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BREEDING OF THE PROTHONOTARY WARBLER IN WOOD COUNTY 
by 

Louise and Alston Shields 

During one of the first organized walks of the Charleston Chapter of the 
Brooks Bird Club in the spring of 1944, we were tipped off to the possi
bility of finding the prothonotary warbler, Protonotaria citrea, by Mr. 
John Handlan. (Many thanks Johnt) Prior to this discussion, we had not 
thought seriously of this bird as anything but an accidental rarity. Mr. 
Handlan was at the time president of the local club,and we knew that the 
warblers were his special pets, so we took heed. 

Louise is also partial to this group of birds, and the idea of finding 
one so beautiful, and so rare, greatly appealed to her. However, our 
thoughts were that Putnam or Mason county along the lower great Kanawha 
River would be the probable locale for a successful hunt. This opinion 
was shared by most club members - see remarks of Mr. Handlan in The Red
start, Vol. X, -No. 10, July, 19430 Since we seldom were able to visit 
this territory, we merely filed away the idea in the back of our minds. 

Then as luck would have it, we chanced across an old article by Profes
sor Maurice Brooks (Wilson Bul. Vole 52, No.4, Dec. 1940) which gave 
Washington county, Ohio, as a known breeding place for the prothonotary 
1IJarbler. Our interest immediately picked up at this, for Vlashington 
county is just across the Ohio River from Wood county, West Virginia, 
where we spend our vacation every year. Here \vas a great chance. (Many 
th&�s Prof. Brooksl) For the next two years, finding this species was 
our primary objective. 

In the swnmer of 1946, we set out to look over historic Blenner h asset,t 
Island in the Ohio River, two miles below Parkersburge The trip was made 
by canoe and three things went wrong� (1) we didn't find the bird, (2) 
we didn't find suitable marshes,and (3) when a high wind came up we were 
lucky to get back. We fared no better in other places, and so the first 
swnmer was lost. 
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The following year, 1947, a spot north of Parkersburg by some 10 mil€s 
was chosen for search and on our first visit, May 4, we were able to prove 
that the prothonotary warbler actually is a part of West Virginia bird 
life. Eight days later, May l2, we discovered the nest of this pair, and 
thus established the first West Virginia breeding record for the prothono
tary warbler. 

The location is just what a textbook description would indicate. A swampy 
woods at an elevation of 610 feet, in a section inundated by spring floods, 
with the nest in a stump standing in the water. It is located along UoS. 
route 21 in northern Wood county one mile north of the town of Boaz. At 
this point the road parallels the Ohio River at a distance of some 400 
yards. The swamp lies between the two and equidistant from them� It is one 
part of a section of standing water, maintained solely by rainfall, which 
extends for three-fourths of a mile and never exceeds 30 yards in width. 
The water is divided rather equally in this manner; the south end is a 
narrow cattail marsh, and the middle and widest section is an open pond 
bordered by some medium-sized willow, and the north end is the swamp, full 
of water-killed ,iLllow sprouts and bordered by rather large trees, notably 
sycamore and elmo This is the section in which the prothonotary warblers 
nested and they Vlere not seen Otlt bf it at any time. The water in the 
swamp never �xceeds two feet in depth and averages about one foot. Com
pletely sustained by rainfall, this entire area went dry in 1946, and all 
fish died. The surrounding land is plowed fields and pastures& 

The shalloVJ nest vias placed three feet down in a six-foot stump which in
clined to the east. The eastern side was decayed and broken out, from the 
top, half way down. The other side of the sttlmp, the shoreline side, was 
intact thus giving protection from prying eyes as well as storms. On May 
12, when we first looked in, the water covered the base tlp to eight inches, 
and the shore was five or six feet away. After some rain we fotlnd the water 
to be 10 inches deep and dry land 10 feet away. There were six eggs on May 
12 and this number never changed. However, only fotlr were warbler eggs, 
the other two being those of the cowbird, Molothrtls ater. This nest was 
under stlrveillance until late evening of May 20, at which time our vacation 
ended and Vie Viere forced to leave without having seen an egg hatch. On 
May 20 we eliminated the two cowbird eggs and the female warbler contintled 
inCUbation without too ffitlch concern over this fact. The eggs were very 
pretty, having a buffy backgrotlnd heavily spotted vnth lavender-brown. 

AllOwing a 10-day inctlbation period for cowbird eggs we mtlst have seen 
this clutch almost at the instant all eggs were deposited, as we watehed 
them over a nine-day interval. The young warblers should have hatched about 
May 22 or 23. Anyone iiLth a· few years of field experience cotlld identify 
this species. It is jtlst as described in the bookse 

