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FALL HAWK MIGRATION ALONG PETERS MOUNTAIN IN 
i\lONROE COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

George Hurley 
In the late 1940's Russell DeGarmo (1953) called the Club's attention to the fall 

micrration of hawks aloncr the ridges of eastern W. Va. and western Va. This sparked 
int:rest in observing the "'phenom~non and resulted in annual pilgrimages to favored 
spots along the Allegheny Front. In the southern areas George Flouer directed at
tention to Peters Mountain in Monroe County. As a result many members and 
friends in the Charleston area have been going there annually to observe. 

While we have been collecting data siI;ce about 1952 on Peters Mountain very 
little has appeared in print. This~ paper is a means for recording the data and also 
serves to make several tentative conclusions from it about hawk migration in West 
Virginia. 

Peters Mountain Description 
Peters Mountain (see map) is a high continuous ridge extending in a NE to SW 

direction for about 60 miles between Covington, Virginia and Peterstown, West 
Virginia (or Narrows. Va.). South of Narrows the ridge continues as East River 
mountain. The most popular spot for watching hawks is at Hanging Rocks fire 
tower about 3 miles NW of Waiteville, W. Va. Elevation at the tower is 3812 feet. 
There is an abrupt drop of 1300 feet on the NW side to the valley floor and a more 
gradual drop on the southeastern side toward Waiteville where the elevation is 2200 
feet. The north valley is mainly farmland while the major part of the sou th valley is 
forested. 

Migration Data 
In Table 1 the yearly distribution of hawks at Hanging Rocks by species is shown. 

Table I 
Yearly Distribution by Species at Hanging Rocks 

Sharp Red- Red- Broad-
Shinned Cooper's tailed shouldered winged Marsh Osprey Sparrow Other Visits 

1952 2 3 1 1 1219 2 8 14 1 
1955 1 21 1 2 1 8 1 
1956 13 5 4 4 586 2 4 28 2 
1957 14 18 6 9 3636 3 30 2(3)1 (4) 2 
1958 10 6 3 2 270 9 6 11 2 
1959 1 3 5 5 527 2 2 
1960 4 3 7 1 745 1 1 4 4 3 
1961 15 10 24 4 325 9 2 11 55 1 (4) 2 
1962 17 15 4 3 3280 5 6 5 6 3 
1963 24 14 36 7 60 2 3 9 15 2(3) 6 
1964 20 1 20 2 495 3 11 10 11 8 
1965 30 19 12 8 239 5 2 14 12 6 
1966 5 14 6 25 1029 4 3 19 8 1 (5) 6 
1967 2 3 1 3 854 2 4 9 3 4 
1968 6 4 5 1 1488 4 5 4 7 4 
1969 5 4 10 4 440 4 14 5 2 7 

(3)Golden Eagle 
(4)Bald Eagle 
(5)Pigeon Hawk 
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Observation points and mountain ridges where counts were made. 

Our records represent, in general, only two or three trips per year most of which oc
curred on weekends. As expected the greatest percentage of migrants are broadwings 
since the bulk of our data was collected in September. Several eagles of both species 
have been recorded (1957, '61 and '63). 

Table 2, showing the daily totals, indicates that the bigger flights occurred during 
the September 16 to 25 period. September 21 to 23 were the best days. Very few 
broadwings were seen after the 25th. 

Weather 
It had been thought that a NW wind was prerequisite to a good flight. Such a 

wind would strike the ridge at a right angle and be deflected to create the best up
drafts for soaring hawks. The record does not corroborate this hypothesis. Table 3 
indicates wind direction and approximate velocity on days when more than 150 
hawks were counted. It can be seen that, while there were some reasonably good 
days with westerly winds or northerly winds, the biggest flights were observed with 
either a southeasterly wind or during relatively calm days. Wind velocities were esti
mated by the Beaufort method which relates velocities to relative movement of 
twigs, branches and trees. 
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Table 2 
Daily Hawk Totals at Hanging Rocks 

SEPTEMBER 
12131415 16 17 18 19 2021 22 23 24 25 2829 

1952 1250 
1955 35 
1956 184 461 
1957 1566 2133 
1958 6 313 
1959 446 96 
1960 5 116 651 
1961 237 224 
1962 34 2217 1122 
1963 8 49 29 3 40 
1964 1229 65 245 175 
1965 50 139 25 
1966 242 4 669 5 
1967 723 20 125 9 
1968 48278 (265 Charleston) 1475 26 
1969 21 41 111 88 170 54 3 0 0 

