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FIELD NOTES 

Speed of Glid�Flight of the Herring Gull:- Four other observers 
and the writer on April 9, 1938, enjoyed an excellent opportunity 
to note the speed of gliding flight of the Herring Gull, Larus 
argentatus smithsonianus, at Pymatuning Lake, Ohio-Pennsylvania. 
We were traveling in an automobile from Andover, Ohio, toward 
Linesville, Pa., and were on that part of the viaduct where the 
Ohio-Pennsylvania line crosses when these observations were made. 

We noted a single Herring Gull gliding with the wind close to the 
excellent roadway and parallel to it. The bird accompanied the car 
for about one-half mile. At 45 miles an hour, as recorded by the 
car1s speedometer, we slowly lost ground to the Gull. At 4'7 miles 
anhour, the car drew level with the bird which then kept pace with 
it at that speed. At 48 miles an hour we slowly pulled ahead. 
Brief rcpoti tions of these experiments with tho speed of tho bird 
co::1vincod us that the Gull was gliding at an even speed of 47 
miles an hour • 

None of tho four observers in the car who kept their eyes upon the 
bird detected a single wing-beat or other motion of tho wings of 
the Gull until it 11banked" and turned back as the car left the 
viaduct �nd reached land. The observers were Mrs. Handlan, Clyde 
B. Upton, Walter Ammon and Harold Olsen. 

John W. Handlan 
Oglebay Park 
Wheeling, W . Va. 

Behavior of Male Flicket>s in Ohio_County W.Va.:- Flickers, 
Colaptos �-ntus, are common at Oglebay �ark, Wheeling, W.Va., and 
their courtship antics and what appenr to be squabbles over 
territory are familiar to those who frequent the Park in Spring. 
OnApril 13 I watched two male Flickers behave in a manner which 
seemed to me to be out uf tho ordinary. I wa tchod two Flickers 
flying in gret:tt circles, around and around the Mansion-Museum at 
Ogle bay Park, barely above the level of the big building 1 s roof. 
t. I neared the Mansion, tho two birds alighted on a tree nearby 
and I observed that both were male birds. Presuming they were 
mgaged in a territorial squabble, I stood watching them for 
about 10 minutes. Leaving tho tree, the two again became pursued 
and pursuer in circling flight o.bout the Mansion. As I watched, 
the ·circle was abruptly reversed -- nnd the pursued bird became 
the pursuer. This change of role occurred four times during the 
time I watched. The circling was interrupted five times by 
perching in treEJs 1 tho birds close together and without display of 
pl�age, calling or other notes beyond a few, softly uttered 
11wi-chew11 calls. The two birds remuined, still engaged in. what 
seemed their game, when I wns forced to lenve my observation. Tho 
entire performance strongly suggested play. 
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John W. Handlnn 
Oglebay Park 



Vol. V, No. 8 THE REDSTART May, 1938 

American Pipits in _Marshall County, W.Va.:- Several small flocks 
of Americ an Pipits, An thus spinoletta r�bescens ,. were listed by 
three others and the writer in Ma:t'shall County, West Virginia, on 
March 27, 1938. The birds were feeding in a f ield just beyond the 
third bridge crossing Big Vfueeling Creek above Elm Grove, w. Va. 
Twenty birds were counted. Russell West, one of our group, remarked 
he had recorded Pipits in the identical location just a year before. 

Charles Conrad 
423 Warwood Ave. 
Wheeling, W.Va. 

Migrfition of Yellow-throated Vireos in Knnnwho. and Putnrun Counties, 
W.Va.:- The Yellow-throated Vireo, Vireo flavifrons, has appeared to 
be particularly common in migration this Spring in parts of 
K nnwhu o.nd Putnam Counties, W.Va. I saw several examples of this 
��d for the first time this spring on April 16, 1938, at Nitro, 

• utno.m County. On the sc.m.e dCLte others were found at tho foot of 
:ry�er Mountain in Kana who. County. On April 17, 1938, Yellow-throated 
Vi.reos were very abundu.nt in the American Elms which line Broad 
Street, Charleston, well within the city's corporation limits. 

-- Clyde B. Upton 
Hubbard Court, Apt.l2 
Charl eston, W.Va. 

A Young Towhee Out of the Nest in Mid-April; in Belmont County, 0.:­
�om 1938 Spring migration of observers of birds in this locality 
it would appear that transient and summer resident species are 
arriving far o.head cf normal do.tes this year. .Also, some early 
nesting dates have bf)en recorded. Nevertheless, it was with con­
siderable surprise that the writer observed a young Red-eyed Towhee, 

_.__._i_l_o .£• erythrophthalmus, on April 15, 1938. 

he bird obviousl y was just out of the nest o.nd its power of flight 
as very limited . The black streaks of nestling plumage were 

plainly evident upon the back of this bird. Tho observation 
occurred on the hill above Kirkwood, Belmont County, Ohio, in a 
wocdlond where this species occurs very commonly. 

· 

Chapman's 11Hnndbook of the Birds of Eastern North America," (2nd 
rev. cd., p. 518) gives no date for full sets of e ggs of tho 
Red-eyod Towhee earlier than Moy 2 (Reset to., Ills. ) and for a 
locality compo.rnble in googrnphicnl situation with that in which 
this observo.tion occurred the date of Mo.y 17 is given (Montgomery 
o., Pa.) 
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Tom E. Shields 
Bridgeport, Ohio. 