The female appeared to do all the inctlbating. She left the nest once every 
30 to 60 minutes and then only for five to ten minutes at a time. She was 
extremely difficult to flush, and when she did leave she flew out 15 to 20 
feet, jumping around in a "hunch-back" position vnth wings and tail extended. 
The large amount of white in the tail feathers reminded one of a hooded war
bler, Wilsonia citrina, but was not so obvious in her mate. Unconcerned 
over the close presence of catbirds, Dumetella carolinensis, and yellow
billed cuckoos, Coccyzus americanus, she balked only once at entering the 
nest when a crested flycatcher, Myiarchus crinitus, was a few feet away. 
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The male remained about the nesting site only while the nest was under 
construction. Afterwards he stayed farther up the swamp - as far as 400 
yards away_ He visited the nest vicinity about every 15 to 20 minutes. 
On these visits he came quickly and silently on a direct line-from far up 
the swamp. Seldom did he actually light on the nesting stump, generally 
approaching no closer than 20 to 25 feet. Then after three or four minutes 
he would fly straight up the swamp, low over the water, until out of sight 
(at least 100 yards). We heard the song on only one of our several visits. 
The song perch was one of the middle branches of a 30-foot tree overhanging 
the water. This was the highest spot either of them visited, for they 
usually remained within six feet of the ground. The song was as described, 
"Sweet - Sweet - Sweet, etc.1t This note was repeated about 11 times, but 
the first three or four were rather low and, to the passerby, only the last 
six or seven would register. The tone was sweet and reedy, a little like 
that of a pine warbler, Dendroica pinus. The speed of the �ong was moder
ate, not so fast or sharp as that of the Tennessee warbler, Helminthophila 
peregrina, singing nearby,and much slower than the song of a yellow war
bler, Dendroica aestiva. On one occasion he sang for five minutes, then 
left without visiting the nest, returning to the exact spot in 10 minutes 
and singing again. 

There are not many swamps of this type in West Virginia, and how large a 
population of this species could succeed here is hard to guess. Between 
Wheeling and Parkersburg, an 80-mile stretch of river, Vfe know of no other 
such spot at presento Along the lower Kanawha River are some good spots 
as previously mentioned. About one mile north of "our" swamp near the 
village of Williamstown a stream known as Big Run meanders across the 
flood plain. Its banks are lined with very large trees, which are often 
surrounded by vvater and a pseudo-swampy habitat results. We think it pos
sible that one or more pairs might utilize this area although it has not 
yet been -worked. 

It is a little surprising that Wood county should be the site of this find, 
considering that IJr. P. Co Bibbee worked here so diligently and never listed 
the bird. Does this indicate its recent entrance into our state? 

Louise and Alston Shields 
Charleston, West Virginia 

A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE BJRDS OF 
CABWAYUNGO STATE FOREST 

The Huntington Bird study Club conducted its first Annual Outing to Cab
waylingo State Forest during the week end of May 10-11, 1947. The group 
occupied several of the comfortable log cabins available, having meals to
gether in one of the larger cabinso Forty-one members and guests were 
present for the baked ham dinner Saturday night. Later in the evening an 

indoor campfire was held, since it was too chilly to be outdoors as planned. 
The program included a short business session followed by chatting, singing, 
and an informal enumeration of bird experiences by a discharged Navy officer. 
Sunday was spent birding, the first groups going out at 5:00 A.M. The morn
ing was clear and cold, with frost abundant. By mid-morning the sun had 
warmed the air sufficiently to make the day most enjoyableo 

Cabwaylingo state Forest is located in Wayne c ounty, 1Vest Virginia, about 
50  miles south of Huntington and two miles off U.S. route 52. It comprises 
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6705 acres of rugged deciduous wooded hills ranging in elevation between 
760 and 1500 feet. The valleys are narrow and uncleared except for the 
main camp area. Most of the area is in a natural state with trails wind
ing about the flower-stre,vn cliffs. 

Our combined list of birds reached a total of eighty-four species. Since 
migrating birds were still present and we were limited to one day for bird
ing, little attention was given to nest hunting. Our time was largely 
confined to sight and song records. The status of birds observed is indi
cated as follows: Rare - one or two records; Infrequent - three to five 
records; Coro�on - observed by most of the group; Abundant - present in 
large numbers; (-�l-) nests found. 

Turkey vulture 
Sharp-shinned hawk 
Red-tailed hawk 
Red-shouldered hawk 
Sparrmv hawk 
Eastern bob-white 
Spotted sandpiper 
Solitary sandpiper 
Mourning dove 
Yellow-billed cuckoo 
Barred owl 
Whip-poor-'i,ill 
Chimney swift 
Ruby-throated hlli�ngbird 
Belted kingfisher 
Flicker 
Pileated woodpecker 
Red-headed 'woodpecker 
Hairy woodpecker 
Downy woodpecker 
Kingbird 
Crested flycatcher 
Phoebe 
Yellow-bellied flycatcher 
Acadian flycatcher 
Alder flycatcher 
Wood pewee 
Barn swallow 
Purple martin 
Blue jay 
Crow 
Chickadee 
Tufted titmouse 
White-breasted nuthatch 
House wren 
Carolina wren 
Catbird 
Brown thrasher 
Robin 
Wood thrush 
Olive-backed thrush 
Gray-cheeked thrush 
Veery 

Blue-gray gnatcatcher 
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Rare 
II 