Table 3 
Effect of Weather on Migration 

Party Wind Total 
September Hours Sky Vel.,mph Dir. Hawks 
-22-1956 5.5 cloudy, clearing 15-20 WXN 184 
-23-1956 6. clear 20-30 WXN 461 
-21-1957 8.5 clearing 10 - 1566 
-22-1957 6.5 fair 5-10 W to S 2133 
-19-1959 5 clear 5-20 SE 446 
-21-1958 6.5 overcast, clearing 5-15 NNW 313 
-25-1960 8.5 clearing 10-15 SE 651 
-23-1961 7. clear 5-20 NW 237 
-24-1961 5.5 cloudy to rain 0-15 NW 224 
-22-1962 8.5 clear 5-15 SE 2217 
-23-1962 7. overcast 0-15 SE 1122 
-16-1964 4 clear 5-10 SE 245 
-17-1966 7 partly cloudy 15-25 SE 242 
-24-1966 7 clear to cloudy 20-25 NW 669 
-15-1968 10 clear 10-20 S 278 
-21-1968 7 clear 0 - 1475 

Migration Pattem 
A modest effort has been made to try to determine the path most used by hawks 

in passing through the area. Reference to a relief map shows that eastern West Vir
ginia is dissected into many more or less parallel ridges of varying degrees of continu
ity. 

For several years groups of observers counted on both Warm Springs mountain 
and Peters Mountain at the same time. Bald Knob (map) on Warm Springs Mt. is NE 
of Covington about 50 airmiles from Hanging Rocks. Hawks using this ridge must 
choose either Peters slightly to the west or Potts to the east when reaching the gap 
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Table 4 
Migration Pattern 

Warm Springs 50 Miles to Hanging Rock 
Wind Wind 

Date mph. Direction Count mph Direction Count 
9·18-65 0-10 ENE 377 139 
9-19-65 0-5 ENE 284 25 
9-17-66 0-5 SE 37 15-25 SE 242 
9·18-66 0 SE 0 12-15 SE 4 
9-16-67 10=15 NW 53 18 NW 723 
9-17-67 10 E 0 20 

Bear Rocks 75 to Paddy Knob 75 to 
Hanging Rock 

9-18-68 1200+ 
9-19-68 1500+ 
9-21-68 0-10 NE 478 Calm 1405 
9-22-68 5-15 NE 30 SSE 26 

at Covington. Table 4 shows the data. This tends to show that hawks passing Bald 
Knob do not necessarily continue to Peters. Also, many hawks apparently move 
along Allegheny mountain west of Warm Springs. In this area the mountain com
prises numerous parallel ridges so that the birds tend to become somewhat scattered, 
many crossing over to Peters while others continue along the diverse ridges of the 
Allegheny to the west. 

In 1969 an attempt was made to simultaneously observe the migration on various 
ridges in the area in order to ascertain the route chosen for a particular set of weather 
conditions. Unfortunately during the chosen week only Paddy Knob and Hanging 
Rocks stations were manned. In the early part of the week, Table 5, the numbers of 
migrants were low since it was somewhat early in the season. As the week passed the 
wind shifted to south bringing fog and rain which completely shut out both stations 
by Friday morning making for a poor week of observations. Two pieces of data along 
with that from Paddy Knob and Hanging Rocks give some perspective to the whole 

Table 5 
1969 Log-Allegheny Front 

Bear Rocks Paddy Knob Duncan Hanging Rock 
9-13 0-5 NW 9 sunny 0-5 var. 21 
9-14 5-10 S 40 10 var. 41 
9-15 5-10 W 93 10 W 111 
9-16 0-5 SW 253 161 cloudy 0-15 SW-S 88 
9-17 10-15 SW 187 cloudy 0-5 SW 170 
9-18 0-5 fog 1 cloudy 0-5 W 54 

rain 
9-19 700+ 15-20 fog 30 rain 20-30 SE 3 

rain 
9-20 rain 10 E 0 
9-21 (Charleston fair, sunny 3300) rain 10 E 0 
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week. On September 19 over 700 hawks were noted at Bear Rocks during a partial 
days count, while on the 21 st about 3300 hawks were counted high over Charleston. 
The rain and fog on the latter date extended west to within about 10 miles of the 
city. Thus it appears that, from Bear Rocks the hawks were moving west ward just 
enough to move around the unfavorable weather-a lateral distance of abou t 100 
miles. 

Conclusions 
While the data are meager based mainly on several days of observing per year at 

anyone point we can probably say that: 
1. Since there are so many parallel ridges through the area it would be fortuitous 

to have huge numbers of hawks passing any single point such as occurs regularly at 
Hawk Mountain near Hamburg, Penna. 

2. Peters mountain, being a very prominent ridge both in length and height is an 
important route for migration in West Virginia. 

3. It is likely that there is no "favored" ridge route through the area. It is more 
likely that the birds, once started, follow ridges best suited to their momentary 
needs. Wind and other weather factors play an important part in determining which 
ridge is used. In other words, while the hawks start from a given breeding grounds 
and end at a particular wintering grounds south of us the path in between varies. 

4. An hypothesis which states that something in the North "triggers" the start 
of the migration may be only partially correct. All of our big flights occurred over a 
span of 9 days. A cold front may be important, but our data are not extensive enough 
to prove this. Based on the data it does seem that, once started, they will continue to 
move, even though going miles out of their direct route to escape foul weather in 
order to continue on their way. 
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ARRIVAL DATES OF SPRING MIGRANTS AT BETHANY, 
WEST VIRGINIA 
R. Bruce Rodgers 

This is a record of the arrival dates of spring migrants common to the Bethany 
area of Brooke County, West Virginia. The dates for the springs of 1966, 1967, 1968, 
and 1969 are given, along with the average arrival date of the four years. Empty spaces 
do not necessarily mean that the bird was not seen, but that it was seen too late for 
the date to be pertinent. 

