:2
9
2
9
4
4
4
4
4
4
0.5
:2

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

North Woods
Males per
Terr.
100 acres
males
37
7
5
27
5.5
29
3
16
4
21
16
3
8
1.5
5
1
II
2
II
:2
11
2
3.5
19
2
11
2
11
5
5
5
5
5
vis.

+

+

1

5

+

+

I

5

+

+

+
+

+
+
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South Woods
Terr.
Males per
males
100 acres
Brown-headed Cowbird
Catbird
Ruffed Grouse
Orchard Oriole
Chimney Swift
Common Grackle
American Goldfinch
Carolina Wren .
Mourning Dove
House Wren
Brown Thrasher
Warbling Vireo
Yellowthroa t
Yellow-breasted Chat
Summer Tanager
Field Sparrow.
Totals
Resident Species

+

+

North Woods
Terr.
Males per
males
100 acres

+

+

5

1
0.5
0.5

3
3
+

+
+
+

vis.
vis.
vis.

61

265
27

+
+

vis.
vis.
vis.
vis.
vis.
vis.
vis.
vis.
52.5

278
33

The Dysart Woods study was undertaken with great anticipation. It seemed that
all members of the observation team shared a curiosity concerning the primeval
forest and what birds had probably inhabited it. While the size of these tracts prevent their giving a true picture of bird life as it was when the entire area was covered
with like vegetation, they probably represent the nearest approach to the original
cover of eastern Ohio and northern West Virginia that remains in the vicinity. We
must also remember that some species have been lost.
Every effort was made to separate the field and edge birds from those of the
mature woods. but some were using a portion of the woods under study. Even a
casual look at the census table will show that most species were in both woods.
Some,like the pileated woodpecker, probably used both tracts as part of their territories. Also note the similarity in density (males per 100 acres) of the first 19
species in the table. Most of the remaining species represent casual occupants. The
north woods showed a few more resident species, but the density (totals) in the two
tracts is remarkably similar when one remembers that the counts were made one
year apart.
Transportation, vacation time, and other factors forced each study to be completed within one week even though a more accurate count could possibly have been
made over a season-long period. During this short study Tufted Titmice were observed traveling in groups in both woods suggesting that they had hatched broods
and already abandoned nests. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers in the south woods and cluckadees, nuthatches, and waterthrushes in the north woods were following the same
pattern. In the south woods towhees, chickadees, and cardinals were observed feeding young out of nest. Active nests were located for Acadian Flycatchers in both
\voods. Observers also found nests of Hairy Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker
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and Scarlet Tanager in the south woods and Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Downy
Woodpecker and Wood Thrush in the north woods. One nest of the Acadian Flycatcher in the north woods was approximately 150 yards from the stream. possibly
reflecting the in tense competit ion for nest ing territory. The concentration of
Acadian Flycatchers in the south woods was the heaviest ever observed by this reporter.
The following people contribu ted time and effort to accumulate this small
amount of additional information concerning a very old woods: William Bartels,
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ford, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Mitchell, Charles Conrad, Earl
Vanscoy. George Lippert. Mark Jenkins, Mrs. Gerald Devaul, Dorothy Broemsen,
Mr. and Mrs. John Christie, Mrs. Edward Vossler, Jay Buckelew and Glen Phillipscompiler.
Triadelphia, W. Va.