II 

II 

II 

Infrequent 
Infrequent 
Rare 
Infrequent 
Rare 
Infrecpent 
Infrequent 
Rare 
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Common 
Rare 
Rare 
Common 
Rare 
Infrequent 
Abundant (oil-) 
Rare 
Infrequent 
Rare 
Common 
Rare 
Infrequent 
Rare 
Infrequent 
Common 
Abundant 
Infrequent 
Rare 
Common 
II 

II 

Infrequent 
Abundant ("l-) 
Rare 
Rare 
Rare 
Common 
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Starling 
White-eyed vireo 
Yellow-throated vireo 
Red-eyed vireo 
Warbling vireo 
Black and white warbler 
Worm-eating warbler 
Blue-winged warbler 
Parula warbler 
Yellow warbler 
Magnolia warbler 

THE REDSTART 

Cape May 'warbler 
Black-throated·green warbler 
Cerulean warbler 
Chestnut-sided vlarbler 
Bay-breasted warbler 
Prairie warbler 
Oven-bird 
Louisia....'1a water-thrush 
Kentucky warbler 
Yellow-breasted chat 
Hooded i',arbler 
Canada ,',arbler 
American redstart 
English sparroYl 
Cowbird 
Bobolink 
Scarlet tanager 
SWil:ner tanager 
Cardinal 
Rose-breasted BTosbeak 
Blue grosbeak 
Indigo bunting 
Pine siskin 
Goldfinch 
Red-eyed towhee 
Chipping sparrow 
Field sparrow 
�nite-throated sparrow 
Song sparrow 

Total Species 

August-September,1947 
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II 
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Infrequent 
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Ralph M. Edeburn 
Department of Zoology 
Marshall College 
Huntington, West Virginia 

NOTES ON THE GREEN HERON AND WOOD DUCK 
AT McCULLOUGH'S POND 

In 1942 Gilbert, Green, and Seeber(l) published a paper on "The Ecology of 
McCullough IS Pond. II They reported a green heron, Butorides virescens vires
�, to be common and probably nesting, but did not see any wood ducks, 
Aix spousa, hence the interest in the following observations. 
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McCullough's Pond is located about twenty-three miles. northeast of Hunting
ton, 'i'iest Virginia, near the village of Ashton, on state Route 2. It is, 
no doubt, a portion of a wlllding old stream bed about two-hundred yards 
long, varying in width from ten to thirty yards, and a depth up to about 
four feet. It is probably the most interesting pond in the southwestern 
part of the state. A more complete' description may be found in the above 
mentioned paper. 

On May 10, 1947, H. C. Darlington reported finding a green heron's nest with 
one egg hatched and another hatching. The nest was about six feet above the 
water in a button bush, Cepalanthus occidentalisi On June 16, 1947, the 
writer observed two young herons come back to the nes� and sit down side 
by side. When stalked they climbed out of the nest and about the branches, 
finally flying away. On July 4, 1947, the same nest contained five eggs. 
Both eggs and nest were collected. Four of the eggs Vlere a pale greenish 
blue, while the fifth was much paler, almost gray; all were slightly incu
bated. Is this a case of a second brood or some other pair of birds using 
the same nest? 

Five wood ducks; about one-third grown, were found on June 16, �947. One 
of the dovmy young was captured, photographed, and then released. There 
may have been more, since the young kept very well concealed. On July 4, 
1947, the young birds were able to fly about one hundred feet, and then 
drop back to the water. As far as the writer can ascertain, this is a first 
breeding record at this pond. 

(1) Gilbert, F.A.; Green, NeB; & Sieber, Edward 1942 liThe Ecology of McCullou 
McCullough's Pondll Proceedings ';. Va. Acad. of Sci. v.;. V.U. Bulletin 
Series 42 No. 8 - 11 p. 107-110. 

Ralph M. Edeburn 
Department of Zoology 
Marshall College 
Huntington, West Virginia 

PIGEON HAWK IN V;"EBS TER COUNTY 

The scarcity of records for the pigeon hawk, Falco columbarius columbarius, 
in West Virginia is undoubtedly due to the difficulty of obtaining good 
observation for the species. On the evening of September 27 the writer had 
an occasion to carefully observe a mature male bird of this species at a 
small pond near Cowon, in Webster county, West Virginiao �1hile a routine 
check of the pond was being made, the hawk was seen giving chase to a kill
deer, O�yechus �. vociferus, over the pond. After two unsuccessful efforts 
to capture its intended prey, the hawk abandoned the chase and flew to the 
dead top of a tree vvithin 100 feet of the writer. There it remained in 
excellent light, for about five minutes, turning first one way, then another. 
The distinguishing characteristics, the banded tail, the bluish back, the 
white spots in the primaries, the light patch above the eyes, and the 
heavily streaked breast all showed to good advantage. It was the writer's 
first opportunity to definitely identify a bird of this species. 