1966 
Killdeer ............. . 
Nighthawk ............ 5/22 
ChiI1111ey Swift ........ 4/20 
Hummingbird . . . . . . . . . . 
Woodcock ............ 3/30 
Phoebe .............. 4/26 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher .. 
Barn Swallow . . . . . . . . .. -
House Wren .......... 4/26 
Catbird .............. 5/2 
Woodthrush .......... 5/7 
Bluebird ........... . 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ..... 4/25 
Red-eyed Vireo ........ 5/22 
Warbling Vireo ........ 5/6 
Black and White Warbler .. 5/5 
Blue-winged Warbler .... 5/5 
Nashville Warbler ..... . 
Parula Warbler ........ 5/22 
Yellow Warbler ........ 4/25 
Magnolia Warbler ...... 5/7 
Myrtle Warbler ....... . 
Black-throated 
Green Warbler ........ 5/10 
Cerulean Warbler ........ 5/7 
Blackburnian Warbler .... 5/10 
Chestnut-sided Warbler .... 5/10 
Oven-bird ............ 5/7 
Yellow-throat .......... 5/7 
Louisiana Water-thrush .... 4/30 
Prairie Warbler ....... . 
Kentucky Warbler ...... 5/5 
Yellow-breasted Chat .... 5/6 
Canada Warbler ....... . 
Redstart ............ 5/1 0 
Red-winged Blackbird .... 3/4 
Baltimore Oriole ........ 5/6 
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1967 
3/18 

4/27 
5/16 
3/13 
4/5 
5/16 
4/25 
4/21 
5/13 
5/2 
3/13 
4/12 
5/13 
5/13 

5/3 
5/10 

4/27 

4/21 

5/10 
5/13 
5/13 

5/13 
5/13 
4/12 

5/3 
5/4 
5/24 

3/11 
5/8 

1968 

5/5 
4/26 

3/18 
3/30 

4/21 
4/22 
5/1 
4/29 

4/18 

5/6 

4/22 

5/2 

5/12 
5/2 
5/10 

5/10 
4/13 
5/2 

5/2 

3/9 
4/30 

1969 

4/24 

4/2 

4/20 
5/1 
5/1 

4/10 
5/12 
5/7 

5/1 

4/21 

4(29 

5(9 
5/7 
5/9 

5(4 
4/12 

5/2 

5(6 
3/8 
5(1 

average 
3/18 
5/13 
4/24 
5/16 
3/20 
4/8 
5/16 
4/23 
4/24 
5/4 
5/2 
3/13 
4/16 
5/15 
5/8 
5/5 
5/3 
5/10 
5/22 
4/23 
5/7 
4/27 

5/10 
5/7 
5/11 
5/10 
5/10 
5/7 
4/16 
5/2 
5/4 
5/3 
5/24 
5/8 
3/8 
5/3 
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Scarlet Tanager · ....... 5/5 5/16 5/7 5/7 5/9 
Indigo Bunting · ....... 5/6 5/4 5/2 5/4 5/4 
Savannah Sparrow ...... 5/6 5/14 5/2 5/4 5/6 
Vesper Sparrow · ....... 4/14 4/19 4/16 
Chipping Sparrow ...... 4/14 4/3 4/2 4/2 4/5 
Field Sparrow .......... 4/26 4/6 4/6 4/8 4/11 
White-crowned Sparrow .. 4/26 4/26 
White-throated Sparrow .. 4/26 4/6 4/30 4/16 4/19 

Fargo, North Dakota 

GREAT-HORNED OWL TAKES OVER 
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK NEST AT COONSKIN 

Norris Gluck 
This is, in part, a sequel to my report on the 1964 Red-shouldered Hawk nest at 

Coonskin Park, in the REDSTART, 32,106-7. On December 31,1964, I again found 
the hawk collecting hemlock branches from nearby trees and using them to refurnish 
the nest of the previous year. Before I reached the nesting area on January 14, 1965 
I could hear the hawks screaming excitedly and found them making passes at a 
Barred Owl in a hemlock near the nest. The owl seemed unconcerned until I ap
proached and then it flew away, pursued by the screaming hawks. By March 23, in
cubation had begun and a few days later I saw the parents change places on the nest 
for the first time. On April 15, there was a little fuzzy baby hawk in the nest. Later 
I could see three buff-colored youngsters. I watched the young birds grow up and 
finally, on May 25, the nest was empty-the young had left. 