near Bear Rocks. Tucker Co? A more logical route would have been to have followed the rather spacious valley to the southwest between the parallel ranges of Virginia
moun tains. So "Where do the Indigo Buntings that swarm through the fields of
eastern Greenbrier County in late September originate?"
3. An adult White-crowned Sparrow migrant banded on April 3, 1969 was retrapped by W. R. Middleton on the following January 15 in southern New Jersey. about
eight miles north of Woodburg. The recovery of this bird is of particular interest
because banding has shown that White-crowns very often return to their former
wintering grounds, sometimes for several years in succession. Mr. Howard E. White
with Wh;I~ I had some correspondence relative to this particular bird stated that
White-crowns started to come to his section of New Jersey in 1955. A banding station was established there in 1965. Since that time some 900 White-crowns have
been banded, and that tllis was the first foreign bird obtained. It is surprising that
a White-crown that had wintered somewhere to the south of Lewisburg, W. Va.
would have wandered over to southern New Jersey the following year to winter.
4. A Common Grackle banded on March 31, 1969 was recovered dead by J.
Lynch at Bristol, Tenn. on April 8, 1971. The bird had one foot entangled in a
long cord which resulted in its death. The recovery of tllis bird brings to mind the
interesting question as to the route followed by Grackles that migrate through
eastern Greenbrier Co. in spring. They usually arrive at Lewisburg a few days before they do at Charleston which suggests that different segments of the population are concerned. They arrive at Lewisburg from the southwest, often flying lligh
and passing on to the northeast without stopping, apparently following the general
course of the Greenbrier River Valley. But where do they enter the Valley?
5. A Starling banded on September 21, 1968 was recovered on May 1, 1969 by
E. A. Harding at New Castle, Va. about 28 miles S.E. of the point of banding. C. O. Handley. Sr.

l....~onstanL" Katholi, Editor

l}30 \'(bodland :\,:e ..
South Charl"ston, ~'7 \a.