W. R. DeGarmo 
Charleston, \Test Virginia 
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IlWILD WINGS" BY JOSEPH JAMES MURRAY 
A Book Review 

1947 - Murray, Joseph James, flYiild Wings," 123 pp., illus., John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. ($2.50) 

This reviewer has the questionable habit of neglecting the reading of fore
words and prefaces until after he has dipped into the text of a new book and 
it was so in the case of Dr. J. J. Murray's 'Wild r;ings. fI Chapte:rs selected 
at random in the text imraediately reminded the reviewer of Dr. Murray him
self. The 'wri ting was straight-forward, simple and sincere - very like the 
conversation and personality of the man who 'wrote it. In those chapters was 
the implied "sermon" (and Dr. Murray does not preach sermons, literally 
speaking, when he is not occupying his pUlpit at the Lexington, Virginia, 
Presbyterian Church) that it is an excellent idea for amateur ornithologists 
to keep complete records and journals. 

Then, still dipping into the text, we began the last chapter which is headed 
"Behold the Fowls of the Airo fI This is beautifully done. It reflects a 
serenity of conviction, a sure knowledge of the subject, a fervency of 
belief in the avocation which. all of us share. The Biblical quotations take 
on new meaning to one unfamiliar with their import with the support of Dr. 
iiIurray's scholarship and l:\.terary craftsmanship' Fine as are the preceding 
chapters, this left the reviewer with the wish that the author had handled 
all his subject matter as he handled the concluding unit of his book. 

It was then that the forew9rd was readt The earlier chapters originally 
appeared as units of a series in Onward, the young people's paper of the 
Presbyterian church. The concluding chapter had appeared originally in 
Audubon Magazinea All but that splendid conclusion had been written for 
younger readers - and well written, let us hasten to reaffirm - and the 
finale for older ones. 

Dr. Murray's sketches of his ornithological experiences in and near Lexing
ton will strike a responsive chord in the hearts and minds of his West 
Virginia readers. He writes unusually well of the things which most of us 
have experienced. His discussion of birds of the deep south awakes memories 
of our own brief experience in southern ornithological fields. His English 
and continental sketches are European ornithological jaunts through American 
eyes - much as most of us might imagine we would view them. 

The text is illustrated with photographs from the files of the National 
Audubon Society and the blue cloth cover is unusually attractive, with its 
reproduction of a heron in flight above a marsh$ The press work is exemplary 
and the format attractive. 

John VI. Handlan 
Charleston, West Virginia 

SPECTACULAR FLIGHTS OF NIGHTHAWKS 

During the evenings of September 6 and 7, 1947, there occured over Charleston 
two of the heaviest flights of nighthawks, Chordeiles minor, ever recorded by 
observers of the Charleston chapter of the Brooks Bird Club. Previously, 
fairly heavy flights had been noted during the weeks of August 25 and Septembe. 
1 in Braxton, Upshur, Tucker, and Kanawha counties, but not in such great c0n

centrations as to cause particular comment. 
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However, about 4:30 on the afternoon of September 6 the writer happened 
to notice the large flight of bir�s over the city, and spent the period 
between this time and darkness in observing the flight. Huge flocks 
filled the valley, all flying up-stream. Mr. C. O. Handley, studying 
the flock at the same time, counted birds passing ower one small section 
of the valley at a rate of 400 per minute. This could have been no more 
than one third of the actual flight, as birds were flying at various 
heights, some of which were visible only with the aid of binoculars. 

On the evening of September 7, as C. O. Handley and the viriter were leaving 
Charleston about 4:00, we noticed only a few scattered birds, this time flying 
downstream. Later, the heavy flight was resumed, this time under the observa
tion of John :" Handlane Once again the flight was up-stream, and more or 
less occupied the entire valley. In the course of the flight, a conserva� 
tive estimate of 200,000 birds was made as they moved �>verhead. 

Follovring these large flights, the number of birds noted in migration 
dwindled rapidly. No more birds were seen in Charleston until a lone bird 
appeared at dusk on September 21. In extensive travels over the state 
during the ensuing two-week period, the �Titer saw only one small flock 
near Hico in F ayette county on September 19. 

W!' R. DeGarmo 
Charleston, West Virginia 

OFFICERS, COMMITTEES, A1TD MEMBERS OF THE BROOKS BIRD CLUB, INC. 
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Officers 1947 - 1948 

• • • c • • • 

0 0 0  0 0 0 .  

• • • • 

. . . . 

Secretary-Treasurer • • • • 9 

Chairman of Executive Committee 
• • • 

• • 

Carolyn Conrad 
Clyde Upton 
Elizabeth Etz 
Charles Conrad 

Committee Chairmen, 1947 - 1948 

o • • 0 Membership • 0 • • • • • 

Corresponding Secretary • •  • • • • 

Publicity • • • • • 

Program • • • • • • • • 
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Librarian • •  • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 

Diary - Lunches • • •  • • • • • • • 

Field Trips • • • • • • • 0 

Editor - Redstart • • • e • • • • • 
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Clyde Upton 
Eva Hays 
Mary Kay Conrad 
Executive Committee 
Dwight Koon 
Dorothy Conrad 
Charles Conrad 
Russell DeGarmo 

Dr. Earl A. Brooks, 166 Plymouth Road, Newton Highlands 61, Mass. 
Maurice Brooks, West Virginia University, Morgantovm, Vlest Virginia 
Merit B. Skaggs, 2066 Alton Road, East Cleveland 12, Ohio 
Dr. George M. Sutton, Edwin I. George Wildlife Reserve, Pinckney, Michigan 