The behavior of the adult hawks in 1965 was quite different than that of 1964. 
In 1964, I sat on the ground near the nest tree, many times, and watched the parents 
feed the young hawks and they seemed to have little or no fear of me. I, also, 
brought a number of friends to watch the feeding. The 1965 pair was wild and shy 
and would not bring food when I was near the nest. It is believed that hawks mate 
for life and that the~same pair or a continuation of the pair will use the same nest or 
nesting area for many years. I believe that one of the original pair had been replaced 
and that the new member was much wilder than the original one. I was never able to 
establish a mutual friendship. 

In December, 1965 and early 1966, the hawks were back and relocated the nest 
about three feet below the old nest, in the same beech tree. A number of times I 
found a pack of dogs running and barking near the nest and in the immediate nest
ing area. The hawks abandoned the new nest before incubation began. I thought the 
dogs may have caused the abandonment. The hawks did not return in 1967. How
ever, there were Red-shouldered Hawks in the park but I could not locate the nest. 

I continued to watch the nesting area and when I checked the hawk nest on Jan
uary 31. 1968, I saw two large birds fly from near the nest. I did not think that the 
flight was that of a hawk but I could not believe that a wild. fierce bird like a Great
ho~ned Owl would take over the hawk nest and attempt to ;aise a family, within 40-
50 yards of a nature trail which was used constantly by people. But on February 5, 
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when I hiked up to the nest tree and looked up at the older (original) nest, I met 
face-to-face with a magnificent, beautiful Great-horned Owl with its "ears" erect. I 
was very excited and left the area immediately. This was the first one I had ever 
seen at Coonskin. although, I had seen Barred Owls in the area several times. A snow 
had covered the area for the preceding 5 or 6 weeks, keeping people off the trail, so 
the owl had used the lull to take over the nest. 

I observed the owl almost every day from the nature trail. It resembled a big tab
by cat, with its tufts extended, as it sat or stood in the nest facing and watching the 
nature trail. Starting February 19, the owl, in most instances, would leave the nest 
immediately, upon seeing me or anyone approaching on the nature trail. This dis
turbed me as the weather was very cold (6 to 19 degrees) and the owl was so big and 
clumsy, I was afraid it would break the eggs or would stay away too long and the 
eggs would freeze. But it seemed to know more about incubating owl eggs than I 
and would usually return to the nest in about 10 minutes and somehow successfully 
made it into and out of the nest without breaking them. 

It always followed the same pattern in leaving and returning to the nest. It would 
raise itself in the nest, step out slowly, swoop down toward the ground and always 
flyaway in the same direction. Upon returning it would fly to a limb, extending 
from the nest, and walk into the nest, settle down slowly on the eggs and then look 
down to see if I were still on the na ture trail. 

On March 11, I could see the owl examining something under its body which she 
would nudge gently with her bill. On March 14, I could see a little white ball-like ob
ject in the nest-it was a baby owl about four days old. It had been 41 days since I 
first saw the owl at the nest. It was March 25 before I could see the second owlet 
which had hatched a few days before. The parents continued to stay on the nest 
until April 1. I estimated that the oldest baby was about 22 days old at that time. I 
did all my observing during the daytime so do not know what took place at night. 

April 18 was the last day I saw both owlets in the nest. I estimated the older one 
was now 39 days old. I did not get back to the nest until April 24 and the older 
owlet had left the nest. I could not find it anywhere in the area. On May :2 the 
younger owlet was still in the nest: on May 3 it was out on a limb of the nest tree. 
It left the nest tree on May 4, 5 or 6 and was between 7 and 8 weeks old. The nest 
had been occupied approximately three months. 

I have read that the eggs incubate in about 30-35 days, the young remain in the 
nest 5 to 6 weeks and are not capable of sustained flights until about 8 or 9 weeks so 
they must be cared for by the parents for several weeks after they leave the nest. 

I had always thought that the Great-horned Owl was a bird of the deep woods 
and was puzzled why it would nest at such an unlikely place. I knew that the area 
had abundant food for predators but the location had many disadvantages, especial
ly since it left the nest every time a hiker passed on the nature trail. But I thought 
the owls may have been intluenced by what took place in 1965. Prior to 1965 I had 
found evidence of a number of foxes in the park. in fact. I had observed a familv of 
Red Faxes. including five YOLlng, not more [han 50-60 feet from the nature trail. 
There were very few rabbits in the park. In the summer of 1965 Kanawha County 
had a rabies scare so the State Trappers moved into Coonskin and killed between 
20-25 faxes including my family of Red Foxes. I do not like this method of trying 
to control rabies by destroying the wild animals. It has been proven to be ineffective 
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and should not be permitted. But in the following year I began to notice an increase 
in the rabbit population and had found where the owls had been killing them. So 
perhaps the Great-horned Owls had replaced the foxes as predators in Cookskin. 

On February 5,1969 I found the Great-horned Owls back again on the nest. But 
this time they were occupying the second nest in the same beech tree, which the 
hawks had built in 1966. They had completely worn away the first nest during the 
1968 nesting period. On March 3, for the first time, I could see an owlet in the nest, 
probably 9 or 10 days old. I estimated that incubation began about January 19 or 
20. The behavior of the pair of adults was about the same as previous year, perhaps 
they were more shy-I could hardly get in sight of the nest without the owls flying 
away. This time there was only one young bird. It grew rapidly and left the nest 
about March 30 at the age of about 5 weeks. Again I could not locate it after it left 
the nest. 