"Hartland", Greenbrier County, W. Va. - Here are a few foreign recoveries of
birds banded at Hartland, one and a half miles west of Lewisburg.
1. A Rusty Blackbird, banded on April 1, 1969, was shot 28 days later about
350 miles away on the north shore of Lake Ontario, Canada, south of Toronto,
by D. Capp, of Wain fleet, Ontario.
2. An Indigo Bunting, banded on September 9, 1968 was found dead by Harold
C. Sen tel at Bolar, Va. on July 10, 1971. Bolar is a ghost town on the very southern
edge of Highland County, Va., 20 miles north of Hot Springs, 2 miles east of Virginia
Highway 607, and about 55 miles east of Lewisburg. Recovery of this band told
where the bird had chosen to spend its second summer, but it created another question. Do Indigo Buntings raised in Highland and Allegheny Counties, Virginia normally migrate to the west from their birthplace, or was this bird just a wandering individual that happened to find its way across the Allegheny Mountain-a formidable
barrier-to reach Greenbrier County, W. Va.;-or was there a crossing similar to that
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Columbus. Ohio - In the "Gathering Cage", October 1971, I was invited to explain the preponderance of young Purple Martins netted in the Charleston operation.
This is a large order but it interests me because I have some similar data for male
Redwings. where estimates of age are fairly reliable. Perhaps if I discuss the Redwings it may furnish some hunches, but no firm hypotheses, about the Martins.
Of some 8600 male Redwings captured in a decoy trap in Columbus in a three
year period the HY's were 81
71'7c and 95% of the catch respectively for 1968,
1969 and 1970. Possible explanations fall into two categories: (1) trapability, i.e.
a greater tendency for the HY's to get trapped; and (2) more young birds in the
popula tion in the area. [ believe No.1 is involved to some extent because the HY's
do considerably more repeating in proportion to the number banded than do the
adults. This takes us into personality. I have measured an adequate sample on the
complacency-agita tion continuum (Ohio Journal of Science, 1969, p. 109) and
find the male Redwing AHY's are more complacent, and the HY's, more agitated.
This agitation may lead the youngsters to get around more and in the process encounter the trap more frequently.
However I suspect that there is also some population differential although I cannot pin it down. [ thought the two groups might migrate on a different schedule
with the AHY's leaving earlier, but the percents cited above do not change apTHE REDSTART-APRIL. 1972
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preciably through the season. Then there is the possibility that the comparative
numbers of adults and young-out-of-the-nest, together with different survival rates,
may be reflected in the actual population but I have no data on this point.
How much of the foregoing is applicable to the Martins? It is, of (ourse, risky
to generalize from male Redwings to Martins of both sexes. But it is possible that
the greater agitation for HY's extends beyond the male Redwings. I actually did
find it for male Cowbirds. If it should characterize young Martins then they might
be more apt to encounter the nets. On the other hand there is probably some age
differential in the population involving perhaps migration schedules and survival
tendencies. The matter could be researched following somewhat the pattern used
with the Redwings,-logging repeats, measuring complacency, noting changes in
the percent of HY's through the season and even studying size of broods and survival rates.
Obviously this is not the neat answer hoped for; just some hunches as far as the
Martins are concerned. But all this suggests another question to worry about, viz.
the correlation between trapability and netability. Are the birds that are prone to
get into a trap likewise prone to get into nets? If this should prove to be the case
it would be one more item to add to my anthology on bird personality - Harold
E. Burtt
CLARKSVILLE, PENNA.-The winter of 1971-72 will probably go down in history
as a big finch year over much of the area-at least it was here. There were Pine Siskins
at our feeder for the first time ever. Goldfinches and Purple Finches were also visitors
at the feeders and this is unusual here in the dead of winter. Also, Redpolls were in
our yard several times eating grey birch seeds. But the Evening Grosbeaks were the
biggest news here. Since we live in the lowlands about 20 miles west of the Allegheny
Mts., the E. Grosbeaks have never been very common with only 6 being banded in
1960 (Mar. 2-11), 12 in 1962 (Feb. 21-May 7), 12 in 1966 (Apr. 27-May 5) and 6 in
1969 (Jan. 11-12).
This year (1972) the first E. Grosbeaks came to our feeders the last of January
and were common at feeders over the entire immediate area (with even comments
in the local papers).
A large influx apparently arrived on the morning of 16 February. These must
have come from an area where feed was scarce because they were very thin and
very hungry-not like the plump and contented birds that had been coming to the
feeders every day. While I banded only 17 Grosbeaks that day (I didn't have enough
traps out) it doesn't tell the whole story. The woods in the ravine below our house
seemed alive with E. Grosbeaks and there were so many males in this flock that it
looked like a lot of colorful butterflies were flying around. It appeared that most
of these hungry new arrivals moved on within a few hours as numbers were back to
normal the next day.
Between February 1 and March 4, a total of 60 E. Grosbeaks were banded and
only 9 of these were males. While there was no doubt that there were more females
around than males, the males that were here seemed more trap shy.
Since E. Grosbeaks are often seen migrating NE the first part of May, a few more
will probably be caught and banded. Whether these Grosbeaks came down out of the
NE, North or NW is still a big question. Since none carried bands (and so many are
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always banded in the NE states) there is the possibility these came from som!:: other
direction. Perhaps recoveries will help clear this up at a later date. -Ralph K. Bell
INWOOD, W. VA.-Evening Grosbeaks started to arrive here during Christmas week.
I set out some dove traps and caught as many as forty on some days. We were away
from home for almost four weeks the last of January and the first of February.
When we arrived back the grosbeaks were still here, so I started to band again. So
far I have banded 390, the last one on March 19. They are now not around as much
as they have been. I am not adept enough to distinguish the sex of the immature
birds. I have been taking notes of the fringes on the wing feathers, the white marks
on the tail, and measuring the wings and tail of practically all of the grosbeaks banded. There seems to be four patterns that the birds fit. I have not yet taken time to
look up a description of the Evening Grosbeak. Perhaps by another winter if and
when they come again I will be able to age and sex the immature birds. Pine Siskins
are plentiful here, too, but I banded only a few. There are plenty of Purple Finches
also, but again I did not catch many. -Clark Miller

o PYMATUNING
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COLUMBUS

FIELD N TES
Mrs. Nevada Laitsch, Editor
Me 21, East Liverpool, Ohio
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WILOUFE