* This list is complete to October 1, 1947. The secretary would appreciate 
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ACTIVE lJEMBERS 

Bergner, Mr. &'1d Mrs. Ha:cold, 100 N. Park Street, Wheeling, 1',[. Va. 
Conradj Carolyn, 423 ':Jar-wood Avenue, l;Jheeling, ::r .. Va. 
Conrad, Mr. and 1frs. Charles, 1206 Wa!'\vood Avenue, 1.";heeling, r'. Va. 
Conrad, Dorothy, 423 '.:arvlOod Avenue, rlheeling, IN. Va. 
Devinney, George, 2100 Chapline Street, l'fueeling, W. Va. 
Doepken, Mr. and mrs. Charles, 123 S. Park Street, Wheeling, W. Va. 
Etz, Elizabeth, 98 Edgewood Street, lTheeling, W. Va. 
Elorea, IJr'l.qnd.�,,-Nt G'1 104 N.. Eizhth s.tr.e.et, Wheeling, W. Va. Hal.l.er.! Kar i' .l.4 ,�aJ.,HU AVt:nue, Wflee.u:ng, VI. vao 
Hays, �val. 4. Dorman Road, '.Jheeling, W. Va" 
Koon, IFllil:)ht, ill Maple Avenue, 1:meelJ.ng, "11. Va. 
Upton, Clyde, Park Vie", Lane, 'Wheeling, Vl. Va. 
Vanscoy, Earl, 167 Baird Street, Elm Grove, Vlheeling, 17. Va. 