Several times during the nesting season I found the owls surrounded and being 
attacked by crows, but never while they were on the nest. Since the owl left the 
nest each time a hiker passed by on the nature trail, it continually exposed itself to 
the crows and thus was attacked more often than normal. I never saw it try to de
fend itself, except by trying to flyaway from the attackers. However, when the 
young birds were in the nest and the crows would fly in close, the owl would re
main near the nest. One day I found, in addition to about 25 crows flying around 
the owl, two Red-shouldered Hawks (perhaps the original owners of the nest). The 
hawks were screaming along with the crows and the din could be heard for a mile. 
This was the first time I had ever seen crows and hawks cooperating as allies. Hawks 
must dislike owls more than crows. 

Owls usually have roosting trees near the nest. Both years the Great-horned Owls 
used the same pine tree as a roosting tree which was located in the back area but in 
sight of the nest. It was probably occupied by one parent while the other was on the 
nest and when the disturbed bird left the nest it always flew in the direction of the 
roosting tree. However, I was able to see both birds at the same time only three or 
four times in two years. The ground under the roosting tree, was covered with many 
small mammal bones. I collected a number of pellets and bones under the roosting 
tree. During the two years, I never heard a sound from either owl and when I played 
back the call of the Great-horned Owl on my tape recorder, they ignored me. 

Both hawk nests, occupied by the owls during 1968 and 1969 are now complete
ly worn out-not a stick remains. Last spring, Karl Maslowski, in his column "Natu
ralist Afield" which appears each Sunday in a Cincinnati newspaper, related an in
teresting experiment made by Jack Holt, a ranger for the Hamilton County (Ohio) 
Park system. Mr. Holt, who had banded about 3000 hawks and owls, including over 
325 Great-horned Owls, is an authority on tllis species and had concluded that if a 
long-time nest site is destroyed or falls down, and no other suitable site is available, 
the owl simply will not re-nest-they never will build their own nest. However the 
pair will remain in the territory. He knew of several productive pairs that had, lost 
their nest sites and had not product:d young for two years. So he decided to select a 
new site near the old nest and build an artificial nest. He cut a gunny sack ful! of 
sticks and filled another sack with hay and climbed to a new site which he had se
lected, and built a nest. He had finished eight nests by January 1. Would you believe 
that five of the first eight nests he had constructed were occupied by nesting Great-
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horned Owls that same season. He constructed ten nests and believed if he had been 
able to have completed all of the nests earlier, that more of them might have been 
used. 

I discussed this matter with Mr. Pete Samsel!, former Director of the Department 
of Natural Resources, hoping I could get my Coonskin nest rebuilt, and he was very 
interested and intrigued with the idea. Our problem was we did not have anyone 
available who could climb 55 feet to the site in the big beech tree. Perhaps tllis 
method will be used sometime in West Virginia to aid the Great·horned Owls. I am 
afraid, however, for lack of nest site, my owl will not nest in Coonskin this year 
(1970). 

1424 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, W. Va. 

The 
Gathering Cage 

~~39' 
Constance KatilOii, Editor 

930 \Y'ooJiand Ave., 

Sout\' \..~\'arl.:ston, W \a. 

COLUMBUS, OHIO-Our banding program has occasionally come in contact with 
the efforts of the Wildlife Service to reduce damage to field corn through control of 
the redwing population of a given area. In March they sprayed a roost about 5 miles 
from our trap with a wetting agent and hundreds of the incumbents died of chill. 
Most of the bands recovered were ours. Of these 67c;'c were grackles,-and only 1110 
were redwings, which are the tender-ear-of-corn-eating culprits. In March we handled 
roughly the same numbers of both species. This all suggests that grackles remain in 
the vicinity. i.e. their population is quite stable: whereas redwings move about and 
their population is unstable. The practical implication is that killing the redwings in 
an area will only partially solve the corn problem because redwings will move in 
from neighboring areas to replace the casualties. If grackles were the culprits it 
would be a different story. See article by Burtt and Giltz in EBBA News 33.130-34 
(1970). 

A month later a similar spraying near lvlansfield. 70 miles from here. turned up 
30 of our bands. These included 5 grackles. 3 redwings, I cowbird banded in 1968, 
and a blue jay banded in 1965. There were 5 cowbirds and I redwing that had been 
banded here in ivlarch of this year. Evidently the spraying interrupted their migra
tion. We may take some satisfaction in the fact that the 9 birds from 1968 had a 
couple of happy years and the blue jay enjoyed a full life. 

During the recent campus disturbances Ohio National Guard personnel were in 
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the trap area occasionally. They received lectures on ornithology, and on 2 occasions 
helped drive the birds across the trap and down the alley into the gathering cage. 
The birds seemed to recognize authority and the drives were unusually successful! 