FALL SEASON
September 1 through November 30, 1971
The weather was unusually mild during the fall season. September was warm
and wet and high mountain ridges were fogged in for long periods of time. October
was warmer than usual and quite dry. There were no pronounced cold fronts, no
frost until first week in November and the first snow fell November 21.
Migration. while far from spectacular. was reasonably good. Migrants appeared
widely distributed over the region and moved through steadily and unhurried in the
absence of frontal systems. No large waves were reported. The number of birds hanTHE REDSTART -APRIL. 1972
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dIed at the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory (A.F.M.O.) was drastically reduced due to unfavorable weather conditions at the station during most of the faIL
Loons. Grebes, Herons-Common Loons appeared to be very s~arce durin a0 the
_
taIL Three Horned Grebes were observed near Washington, Pa. November 11 (SH).
Pied-billed Grebes were reported in good numbers and the flight was widespread.
Single Great Blue Herons figured in several reports. Two were seen flying during a
snow storm in northern Columbiana County, O. November 26 (NL). Seven Common
Egrets were seen at Pymatuning Lake. Pa. September 28 (MS).
Waterfowl-Whistling Swans were big news in Western Pennsylvania the first of
November. During the night of November 1 an unprecedented "drop in" of these
big birds occurred 011 the waterways of southwestern Pennsylvania and spilled over
into the northern panhandle of West Virginia and eastern Ohio. Great flocks settled
on the Allegheny and Ohio rivers. The following morning flocks left the rivers and
settled temporarily on small bodies of water in the tri-state area. Flocks of remaining swans were reported for the next four days. The magnitude of the flight can
best be understood when the Pennsylvania Game Commission estimated that 30,000
swans were on the Allegheny river alone, between Brady's Bend and Pittsburgh.
Canada Geese made a poor showing. A flock of 40-50 was seen over Cedar Lakes,
near Ripley, W. Va. October 18 (NL). BBC people saw approximately 200 at McClintic Wildlife Station. Mason County, W. Va. October 30. Three SIDW Geese were
seen in flight at Highlandtwon Lake, near Wellsville, Ohio October 4 (NL). The duck
flight was short and uneventful in most areas. Two Gadwall. never very common
around Morg'antown, W. Va., were on Cheat Lake November 21 (GAH) and five of
this species were on Lake White, Waverly, O. November 28 (MT). The flight of Bluewinged Teal was better than usual on the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers (CM). A
flock of 95 was on the Shreve farm pond near Charleston, W, Va. October 4 (fide
NG). Unusual was the listing of 5 Shovelers there on the same date. Wood Ducks
were considered plentiful by several reporters.
Vultures, Hawks-Hawk counters were plagued by continuing bad weather on
week-ends throughout September. However, those fortunate enough to be at stations
when the weather cleared, even for short periods of time, were rewarded. Nine Black
Vultures passed the Peters Mt. hawk count station in Monroe County, W. Va.
September 17 (NG). Two were seen at Bear Rocks on Allegheny Front Mt. September 25 (HOH). Heimerdinger's report of five days observations at Bear Rocks included 37 Sharp-shinned Hawks, with 26 being logged on September 25. His best day
for Broad-winged Hawks was September 24 when 379 were counted at the station.
About 1,000 Broadwings were seen at the Peters Mt. station in the late afternoon of
the same day by Ernest Moore (fide NG). A Rough-legged Hawk at Bear Rocks on
September 24 (HOH) seemed a little early. Two Golden Eagles were seen at Pipestem State Park, Summers County. W. Va. in late September (OJ). Several persons
saw an adult and an immature in the park in July. A Bald Eagle was observed on
Allegheny Front Mt. near A.F.M.O. September 21 (Findlay fide HOH). One adult
and an immature of this species were seen at the Peters Mt. station September 24
(NG). Nine Marsh Hawks were tallied at Bear Rocks from September 22-24 (HOH).
Two were seen by Gluck in Monroe County September 17 and one was recorded in
Greenbrier County. W. Va. September 17 (COH). A Peregrine FaIson was seen at
Peters Mt. September 24 and the surprising number of 3 was seen at Bear Rocks