COERESPONDIllSG 1A&\iBERS 

·Ammon, Walter L .. , Stanolind Oil & Gas Company, 1fTichita Fails, Texas 
Bailey, Uayne, Conservation Commission, Charleston, ''T. Va. 
Baker, William Co, 556 Euclid Street, Salem, Ohio 
Ball, Sybil, p$()o Box 203, Charleston, VV. Va. 
Barber, Lucy, 30x 2092 Station A., Charleston, '>d. Va. 
Barber, Sarah, :Sox 2092, 3tation A., Charleston, Vl. Va. 
Barnes, Hughes, Oglebay Park, Wheeling, H. Va. 
Barnes, Mrs,. J. G., Cowen, W. Va. 
Beardsley, Hortense, 736 Lafayette Avenue, Ravenna, Ohio 
Bergner, Mrs. Ftalph, 1742 Jennings Avenue, East Liverpool, Ohio 
Bierer, 1Jir. and Hrs. l:Jilliam, Thunderbird Field, Box 191, Phoenix, Arizona 
Black, ldr. and Mrs. Leroy, 2035 Beechwood Blvd., Frick Park, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Boggs, I. B., Oglebay Hall, Morgantown, 'J. Va. 
Bonenberger, Robert, 166 South Park Street, �:heeling, 'N. Va. 
Breiding, 1&. and lirs. George, 108 W. Woodruff, Columbus, Ohio 
Bris bin, iIr S e L Go, 1240 Kanawha Terrae e , Huntington, iN. Va. 
Buchanon, Iiir. and Urs. Forest, Amsterdam, Ohio 
Burdette, Cora, 5510 Indiana Avenue, Charleston 4, '7. Vao 
Burt, Mrs. H. Val., �Iannington, W. Vac 
Campbell, Thomas H., 24 15th Avenue, Columbus 1, Ohio 
Carroll� Col. Robert, Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Virginia 
Cavendish, Virginia G., 1661 Sixth Avenue, Huntington 3, 13. Va. 
Chandler, E. R., Virginia Avenue, Chester, H. Vae 
Collins, 11irs. iiarian, Box 831, Lewisburg, W. Va. 
Cottle, Leonne, 809 Lineoln Place, Huntington, W. Va. 
Crenshaw, Ilirs. Barcus, 1399 Fourteenth Street, Huntington, Vf. Va. 
Cromes, Bert, R. D. #4, Box 242, Elm Grove, W. Va. 
Crowe, Naomi, 2 Dunmoy1e Place, Pittsburgh 17, Pa. 
Davis, Hayne, 307 Duquesne Avenue, Morgantown, .. s Va", 
DeGarmo, lvir. and Mrso Russell" 306 Belvedere Apartments, Charleston, W. Va. 
Dickinson, ivliriam C., 2006 Reid Avenue, Bluefield, VI. Va., 
Diemer, Mr. and Mrs. John F., 921 Main Street, Wellsville, Ohio 
Doenges, Yuvon, Defiance, Ohio 
Dowler, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin, 305 First Street, Donora, PaD 
Dusi, Julian, 251 Taylor Station Road, Blacklick, Ohio 
Edeburn, Dr. Ralph, 334 Walnut Street, Huntington, W. Va. 
Farley, hlary, 215 Brooks Street, Charleston, W. Va. 
Flouer, iJr. and ��rs. George, Keenan, rio Va. 
Forest Audubon Club, Box 1362, Steubenville, Ohio 
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Frankenberg, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore, 231 East Bayview Ave., Merrick, N. Y. 
Fry, Parilee, Ashley, Ohio 
Gibson, C. D'W. 60 East 42nd Street, New York 17, New York 
Girer, Mrs. DevVY, Upper Glade, 'iI. Va9 
Gombert, Julia, 1584 Robinwood Avenue, Lakewood 7, Ohio 
Gombert, Katherine, 1584 Robinwood Avenue, Lakewood 7, Ohio 
Gorman, Mrs. Lester, 8037 East Glen Road, Monticello Village, Norfolk,·Va. 
Green, N. Bayard, l'iIo.rshall College Lab School, Huntington, W. Va. 
Gregg, Pearl, Idddlebourne, H. Va. 
Greider, jArs. Herbert, 3202 Diamond Street, Philadelphia 21, Pat 
Grose, E. R.; Sago, Vi. Va. 
Handlan, Mr. and Mrs. John; 409 41st Sti'eet, Kanawha Village, Charleston, W. Va. 
Handley, C. 0., Conservation Commission, Charleston, W. Va. 
Haverfield, Mr. an� Mrs. Harold, Cadiz, Ohio 
Haynes, Cordia; Russellville; r;. Va. 
Heimerdinger, Mr � and itrs. H. 0., 281 E. Second Street, Girard, Ohio 
Hicks, Dr. Lawrence E" 8 Chatham Road, Columbus 10, Ohio 
Hollandsworth, Rosemary, 5510 Indiana. Avenue, Charleston, 77. Va. 
Howell, Helen, 818 Kirkv[ood Lane, Nashville 4, Tenn. 
Hunter, Elizabeth, 1047 East Speedway, Tucson, Arizona. 
Jacobs, Harold Co, 2125 University Avenue, Morgantown, W. Va.. 
Jennings, Stacy, 9A Broadmoor Apartments, Charleston, Wo Va. 
Johnson, Frank, 404 6th Avenue, Fairmont, Wo Va. 
Jones, Maril:r.n, 36 Midland Avenue, Columbus 4, Ohio 
Jones, Mary C., watanuska Valley Lodge, Palmer, Alaska 
Justice, Emeline, 2906 Noyes Avenue, Charleston, 1:J. Va. 
Ketchum, Mrs. Kathryn, 2915 Kanawha Avenue, S. E., Charleston, rI. Va. 
Keyser, Donald, 1602 Charles Street, �7ellsburg, 1'[. Va .. 
Koehnline, I. J.:; 1Hashington Avenue, VTheeling, r�. Va. 
Koon, Mrs. Dwight, III Maple Avenue, vlheeling, Ti·r. Va. 
Koon, Lester, E:)ute 5, Box 252, Fairmont, if:. Vao 
Koon, Rose, r�oute 5, Box 252, Fairmont, T:1• Va., 
Laitsch, Mr. and ;'.lrs. John, R. D. #2, East Liverpool, Ohio 
Legg, VI. C., l�t. Lookout, r,J. Va$ 
Lehman, J. R. 7024 Hamilton Avenue, Pittsburgh 8, Pa. 
Llevillyn, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard, Patuxent Research Refuge, Bowie, Maryland 
Lewis, Virginia, 46 East Tr'lheeling st'!J Washington, Pa. 
Long, Charles, Cacapon State Park, Berkley Springs, ��;. Va. 
Lunk, Viilliam, 29 Bell Hun Road, Fairmont, VI. Va< 
McClintock, Sally, 420 Park Avenue, Cadiz, Ohio 
Masteller, Mr. and Mrs. Orlo, V�est Alexander� Pa. 
Miller, Mrs c Clarence, 1354 Herschel Avem:_6" Cinciii�;2.·;:':' 8, Ohio 
Miller, Mrs. Gilbert M., Spri:-.g Gap, Maryland 
Mollohan, Mrs. Byrne, 200 Montrose Drive, Charleston;; '"�. Va. 
Morrison, Mrs. C. r;., Cowen, \i. Va. 
Murray, Gladys M., 9A Broadmoor Apartments, Charlesto:1, �I. Va. 
Murray, Robert B., 23 Overhill Street, Morgantown,' Va� 
Murray, Mr. and Mrs. William B.o, Box 1264 fieirton, 1:>[. Va. 
Myers, Mrs. John, Cowen, H. Va. 
Netting, M. Graham, Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Pa, 
Newcomer, John Nc,Cliffside Cabins, Harpers Ferry, Yi. Va. 
Norris, Mr. and Hrs. Frank, R. D. 3, Steubenville, Ohio Ohio 
Oberholser, Harry Co, iJuseum of Natural History, 2717 Euclid Ave., Cleveland! 
Olsen, Mr. and Mrs. J. HB, 1052 Forest Street, Columbus, Ohio 
Pettingill, Dr. Olin S., Carleton College, Northfield, Minn . 
Presson, Mrs. W. H., Box 63, Cow,en, 1>,-. Va� 
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Reed, Ray, Cadiz, Ohio 
Ritter, Rhys, R. D. 4, Bethlehem, ;:'!heeling, v[. Va. 
Rybeck, Arthur S., Jr., 404 S. 42nd street, Philadelphia 4, Pal 
Rybeck, Walter, Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio 
Sauer, Dr. Gordon C., 91 MacCorkle Avenue, South Charleston, !;I. Va. 
Seaman, E. A., Conservation Commission,. Charleston, W. Va. Ga, 
Shaffer� Chester, Jrj League Speech School, 1430 W. Peachtree Street, Atlanta.,/ 
Shaw, Samuel C., c/o Moundsvill e Echo; Moundsville, W. Va. 
Shields, Mr, and Mrs. Alston, 511 B Nancy Street, Charleston 1, W. Va. 
Short, 1,Vayne J National Audubon Society, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Showalter, Mrs. H. ij. Peacock Farm, Fairmont, VV. Va. 
Sims, Eleanor, 601 54th Street, S. E., Charleston, W. Va. 
Smith, Bertram H., 217 Realty Building, 132 North Main Street, Dayton, Ohio 
Smith, Courtland, 1625 National Road, Wheeling, \;. Vae 
Stahl, li·farj oretta J., Kimberly, 1;;. Va. 
Stewart, iJrs. Franc:'s H., 23 Pleasants Street, Mannington, VI. Va. 
Stewart, Paul, Leetonia, Ohio 
Strunk, William F., District Forester, Ripley, 1H. Va. 
Swank, 1,'1endell, Conservation Commission, Elkins, W. Va. 
Thacker, Ma�dne, DuPont High School, Belle, W. Va. 
Trent, Mrs. ; .• W., Villa Route, Charleston, W. Va. 
Vanscoy, Ml'S. Earl, 167 Baird Street, Elm Grove, Wheelin;;, W. Va. 
Visscher, iJrs. Donald,Mahopac Falls, NeVI York 
Voi tIe, V!iE.iam, c/o Speidels, Glenwood Heights, Vlheeling, W. Va. 
Ward, Vi. B., Elkins, '.". Va. 
lNarren, Sara, 256 E. Irvin Avenue, State College, Pal 
Waterman, L. Byrne, 166 S. "'Hade Street, �Jashington, Pal 
Woods, Mrs. Edgar, Cowen, 1N. Va. 
Worley, Judge John, Cadiz, Ohio 
Wylie, William L.,68 Jones Avenue, Morgantown, W. Va. 