Harold E. Burtt 

SUMMIT LAKE, WISCONSIN-I am wnting this sitting out in the middle of a 
great big bog trying to find a Lincoln's Sparrow's nest, and I plan to spend all after
noon if I have too. I do not think that one has ever been found in this state before. 
I am having my own Foray this summer; I have two Population Studies going, and 
I did three Road Transects. This bog which I'm censusing is fantastic; there are 
Lincoln's Sparrows, Myrtle and Nashville Warblers, Hermit Thrushes, Boreal and 
Black-capped Chickadees, Blue and Gray Jays, and White-throated Sparrows. * 

As for banding, well, I'm getting Purple Finches, Purple Finches, White-throats, 
a few warblers, and Purple Finches. I don't know where all the finches are coming 
from; surely they don't all nest in the neighborhood. They gobble up all the seed 
which I put out for them,-then sit and complain for more. I can sex them all at this 
time and I am collecting some interesting statistics, but so far there appears to be no 
magic formula for sexing them by plumage or measurements. There are differences 
but it appears that ASY females and SY males are about the same. I do think the SY 
females can be separated by measurements, but I will need to collect more informa
tion before I can really be sure. I don't do much banding during the breeding season 
because I don't like to disturb the birds at this critical time, but I must catch the 
finches now as it is the only time that they can be sexed. 

The Breeding Bird Surveys had a surprise for me this year: Le Conte's Sparrows! 
Two of them, -and it was a "life" bird for me. There were also some Henslow's and 
Grasshopper Sparrows which are rare this far north. I wish you could hear the 
Lincoln's Sparrow sing, -what a pretty song! But I know now why nobody's found 
a nest for this species in tlus state, as it is a most elusive bird! - Carol Rudy 

*There is a Redwing in the swamp which imitates the call of the Whiskey Jack, 
and the Wluskey makes a noise like you never imagined! 

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W. Va.-A recent letter from Mr. Owen Seelye, the U. S. 
Game Management Agent in this district, contained some interesting information re
garding the Accelerated Program for banding Mourning doves currently being under
taken. It stated that during the fifteen year period, 1949-1963, a total of 917 doves 
were banded in the state with only eight recoveries; that during the four year period, 
1965-1968, 179 doves were banded with no recoveries; and that in 1969 (the first 
year of the three-year Accelerated Research Program) cooperators banded 223 doves 
from wluch two recoveries have already been received. It happens that both of these 
recoveries are of special interest to BBC'ers. One was for a bird banded by Charley 
Handley in August 1969 at Lewisburg; it was reported from Monroe, N. C. in Jan
uary 1970. The second was for a bird banded by Clark Miller last August at Inwood; 
it was reported from Lynchburg, S. C. in December 1969. A look at an atlas reveals 
that the two recovery locations are only seventy-five miles apart along a southeast 
line. This may be indicative Qf a migrational route, or wintering ground, for doves 
breeding in West Virginia,-although Inwood in the Eastern Panhandle and Lewis
burg in Greenbrier County are not close neighbors! Continuing tlus line of thought. 
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a dove banded by me in South Charleston in the spring of 1965 was recovered even 
further south during an extensive live-trapping operation at St. Marks Refuge, Fla. 
in the fall of 1967. The two birds recently recovered were both shot during the hunt
ing season in the Carolinas. 

As game birds, doves offer greater possibilities of providing information through 
recoveries than do passerine species. Many more of the latter must be banded to 
yield equivalent data. Out of approximately 100 doves banded over a six year period 
I have had three foreign recoveries: one, the bird mentioned above at St. Marks, and 
two others, both of wluch struck picture windows, or other "immovable objects" in 
the vicinity of South Charleston, one literally across the "hollow" from me, and the 
other in Elh.-view. Four doves have returned to tlus station after absences varying 
from one to three years. On April 27 this spring I had the interesting experience of 
banding the first bird-of-the-year, an "HY" for 1970. How was that for nesting suc
cess in the light of the cold wet weather wluch prevailed in West Virginia in March? 
Doves are interesting to handle and repay one's efforts with positive results. Banders 
not now enlisted in tlus program have only to contact Mr. Seelye at the Federal 
Building and Courthouse, Quarrier Street, Charleston,.25301. (or your own local 
agent). Special bands and instructions will be funushed; and traps and bait if desir
ed. It is a summer program covering hatclung year birds only; all other doves are to 
be banded with the cooperators own issue. Monthly reports must be flied with Mr. 
Seelye's office, wluch in turn flies the master form, on wluch credit is given to each 
individual cooperator. Here is one way,-small, perhaps, but certainly easy,-to justify 
your continuance as a permitee to the Banding Office. IF you have any doves avail-
able to band, that is! -Connie Katholi 
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WINTER SEASON 

December 1, 1969 through February 28, 1970 

The Winter Season was cold with below normal temperatures prevailing through
ou t most of the period. Snow fell December 20 on most of the region. Although no 
great depths occurred, the frequent storms kept the ground covered in many locali
ties beyond March I. 
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This winter may well be remembered as the year of the invasion of "little finches". 
Previous records of Common Redpolls have been few and far between in our region 
and sightings of crossbills caused excitement. However this winter Redpolls were to 
be found in small flocks and great flocks in West Virginia, northeastern Ohio and 
western Pennsylvania; both species of crossbills were not uncommon; Pine Siskins 
were especially plentiful in southern portion of the region and Purple Finches came 
to feeders in good numbers. American Goldfinch was abundant as a wintering species. 