September 25. A Pigeon Hawk was seen there the same date (HOH).
Gallinaceous. Shorebirds-An abundance of Ruffed Grouse. Bobwhites and
Turkeys were reported by hunters in the eastern panhandle of West Virginia (CM).
Ruffed Grouse continue to be plentiful in Columbiana County, O. where 13 were
counted during one afternoon in October (ERC&NL). A Virginia Rail was under
observation for half hour in 30 deg. temperature near East Liverpool, O. November
25 (ERC). Many reporters mentioned good numbers of Am. Coots. A flock of 400
was on Lake La Due near Cleveland, O. November 11 (MS). Two Semi-palmated
Plovers and a Golden Plover were observed September 25 at Ashtabula, O. (MS).
He also found 3 Black-bellied Plovers and 5 Ruddy Tumstones at Mosquito Lake,
Trumbull County. O. September 18. Common Snipe were not Widely reported.
Miller stated that they arrived in normal numbers on their wintering grounds near
Martinsburg. W. Va. around October 2. A late Greater Yellowlegs was seen in
Canaan Valley. Tucker County. W. Va. October 2 (RKB). Eleven Sanderlings,
seldom seen on inland lakes. were at Mosquito Lake, O. September 18. Five
Forster's Terns were listed there the same date (MS). Betty Lovell found a Northern
Phalarope at a farm pond near Youngstown, O. September 28. It was seen by other
birders and two more were reported a few days later at Mosquito Lake, O.
Doves, Owls-Mourning Doves were abundant in most areas with many reporters
commenting on unusually large flocks. A late nesting occurred at East Liverpool, O.
when 2 young were fledged October 18. A Short-eared Owl, not often listed in
W. Va. was seen at Hartland, near Lewisburg November 15 (COH).
Nighthawks, Hummingbirds, Kingfishers-Several persons mentioned good flights
of Nighthawks the last week of August and first week of September. A flock numbering about 150 was seen at Charleston, W. Va. September 22 and another good flight
was noted there on the 27th (CK). One seen at Painsville, O. October 3 (.r-.'1S) was
the latest date. Several late dates were submitted for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds.
Oct. 12 at Wheeling, W. Va. (Mrs. Heffner fide GP) was the latest. Eight Belted Kingfishers were seen October 3 near East Liverpool, O. and ten on the 11 th indicating
a migration through the area. Normally one to three are seen (NL).
Woodpeckers-A good flight of Flickers was evident and more than usual were
still in the region at the end of the period. Hall commented that it was noteworthy
that no Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were captured at A.F.M.O. this fall. Acadian
Flycatchers lingered very late. One was banded at A.F.M.O. September 5 (GAH);
banded at Charleston September 21 and October 5 (CK) and one sang several times
in Thompson Park, East Liverpool. O. October 12 (NL). The latest date for Wood
Pewee was October 14 (CK) at Charleston. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was observed
at East Liverpool, O. September 7 (NL) for the first fall record in that area.
Swallows, Jays-Swallows remained later than usual. Bell's latest listing of Barn
Swallow at Clarksville, Pa. was September 4. 25 Barn Swallows were seen near
Lewisburg, W. Va. September 19 (COH) and 9 Cliff Swallows were seen there on
the 25th. The huge roost of Purple Martins at Charleston, W. Va. had dropped to
10% of the peak by September 8 but several hundred birds were still there until the
17th (CK). The usual heavy migration of Blue Jays along Allegheny Front Mt. failed to materialize this fall (GAH-RKB). Katholi failed to see any migration of jays
at Charleston. However large flocks moved into the East Liverpool, O. area the
second week of September and remained until the crop of beech-nuts and acorns
