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   Please Type or Print Legibly   
 

Species: 
   

Number: (leave blank) 
   

 

      
 

           

Location: 
   

Date: 
   

Time: 
 

 

       
 

           

Bird Seen: 
 

To: 
 

Age/Sex: 
    

 

      
 

           

 
Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a 
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow. 
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.  
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for 
the observation. 
 
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of any vocalizations, if heard: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of behavior: 



Habitat: (General and Specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Previous experience with this species: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)  
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can 
submit their own report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 



Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Date: 
 
 
Signature: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee 

Attn: Wil Hershberger  
170 Stallion Ct. 

Hedgesville, WV 25427  
Or E-mail to: 

wilhershberger@mac.com 



Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any 
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: 


	Species: Black-necked Stilt
	Number leave blank: 
	Location: Williamstown, WV soccer field
	Date: 9/17/2018
	Time: 4:00 pm to 7:15 pm
	Bird Seen: 9/17/2018
	To: 9/17/2018
	AgeSex: Adult - 2 male and 2 female
	Structure Overall size and shape plus details on the head feet tail etc: 
Size and shape (not the plummage) first reminded me of yellowlegs, say 14 inches long, but with very long legs and smallish head and longer tail.  Legs longer than the body.  Bill long and narrow.
	Plumage eg markings coloration molt: 
Very black on top of the head and around the eye with white spot above the eye.  Black on the back of the neck and black wings.  Two had black backs and two had brown backs, but were not mottled.  Assumed two males and two females.  White on the underside.  Did not see the tail.  From the side they looked mainly black on the side and white underneath.  Legs long and redish.  Bill long, black and narrow.
	Description of any vocalizations if heard: 
No vocalizations.
	Description of behavior: 
The four individuals were foraging in a flooded grassy area next to a soccer field.  They were separate and seemed to be feeding randomly and independently.  Later they were feeding together and also bobbing their heads and tails, appearing to be a little nervous.
	Habitat General and Specific: 
Flooded mowed grassy area next to a mowed soccer field.  Flooding was the result of heavy rain from the aftermath of hurricane Florence.
	Circumstances of observation Include details of distance to bird optics employed lighting in relation to observer and the bird: The birds were observed from Waverly Road which runs along but above the soccer field.  They were about 30 to 40 yards away and about 10 feet below the roadway.  Observed with Swift 8X44, Leupold Cascade 10X42 and Vortex 8X42 binoculars.  The lighting was good.  The sky was cloudy.  Temperature was 75 degrees,  Wind was calm.  Observation was toward the north or northwest.  This was a completely open area.  There was no vegetation or obstructions in the way.  The birds were probably blown in by the remnants of hurricane Florence.
	Previous experience with this species: 
Have seen this species many times in the south, east coast and once in Illinois.
	Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description Please be specific: 
The other species that came to mind was Avocet.  But Avocet's plummage, especially on the head, is different and their bill is very different.  Have also seen many Avocets over the years.

	Other observers Names Addresses Email please If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here If they care to provide additional details they can submit their own report: 
Jason White

Martin Powney
	Books illustrations and advice consulted and especially how did these influence this description: Sibley Birds East, Birds of North America, iBird Pro North America to confirm observations.
	How long after observing this bird did you first write this description: Four days
	Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: 
	Observers Name: Richard Esker