Most Christmas counts showed record numbers of species. However, some counts 
showed lower than usual populations of a few species. A late February survey for 
comparison would greatly improve our knowledge of our wintering and surviving 
popUlations. 

Loons, grebes and herons-Pied-billed Grebes were more numerous than usual in 
the eastern panhandle of West Virginia on the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers (CM). 
They were scarce on the Kanawha river (NG). Other reporters failed to comment. A 
goodnumber of Great Blue Herons were found in the eastern panhandle of West Vir
ginia early in the winter; 8 listed on the Hancock County, W. Va. Christmas Count 
(OJ); one on the Clarksville, Pa. Christmas Count (RKB), and one seen near lewis
burg, W. Va. on December 2 (COH). One wonders what happened to these birds 
when the waters were frozen for the long period. 

Waterfowl-Several persons commented on the scarcity of waterfowl. Lakes and 
waterways froze early in the season and remained ice locked during most of the 
period. A trip to the McClintic Wildlife Station in Mason County, W. Va. failed to 
produce a single duck or goose (NG). Trowbridge reports that ducks were very hard 
to find in January and February in the Scioto river bottomlands in southern Ohio. 
A few Goldeneyes wintered at Seneca Lake, near Barnesville, Ohio and on Cheat 
Lake, Morgantown, W. Va. Worthy of mention is the sighting of 2 White-winged 
Seoters at New Cumberland, W. Va. December 27-28 (OJ). 

Vultures and Hawks-From one to ten Turkey Vultures were seen daily near 
Lewisburg, W. Va. during the period. Black Vultures were also noted at this loca
tion with 7 sighted on December 6 (COH). A Sharp-shinned Hawk wintered in the 
vicinity of Hartland Farm near Lewisburg, W. Va. and one was seen several tillles in 
Coonskin Park, Charleston, W. Va. Red-tailed Hawks appeared to be the most 
common buteo during the winter. A Broad-winged Hawk was seen in Thompson 
Park, East Liverpool, Ohio February 1 and observed a week later at same location 
(NL). A Rough-legged Hawk was seen near Lisbon, Ohio January 11 (ERC) and one 
was listed in the Scioto River bottoms January 25 (MT). An immature Marsh Hawk 
was seen near Lewisburg, W. Va. December 31 (COH) and an adult Marsh Hawk was 
reported at Scioto bottoms near Portsmouth, Ohio January 1 (MT). Sparrow Hawks 
appeared quite common in most of the region. The popUlation was especially high 
in the Ohio Valley. 

Gallinaceous and Shorebirds-Two coveys of Bobwhites totaling 22 birds were on 
Hartland Farm, near Lewisburg, W. Va. and several other coveys were reported in the 
vicinity (COH). Two small coveys survived the winter at Coonskin Park, Charleston, 
W. Va. (NG). Killdeer appeared scarce. A fair number of Common Snipe wintered in 
the Lewisburg, W. Va. area (COH). 

Doves and Owls-Mourning Doves appear to have increased in numbers. They came 
to feeders more readily because of snow cover and huge flocks were reported in some 
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of the agricultural areas. Two Bam Owls were found near Kingston, Ohio February 1 
(MT) and one was heard at Clarksville. Pa. February 26 (RKB). Six Short-eared Owls 
were seen on the County line road ne~r Kingston, Ohio February 1 (MT):'A Snowy 
Owl was seen in Enon Valley along Rt. 108 January 3 and January 11 another was 
seen near Lisbon, Ohio (ERC). 

Larks, Jays and Crows-Homed Larks remained in the region. Flocks were seen 
near East Liverpool Ohio, and Barnesville, Hancock and Mason counties in West Vir
ginia. The numbers of Blue Jays were down considerably in the Charleston and Ona, 
W. Va. area. However they continue to increase and extend their range in tht:: vicilliiy 
of East Liverpool, Ohio and are now found in Hancock County, W. Va. Unusual was 
the record of a Common Raven just north of Ripley, W. Va. February 23 (GHB). 