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was depleted. Hall reported an abundance of this species at Morgantown, W. Va.
Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrens-Black-capped Chickadees made a weak flight into the region but failed to build to any great numbers. A few Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported. First dates were September 22 at East Liverpool and the
23rd at Willoughby, O. The catch of Brown Creepers was low at A.F.M.O. (GAH).
Many persons reported increased numbers in their areas. House Wrens were abundant in some areas-Morgantown especially so (GAH). Several late dates were submitted including October 14 at Lewisburg (COH) and later yet at Clarksville, Pa.
November 11 (RKB). Winter Wrens figured in most reports. First date was October
4 at East Liverpool, O. Numbers of Carolina Wrens appear quite good as we approached the winter season. A Bewick's Wren was banded at Morgantown October
23 (GAH) and most unusual was the capture of a Long-billed Marsh Wren there on
October 5 in a net located on a dry hilltop (GAH).
Mimics, Thrushes-Mockingbirds continue to increase on the fringes of their
normal range. Catbird migration appeared good. Late dates for remaining birds
were November 20 at Washington, Pa. (SH) and November 27 at East Liverpool, O.
Large flocks of RobinS were present at East Liverpool and Charleston well into
November. They were unaccountably scarce in Morgantown where Hall banded
only three. The migration of Wood Thrush was poor at A.F.M.O. and Morgantown
and Katholi banded only eight at Charleston. The only reports of Hermit Thrush
came from banders. Six were banded at Morgantown between October 18 and
November 10 for a good year (GAH). The two banded at Charleston by Katholi
October 12 and 26 were first records for heNtation. The capture of Swainson's
Thrush was very low at A.F.M.O. However numbers were heard in flight there during the night of September 17 (NL). Good numbers were found at East Liverpool,
O. September 20 to 24. Their migration was considered excellent at Charleston
around October 1. Gluck reported some 25 to 30 thrushes were killed by automobiles in downtown Charleston. Katholi banded more than ever before at her
station in Charleston. The 13 Gray-cheeked Thrush banded at her station was an
unusually high number.
Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings-The kinglet flight was considered good in several
localities. A record number (56) of Golden-crowned Kinglets was banded at A.F.M.C
along with good numbers of Ruby-crowned Kinglets. Both species were considered
abundant at Charleston and East Liverpool. A Water Pipit, observed in Canaan Valley, Tucker County, W. Va. on October 2, was a little early (RKB). They were recorded in the Cleveland, O. area October 22 (MS). Cedar Waxwings were erratic in
their appearances. A.F.M.O. banders commented that they were nearly absent in
that vicinity compared to numerous large flocks which usually are seen there in the
fall. Good flocks were found at Charleston throughout October and November.
They were quite plentiful at Cedar Lakes, near Ripley, W. Va. October 17 (NL). A
large flock was seen near Waverly, O. November 28 (MT).
Vireos, Warblers-Vireos received little attention in fall reports. Four Philadelphia
VIreos were banded at A.F.M:O. compared to 12 in 1970. One of this species was
banded at Charleston October 4 (CK) for a first for that station.
During the past several years the fall migration of warblers has been measured
largely by statistics from A.F.M.O. However during this fall migration that station
was no yardstick. The excess of rain and long foggy periods dropped the number of