REDSTART LXCHANGES 

Natural History �Jagazine 
The Audubon liagazine 
Indiana Audubon Yearbook 
The Carnegie Magazine 
Cassinia 
Iowa Bird Life 
Kentucky Viarbler 
Lancaster County Birdclub Bulletin 

Ydldlife Review 
The Migrant 
Maryland 
The Prothonotary 
Reading Public IJus. & Art Gallery 
Library, Fish & ":Jildlife Service 
The Hilson Bulletin 
The Passenger Pigeon 
The Raven 

Am. Mus. of Nat. History, New York, N. Y. 
National Audubon Soc., New York, N. Y. 
Ind. Aud. Soc., Inc. Indianapolis, Ind. 
Carnegie 1!t.�selUil, Pittsburgh, Pa. Pa. 
Delaware \··.3.1_�.ey Orne Club, Philadelphial 
Iowa OrnQUr�Jn, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
L . '"· 1 "' t ky OU�SY"1 . ..L� c � :.en uc 
Lan:::2 .. ,,:t€r) F3f'..nsylvania cago, Ill. 
U�S. :;-j • .:;t. of Int. Fish & Wildlife, Chi-! 
Tenn. 0rn. Soc�, Nashville, Tenn. 
Nat. �::'..sto:cy Soc. of Md., Baltimore, Md. 
Buffalo C'r!1. Soc. East Aurora, N. Y. 
Reading, �a. 
Washingto.1; D. C. 
Univ. of M:;ch" Ann Arbor, Mich. 
1,vis, Soc < of Orn. Ll1c., Madison 5, ifTisc. 
Lexington, Va. 

AFFIUATION 

During 1947 the Brooks Bird Club became an affiliated society of the 
Vfilson Ornithological Club 
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TAPPAN OHIO REPORT - 1947 

August-September, 1947 

The March 23 field trip to Tappan Dam, by members of the Brooks Bird Club 
which was postponed due to cold weather and frozen water, was mad.e on 
Sunday, April 13. For all those who made the trip, instead of being an 

unlucky 111311 it proved to be just the oppositeo All in all, we really 
had good birding, and recorded 47 species as did DeGarmo and Conrad the 
week beforeo However, the abundance of ducks and the recording of the 
osprey and bald eagle were outstanding. 

Late in the afternoon, between four-thirty and five, as we were working the 
side roads on our way back to Cadiz, we had stopped to observe several groups 
of ducks. After spending some t�ne at the spot the writer noticed a large 
bird in a near-by tree. She remarked to passengers in the car: lIThere is 
ei ther an eagle or a big marsh hawk 0 II Upon closer observation with glasses, 
and informing the rest of the group, the bird flew and proved to be an im
mature bald eagle, Haliaetus leucocephalus. He followed the eagle with 
glasses and telescope until it landed in a distant tree and made additional 
check up possibleQ The bird was flushed again and sailed over the near-by 
ridge only to return later and cross the body of water to our front and roost 
in a tree on the opposite side. 