Chickadees through Wrens-Black-capped Chickadees remained at Barnesville, 
Ohio in good numbers throughout the winter (C&E). They were listed regularly 
around East Liverpool, Ohio and were quite common in the Charleston, W. Va. area 
(CK). However the large numbers present at Morgantown, W. Va. in the fall moved 
out with only one or two remaining (GAH). Red-breasted Nuthatches were mention
ed by all Charleston, W. Va. reporters and the number on their Christmas count show
ed 26 birds compared to 12 last year. Singles were reported from several areas. Brown 
Creepers also showed an increase in the Charleston area and wtre found to be fairly 
common as a wintering specie in the East Liverpool, Ohio area. Two Bewick's Wrens 
came to the feeder at the Bush home in Philippi, W. Va. from December 20 to Janu
ary 4 (EB). Carolina Wrens appeared quite plentiful-

ivlimics and Thrushes-Mockingbirds are increasing throughout the region as a 
wintering bird. Seven Brown Thrashers were listed on the Charleston, W. Va. Christ
mas count. A Hermit Thrush was found at Weirton. W. Va. December 28 (OJ). 

Kinglets, Pipits and Waxwings-Small flocks of Golden-crowned Kinglets were 
encountered on most every field trip in Columbiana County, Ohio and Hancock 
County, W. Va. (NL&ERC). Eight were on the Hancock County Christmas count 
(OJ). The three Water Pipits listed on the Charleston, W. Va. Christmas count was 
most unusual (GFH). Cedar Waxwings were uncommon during the period. A flock 
was seen at McClintic Wildlife Station, Mason County, W. Va. February 18 (NG) and 
at Barnesville, Ohio January 8 (C&E) for the only mention. 

Warblers-Charleston, W. Va. people commented on the near absence of Myrtle 
Warblers. This species usually winters in good numbers in the southern part of the 
region. Pine Warblers were not seen there until Marcil. 

Blackbirds-More reports of wintering Eastern Meadowlarks were submitted than 
usual. This also applies to Common Grackles. Brown-headed Cowbirds were ~reat1y 
increased at Charleston, W. Va. and were considered"plentiful at Barnesville, Ohio in 
January and February (C&E). 

Grosbeaks and Finches-Cardinals aplJear to be at a high population level. Many 
reporters felt obliged to comment on their abundance. Evening Grosbeaks were in 
the region in limited numbers. While records came from all localities, no buildup was 
in evidence. Small flocks appeared to be wandering about. Banders reported few re
peats at their stations. Purple finches wintered in southern West Virginia in good 
numbers. Occasionals were recorded in the rest of the region and 15 were found in 
Hancock County. W. Va. December 27 (OJ). Tllis was indeed the year for Common 
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Redpolls. They appeared in small and large tlocks and usually remamed m an area 
until the food supply was exhausted. Many observers added the Redpoll to their 
life list as they could be found most anywhere with little effort. They figured in all 
reports so it appears that they were well distributed over the entire region. Pine 
Siskins also remained in the region ingood numbers. However they were much more 
plentiful in the southern part of the region. One Charleston, w. Va. reporter comment
ed that it "rained siskins at her feeder". American Goldfinches joined their northern 
relations to winter within the region in great numbers. Red Crossbills appeared spo
radically in small tlocks over most of the region. Several reports came from Kanawha 
and Putnam counties, W. Va. and western Pennsylvania and northeastern Ohio. White
winged Crossbills appeared a little more common in southern West Virginia than the 
above species (GFH). A small tlock was seen occasionally throughout the period near 
East Liverpool, Ohio. 

Sparrows-Charleston, W. Va. Christmas counts showed only half as many winter
ing Rufous-sided Towhees as in 1968 (GFH). However more than usual wintered in 
the Barnesville, Ohio area (C&E). Nine was a high count for Hancock County, W. Va. 
December 27 (OJ). One remained throughout the winter at Hall's feeder at Morgan
town. Slate-colored Juncos were unusually common in the Morgantown, W. Va. area 
where Hall banded about three times the usual number. Their populations were con
sidered normal otherwise except at Charleston, W. Va. where they were down from 
1968 (GFH). Numbers of Tree Sparrows were considered better than usual by most 
reporters. The Field Sparrow winter population was up at Charleston, W. Va. in 
December (GFH) and they were listed on the Hancock County Christmas count. 
Large numbers of White-crowned Sparrows wintered in the Barnesville, Ohio area 
(C&E). They were considered scarce by other reporters. More than usual reports of 
individual White-throated Sparrows were received. The 10 found in Hancock County, 
W. Va. on December 27 was a high number. Charleston people considered numbers 
low there. Fox Sparrows patronized feeders in Philippi, W. Va. (EB) and at Ona, W. Va. 
(MK). Snow Buntings were reported near Charleston, W. Va. fide (CK) and in north
eastern Ohio (ERC). 

Contributors: Ralph K. Bell, (RKB); George H. Breiding, (GHB); Eleanor Bush, 
(EB); Everett R. Chandler, (ERC): Mary Chapman and Mabel Edgerton, (C&E); Norris 
Gluck, (NG); George A. Hall, (GAH): Charles O. Handley, (COH); George F. Hurley, 
(GFH); Oliver Johnson, (OJ); Constance Katholi, (CK); Maxine Kiff, (MK); Merit B. 
Skaggs, (MS); Clark Miller, (CM); Marie Trowbridge, (MT). Mrs. Nevada Laitsch, MC 
21, East Liverpool, Ohio. 
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