birds handled there to 977 compared to a SL'( year average of 2770. The peak for
warblers probably occurred around September 20 when good numbers of-birds
were reported in several areas. Many birds were heard in flight at East Liverpool
during the nights of September 21 and 21. Gluck reported large numbers of warblers at Charleston September 14 to 24. Unusually large numbers of warblers were
noted at East Liverpool September 26 during a climatic inversion in that area. 15
species of warblers were identified among the hundreds present in Thompson Park
and the East End of the city (NL). An Orange-crowned Warbler was banded at
Morgantown October 26 (GAH). Katholi reported very good numbers of Magnolia
Warblers at Charleston. The flight of Myrtle Warblers was exceptionally good over
the region beginning October 3. Hall banded 304 between October 8 and November
28 with a high of 110 on October 26. The migration was very heavy at Charleston,
W. Va., Chester, W. Va. and East Liverpool, O. While this was the only species of
warbler found at Cedar Lakes, W. Va. October 17-18 the numbers were fantastic
(NL). A Cerulean Warbler, captured at A.F.M.O. September 4 was a new species
for the station (GAH). A Chestnut-sided Warbler taken at that station October 9
was a late record (RKB). Palm Warblers were common in Canaan Valley October
2 (GAH) and from one to ten were seen almost daily at Hartland, near Lewisburg,
W. Va. from October 2 to 25th. (CO H). A Northern Waterthrush, not normally
found at A.F.M.O., was banded there September 9 and another, strictly out of
habitat, was caugllt on the dry hilltop at Hall's home in Morgantown on September
25 (GAH). Two Connecticut Warblers were banded at A.F.M.O. September 11 and
30 and one was banded at Morgantown on the 19th (GAH). A Mourning Warbler,
seldom seen in our region during the fall, was banded at Morgantown September 26
Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows-Great t10cks of blackbirds were reported in many
areas. The open weather in November encouraged them to remain in the region. Mil·
ler reported some 15,000 in the eastern panhandle of West Virginia and a flock of
about 40,000 blackbirds, mostly Grackles, was feeding in the Lewisburg area (COH)
At least two flocks of Rusty Blackbirds were seen at McClintic Wildlife Station,
Mason County, W. Va. October 30. They were recorded near Lewisburg November
5 and 14 (COH) and one was banded at Morgantown October 16 (AH). A few scattered reports of Evening Grosbeaks were submitted. The earliest was September 13
at Wheeling, W. Va. (Mrs. Heffner fide GP). Purple Finches were very abundant at
Cedar Lakes, W. Va. October 17-18 (NL). Small flocks of Pine .siskins were reported
in several places. Two White-winged Crossbills were seen at Cedar Lakes October 17.
They were found at Charleston November 9 and Kanawha State Forest south of
Charleston November 13 (fide NG). There were no records of Slate-c.olored Juncos
prior to October 4. Tree Sparrows were very scarce with some reporters commenting that they had not seen one. A Harris Sparrow was seen several times in the vicinity of Pine Lake near Youngstown, O. during late September (fide BL). Skaggs
found White-crowned Sparrows plentiful at Willoughby, O. during October with
first noted October 1. He banded two Gambel's Sparrows there this fall. One was
an immature banded November 6. Handley reported his first White-crown of the
season October 23 and considered them common in the Lewisburg, W. Va. area
November 14. White-throated Sparrows were seen at East Liverpool, O. September
22. One was netted at A.F.M.O. September 25 and they arrived at Willoughby, O.
September 26. The flight was excellent and good numbers were still in the region
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at the end of the period. Hall considered four Fox Sl?arrows banded at Morgantown
well above average. A Lincoln Sparrow was banded at A.F.M.O. September II.
Swamp Sparrows appeared more plentiful than usual. An immature was seen near
Lewisburg, W. Va. October 17 (COH). Two were banded at Morgantown October
27 (GAH) and nine were counted in a small area at McClintic Wildlife Station on
the 30th (NL). Song Sparrows were considered plentiful by most reporters.
Contributors: RKB, Ralph K. Bell; ERC, Everett R. Chandler; NG, Norris Gluck;
GAH, George A. Hall; COH, Charles O. Handley, Sf.; HOH, Howard O. Heimerdinger; SH, Sarah Hugus; OJ, Oliver Johnson; CK, Connie Katholi; BL, Betty Lovell;
CM, Clark Nliller; GP, Glen Phillips; MS, Merit Skaggs; MT, Marie Trowbridge; BY,
Betty Vossler-Mrs. Nevada Laitsch, MC 21, East Liverpool, Ohio 43920

Swainson's Hawk on South Bass Island, Ohio
In view of the fact that Trautman and Trautman (Annotated List of the Birds of
Ohio., Ohio J. Sci. 68: 257-332, 1968) give no records of the Swainson's Hawk
(Buteo sH'ainsoni) from OhiO, titis observation seems worth reporting. On 21
October 1970, I saw a Swainson's Hawk on South Bass Island, Ottawa County,
Ohio. I first saw the hawk as it flew at treetop level closely pursued by a compact
flock of about 50 Starlings. As the hawk passed directly overhead I noticed the
light belly and brown band on the breast. Although the band was not as dark as
that of typical adult birds, it was nevertheless conspicuous. I know of no sight records of this species in Ohio although they may exist. I would be interested in receiving any reports of sight"ings and especially specimen records of this hawk in
Ohio. Clive A. PetroVic, F. T. Stone Laboratory, The Ohio State University, Putin-Bay, Ohio 43456.
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