In the meantline, one member of our group pointed out another large'bird, and 
at the same t�ne most of us saw it hit the water with a splash. Of course, 
its identification Ylas easy then, an osprey, Pandion haliaetus. The osprey 
did get a Jish and was observed several times before we finally departed. 
This, incidently, is an early record for the osprey. 

The weather ... ias clear and warm, being about 550, and only a slight south-west 
wind. The group numbered twenty-five which included lilr. & Mrs. Merit Skaggs 
from East Cleveland, Ohio, Ylho ,�ere on their way home from st. Clairsville, 
Ohio, vlhere they had been visiting and 'Here doing a little birding on the way. 

The following list of birds were recorded by the group: common loon, pied
billed grebe, great blue heron, green heron, mallard, black duck, baldpate, 
pL�tail, blue-winged teal, shoveller, redhead, ring-necked duck, lesser scaup, 
American golden-eye, American merganser, turkey vulture, bald eagle, marsh hawk, 
osprey, sparrow hawk, coot, killdeer, herring gull, belted kingfisher, flicker, 
red-headed woodpecker, downy woodpecker, phoebe, purple martin, crow, chicka
dee, tufted titmouse, robin, bluebird, starling, English sparrow, meadowlark, 
red-wing, grackle, cowbird, cardinal, goldfinch, towhee, vesper sparrow, 
chipping sparro'H, field sparrow, and song sparrow. 

Mary Catherine Conrad 
1206 \7arwood Avenue 
Vlheeling, nest Virginia 

NOTE ON THE HENSLOiffl S SPARROW 

In the early evening of May 4, 1947, two singing male Henslow's sparrows, 
Passerberbulus henslowi, were observed in a field of tall grass at the 
head of Falling Run, Morgantovm, Monongalia county, '7est Virginia. The 
birds were kept under close observation until the first of June. Three 
pairs were observed during the month of l!lay" and each pair had a definite 
territory. On a return visit on July 13, the grass had been cut and no 
birds were observe do 

Earl and Rhea Smith, fiRed" King". 
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SOME BIRDS OF HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

On June 22, 1947, Professor and Mrs. H. A. Dd.vis, 'Wilbert Frye, and the writer 
spent the entire day exploring the back roads between Capon Bridge and the 
Virginia border in Hampshire County. We found there a blue grosbeak, Guiraca 
caerulea caerulea, and three migrant shrikes, Lanius l. ludovicianus. Mocking
birds, Mimus polyglottos polyglottos, were quite common, and one.nest with 
young was located. Orchard orioles; Icterus spurius, were also quite common; 
One nested in a maple tree in Mr. Frye's yard. I saw seVeral pine warblers, 
Dendroica pinus. A red-bellied woodpecker, Centurus catolihus, nested bl the 
neighbor's doorstep. It was also observed that the yellow-throated vireos, 
Vireo flavifrons, were more common t han the red-eyed, Vireo olivaceus. Mr. 
Frye trapped a bare-tailed mole, Scalopus aguaticus, which Gene Frum said 
had been taken only tvlice before in VTest Virginia, in Morgan and Hardy counties. 
There were ducks along the Cacapon River which were found to be wood ducks, 
Aix sponsa, a nest of one pair having been discovered in a tree. Last year 
Mr. Frye showed me a large coloney of cliff swallows, Petrochelidon albifrons, 
at his brother's barn, and he states they are well distributed throughout the 
county. L� 1944 we found a nighthawk, Chordeiles minor, nesting at Romney. 

The list for Hampshire County for June 21, 22J and 23 is as follows: turkey 
vulture, broad-winged hawk, sparrow hawk, ruffed grouse, bob-white, killdeer, 
rock dove, mourning dove, black-billed cuckoo, whip-poor-will, chimney swift, 
belted kingfisher, flicker, pileated woodpecker, red-bellied woodpecker, downy 
woodpecker, kingbird, crested flycatcher, phoebe, Acadian flycatcher, least 
flycatcher, Hood pewee, rough-winged swallow, barn swallow, cliff swallow, crow, 
tufted titmouse, house wren, Bewick's wren, Carolina wren, mockingbird, catbird, 
brown thrasher, robin, wood thrush, bluebird, blue-gray gnatcatcher, migrant 
shrike, starling, yello':i-throated vireo, red-eyed vireo, black and white 
warbler, worm-eating worbler, golden-winged vvarbler, parula warbler, yellow 
warbler, pine r�arbler, prairie warbler, oven-bird, Louisiana water-thrush, 
yellow-throat, yello".';-breasted chat, hooded warbler, redstart, English sparrow, 
meadowlark, red-wing, orchard oriOle, Baltimore oriole, purple grackle, cowbird, 
scarlet tanager, cardinal, blue grosbeak, indigo bunting, goldfinch, towhee, 
grasshopper sparrovl, vesper sparrow, chipping sparrow, field sparrow, song 
sparrow. 

Wayne Davis 
MorgantoV'm, West Virginia 
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