
WV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM 
Please Type or Print Legibly 

Species: Number: (leave blank) 
   

Location: Date: Time:  
 

Bird Seen: To: Age/Sex:  
  

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a 
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow. 
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.  
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for 
the observation. 

Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.) 

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt) 

Description of any vocalizations, if heard: 

Description of behavior:



Habitat: (General and Specific) 

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird) 

Previous experience with this species: 

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific) 

Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)  
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can 
submit their own report. 

Additional observer signature: 

Additional observer signature: 

Additional observer signature: 



Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 

Name: 

Address: 

Date: 

Signature: 

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee 
Attn: Wil Hershberger  

170 Stallion Ct. 
Hedgesville, WV 25427  

Or E-mail to: 
wilhershberger@mac.com 



Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any 
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: 








	Species: Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis)
	Number leave blank: 
	Location: Burr Industrial Park, Bardane, Jefferson Co. (39°21'19.4"N 77°52'16.0"W)
	Date: 05/15/2018
	Time: 05:25 PM
	Bird Seen: 05/15/2018 5:25PM
	To: 05/15/2018 5:30PM
	AgeSex: 
	Structure Overall size and shape plus details on the head feet tail etc: The elongated square tipped tail was the first feature noticed as bird was in flight. As it circled around a better horizontal view allowed for viewing the long tapered wings depicting a Kite profile.
	Plumage eg markings coloration molt: When first viewed through binoculars the Kite displayed the clearly evident uniform gray coloration especially the head and breast. Some banding of the tail was also noticed.
	Description of any vocalizations if heard: 
	Description of behavior: As bird was soaring in a circular pattern it was actively feeding on prey held by the talons as seen in photos. Only after four to five complete laps did it then begin to flap wings and flew in an easterly direction.
	Habitat General and Specific: This area is a mix of hardwood groves and open fields. There also two ponds within ~100 yds. of each other. Industrial warehouses are located east, north and new construction due west. 
	Circumstances of observation Include details of distance to bird optics employed lighting in relation to observer and the bird: I was driving from the USDA Appalachian Research Station main driveway and crossed Wiltshire Road when I first observed the Kite in a northeastern direction. My initial thought when spotting the bird was that it was likely an Accipiter due to the enlongated tail. However, after seeing a couple of wing beats and then overall behavior of the bird I realized it was not an Accipiter. I pulled off the road near the intersection of Clendining Drive and James Burr Blvd. It was this point where I first used Nikon Monarch 8 x 42 binoculars to get better views of the bird and realizied that it was a Mississippi Kite based on appearances and behaviors. The Kite was soaring in a circular pattern and positioned near the Steeley Way access road where the Burr Ponds are located.  I then grabbed for my Canon 7D camera which has a 100-400mm lens attached and began taking photos. The bird briefly circled closer to my location than before placing it over the wooded lot between the ponds and myself. A storm was approaching - skies were overcast, plus it was evening and the lighting was poor. I was able to secure some images and the bird slowly drifted east and out of sight. I drove to Steeley Way hoping to locate it again, but with no luck. Once home I viewed my images with computer and used Adobe Elements software for photo editing and manipulating shadows, etc. for more defined details of the images of the Kite. Those are what I am submitting as documentation with this report.
	Previous experience with this species: My oldest son resides in Berkeley County, South Carolina and each summer has a nesting pair of Mississippi Kites within close proximity of his home. Due to many visits with him during summer months during the past several years, I have had the privileges of observing Mississippi Kites in flight and perched. Details of their flying behaviors has been witnessed and photographed many times by my son and myself. 

I had observed and reported on eBird a sighting of a Mississippi Kite at the USDA location on July 07, 2014. I submitted that sighting with descriptions, but no photos. I feel fortunate to report this sighting with images to add sound documentation for the records committee to review.
	Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description Please be specific: 
	Other observers Names Addresses Email please If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here If they care to provide additional details they can submit their own report: 
	Books illustrations and advice consulted and especially how did these influence this description: 
	How long after observing this bird did you first write this description: 
	Observers Name: N. Wade Snyder
	Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: 


